Ha Bennkomy npebaratomy xyTopi »XnB cobi Npo>xnBaB CTapum
KO3aLbKNN NOJIKOBHUK, Ha Ha3BMUCbKO LLpy6. Ta n 6ynm B HbOro Tpu CUHWK:
ABa — SK OpJn, TPeTin, MOJIOAEHbKUA,— K COKiJl. By BOHM BCi KO3aKu-
nnuapi, Ta TiNbKKM Manun pisHy Baady. MNepwi aga 6ynm nuwHi Ta ropai, nobunnm
TiIbKW BOKOBATKU, Ha JIOBU i30UN Ta WYKaAW Pi3HUX npurog. A HaMOoJ10 4L NN
— Irop — 6inbwe nobue rocnogapcTseo, cmais cobi BoomMa, 10BUB Y piyui punby,
cajuB fepeBa, PO3MHOXKYBaB y cafly 4y[oBi KBITW. Ta We 1 3HAMEeHUTO rpas
Ha TopbaHi[21]. Tak cnaBHO rpas-npurpasas, Wo, K, 6yBano, 3arpac€ Ta
3acniBa€, TO HaBiTb NTALWKK B cady BCi MPUHULWKHYTb, AyX 3aTaloTb, Wob6
6yno ninwe 4yTKn IropeBy My3unky. baraTo HaBiTb i3 CyCiaHbOro nicy
npuniTano, wob cobi boganm Tpoxm NOCAyxaTn Ta NOBYNTUCH.

A Irop Han4acTiwe cigaB rpaTu nig ctapoto abnyHeto, wo 6yna Benuka,
PO3/I0XKMUCTa N Taka rapHa, MoB MaJiboBaHa. XTO il TaM nocagune, KON Te
CTal0Cb,— HIXTO TOro He 3HaB. AJle TaKO)XX HIXTO He NaM’saTaB, Wwob Ta

A61yHS KONMCb 3auBina Ta gasa 6oamanm ogHo A61y4YKo Ha cripoby.

Bci iHWi nepea B cagy 6ynun poaoyi, 0aHa TiNbKKM ous KpacHa 961yHSA
HIKOJIN | OOHIED KBITOYKOIO HE 3aKBiTHaNnacs. | Ay>xe ue gpaTyBasio CTaporo
NOJIKOBHUKA. OTOXX O0QHOro pa3y, K rynasas BiH 3i CBOIMW CUMHaMU-MOJ1I04LAMU

no cagy, NPoOXoAsyn NoB3 L HenligHy a6nyHIo, CKa3as:

— HaBiwwo HaM oue Hik4eMHe oepeBo? AX OMBUTUCHL Ha Hel MPUKpo. Xan
3aBTpa ii cagiBHuK 3pybae, wob A ii 6inbwe He 6a4ymB. A LLOCL NYTHE Xan
nocaguTb Ha il Mmicue!

— [03BONbTE, ACHUI NaHe MOJIKOBHUKY, CBOE CJIOBO AOKUHYTMW.

— Hy, roBopu,— Kaxe NMosIKOBHUK.

Migpnepcs cagiBHMK MOTUKOIO N ONOBIAAE:



— Wonpasaa, fapma, Wo 5 BXe CiM AeCATKIB NIT Mato, @ HIKoN He
6aums, W06 usa abnyHsa 3auBina. A oT)Ke, MOi MOKIiNHI TaTo MeHi, K 6yB A We
MaJsiuM XJ10N'aTKOM, roBopuau, wo abnyHsa us — Heabusaka, 60 X BOHa He pa3
Ha piK, ane Ko)XHoi boXkoi Hoyi uBiTe! HaBiTb Ka3asm HeEBIXKYMK TaTyCb, WO He
e uBiTe, ane X Taku Ha Hin i Abnyka BMpOCTaloTb. Ta HE NPOCTIi, a 30/10Ti.
Yn To NpaBaa,— A He 3Hato, 60 BHOYI B cafy HIKOIM He X04MB, Ta Ti/IbKN TaTo
NOKiNHNM He Takun 6yB 4on0BIK, W06 6bpexaTn. Ocb WoO!

— XM... — NMPOMOBUB MOJIKOBHUK. lNigKpyTNUB OOBroro Byca u we pas
CKa3aB: — XM-xM... OT Tak wTykKa! Ym npasaa, xnonui?

— MNpaBga,— roBopATb CUHU,— L, TaTy, WTykKa! He BeniTb, TaTy, ii
pybaTn, a O3BOJIbTE HAM NONWJIbHYBATU: MOXKe, Te BCe npasaa... LlikaBo x

NOKYLLUTYBaTK 3010TUX 61y4OK.

— UikaBo!.. XM,— BiaKa3ye cTapui 6aTbK0o,— HaBiTb AyXe UikaBo! MeHi

BXe 3-Nif ByCa aX CJ/INHKa Te4e.

Ta 1 3BeNiB BiH CTapLIOMYy CUHOBI, KO3aKoBi [HaToOBI, W06 Len Ha HiY Yy
cafy IMWKMBCA Ta N Ha KBIT 96ayHi noamemecs. A Ak 6yayTb abnyyka, To Wwob

i A671yHOK 3010TMX HapBaB Ta NPMHIC 6aTbKOBI NOKYLLTYBATMW.

