Lle 6yB 3BM4aniHMi nonkosun nec. Cipa, Haye rnocuiiaHa nonesiom,
KyAsiaTa rosioBa Moro TpuMasacb ropf4oBUTO 3aBXAW Brepen, a XBiCT —
HaNeBHIWNN MaHOMeTp cobadnx HaCTPOiB—TO KpyTmeca 6ybnnykom, 1o
BMNPOCTOBYBABCS PIBHUM KisIKOM, BiAbMBaOYN HAWTOHLUI HIOAHCK MO0

wacnameoro, 6e3TypboTHOro XUTTS.

BiH 3'aBuBCA cepen NMOXMypux KazapMeHUX CTiH HeBIAOMO BigKiNnsa, Noro
nopoAa n NoXoa>XeHHs He Bynn 3anncaHi B MONIKOBMUX aHHanax, ane MNMerac —
NOro iM's 3 sIerkol pykKu KanitaHa 2-1 poTn — CTaB HeBiAJ1y4HO YaCTUHOIO
NOJIKY, MO0 NPUTAMAHHOI MPUKMETOIO i HaBITb OKpacoto. [LoBrumm byaHamm
NOJQIKOBOT HyAOTW erac Buie)xyBaBCs B KaHUenspil, BpaAn-roan BMpyLuas i3
APYyrot poTo Ha MyLITP — BiH HECBIAOMO, LWWBMALIE 3a iHTYILIE, B3SB HaL
Hel MopaJsibHe WedCTBOo, N perynspHo, ABiYi Ha AeHb, MOro KyaJsiaTta noctaTbh
3abirana no KyxHi, wob 3abesneynTn cobi ypiBHOBa kKeHUN HaCTpIn
0iLiINHOrO BINCbKOBOIO BUIIAAAY U €Heprito A8 poMaHTUYHUX npurog. O, ui
poMaHTU4HI npuroaun! Konm 6 3HanTM 0X040ro cnucaTm ix — BOHU Moran 6
CKJN1aCTN NOPALAHUIA 3MICT 00 aBaHTYPHOIro poMaHy, asie 0bMeXXMMOoCb Ha Lewn
pa3, CKa3aBLUW, WO B L1 MOBa>KHi LLapWHi CBOro 3eMHoro 6yTTs lNMerac mas
NeBHi NpuBiNei He e Haa ABOPOBMMUK, 3aXNAMMN LyLUKaMKn, ane n Hapg

MNCIINBCbKNMWU NMOHTEPaMW, JIAraBnMu 7 XopTaMn.

Merac 6yB NONKOBMM MNCOM, | HE OapMa X BiH MaB TaKe CUJIbHe NpPoTexXe B
ocobi KaniTaHa Apyrol poTn N HaBiTb CaAaMOro NMOJIKOBHMKA.

Ane 6yBanu OHi, 9Ki 3BM4aliHO No3HavYannch y Tabeni N0OIKOBUM CBATOM,
abo Te30iMeHNTCTBOM, i ToAi NMeracose XutTa Habupano Bpa3 BUCHOBKIB
iICHYBaHHSA Cipux, 6yaeHHUX AHIB, NiHOCUIOCH Ha BEPXOBUHM cobavoro
wacTs, 3ropha orasanaso BBECb HYXKAEHHUN, 3€MHUW, HEBINCbKOBUW CBIT aXk
AOTN, DOKN He CXoOusa 3a MY3MKOLO HiY i Ha paHOK 6e3KiHe4YyHOol Yepeaoto He
NXaancb y ABepi KaHUenapii 3HOBY MOPOXKHI, Ka3eHHi AHi.

Lle BinbyBanocs Tak.



YpaHui nosk 6aTanbnoHamu nwosB Ao uepkswu/i Merac, 6aabopun,
CTPYHKMI, 9K YHTep-odilepcbka Bunpaska, nigtonuem 6ir nosany. BiH
nobpe 3HaB CBOE MicLe, NMUIbHO TPUMABCSA MO0 N HIKON He 003BONISAB CODi

3HEeBaXkaTu AUCLUMNJIIHY.

Konum XX 0oBrmmMun psgamMmm congat MallMHOBO 34IMMaNMN KalKeTun i v
B cepenvHi uepksu, MNMerac 6e3 ycaKoro CymMHiBy n HisKoBOCTi 61ykaB,
ornagatoymn, 4m BCe rapasp, rno uBuHTapto. He BXoamnu X Tyam panosi —
Wax-TaxTnHCbKn i [obpe 3Hanomun Meracosi Penikc NpodULbKNN — Hy
4oro x 6yno 6 Nomy 3ynUHATU OYMKY Hah TakuM, BPeLUTi, HEBEJINKUM i
MaJsioBa>KHUM NMUTaHHAM? [lerac 3HaB, WO CYyTb CBATA XOBAETLCA HE TYT,
cepepn CU3UX XMap TaKoro HEMPUEMHOro AUMy, Bif AKOro BiH, HarneBHe, 4YxXaB
6un. Hi, cBATO po3ropHe CBOI rpyan N BUCTaBUTb Ha NOAMB HEBINCbKOBUM CBOE
Nno30JI04eHe KpuLese cepLe TaM, Ha MangaHi, KOJin MOPO3HIi riJIOYKK NepeTHe
cypmoBuin BapuUTOH:

