Jio6in moin XiHui, AHHI puropieHi KeiTka

Hema Ha cBiTi HiYOro ny4y4oro i 6ory muniworo, Kk cepue
MaTepi 00 cBOiX AiTo4oK! CKinibku 6 X y Hei He Byno, Y OecATKOM
6or 6,1arocnoBmB, YM TiNIbKKM OOHUM, OOAHO — OJ19 HET PiBHI,
XKOOHOro nobuTb, yCiX PiBHO NECTYE, 3a BCAKUM PiBHO BOMBAETHLCA.
[eB'aTb 340pOBEHbLKI Kpan Hel, NoTiWwakTb 1, @ 04HO MOPLUMTLCH,
KWCHE, Heay>Xe; BXKe BOHa 3a HUM BOMBAETLCA, TY)XKUTb, BXE i
60iTbCcH, Wwob we ayxxye He 3aHeny»xano abo wob,— Hexan 6or
60pOHNTL,— W06 we i He BMepsio. BoHa ix obMuBa, obnaTploe,
obwwmBa, 3044ra i HIKON XX TO HE BTOMUTbLCS, HIKOJIN HE MOCKYyYa 3
HUMWU, | yCcsaKa poboTa Ha AiTOYOK 11 He Ba)Kka. Konu 3 fiten € ake
laniBanee, HeCNyxHsaHe, To 6aTbko — K 6aTbKO — rpyUMHe Ha
Takoro, ckybHe, WmNkn gactb, Nonib'e; a MmaTn — a9k maTu! BoHa
MoYHe NOoro yroBoptoBaTun, nectyBaTtu: "He pobu Tak, CMHO4YKY, He
xoan Tyaun, ronybumky! Tak Herapasa. Tn MeHi gocag)xaew. 4,
rnaaaym Ha Tebe, YacTiCiHBKO Maavy Ta AyMato: koam 6 To BiH
CXaMeHYBCS, Ta NOKUHYB Take pobuTtun, Ta cnyxas 6u 6aTbKOBOIro
BYEHHS, Ta No)xasikoBaB 6y MOiX CNi3040K, TO We 3 Hboro 6ys 6un
4yonoBiK, we 6 A gixkAaana Ha CTapoCTi paAyBaTUCA, TNAAAYN Ha

HbOro".

Hexal )xe Tenep ycsk npo cebe 3raga, — 60 xT0 He byB
3M0J104Yy WasoBANBUIA? — Bifg 4oro Binbw Xanb BisbMe? Yu Big
BaTbkoBUX CKYBOK, abo X04 i My>KKWU, YM Bif MaTEPUHOIO
ronybneHHa? A we AK 9Ka 4acoM 3arnJsiayvye? — Tak rocrnogm
MunocTmeuin! Yci NakoCTi MOKMHELL, | Ha BEYOPHUL 3 MiCAUb He
HaBigaewcs, i 3pobul 3a Tpbox. Lo To maTtu! CBATe gino! Nocnogb
MUIOCEPAHUN, K € BiH Ha Hebecax, Tak 3aMicTb cebe oaB HaM Ha
3emni pogutenis: 6aTbko — W06 HaB4aB Ta 4O PO3yMy OOBOAUB; a
o6 4yonoBiKk MONIOOMNI 3AYPY HE 3aTY>XUB Ta He 36uBCs 3
NaHTeNnKy, Tak TyT MaTu 3 Takot 11oboB'l0, K € rocnoab

MUIoCcepaHUA 40 nac, rpilHNX.



OCb NPOTMB 4YOro s TPOLWKMK 3aKMHYB NP0 MaTEPUHCbKE CepLe i

ayuy.

byna ynoBa, Bekna Begmeguxa, i WO TO XiHKa: Ha yce ceno!

Po3yMHa, po3cyanmea, 6orobossHa i YecHoro poay. byno, i cam
roJloBa YacCTICiIHbKO [0 Hel 3a Nopanfoto, i BOHa Takuil COBIT fobpun
0acTb, WO He TiNIbKW ro10Ba, Ta i YCi CTapukKM Tak He NpuayMatoThb,
SIK BOHa CKaXke, i yce rapaspg byae no ii. Cama X, 6byno, He xoanTb
[0 BOJIOCTI | HIKOJIM He PO3NUTYE, YOro i 3a4mm 3ibpasacsa rpomaga.
I i Hy>xamn mano ni fo Yoro. MpuUan X 00 Hei 3a Nopafoto 06 AKIM
xo4ew fini — Tak Tak! Bxxe nobpe HaB4YnTb. TSKKO po3yMHa byna!

Byna cobi i 3aMmoXHeHbKa. byna B Hel 3eMenbKa, CKOTUHKa, byB
i BITPAYOK, Ta SK 30CTaslacd yOooBOto, Ta i nopo3faBasia yce: 3eMJto
— Ha CKINWMuHy, BIiTPSK — 3 MipKW, Ta yce YecHuM, 6orobossHnm
nogam, wob He 306upgxxanu il i wob y cpok 3Hocuau, wo Tpeba.
CkoTunHy nonpopaana i ctasna cobi 3 KONiNKnM XUTHW.

Bxxe 1i Oxpim BMep, a TyT cTana pesisia. OT nicna CemeHa
niwna BoOHa A0 BOJIOCTI, NOYyBLUW, WO rpoMaga 3ibpanacs. OT,
yBilWeaww, BOHa noMonunnack 6ory, noKAoHMNack rosaosi i yCim, K
NOBI BENNTb, | CTana Ka3aTtu: "A Lo, naHe rosioso, i BN, nNaHose
rpoMago, ot BXxe i CemeHa nNpuinLwno, NOKPOBM CBATOI LUBNOKO
AKOemMocs, a 0eCATHUK 00 MEHe Hi pa3y He 3axo4uB i He 3ragyBaB
06 nogyLwHim".

— Ta'pxe TBiN OXpiM B)XXe BMep, — Ka3aBs rosiosa.

— | COCTOITb ICK/IIOYEHHNM i3 peBi3bKUX Ka30K i 3
obuwecTBeHHUX BiAOMOCTEN, — NiAXOMNMB NNCApP, MOTHYBLUW

natnamum, i MOKUHYB NMnMcaTn.

— Ta 3Halo, Wwo BmMep, — Ka3ana Bekna, — i cTOITb

3aKJIIO4YEHHNM Y BiAOMOCTI, K MaH nmncap no-mMMCbMeHHOMY KaXxe.



Ta 9 Taku yce xo4y 3a Moro OxpimMa nnaTtuTun, axk NokKK Xxuea byny.
Cnacubi 6ory, MeHi € 3 4yoro 3HocuTK, i byae Beceniw, WO S 3a
aywy OxpiMa, Hexal LuapcTBYE, byay nnatuTtu, Ta 1 cama byay
boaopuTnCA, WO i 9 MOB YOJIOBIK Ha CBIiTi, TyAN X, 3a 8obprmun
NIOAbMW, 3HOLLY LLlapeBi i CBOK KOMiNYMHY Ha BINCbKO, LLLO HAC
obepira. Ta n 3 06WEeCT3eHHOro He BUNNCYNTe, Hexan i a byay
3HOCUTU — NOYOMY TaM 3 OyLui.

— Ta 9K MOXXHa, — Ka3aB roJjioBa, — W06 XeHCbKa AyLla Ta

nnaTtwuiaa noparti?

— Ka3sycHoe gino! — obizBaBCb-Takn Nmcap, WTpuKatoyn cebe
nanbuem y nob. — He imieTbca npumipy. Tpeba-HagobHO cnpocuTm
y rocrnojuHa icnpaBHMKa po3pilleHis.

— Ta HiYoriciHbKO cboro He Tpeba, — cka3zasa ygoBa. — Tu
TaKun, rnaHe nucapto, i He po3pillancs, i He Ka3ncs, a ocb WO,
naHoBe rpoMano, 3pobiTh: BUNUWITb JINLIEHb SAKOro Kaniky, abo
B6igHOro cMpoTy, a 3 MeHe crnpaBnsanTe. Hexan-Takn s HegapoMm

XXNTUMY Ha CBITI!

— Xiba Tak, xiba Tak! — 3aryna rpomaga, i 3pobunu no-
BeknuHoMy, i niwna no ceny cnaga, Wo Bekna CTOITb y peBi3il i
nogywHe nnatuTb. "Tak i Tpeba,— Bekna, 6yno, yB o4BIT Kaxxe,—
Jlydye XK MEHi Bif A0CTaTKy MIaTUTK, YMM 3 CMPOTU Ta 3 BiAHOCTI
TpebyBaTn. Ag)Ke X i 1y Lapsa HaWoro 40J0BiK; 3MOXY 3a NI0AbMU
3HocuTKn! [loyuky Bigoam, npuHbMUT Byne, 3a ABox 6yay nnatntn'.

B>xe TyX-Ty>X Bekna goxugana 3414. OT-0T nicnda 3a4aTis, y
NUANMIBKY, MOYHYTb CTAPOCTW WBAHAATK A0 Hel, 60 BXe ii o4Ka
OkcaHa, K gixaemo pi3gBaHUX M'9CHUUb, TO Bbyae 1
WiCTHaAUATMM roa. A Wwo To 3a AiBka byna! bingBeHbkKa,
MOTOpPHEHbKa, WBMAKa, NpyaKa, Ha pidyax 6onka, NpoTn yCAaKoro

3BMYaHeHbKa. [le BOHa, TaM 3 Hel i periT, i CMix, i irpaLkmy, i



BUragku. K To B MaTepi He ByN0 HISKOro xa3sancTea, a yce Xuam 3
KoMinkn, To OKcaHi Hi4Yoro i pobuTm 6yno. Yn BUnHuNa xnibus, 4n
Creksa — MepLin 0o nogpyr: Tam ii XAyTb-00XKNAa0Tb, 9K 06
BECHi nacTiBku, 60 gk 3awebeye, 9k 3abansgHTpacuTb, Tak yCiM
BeCeno, Xo4 Ui/ geHb cnyxas b6u i, a BXXe po3CMIilLNTN — TakK
nopasan! Konn 6 mepTBUIA 4yB, K BOHa Bansacu To4YUTb, TO i TOWM
6n po3peroTaBcCs, HE TO BXKE XUBUN, WO TakK i N1AratoTb Bif CMiXy,
ne BOHa y beciai. Ha By nuui, Ha BeHOpHULAX, Y KONAALI Hawa
OkcaHa nepepf Befe; 6e3 Hel He 3HanAn 6, wo i pobuTn.

MaTn, 6yno, no4vHe ii 30NMHATK: "Cuan, LOHIO, A0MaA; YOro-Taku
biraew? Yom He pobunw? O3bMuK nnweHb abo npaaun, abo wwin:

HiYOoro He BMiewWw".

KuHeTbcs, 6yno, 0o maTepi Ha wuto, obHiMa i, uinye,
NPUMOBJIATU CTaHe: "MaTyCceHbKO, pigHeceHbKa, pnboyko,
ronybo4ko, nepenino4ko! He 3onuHan xe meHe. A X cobi we
MOJI0[la; HEXAW XKe A MOoryasto, K Ta NTU4YKa na Boai nig Hebecamun
niTae. byay 3ragyBaTun CBO€ AiByBaHHSA, Wo A B Tebe, 9k pnboHbKa
y pidedui, rynana, kyam xoTina, Tyan nnasana, Ta Tebe asakosana,
O T B MEHEe MaTyCeHbKa »aJlicimea, obpa, nectyBana meHe. OT
BXe K Nigy 3aMiXK, HafiHy O4inoK, TOr4i BXKe Hikyau rynsaTn, Torai
BXKE 30MUHIOCA, TOrAi BXXe NMPUHbMYCb pOBUTK; PyK He
nokKnagaTuMy: i My>Xuka, i aiTto4ok 6yay obwmsatuy, i Tebe,
MaMO4KO, Lo T B MeHe byna Taka nobpa, »xanosana MeHe,
nyckana ycrooun rynatm".

— Konm 1o we byne! — cTtaHe cTapa KasaTun. — 3BUKJa biratum
Ta rynatum, Tak xTo Tebe npncaanTb 3a poboTy? Ta 4um BMI€ELW LWLO

pobnTN? HUTKN He BUBEAELL...

— | BXKe CbOro, MaMo, He KaxXku. {1, ANBAAYUCS, 9K T pobuLy,
yCbOro HaB4unacs. Ke nmwenb rpebiHb cloan,— 3apas3 Buxonuna y
MaTepi rpebiHb i NoYana NPACTM — aXk XypyYUTb BEPETEHO, a BOHA



HNTKY BUBOOWNTb, TOHKY Ta AO0Bry, a TyT MNiCeHbKN-BECHAHOYKN

cniBa. CTapa ANBMTbLCA Ta OMBYETLCA.

— A Wo, MaMo, He BMil0, CKakeLl, NPSACTN? — Ta NoOKnHe
rpebiHb, Ta 3a pyLWHUK, WO MaTN BULLNBA i Xe Ha npuaaHe, i
MOYHEe TakKi X KBITKW CTaBUTK, SK | MaTK, i 3aBefe BeCiIbHUX
niceHboK. To MaTu ax crnsecHe pykamu, i paga 6 1o, Wwo Take
nobpo pocTe, i Beceno 6 To i 3 HelO, | XKANKYE 1l 30CTaBUTU Bing
cebe, w06 He cymyBana, i 60iTbCA il NyckaTn, wWob 4acoMm... giB4a
monogae, wob He 3arybuna cnasu... ani, ckpisb 3ybu, we Tinbku
HaMipnTbCAa Ka3aTu: "Ta nan X, ngu..." — B>Xxe Ta N cxonuniacs,
BXe i Ha WKy MmaTepi, BXe i BuUinyBana, Bxe i nobirna... i agepen

He 3a4MHUNNA... BXXEe TiJIbKU 4yTU — MO BYUL nae i BUCMIBYE...

Hexanm >xe Kosnm MaTn Xo4 TPOXN 3MOPLLUNTLCH, Wo abo HeayXa
4mMM, abo Lo Take, Bxxe OKCaHN 3 XaTu i He BUXKEHELL, BXe yce
3abyna, i BXxe X04 y OpY>XKM CaMa nepLua npusaTtesbka Kankatmme
— He nige Hisawo. Bxxe Big MaTepi Hi Ha N'aab; yce 11 y Bidi
AVBUTUMETBLCS, yce nuTtaTume: "o B Bac, Mamo, 6onmnTtb? HYoro Bu
ba)kaeTe? Y He NoOKAMKaATN 3HaXypKn? Yn He po3cepamnna A Bac
YNUM, Ta Ce BU He KaXKeTe, Ta CTONrHeTe, Ta XaJIKyeTe Ha MeHe".
TaMm y>Xe K npucTaHe, Ta 1 BiaBeAe Bif MaTepi ycaky Xypby,
yCAKYy Tyry, Ta xo4 6u 1 cnpaBai Heay»xa 6yna, To OkcaHa i
PO3BaXXUTb, PO3roBOPUTbL, | TNX0 3abyne.

A xo4 bu aka Becena byna, Ta nobaynTb CTapus, Kaniky 4u
NOropisioro, BXxe BOHa yCe NOKUHe — 3apa3 [0 HbOro, Po3rnuTyeE,
pO3MNpoLUYyE, 03bMe 3a pyKy, nosene ao cebe, Haroaye, ob8innTb
yum 60r nocnas, Ha AOPOry AacTb | BUNMPOBOANTb 3a CENO; TiNbKK i
BUAOKO Ti, 9K BOHa K010 BiAHOCTI B'€TbCA Ta 3HaW CJi30HbKKN yTUpa.
Ob6gainuna, Bunposoguna, CnizoHbkn BTepna, 6ixknTb... BXXe BN'ATb

y 6ecini, BXXe i BepxoBoauTb BN'ATb, K byna.

OTce X TiNIbKN W0 BECHa HACTa€E i COHEYKO NO3JIM3YE CHIr e 3
AKX ropbukis Ha nicky, Bxxe OkcaHa i 3ibpana cBOO KOMaHAy:



LWaTHY/laCb-MOTHYACb 3 KiHUA B KiHeLb, Beae HU3KY fiB4vaT i
npuroBoptoe€: "Ta yoro Bu bygeTte cnaitv no xatam? bor oa€ BecHy,
COHEYKO NpurpiBa, BitTepeub TernsieHbKU, roai BaMm no 3aniykam
Tynutuca. He obpuana Bam 3mmMa? He fOKY4YMN0 KUCHYTW Y XaTi?
byneTe cTapi, Torgi we HanexuTecs rno nevyam, HarpuMaeTech 3
MY>XWUKaMW, HanaeTecb 3 AiTBopoto. A 4yum byaeTte 3ragyBaTb CBOI
monogii nita? A 6onan sam Beceno byno! (Ce B)xxe B Hel yCiM i
3aBcerga Taka Jlanka byna). AHyTe nmuweHb, nobiximo!.. a
bepiTecs y xpewmka, y BOpoHa, NOBeAEM KPMBOIrO TaHUS,
XopoBoAa, KoCTpyboHbKa, y XXOHKU". 3apa3 i nonaposasa ycix. Bxe
yCi giB4aTa rapHi, yci npmbpani, yci nosmpag»xyBaHi... Ta 6a! ii
3HaTK BifA yCix. Taka BaeBa tonNkKa 3 pykaBaMu, Taka i NaaxoTka, i
3anmaco4ka, i kocn Tak ybpaHi, i, 6a4nTbCa, N PYLLULHUKOM TakK Xe
nignepesaHa, i yce, yce Tak i B Hel, IK Ha yCix AiB4yaTax... ere! Ta
LLLOCb yCe He TaK. YCe Ha Hil TaK LWTeNnHeHbKO, YenypHEHLKO,
obLwmnaHo, TakK yCiM AiBKaM Kpaca, Tiibkn 6 Ha Hel oaHy i

ONBUBCA.

TiNnbKKW NMOYYyOTb AiBY4a4YMN rOMiH Ha BYJINLi, TO N NOB3YTb 3 XaT
i oigwn, i 6abwu, i XiHkK, i Monoguui noBubiratoTb, Ta WO TO — i
AiTBOpa ycsa BUCUJIe 3 XaT, | yCi KaXyTb: "A X04iM NNLeHb Ha
BABIp's, BXXe OkcaHa po3rynsanaca”. | nocigaTb y300BX N0 BY/NL
Ha 3aBaJIMHaX, Ha KoJlogKax i, Ae MOXXHa, nonig TuHaMu. A
napybouTBO X, BUPSAUBLUNCA NO-CBONOMY, LWWanku Habakump,
JIIONIbKN NO3aTAry0Tb, Ta KynaMm XoAaTb KPYroMm AiB4aT, Ta ax
06113yl0ThCA, ANBAAYMNCHL Ha OKcaHy. | BOHWK, | yBeCb Hapog, Wo rno
BYMUI OANBUTBCA, O4HY il 6a4aTb, Ha 04HY OUBNATLCA, MPO O4HY
OkcaHy rosopAThb...

OT i nonapyBanncb gis4yaTta y Xpelwuka; ot i rpobu ctanu... Ta
N YKYPHYN... PiTb-QiTb! He poamscs Ton 4on0Bik, XTo 6 OKcaHy
ninmas! XTo 6 rpo6amu He cTaB, xo4 6m 3 NapybKiB, XTO NPyAKO
bira, — i He Ka)xu, wob ii ynosuTKn! XT0 ii 3Ha! Yci b6iratoTe — TO NiA
HUMW @)X 3eMJ18 CTYrOHUTb, 3aCanaloTbCs, 3a4UXa0TbCS,

CNOTUKATLCS, iHLWa CTOpYaka AacTb TAakKoro, Wo... TiIbKX gpyra



Bi>XnNTb WBMAYe 3akpueaTn ii... NMobixnTb e OKcaHa, Tak
HayanBoBMXY! BiXXKNTb, HEHa4ye MyXxa NeTUTb, A0 3eMJIi He
DOTOPKAETLCSA, TiJIbKM 3HAN HiXXKaMn ApibHeHbKO nepebupa, a
pyYeHbKaMu He MOTa, a TiNbky Byuim i npoTarHe, wob 1o
nigoaTucs, Ta TiIbKKU WO NianycTuTb Ao cebe 6m3eHbKo... opunb-
apnb-apunb... B>xxe Tinbkn 1 6a4mB. CaMa XX TO He 3irHeTbCS, He

3ropbuThCa — AK CTPYHO4Ka!

Habiranacb y xpeliunka, BumMopuia ycix, faBal Xoposoau
BoaunTn! MNMoeena KPMBOro TaHUs, Tak WO Apyri gis4aTta! ix i He
BUOHO 33 Helo. 9K 3ipoYKa BedipHs MeX yCiMa 3ipkaMu; K yTiHKa
no BofAi navBe, Ta BUXUNAETbLCSA, Ta NOJIOBKOK NOBOAUTDL, Ta
BeceJieHbKO Ha YCix nornsga... a sk 3sefe rniceHboK, 3Ha€eTe, Wo
npwn xopoBogax Tpeba cniBaTu, Tak AK Ta coninoyka abo
TUXECEHbKUN O3BOHUK... YCi NpOYi cniBaloTb Ha yYBeCb POT, @ BOHA i
ryboHbOK He po33iBa, Ta il FOJIOCOYOK YyTb Bif yCiX, WO TakK 3a
cepue i bepe... yce 6 1i n cnyxas...

fAkoBo X To 6yno Bekni, maTepi ii, ANBNTUCSA Ha CBOIO
AOHEHbKY, L0 X04 BOHa byna i il AuTH, i WO KOXXHiN MaTepi CBOA
ANTNHA MUNa, a TyT cama baunTsb, Wo Il OKcaHa-Kpaca yCboMy
ceny, i wo yci ntoan 3ibpannce 3aTmM, Wob NognMBUTUCHL Ha
OKcaHy, i Wo yci, yB OMH rosioc, He nepecTatoymn, NOXBanATb i
Muny OKcaHy. K npunae sBxe 0OA0MY 30BCiM yBe4epi, TYT BXe
MaTW UiNye-Lislye CBOKO LOHIO, BULLIJIYE 1i YCIO, MPUrOBOPIOYMN: "TK
— MOSl JOHEYKO... T — MOS NacTiBOYKO... T — MO Kpaca, T —
MOS cfnaBa... Yyepe3 Tebe g  Becena i 340poBa, i Big ntoaen y
no4oTil... Ty MOl CTapiCTb BeCeNMLW, T MeHe Ha CBIiTi gep>xuw!..."
— | YCAKMMWN TaKNMU NMPUroBopKaMun 0OBro-A40Bro rnecTye CBOKO

OUNTUHY.

A OkcaHa X To 1 MoBYMTbL? Hy-HY! Ta cobi uinye matepi i pykn,
i WOKN, i ronosy, i cobi yB oaBiT: "MamMo4ko, ronybo4ko, mos
pigHiciHbka! Ta A X Bca y Tebe... y MeHe TBOS HaTypa... Abu 6 Tn
byna 3p0poBa, Becena Ta He nepecTasasa Nobutn meHe, Tak A



3emAi nig coboto He 4Yyto, MeHi Tak sierko, noneTina 6, Mo Tas
nTuyka. Lo Tn niobuw MeHe Ta Xasyewl, Big Toro i 8 Taka
BecesieHbKa i Hi 06 4iM He gymato, Tinbku 6 TOo6i BrognTn,
po3secennTtun Tebe. T XX B MeHe caMa, MaTyceHbKa! Hema B MeHe
Hi baTeHbKa, Hi BpaTuKa, Hi cecTpuui; TM MeHi i COHeYKoO, i Micaub, i
3[00POB'AYKO, i WACTAYKO... 9 XX 3Hato, Wo i 9 B Tebe oaHa, 9K Ta
NOpOoLUNHKA YB oui; To 9 cebe Tak i aepxy, wob Tn Becenmnacs
yepes MeHe A0 KiHUs BiKy CBOro, wob pagosanacs, rnaga4ym Ha
MeHe i Yyyto4nm nobpy 06 meHi cnaBy. MaTiHOYKO, piaHeceHbKa! He
BigoaBan MeHe 3amixX. Myxunka Tpeba nobutun, a g He X04y HiKOro

nobuntun, Tinbkn Tebe, MaTyCeHbKY MOIO, 3ipO4Ky Moto!...

Bekna i cnyxa i, i He HacnyxaeTbCsa. AMBUTLCA 11 Y Til O4EHbKWU,
WO, K HeBO CUHE, 6NNCTATb, ANBUTLCA, NIOBYETBLCA, NOUINYE iX,
nepexpecTuTb ANTHA CBOE, 3AMXHE, NiaBeae cBoi o4i oo 6ora
MmnocepaHoro, nogyma: "Komy Take nobpo gictaHeTbca?" —

CnJslakHe Ta 1 cTaHe 6ory MomMTUCH.

