Konun CtepHu4oMy gonosinu, wo JocnigHuK He Bignosigae€, BiH
3amByBaBcA. HaginHicTb, abcontoTHa 6e3BiA-MOBHICTb HEMTPUHHOIO 3B'A3KY
BiJjOMa OaBHMM-OaBHO. | B Wi ekcneguuii we He 6yno sunaaky... Lo x
cTtanoca? CTepHUYMIA Big4vyB, WO OKO NOMY Habyxag, i 3ycnnnam Boni
noramMmyBaB TpMBOry. 3pewwToo JoCNigHNK Mir HE NOYYTU CUrHaIB BUKJINKY
abo, Mmoxxe, BmbpaBcs i3 cBOro anapata. Ane HaBiwo nomy snbupatmnca? Xiba
BiH 34y>Xa€ XO04NUTM MO Lin nnaHeTi? La TpeTsa naaHeTa — we 30BCiM MOJ104a,
He BigLwwlihoBaHa YacoM, AK IXHA pigHa, TYT XaxJMBUW penbed Ta N TAXKIHHSA

He onsa noro cnabocwunoro Tina...

CTepHM4YNA BOPYXHYB TOHEHLKOIO PYKOIO, TOPKHYBCHA M'AKOI KHOMKMW |

CKa3aB.

— MpoJoBXynTe BUKIIUK.

A caM OKUVHYB MornsomMm ekpaH. KapTuHa MiHsacsa BovyeBuab. NnaHeTa
npuUTAryBaia CBOK CyCiaky 3 yce 6inbLioto cnnoto, opbita MEHLLOT 3 KOXXHOK
roAVMHOI NOMITHO Habnm»Xanacsa 00 HEel — Haye uen KOCMiYHUN nAaig 3ruHaB
rasy3Ky BCe HMX4Ye N HuxKYe. B okeaHax 06ox HebecHux Tin 3ainHanncs
riraHTCbKi XBWUAi, MPUYOMY Ha MEHLLIN NaaHeTi — HabaraTo BuLi. A 4n
BUTPMMAIOTb Harnpyry Ii Cyxo4o/n, Y He pO3JlaMaEeTbCA BOHa BCA Ha LWUMATKKN?
Po3paxyHKn He oann 04HO3Ha4HOI BiANOBIAi. B KOXXHOMY pa3i, 6e3
KaTakKNi3My TyT He obingeTbCs, i, HaBiTb NepebyBatoyn Ha BUCO-Kin OpbiTi,
IXHA eKcneamuia NigaaeTbCa BEIMKOMY PU3MKOBI. A [loCNiAHNK BUPILLNB
nobyeaTu B eniLeHTpi KaTacTpodu, Bi4-Ha-BiY i3 rPi3HNMN yHaCHUKaMWK
KOCMIi4HOI gpaMun. CTEPHUYNN HIK He Mir oBpaTn MOXXIMBUI BapiaHT
nosefdiHkn JocnigHnka. YoMy BiH TaM 3aTpuMyeTbca? Konm 6 e byB 1oHaK,
XagibHum po npurod, a To — YyeHun nep-woro pagy! NMopuHys 6u B
MIKPOKHUIM — agyxe TyT, Ha BopTy iXHbOro KoCcMi4yHOro Kopabns, konii
HaMBiNbLLIOro KHN-rOCX0BULLA PiAHOI MNaHeTu. Tak BiH HATOMICTb... Moxe,

nocsaTu Ha Nowykn JJonomorosy bpurany? 3anisHo. MNnaHe-Ta i1l cycigka



0Cb-0OCb AiNAYTb KPUTUYHOI TOYKU 36/IMKeHHs. BiH He Mae npaBsa Tak

pU3nKyBaTW. Ta N Ae NOoro BiALWy-Ka€EL, KOJIN 3B'A30K nNepepBaHo?

3HOBY TOPKHYBCSI KHOMKM, X04 3HaB, WO, Koan 6 [locnigHuk o6i3BaBcS,
noro noiHgopmysasan 6 oapa3sy. "HepBylo, — MUrHysa ymMmka. — Lle noraHa
O3Haka".

— Jloci He Boanoca?

— Hi.

Tenep CTepHNYUA (Pi3NYHO BiAYYB HAPOCTaHHA TpUBOrn. Pantom
BUPUHYBLUW 3 TINOMHN MO3KY, NOYYTTA He-6e3nekn WBNAKO PO3/MBanocs no
BEJIMKUX CerMeHTax, MUTb, Apyra — i CBiAOMICTb YepKOHya banckaeka:

"Hesxxe 3arunHys?!"

