Kpawn cena 6inda rpebni oanHoko ctoana ybora xatuHa. NeBHa piy, WO
Hy>XOa Ta 3NMAHI 4aBHO BXXe ronybunm Ty xaTmnHy. CTapa CTpixa nopocna
3e/1eHUM MOXOM i B OAHOMY KYTKY, HaZL KOMOPOIO, BXXe 3arnasiacs; Aumap Hapn
CTPIiX0K CTUPYaB KiJlbKOMa YOPHMMU, OCMANIEHUMU BIXTAMU. 3 OBOX
HEeBEeNNYKMX BiKOHeUb 0gHO 6yno 3anaTaHe 3aMiCTb BUBMTUX LWNOOK OOLIKO
i, MOB cnine oko, Burnagano 6inbMom. XaTa NoKpuBuUaacb oagHUM 6GOKOM, L0
no4YaB y>ke BpoCcTaTu B 3emt0. Y6oro 6yno i Ha noagip'i, 3apocnomy
crnopuleM: nuuwe ctapa, gipsasa rnosiTKa, Kyrnka Cyxoro XMm3y Ta Kisibka
KypeWn, WO WNopTaancsa Ha CMiTHUKY — Ta 1 BCEHbKe OoTe€, MabyTb, Byno
Xa3sancTBo.

MpoTe BnaKo 6yno, wo xa3si agbanm 9K Moram npo CBOIO OCEeJt0: XaTa
B6yna 4ncto nobineHa, npmnsbba BUMaLLEHA XXOBTOH IINHOID, CTAPEHLKNIN TUH
ne-He-ge nonataHo Bep60s1030M Ta NignepTo KinikoM, wob He BanmBecs.

Xwunay Tin xaTi Bgosa CKkpunymxa 3 CMHOM MakCMMOM, HEBICTKOIO Ta
MaJIeHbKOIO BHYYKOIO.

3annwmnnaca Ckpunymx-a BOOBOK 3 CUHOM MakcumMoM. TiNlbKn 1 yTixn,
Tinbkn N Xypbwu ii 6yno. [iTen wectepo NnoxoBana BOHa We 3a HebiXkymka —
OAWVH SN CeN BUKOXABCA. [lecaTuni pik iLloB NOMy, 9K MOCUPOTISIN BOHM, a
B>XKe no4as MaTepi y NoMiy cTaBaTu: XMN3y Hanbae Ha Nnanmeo, BOAWN X0
niBBIAEPKOM, @ HAHOCUTb, TOPOANHY nornosie. HasanBoBMXXY Oy10 BOHO
CNYXHSIHE Ta PO3yMHe.

Ckpunyduxa 3apobnana no nogsax, 60 ceoei 3emni He Byno, Kpim
LIMaToO4YKa ropoay npu xaTi: YAITKY 3a CHiN, 3a KONULo, 3MMOIO 33 MIiTKK. TUM
i XKnna.

XaTuHy nigoep>xysasna Kk morsa. Bce npymka byna: Bupocte Makcmm —

O4PYXUTb BOHA MOro Ta MNokKijb Biky Oyne — CBil KYTOK MaTuMe.



AK niwwoB MakCcMMOBI N'ATHaAQUATUIA PiK, Bigaana noro Ckpunymxa y
HanMKn 0o ABopa. Jlerwe cTtano Xntu, 60 N 3a XaTOK MEHLUE KJ0MOoTy Ta

3apobnaTK cTaB xsoneub KOMiNYnHy.

He niTa, a ripka npaus Ta 3amaHi 6e3 nopun 3octapinm CKpun-4mxy; anxo
3ropbuno ii, MoBbM HEBYACHO FHITW/IO 00 3eMii. He cTaBano BxXe cnau

pobunTn, K KOINCH.

Yumpas vyacTiwe HasigyBasna il JaBHO BMKOXaHa AyMKa OAPYXUTU CUHA

Ta CrNoO4YNTM TPOXWN.

AK MUHYI0 MakKCMMOBI AeB'ATHaOUATL JiT, No4asia MaTu pas3 y pas
HaragyBsaTu NOMY MNpo Te.

— OapyxuBca 6, ANTUHO MOS; He Bik T06i Mo HanMax TuHaTuca! baunw:
He3nyXato; XTo X Tebe, bypnaky, obuive, obnepe? OTee€ Bi3bMeLl Ha
NOKPOBY COPOK KapboBaHLiB — Kynue 61 KOHAYKY, BO3MB 61 Bypsaku Ha
3aBOJ TOLLO, @ MOBECHi HanHaB 6y n cTeny wMaTok — 6yB 6U xassiH...
O>XeHUCb, CNHY, 3aCNOoKin MO CTapiCTb Ta HyXAay!..