— Ha kpa-a-yn!..

| 3ani3HMM NapKaHOM CTaHyTb BarHeTn Nnepes LWepeHroto Cipunx, Tynunx
nogen. Toadi 3ganeka, 3-nig 6pamm, Ha K HaMalbOBAHO TaKUX
yyaepHaubkux ntogen, wo Nerac 6e3 copoMamBOCTi 3a4epe 31erka 3agHto
HOry n "onpaBuTbCa", BUNLE CTapui MNOJIKOBHUK i3 APiIOHEHBKUMU XpecTaMu
Ha rpyasx konecom, a Nerac byae CTPpyHKO CTOATKM W NpaBoMy Kpwusi. BiH
banpyxe, ane 3 BUrNAg0M oQiLinHOT yBa)>KHOCTI BUCIYXa€ KiflbKa puUny4mx
NpPUBITasIbHNX NOJIKOBHUYNX CANIB, i, KoM pywaTb 6aTanbnoHn n wtab-
ocdhiLepw 3iNayTbCA HABKOJIO NOJIKOBHMKA, lNMerac BiJibHO W HaBiTb TPOXM
haminbsapHo NiabixXnTe 40 rypTy 1, BECENO Maxat4dn XBOCTOM, byae yekaTy,
NOKW HE MOPrHe CUBUIN MONKOBHUYUIA YC i Cipi, Kpyrai, nynaTi 6aHbKn He

3yNUHATBLCA Ha leracosin mopai.

— A-a, U Tbl, CYKWNH KOT!..— Lle NOo-CBATKOBOMY, a B OyAHi:— Y-yX, CYyKUH

CbIH!..

| KinbKa Nnerkmx nanacis no wui.



Hani 3HoBy 6aTasibMOHN NOTOHYTb Y NEPCMNEeKTUBI LUMPOKOT By UL, a
Merac rasi0nom NoneTuTb 00 KyXHi. BiH 3a34anerigb cMakye rnax CBATKOBOIO
Macsaka, Wo KMHe NoMy KaluoBap, i CBATO Habupae ons HbOro, BpeLuTi,
cnpasai rNMnMbokoro 3micTy.

Beeuepi MNerac nige 064MBNTNCA HAaBKOJIO Ka3apMy, i XTO3Ha-aKi AYMKN
CifatoTb BEYipHIM NWUIOM Y MO0 KyAJaTi rosioBi, KOMM BiH YCTaBUTbCSA CBOIMU
CEePNO3HMMMN, PO3YMHMMUM O4MMaA B MOXMYPY, Ka3dapMeHy bpamy. AKoCb He A0
pedi cepen Cipo-)XOBTUX MypiB CTOATb N0 0buasa 6oku ABi 6ini TOBCTI KOJIOHN,
Hag HUMWN BUMNWHAETbLCA Bropy YopHa, Haye 3 Haarpobka B3ATa, Ayra, i
MepTBOIO MevyaTTio 40 Hel Mpuann BeJIMKNN KaM'asHUA YOPHUIA open. 30a€ThCH,
oTyT BuTatoTb TiHi CyBopoBa, Ckobenesa, [lparomMmmpoBa, i 4n He BOHM
3B'A3a/11 MiIbMOHU CBIXKUX, 340POBUX NIOOEN Y Cipi, He3rpabHi wuHeni n
3aMKHYJIM NeYvyaTTo KaM'aHoro opna?.. lNMerac He 3Ha€ Uboro. Ta ue N He
NOTPIOHO 3HaATW 3BMY4ANHOMY NMOJIKOBOMY cobaLi; TiIbKN YX CYMHIBU, 4N XKab
NAralTb enexamm B noro rpyasx, konn gpensnpebens 6'e no nuui Ha
"cnoBecHoCTI" ®enikca pobMLBbKOro, a ToOM yrnasnM, Yy>KUM rosIoCOM HisiK He
BMNOPAETbLCA:

— ConpaTt — cnyrap oT'edecTBa... Penbagebesib 31iCHO NOBTOPIOE:

— Yn'ate —"cnyrap"? 4 To6i nokaxy "cnyrapsa"! Toai lMNerac HisKoBo
NYCTUTb A0J1y CBOr0 3aCMY4€HOro

XBOCTa, MOro poT BULLKIpUTb No6Na>kAnBY FipKy MOCMILLKY, N BiH CYMHWUI

nige reTb.

Ane B ayuwi lNeracosin cManTb MiNiTapucT. BiH — nuwe ManeHbKumn
FBUHTUK BEJINKOI MallnHepil 036poeHOro KONekKTuBy, i CBOI iIHOMBIAYANICTUYHI
4YyTTH BiH rOpO4OBUTO KJlafe Ha BiBTap BiMNCbKOBOI Moui. bo Wo X TaMm, 3a UMMM
NOXMYPUMWU, asie TaKUMU KPpeMe3HUMU, K BiKWU, MypaMu NOJIKOBOT Ka3zapMun?
XopTwn, narasi, npurHobneHi aBoposi Xy4kn Ta LLUapukn, SKUM HIKOAN He

36arHyTu cnasu TabenbHUX AHIB i FOHOPY NOIKOBOroO cobaku.