ExkpaH BupyBaB. Hag npunameHuMmun 6yrpamm o6ox HebecHux Tin
knyboumnucs rycti xmapu. CoHLEe Knaano Ha HUX CNiny4ye MPoMiHHS, i Big Toro
3[1aBasloCs, WO MicUS 3ITKHEHHSA PO3>Xapuancb 00 Biforo i 0Cb-0Cb CTaHeTbCA
BMbyx. Ha4ve gBa fitodi BynKaHu Habnvxanm ognH 4O 0OHOIMo CBOI

BeJIeTeHCbKI Xepna.

“I JOCNiQHUK Y TOMY MeKi... — 3 XXaxoMm nogymas CTepHUYMN, He
BiApmBato4mM nornagy Big ekpaHa. — A OyB ke po3cyanmsumn..."
CnoxBaTuBLUUCH, L0 AYMAE MPo KoJiery Bxxe B MUHYNOMY Yaci, CTepHu4umn

3aKJiinaB CBOIM €AN-HMM OKOM — L& 03Ha4vyaNo Tyry, XaJib, CKoOpboTy.

HapewTi cTanocs!

MpunansHi 6yrpn QITKHYANCA OAUH OAHOMO, CTBOPMBCSA CMepY AiaMeTpoMm
CTO — CTO N'ATAECHAT KiJIoMeTpiB, Mi-raHTCbKUA BOASAHUN KaHaT 3B's3aB ABOE
HebecHux Tin. LLlaneHa KpyrosepTb, 361MCKN,— Bi3yasIbHO HE MO>XHa Byno
BU3HA4YNTWK, AK ige pyx rigpocdep. Ta Koav y BOASAHUA KaHaT rno4vasam

BM/IITATUCSA CYBOI XMap, KapTuUHa nposcHuIacAa. Tenep cTasno 4iTKO BUAHO:



rigpocoepy i atMmocepy MeHLla nJiaHeTa Bi44A€E CBOIN Ccyciaui, He 3Mirm
nepebopoTn ii B WICTb pa3iB CUbHILLOIO rpasiTauinHoro nons. |, moxe, B
Takum cnocib 36epexxe cobi xnTTa? Moxxe, binblua BIANYCTUTH Ti,
BOOBOJIbHMBLUNCHL 6araTolo AaHUHOK?

NMopyxoM KBOJIEHBKOIO POXXEBOro najbynka CTepHUYun npuegHas 0o
FOJIOBHOIMO eKpaHa BHYTPIWHI KaHann 3B'a3KYy. Tiel XX MUTI 3’aBunacb Tabanusa
napamMeTpiB KOCMIYHOrO KaTaKkJli3My: BiAHOCHI LUBUOKOCTI, €/leMeHTN TPaEK-
TOpPIN, HaNpyra MarHiTHUX Ta rpasiTauinHMUX NONiIB... [TOKa3HMKW LWBUAKO
3MiHIOBaNNC, | CTepHMYMM oapas3y BU3HA-4YMB OOMIHAHTY CUTYyauil. 3iTKHEHHS

He 6yne, BOHN PO3MUHYTbCA!

CTepHMYMMA MaB paLito: TaKUN HACNigOK AaBanu pPiBHAHHSA. Ane Xuea
KapTuHa... MeHwa nnaHeTa Bigaasana bi-nbLwin i cBOtO rigpocdepy, i CBOE
nosiTpsA. CTepHMYMin 3HaB i He3abapoM yci ii MOpsA BTpaTATb BOAY A0

KparnJjvH i No-HecyTb y ManbyTTa nmwe CrioMmnH Npo Hel.

MixxnnaHeTHa 6yps waneHina. CtepHU4YMn He Mir BidipBaTn OKa Bif
€KpaHa, Ta N yBeCb eKinaxk NMuibHO CTEXXMB 3a PIOKICHUM SABULLEM: afXXe
BNPOOOBX FiraHTCbKOI cnipasi FanakTUKM BOHM TaKOro He cnocTtepirann. Y
KO>XHOI0O B OLi CBITWU10CA 3a4apyBaHHA 1 noave. Konw 3ragysasinm CBOro

3HMKJ1I0IO TOBapulla, BUPWUHalla TiHb >XaJto.

BoasHa ropa Habyxana, wupunacs i, 361McKyto4n nig coHuem, pocna Bce
BULLE | BULLE. | OCb Nepen 3aBOPOXKEe-HUM OKOM YHYEHOro yxe 34inHABCSA
ripCbknin xpebeT 3 pO3TOMNJIEHOr0 CKJla — TO CAiMy40ro, TO TEMHO-CUHLOTO.