Taka piBka, gk Hawa OKcaHa, HeBXe X To He Bnogobanack
napybkam? He 3Hato! Y 6yB e TO X044 0AMH 3 HUX, Wob He
roctpuB 3y6iB Ha Hel? XXoaeH 6u 3acnaB N aen 0o Hei nonepes
ycCix; Tak 6oanncb-60 rapbysis. He ognH 3annMToBaBCSA 3aHbMaTM i,
Tak, 3HAETE, Ha XXEHUXIBCbKe AiN0... TaK KyAun X, Hi npuctyny! Y
H6ecepni 30 BCiMa i FOBOPUTD, | pero4eTbCs, i MiACMIIOE, i Lo X0
KaXxu — byne cnyxaTun. 3anuTancs X 3anHATK i, abo nxHyTu, abo
HOry nigcTaBnTK, WO6 CNiTKHYNacb, K BOAUTbLCA Y Napy6bkiBs, WO
3a/IMLAITLCA 40 AiBKW... He 3Hato! BoHa Tak Bigpixke, Tak
06COPOMUTL YCAKOro, WO HE 3HATUMeE, Ha AKY CTynuTun!

Heski cMiniwi, Tak Ti Tak, HaBNpPoCTeLb, CTaHYTb Ka3aTu:
"OkcaHo! 4 Tebe nonwobus, WKMpo, kpinko nosobus! OTaka i Taka y
MeHe xypnoba, oTTo i TO €. MNigew 3a meHe? MpucnnaTtn nogen?"
BoHa 3apa3 yB oaBiT: "Cnacubi Tobi, Yonosive nobpun, Wo T MeHe
nontobue. MeHi Beceno, Kk MeHe nobnaTteb. A niogen He Typbyin. He
Te wo 3a Tebe iIMEeHHO He X04y: A N Hi 3a KOro He Xo4y".



Tak, 6yno, i MaTepi CKa)ke, WO He X0o4e 3aMiX, K A0 Hel, 40
CTapoi, NnpunayTb caMi 6aTbkn abo maTepi, wWob ceaTaTn OKCaHy
3a cnHa. Ctapa Bekna, byno, niogen po3sananTb, NOYaACTYE, Ta 3

TWUM i BigNyCTUTb, @ CaMa NPUHbMETbLCS 3a AiBKY:

— CKaXxu Tu MeHi, 3ainan mmnoctb, OKcaHo, e TBi po3yM, ae
rososa? YoMy-Takm T He nigew ocb 3a cboro? Tak Bigpizana n
TOMYy, i TOMy (TYyT yCix 3raga, Wo cBaTanaun ii), oT i TyT Te X. Konu 6,
cKasaTwu, noan aki-Hebyab, a TO X noaun Ha yce ceno. Lo tn 3
cobol aymaew, Mo ANTUHO?

— A Te 4 3 coboto gyMato, MaMO4KO, LLIO HE X04Yy 3aMiX 3a

MY>XUKa.

— Wo ce T 3aymMana, OOHIO? — a)XK CKPUKHYa Bekna,
CniecHyBLIN pyKaMu.— Y He 3aypina Tn? 3a KOro X Tn AyMaeLl

niTmn?

— OX, MaMO4KO pigHiciHbka! 1 1 cama YacTo npo cebe gymato,
O Tpoxa 4u He obor)keBonina a! A BXXe Lo X04, Slal MeHe, X0\
6un, a 9K 3o0yMato NTU 3a MY>XKMKaA, TakK MeHi i CBiT Hemunuin! Ocb
6ay wo. Ak i cTana 9 Ha HOrM CxBavyBaTUCH, | pocna, i BUpocna, To
yce i Big Tebe, i Big nogen 4yto, i cama bavy, Lo a9 xopoLua Ta
KpacuBa, WO N y cesli y HAaC Takol HeMa. Ta gk we 1 HaTypa
npuhanacb y MeHe Taka Becena, LWo MeHe yCi n1obnaTb, Tak y MeHe
| 32ap0iNOChb Yy rONIOBI: HE X04Yy 3a MYy>XMKa Ta N He Xo4y. lMiwoBLwn
3a My>XuKa, Tpeba noknHyTn 06 cobi aymaTtn, wo sk 6u
HapaanUTUCL, K Bu ybpaTuca, a NniTn AnMWweHb Ha Bropog, y rnone, i
AOMa BO3UCb i3 AiTBOPOID, TOBYUCH i TiIbKW | 3HaW, WO AoOMa
rnopamncs, My>XMUKoBi roau, i canyxam noro, i NoBakan, a Koaun we i

noni6'e, Tak Tn i Tepnun. He xo4y 3a My>XuKa.

— Koro x 106i Tpeba? 3a Koro Tm gymaew nitun?



— A oCb, Mamo, Wo. Koam 6 Mmu xnnm y ropogi, To 1 6 3 CBOEIO
Kpaco wBmako 6 3Hanwna cobi SKoro naHm4ya. A ik MU XXMNBEMO
TyT, y ceni, To 1 6 niwna 3a Kynusa abo 3a nonosunya. OXx,
MaTyCeHbKO MOsl! — Ta, CeE KaXXy4W, i KWHylaCcb 00 MaTepi Ha
wuto. — Akbun meHi Take wacTta! Wo To nbnio, wob y po3KoLui
XXUTWU. He nopaTunck HiYoro, a TiibKN XopoLue XXUtu, wob nutn, in
IcTn, i xopowe xoauTm 6yno wo. Ta gk 3ragato, Wo 9K 9 Tebe Torai
LWaHyBaTUMY Ha CTapoCTi, Tak i cebe He Tamnto Big pagocTi! byay
T06i roanTn, 6yay Tebe HiXXnTun, Yoro 3abarkaew, yce
noctanatTumy. Cama He 3'imM, He 3in'to, a yce 06 Tobi
ybnsatmmycs...

[oBro i NnabLHO Ha Hel gnemnack ctapa Bekna, gani gk
3ansaye. "locnogn munoctmemnn! — Kaxe. — Ta cnpasgi, OkcaHo,
4yn 06 cBoeMy Tu ymi? Bigking Taki gymkm 1o6i npunwnun?... Ce 1
BMHHA, WO HaTosKyBasna Tobi 06 TBOI Kpaci; MaTepi ycaka AnTuHa
X0opoLlla 30a€eTbCs. Ta xo4 6u 1 Tak; xiba X yci xopowi nayTb 3a
naHu4iB abo 3a kynuis? MoTypan, byae xopolia, K Tasd KBiTKa, a
Takn nge 3a xnibopoba; i y noni 3 HUM pobuTb, | LOMa NOPAETLCS, i
Kpaca ii He nponasja: BOHa NMopoawnsa AiTO4YOK i AsKye bory, a
Ais4yaTa 1l TeX KpacuBi, 9K i BOHa byna. Ta oT i g: i 9 6yna Ha yce
ceno aiBka. He To Wo no ceny cnasmnacs, Ta n NpUiKOXKatoLwi
NnaHW, K y3apAaTb MeHe, TaK aXk 3 KOJIICU OT MoTu BUJIi3e, Ta
ONBUTBCS, Ta XBaJIUTb, @ iIHWMKW aX LWANKY 3HIMe Ta CKax<e:
"3ppacTtyn, kpacasmua!" Ta g XX He Ay>xe Lo nogyMana i He
3aropAaunniach, a Taku, K JIy4MBCS YOJIOBIK 3 HalMX, Niwna 3a
TBOro 6aTbka, 3a Oxpima, xod i yaoseub 6yB, Ta 4ecHa gywa byna;
i XKnna 3a HUM, AsKyto4m bora mmnocepgHoro. En, 4OHIO, KUHb TaKi
ropai oymkn! Ce cobi cMyLLeHi€ Big HEYNCTOro, rocrnoamn Hac
6opoHwu Big Hboro! Mnagn Tinbkn, wWob Tebe ci AyMKN He 3aBenn B
nornbens — Hexam Tebe coxpaHUTb MaTn 6oxxa!" Ta n obHANa
[OYKYy, CTana I uinyBaTu i XpecTuTu.

OkcaHa 1 Kaxe: "SIk Xxo4, MaMo, a NOKN Taka AYMKa € B MeHe.
Byay cnyxaTtu, Wwo MeHi kazatumerd, byay n cama posbupatmn”.



OTTak YacTo BOHM cobi MipKyBasnu; i cTapa, TO NPOCAYMn, TO
naavyym, gosena 404Ky A0 TOro, Wo ckasana: "o », mamo, nigy i
3a My>XWuka, abm 6 4yecHnm ta gobpun 6ys npoTtus Tebe..."

A>XK OCb i Ny4YMBCA WWBMAKO NMapeHb BakHUN. OaunH cobi, Hi
H6aTbKa Hi MaTepi, Hikomy byne opyayBaTu. Cam cobi xa3siH, a
nobpa ycakoro, Xo4 CKOTUHM, X04 MOAs, YNMano; napeHb MOJIOANN,
Apy3saKa, poboTAWwmnn, CMUPHNN, HEM'IOWNIA, | BXXE Hi 3 KUM Hi
3a/1a€TbCA, Hi 3aBeeTbCA, Ta YOPHABUN, Ta Kpacueun. CTapa
Bekna oboma pykamu yxonusach 3a cboro (lleTpom noro 3sann), i
cama OkcaHa i cioau, n Tyau i, BXXe He Apo4vYayuncCb, CKasana:

"Migy, Tinbkn Hexanm o6 ocenn".— "Mdapma, n nigoxxagemo".—
CKa3ana Bekna, 3pagoBaBLInCA.

AK TyT... i po3KasyBaTu He xo4eTbcA... OTTO y Ty cnoboay, ne
»Xnna Bekna 3 OKcaHot, Ta NPUALLAK cangaTu Ha nocTon. Lo x
Torai ctanocs 3 gis4atamu!... Cami cebe He TAMNATL 3 pagouwis!...
On, 3raganMo nuiweHb, bpaTus, CBOI MONOAI fiTa, K We MU
napybkoBanu; 4n BTAMKM BaM, K, Oyno, NpUNaemMo Ha HyxXi
BEYOPHULi, TO AiB4aTa, 9K ACOYKU, KOJIO HAC, | BXXe Ha CBOIX He
XO4yTb i AUBUTUCK. 3BICHO, IX AiBOYa HaTypa: cboroaHi ynogobana
4YepBOHY CKUHAAYKY, 3aBTpa — 3eJieHy, a YepBOHY Mig Horamm
Tonye — i bangyxe. CborogHi 6a>ka MONOLWIHOI Kalli, a 3aBTpa BXe
i He Tpeba,-gaBan in Kop>xa 3 canom. CborogHi Mmunuin in Cteuybko,
3 HUM XKapPTYE, 3 HUM XXEHNXAETbCS; KoM X nobayvymnna 3aBTpa
XBeObKa, Ta e 3 4y)K0oro cena, To BXe CTeubkKoBi 1 Lyp, i Nek, i
He 3aHbMaWn ii, i He pyL 1i, BOHa Tebe 1 3HaTb He 3Ha, i BidaTn He
Bifa; 1M TiNbKW i MMAIWNIA yCiX XBeAbKO... Ta U TO HA CbOrogHi
TiNbKW, @ 3aBTpa 3HOB KOro ynogoba. A B)xxe Hannave — 9K
B34pATb cNyxusux!... Y! 1o CbOro Topry BOHU NilLKU. AK TM
MYHOEP, a we nyuie ycu, i Tiibku noba4ynTb AoBefeTbCs, TO BXe
yce 3abyna, i HiYOro He 4ye, i Hikoro He 6a4nTb, ONpiy yciB...
OTTaka HaTypa ycix aiB4aT. YCi BOHM O4HUM MUPOM Ma3aHi...



Tak byno i Tenepeykn. Ha TyTewHix napyOKiB HIXTO 3 giByaT i
He OAMBUTbLCA: yce 6 M cangaTu Ta cangaTu; nogaBan ix i Ha
BY/IMLLIO, | Ha BeYOpHULI, i ycrogn. Tak-60 LapCbKi CNy>XMBi He Te
AyMaloTb: noMy Tpeba MyHULiIIO CAPaBUTWN, MyHAEP HaNarogmTw,
CMOYUTK; HIKONM IM 3@ AiB4aTaMu. YMMasio BOHU CBITY NPONLAN — i
yCIOAM XK TO AiB4YaTa IM Ha WKWIO BiLLAJINCh, | BXKEe CTan HIMo4Yomy...
Ais4aTa, 6a4aymn, WO IX NOCTOANbLI HE 3aHbMalOTb, NMPUNHAUCH 3a
CBOI XUTPOLLi: MOPO3PALAXKYIOTLCSA, NOBOMparoTbCA, Tak Wwo Hy! |
caMe y TaKy rnopy, sk cangaTtu Ha MmywTpy 36upatoTbCs, OT
Menawka yxonnTb Bipa i nae no BoAy AKpas NpoTuv cannaTis.
3ocTpinack 3 HaTankot, Wo nae 3a YNMCb 4o asagbka. OT Ak
30CTpinnCA, Ta n faBan basikatu, To 06 CKUHOSAYKaX, TO 06
yepeBUKax, TO He 3HaTb 06 4iM; aK TyT rynbk! BiaTing Jomaxa,
Biacing Isra, a Tam Xsecbka Ta Negopa, Ta cs, Ta Ta, Ta U
Ha3bunpa€eTbCA iX 0O CMHa. banakatoTb, 6anakatTb NpomMex coboto,
Ta M nocigatoTb Ha Konoaax, yce 6banakato4u, a Ha CangaTiB
OyuiMTO | He OMBAATLCA; @ B CAMUX aXK XUKKN TPYCATbCS,
aymatoun: "Konam 6 oTTon BUCOKNIA Ta YHOPHABUIN 3anMHAB MeHe!" Ta
Tak yCaKa CuauTb | AoXKnaa axk Ni3HbOro Be4yopa. A maTepi cami:
XOYTb A04Y0K — HEeMa; HiYoro pobuTun: cama BOAU HAHOCUTbL, CaMa
po3Befe, Ni4 3aTONNTb, BEYEPATU BapUTb; HEXAWN, KaxXke, AiBKa

noryns.

— [e-To Tn, fOHI0, Tak AoBro byna? Ane BXxe 1 HepaHo. [le To
Tak 3anisHunacb? — nutana Matu Hawy OKcaHy, Wo npunina

A04O0MY MPUTbMOM yBeYepi.

— [e 6yna? — oaBiT Aana OKcaHa, 3HiMato4un cBoto Biny HOBY
CBUTY, CKMAa4n DaEBy YepPBOHY IOMNKY, a 3 FOJIOBN — JIEHTU Ta
CKUHOAYKM | NOKNa[aloyun yce rapHeHbKO LWo Ha nisa, nig rososun
cobi, a neHTn — 3aBopoYytOHM Yy ByMaXkKy i XOBaKO4YM 3 XpecTaMMm i
HaMMUCTOM Yy CBOIO CKpuHto. — e byna? AmBunack 3 giB4aTamMm Ha
MOCKaniB. LLLo TO iIK rapHO MYLUTPY BUKUOAOTb — K OAUH. TO BCe
IX BYMTb IX cTapwunin. KaxxyTb, HemMa i y BCiM ceni cTapwle Bif

HbOro. Ta AKUN e TOo, MaMo, Po3yMHUN! Ta AK NOro yci cnyxawTb!



LLlo ckake, Tak yci MepLwin i pobnsaTb. Konm KpukHe Ha HuX, Wwob
NIAHAAN PYLWHULI, Tak aKpa3 i NigHIMYyTb, a)X 3a0pA3KOTUTL
yctioau... Tak Becesio, WO He MoXHa! | Kyau IM cKa)ke NTu, 4n
HamnpaBo, YN HaNiBO, Ti/IbKU KPUKHE, TaK HIXTO U He CNopuTb — YCi
CTiHOW TaK i nayTh. LLlo TO aecb po3ymHuin! A 10 BXXe Kpacusuu,

Tak i mipul... Yn Tn, mamo, conuna gposa?

— Wo ™, wo ™n, wo tn? bor 3 Tobo! — KpnkHyna Bekna Ha
O04KY, L0 BXOMUAa NwoHa y XXMEHIO Ta 1 no4vana no npunidyky
nocmnaTun, MOB CONATbL CTpaBy. — Ym Tn oaypina, 4m oboxesonina?
Lo ce Tn pobunw?

— Bbauyl... Tepy! — cxameHynacb OKCaHa i NOKMHYyNa MwoHo, Ta
yxonwusa BiHUK, Ta faBan XxaTy MeCTu... TyT BN'ATb MaTu rykHyna
Ha Hel, Nonpikaw4un, Wo He 3HaTb Wo pobuTsk. "HYm 0 cBOMOMY TN
yMi? Y To BXXe HaguBwuaacb Ha cangaTiB, Tak BOHN y Tebe y

rosaosi?"

— Ta Hi, mamo, uyp iM! ByaTo yce Ha HUX | AUBUTUCH, AK IX TOMN
CTapLWNA BYNTH... A K Ay>Xe KpninTk! Mloro naneko 4yThb; BXe
Tak, Wo ronoc! fdk ctaHe nepen HUMK, TO AK opesl. BucovyeHbKmn
Ta NMPSMEHbKUN, AK CTPINIOYKA, | YCU € HEBENNYKI, YOPHABUIN cObi Ha

BULY...

— XTO TaM TaKNM YOPHABUI? — NuTasia MaTn, 3aCMaxkyro4u
6opwy, y OKCaHu, Wo, NoCKIafoBaBLUN PYYKU, CUONTL Ha MOJy Ta
yce CBO€E AiyMa i Npo Te TiNibKM N pO3Ka3YyeE.

— Ta T0 5, MaMo, Tak cobi; To 4 Npo CTapLworo... — Ta ”
3a4yMa€ETbCA... @ Aani BN'aTb NPUHbMETbLCA PO3Ka3yBaTuU: NOYHE
npo ABAoxy, a 3Be[le Ha CTapLuoro... po3kasye npo XiBpio, a 3sepe
Ha CTapLloro... A MaTuK, 3HaBLUW MPO CBOI BINOPYYKY, LLO BXE He
NPUHbMETbCSA Hi 3a BiWO, | Bangy>xe: yce cama NMopaeTbCs i He
NPUCIIYXAETbCH, WO TaM A04Ka PO3Ka3YeE.



| 3a Beyepeto OkcaHa 3akmgasa nNpo CTapworo, a MaTu 1 He
cnyxa... Ta Aecb i yCto Hiv Hawin OKcaHi CHUINCL cangaTun, a He

Tak cangaTtu, AK iX cTapLuuvn...

YpaHui, 4n 3pobuna wo, 4m Hi, No CBOIN HaTypi nobirna oo
nogpyr, wob Bn'aTe 3ibpaTnCb IM AMBUTUCE Ha MYLUTPY.
NnigMoBmnna — i BeceneHbka. Herapasa 3 maTip'to noobigana — Bxe

N YKYPHYNa, BXXe N Ha KOJIoAKaX, BXXe N ANBUTbLCA...

Ax Bbirna cmepkom Hawa OKcaHa y xaTy Ao maTtepi!...
PageHbka, BeceneHbKa, CMieTbCSA, Wwebeye, birae, cane, BN'aTb
CKOYMTb, KNAAETBLCA MaTepi Ha WK, po3Kasye, i ae byna, i wo
Bbaynna, i 3 AKOK OiBKOK roBopuna, i 9K cangaTn MyLITPyBasnUCh, a
NpPO CTapLIOro — HiYnympk. Kpyrom Koso Hboro wo byno, yce
PO3Ka3YeE, i TiNbKN 6 NPO HLOrO WO CKa3aTwu, TO 1 3aMOBYMNTD,
3alyMA€ETbCA, | TaK AKpa3 AK NOJIOM'a CNMUXHe, 3a4epPBOHIETLCH,
3aCOPOMUTBLCSH, PyYeHbKaMMN 3aKPUETHLCA, MepeMoBYnNTb, Ta BN'ATb
3a CBOE: NOPATUCh KNHETbLCA — TO N 4N, Te Po3ifne, Te
nepeBepHe, Te po3ib'e. MaTn cTaHe Ha Hel rpMMaTK, a BOHa
XXaAPTYE, pero4eTbCs... Ta N po3BagnTb MaTip.

Ce x Taka byna cborogHi. 3aBTpa X TO K yBiWIa y xaTy, Tak
HeHa4e i He BOHa. CMyTHa, HeBecena, O4i MOHYPUTb, CUONTb — Hi 3
MiCcLUS, | MOBYNTb, K CTiHA. Yoro maTtm He cnuta — "He 3Hato. He
b6aymna. He yyna. He pornaganace". OT i yca po3MoBa. MaTm Kono
Hei ybuBaeTbCA: "MoyKe, Xxo4ell Cboro, Toro?" — po3Baxka ycCiM, a
OkcaHa ” He cnyxa 1i. Be4yepaTn He CxOTina i, nexxadun, yce TIKKO
3amxana.

LLlo »k ce cTanocsa 3 Hawot OkcaHow? MabyTb, WO Hegapom?
Ere! Tak-Takn n € HegapoM. OT BauuTe: Nnpunwan y Ty cnoboay,
[e BOHa XWia, cangaTh Ha NOCTin; a Hag HUMK ByB KOMUTAH |
36mpas iX Ha MywWwTpy HaZBeYip, a AiB4aTa CXO4UINCA ONBUTUCA HA
canpaTiB Ta po3rnagatv 6 1o, 3 AKMMM 6K TO OMiCAA NoXKapTyBaTW.

OT Mex HuMK | Hawa OKcaHa. BoHa Ha canpaTiB He ayxe i



pornafanacs, a yce AMBuMaacsa Ha KonmTaHa: SKuin 1o BiH 6pasun,
AKUA MOJIOONN, KU KPaCcUBUW, SKNUA NPOBOPHUNA, | yCe Noro
po3rnagyBasia, Tak L0 ONpiy NOro HiKoro 1 Hi4oro He 6avnna.
OTTO y nepwmnm BeYip Tak i Xo4eTbCs, Tak | KOPTUTb ii, yce npo

HbOro MaTepi 1 webeTana.

Ha opyrun geHb BUnLLNa 3apaHi, a TyT i OXBULEPU BUALLAWN, i
KOMNUTaH 3 HUMU, Ta AK We He yCi cangaTtu no3bupanuce, Tak
oXBULEpPM | faBan 3 giB4aTaMuy pOo3roBopOBaTK, Ta CMIATUCSA, Ta
hewo suragysatu. A KONNTaH HakMHYB oKOM OKCaHy Ta 1 no4as 1i
XBannTun: "dka To BOHa, Kaxke, Kpacasunusa! CKiflbku, Kaxke, He
MOXOAWMB MO CBITY, CKiJIbKN 4YOro He BMAas, Ta He BUAaAB TaKol
Kpacasuui i Mex naHAaHkamu. Ce, kaxxe, yypno!" Ce Bce OkcaHa
Yyyna i 9K Ha BOrHi ropina. dani K niginwos Ao camoi ii, Tak BoOHa 6
CKpi3b 3eMJIt0 NpoBanniack, wesna 6, 3abirna Ha Kpan cBiTy. BiH
no4aB il po3NMUTOBaTKU... Tak Wo X 60. Muta: "Oe Tn xunsew?" A
BOHa Kaxke: "OKkcaHa".— "€ B Tebe maTn?" A BOHa Kaxe:
"Mo3aB4opa". | cama He TAMUTb, WO Kake. ani nornaamvs i No
woui, Ta n Kaxe: "He ctnamnce, ayweHbka! My no3HanomMmmmoch 3
To6010". TyT BOHA TPOXU-TPOXN He CKa3ana: "Ta 9 BXXe 1 Tak Bac
nobn". Tak-60 31K B HET HE NMOBEPHYBCS, 3aCOpoOMMAach i CBITY
He nobaymna. A giB4aTa X TO, NOAPYIN Ti, aXK PEro4yTbCs 3 CBOIMU
oxBuuUepamun, He Tak, 9k OkcaHa, Wwo 1 cnosa He nigbepe, Lo Nomy
N ckaszaTu. Mok cangaTn MyLWITPYBaJSIUCb, TO KOMUTAH YacCTIiCiHbKO
nornsgas Ha OKCaHy, a Ta 3 HbOro0 04eun He 3Boausa — TakK i
NMMAbHOBAJIa Ha HbOT O, i BXXe B HEl CepAEHbKO Tak i 6'eTbCA, AK Ta
pnboHbKa Ha yOo4ui; a Ha AYLWi X TO TakK Becesio-npeseceno, Wo v
po3Ka3aTn He MOoXHa! Onicna ycix ais4aT niwna gogomy OKcaHa,
AK PO3INLWINCE cangaTh i SK KonuTaH, nayym 6insa Hel, 3HAB
Lanoyky Ta cka3sas: "lMpowan, kpacasuua!", Tak BOHa 1
HecTaAMMUIACk | OTTO Taka Becena npubirna oo martepi.