'HaT NOKJIMKAB CBOIX TOBapWLLiIB-KO3aKiB, MOHACTENAIN BOHM Nig,
A0NYHEIo KUIVMIB | pageH, MOHaHOCWIIN BUHA, Mefly N YCAKNX NTaCcoLLiB,
po3Benn Benm4yesHe baraTTta — 1 gy>ke Beceno 6aBunnce. Tak i He BYyIUCH
BOHW, SK i NiBHIY Habansmnnace. MMAHYAM Ha A0NYHIO — aXk ONBO OUBHEE: BCe
[epeB0 BKPUJIOCb BEJSIMKUMU POXKEBUMU KBiTaMu, CTal0 Take rapHe, K
Hape4eHa Mia BiHUEeM. 3a KOPOTKUI YaC NoYaB KBIiT 0bcmnaTncb, a HaTOMICTb
nokasannck i 30n10Ti 96ny4ka. HanmeatoTbca 96nyyka, pocTyTb, 6inbliatoThb...

MHaT i BCi NOro ToBapuLLi-KO3aKM 3iCKOYMN Ha PIBHI HOMTWM N KUHYUCL [0
A6nyHi, Wo6 3ipBaTy AMBHI N10AN. AXX YOrOCb Mid HAUMK 3eMJist 3aTOYMNACh,
NnoAyB TaKMM BUXOP, LWLO XOOEH CTOATU HE MIr, Tak yCi 1 nonaganu Ha 3eMJt0.

A Ha abnyHo HaneTiNa TeMHa XMapa, 3a XBWbKY BMasa BiATiNIb CTpaLUHa



3/IMBa, L0 BCe KO3aLuTBO Nonig KWIMMM no3anasnio n CULIN0 TaM MOBYKWY;
a)k Hapas yce 3aTuxJo. Bunis Togi 3-nig kunuma MHaT, BUNI3NM U Noro
TOBapWLLi, LOBrO MOKpe rany3ss po3nastoBanu, a sk posropinoca baraTtra,—
H6a4aTb BOHU: 3HOBY A6/1yHSA Taka caMiCiHbKa, K nepeg niBHiv4yo byna, n

HeMa Ha Hin XoaHoro a6ny4yka. MNoniciHbka!

BpaHui cTaB cyMHU HaAT nepepn NoJIKOBHUKOM.

— TakK,— roBopuTb,— i OT TakK... Xanb i focaga!

Ta He b6yno pagw.

MaxHyB NOJIKOBHUK pyKoOto, 06Tep AO0Bri Byca Ta 1 3BeNiB APYromMy CUHOBI
NTW Ha HiY AbnyHio cTepertn. Opyrunm 6paTt — KiHapaT — He 6paB i3 coboto
TOBapWLLIB, @ NOKJINKAB CafiBHMKA Ta iHWWX ftogen nocnonmtux[22].
MocaamB ix TICHUM KOJIOM OOBKpPYru s6nyHi, cam CiB Nig AepeBoMm, 1 NoYanm
BOHW MOBYKUN YeKaTu. Yekanu, 4yekanan, conam n gpiMmanm — axxk y>xe n nisHiu. |
3HOBY BCA A0NYHS POXKEBUM KBITOM PSICHO BKPWUJIaChb, i 3HOB NOYasiMn HATOMICTb
30/10Ti A6ny4ka a9BNATUCHL. POCTYTb, HANMBAKOTLCS, WNPMM 30J10TOM

BUBNINCKYIOTb, OCb-0Cb Y>K€ N JOCTUTHYThb.

Ta Bpa3 no4ynum Aoam nocnoauTi, a 3 HUMKU n KingpaT, Oy)Xe BeJSIMKUmn
xonoA. Jlease BOHW BCTUMIN MO3anNMHAaTUCh, K BOAPWB TaKU MOPO3, Hibn Ha
Pi3aBsHi cBATa. Bci BapTiBui noYanu 3ybamMmum LOKOTITU N TPYCUTUCH, SK Y
nponacHuui. A TUM YacOM 3aKpyTusa XypTOBMHA, NOYaB NagaTu rpag, aK
Kypside anue,— TakK yCi U CUMHYNM XTO KyOu nonig rycTti gepesa. Konum x
3aBiploXa 3HEHalbKa BLLYX/a, AK po3nasanam BapTosi barattsa, nobavnnn:
rosliciHbKa CTOITb A6NYHSA, TiNIbKN CaMe NNCTS Ha Hin, no abny4kax ke n cnigy

HeMa, aHi pa3 BKYCUTW.

MoNKOBHMK NPOKNHYBCSA e BAOCBITa: Tak MOMY KOPTINO MOKYLLTYBaTH
30710TUX 961y4H0K. TaXk AYPHO N LbOro pa3sy KOBTaB BiH C/INHY: MPUNLLOB i
KiHopaT CyMHWUI, i3 NOPOXKHIMN pyKaMWU.



— XM... XM... — Kae CTapun NoNKOBHUK.— MabyTb, HeEMa iHLWOoT pagu:
Tpeba, wob ur Hiy we nosapTysas Irop.

AK Tak, To 1 Tak! Irop cobi Ha HiY HIYOro He roTyBaB, @ TAaKOX HIKOro 1 o
TOBapuCTBa He KNMKaB. He BpaB Hi i, Hi N1TBa, a /M y34B i3 co60to0 CBOro
rosnocHoro TopbaHa, cie nig abnyHeto, Ta, Wob He 3aapiMaTn, MOTUXEHbKY

NpucniByBaB i NpUrpaBas Pi3HUX rapHUX NiCeHb.

