Habnwmxanocs cBaTO, i No BymuAax npobirano xsusaoBaHHS, Hibn Ha
BOASAHIN NoBepxHi nepen bypeto. KpaMHuui, po3uBiveHi npanopusamu, pabinn
BECeI0l0 ACKPAaBICTIO ABEpEWN, i rafaHTepenHnkn obayproBanan Nogen Ha
TPUKONIPHIN TKaHWHI, SK BakaninHMKn Ha cBivkax. Cepusa NoTpoxy
po3nasitoBanucd; no obigi Ha TpoTyapax PO3MOBASIN NPO CBATO,
obMiHIOBaNUCa AyMKaMu:

— Lo X ue 3a caTo byne, opysi mMoi, ke cBATO!

— Y 4yynm Bu? MoHapxm MaloTb NPpUBYTN iIHKOTHITO, B LUUBISIBHOMY

BOpaHHi, w06 NOANBUTMNCH Ha HLOTIO.

— KaXkyTb, O POCINCbKMI iMNepaTop y>Ke TyT; BiH Ma€e nobyBaTu ycioamn
pPa3oM i3 NPUHLOM YesbCbKUM.

— O! Lle 6yne cBsaTO Hag cBAaTamMu!

Tak, ue byae cnpaB)XXHE CBATO; Te, WO MNaH MaTico, napusbkum 6ypxxya,
Ha3MBA€E CBATOM, Ta HEBMMOBHA METYLUHS, WO NPOTAroM N'aTHaguUsaTN roavH
TOYNTb 3 KiHUS B KiHeUb MiCTa yCIo Pi3NYHY NoraHb, NpuKpaLleHy
CYX03/1iTKaMun, NOTOKW CRITHIAKX Tin, e nopyy 3 ToBcToto 6aberoiw y
TPUKOJIIPHUX CTPIYKaX. pO3naceHoo 3a CBOIM NPUJIaBKOM i CONyLLOK0 0
3a4yXu, TOBYETbCA PaxiTUYHUI NpoAaBeLlb, TArHY4YM Ha BYKCUPI CBOIO XKIHKY 1
ManeHs, pobiTHUK, Wwo nocaame ceoro 6enbbaca Ha WNIO BEPXN, O4MaHINNIA
NPOBIHLia 3 NMMKOK BPa>KeHOro KpeTmnHa, NoraHo BUrosieHnn oypmaH, e
MPOCSAKHEHUN AYXOM CTaWHi. | Yy)Ko3eMui, BU4enypeHi, Ha4ye MaBnun, aHrNinku,
noAibHi 0o »upad, NpnoasarHEHN BOAOBO3 i HE34YMUCIEHHA flaBa ApPiGHMX
Byp>Kya Ta NIOXeHbKUX PaHTbE, AKUX yce 6aBnTb. O WTOBXaHUHO, BTOMO,
noTe Ta NWKOro, rapMuaepe, KoJI0BEPTHIO JIIOACLKUX Tisl, BIATONTYBAHHSA
MO30J1iB Ha HOrax, 3anaMopoYeHHsa AyMOK, noraHun aywe, 6esrnysge
CHOBUIraHHSA, pa3tode YaCHUKOM AnXaHHSA opbu, ganTe MaTico yClo pagicTb,

AKY TiJIbKU MOXXe BMICTUTK Noro cepue!



| BIH NOYaB roTyBaTUCSA, K TiIbKM NPOYUTaB Ha CTIHAaX CBOEI OKPYrun

3aKJIMK Mepa.

TaMm cTos)10 Take:

"3BepTalo Bally yBary Ha ocobsmBe 3Ha4YeHHS LbOro CBATA.
Mpukpawante NnpanopamMmn Bawwi OyonHKKY, iNIOMiIHYNTE Balli BiKHa.
O6'egHynTech, 36bupanTe rpowi, wob HagaT Bawmum ByanHKam, Balli By auui
HaNBINCKYYILLOro BUraAaay, NUWHILLOro, HXK Ha CyMiKHUX ByanHKax Ta

By nmuax".