Ha opyrun pneHb nobirna OkcaHa nonepepn ycix Ha MyLwTpy
ONBUTUCK. LLLO XX?.. OUBUTBCA: aXK 1l KOMUTAH BXXe 3 ApYyroto

NiBYMHOIO CTOITb, XXAPTYE, 3aHbMa il... @ BOHa X TO i npu noasx, i



nocepepn By aumui, i We Kyan — we 00 Be4yopa, a BOHA CMIETbCA Ta
perovyeTbCs, WO BXe pafiCiHbKa, Wo 1l KonnTaH 3anHaB. Tak-To
Aymana OKcaHa, AUBSYUCH Ha Ce, Ta I YM JoCafHO CTaJlo Ha
KonmMTaHa, Wo BiH, Ae B34piB AiBKY, Ta 1 Nno4as Il 3aHbMaTN — |
cTupa NnoMy Hema, 4m CTUAHO 3a LiBKY, WO He BTiKa BiJ HbOro, Ta
caMa CTOiTb 3 HAM i PO3roBOPIOE, Ta BiA CbOro a>k nobnigna,
3aTpycuiacb Ta MepLLIin i BepHysiacb 4040MY... A KOV NMpaBay
cka3zaTtun, OkcaHa ” cama cebe He TaAMUNaA: BOHa AyMaNa Tak, a Cce
n 6yno gocagHo, WO KONUTaH 3aMHAB gpyry, a He 1i. 3HaETe,
cepaeHbKO B Hel MonoaeHbKe, caMme cebe He po3bepe; nonwbuna
KONMTaHa, 3alleMino cepaeHbKo, Ta AK 3poay BnepLle, Tak BOHa U
caMa He 3Ha, WO 3 Helo €...

OT y TakiMm ropi BepHysacsa gonomy, segse-nense ginwna... i
yce y 1l Ha AyMui oTTa AiBKa, WO He nocTuamniaca 3 KonntaHom
PO3roBOpPIOBATU, Ta N TON KOMUTaH... 6ay akuin! Hexan 6u Bo3nBCS
3 CBOIMW CangaTaMu; sKe oMy Aino go Aais4at? Xiba mu nomy
piBHA? XXapTyn cobi 3 naHaHkamu!... Tak-60 Hivoro 6 i He Byno,
AKOn BOHa BTeKJa, a TO  CTOIThb, i perovyeTbcs... y! 6e3cTngHmnus!
Mo6aynna 6 ii maTn, wo 6 Tormiin 6yno!... OTTak-TO yce
cepawnnach i Ha Hel, i Ha KONMUTaHa yBeCh Bedip, | AK crnaTu narna,
TO yCe y Hel OAHI Taki AYMKM Ta ragku... a)k CrijlakHe cepaeluHa,
AK T goneye [0 cepus, Wo AiBka cebe He nobeperna i Wo KonuTaH

OnicJis MOCMIETLCA 3 Hel...

Yu cnana, 4m He cnana, a BpaHui yxonuaa Bigpa i niwna no
BOAY — i Tpoxa 4uM He nepuie 3poay! bo n npasaa: oe KpUHMLUA, a
BOHa NOTArHysa ax retb Byauueo no basapy... fymatwdm, Tam
611M3bKO KBaTepa KonuTaHoBa, To, MabyTb, BXXe y4YopallHs AiBKa
CHYE K010 Hel, Wwob Tinbkn 3 HUM nNobaynTuck... "Ta BXXe He A byay,
— aX KpukHyna OKcaHa, — KOJW TifibKu B34pt0 i 3 HUM, TO Aanebi,
Lo MaTepi 1l CKa)ky: Hexan 30NMHUTD 1i, HeXa BOHa He pobuTb
cnaBu Ha Hac ycix!"



AX rynbk!.. konuTaH 3-3a XxaTW... i Ni3HaB OKcaHy, Ta 00 Hel:

"3ppacTtyn, OkcaHo!"

Ay OKCaHun i pyKu, i HOrm 3aTpyCcuUIncCh, CTasa AK ykornaHa, sk
npupocsa 0o 3eMJli, Hi 3 Micus, Hi mapu 3 ycT...

KonunTtaH i cTaB 00 Hel Ka3aTu no-Hawomy, 60 xo4 i 3 MocKanis
byB, Ta, MabyTb, po3yMHun 6yB, WO 1 No-Hawomy BMiB: "LLITO T He
BUXOAWA y40opa Ha casfaubKe YY4eHHS CMOTPIiTb, ra?"

OKCaHa MOBYUTL.

— MeHi 6e3 Tebe ckywHo 6yno.

OkcaHa TyT 61 nMomy 1 ckasana, wo rnomy i 6e3 Hei 6yno Beceno
3 APYrow AiBkoto, Tak nosabysasa X yce Te, WO gyMasa 3Be4vopa i
yHoui. A ik no3abyBana, Tak i MOBYMTb, O4EHbKM MOHYypUNa y

3eMJ110, HeHaye NiYnTb CTebNNMHKK, WO Nig Horamu.

— CKywHo byno 6e3 Tebe. 4 Kpalwloi AiBKM | He BUAAB HIirge... |
nonobus Tebe... Kpinko Nonwbus...— Ta y34B 1i 3@ PyKY i Kaxe
TUXeHbKO: —TiNbkK nonwbu meHe, A Tebe wWacnmeoto 34inato.

OkcaHa — 4K y pato! BoHa, Wo He XOoTiNa Hi 3a AKOro My>»xuka
WTn, Ta yce ayMana o6 naHcTBi, 06 po3koLli, Yye Tenep, Wo ii
nobuTb NaH, monoaun, xopowwnin, baratmm — 60 No MyHaepy yce y
HbOr0 30/10TO; i, MabyTb, CNpPaBXXHil NaH, WO YCi XX TO CangaTun
MOro cnyxatTb i 6OATBLCA, | TaKMI NaH Kaxke, Wo ii 1obunTs i
LacnmBoto 3pobuTb; BipHO, BiH AyMa ii y3saTn 3a cebe; OT-OT BOHa
naHeto cTaHe... Lo X i1 TyT ka3aTtu? BoHa Big wmporo cepus i
Kaxke: "fAK ke Bac we nonwobutmn?"

— Monobun oa wmporo cepus... 06 MeHi gymai... BUXoab A0
MeHe... noaobu, 9k g Tebe nobnio.



— Ta 9 X TakK i... nobnto... Ta we n ayxye!...

OkcaHo, OkcaHo! 9kbu Tn Ginbwe nNaHiB 3Hana, T 6 cboro
HiIKOJIN He CKa3ana; Tu 6 3 nepworo cnoa Bigbirna 6 Big HLOro, AK
Bif NNXOI roanHu. Ty He 3Hana NaHiB, 4un, Wwe ny4y4e — naHmyis! He
AVBO IM OOYPUTK CENSHKY, WO 3poay ix He 6aduna, He dyna, 9K
BOHM BpelyTb, 9K 3anNpuUCAraloTbCs, SK ONicna rybnate Tux, Wo im
nigoacTbCcsd. MaHnyi 3BUKANCA Ha Tux 6igHWX, WO 03bMyTb Bif
6aTbKa, BiA MaTepi y ABip 3a NaHHOYKaMK XO0OUTKW, 3apa3
0BCTPMIXXYTb IM KOCM i MigHIMYTb Ha rpebillokK, Wo Tak i TUPYUTb Ha
ros1oBi, MOB Ha MiBHEBI; 3 NPaBOC/IAaBHOI MJIaXTW Ta HaAPALATb i1y
TOW NPOKNATUA KOMMNOT; 3 ABOOXU NepeBepHYTb Ha [yHSALWKY, i3
IBrn — Ha EBreHito, 3 Mpicbk — Ha ADPOCbKY... OT BOHa I
noayma, Wo 1 BOHa CTaJsla MaHHOYKOLO, | YiNASAETLCA A0 MaHUYIB; |
AK TiIbKM N06a4YnTb LiNKOBOro, TO 1 BiXKNTb, | BilLLAETLCA IM Ha
WKO... TaK HA TaKMUX NaHWYi, 3BUKLLUW, KNOAOTbLCS | MO CeNAHKAM i
06aypIoloTh IX Ay>Ke, a onicansa — X04 nJiad, Xod nponagam,— BiH i
Bbanpyxxe, CMieTbCA Ta ApYyry NigMoOBAS...

He 3Hana cboro Hawa OkcaHa! BoHa-60 3many Havynacs, wo
BOHa KpacmBa — Mipu HeMa. BoHa yce 6bakana BMNTK 3a nNaHa, a
Tenep naH ii mosobus... BoHa i B ronoBax He noknagana, wob naH
MyCuB 36pexaTu... OT i NpuU3Hanaca KONMTaHoBI, Wo Nobutb Noro...
TinbKn ce BMMOBUIA, Ha NMX0 Cobi, TYyT BXXe KOMUTaH, CaM He CBin,
KWHYBCS 00 Hel, 0bHAB, NoLifioBaB... NOMY XX HEBOMBOBMXKY AiBYaT
LisloBaTK, MOB FOpPiXn IyCcKaTn; AKOBO X To 6yno Hawin 6igHin
OkcaHi?... 3emna nig Heto 3ananana, Hebo Haa Heto 3aropinocs;
COHEYKO, IK MaK, NOYepPBOHINIO; BOHA, MOB NMTUYEHbKA, MigHANacs
Big 3emi, wob noneTiTn... LUBUOEHbKO BXOMNMUIACA 3a CBOro
KonuTaHa, 06BmMaacsa Kosio HbOro py4yeHbkamu, wob He
PO3/y4MUTUCA 3 HUM, WO6 BiH He 30CTaBcsA cam 6e3 Hel... 0bHANa
noro, i wob we in Tak rapHo 6yno, BOHa BXXe NOro nowisosana... Ta

TyT i 30MANina, | He BiAipBeTbLCA Bif HLOrO...



3raganTe nuweHb, bpaTus, 9k Bam Torgi 6yno, Sk Bu 3pony
BRepLle NnouisioBanun Ty AiBYUHY, KOTPY BU LWMpPOo nobunun? Yum
MO>XHa X TO po3ka3aTu abo cnucaTtun, aKoBO BaM Torai 6yno? He
PO3NUTYNTE X i MeHe, AKoBO Byno Hawin OKcaHi: xiba 6 >xapoMm Ha
nonoMm'i nncaTn Ta ickpamu 3acunaTun, Tak Torgi 6 noTpanus, Sk
crnmcaTu... A KONNTaHOBI WOo? HiYoriCiHbKO. 3rafgamMo X Taku
BMN'ATb, K MU, XOM i BNepLwle, uisloBann Ty AiBYMHY, KOTPY, He
nobnayun, Tinbkn nigayptosann. TibKK WO CMavyHO, MOB Ricns

TPbOX AeHb 6€3 JI/IbKM POMEHCHKOI0 TIOTIOHY CMOKTHELL.

| Toro Tak He 6yay po3ka3oBaTu, LLLO BOHU ONiCAs MPoOMex
coboto posrosoptoBann (6o ce BaM i CaMUM BTSAMKMK); SIK BOHa,
obHiMal4m noro, nectysana: i "KonuTaHUKy min", i "cokonmky", i
"ronybunky"”, i "nebegunky", i ycakmmm cnosamu rnpuroBoptoBasia
NOMY; i K BiH, — No-HalIoOMy, iK KOJINCb OyBano, — Kas3as, L0 BiH
Ma€E i gevoro baraubko po3kasaTun, Tak Tenep Hikoan, a NPocuB i
SAKOMOra, Lo "Koau, Ka)ke, BipHO NtobuTb, Tak wob sunwna
Be4YepkoM Ao Bepbu, o npoTu ix gBopa". TaM-TO BiH BXe yce
nobpe maB i po3kasaTu. 3BicHO, Wo OkcaHa obiwanacb BunTHn, 60

e He Haroeopwuaacsa 3 CBOIM MUINM.

HauinoBaBLwnCb, HAaroBOPMBLINCE, MOBOXKMBLUNCH LWe, WO
ByayTb WwWmpo nbuntmnca oo camoi CMepTi, NiWwan No CBOIM MiCUAM:
KonnTaH — A0 cangarTis, a OkcaHa — Mo BoAy... noe — 1 3emni nig,
cob0ot0 He YyE... 3raaye€ ycsKe CJ/I0BO, AKe-TO i1 KONUTaH Ka3as, AK il
nobuTb, 9K LiNoBaB, AK NpuropTas Ao cebe... Ta y CUX AyMKax
3aMLl1a aXk reTb-reTb, 30BCiM Ha Kpan cena... "Ox, MeHi nmxo! —
aX KpukHyna OKcaHa, ornagiswmnce. — Kyam x a otce nay? Ta,
6a4nTbCH, 8 K N0 BOAy Miwia... Ae X Mol Biapa? LLlo ce 30 MHoOtO
cTanoca? [le KpuHnuA, a ge 4 3onmHuiaca? Ym g 3 yma sinwna, 4m
wo?... Ox, Moa roanHoHbKal..." AX 3aKkpuiacsa py4eHbkaMu, K
3rajana, Lo BOHa cepely AHSA 3 KOMUTaHOM CTOANa, |
po3roBoptoBasa, i obHiManacs, Ta n ctosna AK ykonaHa. "LWo 1o
nobpe, — ayma cobi, — L0 He cepen BYNLI, @ Y KYTOYKY, Mig,

TUHOM, Ha BYIJli, WO HIXTO TaM He Noba4yunTb... TaM Xe 1 1 Bigpa



nokugana... byge meHi, 9k xTo 3Hange! ba4, kopuna KaTtpto, Wwo
y4yopa 3 KONMTaHOM rpasiacs, a Tenep cama 4oro Hapobuna? OT
Tak nak! Tak BiH-60 po3ka3oBas, Wo BiH KaTpi oBCi He nobuTb, WO
BiH 1l 3aMHAB TakK, WWYTKW pagw, i wo Bxe b6inbw He 6byne i
3aHbMaTW, 60 NOO6UTL MeHe 0HY... Ta AK e Kpinko nbutsk! Ak
To 60)XMBCH, WO, KaXke, YyCIO Hi4 He CNUTb, yCe Npo MeHe ayMma...
LLlo >k To yBe4epi cka>ke? Moxxe, OMOBUTbLCA, KON 3@ PYLUHUKAMU
npucunaTtun. NMoxanymn, Xxod CbOrofHi... To-To, AK CTaHy naHeto!.. axk
AyX 3axBayvye Big panocTil... | MaTip oaarHy, sk naHiwo, i éyay i
HI>XXUTW N NecTyBaTW... MOKANYY o cebe CBOIX Noapyr, NOKaxy iM,
fiIke B MeHe f006po byne: AKi I0NKKW, LLOBKOBI CMigHWLI, NJ1AX0T BXe
HEe HOCUTUMY; COPOYKM ByayTb yCe 3 iBaHIBCbKOIro NoJI0THa, CKPi3b

NoBUMepeXKyBaHi LLoBKaMu..."

— Yun ce He TBOI Bigpa, OkcaHO? {1 a)X reH TamM 3HaNLLOB;
nieXxann NOPOXKHi, i KOPOMUCIIO Kpan HUX, — ce obizBaBcsa 0o Hel
napybok MeTpo, nay4m 3ycTpiy in.

CToiTb OKCaHa NpoTM HbOrO K AepeB'sHa i He BTopona, Lo BiH
in Kaxke. Ta 1 9K e yToponaTtu? BoHa Tinbku wo byna y cBOiX
NaHCbKNX ByanHKax, Big4mnHsANa CBOI CKPUHI, NoKa3lyBasna
noapyram cBo€ gobpo, npmMipsna iBaHiBCbKi COPOY€YKHN, LLOBKAMM
NoBUMepeXKyBaHi... a TYT Ae y34BCb [leTpo, e y38/1uch Bigpa, wo

Tpeba, MOKMHYBLUM NAHCTBO, Ta NTX No Boay!

CTOiTb, MOBYNTb... @ AaJli CXaMeHyslaca Ta Takn
Binbpexanacs, kaxxy4dm: "Ocb, 6a4, ae sBoHn! Cnacubi T0obi, Wo
3HaNLWOB. 4 ce niwa no BoAy, Tak K Hanasjau XX Ha MeHe
TpoxumoBi cobaku, Tak g 9k nobirna Big HUX, Ta M caMa He TAMUNa
3 NaKy, Kyaum 3abirna. A gani Bxxe n cobak Hema, g CxaMmeHynacs,
Ta 1 WykKato sBigepeub. AXX 0Cb BOHU ae!”

— MpoBoaxy X 51 Tebe, OkcaHo! OAHAKOBO X MeHi nobins

KPUHNLI NTW.



— MpoBeaiTb, cnacubi Bam. — OT i niwnw.

— A wo, OkcaHo! — cTaB Ka3aTu eTpo, nocniwat4m 3a Helo,
LLIO MOB JlaCTiBKa NeTUTb i A0 3eMJi Big pafoLliB He LOTOPKAETbLCS.
— Yu BXXe Tu X044 HagyManaca? Kasana, Wo nigew 3a MeHe, TO He
MOPU MEHe; Hexan A npuLto noaen, nobepimocs Bxe cobi.

AkoBO X To 6yno OkcaHi ce BN'ATb cayxaTn? BoHa TiNbkKun WO
cnyxafa KonuTaHa, SK BiH 60)XMBCS, 3anpucarascs, Wo Ayxe-
nyxxe nobutb | 6e3 Hel BMpe, Tak B)XXe neBHO o3bMe ii 3a cebe; oT
K He BUAHO — ntoaen Big cebe npuwine; a TyT lNeTpo 3 cBOIMMK
cTapocTaMu. Yn MoXXHa X cboMy cTaTuca? LLle BoHa He oaypina!
BoHa 6 yce po3ka3ana lNeTpos.i, o6 B)Xe NoKnHyB 06 Hin aymaTy,
L0 BOHa BXXe Mige 3a KonuTaHa; yce 6 nomy po3ka3sana, Tak-60
KOMNuTaH He BeJliB i cCaMin MaTepi Hi choBa Ka3aTu. ", — Kaxe, —
caMm onicng yce po3kaxy". OT OkcaHa MoBYaJia, MOBYana, fani u

kaxke: "Bu 6 Bxxe noknHynm o6 cbomy n gymaTtn".

— Hi, OkcaHo, He Tak 5 Tebe nonobms, W06 BUKNHYB CIOIO
aymky. NMNogyman we, OkcaHo, — cka3aB ce lMeTpo Ta v niwos
CBOEIO A0POroto.

Tinbkn wo OkcaHa 3 BOAOI Yy ABEpi — MaTM Ha Hel i Hananacs:
i oe BOHa b6yna, i Horo Tak 4OBro xoguna, LWo BXe yapyre y niy
ApoBeub Haknagana, a il HemMa, Wo BXe 1 gixxa 3inwna, i yce, yce
in Bu4nToBasa. Tak He Ha TakKiBCbKy-60 Hanana! Nonepeny
nocTaBmia NOTUXEHbKY Bigpa 3 BOAO, Aali 9K KUHETbCS A0
MaTepi, K cTaHe il npuronybnioBaTn, npurosoptosaTu: "He
cepabCs X, MOst MaMO4Ko, puboyko, Nepenisioyko, 303ysieyKo!
MpocTun X MeHe! 9K niwna No Body, a TaM NOAPYKEHbKU
30CTPISINCA, Ta N NOYasIN MeHi CMiaTuCA, Wwo a n binopyyka, K BU
MeHe, MaMo, 30BeTe, Ta i A Niwsla No BOAY, Ta He BMito Bigep
HEeCTWN, KOPOMUCIIO He TaK Aep>Ky; 30BCiM 06CMianu; a TyT

TpoxumoBi cobakun Ak HanaayTb Ha MeHe, a A 9K Mobixy, K



3nakatocbk! Ta BXe, cnacubi, NMeTpo obopoHmB i Bigpa no3bupas, Lo
S 3 NKy NOKWAaNna, Ta NpOBOANB MEHe 3HOB A0 KPUHML..."

MaTwn BXe 1 3abyna, wo n cepansiacb Ha Hei. Bxxe n cama
319Kanacsd, novyswm npo cobak, i cTana Kpyrom ornggaTtu, Ym He
nokKycanu ae, 4 He nopsanu ge... "Bunmin, — Kake, — LOHIO, BOAU
TPOWKMU... abo NAX Ha nedi... abo 4n He xXo4, oOHAEe MOJIOLWHa KaLlla,
yyopaLllHsa, 3'K TPOLWKK, TO 1 MUHETbCA... abo nigy g Ao Kyuankn,
Hexan npunge Ta Tobi nepenosox BUNE... Ta 9K xe i Tebe camy
NOKUHYTWN?..." birae, MoTaeTbCa cTapa Bekna no xaTi i He 3Ha, 3a
O YXOMUTUCL; TPyCcuTbCA, 60iTbCH, AyMato4n, oT wob antuHa o
BeYyopa He BMepJsia Big nepensky... A AMTUHa — K Ta Aco4ka: "Ta
Hi, MaMO4KoO, Hi, pigHiciHbka! MeHi n HiYoro. 1 n He nepenskanacs;
MEeHi HiKOJIN TaK Becesio Ha Ayuwi He Byno, Ak Tenepeyku. 9 B Tebe,
MaMo, LWacanBa O04YKa, WO TN MEHe TaK Xalyew i HbKuna MeHe
3many. bnarocnosu meHe, wob a byna wacnmea, wob... yce Te
30y10CH, HOro TM MeHi xo4ew; To A Tebe He NOKMHY A0BiKY, byay
Tebe NoKoITn, HIXXNTK, Yoro aywa 3abaxka, yce Tob6i
noctaBnATuMy..." Ta Tak, O4Ha APYry necTy4un, ogHa o6 apyrin
>Xankyto4dn, 3abynm 6yno n o6 obigosi. | mivy noracna, i Aixka

nepenwna... Hacuny onicnsa cak-Tak cripaBuUInCS.

He 6i>xnTb Hawa OKcaHa Hikyau 3 goMmy. He muni in i nogpyru, i
NiCeHbKWN Ha yM He NayThb, | webeTaTn nepectana. Yxonuna pykas
BiJ, COPOYKM, y35/71a rofiky, NpoTArja HUTKY, Ta 1 3abyna y3nmka
3aB'A3aTu, Ta Cifla Kpan BiKOHUA | faBan 61 To WNTU. 3HaKn
BUBOAUTb Ta BUBOAMUTL... i CNiXy HEMA; HE CXBAaTUTbCS, MOS
ronyboyka, Wo y3/nKa Hema, Ta M He goragaeTbcs, cTibatoyn, 60
3HaN y BIKOHLUe norasga, 4YMm BUCOKO COHe4YKo? "Horo BOHO Tak
TUXEHbKO KOTUTbCA? — ayMa cobi.— Konn 6 a 3ay>xana, g 6 noro
LwBMa4e NPMBOJIOKJSIA aXk reTb Tyan Ao fnicka. LLlo cborogHi Takum
OOBrMn geHb?... | KiHua nomy He BUAHo... Bepbo4ko rycteHbka!
PO3MNYCTUN CBOE INCTAYKO LLle rycTiw, mMoKpun Hac, K 3 MUINM
3inpgemocs nig To6oto po3moBnATH, WO6 He NobavymB HAC HIXTO.

B>XXe A yBe4yepi cnnTatcCb, AK Mii MUIEHbKUI KOMUTaHYNK AyMa,



KOJIM MA€E MO MeHe CTapocCTiB npucunatn?..." Ta n novyana gymaTwu,
SIK BOHa BUAE 3a HbOrro, K CTaHe MaHelo, K y Aobpi Ta y po3KoLui
XXUTUMeE... Ta ce TO Te, Ta ce To Te... OT gixxagana i Beyopa... "He
»XOn MeHe, mamo! A nigy oo JoMaxu Ta N NOCUOXXY TaM
OOBreHbKo..." Ta 3 CUM CNIOBOM — LLACTb i3 XaTW... ABiYi-Tpudi

cTpubHyna... BXXe 1 nig sepboto!...

KonutaHa He 6yno. BoHa po3rnsagina yCloou... HeEMa HiKOro, Hiy
TEMHa, HiXTO He NobavnTb... Hesabapom 6iXnThb i KonnTaH. "HYn Tn

TyT, OKCcaHO?"