A OCb oniBHOYI po3uBina abnyHa. Obcmnasca KBIT. 3’ 9BUINCH 30/10Ti
A6ny4ka. POCTyTb Ta U pocTyTb. OCb y>Ke NOHa/IMBaINCb BEJIUKI, AK ANUTSYa
roniBka. A Irop cugnTb, YeKa€e Ta BCe Ha TopbaHi npurpaBa€e. AXX 0Cb NOTPOXY
no4aso Hebo NPOSACHIOBAaTUCH, 1 B TOMY YapiBHOMY CBIT/i 1arigHo
3awenecTinv NTawwvHi kpuna. | 3 ycix CTopiH, He 3HaTb BigKiNb, NPUNETINIO A0
A6nyHi ABaHaauATb 6innx naBmyok. MNociaanm BOHN OOBKPYrn Ha s161yHIO,
HemoB 6inoto raboto[23], cBOIMM [OBrMMKU XBOCTaMum BKpuaK ii. CTanm 3000Ti
abnyyka a3bobaTn, ane, 9k nodynm TtopbaHoBy My3uKy IFropeBy,— NPUHULLIKAN
N noYanu cnyxaTu. A BiH iM BCe rpa€ Ta 1 rpa€, TO CYMHOI, TO Becenoi. 3abynu
KpacCHi NaBUYKM N Npo 3010Ti A6y4Kka. AXX HapeLlTi HanrapHiwa 3 LmMx NTulb,
O Ha roniBLi Mana 30/10TY KOPOHKY, KNUHYNa IropeBi NPOCTO Ha KoJliHa

Hanbinbwe A61yKO, @ caMa NPOMOBWUJIA HiXKHO:

— BiTato, Irope, nuuapto monogun! laBHo BXe xoTiNa a9 Tebe nobauntn,
bpaBui ko3aye! Bingan oue 961ykKo NosnkKoBHUKOBI LLpy6oBi Ta nepekaxxu
NoMY, L0 BiTaNa Noro kHsA>KHa OkcaHa. Ta we cKkaxu, wo Bxe binblwe croan
MU He NpunaemMo 1 usa 96nyHsa 6inblie He poauTUME 30/10TUX, NLE 3BUYaANHI
A6nydka. Tobi XX, MUANN NONIKOBHUYEHKY, AYy>XE A OAKYIO 3@ TBOKO YyA0BY
MY3UKY, LLLO TN HEK0 HaC NpuBITaB.

BMuTb no ToMy nasuykm 06a3b00anm BCi Abnyka, 3awenecTinim Kpuiamm

Ta XBOCTaMu 1 BigNeTiNIN B Pi3HI CTOPOHN.

LLle n 0o xaTw Irop He AiNWoB, K 3yCTPIB NOro CTapuii NOJIKOBHUK.
MNo6a4me cuHa, BUTEP BYCU pa3, BUTEP ABa Ta:



— Hy, wo X? — nuTtae.

— A OT Wo, TaTyco! — yCMiXaeTbCsa MOJIOAUN IFOP | BAMMAE 3 KULLEHI
4yynoBe 30s10Te A61yKo. A TOAi 1 pO3MNO0BIB yCe, Lo 4yB i Wwo 6avus.

Iy>e BTILLMBCA NOJIKOBHUK, K rnobayms 30510Te a67yKo, ane X i ayxe

3aCyMyBaB, WO BigTenep ctaHe A6/1yHA 3BUYaNHOLO.

HincHo, K npunwna BecHa, 3ausina abnyHs, gk yci iHWwi. Ane abnyyka Ha
Hil TOrO POKY He [03pinn. bo Big camMol BECHM B Ui KpaiHi He BNaB XXO4eH
Aoul, a Cyxun BiTep BiSiB AeHb i HiY. ToBCcKxaso BCe i B N0AsX, | B cagKax, i Ha
oropogax. lNMoyvasca ronofd. MocymHinv nogm, NOCMyTHINW 1 Nvuapi,
3aCyMyBaB i CTapuin NONIKOBHUK LLIpy6.

— XM-xm! — Kaxe.— MabyTb, BigHecna 3 coboto gouy, KHsXHa OKcaHKa.
Tpeba 6 ii 3HaNTK Ta NnepenpocuTu.

— A pe il 3HanTn? — BigkKa3sas bpaT HaT.

— A Kyaun no Hei ntn? — gonas 6paT KiHgpaT.

— XM, OiNCHO,— Ka>Xe IM Ha Le MoJIKOBHUK.— HixTo ) 60 HiYoro He 3Hae€,

siKka BOHa W €, HIXTO Il HE Bragace.

— E, Hi, TaTyclo,— Kaxxe Irop,— 4 il N0 rosIoCo4Ky MNi3Hato Bigpasy.

3pafiB NOJIKOBHUK Ta N rOBOPUT:

— To>XX He rancs, CUHy, Ta XyTHil HA KOHSA 1 ranfia WyKaTu KHAXHU

OkcaHkun. CKaXku 11 Tak i Tak, Hy... CaM 3Ha€ELW, WO Ka3aTn MaELL.



YKNoHnBCA TaToBI Irop, nouislyBas i3 MOWAHOI PYKY, CKOYMB Ha KOHMKA
BOPOHOIr0, MaxHyB Ha CBOro axxypy[24] Omesibka — 1 Ti/IbKK 3eMA8 Mig HAMK
3agynHina.

[loBro-npenosro 134MB Nno BCixX ycogax Mosioanin nuuap Irop. bo X HixTo
Hige HIYOro He 4yB i He 3HaB NPO KHAXHY OKcaHKy. Ta Irop 6yB nuuap
BUTPMBaJINKM, @ TOMY iIXaB Ta W iXxaB, NUTaBCA Ta NUTaBCs. | 0OCb 0QHOro0 Be4opa
BUIXaB BiH HA BUCOYEHHUN LWINWSb, TAKNA BUCOKNW, LLO TYAWN BXKE HaBiThb i
NTaWKM He MOran BUNeTIiTKU. A TaM Npu A0pPO03i — AUBUTLCA — CTOITb
XaTUHO4YKa. ManeHbKa, YopHa, 3aKypeHa. A nNpu BOpoTax 3irHynaca 6abka,
Taka CTapa, Taka nomopuieHa, K nedyeHe 161yko, Ny pyui NMOPOXKHE BiapO

TpuMae. CTano Iropesi )aJib CTapol, TOX BiH Il NPMBITaB rapHO Ta N rOBOPUTb:

— [o3BonbTe, 6abycto, 1 BaM BOAN BUTATHY 1 B XaTy 3aHecCy.