Makcum anga maTepi Bce pag 6ys 3pobutun. [lo gisyaT BiH 6yB HEKBaNHUMN,
Ha BEYOPHMLI Ta Ha BYIMLIIO He BYallaB — 04HAKOBO nomy 6yno, aky 6 He
cBaTaTu. Ta aAymMKa byna, Wo gapemMHa piy Noro ctapoctam o6buBaTtn noporn
y baratupiB — copoMy HabepyTbCA. Y34B Ta nMocBaTaB TaKy X CUPOTY, AK i
caMm,— MoTpto, WO CAy>XXuia y TOMy X Takn ABOpi 3a 4osapky. [iska byna
4yeCHa, Tuxa Ta TpyAswa, X04 Ha BAA4Yy He Oy»xe Kpacusa.

Micna nokposu Binbynu Becinna. MaHu, wo oo obox ix 6ynm nobpi,
napysanun MoTpi Tennyky, a MakcumoBi Ha Becisiia N'aTb KapboBaHLUiB Ta
NesAKOoro BigCUMHOIro rnoBepx TOro, Lo 3aCJ/y>KMB.

Ckpunyuci mosbun 1 cnpaBAi yCMixXHyacs A0S Ha CTapicTb. HeBicTKa
6yna pnobpa, CiyxHSAHa: AOoroax<ana i, aK pigHin, Ta 1 YONOBIKOBI HIKONN He
nepe4unna.



MaKcuM CnpoMirca Ha KOHsAKY, a NoBeCHi B3£IB i LUMATOK cTeny nif
bypsaku ang 3asony. YniTky, obpobusLun cBoE, BCi Tpoe 3apobnsanm y oBopi Ta
Nno MoasaX. 3UMOI0 XiHKK Npsann. MoTps obwmeana BCO CiM'to, a Makcum

3apob61sB NiABOAOD Ta MNJIiB CONIOM'AHKN.

[0 poKy Hapoaunna MoTpsa A04KY.

B>xe cTtapa Ckpun4ymxa nowmnacsa y HaHbKY 00 BHYKKU, 60 Ha poboTy y
NoJli Ta Ha ropodi CMN He CTaso: HaxkHe 6yno cHoniB AecsaTb abo BMNpaLlye
KapTonni rpaaky — Ta v roai gani pobutn.

Llen pik 6yB Ts)xkun gns nogen, 60 Big BENNKOAHA aXk A0 3€/1eHNX CBAT
Aouwly Hi Kpanenbkn He gas 6or, Hi 3epHa, Hi COIOMU, Hi Nawi AN CKOTUHN
He BpOAW/I0. A KOJIN CYTY)XXHO CTaJsio CNpPaBXHiM rocrogapsm, TO BXe I
MNOTOMY Takum 3nugapsam 6esszemenbHuM, ak Ckpunku. LLle n Ha Bypsika 3
TaKOi 3aCyxu 4yepBa Hamnasna — wkoda 6yno n npaui Koo HUX.

CyMHMIM xoame Makcum, Xypsadmcb, K BOHO byae 3umoto 6e3 xniba, 6e3
nawi Ta 6e3 nanmea. TSHXKKY AYMKY AyMana h CKpunymxa, NOXuamseLwmn ctapy
rOJIOBY Haf KOJINCKOK OHYKMW... He 6a4nna Ta ronoBa gobpa 3a XUTTH, He
3a3Ha€ Noro N OOBIKY...

MwuHyno, nito.

Ha nokposy 3nsarna ctapa Ckpunymxa Ta BXXe W He 3Boausacs 3 rneui.
[yx 1 3anepsio B rpyasax, HOrm nobpsaknum, Kawenb AyLWmnB.

— CMepTb Mosa npunwnia, gitn! — noyvasa BOHa Kas3aTu CMHOBI Ta
HeBicTUi.— OX, NoXXuJyia 1 CBOE Ha CBIiTi, HalJlaCb 9 NiINAHIB, HANWJIAcsa nnxa,
BUNJaKana BCi CNi30HbKM ripKi... as )1 rocnoab MnaocepaHUin CrnoYnNHOK
MOIM KiCTO4YKaM Tpyaxxe-umMm... Cupotatka Bu moi! Y Taka X i Bawa byae
nonsa HyxxgeHHa? Ox, He fan To 60XKeHbKyY, He fal roCrnoAeHbKY
MunocTmnemninl..



MoTps npuBena Ao Heay»xoi 6abky Oemunanxy. NowenTtana 6aba, nana
3inna, wob 3BapuTn Ta BUTEPTU FPYyAN Ta HOrM — He nonerwano. MNpneo3uns
Makcum hepluana 3 MicTedka — i TOM He NOMIr HiYoriCiHbKO. ayxa, cKka3as,

He3niYnma.