MNMerac nerkMm pyxom XBoCTa 34MyXHe peLluTy CYMHIBHUX MNILLUHOK i 4K 3
TYrW, 4M Tak NpocTo Byae YnraTu Harogm HaCKOYUTU Ha BMNAAKOBOrO

MOJIOX/INBOIO Lyuunka, abo nige cobi 4o nepLuol 3BUYaNHOT CYKW.

...Hac xyTko npobir, Ko BBeCb NOJIK Y6raBcsa B OOBri BaJIKU BAHTaXXHUX
BaroHiB, i AecCb MiJ HU30M LLOKOTIJIM Ha peKkax KoJsieca, i SKOCb AUBOBMXHO
nig NeracosuMun Horamm xmnuTanace i3 60Ky Ha 6ik gepes'saHa nignora.
MNerac 6ys oweneweHui. MNMpaBaa, CNOYaTKY MNOJIK MPONLLIOB CTPYHKMMM
psagamu no Bynmusax. Lie 6yno uinkom 3BM4aniHO, asfie HOMYCb 3'SBUINCH HOBI,
HeBiAOMO BigKinsa, bopoaaTi moawn. NMoTiM — Havye NyCcTUNA BIXXKW OUCUUMNIIIHA:
congaTu BiJIbHO XO4WNW, KOJIO BaroHie, 6anakanum 3 4yxumu... [lecb HeBIAOMO
A1 4Oro BOApwWB A3BiHOK, i »XanibHo, Haye npoLanacb Ha CMepTh,
3aCTorHana cypma. | pantom noteknam cabo3n. Nnakanan 6opoaaTi, monoai,
CBOI i YyXi. [erac 3HaB NOACLKI CNb03K; BiH He pa3 6aymB, 9K y 3aKyTKy
nnakasB Takum cuMmnaTnyaHmm ®denikc Mpobuubkmi, i nomy Byno noro wKoaa,
aJie NoJIKOBUM rnec CTPUMyBaB CBOI NOYYBaHHSA 3a CipO BOBHOIO N TiSIbKW XBICT

NOMY CKPYLUHO CNyCKaBCS 00J1y.

Tenep xe lNMeraca 3axsMHyNa XBUs CAi3, i BAXKKi 3iTXaHHA Wapnasam noro
CMNOKiN; wob SKOCb MOACHUTUCH, BiH NiAbIr 4O NONKOBHMKA, WO came obinmMaB
rnagkKy nati, i IM3HYB NOJIKOBHMKOBI PYKY. [MMOJIKOBHMK CYBOPO KPUKHYB:
“Mwon BoH, Nagneu!" — i ToBcTUM Kabnyk rpysbko B'ixaB lNeracosi nig pebpa.
Konun geHLWmK 3arHaB noro y BaroH, lNeracosi CTano ACHO B rNnMGuHI

3HEBa)KeHUX No4YyBaHb, WO AIETbCS WOCb HE3BUYANHE N BEJINYHE.

BpewTi, Merac noroanecs 3 Nignaorot0 N po3rBUHYEHUMU AHAMN B
eLesioHi: HaBkoJ10 Bynn Ti ) cami 036po€EHi Ntogwn, | KalwoBapu YacTiwe

BUKMOAN CMaYHi Macnaku.

OpncTyKanm Kosieca HeBIAOMUA MapLpyT, i Nig HoraMmn 3HOBY TBepaa
3eMJid, TiNbKN — WO 3a Kpan? XMypi cena xebpakamu 3anobirnmeo
BUrNA4a0Th Mif COHLEM, AKICb YyXXi N110an pUOTb 418 Yorocb 6e3 Kpato OOBri
AMWN, | TIIbKWU HaBaHTaXKeHi congaTn cnoYmBanu, K i KOaMCb yaoma nicns

MYLLTPW.



Merac pa3om i3 ocinepamu nNobir o64NBUTUCH CBiIXI WIaHLi, BiH 06bepexxHo
NOHIOXaB KPa€E4YoOK po3naHaxaHol 3emni, ane ue byna poboTa H4y»Kux i BiH

MOCTaBMBCA [0 HEl CKENTUYHO W HaBiTb MOropaJMBo.

Ha wnaxy cHosBuranu aBTomobini, SK i B MiCTi, Ti/IbKN YOMYCb HaATO 4acTo
rpoxoTiB i HabAn>xasca 6avxye rpim i He 6yno gouwy. Nerac NokaaB Le Ha
yyaepHaubKy 0CobIMBICTb HOBOT KpalHM M CHOBUIraB No BCbOMY ceny, o0,
KiHeLb-KiHLeM, 30PiEHTYBATUCh, asie NoJIK PyLIMB Aani. Yoro Tak nocniwarTb
noaun? MNMerac 3a40BOJIEHO MOMITMB, K i3 KOXKHOK BEPCTBOK 3HUKAJIN YYyXXi 1

No BCiX WNAXaxX i NoseM CyHyJ M TiJIbKN BINCbKOBI.

Mig nicom nonk 3ynuHmecs. LLLo To 3a 6anckaBkm nackatoTb Ha 06pii? Toai
rOBOPUB LLOCh 40 CONAAaTIiB CTapuK, 3alHYPOBAHUN PEMIHLUAMU NOJIKOBHUK, i
Apyra poTa, po3CMMaBLINCh NaBoto, niwna BOIK. [lerac 3a cTapoto 3BUYKOLO

KMHYBCS 00 KaniTaHa, asie Ton Tenep HaBiTb | He MISHYB Ha HbOTO.