HocnigHMK He 3BOAMB OKa 3 LUbOro BMAOBULLA, BOHO NPUTAryBaso noro,
Ha4ye MarHiToOM, HaroBHIOBaJI0 HE3HA-HUM [0Ci XBUIIOBaHHAM. [oanx
cMepTesibHOT Hebe3nekn Nopoa KyBaB Y HbOIrO BigYanayLUHY BigBary.
BioyyBaB, K Bibpye ckens, a Big Hel 1 MeTasieBa nana "MTaxa", 06 AKy BiH
obinepca cnuHoto. byno XaxHoO 00 MAOCTI, ane n pagic-Ho: NnoTpanue y



CaMICiHbKY ryuly po3rongaHunx CTUXin, CTOAB BiY-Ha-BiY 3 MKMJI@HETHOIO
bypeto! Takoro 6sa>keHcTBa [ OCNiIAHMK He BiAYyBaB LLe HiKOJIM, XOY BOHMU
MaHAPYIOTb 3 HANAanbWOro KyTka NanakTukn. Hexam cobi konerun cno-
CTepiratoTb Kpi3b iJIIOMIHaTOPM Ta ONTUYHI Npuaagmn 3 BUCOKOI opbiTn, aky
BU3Ha4mB CTepHM4YMN. A BiH OCb TYT, y CaMoMy BupoBuLLi. Mpy>XxHnnM BiTep
nepiwmne no o6any4o conoHnmm 6pmnskamu, i BiH BigvyBae Hebe3neky Ha

cMak!

IXxHA MaTepuHCbKa NnaHeTa 3acnoKoiNach MiSIbMOHU POKIB TOMY, Tenep Le
BPiBHOBa)keHa cuUCTeMa, rnajgeHbka Kyss, Ha SKil HiMHOro HecrnoaiBaHoOro He
TPanNAA€ETLCA, HA AKIA MUCIAYI ICTOTUY, BXe, 30Aa€ETbCS, NPOMLLN 3eHIT CBOro
PO3BUTKY... HenponopuinnHO BeJINKi rofli roy1IoBv, ManieHbKi TilbLA — TaKumn
HacnigokK oaHOo6oKOI UmMBinizauii. He Te Wo B TyTewWwHiX HaniBANUKNX
abopureHis: MiyHe, HiIBW 3 Kpuui, TiNO, Ha roa0BI — rycTa WepCTb, [0 TOro X
Yy HUX NapHi opraHu 3opy, cayxy... Moxke, eBosiouisa noseje ix no iHWomy

LIAXY?

HocnigHnK onBMBCSA Ha po3bypxaHU OKeaH, i AyMKMW B FOJIOBI NAUBAN, K

OTi BUCOKI XBWJIi.

Lle monioga nnaHeTa, TYT yCe We B pycCi, HaBiTb NpOLLEC FOPOTBOPEHHS He

3aKiH4YMBCA. A oueln KaTaKki3M, BiH pa3to4de 3MiHUTb 0611444 nnaHeTu!

3HOBY nNoayMaB nNpo abopureHis. MapHUIA NOA4apPYHOK BPyYaE€ iM npupoaa
— NJIaHeTa Of4epXKYE BesInYe3Hy KinbKicTb BOAW, Wini mopa! Y ButpnmMatoTb?

Yu BUiNitOTL? BuTpumaoTh!

Y4yeHOMy 4YOMYyCb CTan0 pafiCHO Bif W€l AYMKN, MOMY xXOTinocs, wob
YUCJIEHHI NJIEMEeHa Ui€l N1aHeTU BUALLN We 3arapToBaHiwnmm 3 6opoTeby,
e MiuHiwmMn. NMonoBHUBLLM MOPS U OKeaHW, KBiTy4a naaHeTa CrnoKinHo
KPY»XJ19-TUMe HaBKOJ10 CBOEI CTaLioOHapHOI 30pi. Mnucnsaymm ictotam
PO3BUAHATUMETbLCH, | BOHM 3pEeLUTOolo NOYHYTh Bigraaysa-Tu 3aragku

npupoaun. A 4n 300rafatoTbCs MPO Oue OChb, WO BiabyBaeTbCA 3apa3?



AnBNAYnNCb Ha CTpaxiTIMBUN CMepN, WO ycBepatoBaBcsa B Hebo,
HocnigHMK NoAyMaB: Yu He JINWUTU TYT SKUACb 3HaK? Ane WO 3MOXXe BUINITK
B LbOMY BUPOBWULL MPOTArOM AOBrMX TUCAYOMITE? MapHO 1 AymMaTy Npo ue: Hi-
LLLO He BUiIE.