— OT cnacumbi x T06i, cMHOYKy LLIpybeHko! — Bigka3ye nomy 6abycsa.—
Hobpe X Tn 3pobumB, WO OO0 MeHe 3aBiTaB. A 3a Te, WO TU MEHe, CTapy,
no»<anis, a1 Tobi Bigasa4vycs. o meHe woneHHo 6oaanm Ha ogHY XBUSIbKY
npuniTae KHsXXHa OkcaHka. OTXXe, KON Xo4eLl, MWNCA TyT, To 1 nobadunw i

3 HE MOroBOPWLL.

BTiwmecAa Irop HEBUMOBHO, LLIO 3HAaWLIOB Te, YOro WwykaB. Ta nepeayacHo
BTilWMBCS, 60 HeBennka BGyna Momy 3 TOro NoTixa. TON YapPiBHUK, LLO KHAXKHY
OKCaHKy 3aBOPOXXMB i Ha NaBy NepeTBOpmB, MNOOBILAB NMUapeBOMYy OXKYpi
BbaraTo rpowen, AKLLO0 BiH NnepewKkoanTb Iropesi norosoputn 3 OKCaHKOLO.
OmMenbko 6yB 3a)KepaMBUiA | 3padmB CBOro naHa. [licTas Bif YapiBHUKA
MOLIOHKY 3 AyKaTaMu Ta COHHY conijkKy. | oT, came B niBaeHb, AK Mana
npuneTiTn Ao 6abkn KHa>xHa OKcaHKa, Nno4YaB OMeNbKO Ha COHHIN cominui
rpaTtn. A Irop, WO B cafo4ky nig rpywKoo cuiis, Ha TopbaHi TUXeHbKO
6puHbkae Ta OKCaHKy BUras4aB, Bpa3 rnovys, WO 06Ba>kHiNM NOMy NOBiKMY,
cami coboto Bnanum pyku, n HEMOMITHO 3iAWLOB Ha HEOr0 TaKUM MiLLHUIA COH, WO

BiH Hi4Oro He 4yB i He 6a4uB.



| B Wi XBUAWHI NpuneTiB 61aKNTHWIA NOBI3, 6iIMMN KiHbMUK 3anps>XeHun, a
3 HbOr0 BMWLLJIA NMpedyaoBa AiB4MHaA. Taka rapHa, Wo Takol KpacyHi e i
[0Ci Ha CBITi HiXTO He 6a4mB. Bpa3 ni3Hana BoHa Iropsa. Cxununacb Hag HUM,
no4asia MoOro TerJiMMm cnoBamMm HasmeaTw... Hi, He npoknpaeTbca nuuap! Tak

i BigneTina OKcaHKa, Hi C/i0Ba Bif lOHAKa He NoYyBLUMN.

A TiNbKW WO BigNneTiNa, NPOKUHYBCA Irop, MOTArHYBCSA Ta N FOBOPUTb

OmMenbKOoBI Tak papgicHo:

— On, nobun min p)xypo OMeneyky! Tax Tm n ysasutu cobi He MmoxxeLw,
AKWUN NMpeYvynoBUN MeHi COH CHMBCA! 30aBasioCb MeHi, WO HaurapHiwa 3 ycix
AiBYaT, KHA>KHa OKCaHKa, Ha 6n1akuTHOMY BO3i CloAn NpwuiiTana, Hafi MHOO

cTos/1a N PI3SHUMUN CONOAKUMMN HANMEHHSAMW MeHe Ha3nBana.

[>Kypa BTYNMB O4i B 3eMJ110 1 MOBYaB, Hibu 3emni HaiBCcA. bo X Taku, aK i
KOX>XHOMY 3paZiHMKOBI, COPOMHO oMy Bys10 CBOro nmuapsa 3paa>KyBaTu.
OpgHak i Ha Apyruin aeHb NianaaTmMB NOro 371U YapiBHUK. | 3HOB OMenbKo
BMNiBAEHb HA COHHY COMIiJIKY 3arpas, i 3HOB inuap Irop 3acHys, i 3HOBY MapHO
noro po3byaonTn Hamaranacb NpekpacHa KHs»xHa OKCaHKa.

A KONM CTasioCb Tak caMo 1 Ha TPeTin AeHb, BigniTar4m, cka3ana
OkcaHka OMesbKOBI:

— CKa)kn CBOEMY NaHOBI, LWo binbLue 9 ctoan NpuAiTaTh HE MOXY.

Konn X BiH xo4e MmeHe nobaunTtu, xan npuige 0o CKASAHOro 3amMKky. TiflbKun
XaWn nonepeny CBOIO WarnkKy Ko3albKy Ha cnuca noeicuTb. Koam X Tn,
OmMenbKy, LbOro He NepeKa>keLl, To He crnoAiBancs, wo 1o6i TBOi 36MTKMK

MUHYTbCA!

| 3 Tum BigneTina Ha 61aKNTHOMY MNOBO3i.