— TyT, Kpan TBOro cepAeHbkKa,— i npunana 4o HbOro...
3ibpanunch, Wob NMoroBOpUTK, Ta HIYOro i HE KaXKyTb, 3HAN
LinyoTbcA... Jani BXe 1 He irpawwkun... OkcaHa ax 3/19Kanacs...
Hivoro in pobutn, Tpeba BupnBaTnCA Ta BUNpyyyBaTuch... He bepe
Hi LiNKOBUX, Hi ByMaXkoK; nnavyyn, Kaxke: "3api>x MeHe nonepeny
Ta 1 pobun 3i MHOIO WO X04".

He Bunpocunack, a Bunpy4anacb Hawa OKcCaHa, i, Sk Myxa, Bif
HbOro rnoJsieTina i ycko4una y xaty... Focnogun! bnigHa, TpycuTbCH,
MOB IMXOMaHKa ii 6'€... "Horo Tn, 4yoro Tn?" — Beksia NUTAETLCS, a
OkcaHa i cnoBa He NPOMOBUTL... [lani BXXe AK-To 3ibpanacs 3
CUNOK0 Ta 1 AaBan MaTepi bpexaTun, byuimTo Jomaxn He 3acTana
Ta, nay4n Hasag, nobaymna BiabMy, WO KIyboM KoTunacs, "Tak 4,
— KaXke, — TaK 3/19Kasacs, Wwo He MoxXKHa!" MaTu v noipnna. A 4u
OOBro maTip, Ta we n gobpy, A4oBecTn 00 TOro, Wo noBipuTb
yCbOMY, WO i CTaHb po3Ka3yBaTu?... CTapa B»xe Hi 06 4iM i He
Ayma, a 60iTbcs, wWob AnTNHA 3 Nepensky He 3aHefy>kana, i CTana
1l Ha NiY NoKNagaTw, i KOXKYXOM YKpuUBaTK, i BOAOK HanyBaTW...
OkcaHi n pobpe, Wo ii Ha NeYvi MaTK NonoXxkmna, Wob He AMBUTUCSA
iny Bivi, 60 copom, 60 CTMA, WO TUXEHBLKO Bif MaTepi Nnovyana 3
KONUTaHOM NIOOBUTUCS | 3 HUM TUXEHBKO 3iX0ANTUCK... AK6K MaTKn
TOorai 0o Hei npucTtana, BOHa 6 yclo npasay, BiA WMPOro cepus, yce
6 in po3kasana.



Cymyto4u, 4n BeYepsa, 4m He Bevepsna, Tpoxa 4um n bpana
JIOXKKY Y PYKW, 3Banmiacsa Ha NOAYLKMN, Ta N CTasla TUXEHbKO
nnakaTwu... Ta U ayMma cobi: "Tak Tak-To BiH MeHe NtobunTb?... Tak-To
BiH 06 MeHi XKaJlKye€, WO XOTiB MOCMIATUCb HAA0 MHOK?... Xiba X S
T06i He Ka3ana, wo A Tebe ayxe-gyxe nobnwo? He Tpeba MeHi Hi
NaHCTBa, Hi baraTcTea; 6yab X04 NPOCTUN MYXUK-TNYMaH, 9 Tebe
yce piBHO nobutmmy!... He Tpeba MeHi Hi 30/10Ta, Hi MepCTEeHIB, Hi
HaMUCTa; HexXanm COHEYKO Ha MEHE He CBITUTb, HeEXaW MicAub ON4
MeHe NOTYCKHe, HexaWn 3ipoyKun Big MeHe NOX0BalTbCH, KBITOYKMN
nepeno MHOW 3aB'dAHYTb, NTalleykn He webevyTb, pivyeyka
BUCOXHE, CBIT 3MIHUTbLCSA... MEHI 10 CbOr0 YCbOro Hy>XAn Maso, abu
6 A 6aunna Tebe noycsk4ac, AMBMAaCSa y TBOI Kapi o4unui, cnyxana,
AK T MeHe 30BeLl AyuwKo OKCaHoIo, K TU pPO3Ka3yeLl, WO AK
Mepe nobull... OT MOE 1 WaACTs, MOE MAaHCTBO, MOE LLAPCTBO Y TiM
yB ogHIM! 1 XX gyMana, Wwo v Tn Tak abuw ceoto OkcaHy! AX,
Bavy, TV pagHiCiHbkMn 3rybuTn ii, CBIT 3aB'a3aTu... bor Bxe 3
To6010. CKazana 6 4, Wo nicnsa cboro He byay g Tebe nbuTK: Hi,
LMpo, BipHO Tebe nobutnmy 0o cMepTi MOEi; 60 pa3 YONOBIK
pPoOOUTbLCA N AyWy NpUHbME, Tak pa3 i NbuTb. Kasana 6 4, Wwo He
xo4y Tebe nobunTn: Hi, YN CKarKe YONOBIK, LLIO HE XO4Ye Ha CBITi
XXNTKN, HE Xo4e cobi 300poB'a, WwacTa? Tak i 9: T — MOS pagdicTb,
BTiXa, WAaCT4, YBeCb CBIT... K )Xe MeHi Tebe nepectaTtn nobntn? A
Lo npasaa, Wo He xovy Ao Tebe BUXOONTU, HE XO4Y TOBOPUTU 3
To60l0... | TaKn He migy, He migy n He nigy; i He Bunay oo Tebe, xo4
T MeHi 6or 3Ha wWo pobun, gaBan; cnoBa Tobi HE CKaXKy, MOKN He
nobepews 3a MeHe pPyLUHUKIB MO 3aKOHY..." Ta 3 CMM CJIOBOM
yCcTana, Baapwuaa TpW NMOKJIOHWN Ta BN'ATb i IArna, BXe 3 AyMKOK

CMOKIiNHILWOI0.

YpaHUi NopaeTbCa 3 MaTip't0, @)K OCb i3 BONIOCTi AECATHUK —
pun y xaTy. Nomonuewnce 6ory, ckasaswu: "Oan 60Xxe BaM AeHb
nobpun! Hexanm sam 6or nomara!", — gani n kaxxe: — "3BinTecs,

TbOTYLWKa, 0o cebe NOCTin NpUNHATN".



— SKMM TaM NoCTiN? — a)k CKpUKHyna Bekna. — Yepes Biwo
ce? Ckasana rpomMaga, gk 4 npocuna, wob y cammnx XiHoK, ge
4oJ1I0BiKa HeEMa, Wo6 TaM HIKOro He CTaBuTU? 9 X Wwe naavy
nocTossiHe y noMiyv 6igHUM. XTO X Ce 3 BaC BuAyMaB? AKunm Tam

nocTin?

— 9, YnaciBHO, He 3Hato, TiJibKW NOC/1aB roJsloBa, Hexamn, Kaxe,
npuHbMae oo cebe konuTaHa. bay, TBoOs xaTa, Kaxke, Kpalla, YuMm

Je BiH CTOIThb.

NMonymana Bekna, nogyMana n Kaxke:

— LWo »x meHi 3 Toboto rosoputn? T nocnaHun. 4 cama nigy
[0 rONI0OBU i PO3KaXy yce.

— [Nobpe, TbOTyLIKa, XO4iTb; FOJIOBa Y BOJIOCTI.

LLIBnpeHbKo 3ibpanaca Bekna, y3ana nansgaHU4Ky, 3BUHaNHO, K
nepen rosioBy UTK, i kKaxxe OKcaHi: "Cngn X, A0YKO, HE XO4WN 3 XaTWu
Ta 3anpu CiHW, NokKu a npungy. 4 3apas sepHyca". | niwna 3

JEeCATHUKOM.

OkcaHa rnoka4ana-rokavaJsa rosioBoto, 3guxHyna, ytepna
CNi3Ky... N03acoByBaJsa ycloamn asepi.

Bekna, npmweaLlun 0o rosioBu, NOKJOHWMIACA i cTana
pPO3NMNTYBaTKN, 3 YOro Ce Yy34J10CH, WO A0 HEel MOoCTi CTaHOBNATb, Ta

e n KonmTaHa?

— Ere! — ka3aB ronoBa nosarom. — Mu 6 tebe, YnaciBHo
Bekno, i He 3a4inngann, Tak-60 cborogHi NPMxXoamMB caM KOMUTAH i
TpebyBas, Wob nomy ganu keatTupto B Tebe. Mu-Ttaku, npasaa, i
Ka3asin oMy, LLLO HE MOXXKHa MO TaKil i Takin NpUYnHI, Ta 9K

rPUMHe Ha Hac, K 3aTynoTUTb Horamu — "[aBan, — KPU4YUTb He



CBOIM roJiocoM,— faBan MeHi cenyac! CnpaBHUK BaC YCiX MEHi y
KoMaHAy Bigaas. ToM 4ac nowam o4muaTbh KBaTUpto. 1 3apa3 caMm
Tyan nepebepyck". Mu, YnaciBHo, Tak 3 NnMcapemM nepenskanimce,
LLLO HE 3HaNWU, Ha AKY | CTYNUTW, Ta OTTO i nocnanu o tebe.

— lMNan-ram! — cTana kasaTn Bekna.— Bu XX B HaC rosioBa, BM X
HaM, 6e3nomoLlHMM, 3aWwnTal 9K e ce MoXxHa? B meHe ogHUM
ofHa foY4Ka, K Ta nopownHa yB oui! Y Hel ogHNUM o Ha 4eCTb —
Halwe 6araTCcTBO, Hawle 340poB'a, Hawe yce! NMorybnmo noro, Kyau
MW Ha CBITi roanTuMemMocs? Yyn Mo)xHa CiHO 3 OrHEM [OKYMK
cknapaTtn? Xouy g ay>xe nobpe CBOK [04KY 3HAIO | HE CNOAiIBAlOCh
BiZ Hel HiYoro Hegobporo, Tak ntoamn X! Tak A3ukn x! Takoro
HabpelwyTb, TaKOro HanaeTyThb, O XO4 3 CBITY BTikan! Jlyyye MeHi
PYKY YTATb, Jly44e MeHi o4en pillnTuCA, Y4MM BigoaTu cnaBy MOEI
[04Ye4Kn Ha nopyraTtenbCcTBo! bpexaTuMyTb N04U, 3BICHO,
bpexaTnmMyTb, 60 He Byae TamM NpaBAMn HiYOriCiHBKO; Ta yCe X He
nobpe i Big oaHoi cnasn. He naBan, naHe rosiosa, Hac y abeay...

— lMoTypan, YnaciBHO, MW OTEE yCe Ka3aJsin NOMY, TaK HiHOoro n
He cnyxa.

— [obpe X, — nogymaBLuK, CKa3ana Bekna, — nigite xe no
HbOIO i CKaXKiTb NOMY, HEXaW TPOLUKMN 3roAnTb, MOKKU A 3 LOYKOI

Bnbepemocs Oo cycia.

— OTTak 61 n gaBHO, — CKa3aB roJloBa, NAy4uM 3 xaTu. — Bxe

3BICHO, O NMPOTUN KOMMTaHa He MO>XHa CrNopUTb.

OT BepHYBCb roJloBa i Kaxke, L0 aXk 3aCyMyBaB KOMNUTaH, fK
noYyB, Wo Tu, YnaciBHo, xo4ew Bubupatuchb y cycign, i kake: "4u
He MOXXHa Il AK-Heby b 30NMUHNTBL?" A A KaxKy: "Hi XXOLHOIO Mipoto
He MOXHa; 6aba ayxe 3aB3aTa". — "Tak 4opT 3 Hew!" He
NporHiBanTechb, YNaciBHO, WO BiH Tak Cka3ag: "He HapaTb i i, i

xBaTupi 11". Tak 4 y348 Ta 1 MiLloB.



BcmixHynacsa Bekna i niwna pagiciHbka 4onomy, Lo
BiABOlOBaJslaCb Bif4 KONMTaHa, a gani nay4n n 3acymyBana, Lo 4u

He NigbupaeTbCa KoNUTaH A0 Il 4OYKN? | CTana npuMidvaTu.

LLlo >k BOHa NpuMiTUTL? 3a KonuTaHoM 6u N Tak, — 3BICHO,
Mosniogeubke gino. "Tak-60 most OkCaHa, — Tak Ayma cobi,— napma
O W WyTAMBa, i XapT/QMBa, Ta BOHa He 3arybutb cebe: BOHa 3Ha,
Lo € rpix i nornbenb; BOHa He HanyCcTuUTb Ha cebe cnasn".

Ta n npaBaa X 60. NMepectana OkcaHa XapTyBaTu i 4O Noapyr
biratn: yce cmanTb AoMa, TO LWIKE, TO npage. Nonepeny cugina 3
poboToto Nig BikoHUEM, Ta SK 3abayvunna, Wo KonuTaH NoYyaB Wo y
6ora AeHb MMMO BiKHa XOOUTW Ta, LWWANOYKy 3HABLLW, MOKJIOHATUCS,
KOJIN BOHA I/ISHE Ha HbOro, BoHa ce, 6a4ayun He pa3 i He ABa, CTana
KazaTu maTepi: "Cnaite, Mamo, Bu 6ing BikHa. Bn cTapeHbkKi, He

nyxe 6aunTe, a MeHi ycroam BnaKo".

— OT Tak nak! — Kaxe MaTun.— Y roamTbCH XX MEHI Ha
CTApOCTi CMAiTK y BikHa Ta yCiM NMokKa3yBaTW CBOI CTapicTb? Tu
MOJIOAZ YONOBIK, TW AiBKa; Tobi mogoba y BiKOHUSA CUAITU; NTUME
nobpuin yonosik, Nno6aynTb, NonbuTsb, byae 3anMuAaTUCL 3a Tebe.

— | BXXe, MaMoO, CbOro He KaxiTe! — Ka3ana OkcaHa Ta 1
nepecina no nosy. MaTun BTIlLAETbCA, WO O0YKA HE NiAOAETLCA Hi
Ha fKe AypayecTBo, i 3HaW KonmMpca, Cainy4n, TO OYiNKK, TO
PYLUHUKWN Ha MpuaaHe go4ui, a Toro n He 6a4nTb, AK Ta, pobnsyn,
3Hau, CNi30HbKaMM BMUBA€ETLCA... BoHa nobpe posibpana, 3 Akoto
AYMKO KonuTaH 36mMpaBCcsa A0 HUX Ha KBAaTuUpHo... "Ce X BiH MeHe

nobuTtb?..." — npurosoptoBana cobi, nexxaym Ha NoAyLIL, O XOY

BUKPYTW Bif CNi304O0K Ti...

He no)XmBmBCA Hall KOMUTaH KBaTuMpoto. Hesabapom — pun y
XaTy 0o Beknu cTapoCTu; OAUH Taku Cycia ii, a apyrmm —
nigTakadka, canpat. [loYann roBopuTK 3aKOHHI pedi. Bekna cnyxa,



a OKcaHa 3 KiMHaTK1 | He NOKA3YETbCS, NPUCYXAETbLCSA, WO 3 TOro
byne. Ik [OroBopman A0 KiHUSA, TaK 3a KOro )X Ce BOHU NPpUALLAN
cBaTaTn? Ere!... 3a KONUTAHOBOIro AeHLWMKa... "Biggan, — KaxxyTb
CTapocTu, — naHiMmaTko! [ouyui TBOIN fobpe byne: i y xopouui
MOXO4AWUTb, i y oOpi NoXXmneBeTb" — i ce i Te i NpUCTaBNSANN...
CeppaoewHa OKcCaHa Tak BOapwuiacb y rpyauv Ta BraJjia B NOAYLLKMN,
wob MaTn He nmoyyna ii FONIOCIHHA, Wo Tak i puaa! A ctapa Bekna,
BUCyXaBLUW X, Ta We Mnif Beceann 4ac, He cTana im
BUrosoptoBaTun, 60 ay>xe nobpe po3zibpana, 0O HOro BOHO €, Ta
ONBUTBCHA Ha HUX BeCcesieHbKO i Kaxke: "A wo? Ym He 3 bpexyHiBKun

BW, ntogn gobpi?"

— Wob To 9K? — cnuTaBCsa Nepwnin cTapocTa.

— Ta Tak,— Kaxe matu. — 4 6a4y, Wo BOHO €. Hema y Bawlomy
Aini Hi choBeyvka npaBawn. bavy, ons 4oro BOHO pobuTtbcs. Tak
cnyxanTe, ntoaun nobpi! € Ha Hebi 6or munocepaHuin! BiH He
noBeniBa FHyLWaTUCA Hag cnpiTCTBOM! TA)KKNIA rpix 306upxaTin i
YCSIKOro 4Y0J10BiKa, He To Wwo cnmpoTy! 9K coHue Ha Hebi, Tak y
YCAKOro 4oJsioBika csiaBa. JINXo TOMYy, XTO 3arybuTs ii; ny44de Torai
Ha CBIiTi He XUTW. LLLo K 3a 4ONOBIK, WO MiAKONYETLCA Mif YyXY
cnaBy, Ta We nig aisovy, nig cMpiTcbKy? He xo4y 5 Hi 3010Ta, Hi
cpibna, Konn 3a HbLOro NorybuTm cnaBy CBOEI LOHEYKN, MOET
yTpobu, Mororo Hapog)XeHHs!... Jly4ye g Mato CBOIMU pyKamMu
HaB'A3aTW 1N KaMiHb Ha LWIWIO Ta YTOMUTN y piyLi, Y4M BigOaTN Ha
corpiweHie, Ha nopyraTesnbcTBO!... FlOoCcnoan MmunocTmsun! Ymm s
Tebe NporHiBmna, WO Yyl TakKe MeHi MOCMIsHIE? — TyT ax
cnnakHyna; fani n kaxxe: "Naite, moaun nobpi, Tyam, Bigkins
NPUALLAN, | 40 TOro, Bif KOro npucnati. pix, ctnp, CopoMm ToMy
konuTaHosi! BiH 6aropofHunin, BiH NMCbMEHHWUI, BiH 3Ha, 3a WO
rpixX i 4Oro He MoXXHa pobuTu... gpyrnx 6u HaeB4aB, a He Tak

pobuTn..."

OT y Taki cnMBKK yCcKoYMam Hawi ctapoctu! Minmann obnmsHsa

— He 3Hato! MloTo4Ynnnca 3 xaTu, He o3upatoyncb. KaxxyTb, K



pO3Ka3asn KONMUTaHOBI, Wo iM 6yno y Beknu, Tak, KaxxyTb, ax<
3ybamMu 3ackperoTas.

OkcaHo, OkcaHo! [le TBOI WYTKM Ta xapTun? e TBOI TaHLi Ta
Ckokmn? [e TBOI irpn Ta webetaHHA?... Yce muHynocsal... Nan-ran!
Ta X OiBka, Ta BxXe He Ta! Hirge ii y 6eceni He Bngko, y
po3rosopax He 4yTu. CuanTb yce oMa Ta AOMa, Hi C/loBeYKa He
MPOMOBWTb, Hi Mapu 3 YCT HE NMYCTUTb. [1ep>XnTb y pykax abo
PYKaB BiJ COPOYKW, a rosiodKa 3acTpoMJieHa crno4vmBa... abo xod 3a
rpebHem, To BepeTeHOo A0 JIEXXNTb | MUYKa Ha rpebHi uiniciHbKa.
Pykn cnyCcTuTb, rOSIOBY NOXUNNTb, ONBUTLCA — i HiYOro He 6a4nTb;
a 4aCoM CJli304KM TiNbKK Kan-kan! byna 4epBOHa, K Mak, Tenep
woaeHb yce bnigHiwa, yce 6nigHiwa. LLlokn 6ynn NOBHEHbKI,
Tenepeyku nosanaganu. O4uui, Lo rpanun K 3ipodku, Tenep
NPUTYXJIN, | MOB YMM 3aBOJIOYEHI, LLLO MOB i He 6aYaTb HiYOro. Xou
LiSIMA feHb 3 MaTip'to cugiTuMe, To KOJIM Ta 00 O04YKU He
3aroBOpuTb, TO HE MOYYELL Bi HEl Hi niBCcNoBeYKa. Koy wo MaTtu i
cnnTae — "He 3Hal, MaMo" — OAMH y Hel OABIT. A 4acoM i Tak
OyBa€, WO MaTV NMNTAE NPO JIOXKKW, @ BOHA 11 Ka)Ke Npo Tens...

— Lo 3 Toboto, MO AOHEHbKO, cTanoca? Ym B Tebe wWwo

60NNTL? — NMUTAE MAaTW.

— He 3Hato, Mmamo! Ba4ynTbCH, HiYoro.

— Yu xypuwwics 06 yim!

— Hi, mamo!

— Tak-60 5 3Hato, WO TK XypuMuics, i 3Hato 06 4imM. Tn 06 Tim
COKPYLUAELLCS, WO KONNUTaH AyMas Npo Hac, Wo MM NyCTUMOCSH Ha
rpix i Wo 8 Nnpoaam TBOI CJiaBy, a Yepes Hel i Mot aywy? bonan
BiH Cboro He gixkgas! | boganm nomy Tak TSXKKO | Ba)Kko Byno, sk

MooMy ceputo, 6avaynm, Lo MOE Musie ANTS, MOS MOPOLUVHA YB oL,



Mill KBITOYOK 3aB'afa€, COXHe, AK OUANHOYKa... — Ta W NpuropHe ii

[0 cepus... i NavyTb yKyni.

Micna Takoro nectoBaHHsA Ta 6avya4ym MaTepUHi C/IbO3N, TYXX-
Ty OKCaHa He NPU3HAETbLCH, L0 Ce BOHa Mnjiave, CyMye i
BbMBa€ETbCA 06 TiMm, WO, NOOGMBLUM Oy>Ke KPINKO KoONMUTaHa, Yyna Bif
HbOrO i BiH i1 3anNpucAraBcs, Wo NtbunTs i il Big WMpPoOro cepus i wo
He MoKuHe il OOBIKY, i L0 BOHa NOMY i Kpalle, i Muiwe ycix... Ta 1
4MMaJsI0 4YOro BiH 11 HE HAaroBOpwuB... Ta Micns Cboro wo 3agyman?
1K BOHa Big HbOro nig Bepboto Hacuy BUpBasiach; K BiH XOTIB Y
HUX Ha KBaTuUpi cTaTu, Wwob weugwe 3rybutu ii cnasy; K XOTiB
Yy3ATK 3@ CBOro geHwumka, wob nicna opynosaTn Heto K 6u
3ax0TiB... Ta, 36mpatoymncb 06 CiMm NoXXaniTucb, CTUAa pagun He
3MOXXe BUMOBUTU Hi C/IOBEYKa, Ta TiJIbKU WO CrJlakHe, Ta BN'ATb 3a

CBOIO AYMKY, LLO SIK TO KOMUTaH 3BIiB II.

AK HeBuako 6yso Ha Bynnui i Hirge OkcaHwW, To noApyru i
yacoMm, byno, npuxonsaTb A0 Hei abo wuTtK, abo npAcTu, wob
PO3BaXXUTW il TO NiCEHbKaMU, TO YCAKNMU pO3Ka3aMu; TakK yce
Hivoro! | onBMTLCSA, | CNyxa, Ta N He BCMiIXHeTbCSA, AK Til
peroyyTbcs. bigHa Bekna, rnagsa4m Ha Hel, XXYPUTbCS; HAaKYMNMUTb 1
| ropiWwKkiB, i MEAAHWYKIB, | TapaHi, i FOPOXy 1 CrpsiXe... MOKYLUTYE,
B6aunTb, WO Apyri giB4aTa iaAaTb, a BOHa 1 bangyxe! "He xouy,
MaMo; Yy OyLly MeHi HilWwo He nage'"...— Ta xyga cobi Ha n1Mxo, Lo
30BCiM TifIbKM WO He 3BannTbCA. be3 3Haxypok Ta 6e3 BOPOXKOK He
obinwnock: BUAMBaAN Nepenosiox, BMUBaM Bif YPOKIB, LLeNTanu

Bifl 04en i wo He pobusnm — yce HIYOro Ta 1 Hivoro...

Onpiy gisyaT, npuxoannu nposinysaTn OKCaHY i XIiHKN, |
monoauui, 60 OkcaHy yci cenom nbunn. Npomex HUMK byna
Menawka, monoauusa npoBopHa; He Byno Toro Becinng, ne 6 BoHa
He Oyna CBALWKOK; Ha MAaCHUL BOJIOYUTUN KOJIOAKY — BOHa nepLua
NPUBOOHMLSA; BiAKONAOYOTh AiB4aTa — BOHa 3ibpana CBill BaTaXoK
MOJSI0AMUb, NiWNa nonepea ycix; cnapyBaTu napybka 3 AiBYMHOIO
— in nogaBan — BOHa 3Befe. OT AK CTajla BOHa X04UTU 40



OKcaHu, K CTasla 3 Heto Wyny-wyny, ax ryask! — Hawa OKcaHa
CTana NOTPOLKY BigAnxaTn. Bxxe n 6opwnky noicTb, KanyCcTKu 3
CBMHUHOIO 3abarka, i B)Xe 4YaCoM i BCMiXHeTbCA aK YyoMy. [lani Ta
nani, Bxe n kaxe: "Mligy s, mamo, npoxonxxycs; abo Ha BaBip'l
nocnaxy, abo oo Menawwkun cxogxy".