Topmi NaTico cTapaHHO NoYaB MiPpKyBaTW, AKOro 6 TO HAMAPTUCTUYHILLIOIO
BUrNA4y HagaTu CBOIN oceni.

Ta BUSABMNACH MOBaXkHa nepeLwkoaa. loro eanHe BiKkHO BUXOAUIIO Ha
noaBip'sa, TeMHe, TicHe n rnnboke, ae xiba Wo NaykyM Moram nobaymTm Noro

TPW BEHEeLUINCbKI NixTapi.

Nomy BpakyBasio BikHa Ha ByuLLIO. BiH Moro 3Hanwos. Ha apyromy
MOBEPCi TOro X 6yONHKY XXUB 3aMOXXHUA J00poain, WASXTUY | poAnicT, a Noro
MaLwlTanip, Tex peakuioHep, 3aMaB MaHcapay Ha CbOMOMY MOBepCi, 3 BIKHOM
Ha By uuto. [aTico NpunyckKas, Lo 3a MeBHY LiHY MOXXHa KYNUTKU BCiNAKiI
nepekoHaHHs, Ta 1 3anNponoHyBaB LLbOMY rpoMagsaHUHoBI o4 baTora
BIACTYNUTN 3a CTO CYy CBOE XXMTJI0 04 NiBAHA A0 NiBHOUI. MNpono3uuito 6yno
oApasy NPUNHATO.

Topni BiH 3aX04MBCSA KOJIO NMpuUKpac.

Tpw npanopu, YOTUPKU NiXTapi — 4YM AOCUTb LUbOro, Wob BIKHO Ha Oaxy

Masno apTUCTUYHUIA BUrNa g, Wwob BUABUTU eKCTas3 CBOEI AyLli?

3BMY4anHo, Hi! Ane, He3Ba)Kato4un Ha AO0Bri MNOLWYKMW i HiYHI MipKYBaHHS, NMaH

MaTico He BUragas Hi4Oro iHWoro. BiH pagmecsa 3 cycigamu, aki AVByBaanCs 3



NOro 3anUTaHHSA, 3BepTaBCb 40 TOBapULLIB Ha CNyXbi... Yci KynyBann nixtapi i
npanopun, oA4a4dn 00 LbOro Ha AeHb TPUKOJIPHI 3HaYKW.

Topni BiH 3anMoB35BCA NpuayMaTy LLOCb Ay>Xe CBOepiaHe. BiH xoauBs no
KaB'APHAX, PO3NUTYO4YM Ntogen, ane B HUX BpakyBano aHTasii. Lani ogHoro
pPaHKYy BiH 34epcs Ha imnepian oMHibyca. Aknncb ctaTevyHun gobpoain nopy4
i3 HAM KypUB curapy; Tpoxu gasni pobiTHUK CMannB CBOIO MOKPYYEHY JIOJIbKY;
[BOE rosioApaHLiB TOYNIN TepeBeHi KO0 (hypMaHa; i pi3Hi ypAaaoBLi iXanu Ha
npavto 3a Tpu cy.

MNepen KpamMHUUAMK Lini obepeMKn NpanopiB CAAIN Ha BPaHiLLHbOMY
COHUi. NMaTico 3BepHYBCA 00 CBOro cycigu:

— byne 4yypose cBATO!

Town ckoca norssgHyB Ha HbOrO | BiAMOBIB 3ropaa:

— Lle meHe gy>xe mano o6xoanTs!

— Bu He 6paTMeTe B HbOMY y4acTi? — CNUTaB 34MBOBaHWA ypsAAOBeELb.

Ton 3HEBaXXJIMBO MOXUTAB rOJIOBOKO | 3a9BUB:

— XantorigHi BOHM 3i cBoiM cBaTOoM! Hawo ue cBaTo?.. Xiba X ue ypan?
Ane X 4 He 3Halo LUbOoro ypaay, naHel'..

Ane MaTico, caM ypsiaoBeLb, BUC/IyXaB Lie 3BMCOKA i CKa3aB 3HAaYHUM
rOJI0COM:

— Ypsaa, naHe gobpogito, ue pecnybnika.