AK >Xe NPOKNHYBCS Irop i no4ys, Wo nomy OKCaHKa rnepekasysasna,

PO3BUOHINOCH NOMY B ronosi. B3aB BiH OMenibka 3a neTesibku Ta  No4as i3



HMM FOBOPUTMK, ajle TPOXM iHaKLWe, iK nonepeny ropopus. He xo4y A Ui€l
PO3MOBU TYT NepekasysaTu Bif CQ0Ba A0 CJoBa. byae n Toro, KONm ckaxy,
O CKiHYM1aCb Ta PO3MOBa TaK: BXOMNMB KO3aK Irop COHHY CONiJIKY N Tak
TOPOXHYB Heto No rosioBi OMeneyka, Wo ConiJika Ha CKasZIoykKu po3seTinack, a
OmMenbKoOBa rosioBa TpiCHya, AK AOCTUrNUA KaByH. Taka Kapa nocTursia noro
3a 3paay! Toai nogskysas Irop munin 6abyci, nogapysaB in OMenbKOBOro
KOHS1, @ Ha NPOLLAHHA CKa3aB:

— Po3kaxiTb, 6abycto, 4YapiBHMKOBI, WO 6yno OMenbkoBi. Konm X i gani
TOW NNXOAi A0 MEHE YinaaTUMETbCA, TO CKaXiTb, WO 1 noro lrop LWpybeHko
3MoXxe NobopoTn. Bo XX HE TaKMN YapiBHUK XUTPUIA, KOS NOKa3aB MeHi, AK
KHs>KHa OKCaHKa B AINCHOCTI BUrnganae. Tenep 4 1l He TO WO Ha 3eMni, a n nig,
3eMsielo 3Hanay!

MpnTNC KOHA OCTpOoramum i, ik Buxop, suneTis 3 6abuHoro geopuwla. I'pae-
CKaye nig HAM KOHWYEeHbKO, WO BigNo4YMBaB a)k TpW OHi. Ane B inuaps He
rpa€ cepue. 3Ha€ Irop, Wo 3 YapiBHUKOM TS)XKO BopoTnca 6e3 noModi iHWmnX
yap. A oe Th ixX TyT, Y Y4y>KOMY NiCi, wykaTnMew?! AXX Hapas 4ye BiH, LLO
rnMbOoKOo B A0JIMHI, Mif TIE KPy4ero, Ha AKIi BiH ONMUHUBCSA, CTPaLleHHUMU
rojlocaMu CBapATbCS AKICb AMBHI ntogn. naHyB Irop gogony Ta 1 6aynTb, WO

To 6'10TbCA Ha AHI NPOBasNA CTPALUHI BE/IMKAHW.

“TMeBHe, TeX YapiBHUKKN! — noagymas nvuap.— Hy, wo x! Moxe, BOHU 3
TUM YapiBHMKOM, WO MeHi LWKOANTb, Y CBapLi, TO MeHi NPOTN HbOIro

MOMOXXYTb".

[, He rato4m 4yacy, NycTMB KOHSA MNif Kpy4dy Ta 1 CTaB NMOMiXK Be/IMKaHaMU,

LLIO CaMe NMo3acyKyBaJin pyKasy, 06 NoYaTn 3HOBY HABKYJIauKMW.

B’ixaB Mi>X HMUX, YeMHO MPUBITaBCH Ta N FOBOPUTb:

— fAcHi naHoBe BesMKaHU! HYoro X ue BM TakKuUil rapMuaep isHAaaum, axk nic

BrMHaeTbCA? Moxke 6, 1 BaM YMMCb CTaB y npuroai?



A HanCTapLWMn NOrNAHYB Ha HbOIO 3ropu Ta N Kaxke:

— Yun 6a4y, akumim Hanwoscad ConoMoH?! YuM »Ke T HaM MOoXKeLd NMoMorTwy,

KOMALUKO?

— K YMM? — He 3nsKaBcs lrop.— Lobpoto pagot! A B MeHi 3a Hel
TakoXX nobpoto pagot 3annatute. Yu 3ropa?

— Hy, Ta BXe 3roga! — Ka)KyTb pa3oM ycCi BesinkaHn.— byab HaM 3a
cynnr. OT,— KaXyTb,— rnomMep Haw 6aTbKO Ta 1 3a/MWIMB HaM oLEen nauy 3
iMAK. XTO LUbOro nJjalwia oasrHe, Bigpasy ONUHUTLCSA TaM, Ae TiJIbKU CXO4e.
Buanma piy, WO KOXeH i3 HAaC pagHilWni CTaTy BIAaCHUKOM LbOro rnsawla.

— XM, XxM! — cKa3aB Irop, Hacnigy4ym CBOro Ctaporo tata.— Xm... A

3Ha€ETe Wo?

A BOHW BCi pa3oOM MUTaK0Thb:

— A wo?

— OT Wo,— Kaxke nuuap.— baunTte oTe AepeBo Ha Kpato NpoBanns?

— Bayumo! — KaXKyTb yCi TP BeIMKAHW pa30oM.

— Tak 6iXXiTb B/ BCi YAMAYXK A0 TOro AepeBa Ta Ha3an. XTo Nnepwunn 3
BacC croan AobiKnTb, TOMY N HaneXxxaTuMeTbCAa uen nnawy, 6e3 XoaHOI CBapKu
Ta 6inkun. A noku Bm BiraTtumeTe, NO3nYTE MEHi NOro Ha OA4HY XBUbKY! A

BMUTb TyT Oyny.

Tak i 3pobunun: BenukaHm nobirnm go 6inoro gepesa, a Irop obropHys
cebe nnawem i3 Mau, Ta fegse BCTUN NpokasaTu: "[o ckngHoro 3amky!", n
neaBe BiH CBOIO LWAMKYy Ha CMUC HACTPOMMB, K B Tih MUTI CNnHMBCA 6ing

KPaCYHi-KHS>XXHN OKCaHKW.