MaTwu pagiciHbKa, Wwe 1 camMa ii Bunposoaxxa. | wo nige OkcaHa
0o Menawku, ToO BEpHETbLCA yCe BeceneHbKa, yce Hibn 300poBilla;
Aani MMHY0CA yce Nnxo: cTasa Hawa OKcaHa i 340poBa, |
NOBHOBMAA, i pyM'sHa, aK Byna; i HapAAXKAETLCS, | HeNypUTbLCA
WOAHSA, | BN'ATb y35/1a CBOIO HAaTypy: i webeye, i CMIETLCS, |
BUrafZlye€, i peroyeTbCs, i 4O MaTepi NaCTUTbLCS; LWe Tpoxa He
Beceniw cTana, 4yium nonepepny byna.

LLlo >k To In Tak Menawka no4ynHuna? MabyTb, BOpoXXuia Haz
Heto abo wo-Hebyab Take 3pobuna, WO AK 3 BOAW BUTAra Hally
OkcaHy?... Ere! BoHa gobpe noBopo>xuna; BoOHa nigfisna go
OKcaHun Ta 1 CcTana i po3kKalyBaTun, 9K TO KONUTaH il NobunTb, GK
BOMBAETHLCA 3a HEl0, Yylo4U, L0 BOHA HEAYXKa, i WO N caM — X0

BMUpPaTH, WO He BavnTsb ii.

— Tak e To n nbnaTb, 9K BiH, — CTasla CKPi3b C/IbO3UN Ka3aTu
OkcaHa, a caMin a)k noBeceniwano TPOXun, Lo € KOMY CBOE rope
po3KasaTu i Npo KonuTaHa norosopuTu. — AKbu nbme cnpasai,
Tak BiH 61 He x0TiB MeHe norybuTtu, BiH 61 He TonNuB MOET cnasul...
— TyT i po3Ka3ana yce, 0O 4Oro KonuTaH MaB Il nigBecTu; a cama

TaK i 3a/IMBAETbLCHA CNi3bMMW.

Menawka TyT i nycTunacb 3 CBOIMU niicamMn. TisibKU 111 TOro "
Tpeba 6yno, wob OKkcaHa CTasia XafiTbCA Ha KOMUTaHa... TYT BXe
BOHa i No4Yana, i no4ana... BXXe Taka webeTyxa He Bubpeuwle, sk
Koro 3axode!l... | novana, wen4yyyum, KasaTu, K i caM KONMMTaH
Tenep XaJKye, Wo Tak pobumB; WO B)XXe Tenep He byae i Lo BXe B
HbOIr0 BXe W OYMKW Takoi HEMA; WO KOU 6 TisibKKu nomy

nobayntumnce 3 OKCaHOoo, TO BiH I po3Kaxe, Wo ayma pobuTn...



— Lo nomy 30 MHOW pobnTn? — ckasana OkcaHa. — MOKNHYTK
meHe, 6igHy; Hexan nponagato!.. He cnyxaTtm 6yno noro nonepeny,
He Npu3HaBaTUCb, WO i A nostobuna noro... A Tenep wo? BiH MeHe
He 03bMe, a Ha 6e34ecTs A He nify, X04 HeEXan MeHe 1 neye,
pixe.

— Ta TinbKKM nocayxanm Noro, WO BiH CKaXke, — yce CBOE TOBKJ1a
Menawka i woaeHb yce ob ciM TosKoBasa.

Mepw OkcaHa i pykamu n Horamu: "He xo4y n He xo4y. 4 bauy,
O S WBUAKO BMpPY; 3a4J15 4Oro X BiH MeHi? Hexaln 300p0B XuBe
Ta apyrux nigayptoe”. Nani, cnyxatodm Menawku, cTana BXe
Ka3aTun: "He xo4y noro 6a4ntn, 60 n MmeHi xanko". dani kaxe: "9 6
i milwna, a Ak >e BiH BMN'ATb NPUAMeTbCA 3a CBOE?" TyT Xe, AK
3aboxxunnacsa i 3anpucsaranaca Menawka, Lo BiH i He AyMa Hi4YuMm
[oCa)KaaTun, a TiNbKn xo4 61 nobaynTuchb, Xo4 Ha YaCUHKY, TO

OkcaHa n cka3ana: "lligy, Konm MmaTm NycTuTh".

OT i niwna.

He 3 6ica »x nykaBui i kKonnuTaH! AX 3ansiakaB, SK B34piB
OKcaHy, i Tinbkn wo ronybus ii Ta KPiNnko NMLHO NPOCKB, LL0O
BOHa Hi 06 4iMm He Xypunacs, ogy>xysana 6 wsuawe, i WO BiH Mae
Take rapHe LWWOCb CKa3aTu, Wo IX WwacTs ycix byne.

OkcaHa, aK fy»e Kpinko ntobuna KkonntaHa, To 1 nosipuna
nomy, i, 6ba4a4ncb 3 HUM YaCTICiIHbKO, HEe AyMaJia NMpPo HbOro, wob
BiH iuoB Ha normnbens ii. 3Han NnpuxognTb A0 Menawku, wo B 6ora
JeHb, 6a4nTbCA 3 KONMTAHOM; a AaJii BiH 1l AOBIB 40 TOro, WO 4YUM
0o Menawkun xognTn ganeko, CTasan BOHW XOOEeH Bedip 3iXoanTuch
nig sepboto, 6ina BeknnHoi xaTtu.

MabyTb, Wwo niarnagis MNMeTpo npo Ci ix cxoabbulla, a BXXe He

4yB Hi Big Koro, 60 HixXTo il Hikonn He 6a4ms Nig Bepboto, AK BOHU



3ixoanmnunce. Xiba, moxe, Tinbku MNeTpo ak-Hebyab niay3apis ix, 60
NMMNbHO cnignBe 3a OKCaHo | Konn n 6a4mBe, TO BXKE HIKOMY Hi
cnoBevka He ckasas, 60 byB napeHb YecHUNn, oywy nobpy mMas i
6epircs, wob kKoro 3anHATM abo cnoBom ocyanTu. 9k To Tam Byno,
MW He 3HAEMO, a TiJIbKM pa3 HaaBeYip NpunLLOoB BiH 00 Beksnn

BMN'ATb 32 TUM X€ CJZIOBOM.

— Sk Oo4YKa xo4ye, — BiABIT fana Bekna, — Tak Hexawn i byne.
9kbun no MeHi, Tak 9 6 ii cboroaHi Bignana. Ta 9 He Taka MaTw,
cunyBaTu He Byay. Ka)kn, AOHIO, SIK 3HAELL.

HNymana OkcaHa, AyMana; wmnana To pyKaB Yy COPOYHKN
[OBreHbKO, aXX HATKM NoBMAbOPryeBasa, i 4epes cuiay Hamipunacb
cka3zaTu: "CemeHoBun4y! 6avy s, W0 BN MeHe ayxe nwobuTe...
AAKYI BaM 3a Te, WO BU MAaETe MEHe WacnBo 3pobnTu... Hi 3
KMM He Byae MeHi Takoro wacT4, K 3 BaMW... Ta NigoxXaiTe we..."
Hani 3rnaHyna Ha 6ora, nepexpecTunachk i kaxke: "OT BaM xpecT
cBATU! KONn A0 NOKPOBU... He BMpY abo wo-Hebyab... Torai,

MaMo, K 3Ha€ETe, Tak i pobiTb".

340BUrHyB lMeTpo naeyvynma, NOKMBaB rOJIOBOKD, Ta CKa3aBLUW:
"TnagiTe, wWob Torai BXxe He Ni3Ho Byno", — MaxHyB PYKOIO Ta 1

MiLOB 3 XaTW.

— Lo ce 3a piv Taka? — gymaBwmn O0Bro Bekna i AMBns4uncChH
Ha 004Ky, cnuTana ii.

— A XTO Moro 3Ha, MaMmo, Lo ce BiH cka3aB. Moxe, wo-Hebyab
no cebe: abo y popory nige, abo gpyry LiBKy 3Hange, Tak Mu o6
He >KaJIKoBasu...

— OkcaHo, OkcaHo, rnagn!...



B>xe OkcaHa i Ha wni y maTepi, Bxxe n obHAnNa, i BULLINOBYE Ti.
"Yn moxkHa, wob TBosA OKCaHa Ta AoBena Tebe xo4 C/Ib03NHKY 06
cBoin pgoni cnyctntn? 9 tebe panysatmMmy, A wacta i Tobi npuHecy.
Hikonn He 3annavew 4yepe3 MeHe, He 3auxHew 06 MeHi... 60 1 MeHi
Jlyyye oTTYyT 3apa3 nepepn 1060k Ha CiM CTOMTi NArTH, YnUm
norybuTtn cebe, Ta He TiNbKM NOrybuTn — i CnaBy NyCTUTU Ha
cebe". Ta ce ckazaBwm, CTpub-cTpnb 3 XxaTn 4O KONMUTAHA, LLLO BXE
noxkuaas ii nig sepboto.

— Lo XK, Mih OpAIMKY, LLLO 3 CbOr0 HALLIOro XXeHnxaHHsA byae?
o MeHe NeTpo NpucTae; MaTn LWIBUAKO NPUCUIIYE, a AiBYaTa 4yau
Bif canpaTis, WO BU WUBUAKO NigeTe Bi4 Hac y noxon...— Tak
kKa3ana OKCaHa, cnasa4m y KonmtaHa Ha KoJiHKax, 0bHABLWM MOro
OLHO0 PYKOIO, @ ApYyry BiH Aep>xas.— Kosn Tu nigew, a MeHe TyT

MOKMHELL... MOYYEL... MPO MEHE...

— A oT wo byne, — ckasaB KoNuUTaH, — Mu 36upaemocs y
noxon, s 3 Tob6ot 3BiHYaloCb | Tebe 03bMy 3 coboto.

| cTanm BOHU NIOBUTUCH, | CKiZIbKM pa3 He 3iXxoauamnch, ynepLie

e KONUTaH CKa3as, Wo o3bMe ii 3a cebe.

LLlo »x OkcaHa? Pykamu crnnecHyna, 3aTpycunacs ycs... i nease
npomoBuna: "l ceoMy x npasaa?... CKakm ) MeHi, Kk nepej

6orom!"

— 9k nepep 60orom, kaxxy T06i, Mo OKCaHOYKO, L0 TaK BOHO E.
A naBHO y35aB 6u Tebe, Ta bymMara Ha Halle BiHYaHHS He NpunLwIa
e 3 Mosiky. 5 AymMaB, AK BOHa NpUinae, He Ka)ky4dun Hi4oro, y3aTu
Tebe 3a pyKy Ta 11 MOBECTM 00 LEPKBMU...

— Tak g X MmaTepi 06 CiM CKaxy...



— Hi, mos OKCaHO4KO, LWe He 4ac in 0b cim KazaTu. 4 gymato
OCb SIK: Hi CQlOBEYKa i1 He Ka)Ky4un, M1 3BIHYaEMOCS, | NpunaemMo 0o
MaTepi, i NpUHEeCeMo 11 i LLOBKOBUX MJATbIB, | NNATKIB, | XyCTOK, i
30/10TUX OYIMKIB, i YCbOroO, L0 3BMYaNHO Ang naHei, 60 n BoHa
CTaHe NaHelo, Ak byae KonnTaHCbKa Tewa. A wo Tebe BXxe

BUPSALXY, TakK...

— MeHi Hivoro He Tpeba, — KMHYBLUWNCb NOMY Ha LUWIO, CTasa
NOro BMUINOBYBaTWN Ta NPUroBOpPOBaTN, — TiNlbKM 6 MeHi y Cii
YOPHIT O4EHbKW ONBUTUCA Ta iX LiNoBaTK, i Ci LLOYEYKH, i Ci

rybo4km.

Tak OOBro »KeHuXaBLIUCb i MOPaAnBLLUMCE 30BCiM, Wob y
HepniNo iM BiHYaTUCbL | TOrAi B>XXe maTepi 06'aBuTun, po3inwnnce
cobi. OkcaHa 6i>xnTb goaomy i 3emni nig coboto He Yye... KonnTaH,
KOTPOro BOHa Tak /tobuTb, 03bMe ii, BOHa byne naHeto, maTtn byne
y po3koLli, y baratcTsi X1UTK... "4Yu € Taka wacnmea, K a?" —
Aymae OkcaHa, ybirwm y xaTy... i JoCagHo i, Wo MaTn BXe narna
craTun, K ce n 4YacTeHbKo ByBano, WO He AIKOETbCS A0YKM, Ta I
nsxe; a tenep OKcaHi 40CafHO, WO HIKOro i necrtosaTn Ta

Hi>X1Tn, 60 cama He TAMUTb 3 PafoCTi.

HepineHbka Hepaneko — Tpeba 6 OkcaHi 36bupaTunch 3aMix; Ta
4yoro in 36mpaTunca? Xo4 ogexxa, Xo4 COPOYKM, BXKE il CbOro He
Tpeba, BXXe B Hei yce nancbke byae... i pyLWwHUKN X, | NogapKu, B
HUX yCe He No-HaloMy... Tak AyMa Hawa cepaewHa OkcaHa i Hi 06

4iM He ayma, Koanm 6 TinbKu WBMALIE HedileHbKa NpuniLna.

Y cybOTOHbKY yBeYepi, TiIbKK 3inwnmce Nig Bepboto, KONUTaH i
kKa>ke OKCaHi:

— 3Ha€EwWw wo, AywkKo? 3aBTpa ypaHui M1 ngemMo y rnoxog...

— A K Xe ce? — axK CKpuKHyna OKcaHa, 3/19KaBLUNCh.



— Ane! He 6incs Hivoro. Mos 6ymara y NosIKoBHUMKaA. 9 3aBTpa
BigBeAy canjaTiB 4O HbOro, 03bMy Bymary Ta n 9BAKOCb TYT iK
Beyepy. Mnagn, noXxnaam MeHe, He 3axoaun oe naneko. | maTtepi Hi
niBcsioBeYKa He Kaxku... LLlo 3a rapHy cnigHuUo A 11 crnpasus!
JIIOCTPUHOBY, i toNKYy nap4esy... LLlo BXXe Ha ycio ryby naHi byge...

B>xxe konu OkcaHa 4yna, Wwo MaTepi il byae rapasa, TyT BXe
BOHa Hi 06 4im Binblw He gymana, i Xo4 Wo in CKaxku, yce 3pobuTs i
y BCiM nocnyxa. TyT cTana CNOMUHATKU, 9K MaTu 34AMBYETLCH, SK
3pafyeTbes... "Konm 6 y Hawin uepksi BiH4aTuCb, Wo6 i gis4yaTa

noaomBuUJINCL, AK A NMaHero Hapﬂ,ﬂ,)KyCFl!...

Yoro To BXXe TyT KONMUTaH He bpexas? Yoro He BUragyBas, 06
Tinbkn oaypuTn Hawy OkcaHy! A BOHa, cepaellHa, 9K puboHbKa Ha

YO04KY, TaK CaMa U KNOAETbLCS, | Y4iNNAETbCA.

XOY TisIbKU | 4,0 3aBTPbOro po3xXoAuancb BoHU, Ta OKCaHi LWoCh
Ay>Xe Ha cepui »xanko byno... Yce 6 BoHa niakasna i caMa He 3Ha
yoro... "Ta ce, mabyTb, Bif TOro, WO 5 3aMiX N4y, Wo mMato
MOKWUHYTW i CBOE CeJlo, | CBOK XaTy, i CKPUHIO?... Hexanm XTo xo4e
3abupa; 9 BXxe naHeto byay, nigy y NoxoA... IKoBO TO Le MeHi Ha
naHcTBi byne?" Ta n cnnakHyna.

PaHKOM y Hepfino NpoBoanAn cangaTiB 3 cena, 9K LOBI BE/UTb.
KonntaH Bepxu, KNaHABCA i NpoWaBCcs 3 CTapukamu, i Tyaun
MOKJIOHNBCHA, A€ XIiHKW i AiB4aTa cToanm i OKCaHa 3 HUMU;

MOKJIOHMBCSA Ta 1" NMOKPMBCA KOHEM, aX CKiNlbK BUAHO!

TyT 4orocb niginwos MNeTpo o Tii kynn, ge OKcaHa cTosna Ta,
PO3roBOpPOOYN 3 MoapyramMmm, perotanach... [lleTpo NOAMBMBCL Ha

Hel, 30BUrHYB rnJje4ynMa Ta 1 niwosB cobi.

— OT Tak ™1, Mamo, 3pobu, Ak Hawa fAsaoxa MNopwkoso3iBHa!
— CKa3asa BeceneHbko OKCaHa, BepHYBLUUCL 40 MaTepi.



— A W0 TaM Take BOHa 3pobuna? — nuTana MaTu, Kpuadum

JIOKLLNHY.

— lNomaHopyBana 3a canpatamu.

— No?

— Danebi! Ta we cepeny gHA. Yci 6a4umnum, a BoHa y3 0603i

XOBa€ETbCA. [1eMKO 1i CMiFBCS, TaK We N A3UK NoMYy BMCOJI0Nna.

— Wo »x matn?

— onocnTb, He Wo.

— | He BMepna Big Tyrn Ta Big COPOMY NOACBLKOro?

— AXK XaJIKo Ha Hel ANBUTUCL, K TO MnMJavye. 3ocTasiacsa Ha
cTapocTi ak nepcT! Y! 9kbun a ninmana oTTy Oy3yBipKy, a9 611
rosioBy BiATANa, Wob He Knaana maTepi Ta He pobuia cTuaa Ha
yce ceno.

Tak M cee 4yyaHo 6yno, Wo yBeCbAeHNYKN yce ropopunm ob
Aspnoci i 06 ii 6igHIN MaTepi. OKCaHa HiKkyan 3 XaTu HE BUXOOUTb,
X04 MaTu i nocuna il go noapyr. "He xo4y, mamo. MeHi i 3 Toboto
Becesio". TiIbKN COHEYKO NMOBEPHYJO0, BXXe BOHa W BUrnaaa
KonmMTaHa, a noro Hema. B>xe n HagBevip — HeMa. COHeYKo
3alLWI0 — KonuTaHa HemMa. OKcaHa y c/bo3u... "o X? — Kaxxe. —
Xo4 i obMaHyB, Ta He nocMmiaBcs... Konm He BMpY 3 Xypbu, To
3MOXXY 3abyTun noro. Ha cobi yce nMxo nepeTepnsito, a BXXe HIKOMY
He CKaxy".

Tak cngnTb Ha 3aBaJIMHI | CBITOM HYAUTb, @ BXXe 1 CMepKo. 9K
OCb KOMUTaH Xan il 3a pyky... "Mongbom, OKcaHo, BiH4aTUCL". Y
OkcaHu Tak cepue 1 3ax0sioHyno... "lMigy X a9 oo matepi!" — Kaxe.



— He moxHa, OkcaHo. Onicng npunaemo.

— A 671arocnoBUTUCKL?

— BoHa nicng Hac nobnarocsioBuTb. X0A4iM, OYLIKO, WBUALLIE,
nin goXxuaoa.

He niwna OkcaHa, a BiH 1l NOBIB...

— Kyaun X B ngete? Ao>xe oHe LLepKBa, a ce BXe 3 cena...

— He Mo>)XHa, OyuWwKO; 51 MOJIKOBMN, Tak Tpeba, wob Hac BiHYaB

MOJIKOBWUM Min...

— Tak pe ce?...

— leH y TimM ceni, e NoJiK HOYYE, N'ATHAAUSATL BEPCTOB

BiocCing.

— TaK Wo XX OTEE? — BXXE He nae, a KoNnUTaH TaluTb ii; | B Hel

PYKM 1 HOrn oay6inu.

— OT71o0, wo Tpeba weuawe nocniwaTtn. | nin goxxunapa, i rocTi
Ha Becinng 3ibpanncs... Ckopiw nam, ocbae n 6pmnyka mos.
Moinemo.

— A maTun?... OX, BEpHYCH 9 Ta CKaxy...

— Ta kyan Tn bypnew BeptaTuUCb? BoHa B)XXe faneko, a ocbhe "
6punyka. LLBMAeHbKO cigan, Mn 3apa3 4O Hel BepHEMOCS...

— A He oOMaHIOELW TN MeHe?



TyT KONMUTaH i No4YaB BOXUTUCA N 3aNPUCAraTUCH, L0 YCbOMY
npasAa i Wo TiIbKM NOJIKOBWUI NiN X 3BiHYa, TaK i BEpPHYTbCH 40
MaTepi i 03bMyThb Il 3 C00010... Ta Ce KaXky4n, 30BCiM HEHYBCTBEHHY
OkcaHy ynxHyB Yy 6punyKky, ciB caM, KpMkHyB: "Mawon!", i

noMYasinCb KOHI AK cTpinal...

OkcaHa HaB3puA rnsaye, a KonuTaH il yroBopse i yce in
NPUCTaBA, K OT-OT NMPUIAYTb, 3BiHYaOTbLCA | BEPHYTbLCH 40

MaTepi...

He3abapom i pobirnn. KonutaH yBiB OKCaHy B CBOK KBaTUPIO Hi
XXUBY Hi MepTBY... TaK i BNaJsia Ha NoCTifNlb Ta CAi3bMWU

obnuBaeTbcal...

KonuTaH 3apa3 i KpukHyB: "opbyHoB! bixkn ckakn 6aTiowu,i,
w06 iwoB BiH4YaTb cKopiwe!"

— Cnywato, Bawe 6bnaropogie! — KpuUkKHyB cangat i nobir.

— JanTe HaMm 4al! — rykHyB KonmtaH. — Hannnce, oyLwKo,

Yyato; TW 30BCiM 30MJliNa, BNagew nig BiHUEM.

— 4 noro 3poay He nuna i He xo4y! BiaBesiTb MeHe O0 MaTepi.

— Tpeba BMNUTK XO4 TPOLIKMK, NpuBMKaKn. Tenep bypew naHeto,

Tpeba ycakuni aeHb NUTU. Ha xo4 noxkeuky, konn niobul meHe.

Hivoro OkcaHi pobuTb, y351a /I0OXKEeYKy, — CONI0Ke, ropJio
npomMoymna, Wo Ay>Xe 3aneKsaochb y Hel... "Ha we noxxeyky!"— we
NIOXKeYKy NpunHana. "XJanNCcHM 3 Yawkn, Xo4 TPOLKN",— XJINCHYNa i

yapyre, i yTpeTe, i yn'aTe... i Bunuaa ycio 4allky.

TpoLKN NnosiexxasLu, NigHANacb, BXXe 1 BeCesiIeHbKa; He

BiAMaraeTbCs BiZ APYrol... 04ULi NOCONOBINK... 3awebeTana Hawa



OkcaHa! 3Haun po3Ka3ye, AK BOHa HapPAAUTbLCA Nif BiHEUb, K
npunae 0o MaTtepi, K Ta 34UBYETbCA, 3pafy€ETbCA... @ TYT caMa
TPeTIO YalluKy, caMa y3sa/a i, BANUBLLW, BXXe CUAUTb Y KONM1UTaHa Ha
KoJliHaX i cama cobi BeCiflbHMX MiCEHbOK MPUCHIBYE... Aasi WOCb
3abopmMoTana i ronoBy noxunauna.

Hannnacb OKkcaHa naHcbKoro Yaw! bynewl, ceppewHa, TAMUTH
— i NoBiK oCKkoMK He 36ypewt!...

— lMponana a Tenep Ha CBITil...— KpuUkKHyna cepaewwHa OKcaHa,
K MPOKMHYNACb ypaHLUi, ANBASAYNCH, A€ BOHA i WO 3 Hetl CcTanocs...
Ffocnoanm MUNOCTUBMIA!.. CTOITb | Ha MiCUi He yCTOiTb, BbnigHa SK
CMepTb, TPYCUTBLCA YCiM TiSIOM, K 34enunsia pyku, Tak BOHN B Hel i
3aKOCTEHININ; po3rnsieTeHi KOCU MOBUC/IU MO NJedvaMm, o4i 1
OVBNATBLCA, Ta He 6ayaTb, WO TYT IEXXUTb KONUTaH, norybutens ii,

i CNWTb, HE YYCTBYE, WO BiH Hapobus!...

MpoKNHYyBCA BiH CKOPO i, 6avavm Taky OKCaHy, L0 30BCiM SK
CMepTb, KNHYBCS A0 Hel, Wwob yroBoptoBaTh ii, CXONMB i 38 PyKN —
PYK He po3Befe; NocaaumB 1l Ha NOCTiSlb — BOHA W Cifa... XUWINTbCH,

XWUNNTbCA... | BMana 3 nocTesni [oaony... i HeXXnBa 30BCiM.