OkeaH yce BuLle 3[iiMaB CBOI BeJIeTeHCbKI rpyaun, AMyXaB rapsayvmm
BITPOM. 3esieHa XBWUA BXe toTo bunacs o6 ckento, Ha Akin obnobysas Micue
Y4yeHunn. 3 3aBMmpaHHAM cepusa JocnigHUK crnocTepiras, AK BOAa HacTyna€ Ha
cyxoain. OH we BUOHIETLCA Hag po36yXxaHO NOBEPXHEID HMU3Ka Fip, afie BOHU

TOHYTb, TOHYTb! O, BXX€ ONMHUANCSA Nif BO-A0t0.

PanTom BiH Nnob6a4ymB yganunHi BACOYEHHUI Bal — OKeaH KMHYB Ha 6in 3
MaTEPMKOM CTpaLUHy yaapHy cuay. Ban MmuuTtb, nigropTatoyn nig cebe

Be/IeTeHCbKi XBWAI, i WO A1 Hboro uen "Mtax" i HaBiTb oua ckena?

Weunawe, wenalie B Kabiny!

CrapTtyBaTu!

Bxonuecsa 3a nany nitanbHOro anaparTa i... 3akJIK. Oro rnapanisysaB
Xax. BupsiyeHM OKOM AMBMBCSA Ha CTPaXiT/IMBUW BaJl i HE MIr MOBOPYXHYTU Hi

PYKOIO, Hi HOFOl0 — Ha4e npukmnis go 6amcky4oi nanu.

KiHeub, 3arnbens....

MNapagoKcasnbHO, ane us AyMKa BMUTb 3HSAJIa Hanpyry, CKOBaHIiCTb.

HocnigHMK nogepcs 40 NoKa, Brnas y KabiHy, NigBiBCA i, KON TeMHa CTiHa
BXXe roTtoBa 6yna NoranMHyTN NOro pa3oM 3i CKenet, BCTUI TOPKHYTUCS
CTapToBOI KHOMKW. "MTax" wyrHyB y He6O Kpi3b xMapy 6pMU30K — 3aCTYroHIiNo

Tak, Hibu BiH NPOKOTUBCA MO KaMiHHIO.

3ibpaBLInCb Ha cui, B4eHnn NoAMBMBCA B i/IIOMIHATOP — Bif, CKesi He

O6yno n cnigy. HaB3[oriH 3a UMM BaJloM KOTUTLCA opyrun, we 6inbwun, a gani



— TpeTin, 4eTBepTU... Y onagae cMmepy? Tak, Le 3 HbOro CKOYYHThCS
PYMHIBHI Ba/In — TO 3axOnJieHa njaHeTa 3aBAa€ yaapis cycigui, CnycToWw Y4
I cyxomoonu...

[ ocnigHWK BiZITXHYB, 0 HBOrO 3HOBY MOBEPHYINCh BUTPUMKA | MY>XHICTb
3opennaBus. MNMepeBipmB ikCyBab-Hi Kamepu: Bce nobpe, 4yTAuBi

KpuwTannkm BbnpatoTb nensax, B Hboro byae yHikanabHUA isibM!

Cnpamysas "lMTaxa" Bcnig 3a nepwmM, "cBOIM" BaJIOM i MPOTArOM KiJIbKOX
rognH 6yB CBiAKOM >XaxJIMBOI pyn-Hauii. Ha apyromy 6oui ninaHeTn uen Ban
3iTKHYBCS 3 TaKUM CaMMM BaJIOM, LLIO KOTMBCS HaBCTpPid. Ha wacT4, ue
CTasIoCb nocepen Mops, Aasieko Bif HaceneHoro cyxonony. | JocnigHuK
Lboro pa3y 6y obayHilnn — TpuMaBCa Ha 6e3-neyYHin BiACTaHi Big mMicus
kKaTacTpodun. Ane wo 1o 6yno 3a snagosule! Aknn cnneck eHeprii!

XOTiB po3MoBiCTK KoJsieraM Ha opbiTi, ane nepegymaB. CTEPHMYNIN HaKaXke
BepTaTUChk: Npasuna 6esneku cyBopi. A BiH )xe MyCUTb A0BECTU 3adyMaHe [0
KiHUS. DiNbM MPOo YHIKaNbHE ABMLLE NMpupoan — ue x byae noro Tpogen 3

KOCMIYHOT MaHpiBKK!