MNepebpenn No KoNiHa AKYCb PivKy, COYCTUANCL Y ap | BUai3nun. Jlisopy4
LUMUIHYJI0 B OOJINHY N 3HMKJIO iKeCb ceno — xiba 36iratm o6amemntuce?.. LLlo
3a O)KMiflb CBUCHYB Hapg rosiosoto?.. [pyrun, TpeTin... Nerac HacTosbyp4ns
yxa. 3aCTOrHaso 3HOBY. BiH pBy4YKO MNigCKOYMB i KNaLHYB LenenamMu,
Hamarat4nch nimmaTn. Hema...CBMCHYNO 3HOBY. CongaTn KNHYJINCb Ha 3eMJII0
W no4anu cTpingaTn. PanToM— uUinmnm pin. | gecb CnosoxaHot JIyHO Ha g

NlicoM: Ta-Ta-Ta...

MNerac rnanys HabiK i, Bpa)xeHn, ocTynueca: ®enikc 'po-buubknmn
NPUrHYB 40 3a0pyAHEHOr0 Y IMOCh YEPBOHMM XXMBOTa HOrm i 3 6onewm,
OOKMWHYBLUM Ha3ap rosioBy, 3aCTOMHaB.

Merac nigbir 4O HLOrO 1 HiX>XHO MOHIOXaB KpPae4yok 4YoboTa. MNaxno
KPOB'l0... DenikC Hanpy>XMB OCTaHHI CUAW, NiABIBCA HA PYKW, N MPOCTO Ha
3axig nipHyB NOro TyMaHHU 3ip. O4i NOMY NOMYTHINW, rON0Ba XuUanaacb Ha
rpyau, BiH i3 ornaoto oacyHyB 6e3cnnmmm pykaMmuy CBOK PYLUHWULLIO, MISHYB
yropy uie pas i Bnas.



Merac i3 »xanem nu3as noro 6aine, NocuHine nuue...

A Hapg ronoBot i 3 6OKiB CTOrHaNW KyJli, nonepeany naganavm HOBi conaaTn 1
panToM i3 rPOXOTOM-CBMCTOM PO3ipBasio NOBITPA 1 ynasao no3ajy Woch
Ba>KKe, LaJIeHO 3aBOBTY3UA0Ch Nif KYWeM i Ha XBUAKHY eracosi NOYOpHIB

CBIT: NeTiNN Bropy rajy3ku, 3eMss i Ynicb HOru.

Merac i3 »XaxoM 04CKOYMB, OUKO 3aBUB, i, KON LWAPMHYJIO HaL rosioBOO
NMOBITPS 3HOBY, BiH KMHYBCSA HAOCAiN Ha3ang, Ae 3a/MwaBcs 3a Jlickom wTab.

Hecb y rnnbuHi kpmxaHnx rpygen Neracosi cTano acHo, Lo no4YnHaeTbCs

HeBUOMMA, XXaxJ/iMBa N HE3PO3yMisa BilHa.

Y Ti OHI ry/IoM BaXXKUX rapMaTHUX KOJIIC puninia Ha 3axig nepemMora.

BoHa nncHina Ha HOBEHbKMX MOroHax npanopLinKa, Ha 3aaaTuX COHLUEM
JIbBIBCbKUMX BYIMLAX, Ha 30J10Ti PO3rOPHYTUX CTArIB. | 3HOBY, AK KOJIUCb

yAOMa,— LUHYpOBaHi 6aTanbMoOHM N NPOCTO — Ha 3axia:

B3BenTecb, COKOJbI, OpsiaMu,

MonHo, NnonHo ropesaThb!

To nn peno —— nop waTpamu

B none narepem ctoAaTh...

| piBHUIN yoap coTeHb 400OIT TeMnepye pigHe, gopore, K nax congaTcbKol
OHyui: "ATb-aBa!l.. ATb-gBa!"

MNMerac po3ymis, WO 0019 NepeMoru HanexunTb i nomy. Tak! BiH cTapun
congaT BeNMKOI apMii 1, NnoTpanasaoym HoraMmm nig My3uky, BiH TaKOX

BiabMBa€ 3arasbHNN PUTM BINCbKOBOT MEPEMOTN:



ATb! ATb! ATb-OBa! ATb-aBal..

Lle »x 6yno Tak HegaBHO.

YHOUI 3/1M/INCh Y YOPHIN NASAMiI KPUBI NiHIil LWWaHUIB | TiIIbKN YaCOM JNiHbKN
6anmanm Bopoxki nocTpinn. Merac cno4unsas Micas BOFHEHHOT 3aBiptoXn B
6niHaaXKi, ane TOCKHO coTajlaCb Y FOJIOBI Tyra 1 KOpTifio po3rpebTn gowaHy
nigaory n NnoHoxaTn Toro xpobayka, Wo Aecb-Aech, Nig 3emMnei, nense

YYTHO: TYK-TPP-TYK... TYK...

MNMerac HyaHO 3acKaB4aB, Haye 6oniB 3y6, panToOM CKO4YMB Ha HOMK,
raBKHyB, Npucayxascs i gani 3 rapbaHHam, 6e3HaginHo ckpib nanamu no
nigno3si. baTanbMOHHNM 3AMBOBAHO NPUMHYB Ha HbOIrO, ane lNerac He BBa>KaB..