To BOAOIO BigNnIN, TO HATUPAAU I BUCKWU, TO YKCYCYy AaBasn
HIOXaTWN, — CAK-TaK 3iBHy/la cepAellHa... 3Bena o4uui go bora... i
nepnse-nense npoMosua: "3apixKTe... MeHe... 30BCiM..." TyT
KONUTaH KNHYBCSA 00 Hel, CTaB Il po3Ba)kaTu, CTaB NpoxaTun, CTas
ymonatun, wob He BbmBanacsa Tak, Wwob He XXypuiacs, Lo ce Hi4oro,
O OT >Ke NPUHbMYTb 3aKOH, 3BiHYalOTbCA — i yCe BiH MOKPUE, AK

OOBI' BE€JINTb..

OkcaHa Xx04 i Auwe, cCuasyum Ha nixxy, Kygum nocagunum i, i He

6a4nTb, 9K BiH KOJ1I0 Hel BOMBAETLCS i WO BiH 11 FOBOPUTbL; 3UPHYNa

oynuaMu... "Mamouko!... le Tn?..." — npomMoBua... Ta 9K 3apuaa...



FopbyHOB, AEHLMK, | TON CTaB NJakaTu, ONBASAYNChE Ha HEl.

A KonuTaH yce B'e€TbCS KOJI0 Hel Ta NPOCUTb, Wob He
XXypunacs, Lo ce Hi4oro, Ta wob ybupanach wemalle, Wo BXxe
nopa ixaTu...

He cnyxato4m noro Hi4oro, Tak, cepaeluHa, i nopaanaacb nomy
y HOrn. OxBaTuna ixX pykamu, uinye, obnmea cnisbMu ripkumu, He 3

o4Yen BXKe, a BifI CaMoro cepus, i ctasa noro MoJUTU:

— KonunTtaH4uky min! Bawe 6naropogie! He 3Hato, AK Bac e
BULLE BO3BeNnYaTn? byabTte MeHi 6paTukom, we nyuwe —
baTeHbKOM pigHUM!... Nocnyxante meHe, 6igHyto, normbwyto
30BCiM... 03bMiTb Hi>XK, BUPIXKTE MOEID PYKOIO CepLe MOE, pi>KTe MOt
Ayuly, 3aKoniTb MeHe! f He AOCTOMHa XUTN Ha CBiTi BOXKOMY; MeHi
He MOXHa byTun 3 ntogbmu!... 4 B6buna maTiHKy MO0 pigHeCceHbKy!
LLlo BoHa Tenep 6e3 meHe?... BoHa He nepexxmnee Takoro copomy'!...
A 3rybuna cBoto cnaBy... 9 3anponacTtuia aywy ceoto! PixTe,
KONiTb MeHe, He Bosa4unch rpixal... 4 n cen rpix 03bMy Ha CBOIO
ayuwy. Hawo MeHi xntm 6e3 cnasu, 3 6esvectam?... Konm X, Min
KOMUTaHUKY, Npsamo y cepue! He 6inTechb rpixa... BU BXXe MeHe
ripw B6unun, B norybmnnm meHe Ha BiKW BiYHiIl; BU, LLYTAYN,
CMil0YUNCb, BiOHANN B MeHe, wo 6yno y MeHe OOpOorworo,
CBATILOrO... 4OPIXXTe MeHe; ce BXe BaM Dye 3aMiCTb irpawku... 4
nornbwasa Ha ciM CBITi... K 3ragato NPo MaTiHOYKY MO0, XnBa 6 y
3eMnto niwna... MaTiHko mos, pigHeHbkas!... Lo g Tobi
Hapobuna!... Yn ce x TBOA OKCaHa?... Yn ce X pagicTb TBOSA?...

Ta)xKo, XanibHo npurosoptoBana OKCaHa, a Cama nepL
njakana-nnakana, axk cnisabMu nignauna... Bosoccsa Ha cobi pse, y

rpyav 6'eTbcs, a Aani BN'AaTb 30MJif1a U MOKOTUNACK...

Canpat ybir 0o KonuTaHa i KpUkKHyB: "lMoXKanymnte, Bawle
6naropogi€; yce rotoso, BacC XAayTb".



KonuTaH, ob6Tepwun cnbo3u, 60 1 cam, Xod i 3aneksa gywa, a
CMJIaKHYB-Taku, yxsaTus be34yBcTBeHHY OKCaHy, 3aBepHYyB Y
canjaubKy WMHENIO i BUHIC T Ha pyKax, i yNI0)XUB Y BpunYKy...

Moixann panbu!

Hi )xknBa Hi MmepTBa neXxuTb Hawa OkcaHa y 6pnyui;
O4YBCTBYETbLCSA TPOXU, BaunTb — Be3yThb i, AeHLWMK Bing Hel.
3rnaHe Ha 6ora... "MNocnogn munocepaHun!... Yum ce a! | otee 3i
MHOIO 3pobunoca? MaTiHo4Yko Mos! He npoknunHam xe Tiel, wo byna
TBOEK OOHEHbKOM..."

CTann Ha KBaTUPO Ha Apyry Hi4. OkcaHa 3narna 30BCiM. Hi

ICTW, Hi NNTKU, HIYOro He xo4e, | He 3ragyn in.

— Y1 He X044, AYLWKO, Yal? — CrUTaB KONUTaH, xaeb4vyyn rnoro

3 JIIOJIbKOIO.

— byab NpoOKNAT BiH Bifl MEHE, — a)K KPUKHYJ1a, 3aTPYCMBLUUCH
OKcaHa,— TO He HANUTOK, TO NMeKeJIbHUN BOrOHb... — i §K
3aMOBKJ1a, 3aMOBKJ1a, | BXXe L0 KOMUTaH He roOBOPUB A0 HEl, 9K To
BXXe He po3Ba)kaB i, TaK HiSKOro o4BiTy He gana, a yce 3amxana
TSXKKO, @ 4YacoM i nepexpecTunTbes... MabyTb, Wwo-Hebyab

3aMuLunsana.

AK oCb YHOuI npo4vyBaeTbcAa OKCaHa, yci gobpe cnaAThb... Nona
TUXECEeHbKO yCTana, 41 obynacs, 4m Hi, 4n BAArNA LLO, YN HE
BASArAa, Ta TUXOK CTYMNOK nae... nae, axx oyx npurtaina... nge... Ta
[0 ABepen... pyn i suriwna. TyT in BXKe nerwe ctaso guxaTu, i Bxe
CMiniw niwna oo Asepen HaaBipHUX... Hananana noHoYi 3acys i WO
TO B>XX€e [0Bro MOro ABurasna, noTuxeCeHbKy Ta NoMasieCeHbKy,
o6 He CTYKHY TN Ta He po3byanTn AEeHLMKIB, WO Yy XaTi cnaaTh. |
ABUra 3acys, i 60iTbCA, i yca TpycuTbes, i gyma cobi, aK-To K
BUCKOYMTb HaABIp, 9K NOBIXNTb, KyOn 04i, CXOBaETbCA Ae-Hebyab,

NMOKW CBIT CTaHe, a TaM nige NpAMICiHBKO A0 maTepi... BigcyHyna...



i ABEpPi TUXEHbKO BiAYNHAOTbLCA, cnacubi, 1 He puNATb... OT i
30BCiM Big4ynHuna... "X1o nge?" — KpUKHyB 4acoBun, Wwo TyT 6ins
nBepi ctosB... OkcaHa Tak i 3MepTBina! MNpecTtpaweHHnn cangaT, 3
NpenoBruM Opy»>XKoM, K CXxonnTb OKCaHy 3a pyKy, K noTacka il y
XaTy, Ta, BiQYMHUBLWIN OABepi, TaK i BNXHYB 1, KPUKHYBLUK: "Bun
cnnTe, a A€EBKa Bawa yuwna 6yno..." TyT AeHWNKN NPOKNHYJTUCD,
nigHAaan OKcaHy, Wwo Bnana 6yno, Ak ii cangaT NxHyB. A TyT |
KOMNUTaH NPOKUHYBCH | CTaB BUrosoptoBaTn OKCaHi, 3a41MM BOHa

AyMa BTikaTn? CbOro BXXe He MOXXHa 1 noaymaTu.

YpaHui He noixann Hikyaun: Tpeba 6yno cangatam nepecToaTw.
OT i NnpunLoB OXBULEP A0 KoNnTaHa; po3rnanas OKcaHy i cTaB
NOMY 3aBMAYyBaTK, WO TaKy KpacuBy AiBky nobys cobi. dani,
byuimTo 1 pobpun, i Kaxke, WO X0OMB, Ka)Ke, BiH 40 nona, uwob
OkKcaHy 3 KONMUTaHoOM BiH4YaTb, Tak 30BCiM 6u Aino, 3apas 6u
MOBiHYa/N, Tak HeMa Bif ii MaTepi bymarun, a 6e3 Toro He MOXXHa
BiH4aTW. Mocnanun, Kaxxe, AKomora wenawe, wob nocnina bymara,

KOJIN He CbOrofHi, Tak 3aBTpa YyTb CBIT.

OkcaHa cngnTb, NOXWJINBLUM FOJIOBY, i HIYOro IM He Kaxe.

Hani Ton oxBuuep i CTaB KasaTu, WO KOMUTAHOBI HE MOXXHa Y
noxoAi AiBku 3 coboto Bo3nTH, Tak Tpeba il HapaanTn, MoB
neHwmk. Tpeba, kaxke, T cii Kocu Bigpi3zaTn i ronoBy obCTpUrTy.

KonuTaH rykHyB Ha geHuwmka, wob obctpur OkcaHy. Tinbkn
O TOW NPUCTYMNNB Ta HAaMipUBCSH, BOHA K BUXOMUTb HOXKHULI, SK
cko4umna i kaxke: "He gam HikoMy opyayBaTu HaZ MO€K Kocow! He
BMina s 36epertun CBOEI C/laBn, HE OOCTONHA HOCUTW i AiBOYOI
kpacu!" Ta 3 cum cnosoMm — 4mpk! Ak He B6yno cnasHoI, pycol,
[OBrol, ryctoi Ta nuwHoi kocu! OKcaHa cxonuna i y pyky,
NPUropHysa o cepus, nowuinosana... Ta ripko-ripko 3anjakana,
Aani i no ronoBi cebe HOXNUAMU — HYUPK, YMPK... | NOCTpUria
MiCLLAMUM YCIO TONOBY... 3ibpana BONOCCSA, | TEX OnJsiakana i Kaxe:
"Tak T06i, OKCcaHo, 1 Tpeba. 3rybuna CcBOK CnaBy, XO4N X



obcTpuxeHa!... 4 n 3abyna, wo meHe Tpeba 6yno we B4Yopa
obcTpurtn! YecHa AiBKa KpaCyeTbCHA KOCOMO, a Taka, AK 5, 3aBceraa
obcTpuxeHa byBa..." 3abpana CBOK KOCY i BOJIOCCAYKO yCe,
3aBEepHyJa Yy XyCTOYKY i NPUropHyaa 4o cepus.

OxBsuuepu gymanu, LWo iM BesiMka Mopoka byae, ogsarato4n il
Mo-xa10N'a4in, i CTasnn 3aroBOploBaTU... BOHa iM i Kaxe: "PobiTb Wwo
xo4yeTe 3 cTpuKeHo OKCaHo... BOHa yce norybuna: i cnaBy
CBOIO, | KOCY, | PO3YM; i1 BXX€ HE MOXXHa Hi40ro AiBo40oro

HocuTK!...

AK 1T ogaranu, 9K noCTpuUraam No-xaon'a4viv, BoHa He

npy4yanacs, Hi4oro He Kasasna, TiNIbKN L0 naakana...

Cepue 6011Tb, po3Kasylo4yn, K TO CTpaxkaasa Hawa
cepaewHa OKcaHa i Wwo Tepnisa Big KonuTaHa, 3/10ro Yyososikal...
YCbOro v nepeckasaTtu He MOXHa. 9K BiH 1l N0 NoxoaaM BO3UB 3
coboto, AK ii cTepernu i Hiy, i oeHb, Wob He BTekNa. A 36epyTbCsa 00
HbOIr0 OXBULIEPU, TO BOHa W06 CcTOSANNa nepen HAMU, JIIOJIbKIN iM
nogasana, i Xod ycCi 3Hasu, WO BOHa AiBKa, Ta nepepsnXeHa no-
xJaon'a4un, Ta B3uBanau ii IBAHbKO, | XXapToBasin 3 Heto, i
BUragoBanaun geuwo. BoHa X, K CTiHa, MOBYUTb Nepen HUMW i Hi
napwv 3 yCT He NyCTUTb, TiNbKN 3auxHe i nogyMa: "Cnyxan, OkcaHo,
K 3apobuna!"

LLle Takm 6e3coBicHU KONUTaH He NepecTaBaB ii 0bayptoBaTu.
LLle Takmn, 9k 4yacoMm OKCaHa Ay>Ke po3rnsayeTbCs, Ta CTaHe Noro
nonpikaTun, Ta CTaHe NOMY NPUCTABAATU, AKUW TO BiH Fpix Ha4 Helo
3pobus, To ByLIMTO N XKaNKYE, i MO4YHe BN'ATb BOXKUTUCH i
KNACTUCH, WO BiH 3 HEIO 3BIHYAETHLCH, TiIJIbKU OT HEe NpunLiia
Bbymara Big MaTepi; i NoYHe 11 YCAKI TepeBeHi MpaBuTy,
pO3Ba)kato4u ii; To, cepAaellHa, Xo4 i He 30BCiM, a YacoMm, 6yno,
TPOWKMN CTaHe BipuTu: "Moxe, — aymana cobi, — i cnpasai Konu-
Hebyab BiH CXaMeHeTbCs | NOKPUE CBin rpix? Migoxay Ao
cnywHoro vacy!"



BXXe 1 x/10n4YnK B Hel ABUBCA... TYT-TO KOMUTaH NMpu Tin XXiHLUI,
KyOWu e 3a3ganerigb 3aBi3 il 4719 TaKoro cjy4vato, TyT-TO BXe
6oxunBcs, i obpa3 3 CTiHM 3HiIMaB, i 3aNPUCArHyB, WO TiNbkn OKCaHa
He 3pobuTb Hapg coboto Hivoro i 61aronoNy4YHO PiLLNTBLCS, TakK
3apa3s i 3BiH4Ya€ETbLCA 3 Heto, Wob i rpix MokpuTKY, | pabnoHKa y 3aKOH
yBecTu. e He oy>ke nicnsg poavH BUXoAusachk, a BiH BXXe i NpuBi3
il BN'aTb Ao cebe, 6oa4ncy, wob BoHa He BTekna, 60 yce y Hei Ha
aymui ce 6yno, i 4acom, K goneye ii >xypba, TO BOHa 1
NPOroBOPUTLCA.

Micna poanH He BiHYaeTbCa konuTaH. CTaHe OkcaHa nsakaTw,
CTaHe KonuTaHa BUNUTYBATW, WO BiH AyMa 3 Hel, — cynocTaT
3aCMI€TbCA, Ta N Tinbkn. Tpeba OKCaHi Ha XUTpoLLi NigHIMaTUCS.

Ctana BeceneHbKa, nepecTtaia TYXKUTb, CTajsla roBOpJiMBa, XOu
3 KOMNUTaHOM, X04 3 OXBULLepaMu, AK 3inayTbcs. Mpo MaTip He
3rafye i Npo BiH4aHHA He CMOMHHa... Ary! n cTtano 6inbLl BONI.
Ctana npuMidaTK, BXKE 3a HEK He TaK AOornia4atoTb, a fani BXXe i
He KapaBynaTb. Jani-gani, BXKe in MOXKHa, nonepeay 3 cangatomMm, a
nani n camin, ceBoo oUTUHY, cBOro MuTpuka, oasigaTu, WO
rofyBaBCb y APYriM ceni, Hegane4ko. Bxxe in Mo)xHa, Kon
3axoTina, i no 6aszapy camin NOXO0AMUTKU, XO4 A0 NiBAHA. XOAUTb
BOHa no 6asapy, i KoM Ny4aTbCs AKi 04N, WO 3HATb, OT BOHA |
PO3MUTYE, Ha SKi | Ha AKi MiCTa Jopora y Takin rybepHii oo Takoro
cena? XTo 3Ha, TO 1 po3Ka3yloTb IN. B)xe BOHa caMa He pa3 4yna,
AK 3iNQyTbCA OXBULEPWU A0 KOMUTaHa Ta CTaHyTb TON
MPOKAATEHHUI Yal NNTb 3 AKOKCb MiAJIMBKOO, Bif 4Oro i BOHa
HaBiK Nponana, i KonuTaH IM Po3Ka3ye, Lo BiH | He AyMaB HiKoN
BiH4YaTUCA 3 Helo, a Tinbku obayptoBas. "A Tenep, wob yce
MNOKPUTU, AyMalo, — Kake, — 3BiHYaTM ii 3 CBOIM AEHLIMKOM abo
BaM KOMy, NaHOBe, NporpaTn y KapTun, 60 BXXe BOHa MeHi
HaLoKy4a".

Yyna ce OkcaHa i He oguH pa3s, i CBOIO AYMKY yce ragana. Pas
yBeyepi 3inwnmca oxsuuepwu, i barateHbKo ix, 40 KonnTaHa. Y



KapTu rpatoTb, JHOJbKU CMOKYYThb, MyHL N'tOTb i MO Yapui He
3abyBatoTb; roMOHATb C06i, OAVMH OAHOIr0 He C/ayXatuu; a
OEHLWKN, OONH KYLIaHHA rOTOBUTb, a Apyruin nobir y TpaxTup 3a
HanuTkaMmun. OKcaHa, 3Hat4u, WO 3a Heto He byae Hiskoro gina i
Lo BOHa, byno, cobi npu Takim beHkeTi, wono ceity byayTtb
FynsaTw, 3aBcerpa Aarosuaacs cnaTu; BOHa, Y3ABLUN LUXWHENIO CBOIO,
3BEpHYyJIa i MOJI0XKKa Ha CBOK NOCTi/Ib, MOB YOJIOBIK JIEXXNUTb, | 9K
yJnoXXuna, Ta 3 xaTu, Ta 3 ABOpa, i By musamMm yce birna, axk nokm
Bubirna 3 Toro ropopa, Ta y ceno, Ae rogaysascs ii MUTpUK.

Y6irwm y xaTy, Tak i 6pm3Hynacb XiHUi y HOrn, Wo gornagana
It MnTpuka, | po3kasana, WO BOHa 3agymana. Ca monogumusa 3Hana
yce, wo 3 OKCaHOo NMOBOAWNOCH, | HE pa3 BOHa Mnsiakasna 3 Heto 06
Takin ii roguHi, nogymana: "o Bxe, — ayma cobi, — MeHi
3ansa4eHo ynepen rapasg, a Ak OkcaHa 3pobuTb Tak, aK Ayma,
TakK Ha MeHe 11 neHi He byne". Y3aswn, Hapaanna OKCaHy y CBOE
XKiHOYe | rosioBy il NOKPWAIA; Aana i i KOXKYLWOK CTapeHbKUN,
OVTUHW pagun, 3aKyTana MUTpuKa, Wo BXe TPOXK He rogy bys, i
NoONOXWNa In Ha pykn. A TaMm, 3ibpaBLUM yClo XJ10M'a4y ogexy, Lo
OKcCaHa CKUHYNa, Ta CTapeHbKUX MeJsIioLWOoK AITCbKUX, i niwna 3
Helo... Ta 00 CTaBKa... Hiy; HiXTo ix He 6Ga4umB; Nnonoxmnm Ha bepesi
yClo Ty xJion'a4y oaexy, AiTCbKi nentowkn, byuimTo OkcaHa 3
ONTNHO BTONMAAChk, Aasa OKCaHi FPUBHIO Ha JOpPOrY i

BUMpoBoAuMAa 1l aX reTb No ByAumLi.

3ocTanacsa OkcaHa camMa cobi, y camy TEMHY rnyny Hid, K
naneub. | nTN 6 i 60ITbCA, | Kyan NTU — i He 3Ha Aobpe; 3Ha TiNbKK
ropoga po3nuTyBaTW, Ha AKi in nTu. NMoaymana-nogymana cobi
OkcaHa, pgani n kaxxe: "Ymina tn, OKcaHo, MaTip MOKUHYTW, YMIK
Xe n 3HanTun ii! He 6osnacb MmaHApyBaTH, He BiNCb e | BepTaTuUCh!
Mana y pO3KOLWi XUTTS, TepnuM X Tenep i ronog, i ycaky 6igy... Wo
X pobuTtn? LLlo cTynato, To Aanblie Bifg rpixa, a 6anmxye oo
MaTepi... Focnogun, 6narocnosun". MNMepexpectunacs i Niwna.



XO04 i TeMHa Hiy, a, NnpuraagatoYncs, Lopory snako. | Big
cTpaxy, wob ii Tam He 30MUHMB XTO, i Bif paaoLLiB, WO BMpBasiacs 3
nekna, OkcaHa, sk 3 xoso4y, Tak gpum»xasna, a TyT i nycTuaacb NTn
wenawe, wob 3irpiTncb. Yum Biginwna CKisibkKn, 41 We N He AyXe, a
BXKEe 1 30rpifacb. A TyT LWe N KOXYLUOK, i B Y3/1i NeNoWwKn ans
ONTUHW, | NangaHuus, | niBxaiba gana xa3anka, cnacubi in, Tak BXxe
OkcaHa Tak 30rpinachb, Lo He MOXXHa. Bxxe nage-nge, Ta  CNo4vunHe,
i ayma cobi: "OTee iny 9 A0 MATIHOYKN MOEI piaHEHLKOT! Y Xnea
TO BOHa wWe? Moxe, 3 Xypbun Ta 3 Tyrun i nomepna, wob He 6baunTm
COpOMY, AKUW A HAHeCs1a Ha Il CTapeHbKy ronosy? Koam He 3aCTaHy
1l XKMBOT, TO BXXe 3BICHO, LLLO BOHa i BMMUpato4du rnpokasanal... y!
CtpawHo!.. 4 npoknaTa Big maTepi!... He ycTtaHy 3 1i rpoba, Tam
ne)XaTumy He 1BLUW, HE NUBLLUN, MOKK caMa He BMpY!... [poknAaTin
BiO MaTepi He Tpeba XUTN MexX NOAbMU... 3EM/IS HE 30EPXKUTb...
Konnm X we xmBeHbka?... O rocnogn! 94k s asatocb 0o Hei?... Ce Ta
OkcaHa, wo byna in paficTb i BTiXa i WO €0 MaTK NoTiwanack i
Benmnyanack!... Ce OkcaHa, Wwo cMmignacs 3 FopwKoBO3iBHU, LLO
noMaHApyBasa 3 casgatamu; 4ysa, SK MaTu guBoBasacs, Wo
flBOOWMHA MaTWM He BMepa Bif Tyru, LWo A04YKa Il NOKNHYIa, a
CaMa 4Yepe3 roguHy Tyam X nomaHgpysana!l... 4Bgoxa X, Moxe,
yBe4epi i BepHynacs, a OkcaHa, ropzas Ta nuuwHas, Wo i 3a
MYy>XUKa He AyMaJsia NTW i Wo BenuYvanacsa Hapg ycima, cas
NoBiCM1ACb Ha LMD KOMNUTAHOBI, 3axX0Tifla pa3oM naHeto byTu;
TacKajlaCb 3 HAM MO YCbOMY CBiTY i anTuHy gobyna!... OT T06I,
MaMo, MnTpuk! HAHBLYMCb 3 HUM, TiW Noro, ce TBO€el OKCaHn
3apobiTok, Wwo 3a oxsuuepamu birana. Npuabana T06i i YecTi, i
pafocTi, i noBa>kaHHA. bepu noro, Mamo, Ha pyku, BUXo4b Ha
pynuuto, noxsananca nobpum noaam: ot Mo OKcaHa aK
Hapobuna! Hi, cama nocnigHa AiBka y HawoMy ceni Tak 6u He
3pobuna, 9K MOS A04Ka, WO rMoBaxkaslacs 3a camy nepuuy!...
Po3cTynucs, cnpa 3emnsd, npmnumMmn MeHe, Wwob s He baynna

MaTEePUHUX CNi3040K, TAXXKOro ctTuaa ii, Wwo s in Hapobuna!"