— Jloba moa kpanto! Konm n g Tobi ntobuin, xoBancs MepLuin nig uen

nnaw, He Ka>ky4du n csiosa! NMorosopumo noTim!..

OkcaHka He byna oy»xe 6asakyya Ta UikaBa, BMUTb CXOBaJlaCb Nif naaLy

WwinbHO 6ind Irops, a Len TiNbKU NYKHYB:

— Haszaga, y nposanng!

| B Wi XBUAWHI BOHN ONWHWANCH Y NPOBasii, Mo SKoOMy came rnosepTanu

Big 6i10ro gepesa BeJSIMKAHMN.

Irop noBicMB Nalla Ha CyY0K, CaM LUBUOEHbLKO B Cigenble, Nocaams

nosan cebe KHA>KHY OKCaHKY i TiJIbKM LLIAMKOI NMOMaxaB Be/IMKaHaM:

— Jlan BaM bo)xe 300poBasiyKka n ycsakoro wacTt4. Ocb Baw nnaw!.. — i

NPUTUC OCTPOraMm 6GOKN KOHEBI.

Ta nepBe KiHb BUCKOYMB 3 KOTJIOBaHa, Ae biraam BennkaHu, o3Basiacb 40

Irops KHs>XKHa OKCcaHKa:

— Jlvgapro Min Munnin, Iropmky Min nrobun! Xo4vy Tebe nonpoxaTun Npo
LLOCb Ay>XXe-Ay>Xe BaXKJIMBe.

— TinbKN CKa>xu, MO HaNAo0pPoO>K4a, BCe 3 pagicTio gna tebe 3pobnio, 60
X 4 Tebe Wwmpo Koxato.

— Tak cnnHn KoHnka! — rosopuTb OKcaHka.— lNMocigaemMo gecb nig
ckeneto NobeHbKOo Ta 1 MOroBOPUMO FapHEHbLKO.

Buckounnm BoHU 3 cigenbus, NyCcTUIN KOHA Ha 3eJIeHUN MOPIXKOK,

nocigann 6ina NoToky B KaM'sHiM poTeni[25], n novana OKcaHKa onosigaTu:



— Hacamnepegs, Iropto, Benmke T106i cnacubi, Wwo Tn meHe BpsATYBaB Bif
YapiBHOro 3aKn4aTT4, a we b6inbwe To0i AsKa, Wo T MeHe HIKOJIN He NMNTaB,
XTO 9 1 4oro Byna 3aBopo>keHa. Tenep 1 Moy 1 MyLly Tobi BCe po3moBicTy,
o6 He cTanacb NOTIM AKaCb NMPUKPa HecrnodiBaHKa. Y MoOXXy 9 rOBOPUTU BCE
no wupin npasni?

Irop Tinbkn npuropHys Ao cebe OKCaHKYy:

— Hy, Ta ak e X iHakwe?.. [oBopwu, roBopu Bce!

— Tak cnyxan! baTbko Min ByB Ay>Ke 3/1Min YapiBHUK. A OTi TpU BENMKaHW,

WO — Yy€EWw? — wie N A0Ci TaM 3a ckengamum 6'10TbCca,— TO MOI pigHi bpaTwn...

| BOHa 3aMOBKJ1a.

— XM-XM... — BaTbKiBCbKUM 3BMYaEM NpoMuMpmB Irop. Ane x wo 6yB BiH
Ay>Xe CTpUMaHui, TO BYaC Npukycme ryby, wob He ckaszaTn nepeayacHo
4OroCb HECNYLWHOro, nogymMaB TPOXMN, @ TOAI N KaxXe:

— Tak cnyxato, OKcaHKo, gani...

— Hawe BonopapcTBo,— NpoaosBxyBasna OkcaHka,— 6yo B CyCiacCTBi 3
TUMN Ma€ETKaMu, Wo npuabdas ix TBi TaTo, NONKOBHMK LLpy6. Y Moro x
6aTbKa, KpiM MEeHe 1 TPbOX CUHIB, 6y/0 We oaAnHagUATb A04YOK. KOXXKHa 3 HUX
Mafna Ha 060B’s3Ky 3aBigyBaTy MOroAo B 0AHOMY Micaui. B oBaHagusTomMy
Micsui noroay gornagas caMm 6aTbKo. 4 K Byna we ManeHbKa, BYMnach
Pi3HUX HAaYK, @ 3Ba/IN MeHe KHAXHOt0, 60 X baTbko MeHe BesibMU NtobuB i

XO0TiB, WoO6 nicna noro cMepTi A CTasia BOJIOAAPKOIO NOro 3eMenb i obpa.

OT KON 9 BXXe TPOXM Nigpocia,— 4Yorocb 04HOT HOYi MEHI He Crnanock.

| nobaymna 4, Wo nepepn NiBHIY4YO NOBCTaBa M MOi CECTPU 3 JTIXKOK,
pPanToM NepeTBOPUANCH iXHi 6ini goBri copoyeykun Ha 6ini NaB’a4i nepa,

MaXHYJIN BOHU KpuiaMn 1 BiONETININ B HOPHY Hid. Tak MeHe Le Bpa3uio 1



3auikaBuiio, WO A 3ipBaflach i3 JIXKKa N 3 KPUKOM KUHYJSIACb 3@ HAMUW [0
nsepen. TaxK y Ty MUTb BXOMNUB MEHe 3a PyKYy Min 6aTbKo.