TWXXHIB TpY NPOCTOrHasa crtapa Ta U, YeCHO BMCMNOBIAABLUUCH |

3anpmny4actmBlnNCb, Crio4msia AaBHO 0a>KkaHUM BiYHUM CHOM.

Mycunm 3aCTaBUTU Y XXUAA KOXKYLIAHKY Ta We A0 TOro No3nynTn y Kyma
kapbosaHuiB napy, wob 6yno 4yum noxosaTn MaTip.

CnopsauvsLuM BCe A0 MOXOPOHY, MiwoB Makcum apyroro gHS paHo go
nona. [1oporot y34piB CTapLUMHY.

— NobpuaeHb! — BKNOHMBCA MakcumM.

— 3nopoB! A kyan 6or Bege!

— o nona.

— Y1 3HOB XpPeCTUTU? — YCMiXHYBCS CTapLUnHa.

— ba Hi, xoBaTn! — BignosieB Makcnm.— Mama nomepnu!

— UapcTBo HebecHe!..— cka3aB CcTaplinHa, 3HAB Wanky Ta
nepexpectmnecsa.— Kosun x nomepna?

— Byopa! MNpowanTe, Aaa0bKy!

— 3 6orom, Heboxe! Aros, Makcmme! — rykHyB HaB3[0riH CTapwuHa.—
A T X, TNBOHb, Ha NPU30Bi CbOr0 POKY?

— Ere! Tax y meHe Binbrora!



— Tak. A npunwos 6u Takn, MOXXe, y BOJIOCTb! 3asaBUBCA.

— Xiba Tpeba? — cnutaB Makcum.— Af>Ke X nepLuy BiNbroty He bepyThb!

— Ta He bepyTb, A 3HatO! A BCe X 3a9BUTUCL Tpeba ang nopagky, He
byno 6 wrpady Akoro, oH wo! XXnaka Ha n'atgecaTt pybnis owTpadysann,
O He IBUBCS 3 NepBOto BiNlbrotot. CamMoro He B351u1, a NpoTe wrpad, LWo
He aBmBcA. Take gino!

— Konn Ttpeba, To npungy,— ckazaB Makcum.— Tak Koam x? Ocb
MOXOPOH CbOroaHi!

— 3ab6ixn Big nona! NMonpocnw y NnpucyTcTBil, Wwob nycTmunm wenaule.
Came Tenep 3acigatoTb.

— Xiba BM nonpocuTe 3a MeHe, Aa4bKy, 6yab nacka. 1 XX He 3Hato, Kyau

TaMm npuctynuTu!

— Hy, Hy, Akocb-TO byae! — BianoeiB cTapwunHa. Nepebanakaswu 3
nonoMm, nobir Makcmm y BonocTb. Came

Toai 6yno TamM BOIHCbKE NMPUCYTCTBIE.

MpoTUCHYBLWNCHL Kpi3b topby napy6bkis, LLO FOMOHINN Ha ABOPiI BONOCTI,
[OXKUOAYUCH, MOKN NOKANYYTb NO Yep3i, MakcMM 3aiLloB y KaHLensapito.

| Tam Byna cuna Hapoay.

3a CTOJIOM, NOKPUTUM 3€JIEHUM CYKHOM 3 30J10TOK MEepexXKot, CUaino
BCSAKE HAa4YasIbCTBO, YOJIOBIK 30 LUICTb: | BOEHHI, i HEBOEHHI, | 3 Megansamu, i 3
ryasnkamu, i Tak cobi 6e3 ycboro. A nepep CTO/IOM CTOsAJ1a BUCOKa CTilMKa,
6ina Hel ABOE MOCKasiB Ta N MipAaM BOHU Ha Ti CTiNLi ronnx HoBoGpaHLiB.

llani CTosAB CTaplnHa, ypSAHUK, CTAapoCcTa Ta Lie oau.



MaKCuM NMPOTUCHYBCSA A0 CTapLUMHMN.

— Ocb i 9, gagbkKy! — cka3aB BiH nowenkn.— lMonpociTe, byab nacka,
wob weuawe 3anncanu, wWo Tam Tpeba, Ta NycTnanm MeHe.

— Hy, HY,— KNBHYB CTapLWWHa Ta 7 NMOCYHYBCA HaBLUMMNHBbKWK 00 CTOJ1a.

— Yoro T106i, cTapwmnHa? — cnuTaB OOWH 3 Ha4YabCTBA.

— Mpu3nBHUIN OANH NPOCUTH, WO6 WBMALWe BiANYCTUAX WOTO...

— Yoro tak?

— MaTu nomepna, xoBaTb Tpeba!

— K 3ByTb?

— Makcum CKpun4yeHko.