3a KislbKa XBWIVH canepu 3amMeTywmnnmcb. CTasno SCHOo:

Himui KkonatoTb "nacy”...

BpaHLUi NOIKOBHUK i3 6aTbKIBCbKOI /TaCKO0 NigHiC NeracoBi BENMKun
wMaT Kkosbacw, i oMy LLIMPO XOTiNIOCb HAYENUTW Ha BoJioxaTi MNeracosi rpyan
reoprieBCbKOro xpecTa, ajie X BijoMO — HOCUTU cobakaM xpecTu 3a

AdPTUKYJIOM He roanTbCA...

A NoTiM — pPO3ropHyTi CHaps4aMun WaHLi, nojlamMaHi Ha TPICKK Koseca,
CKpuBaBAeHUN Cipun MyHAUP i Yepe3 JIbBiB 0 MNMepeMuwnsa nAwnTb 3a0i3HOK
ctonoto: "ATb-aBa! ATb-aBa! Jleson!.."

| KOs B pe3epBi NOJSIKOBHUK, NOrOJINBLLINCE, MUTUKYE 3a Lurapkoto: "o
NOJILKW Y1 00 PYCUHKKN?", Tlerac, po3raHatoyy nepenosioeHnxX aBCTPINCbKNX
dokcTep'epiB, 3 Ierkoto Aywero NeTuTb Ao 3abyTol B NaHCbKOMY MA€ETKY
6onoHKKW. MNoBepTato4MCh Ha3ad, TPOXMN 3MOPEHNN FOCTPUMN XBUIIAMUN
3BOMOBAHOIro KOXaHH$, lNMerac 4oporow BXxe npunMae orpsagHuin BUrnag

CTaporo Bosiku i nepepn wrtabom 3HoBy: "ATb-ABa! ATb-ABa!..



...CyMHO 3axogsaTb AOHi, Ha4ye nepeTnina nobos., i CM3MMKM TIHAMN B3O0BX
TPOTyapy NaratoTb Be4HOpu. Kom onepexxyTbCa KpKaHnuM o0bpyyeM BECHSHI
KaJlloXKi Ha By ML N NiXTapi CKOB3alTbCs Ha HUX 30JI0TUMU KOB3aHLUSAMMN,
»xebpakun BUX0a4ATb Ha pir BynLi, a no3any NIeHTAETbCA 3 BUCMUKAHUM,
CMyLweHnUM 0y XBOCTOM CTapun MNMerac. n XXebpakun CTaHyTb Kpan TpoTyapy
Bps4, CNiNMM BycaTuU BUTAMHE CTapy, NopenaHy ritapy, a lNerac cage
nonepeny nepen OAKPUTOK KapHaBKOIO | YCTaBUTbCA CYMHUMU, CTapevynmun
o4YMMa B faJsiediHb MOJI0A0ro HanpoBecHi Heba.

Lle nooa€e KoNopuUTy MpPIMHOCTI CTApPOBUHHUM MiCHAM, | TO4i, Ha4ve 3-nig
4YOPHUX HaArpobKiB, PO3PUTUX CTENOBUX MOTKA, i3 HOPHOMOPCLKOro —AHa
BCTAlOTb 3arnopoLlleHi BikaMun npo30opi TiHi 1 TNHYTb Bi, Mep310ro KaMiHHS 00
nanekux 3ip, byaaTbe 3aKOJMCAHNA MICTOM CMYTOK MUHYJOIO, i CTUXa LLOKaE
TOAi 3BOPYLLEHE CcepLe MillaHNHa.

...NMocagnnn Mopo3eHka

Ha CaByp-moruny,

AuBncb, AnBuUCb, MOpoO3eHKY,

Ha cBoto BkpaiHy...

Merac MOBYKU CJ/IlyXa€ HE3PO3YMiNly MiCHIO, HA 04axX NOMY BAUWNTD ripKa,
cTapeya C/nbo3a, N 04NITAaOTb Ha3ad YyXi, MOXMypi OHi...

Merac 3pigHUBCSA 3 XXebpakamMu: BiH caM Tenep xxebpak. Yce, wo byno
KOJINCb Y HbOr0, NOJIKOBOIO MCa, 3HMKJI0 B OAUH AEHb, MOB PO3TaHYB TyMaH

Ha COHLL,I.

...JlJamaBcsa (ppoHT, Tikanm congaTtn, CoONAaTU BXe iHLWI, Yy>XXi, HEBICbKOBI.
MNMerac oCTaHHIN i3 KawoBapoM npuixas A0 MiCTa n po3rybmuscs. Kawwosap
necb nofiscs, a Nerac ronoaHnin 6s1iykas CMOPOXHINMMN, MEPTBUMMU

By musMnN. MiCTO NPUHULLKIIO, MOB OAAMN0Ch Y Xasoby, i TiINbKN HeBraMmOBHUI



H6a3ap, NynbCyro4M 3paHHSA A0 Ni3HbOrO BeYopa BUCMOKTYBAB i3 BYJIULb peLuTy
eHeprii i, 34aBanocs, Hanepekip yCboOMy MiCTy — KNeKOTiB 6e3TypboTHUM,

MOXanJMBUM i BECENIUM XXUTTSAM.