Tak NpuroBoploBana i, Ay>Ke ripko naavyyu, sexkasaa Ha 3eMni
OkcaHa Kpaun cBoro MuTtpuka, Lo cnaB 3aKyTaHUW Y NeJIloWKN Ta 'y



KOXXyX. [nakana-nnakana, oUBAAYNCE Ha CUHA, | Ka)Ke cobi: "Hawo
BiH poAMBCS Ha CBIT? Ha cTua, Ha nnxo, Ha rope. NpocBiTKy nomy
He Oyne Big nocmiwnLa; 3 bancTpoka He BuxoautumMe. Mos MmaTun
noro 6a4nTm He 3axo4ye, NPOKJIeHe YKyMi 30 MHOIO; 5 byay
X0BaTbCA 3 HUM Big nogen!... Npubepn noro, rocnoaun, NOKM LWe s
He ginwna po matepi! Konn 6 3Bip, abowo... A g wo? Xiba g
4oNOBIK?" — a)K 3aKkpmnyana OkcaHa, CKOYMBLUW 3 3eMJi, i CTana,
BUNPAMUBLLUMCHE | 03UpPayncb BUCTPO NO yCbOMY MoJIt0. YB 04ax y
Hel icKkpu 3arpanu, Bosioccsa anbom CTano, pyku K NpoTsaraa, Ta r
He 3Bepe ix. "A noTiwa ycakoro 3sipa!l... 1 Bbuna cBow mMaTip
pigHy... 1 BuNuna Kpos 1i No KanensLi!l... Tak NMo)xankyw CBOro
ANTATN? BOHO He ANUTSA MeHi, BOHO ypar Mil... K 8 3 HAM MOKaxXycs
[0 MaTepi, y CBO€E ceno? BoHO MeHi cTua, cTpaMm, nocmiwnule... He
Tpeba noro... MNponagan BOHO, HEYECTMBOIO poay, ypara mMoro,
rybutens moro!... O-0-0! Akbn MeHi nonanacb KameHtoka! TyT 6u
nomy i amiHb! Mo ronosui rapHeHbKo 6... i He nucHyno 6! Hi, He
Tak. OTTYT Yy KaHaBi BUKOMaK NOMY rapHEHbKY SIMKY, MOJIOXKY MOro
ntobeHbKo... Ta pa3oM 3emMselo i 3acunto, i rpoburk BMBeay; BOHO i
He 34y€ETbCS, MOB 3acHe... Hexan konnTaH CbKae cBoro cunHa'..." Ta,
CEE KaXkyuu, i npunHanacb oboma pykamm y KaHaBi, Ha pyLUEHiin
3eMJli, KonaTu MKy, a caMa ak peroyeTbCs, WO K TO rapHo
BuAoymana: i npunae y ceno, i 6esvecta He npuHece 3 coboto, i
HiXTO 00 1l cTKAi | He 3HaTuMe. 3BiCHO, WO ToAi cepaewHa OkcaHa
BiO BesnKoi xKypbun He 06 ceoiM ymi Byna.

OT BMKONana AMKY i, 9K BXXe fobpe po3ceino, suyenypuna ii
rapHeHbKO — 30BCiM roTOBO. YCTaBLUM Ha HOMU, FIsiHYy1a Ha SMKY,
30pUrHysia KpIinko ycim TifloM... fani ckpenuaacsa Ha cepui... i
XYTKO niwna 3a QUTUHO, npurosoptooyun: "Ctynan, MUTpuky, roai
TOo6i cnaTn Ha ronin 3emni, KoNUTaHCbKHN cMHY! OT Tobi BiYHa
kBaTepa roTtosa!l..." Miabiruem niginwna 4o ANTUHW, NPOTArHyNa
PYKM, WOO y34aTK NOro, a BOHO, CepAeLLUHEHbKE, BUCMABLUUCH,
NPOKNHYNOCh | COBI MPOTArHYNI0 PY4YEHSA-TOYKMW, Ta CMIETLCA TaK
BecesieHbKO, 3BiCHO — sIK FOJOBNYOK, Ta U KPUKHYNO: "Mamo!...

Mamo!..." Ta Tak »xanibHo, CNOBHICIHbKO, HEHa4Ye NPOCUTbLCH, W06



MaMa noro He rybuna. 3gpurHyna OkcaHa gyxe... gani
nepemMornach, K KUHETbCS, 9K YXONUTb ANTUHY... @ OUTUHA
pydyeHaTaMu i 0bHan0 i, i uinye, i 6enbkoye: "Mamo!.. 6034a!..."
OkcaHa TakK i 3o0Mnina, i He34ynacs, 9K i Brasa Ha 3eMJio...

YTpeHs poca Ta BiTepeub AMYXHYB Ha HEl — OT BOHa
oTaAMUAACA... AUBUTbCA — | HE 3Ha, Ae BOHA. A OUTUHATKO N1a3nTb
No Hi Ta yce, Wwo BMi€, Te i 6benbkoye: "Mamo!... bo3a!..." TyT
OkcaHa 3ragana, Wo BoHa Mana 3pobutun. 3ragana — i MOpO3 No
Hi TaK i NPONLLOB... y34pina AMKYy, Wwo 6yno Ans CBOEI ANTUHN
BUKOMasa, pa3oM CKo4Yuna, yxonmnaa OUTUHY Ha PYKN i AK CTpina
nobirna Big Toro micus i, Bigbirwmn, KNHynacb HaBKONILWKMN,
NONOXKWAa ANTUHY i cTana 6ory MOANTUCHL LLNPO, | MOKNOHU BUTN, i
00iLLyBaTKCh, WO Hi3awo BXXe He 3pobuTb HISKOro xyga ANTWHI,
AOHece 1oro AoaoMy i, Koaim MaTu noro He 6,1arocnoBuTb i BiAKMHE
Big cebe, i X04 yce Ccesio rHyLaTUMETbCA NOro i 6ancTpokom
APaX>XHUTUMYTb, X04 Wo 6 To He 6yno in 3a ANTUHY, BOHa NOro He
NOKWHE, BUrO4YyE NOro i o po3yMy aosefeTb. A fani N Kaxe:
"Konun a He BMina byTu goykoto, Tak byay maTip'to!" — i cTana
BN'ATb MONNTUCA | Bora npoxaTtu, wob NpoCTUB i1 CEN TAXKKUN,
CMepTEeNbHUN IpiX, WO BOHa X0TiNla 3pobuTtn Hag ANTUHOL. TiNbKK
L0, MOMOJIAYNCH, CTaNa yCcTaBaTn, TYT sKpa3 COHEYKO 3inwno, Ta
TakK ACHO i Tak NpeyncTo... OKCaHi CTano Ha AyLi TPOLIKN
Beceniwe, yTepaa C/bo3u, NOCHIigaNna TPOWKW, gasa N ANTUHI
nankun, 3aBepHyJia Nnoro, NPUropHysia Noro 4o cepus, oe B Hel
neXana y naaToyvky fisoya il Koca, i niwsa 3 CBOEK AYMKOK, 4acTo
34Mxatun, i yce 3 gUTUHOW po3mosnsana: "bossa! Mamo!" A Mntpuk
webeTas 3a Helo, CMIFABCb, JIOBAAYN i C/IbO3M, LLO TakK Ha HbOro
Kananu, Ta 1 3acHyB cobi.

[lOoBro Toro poskasyBaTu, K Halwa cepaewwHa OKCaHa 3 CBOIM
MnTpukom npobupanack Yepes ycCi MicTa 40 CBOro cesna. Yacom
nobpuin 4onoBik ny4aBcsa i MigBo3umB ii, a 6inblW TOro, wo nwna. Pyk
He 4yna, Hecy4m oUTuHy, Horu ayxxe 6oninu Big xoabbu; ne
BUNPOCUTb 4oro 3'icTn, a oe 1 HiYoro He faayTh, TO U rosonysana



4acTo, 30CTaBAAOYN OUTUHI | NOCNigHIO KpUXTY. OT BXXe [OXOOUTb,
BXe yce bamxye, yce 6amx4ye 0o CBOro cena... a cepue TisibKK
TbOX-TbOX! @ Ha cepui, Tak 60r 3Ha AKi AyMKU! AK BOHa ABUTbLCSA
MaTepi?... LLlo MaTn ckaxxe in? LLle To 4um xmnea maTtun?... Fopeyko in

TaxKe!

CKinbKn BOHa TaM iWwna, i K BXe Mwna, a Takm ginwna. Ocb
BEepCTOB 3 AeCATOK 30CTasiocsa A0 CBOro cena. flyma cobi: "Xou i
HepaHOo BXe, a AK Mocniy BOCTAHHE, TO XO4 CMEPKOM, a TaKun
nobpeny nponomy..." 9K )xe B Hel 0gHa AYMKa, WO K TO BOHa
nobaynTbcsa 3 MmaTip'to... abo 3Hanae BXe ii Ha Knaabuwi; Tak nae,
i HOrM He NAYTb, | CNOTUKAETLCSH, | CTAHOBUTBLCS, BN'ATb Nige,
OPVWXKUTB YCiM TiNOM, Y ropii 3acuxa, Ae Hange soaunLio,
NPOMOYNTL CMaXkHi ycTa, BN'ATb nige... AyX 11 3aXBa4vye, He34yxXXa,
cage, 4m BigAOXHE X04 TPOXU, YU Hi, BN'ATb CKOYNTbL, BN'ATb Nige i
BM'ATb HEHAOO0BrO... Ta Tak i oni3HMNack. lNMonyHoLWwHa 3ipkKa
3iMiWna, a BOHa LWe gaseko Big cena. Anbana-gmnbana, 3HeMornacb
30BCiM; CTasno CipiTn, 3aba4yunna, WO Masg4YnTb IX LEepPKBa, BOHA TaK i
BMaJsia HaBKOJILWKMW... "LlepkBa cBaATa! {1 yBixoanna y Hel YucTa i
Henopo4yHa. Y gocTtonHa X 6yay cTaTu y Hin 3 cBoiMU rpixamu!" |
LLO-TO BXXe Mnsiakana, CToa4n TaM Ta MONAYUCH... [NIHyNa, Wo
3eMJ110 3MOo4UMia CNi3bMun, OT | Kaxke: "OT AKUM pasieub NnpuHecna s
Ha poaouMmy 3emnio... Hegosro 6yany s Tebe ckBepHUTK, CTynatoym
no Tob6i!... He 3cTynnanca nepeno MmHoto! MpunmMu rpiwHe Tino B
cebe no cmepTi, X04 3a Te, Wo byny Tebe paHO 1 BeYip cnizbmMun

nonueaTtTu!...

MocnnkyBanacb, Wob yctaTu, He 3Morna, TyT Ha A0PO3i i

npunana, CTOrHyYY N naadvyum.

06BuAHINO. iae 4on10BiK fOpOrot y ceno. bauynTb, LOChH
NIeXUTb Ha O0pPO03i... Niginwos 6anx4ye — XiHKa 3 AUTUHOLO,
MabyTb, Hey»Ka; IeXXnTb, NnJade, CTOrHe i pykn nama. "H4oro tn

TyT, MOJloAMLE, Ha WASXy narna?" — NUTaETbCSA YOJ0BIK.



3unpHyna OKcaHa Ha rosioc, npuagmsmnachb nnibHo... "Ox,
rocnoaun!" — KpukHyna, obepHynach ik 3emMsi, 3annakana HaB3pupg

i Kaxxe: "Tokpunin MeHe, cupa 3emns, Hexan g He bauy!...

— Ta wo Tv Take? Yu HefyxKa, 4 wo?

OKcaHa He Ka)ke Hi4oro, TiJIbKM ripKo nnave.

— Ta Hy-60, KON Hepyxa, To 9 Tebe nigBe3y, — CKa3as
4OJ10BIK i CTaB Tl MoBOpoO4YyBaTKn, WOO 3HATK, WO Ce TaKe E.

— Ybun meHe, lMeTpe! — KpukHyna OkcaHa. — Ybun Ha cim
Micui: A 3a Tebe 6yny 6ora monnTu.

— Ta xT0 ce Takmin? LLocb s Tebe He ni3Halo.

— Y6un OkcaHy! Po3gaBu 1i n'aTol0...

— OKcaHo, ce TU? — KpuKHyB lNeTpo i BIACTYNNBCSA Bif, Hel,

34ennB PyKW i, ANBYOYUCh, ONBUTBLCA Ha Hel...

| Ak nomy Byno nisHaTn OkcaHy? BiH 3HaB 1i A4iBKOK 340pO0BOIO,
NOBHOBUAOI, PYM'SAHOIO, BECEJION, XXapTOBJ/INBOI; CbOrOAHI
pPO3PAAUTLCA, @ 3aBTpa LWe ny4dye. A Tenep, 6a4nTb, NeXxuTb Nepen
HUM LLLOCb Xy4e Ta npexynae, cyxe, bnige, 3amnine, axx Nno4opHina
Ha Bnay! He onexxa Ha Hin, a cTapueBe JIOXMOTTS Ha Hil, i ronosa
NOKPUTa YOPHUM-MPEYOPHUM LOiPABUM OYiNKOM; NIEXXUTb, HE

3[Y>Ka€ yCcTaTu i ripko nnave.

Hob6pa MNMeTposa aywa! KnHyBca 0o Hei, nigHaB ii, NoCagus i
caMm ciB 6ina Hel, po3Baxkas ii, CaM MOrMJjiakas 3 Helo, | 9K BOHa AyXe

BUNMTYBaJa NMpo MaTip, Y1 XXMBa BOHA i K XKUBe, TO BiH | pO3Ka3as:



— MaTu TBOS, OKCaHO, XM1Ba, TO Wo 3 Toro? Jlyywe 6 in 6or
cMepTb nocnaB! Ocb Wo A Tob6i po3kKaxy.

Y To Beuip, K TU... TEE... TO, K BXe Tebe He Oysio, BOHa i He
xonwunacs, n4arjaa cnatu, AyMatodun, Wo T HepaHo npungewl. Ak xe
B34piNna ypaHui, wo Tebe HemMa i WO TK He noYvyBasa AoMa, OTTYT
BOHa BXe He 3Haja, wo n pobutn! Nobirna go cyciam Ha nopany,
Ha NPOBIAKMW... Yepe3 roAuHy yce ceno 3aryno, wo OkKcaHu HeMma.
bigHa TBOA MaTW, | CKa3aT! HE MOXKHA, K XXypuiacs, Ta yce HiXTo
He noragyeTbcs, Ae Tu aiBanacd. HixTo He 3HaB, Wob Tn 3 KUM i3
cny>asux nobunacsa, a 06 konuTaHoBI N bangyxe — HIXTO N He
AymaB. "Konm X BOHa He 3a MocKansamum nobirna, — Kasanm nogu,
— Tak abo BTonunacs, abowo". LUykanun i y ctaBky. AX OCb i
BEPHYBCb Haw KiHgpaT-Taku; noro nigsony bpanu nig canpaTie, a
BiH HOYyBaB Yy TiM OBOpi y Aa4bKa, e N KONUTaH Ha KBaTepi CTOSB.
Yye KiHgpaT, Wwo ntoam po3KasyloTb, WO KOMNUTaH NMPuBIi3 3 HaLIOro
cena AKycCb AiBky. BiH, w06 noanBnTNCH, XTO TaM TakKa, 41 He 3
[O4Y0K MOro XTO, 3UPK Y BIKHO... aXx OKCaHa CUANTb Y KONMnTaHa Ha
KOJliHKax i obHiMa noro, n Uinye, i BecesneHbka, i BECisIbHi NiCEHbKU

cobi x npucnisye... NMpaBaa X cbomy, OkcaHo? byno ce?

OkcaHa noxunnna rosiosy i BTepsia cni3o4Kku... lNeTpo in Kaxe:

— Hy, napma, ce BiH Tak po3ka3yBaB. BiH 341MBOBaBCA, Ta AK He
noro Aisio, 7o 1 BiAiNWoOB. Ha Apyrni, Kake, AieHb KonmTaH
NOCTaBMB BOOKW LWOCb BaraTo i gnsa CBOiX nogen, i xasgiHam. |
KiHaopaT, Kaxxe, nuB... He nna4, OkcaHo, i He copoMCs; 9 po3Kasylo,
fIK BiH Ka3aB. OTTo KiHApaT, BepHYBLINCL 00 Beknn, Ta NpaMo in i
Kaxke: "He wykante OKCaHM CBOEI: BOHa OTTaK i Tak, TaM i Tam..."
TyT BXKE He 3Ha/n, WO 3 TBOE MaTip'to i pobuTn. BoHa He
3anslakasna, a Tiibku ycsa nogepes'saHina... Ctann il po3sakaTw,
BOHa MOBYUTb Ta BCE Y KYTOK MUJIbHO ANBUTbLCA. 1 Tam ByB i He

BiAXOOMB Big Hel.



OkcaHa XxOoTifla WOoCb CKa3aTu, ASKYIO4YN NOMY, Ta 3a CNi3bMun
He 3Morna.

— OT MoBYasia-MoBYasa i yce AMBUTBLCA TakK CTPaLUHO Ha YCiX,
[ani i 3arosopwusia Take, WO W CKa3aTu He MOXHa. To kpnyana,
wo6 nosmnmn canpaTis, WO BKPaaX B HET AyLly, WO BXXe B HEel HeEMa
AyLUi, LLO BXXe BOHA He YOJI0BIK, L0 BOHAa KOJI04a, Hi Ha WO He
noTpibHa. To NOMOB4YUTL, Ta N CTaHe noaen npoxaTtn Ao cebe Ha
BeCinns, Wo BOHa Nae 3a KonuTaHa, i moyHe noB'alyBaTu cobi Ha
rosioBy WoO-HeBYOb 3aMiCTb CKUHAAYOK, Ta 1 3Bee BECi/IbHNX
niceHboK... "A aK, — Kaxe, — npuseny cobi gouto OKCaHO4KY,
rapHy Ta nperapHy..." Ta pa3oM 3 cepuemM i KpukHe: "To 4 11 3a
Hi>XKM Ta 06 nasBky. Y6'io, ragtoky, y6'to, 3mito!... BoHa 3 MeHe KpoB
BUCCana, BOHa..." — Ta TYT BXe Take rnoHece, Lo He xo4y Tobi 1
po3Ka3yBaTu, 60 1 Tak Ay>Ke njadveLl...

— lopi x, ropi! NepecTtaHb! — Kasas MeTpo. — Cnyxan, Wwo
nani Tobi 6yay poskasysatu. CTpakgana TBOS MaTu Tak A40Bro. Mu
AyManu, Lo BOHA TPOHYJaCb 3 YMa; OflHa4ye CAK-Tak TO Mosiogundi,
TO 3Haxypi BigBoso4anu ii, NpunLLIa BOHa A0 NMaM'aTi... Tak Wo X?
TyT-To sKe 1i imxo nocTurno! TyT i Hananu Ha Hel Halwi N'ABKKn!
3apa3 Ha4asbCTBO 3 rPOMafo0 NpUcyannum, Sk Bekna €
6e3nylwHas, i CMHa | NpUHbMUTa HEMa 1 He Byae, To 3eMAo i
Y3811 y 06WeCTBEHHY i NOAINNAN HaYalbHUKN MexX coboto. TyT
nMcap NoO KHMram 3Hawnwos, Wwo 6 To TBiM AiayCb Ta NOro AifoBi Ta
BUHeH byB n'atpecat pybnis, i 06 Tim i Bymary 4nTaB nepep
rpoMajoto... a Wwo rpomaga 3Ha? OT i npucyannm Baw ABip BiggaTn

nncapesi... OT TBOA MaTW i Niwnia y cyciau...

— Mosa maTn y cycifax? — KpukHyna OKcaHa, pyKn JamMatoun.
— Ce 411 Tak Hapobuna! — Ta axx npunana Jo 3emMi, nnadvyyu...

— Ta ak sunwna? O6ibpaHa 30BCiM. TO Ha NiKK NiWO, TO
H6panu nobpi Ntoan 3a AKyCb KOJIMCb-TO MO3UNYKY, @ TO N
nigKpaganu, Tak wo Bekna, 3 6araTtoi Ha yce ceno, y 4iM cToana, y



TiMm i nepenwna go Mukonn LLTnpi. 4 xogmne y gopory, ce 6e3 meHe
BOHW TakK yrnopanancb. BepHyBCb, AMB/IOCbL, 30BCIM 3aHanacTun i
3Besn 1l HiHawo!... XOoTiB yCTYynNnNTUCH 3a Hel... "He pyw, — cka3ana
MeHi Bekna, — 6or 3 HUMn! Ce MeHi HivoriciHbko! Konm OkcaHa Tak
3pobuna, a BXe ntoau... | Hawo BOHO MeHi 6be3 Heil? Nompy i 6e3
xynobu. BoHa noizgnTb 3 KonuTtaHoM, 3apobuTb baraTto rpowen, y

PO3KOLWIi NOXXMBE, a A Ha CMITTi nompy!...

LLlo B)xe nnakana Ta bunacb cepaewHa OKCaHa, Tak i Mipu
Hema! Akbun wo, cama 6 Ha cebe pyku nigHANa, Cayxat4dun, 0O KOl
6ion posena BoHa MaTip. eTpo cAK-Tak po3Bakas Ii i CTaB
COBITOBaTUCh, AK 11 0O MaTepi ABUTUCL; OKCaHa Hi40ro Toro He
cnyxana. "ligy, — Ka>xe, — NpoCcTO A0 Hel, 9K | NnoMaHgpyBasa
npocTo. YMpy 6ina Hir Ti! Hexan wo xo4e, Te n pobuTb 30 MHOIO".

MeTpo ooBro cupis Ta yce aymas, gani n kaxe: "4k T10o6i,
OKcaHo, i y Halle ceno aBnTuUCbL? Tebe 3acMitoTb, 3aKNPKaKOTh,
NpocBiTKy Tobi He Byae. Mocnyxanm meHe. Cigan Ha Min Bi3, A Tebe
npoBe3y A0 MOro ABOpa Tak, WO HiXTO N He noba4ynTb. TaM 3Hangy
MaTepuHy NNaxTy, i CBUTUHY, | OHINOK, Ta N NpUNLEMO No3a
BYIMUSAMM 00 NAHOTUS, HEXAN HAcC 3BiHYa, Ta TOrgi BXXe sBUMOCh |
[0 MaTepi. BoHa, noba4ymBLun, WO T BXKE y 3aKOH yBeaEeHa, He Tak
byne Ha Tebe XXankoBaTW,; a i y Ceni HiXTo He nocMmie 3 Tebe

CMiATUCb, 60 TN BXXe ByaeLw My>XHSAS XOoHa..."

LLle MeTpo rapasn i He gorosopwus, a Bxxe OKcaHa i 6ing Hir
noro. XeaTta ix, Uinye, cnisbMn obMmnBa, a)k 3agMXa€eTbCs, i He
3MOXKe csioBa ckaszaTu: "MeTpel... MeTpel... T He 4ONOBIK, TU
AHron 6oxxnn!... bpaTuk pigHun cboro 6 He Nnpunagymas, Wob Tak
MeHe yTiwnTun!... LLlo ce T 3aymaB?... Yn 4OCTONHa X A TOro, wob
TW N AyMmaB Tak? AK y TBin YecHun aom, wo byna 6orobossnmea
ciMm'a 3 baTbKa, 3 Aiga, Ta yBeCTU MeHe, NoTacKyxy, Lo COPOM Ha

Hel AVUBUTUCH, WO 3eMJ1s He OepXUTb?...



— Tw 3Haew, OkcaHo, wo A Tebe nobus Wmpo i Tenep we Tebe
nobnto. 4 3Hato TBOK AyLwy. TN CRITKHYAch TPiWKK. XOY WO X04
Npo KonuTaHa po3Kasywn, a U T BMHHA... HY, Ta gapma, yce
3abyBato i Hi 06 4im 3rapgyBaTu He byay, MoB aiBkoto Tebe bepy...

— Hi, CemeHOBUYY, HE OCTULXY HIKONN TBOEI C/laBun, He
3anakoLy TBOEI CiM'i 1 poay!... 4 nponawa HaBiku! Xiba He 6aunww
oHAe 1 3apobiToK Min...

— BiH byoe MoiM cMHOM pigHMM. Yepe3 Tebe 4 i noro
nobntumy. NMocnyxam MeHe: NOKPUI CBOIO CNaBy, Aan NOMyY
baTbka, a MaTepi cuMHa!...

— Ocb ge mos cnaBa, — cka3asia OkcaHa, | BUNHSAMA Na1aTo40kK
3 CBOEIO KOCOI0, | Noka3ana lMeTtposi. — Ocb ae BoHa! HixTo He
MOXXe Ti MpUCcTaBuUTN A0 MeHe! HiXTo il He y35B y MeHe, A caMa,
CBOIMUM pyKaMu Bigpi3ana, 9k cama cebe i norybuna. MpuctaBntu ii
| BEPHYTW MOIO C/laBYy HifIK BXKe He MO>XHa. XJ1onusa BUroayto, K
30y>Kalo; MaTepi, Koan Wwe aonyCcTtuTb A0 cebe, byay in i CUHOM, i
no4Koto, i pobiTHULED, | Kpinaykot. byay HiYv i aeHb pobuTtu, Wwob
Il nponuTyBaTW 3a Te [obpo, WO Yepes MeHe pilniacb BOHa. A
4y>XOro BiKy He X04y 3algaTu, He Xo4y, wob Tn 3a cBOto [00pICTb
TepniB 4Yepes MeHe...