MakcumM 6am»xye nofaBcs A0 CTosa. HavyanbCTBO WenecTino nanepamu,
LIYKal4mM 4Oroch.

— Makcum CkpunyeHko, nepsa nbrotal! Yoro x asnsasca? Tobi MOXXHa

6yno He asnaTuce! lon 3 6orom!

— 4 He 3HaB,— obi3zBaBcsa MakcmM.— CTaplwmHa Kasanwu.

— Mo)xHa 6yJ'IO He ABNSATUCb,— CKa3aB OAWH i3 Ha4abCTBa, YNTalo4un

LWOCh Y nanepi.

MaKcuM 3aBepHYBCSA NTN.

— MocTin! Y Tebe baThbka HeMa?



— Hema! — cka3aB Makcum.

— A maTu, KaeLl, noMmepna?

— Ere, B4opa!

— Ere-re, bpate! lMNMoraHe aino! MNMponana.TBos nbroTa!

— Sk Nnponana? — TpemMTA4YMM rosIoCcoM crnnmTas Makcum.

— Tak! Tn 6yB 0ONH CNH y MaTepi i MaB Yepe3 Te nepsy NbroTy, Woo,
3Ha4YNTb, rOAYBaB i Nigaep>XysaB MaTip. A Tenep BOHa rnoMepsa — nomMepna i

TBOSA Nbrota! T oanHOYKa. Taknm 3aKOH!

MakCuMOBI cepLe CTUCHYOCh Y FpyAsx; WocChb nigCTynuao oo ropna,

3aTpemTiNIv HOrn.

— lNocnopga HavanbcTBO! Bawe 6bnaropogi€! Y MeHe XiHKa, ANTUHA...
Xiba X ix He Tpeba rogysaTb, NigaepxyesaTtb? MomunynTe!..

fon0oC noro TpemTiB, 3aNMMHABCA Ha KOXKHIM CJ10BI, | 34aBanocs

MaKCMMOBI, WO Le He BiH FOBOPUTb, @ XTOCb iHLWWA.

— 3aKOH He NPU3HAE XIHKN Ta ANTUHN onsa nerotu! Jlinwe 6aTbKa Ta
MaTip! A Tn Tenep cmpoTa, ogmnHo4dka! Hivoro He Bgaiew, ronybe. XKanko
Tebe, Ta He MOXHa! 3akoH!..

— Wo >k MmeHi pobuTb y CBITI?! — CKPUKHYB MaKCUM, 3aJIOMUBLLUN PYKMW.
y

— Hivoro He 3pobuw! Po3ggarancsa, ctaBan Ha Mipy! Konm rogeH — nigew

cnyxutu!



MaKCUMOBI CBIiT 3aTyMaHUBCH, | BiH HIYOro He TAMUB, He nNamM'aTas. MoB y
TYMaHi, Y CHi AKOMYCb MaHSA4110 NOMY, K NOr0 Mipsan, K 3anucanim
rogHuMm. BiH oNMHMBCA 3HOB Ha BOJIOCHOMY ABOPI i Big X0n04y OCiIHHbOIO
pPaHKy rno4yaB TPOXU OMNaM'aTOBYBATUCh. AKUNCb XXNOOK yoapuB NOro

nereHbKo o rnnaevy.

— Akunn xe Tn gypHum-nin! Ha akoro 4yopta 6yno Tobi asnatuce? Xiba
MPUCYTCTBIE 3Ha0, WO TBOS MaTu BMepna? Tak 61 HIXTO 1 He 3HaB, Ta 1

6yna 6 T06i NoBik nbroTa! A BiH, AypHUNn, cam cobi bigy HanuTas! O-on-on!..

BepHyBLWIKCE foaomMy, MakCcnuM po3kKasaBs XiHLi Npo HecnogiBaHe rope.
bigHa MoTpsa a>k bunacs ronosow 06 CTiHy i3 XKasto, 3aBOASAYN Yyroaoc Ta

3aJIMBAOYUNCh CNi3bMI.

MaTwu nexxana Ha naBi. ii CNOKiNHe, Hy>KAeHHe 06144 30aBanoCh
HaWLWaCAMBILLMM Y Cil XaTi: BOHa MaJsia Tenep HebecHy Binbroty i 6yna
Hbanay>xa 4o NOACBKOro rops, A0 3eMHUX 3aKOHIB Ta JibFroT. Makcum npunas

nnuemMm 0o XonogHMxX MaTepunHnXx pyk.

— Mamo! Mamo!..— 3 og4aeM npocTorHas BiH.— He 3a3Hasna T cama
LWacTsa i HaM noro He gana! YoMy Tn He NPOXKWJIa LWe X04 30 ABa AHI 414 Hac,

ONs Binbrotun?