Merac No Teuii 3@ NOXHIOMAEHUMU, 3iIrHYTUMK NtoabMuy 3abir ctoan. [1Ba AHi
BiH HECMINIMBO N MNAABO TUHABCS MiXK PYHAYKaMW, HE HaBaXkytounUCb YKPaCTW.
Ha TpeTin aeHb, KON rosiof A0 HEMOXKJINBOIO CTAMHYB NOMY XXUBIT i, HIOW
B6aTorom, xsbockaB lNeracosi HOrM, BiH BAHYBATO M HIAKOBO MiANi3 4O AKOrocCb
KoLlKnKa, 6OA3KO 03UPHYBCA Ha 340POBEHHY XYCTKY NepeKynKku, nosBoni
nigHaB 3ybamun 6ynky 1 »xagibHo novas iCTW.

XTOCb KMHYB Ha HbOr0O JIoMaky, i nepwun 6ono4nn yoap po3bus nomy
PELUTKN BINCbKOBOIO FOHOPY.

Hani BXxe lNerac, HecminMBo Nigibraswm xBoCcTa, X0AMB MOHYPUN i
NPUHVXEHWI, | AKNNCb MUpLIaBun, xa3ancbkun Cobakesny 0o3Bonme cobi Ha
HbOIro raBkaTK, a llerac, HaBiTb HE OFrPU3HYBLUNCb, MOBYKM 04X0AMB NoAai.
Merac mir 3inTnca Tinbkun 3 xxebpakamu, 60 Ti 036poeHi nroam 3
PO3XPUCTaHNUMN FPpyabMK, onepesaHi KyneMmeTHUMn buHgamm, 3 KawkeTamum
Ha noTuanui, 6ynm 4yxxi, HEBINCbKOBI: BOHM XO0AWAN He3rpabHMMKM BaTaramum

6e3 NOoroHiB, BiJIbHO CMISAZINC, NIy3aaM HACIHHA N KYPUIN LLUFapKMW.

MNerac i3 »xanem AMBMBCSA Ha O0Bri, 6AMCKyYi WabntoKn Koo MaTPOCbKUX
LUTaHIB, | Woro npurHobneHun nornag 6aykas Mo KaMiHHAX 6pyky 6e3 meTu i

iHTepecy.

He 36arHyTh 3acMasibLbOBaHIN Kenui.BCONAATCbKIN WWHENi Tyrn cTaporo
noJsikoBoro cobaku!..

Lle 6ys nepwunn cnmntoMm lNeracosoi 3paaun xebpakis. HesigoMo fK, e n
kKonu lNerac 3inwoBcsa 3 noxmypum oHOM. [10H, KONMLWHSA BTiXa iIHTEHO4AHTa 3

IOHKEPCbKOI LLUKOJIN, [O0XKNBAB CBOr0 BiKY cepep, piaHNX CTapux MypiB.



[laBHO BXXe HeMaE€ iHTeHOaHTa, HEMA€E HaBiTb CaMOl IOHKEPCbKOI LLUKOJIN;
[ecCb y TEeMHOMY KYTKY APOBITHI SlIe)KaTb NO30/104€Hi paMu, LIMaTO4YKM
NOJIOTHA Bifl KOJINWHIX IMEHUTUX NOPTPETIB, N0JSI0OBMHA BPOH30BOT KOPOHMU,
peTesibHO 3HeBa)KeHa ropobusamu, i NOXMypuinn ctapunm oH i3 NOKani4eHo
3a4HbOIO S1anoto, MOB NPUBUA, MUHYJIONO, JIAFA€ LWOHOYI KOJIO J0POrux
penikBsin.

3 Bennmkoro 6yanHKy [oniTatoTb 40 HbOrO YacoM Beceni, 6aabopi BUryku,
NNETLCA MOJI0AA NiICHSA, CHYIOTb METYLUIMBO ABOPOM CaMOBMeBHeEHI 061m44sa
lOHaKIiB, ajie e He PO3BakUTb, HE 3BECE/INTb [JOHa: BXe HiKoNM BiH He byae
iCTn iHTeHQaHTCbKOro Mmacna 1 6inoro xniba i HikoNM He 3anyHae cepen

CTapux, 3HAMOMUX CTiH MOTYTHIMU XBUISAMUN KOJINLWHIA FiMH BENMKOI iMNepii...

Y cTiHax Tenep — KypCcu 4YepBOHMX KOMaHOUPIB...

Merac 3abiXXnTb Ha YaCMHKY B LUMPOKWIA ABip i pa3oM 3 [loHoM byae
BUYiKYyBaTW BMNALKOBOIo WWMaTKa LBIJIOro cyxaps, WO KUHe SKUNCb KYpPCaHT,
a NoTiM, BUHYBaTuin, noropbnennin, nigibraswmn xsocta 1 Nnobna >kKnmeiLu
BULLKIPMBLLW pOTa, BiH NOBEPTAETLCA 3HOBY A0 XXebpakiB. | 3HOBY MOPOXKHI

OHi, )xebpaku 1 4y)Ka By mus.