Woro cycina, He ayxe UM 36eHTeXeHU, 3aKNaBLUW CMOKIHO PYKW B

KULLEHi, MoYaB:



— Hy, To 1 wo? 4 uboro He Bigkupato. Pecnybnika, 4n WO iHWe, 4xaB s Ha
ue. 9 TinbKK X04y, Min NaHe, 9 X04y 3HaTW CBin ypaa. A 6a4ms LWapns
HecaToro, i 1 6yB nomy BigaaHum, naHe; 1 6a4me Jyi-dininna i nomy bys
BionaaHun, 9 6a4mB HanoneoHa, 0AHaKoBO ByB NOMY BigAaHUA, ane A HIKON
He 6a4mB pecnybnikn.

MaTico BCe LWe CyBOpO BioKa3aB:

— |i yocobnioe npesngeHT.

Ton npobypyas:

— [Nobpe, xaihl MEHi NOro NOKaXXyTb.

MaTico 3HM3aB Nne4dymma:

— Bci MOXyTb noro noba4nTu; BiH He B WWadi 3aX0BaHUN.

A>XK panToM NoBa>kHMN [obpoain ckunis:

— [NapynTe, NaHe, Noro He MoXxHa 6aunTun. 9 npobysaB HinbLue HiXX CTO
pa3is, Min NaHe. { 3acifaB Ha HbOIro KOJ10 E/ICENCLKOro nanayy, BiH HE
BUXOOMB. AKNNCb Nepexoxnmn 3arneBHNB MeHe, Lo BiH rpae Ha 6inbapaiy
KaB'ApHI HaNpoTu; A MiWoB A0 KaB'apHi HANPOTW: BiH He Npuxoane. MeHi
Ka3asu, wo BiH byae Ha neperoHax B MeneHi; 4 noixas oo MeneHa, ane noro
He 6a4mB. 9 BTOMUBCSA, HapewTi. 1 He 6Ba4mB TakoX i NaHa NambeTn n He

3Hato 30BCiM XKOOHOIro genyTaTa.

BiH po3nantoBaBcs.

— Ypsaa, naHe gobpoaito, MyCUTb MOKa3yBaTUCA; Ha Te BiH i NOTPiIbHUN, a
He Ha WoCh iHWe. Tpeba, wob yci 3Hann: Takoro-To AHSA, O TaKiN-TO rOAVHI,



ypa4 npoizanTmMe Takoto-To Byauueto. OTox noro nobavaTb ycCi, i BCi byayTb
BJ,OBOJIEHI.

[MaTico, 3aCNOKOIBLUUCH, MOrOAMBCA 3 MO0 AOKa3aMWu.

— Lle npaBOa, — NPOMOBUB BiH, — AY>Xe MPUEMHO 3HATUN TUX, XTO HaMWU
NpPaBUTb.

HNobpoain Tex novyaB NarigHilWLM TOHOM:

— 3HaETe, 9K A yaBnsato cobi ue ceaTo? OTKe, NnaHe, a9 Bnopsaans 61 noi3a
i3 N030J104€HUX KOJICHULb, HA KLUITANT KOPOHYBAJIbHUX KOPOJIBCbKUX KapeT, i
BO3U1B OW 4neHiB ypsaay, o4 npesnaeHTa 40 OCTaHHbOro gernyTaTa, Yepes
yBecCb [Mapux LiNniCiHbKNN feHb. TakKMM YNHOM, MPUHANMHI KOXKeH Hao4HO

noba4yns 6u yocobneHHA oep>kaBHOI Blaau.

TyT oOuH i3 rosioApaHuiB KOJI0 hypMaHa 3ayBa>kUB:

— Hy, a Kkyamn x Bn noctasmunm 6 rnagkoro é6uka?

Ha o6ox naBax 3anyHaB cMix. [MaTico 36arHyB goten i MUPKHyB:

— Lle 9KoCb He NN4YnTb.

HNobpoain, nogymasLum, NoroanBCs.