LLlo To BXXe noBro yrosoptoas il [1eTpo, Tak BOHa Hi3allo He
3axoTina 3pobuTy Mo noro Aymui, Xxo4 30BCiM 6aynna, WO BiH Ayxe
Bennke nobpo onsa Heil i ona maTtepi pobus. He 3axoTina, wob BiH ii
NPOBOAVB 4Yepes Ceno i Big cMixy o6OpoOHMB, Hi3aLlo He 3axoTina.
"AK 3apobuna, Tak 6yay 1 4yTu. 4 Wwe n He Cboro AocTonHa!"

Mo>xankoBasLuK, Noixas lMeTpo cBo€EO foporoto, a OkcaHa,
noaymasLlUM-NoragasLumn, y3asia CMHa, nepexpectuiacs, niwnia
cesioM...



Mepw ycboro 3ocTpisiack 3 OKCaHOK MONOAULSA, NPEXHS Ti
noapyra. lNMpuaneunack i KpukHyna: "Tak i €! Ce OkcaHa. MoTpe,
anencb — OkcaHa nae!" MoTps cobi: "Ta OKcaHa X, i3
3apobiTkom!" OgHa No O4HIM — i NiWAK NO YCbOMY Ceny... TiSIbKN
noxoauTb cepaewHa OkcaHa A0 AKOro ABopa, AUBUTbCA — BXXe YCi
3 XaTu BUULWAK, | ONBYIOTLCS Ha Hel, i CMIIOTbCA 3 Hel, | KpnyaTb: "A
wo? MNMorynana 3a cangatamn? [obyna cnasm? Hecnm canpatyeHka
MaTepi Ha BTixXy. Yn BancTprokoM MaTepi XxBanuTbcs naew? He
ONBUCb Ha MeHe, narutoro!" OTTaka 1 YecTb Bysa 30 BCiX ABOpIB.
A Ko AiB4aTa BUNAYTb AMBUTUCH Ha HEl, TO MaTepi 3araHATb |
natoTb, Wob i He AnMBUANCA Ha Hei. "BoHa, — Ka)XyTb, — He
[OCTOMHA TOro 3a CBOE MaHApyBaHHA 3a cangatamu. Octnauna
yce ceno!" A we nyuwe aitsopa! Tak Ti, 4yBLWM yCe Bif CTapLumnX,
Tak a)k Ha Bymuto BUBGIrnu, i 3a nonu ii cinatoTb, | KpUYaTb, | BXXe 1

npunoxunu: "Cangatka nage, 6ancrtpa Hece... KUpP-KNp-kup-kmp!*

OkcaHo, OkcaHo! Y1 Tn ce yce 4yew y TiM e ceni, Ae KOJUCb
TiNnbKWN BUALEW Ha Byaumuto, To yCi BubiratoTe npotme Tebe, w06
XO0Tb NOAMBUTUCHL Ha Tebe Ta No3aBMAyBaTU Ha TBOK Kpacy; a
Kosn, 6yno, 3aroBopuLL 3 KUM, Tak i TON pagiCiHbKURA, i yCi
36upatoTbCa Kpyr Tebe, wob nocnyxaTn TBOIX peyen, WyToK Ta
BUragok. | wo To: i caMmnm npecTapeHHnn aig i HeMOLWHNNA, WO,
BUBEJIN NOro Ha BABIP'A Ta nNocagusn Ha 3aBasuHi, i Ton, gk, 6yro,
NPOXOAULI MUMO HbOIO, TO TaK NUJIbHO AMBUTLCA Ha Tebe, Tak ax
He BTepnuTb i ckaxe: "OT aiBka — Tak Tak!" A Tenep aka Tobi

yecTb!... LLlo TO we byne Big maTepi?...

Cepepn Takoro Benn4aHHa nae cepaewHa OKcaHa, i Kyan nae,
He 3Ha, 60 og cTupa i CBiTYy He BauynTb. Mnakana 6, Tak BXe 1 CAi3
HeMa, TaK BXe cepLe 3aneksioChb, WO N CZIbO3UHKW O4i He

nycTATb...

Cak-Tak gpobpena 4yepes cuny go MukonmHol xaTu, e yyna, wo
MaTwu 1i XXnse. CKpinuna cepue, Big4nHUNa CiHW, nocaauna xaonus

noni, nogyMmarna, nepexpectunachk, BiguMHuna xaTty, rnsagb —



rocnogun! XTo TO NeXXnTb?... Ha nony, Ha pAgHi NeXXNTb CTapeHbKa,
Xyha-Xyaa, K WKeseT, K0oBTa, bniga, o4i 3ananum, 3-nig,
CTapeHbKOro o4inka cBiTUTb Bine, cige BosOCCS; BKpUTa
CTapeHbKMM KOXXYLLKOM i BUCTaBW/Ia PYKY, a pyKa cyxa-rnpecyxa,
SIK CKiMKa, i Xo4 CrnTb, a CTorHe... "XT10 ce? — gyma OKcaHa.-Yun He
MaTuU? — Tak A XX He TaKy NoKuHyNa Ii. Xo4 BXXe 1 cTapeHbKa byna,
Ta 6byna noBHOBMAA i We He ciga... Ta xTo ce?..." CToiTb K
yKOMNaHa... TPyCUTbCA... 30BCiM 30MANITU... TYT CNbO3MN a)K A0 cepus
NigCTynuAn... 9K Nobi>kaTb PiY4KOIO 3 04Yen... He 34eprKanacs,
nporosopwusaa, xanmnat4un: "MaTiHo4ko! Pig-HeHb-Ka... Yn ce X
T™"?..." CTapa nynHyna o4nma, buctpo nogmeunaacb Ha OKCaHy, a Ta
aXKk 3a Nin yxsaTusiacb — He BCTOITb Ha Horax... CTapa
3anjlowmnack, BN'aTb MigHANa o4i | Ay>Ke NMUAbHO npurnasganacs;
[ani CTpycHynacbh, CTano in gbopraTu No nuuto, rngHyna o éora,
NigHANA PYKW... | TiIbKKU KpUKHYNa — ox!... Bxxe OKcaHa KuHynacs
[0 Hir, oocTaE ix, xBaTa, WwWob nouinyBaTtn, a caMa TaK i
3a/IMBA€ETbLCA CMi3bMu... Bekna (ce BoHa 1 byna) Bunpy4dana Horu,
nigHanack i cina Ha nosy; TPpyCcuTbCs, 00 6ora pyku nioBoaunTb,
CUJIKYETbCH LLOCb CKa3aTu — i He MPOMOBUTb... OKCaHa NIeXXnTb
JOJ1i, aX NianJvBa CNi3bMW, NOTIM CTaJ1a HABKOJILWKWX, NinMana
PYKY MaTepuHYy, i X04 Ta BigHIMasa, a BOHa TakKn AepXUTb Ta
BULLISIOBYE Ti... i cOBi He 3Mo)Xe cnoBa npomosuTK! [JOBro CbOro
Bbyno; ctapa 4yepes cuny i ckasana:

— Lo ce Tv Hapobuna 3 cobo? — Ta CKasasia TaK TUXEHbKO

Ta N0b'dA3H0; 3BiCHO, 9K MaTW.

Xnuna OKcaHa, CTosA4YM HaBKOJIWKaX, i coBa He ckaxke. Oyx i

3aXBayYE.

— Tw, 6a4y, n cama 3Haew, K cebe 3Bena! — ctana Kasatun
Bekna i cioB He 36epe. [lani, CUNIKY4YMCh, NpoMoBuna: — an cobi
Tyawu, Kyaun Big MeHe niwna. Hawo 4 1o6i!

— Ox, MaMou4Ko!... — TiZIbKMN N 4yTb Big OKCaHW.



— MeHi 6e3 Tebe nerwe 6yno... 1 He MOXY Ha Tebe
AVBUTUCK... AN COBi... KONK 34yXKalo... KIIMKHY Tebe...

OKCaHa He BCTaE...

— Mawmo!... bozs!... — Ce MuUTpuK, LLO NOKUHYJIA NOFO MaTU Y
CiHax, 6avayn, Wo OBepi y XaTy BiAYMHEHI, NONi3-Moni3, nepeni3
Yyepes nopir, 4oNi3 Ao cepen xaTw, CiB, po3rnsnas, rnsHyB Ha
obpa3n Ta nokasye py4koto i benbkoye: "Mamo!... bozsa!..."

Bekna rngHyna Ha HbOro NUJIbLHO, 3APUIHYIA | MNTAE [OYKN:

— Ce BOHO?

— BOHO, MaMO4KO!

— Mopan meHi noro.

OkcaHa, caMa cebe He TaMna4mM, yxonuna AUTUHY, MOJIOXKWIIA
Ha pyKu MaTepi i npunana Ao Hir MaTePUHNX.

Bekna, y3aBWN OUTUHY, OUBUIACb Ha Hel LOBro,
nepexpectuna noro: "Bo iMm'a oTus, i cMHa, i cBaToro gyxa. Cnasa
T06i, rocnoam, Wo Ty He 3BeJla NOro, He B3sJla HOBOMO rpixa Ha

D.yl-uy" .

MuTpuK, CMasym Ha pykax y Beknu, bangyxe, Wwo TyT po,-
BuTbCA, yce pyyKkol nokasye Ha obpa3n Ta yce, 3Han: "Mamol...
bo3zal... bay..."

— Tak, Min aHrone 6oxun! — ckasana Bekna, npuropHysLLn

ANTUHY oo cebe. — Tak, 603! bor i cam npoula rpilHKKIB, | HaM,



rpilHNM, BEINTb NMPoWaTbh BOPOraM HaluM... YcTaHb, OKCcaHo, nan

[0 cepus MaTepuHoro, 6yib MOE ANTUHOIO BM'ATb.

Focnoaun! i cka3aTn He MOXKHa, Lo TYT BXe DyN0 Mexx HUMuU,
CKiNlbKM BOHW naakanu, obHiMannce... OKCaHa yce BUNUTYE MaTip,
4K Bif, WMPOro cepus BoHa ii npouae, 60 cama cobi He BipnTb Bif
pafocCTi...

| yBeCb fieHb Ha TiM NMPONLLUOB, WO yCe BOHW NecTyBaJINCA...
Ctapa Bekna a)x HeHa4e 340poBilla cTana, i yce no 6ora, yce go
bora, wob i BiH Tak NPOCTMB, AK BOHa NMPOCTUS1Ia JO4YKY CBOIO.

Hansedip 6a4nna OkcaHa, wo NeTpo npmxoamne A0 Xa3diHa i
pO3NMUTyBaB, WO TyT Yy HMUX Byno, a 4o Beknu n He 3axoaums.

YBeyepi OkcaHa po3ka3asia MaTepi yce: K Cri3Hanacs 3
KonuTaHoM i ik yce 6yno, a)xx [0 NOCNiAHbOro Yyacy. Bekna yce
NUABHO CJlyXasa, He pa3 CrJlakHyJsa, cyxatlo4dn CTparKgaHHSA
OkcaHMHO, a gani ckasana: "He 6yno 6 cboro Hi4oro, 9kbm TN mMeHi
nonepeay ckasana, wo noatobusia KonnTaHa i 3 AKo AyMKoto. 5 6
Tebe BigBena Big HbOro. [le Takm CbOMy CTaTKCb, WO6 NaH Ta y348
MY>XXUYKY? KONM | sBUTbCA TaKUK CYrnocTaT i CTaHe Take Ka3aTu, To
ce Ha CMix, Ha normnbesnb. A 9kbu Tn He ropannacya Ta He gymarna,
wo6 6yTn 3a naHoM, a Bunwna 6 3a My>Xuka, oT xoH i 3a NeTpa, Wwo
ny>Xe MeHi y Benukin npuropgi ctas 6e3 tebe, 1o byno 6 yce He
Te... Ox, Mog roanHoHbka nunxas!... Hy, Ta B)xe cka3aHo, 6or
NPoCcTUTb!... ByaemMo XunTtu, HeHaye Hi4oro i He Byno; i He
CNOM'AHEMO Hi4MM. A 3a KONuTaHa... Hexan g b6yay MmonnTuce!
Cnacubi rocnoay munocepaHomy, Lo Tobi Ha po3ym nocnaB
YKJIOHUTUCSA 0f 3J1a, WO NOKNHYJIa ECK CBOro ypara, He nogyMmarsna
3@ HUM TacKaTUCb, KWHYa yCeE 310, NpULLIIa A0 MeHe | AUTUHY
coxpaHuna. Yepes ce Tu 3HanwWwNa BN'ATb MOE cepue. Moai X, rogi,
He nsay Bxxe. Cno4YuHb Nicng Takoro TypboBaHHA. 3aBTpa

NPUHLMEMOCH 3a AiN0, 9K i nonepeny 6ysano".



OT i cnpasai, novanu xuTtm cobi ntobeHbKo. Bekna vyna, 9k
cenom ocMianm 1 OKkcaHny; Yyna i Big Mnkonu, xasdiHa, ae »xuna, Lo
He Oyne nepxaTtu "MaHApboxu", aK yci y3nsanm OKCaHy; Tak OT
30Ha i NpuM3Basa i CBOIX Xa3AlHIB, i We AeKOro 3 pOo3yMHILNX Noaen
Ta 1 po3Ka3asia iM npo OKCcaHUHe CcTpaKaaHH4A. OT yCi TyT i
po3cyannu, wo ce 6inbw HacunbCTBO 6YN0, YMM CBOSA OXOTa.

Hani Ta pgani, xod oe n nobayvatb noam OKCaHy, TO yCe MEeHLU,
yce MeHLW cMitoTbcs OKCaHi | yce MeHLW NpukiagatnTb NPUKIaLok.
Bo HacMmisnuck, Tak BXe 1 rofi. Tak OkcaHa-60 cBoe 3Hana. Hikyau
BifL MaTepi Hi Ha N'Afb i Hi 3 KUM BXXe Hirge He Bogmnach i He
3Hanacb. OgHa cobi y xaTi cnanTb Ta pobuTk; | MaTip 3o0a4ra i
NPONUTYE 11, HiY | LeHb PYK He nokniaaa. TiNIbKK 11 i NpoxXonKu, Lo
[0 uepksu 60>XX0i, Ta No Boay, Ta Kyan poboTy BigHeCTW.

AK 06XKnnuca TpoLwKun, Torai ctas NeTpo XoouTn A0 HUX;
nomaraB iM Ae y 4iM i 3Hal BCe CBOE TOBKYBaB, W06 OkcaHa niwna
3a HbOro. Pa3 ciyxaBwm Noro JoBro, Wwo BiH i 06 ciM Ka3aB, BOHa
npocuna noro, wob iwos 3 Heto. OT i NiwAwn, i NPUALWAN Ha

knagbuwe. OT OKCaHa 1 Kaxe:

— MeTpe, 4 3aBcerga 3Hana T8O Job6py Aywy; 3Hana, Wo Tn
YyeCHWUN i pO3yMHUIN 40o0OBiK. MeHi Tebe xanko byJo, Lo T 3a
MHOIO ybumBa€ewcs, i 9 ckopiw ycix niwna 6 3a Tebe, aKkbu He
SABMBCb... BiH, norybuwmk min. Micnga ceoro, wo A 3 coboto 3pobuna,
S He AOCTOMHa He TiNbku Tebe, Ta N NOCAIAHLOIO IMYMaHa. TyT, Ha
6aTbkoBOMY rpoboBi, e N CaMa KOJIMCb JieXXaTuMy, 3akonasa s
CBOIO CNaBy, Lo Noka3yBasa Tobi, AK we nwna y ceno, CBO
NiBOYYIO KOCY, CBOIO BOJIIO, A0 CyAy, O BiKy. 3aKonasLuu,
NOKJIANACA: IK He MOXXHa NPUCTaBUTN 3HOBY MOEI KOCU, TaK He
MO>XHa MeHi CTaTn LOCTOMHOI YeCHOro Y0JIOBiKa; He NpuHecy
HiKOMYy 6e34ecTs, He 3aB's)KY 4y>KOro BiKYy, HE OCTUAXY HiSAKOI
CimM'l, He nigy Hi 3a Koro. MNeTpe, TM BOMBaBCb 3a MOIO MATIHKY; AK A
3rybuna 0yno ii, T He NMOKMHYB 1. T MeHe, K 9y CaMi BeNuKin

6ini 6yna, ckpi3b 3emnto niwna 6, TM HEe NOKUHYB MEHE Ha LUNAXY,



pO3Ba)>KaB MeHe, i 1K yCi Ha MeHe Hanasnau, CMiaNInCb 3 MeHe,
nonpikanan MeHi, NJBaaN Ha MeHe N Lypasncb MeHe, TU caMme Toai
XOTiB MeHe y34Tn, MOKPUTN MiA CTUL | COPOM, YBECTU MEHe Mex
YeCHUX N gen... XTo X Tak 3pobums 6u, 9K He CUH MOEI MaTepi,
B6paT min pigHn? MeTtpe, 6yab MeHi bpaTnKom pigHeHbKM! He
NOKWHb MeHe, KOJIM MeHe yCi toau nokuHynn! Mpunmm TyT, ae Mo
cnaBa, ie MOS BONSA NIEXUTb, e N 5 KOJIUCb JieXXaTumy, npunmm
MO0 NPUCATY, WO He Niay Hi 3a Tebe i Hi 3a koro! byay maTepi
[OYKOI0, KO KONNCb Byna; byay cnMHy mMaTip'to, MOKW... MOKK MOro
B6aTbKO... KONIM TO e He BiguypaEeTbCA...

— OkcaHo! XXanko meHi Tebe piwaTtuce, 6o, 6a4ntsb bor, i
Tenep Tebe Tak Nobnio, 9k cnepwy noaobus. XoTiB MOKPUTU TBOKO
CnaBy, XOTiB MoOKa3aTwu NOAAM, WO BOHN HENpPaBeaHO OCY)XOatloThb;
xoTiB 6yTn 6aTbKOM TBOMOMY CUPOTI, 60 Ha... HBOIrO HIiYOro
cnoAdiBaTucb. Konu, Kaxkew, xo4ew 6yTn no4koro, akow n byna,

TaK y CiM gini nocnyxamMo MaTepi: K BOHa CKa)ke, Tak HexaMn i

byne.

MogymasLwn, OkcaHa cka3ana: "Hexan byae, 9k maTu ckaxe".
OT i niwnn gogomy.

MaTu Bucnyxana lNeTpa, noTiMm Bucnyxana i OKkcaHy i ckasana:
"MeTpe, BenmKa TBOos Aywa! bor Tob6i Hexam BiANAaTUTbL 3a yce, Wo
pobuB ANns Hac i Wo Tenep xo4vew pobutn. Oaku Hawoi Tobi mano!
Hyxxe 6 a cboro xoTina, wWob we Ha CBOMOMY BiKy NnobaynTn MOEi
OKCaHO4YKUM cnaBy MOKPUTOID; Ta WO X pobutn? OKcaHa npasny
Ka)ke. T M0N0 YONOBIK, TU L@ He 3HAELL, WO MOXYTb 3pobuntn
NIOACBKI pedi... Xo4 No KanesbLli JOWNK Kparna Ha KaMiHb, @ Taku
NPOICTb NOro; Tak i TyT. CTaHYyTb rOBOPUTU, TOBKYBaTU, CYaAnUTU; TN
ce yce 4yew; nonepeny Tobi HiYOro; a Aani CTtaHew NpPUCIyXxaTuch,
aymaTu, nepengyMmyBaTu; gani N NOBIpULL | CTaHeL XaJIkyBaTu, WO
y3§B TaKy... 3HeHaBuguw 1i... A sika 1I gona Torai Bxxe byne? Tenep
fIka €ECTb BOHa, OQHMM OHa AyLllelo, yce nepecTpa)xkna, yce
nepetepnuTb. Tak, MNeTpe! MNMpaBaa, 6a4vy, OKkcaHnHa. byab xe



BpaTUKOM, He MOKMHb ii 3 CUPITKOIO, AK 9 BMPY, @ MeHi byab Taknm,

SK 9 i 0O cboro Yacy tebe bayy i 6narocnosnsio Tebe 3a ce".

— MaTiHKO pigHasa! — NOKNIOHMBCL a)K Yy HOru MeTpo i Kaxke: —
Mpunmm XX MeHe, CMPOTY, Y CBOIO CiM't0. Briarocnosn meHe, sk
cuHa! He yypanTecs MeHe i He BOPOHITbL MeHI coaep>kaTu Bac.
CecTtpo OkcaHo! Ypy4n »k MeHi TBOro xsionus. 4 npMHbMar noro
3aMiCTb CMHa. K T nNpucarasacsa CBOEK CNaBolo, Tak i 1 0T nepen
MaTip'to 3anpucAratocChb, WO He 0XKeHKCb Hikonu. Micnsa MmeHe BiH
Hachnigye i moto xynoby. bnarocnosu, mamo!

Bekna nobnarocnoBuna ix ycCix i sBigaana Mutpuka lMeTposi
pyKamu i ckazana: "Hexanm xe BiH byge Mutpo 3aB'sxucsiT, 60 BiH
HaM ycCiM 3aB's3aB CBIT".

Tak i moYanu xnonusa 3BaTu i y CiJibCbKi CNUCKU TakK NOro
3anucann. Bekna 3 4OYKOK HE Mann Hi y YiMm Hy>Xgu: NeTpo im
nomaras i yCiMm noginasca. Cak-Tak 3ibpanncs, kynunm Asip i XXunm

cobi, xBanaym 6ora mmnocepaHoro.

Pa3, Tak BXe rofis 4yepes N'aTb Micns Toro, K ce Aisnock, yoir
y XaTy Mntpuk i Kpuiutb o OkcaHu: "Mamo, MaMo, a B MeHe €

BineHbkun waxkok! Ocb 6a4!" | NOKa3ye rpMBeHUK.

— A xT1o0 ce T06i, cMHy, oaB? — nuTa OKcaHa.

— [MaH pmaB, — Kaxe.

— AKnn e TaM naH?

— A 0Cb KU, — KaXKe BXe [eTpo, Wo yBINLIOB 3a HAM Yy XaTy.

— KonuTaH.

OkcaHa Tak i nobnigna, i 3aTpycmnacs.



— Ta He nAKanTechb, a cnyxanTte, wo byno, — Ka3aB leTpo. —
AnBnioCb, Ha CTaHUIOHHIM ABOPI, WO 6ing MeHe, CTOITb BpnyKa |
XO0ONTb MO ABOPY Take, MOB Haw KonuTaH. A niginwos 6anxye...
AVBJIOCh... BiH i €. 1 nogyMaB, Wo 3 Hboro byae? MNMoknvkas
MunTpuka Ta i nay y xaTy, dbyuim o cMoTpuTens, a BiH MeHe |

30MNHUB:

— Ce TBOWM MaJlb4UK? — Kaxe.

— HeTy, Bawe 6naropofie, — Kaxxy 1, — C€ KONMUTaHCbKUN. —
Tak npsamo i Bigpisas.

— KaK KONNTaHCbKUN? — a>X CKPUKHYB i NiginwoB 40 xaonus.

— Tak, Bawe 6bnaropofie, — Kaxy, — KOMaHAa cTosna TyT, Tak
KONuTaH 3MaHyB Y Hac fiBky, OkcaHy. Tak BOHa yTeKsa Bif HbOro i

nMpmHecCJ1la CbOro XJiorn4mkKa.

— Tak eTo €no cnH? [1a, MOLWWEHHNK, Kakon BONKNn, — Ta y34B
Noro 3a 4yb4mk i NOCKyb nereHbkKo, Ta N Ka)ke: — TaK OHa-Takwn
Ainwna Hasaa? A MeHi cKasaun, WTOo OHa i3 CMHOM yTonnaacs.

— Hi, Bawe 6naropopie, — ckasaB A, — Npunwna coam i

XKMBETb TYT Y BenuKkin 6igHOCTI...

— Buw, Kak MeHe obMaHynn, — kaxke. — O, ga nayT byneTb

Maflb4yuK. YBECb y MeH4.

TyT Wwe noabopras NOro To 3a yxO, TO 3a 4yb4uk, a gani
BUNHSAB FPUBEHUK, Ta N AaB xJonuesi, i kaxke: "Ha, oTnan maTepi,

wTob TO6I OpiwkKoB Kynuna". A cam ciB y 6punyKy i noixas.

Tak po3ka3yBas [leTpo.



OkcaHa y35/1a rpuBeHuK, 3Befa o4i 0o 6ora i KnHyna Ton
FPUBEHUK Yy BIKHO, @)k FreTb Ha BY/INLIO, A€ AiTU rpasncb; obHana

MwunTpuka i ripko-ripko 3annakana...