FapsAHIOK 3alLMOPrHYB Ha CakBi peMiHui N 3amMmucnmnecs. CboroaHi 6ys
AeHb, KON BiH CKiH4YMB Kypcun. Byno 4oroch WWKoga, Havye ogpuBasaoch Big
rpyaen woch uine, Take 61m3bke, opraHiyHe. 3aBTpa Bxe He byae KypciB, i

TyMaHHa fganediHb NpunaewHix gHiB narna nepeg o4mma. A CcboroHi...

— 91 YepBOHUN KOMaHAWP...

FapAHIOK Ha XBU/bKY 3a40B0JIEHO MOCMIXHYBCS, @ NOTiM npobirna 4onom

TiHb.

To 6yno cepepn fanekux CHirie NiBHoui. | noro 6aTbKo, CNOCap PEMOHTHUX
MancTepeHsb, iLLOB pa3oM i3 HAaTOBMOM A0 AMpeKkTopa. HeopraHizoBaHa topba
XBWUsOBanach. [lecb 3pmBasacb HEpPBOBa NiCHA 1 NepeTuHaNacCb, BUpNHaNa



3HOBY, CrJliTasnack i3 NOrpo3IMBMMIN BUryKaMu, rnasaxkoTina v racna. Nepen
ANPEKTOPCbKUM BDYANHKOM HAaTOBM NpPaBMB CBOI YMOBW NPUMNUHUTY CTPanK. |
panToM — ByMUSA 3aTOPOXKOTiNa 6bapabaHHum apobom i npocTo nepen

HaToBMNOM 6NUCHYNN Ha ,COHLUI XonoaHi barHeTw.

30aneky nepebunno Ha xBunnHy bapabaHa:

— Pa3owngi-i-i-i-cb!..

| nani 6avxye n 6anxxde xonoaHi barHeTw, cipi wuHeni n 6apabaHHWN

Api6. HaToBn ApMrHYB, METHYBCS ... PO3iALLOBCA.

M'aTnniTHIN TapaHIOK NPUTUCHYB 00 BaTbKa CBOIO FOJIOBY 1 3aBMep Bif
CTpaxy.

Mi3HO BBeYepi NapsAHIOK po3rnsifaB CBOK EAVHY NIAJIbKY — OepeB'sHOro
MaJibOBaHOro cosigaTa, asie BOHa Bxe He Babuna noro, 9K paHiw. baTbko
CnAaiB 3a CTONOM Yy rMbOKIN 3a4yMi, XXYPHO CXUAMBLLWN Ha PYKW roJioBy, a
3BiAYCiNb HaTUCKasa Ha BiKHa TEMHA, rycTa Hi4. FapAHIOK rnaHyB Ha 6aTbKa i
Bpa3 MoMmy ctaso 6e3 Mipu noro »kasnb. lNpuragascs AeHb, NOIOXNBA NiCHSA,
BbarHeTn. FapsaHIOK 3aCOPOMUBCA TOAi CBOEI NA/IbKU, BiH CepaunTo 1l OOCYHYB, a
NOTIM CKOYMB Ha HOIM, CXOMWB PyKaMu AepesB'aHOro congaTta v JloTo amMas
NOMYy pyKM, rosiosy, TyJay6. bBaTbKO NOBOJI 3BiB HA HEOMO CYMHi, 3MOpPEHIi 04i I
TyT FapsHIOK, KMHYBLUM A040Jy COMAATChKi pewTKn, niginwos Ao 6aTbka,
NPUropHYBCS L0 NOro 3as/I0)KEHOI0 Mif)Kaka i HoBa, HeBigoOMa iCKpa
3acBiTnia Noro oui. BiH 3BopyLUEHO NpoKa3as:

— TaTky! A Hikonmn He Byny congaTtoM. Hikonu!.. | rynaTn B cCOngaTmkm

BinbLw He xo4y...

To 6yno cepepn fanekux CHirie NiBHOYi. A Tenep — 4YepBOHUN KOMaHAWUP...



FapsAHOK N06OpPOB AKUINCH TErKMin NOAYB BaraHHS, BUNPOCTaB CBIl
CTPYHKWUIN CTaH i 3 HACONO0L00 MOJIOAOCTI MOMaLLaB Ha pyKax M'sa3n. BoHn

HaNPY>XWINCb, AK MOTY3KW, N BUNMNHANNCh KPi3b BY3bKUW PYKaB NMHACTEPKMU.

— 4k 3ani3o! — nocmixHyBcs Ao cebe. BiH rnsiHyB Ha HOBEHbKI
CTapPLMHCbLKI 03HaKW Ha pyKaBsi 1 MMMOBOI NoaymMas: "3anBe Le, a BTIM —

xiba B LbOMYy CyTb?..

[lecb y KopuTapi cypmuna 36ip cypma. MapsHIOK Nerko nigBiBCA 3 OC/IOHY i
NOro nNornag BOCTAHHE MepesieTiB KPi3b BIKHO N 3YNMMHUBCA Ha CTapoMy [lOHi,
L0 HA TPbOX HOrax NPOCTyBaB [0 APOBITHI. [@apAHIOK MMMOBOJIi 3annTaB
cebe:

— J1n4a 4oro, BNacHe, we 4oCi CTUpYUTb TYT Len cTapuin nec?