— Topni, — cKa3aB BiH, — 5 BMICTUB 61 iX gecb Ha BMAHOTI, W06 ix 6yno
nobpe BMAKO yCiM, NpuMipoM, Ha TpiyMdanbHin apui, i BCS NOOHICTb NOBUHHA
6yna 6 nponTtu nig Heto. Lle 6yno 6 ay>xe ypo4yncTo,

Ane ronofpaHelb e pa3 3anepeyms:

— MoTpibHi 6yayTb Teneckonu, wob po3anBUTUCH IXHI MUKW,



HNobpoain HiYoro He BigKa3aB; BiH BiB AaJii:

— A Bi3bMiMO po3aady npanopis! Tpeba Buragatn AKUACb NPUBIL, WOCH
OpraHisyBaTun, HaNpukKiag, HeBeNINYKY BiMHY, NIC/AA YOro po3faBaTu BINCbKY
KOporsu, Hibu Haropoay. B MeHe BUHWKNa OfHa iges, i 4 Hanmcas Npo Hel
MiHICTpOBI, ane Ton He NoTypbyBaBCA HaBITb BiAMNOBICTU MeHi. KON BOHM
Bubpanm gna cesata AeHb 3006yTTA BacTunii, Hanexxano 6 SKoCb BiATBOPUTK
uto nogito: Tpeba 6 36yayBaTM KapTOHOBY bacTunito, po3mManboBaHy
TeaTpajbHUM AeKOPaTopoM, i 3a Il MypaMn 3axoBaTu JInnHeBy KOJIOHY. Toni,
naHe nobpogito, BiNCbKO NOBMHHO WTYpMyBaTH ii. Lle 6yno 6 nperapHe
BWOOBUCbKO, @ Pa3oM i CUMBOJ1, 9K Halle BINCbKO HULLUTb TBEPAUHIO TUPAHIl.
MoTiM 3ananuTn Yo bacTunito, i cepepn Noaym's nocTaHe KOJIOHA 3 FreHIieEM
Csoboaun, CMMBO HOBOIO slafly i BU3BOJIEHHS JIIOACTBA.

Llboro pasy BCi Ha iMnepiani cnyxann yBa>kHO, BBa>Katoun L0 AYMKY 3a
npekpacHy. AKMNCb CTapuin 3aneBHUB:

— Lle Benuka ines, naHe, i BOHa pobuTb BaM 4ecCTb. [lyxe wkKoaa, Lo
ypsaA4 il He nigTpyMas.

AKUNCb IOHAK 3a8BUB, WO Hasnexano 6 BUpagnTn Ha BY/INLI aKTOPIB, AKi
neknamysanm 6 "Ambun" bapb'e, wWob Hapia ogHOYACHO NpMBYaBCA A0

MUCTEL,TBA M BOJII.

Ti npono3uuii BUKNMKanM 3axBaT. Ko)KeH X0TiB BUCJIOBUTUCS, YCi
3ananunnca. KatepuHka Ha Byauvui novana "Mapcenbe3y"”, pobiTHUK 3acniBas,
I yCci xopoM nigxonunu npucnis. bagbopa Menoaia NicHi i il waneHnm puTtm
36yaunnun cpbypmaHa, i BiH NorHaB KoHen 4BasioM. lNMaH MNaTico peBiB Ha BCIO
ryby, nackatoum cebe no cterHax, a BcepeaunHi oMHibyca Bpa>keHi naca>kmupwu
nMTann oguH O4HOrO, WO 3a yparaH 3HABCA Hapg IXHIMW rosloBaMu.

HapewTi BOHU 3ynuHunauncs, i MNaTico, BBa>kato4m CBOro cycigy 3a noanHy
3 iHiLiaTMBOIO, MOPaAVBCA 3 HAM MPO CBOE JlALLITYBaHHA [0 CBATA:



— JlixTapi i npanopu — ue ayxe nobpe, — KasaB BiH, — aJie MeHi XTinocs
6 iwe yorock ninworo.

Town OOBro MipKyBaB, ajle He BuragaB Hiqoro. Toai lMaTico, po34apoBaHun,

KYMWB TPW NMpanopu n 4oTupu nixtapi.