— CTin! — rykHyB rpizHo.— 3abopoHsto To6i 6irtn 3a cectpamm Ta
AO0BiAYyBaTUCh, HOro N Kyaun BOHU BigneTinn! A xo4y, wob Tn Ha3zaBXaun
30cTanack noguHoo! o naran i 3abyab, wo Tv 6a4nna!

A ny>xe 3nakanacb, Bce noobiusna, 4yoro sBumaraB 6aTbKO, 1 BEpPHYAcCb Y
Ni>KKo. Ta Apyroil HoYi, camMe nepef NiBHIYYI0, 1 MUMOXIiTb MPOKUHYNACh | 3HOBY
B6aynna, 9K ceCcTpm panToM 3MIHWIWUCb Ha NAaBMYOK Ta O4Ha MO O4HIN
BUMYPXHYIN 3 HaWwol KiMHaTW. icna Toro WwoHo4i 1 Nnpokuaanack O TiK camin
roAVHI, WoHoui 6a4nna, gk BigniTann cecTpmykn, n 3abpakno MeHi cuan
TepniTn fani Lo TaeEMHMLUIO. ToAdi A NONpocusia B HaMKOXaHiW ol MOET cecTpuui
BUCBIT/IeHHA. OT BOHa 1 PO3roBisla MeHi, L0 BOHM KOXKHOI HOYi NiTaloTb A0
BaLLoOi YapiBHOT a61yHI Ha Bevepto. LLLo XK, MeHi Ay>Ke 3ax0TifoCb
NOKYLUITYBaTK 30710TOro abny4ka, moxe, we binble, SK TBOEMY TaTOBi,— TO
MOS CeCTpUYKa 1 NpuHecsa MeHi y A3b06i LUMaTO4YOoK. AK TiNbKK 9 AiTKHYNaCb
Toro abny4ka rybamm,— Bpas i 1 3MiHMAaCk Ha NaBuyKy. Ta mosa 6ina byna
binbwa 3a B6iay cecTep: 9 BXe Ha3aBXAW CTasa NTaxoM. Tinbkn wo byna s
KHS>XHOIO, TO B MEHe Ha roJloBi BUPOC/ia 30J710Ta KOPOHKA.

3 TOro 4acy i 9 WwoHoui nitana 3 cecTpnikamm go A6syHi, a Ha MO

NPOBUHHICTb NPUMNano KepysaTu AOLLEM B TiK KpaiHi.

Irop cnyxaB, 3aTalBWN OyX.

— Hy, Hy, npofoBXxyun, NpoaoBxyn! — Nnpocus BiH, Koan OKCaHKa Ha

XBWINHKY 3aMOBKI/J1a.

— BbaTbKO, NepeTBOPUBLLN MEHE 3@ MO HECJTYXHAHICTb Ha NaBU4KY, BCe
XX TaKu MeHe TPOXM NoxKasiB i 3a AKMNCb Yac CKa3as: "fAKLWo MaTumell
LWacTs, ToO KOJINCb Tebe po3vapye YynoBa rpa Takoro toHaka, KoOTpun BMiTUMeE
OyTn penikaTHMM, He faBaTuMe Tobi HeAOPEYHUX Ta HECTYLLIHUX MNTaHb, K

TV ue no3Boauna cobi 3 CBOE CeCTPUYKOI..." TOX 4 Mato A Tenep



roBopuTHK, K 9 To6i 6e€3KOHEeYHO BASYHA, WO TU MeHe LyKaB, Lo nepeTepnis

CTiNIbKK TPyAiB Ta Hebe3nek i cCTaB MOIM PATIBHUKOM.

— 3aTe XX Tenep Mu BXe HiKOJIN He PO3/ly4MMoCk! — CTUCHYB OKCaHMHI

py4ku Irop.

— Hi, Hil.. e nocTpusan, Min cMinnsum nuuapto! LLle ue He Bce! Moe
3BiJIbHEHHS Bif YapiB MO>XKe CTaTu NOBHUM TiibKM TOo4i, Konn 6yayTb 3BiNbHEHI

N Moi 6paTn. Toai TiNbKN 9 3MOXY BYTU TBOEKD Ha BCE XUTTH.

— A 9K XKe 3 HUX 3HATU 3akNaTTa? CKa)ku weuguwe! 4 rotosnn Ha Bce! —

CKPUKHYB Mosiogun lrop.

— Lle n nyxxe nerko, n ay>e TSXK0,— Bignosisia 3 cyMoM OKCaHKa.—
BOHM CTaHyTb 3BUY4AWHUMMN NIOObMU TOLI, KOJIN IX XTOCb YY>XUIA NOLLINYE B

HOJ10.

— Mpo mMeHe, xo4 i fecATb pasis!

— Ane XX T He MoXKeLll O0CATrTWM A0 IXHiX rosis! ba4yuB, AKi BesiMKaHu!

— [Nob6pa aymka bGinblue 3a BCAKOro BennkaHa! — BianosiB 6pasun
nnuap.— 3ragamn, 9K A iM nopaave No4innTL Nnala n Yepes Te 3006yB Tebe.
TOXX Ha MOUINYHOK 3aBXAun 3HanaeTbcs paga! bixxmn Tn, OKCaHKo, MepLuin 0o
HMX! BoHn 3 Ti€el 6inkn Ta 6iraHMHM, HAaNeBHO, NMOTOMUNCL, IK BOJIX MNiCNS
opaHKK. Tak Tn iM CKaxn, Wob BOHM HaLLIBUAKY BrinManan napy Beamenis m
NEeCATOK 4u ABa KabaHiB Ta po3noxxmunum barattsa, a TM iMm 3pobul cCMayHy Ta
MacHYy BeYeplto. [1o Be4epi BOHM NondratoTb cnaTu, a To4i 9 obepexxHo nia’'iny
[0 KOXKHOIO Ha KOHi 1 NOLiNyo KOXKHOro, Kyam Tam Tpeba. Bce-Takum X To MoOi
ManbyTHi wearpn![26] Yn He Tak?