Ane 4m XBUASA HECBILOMOI0 »XaJlo, YM cTapi Mypu OACYHYN Bif,
FapsAHIOKOBMX 04ex noxunoro, 6pyaHoro, ctaporo [1oHa, 1 BiH pilly4YnMmn
KpOKaMu CTynaB no KopuTapy. Tam cypmuna 36ip cypma, i ii noKAuK,
34aBasiocb, OBUBCA 3 BYy3bKMM KBaZApaTOM CTapuX CTiH i Tynaaun, po3aarato4mcb

JIYHOIO Mif KapHU3aMu CTiH, MOOAI MeBHI HOMW.

ILOH nexxaB banayxum nig pamamu, He CNOAIBaYNCh CbOroAHI gnsa cebe
Hi4Oro HOBOro N Kpaworo. Yepes oavnHeHy 6pamy 6ir 4O HbOroO, NOJIOXINBO
031patynChb HAaBKPYru i 34ana odbMMHa4YM OKpeMunx KypcaHTis, lNerac.
Xebpakun 6ynn CborogHi HagMipy NKOTi 1 HE HaroAyBaaun nca.

CoHue wenpo cmnano 30/10TUW AOLL, HaABOPi CMIABCA BU3BOJIEHUM 3-Nig,
TYMaHHOI KOPMUIrK AeHb, 6pyKOM A310pYanin BXKe 30BCiM MO-BECHAHOMY
MeTYLUNBI CTPYMKW, @ FOJI0AHI LWIYHKW MorHaam xxebpakis 3paHHA cnisaTun

Ha BYJILLIO.

Merac nir Ha CBOE Micue N NiHbKWN BAWXAB 6angy>XuMun rpyabMun CBixke

NOBITPSA. oro He LiKaBuUM BXe aHi nepexoxi, aHi rogoBaHi ABIpCbKi Cyku. BiH



3HAE, WO KIHYNTLCHA OEHb — | B TEMHUX CiHAX MOr0 YeKaTuMe X0J10 AHUN

xebpauun Kyniw, i jani — 3HOBY AHi 1 MOHOTOHHMI cniB xebpaki....

MNerac cNoKinHO BMOCTUBCA Ha BUCYLLEHIN COHLEM MJINTI TPOoTyapy, KOn
panToM 34ana — Hi, Le He Mipa>X CTaporo rnoJIkoBoro nca: sBHO B340BX
BYJIULi TON CaMU PigHWUA MOTUB, @ CJI0OBa — IX He po3yMiB lerac:

BenTtecb, KpaCHble 3HaMeHa,

Hap ctonnuetro MockBon!

Mbl kKageToB nobegunnu,

Bo3Bpallaemcs OMON...

| 4iTKO No 6pyKy — COTHI 4ob6iT | Take caMme MOryTHE

BincbkoBe: "ATb-ABa! ATb-gBa!"

Merac cxonuecs 1 He NoBipwB. Mloro o4i aaibHo KOBTaM CTPYHKI psau i

NO-KOJIMLLIHBOMY MNIAHABCA Bropy 3aBXXAu NpurHobaeHun tenep XBicCT.

— ConpaTn!

BiH BNi3HaB iX 4OCBIAYEHMM BINCbKOBUM OKOM. AJie HOMY Ha rosioBax TakKi
YyOHi wWanku? BoHn TBepAMM KPOKOM CYHYJIN MOB3 OOKPUTI KpaMHUL,
04pPeMOHTOBaHI byanHkum Bce (6anxye n 6amxye, i NPOCTO MO 3aMOPA0BaHNX
lMeracosux rpyasax ndawano metanese: "Atb-gBal"

MNerac ctypboBaHO CTyNMB Kpan TPOTyapy ” 30MAiB.



Mo3any poTu ixana 3BMYaMHICiHbKa BINCbKOBa KyxHA. Toai ManHynn B
nam'aTi Taki fpaneki TabenbHi gHi 1, Ha4ye 3 4OMOBUHW, 3acBepbinn B HOCI

MaxoLli CMa4yHOro, NOJIKOBOIro Macsaka.

PBOHYNO NOBITPS 1 pO3CMNanoCh Ha BpPyKy NaLbOpKaMu:

Bbl He BelTeCh, pyChbie Kyapw,

Hapg moeto 6osibHOM rosiosoi!

MNerac He cTepniB. HaBiTb He rNAHyBLWN Ha XXebpakiB, BiH LUTOBXHYB YUICb
Horum, NiabmB KOMYChb i3 pyK LinKa, 3abyB KONULWHIO ANCUUNAIHY N KNHYBCS
LasieHni, i3 BUCOKO MiIAHATUM XBOCTOM Brepen 00 KoMaHaupa. LLlacnuseui,
BiH JIN3HYB NOMY pyKY (xiba, BpeLwTi, BaXXHO — SAKi lwanku!), ornsaHyBcs
roOpLOBUTO HaBKPYrX 1, MOMITUBLLN MPABOPYY AKOroChb LyLWKa, HaneTiB Ha
HbOIO, LUMYPHYB NOMOJIO4I/IMMW SlanaMun Ha Ky4dy Tasioro CHiry, 3arap4as i
nepemoxxuem nobir gani, nonepen poTn HaBMaHHA. lNMo3aay 3anamBanacb
KaHapenkot 1 Hanmeana lNeracosi rpyam HOBUX XUTTbOBUX CUJ1 CONAATCbKA

NiICHA N 4iTKO po3TMHaNo bpyk: "ATb-ABa! ATb-ABa!..
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