3ahikcyBaBLUM 3iTKHEHHS Bani, JOCNiOHMK NOMYaB Mo JNiHil ekBaTopa |
HeBOoB3i NobaymB 06CHOBaHY XMapaMM KOHiYHY NipaMmiay, Ky niaHeTa
34iMHANa HaBCTPIY CyCigHin, Wwo HaBncana Ha nisHeba. 30aBanocs, 3iTKHEHHS

HEMUHY-4Ye. A MO)Xe, BOHO TaK i CTaHeTbCA?

HocnigHuK BigYyB X0/1040K Hebe3neku i XKap BigBarn. Hexam cxoaaTbcs
nnaHeTn — Ha "lNTaxosi" NOMy HiYOro He cTpalwHo! Mi3HaBaTN HOBe — Le X

notpeba MMCNAYOro MO3KY...

| ous »xapoba HOBOro, xxanoba emouin, WO NporiMana BCe NOro eCTBO,
Kungana ByeHoro B Hebe3neyHi cuTyalii, TpuMana B LEeHTPi NOAIN, a)K LOKMN

niaHeTKa, CMOPOXXHMBLLM BCi CBOI MOpPS, HE rnoYvasa BigoaanATuCs.



CtepHu4mnn cupis 6ing ekpaHa, CNoKinHO cnornsaatym roayoumn gnuck
nnaHeTun i cpibHMM oBan il cynyTHMKaA. KyTOBI iXHi pO3Mipy MeHLaNn 3 KOXKHOI0
CeKkyHOo — kKopabenb Bigaanascs, nepexoadayn Ha napaboniyHy opbiTy.
Tenep MOXKHa i BigNO4YNTN. KOCMiYHUIM WAax nepes HUMN HE6IN3bKum...

YomycCb 3ragasmcsa csosa MicHi:

On paneko-ganeko pigHa niaHeTa —

Y Mapesi 3ip NOTOHYNa,

Po3ka»>Xn HaM, XxBOCTaTa KOMeTo,

Yn goma Npo Hac He 3abynu...

Tak, BiAaCTaHb HEMMOBIPHO BeJIMKa — pafioxBuii He AoIMHAOTb. Ane
DOCNio>KeHHA Ui€i rany3kun NanakTuky nae ycniwHo, i Bce 6yno 6 rapasa,
KOJIn © BOHM He BTPaTWIN O4HOIO YJeHa ekcreaunuil.

0611448 CTEPHMYOro CMOXMYpPHINO. AKnin ByB YHeHun...

3abnmmaB curHan BUKANKY. CTEPHUYMA YHOMYCb 34PUIHYBCS, HIbK

nepenyvysatoyn LWOCh BaXkamBee. | cnpasai, NOMy 0OMOBINN:

— O6i3BaBcsa flocnigHuk, noro "Mrax" BuyepnaB CBOI eHEPreTUYHI

pecypcu.

— [e nepebyBac€?!

— Ha noBepxHi nnaHeTw.

CTepHn4n He BaraBcCs aHi ceKyHAW. Mo KaHanax BHYTPILWHLOIO 3B A3KY

rnoneTiB NOro Hakas:



— YciMm npuroTyBaTuCa 00 rajbMyBaHHA. Kopabesib BUBECTUN Ha KpPYroBy
nnaHeTHy opbiTy. [lonomMmorosin 6pu-ragi npuroTyBaTUCA...

Oko CTepHMY0ro 3acsao pamicTio.

A%

[0 eNneKTPOHHOI NaM’ATi KOCMiYHOro Kopabsist 6yno BBEAEHO KOPOTEHbLKY
iHpopmaLito:

"3aTpuMKa CcynpoTu rpadpika pency byna BuKJnKaHa NnpoBefeHHAM
pPATYBaJIbHOI onepadlii. 3 NoOBepPXHi TPeTbOI Bif LeH-TpasibHOro CBiTuaa
nnaHeTn Ha 6opT [OCTaBAEHO YYeHOro nepworo psaay. Ha cBoe BMnpaBaaHHS
BiH CKa3aB, L0 3ax0-MJIEHHA NJIaHEeTOoo iHWOT NNaHeTn — aBuULLEe pigKicHe, i
BiH BBa>kaB CBOIM 0060B’s13KOM 3adpikcyBaTu noro. JlitasibH1U anapaT NLWLNBCSA

Ha ckeni 6ina HanmBMLWOI ropu NaaHeTw..."

...Moxe, n Tenep "MTax", 3acMNaHUn rimasianCbKNMN CHiraMm, 4Yekae
NMOBEpPHEHHS CBOIX rocrnoapis. | He BU-KJIlOYEHA MOXKIMBICTb, LLO aNbMiHICTK,

LWITYPMYIO4M [XKOMONYHIMY, HATPanAAaTb Ha HbOO.