Ta OKCaHKa B)Xe He BMTpaydasia YacCy Ha BignoBiAb: BOHa, MOB 6MCKaBKa,
nomMm4ana o 6paTie. 3pobuna iM 4YygoBY MaCHY BeYepto, Hy, a MO MacHIN ki

KOXXHOMY XK XO4eTbCA CraTu. ToX, K BEQIMKaHW nonsranm goBkoJsa barartrs,



BuApsnanach kKHA>xXHa OKCaHKa Ha CKeJllo 1 noYasia KMBaTu NajbynkoM Ha
nuaps-Ko3aka. Irop MUTTIO Ha KOHWKA, NiACKOYMB NOTUXEHbKY A0 NepLioro
6paTa — Ta UMOK NOro B 400! A BeNIMKaH TiNbKK 3iTXHYB 1 panToOM
3MEeHLUKMBCA, MOB TOM BasIoOHNK, AKOro BU NPOTKHYIM FOJIKOKO. Irop ToAai — Ao
ApYyroro, LUMOKHYB i noro. | 3 gpyrmm ctasioCcb Tak camo, a NoTiM i 3 TpeTiM.
TiNbKN X TpeTin BeNIMKaH Mnicas IropeBoro rnouislyHKy cTaB TakKU MasleHbKUN,
AK XJIONYMK: ay>e-60 CunbHO nouisnlyBaB MOro po3pagysaHuin nuuap! | BCTanm
BCi BOHM 30BCiM He TaKi noraHi, sk 6ynm paHiw, a LiNKOM TakKi, K 3BUYaANHI

aoan.

1 novanu 6yBLli BenMKaHu AAKyBaTu Iropesi, 60, AK Ka3anu:

"Iy>ke To KencbKka pid 6yTn BennkaHamu. Hi nixkka Takoro, wob mMo)xHa
6yno cnaTu, BUNPOCTAaBLUWCh, Hile He 3HaNAELl, Hi B XaTy BJi3TN HE MO>XXHa,
60 OBepi HM3bKI 1 TiCHI, Hi KOHA Takoro He 3006yaew, wWob Mo>XxHa Byno Ha
HbOMY BepXU ixaTun, 60 X BCe HOMM No 3eMJi 4aN1eKO 3a KOHEM BOJI0YATbCA.
Ane X,— Ka)XXyTb,— HaWripwe Te, WO KON NI0ANHA CTaHe BEJIMKaHOM, TO B
Hi 3pOCTaE CTpaLlHa 3apO3yMiNiCTb. 3apO3yMifiil Ta MULHIA TIOAVHI AyXe
TSAXKO XWNTK Ha CBITi, 60 BOHa cTae Hibu cnina. Ta ge Tam! e ripwe, gk
cnina: n o4i Mag, N AMBUTUCL MOXKe, @ TUM YaCOM HIi4Ooro rnosa cammm coboro

He 6a4nTb, 60 BNacHa 3apo3yMinicTb il ocninoe!

— Tak, pobpe,— Kaxe Irop,— o BM NoMeHLwann. TiSIbKN KencbKo Te, Wo
f1 Ha CBOr0 KOHA MOXY B3ATU caMy OKCaHy, a BaM BXXe A0BefeTbCH Tionatu

32 HaMU MNiLLKMW.

— Ane XX M1 MaeMO YapiBHUI BaTbKIiBCbKMA NalLy!..

Cioon-Tyam — Hema Hige Toro rapHoro nnawa! Wykanu, wykanu, ax<
HapewTi BavaTb: NeXUTb Mi4 KyLleM 3aMicTb Nnalla ctapa, bpyaHa raHyvipka,
Taka ornaHa, Wo n rngako il B pyku B3ATU. bo XX Tenep y>xe 3 Hel BCi Yapu
BiAbMIBCbKi BUALWAKX! MNAOHY AN TOLI BCi MO Yep3i HA OTOMN YapPiBHUKIB KOJINLLHIN

naaw, Ta n niwnm 3a lropem ta OKCaHKO MNilKMK.



TOXX-TO 3pafiB MOJIKOBHMK, K Nob6a4ymB CMHA, KPaCyHIO — NOro Hape4veHy
— Ta Tpbox 6paBnx monoauis, ii 6paTis! A we Binblie 3pagis cTapuin, K Bpas
Hebo NoTeMHiWano, 3arypKoTiB rpiM i BNaB BEIMKUI AoLl, a>k 3abyboHino no
naxax.

Ta BXe Ha LbOoMYy N Ka3ui KiHeub. o ) He TA>XXKO0 goragaTtucs, Wwo lrop
B34B 33 APYXXUHY NpeKpacHy KHAXHY OKCaHKY.

[21] TopbaH — yKpaiHCbKUA HAPOOHUN CTPYHHUIA MY3UYHUNA iIHCTPYMEHT,
61m3bkuin 6ynosoto no baHaypw.

[22] NocnonnTti — noan 3BMYalHi, abo censaHu.

[23] Taba — TypeubKke CYyKHO, MOKPMBasIo Binoro KoaLopy.

[24] O>xypa — 36po€eHOCEb KO3aLbKoi CTapwnHM Ha YKpaiHi B XVII-XVIII
CT.

[25] ®oTenb — Kpicno.

[26] LLIBarep — 40NOBIK CeCTpW.



