Y Kunesi Ha Mopgoni,

Ha XXNTHIM TOPXXKY,

TaM Knsgaa He4YncTa cuna

HoNneHbKy ripky.

Hapginwna nuxa roguHa,

MomiHaABCA 4Yac,

LLlo y>Ke Ko3aubKi giTu

He 6odaTbCAa Hac.

Konnck pasHo xune cobi y Cabagawi ctapui kosak Mextog. Tak cobi
nobpe xune, 3aMoXXHO. MaB rapHy xaTy Ha OBi MOJIOBUHU, NaCiKy, CAKe-Take
rocnonapCTBO, KOHMKA, KOPOBY — OOHE CJI0BO, Xa3siH Ha BClo ryby. >KuB BiH
Ha OKONMLi cenla — sKpa3 0To, e Aopora rnoesepTac nonig NaHapeesy Bepby
Ta Ha OxMaTiB Ha4 CaMiCiHbKUM J1iCOM.

Hobpuin yonosik 6y MexTo — XiHKY nt0bMB, KONM-HE-KOU i Cnyxas,
[0 poboTn He cunyBaB, a Tak, SK CaM NPaLoE 3 PaHKY [0 HOYi, TO 1 BOHa 3

HUM.

Hapoaunecs y HUX cuHo4ok. Ha3sanu noro CemMeHoOM, a 3a KyMiB y358/1U
BiHnka i gaabka TumyxTes. Migpic CemeHKo, 6aTbKO MOro KO3aLbKNX 3BNYAIB
HaBYMB, Y LWWKOJY Bi4aB, a K y>Xe B KOJI0404K1 BOMBCS, TO Nig ropLimka
obcTpur i Ha Civ BianpaBmB — [0 by3iBCbKOro KypeHs, Ta 3BeniB, Wo6
KOLLOBOIO CJIyXaB.



OT akocb nepen PizgBoM XiHKa MexTonoBi N Kaxe:

— AroB, 40ON0BiYe, 41 X TN He 3HAEL, L0 Y HAC APOBa CKIHYNINCA — YXKe
HeMa ” naTuyka, wob y ni4y ctpomuTn?! Ckopo KabaH4ynka Kosnotu, kosbacu
LWKBApUTK, @ TU i B BYC He aMeLl? AHy, 0O-CTa Ha nedi nexaTmn — ranga no
nicy no gposa!

3anpar MexTon KOHAYMHY Y CaHW Ta W MOTAr Mo CHiry 0o nicy. 3aknum
nepeso cyxe Bnbupas, 3akum pybaB Noro, 3akKMM Ha Lypnasiku Noro
4yenyssas, 3aKUM Ha CaHW CKNazaB — y)Xe 1 nocyTeHino. Konu nasav Hasaz
noBepTaTun, aX 3a HUM i CJlify HEMAE — Hi AOPOrn, Hi CTEXKN: caMi aepeBa

CTIHOIO CTOATh.

bnykaB, 6nykaB MexTtog — 6iga, He MoxXe 3 Nlicy BUATU. YK€ N KiHb
NPUTOMUBCSH, Y>Xe N 30BCiM TEMHO CTaJ10, Ta wWe 1 Bixona 3ipBanacs. Ctano
MexToOoBi IN4HO, @ TYT Lie W BOBKN 3aBUIN — foBedeTbCcsA nponagaTu. Hi
pyLwHMUi, Hi wabni Mextopn 3 coboto He B35B, @ COKMPOIO Ta NUJIKOIO Bif
BOBKIB He BinbuTtucs. NoyaB MexTon KOHSA MOraHATW, a Ton nease ambae.

— On, — Kaxe MexTton, — Koan 6 AKNNCb YOPT MeHe 3BiACK BUBIB, TO,

30a€TbCA, BCe 6 3a Te BignaBs...

TiNbKKN CKa3aB — 5K TYT-Taku 3-3a Cyxoro ayba BUCKaKye 4opT. Xyaun,

pyoum i poratun.

— A wo, — nuTa€, — 3abnykas, Ko3a4e?

— Ta 3abnykaB, MaTepi TBOIN NepeKoBiHbKa, — Kake MexTof.

— A ak BuBepny Tebe 3 siicy, TO WO AacKU? — NUTAE 4YopT.

— 4 6 T06i, reMOHCbKOMY CUHOBI, FapHKX pi3oK 6u foas, Ta 6iga 3mMyLyeE.
Ka>xu, Wo xo4eLd.



— Bippan meHi, MexTone, Te, wo B Tebe aoma 3'9BUN0CH, NOKKU Tebe He
6yno.

3amucnameca Mextopn, — 0obpun xa3siH BCe y CBOEMY Xa3AMCTBI 3HaE€. Lo
XX TaM HOBOIro MOXXe 3a feHb 3'aBuTnca? Xiba y Kypkm anue 3Hanwiocs —

TaK AnuUda He WKoaa.

— Nobpe, — Kaxe MexTon, — Bigaam.

— 'nagwn, — 3acTepira€e 4opT, — NaM’aATaln CBOE Cs10BO. A No obiysHe
3aBTpa npuuay.

Ha uboMy CnoBi HOpTHAKa WAaTHYBCS, KPYTHYBCSH, KOJIECOM MPOKOTUBCA |
3HUK. | Bpa3 gopora 3'asunacs, i AepeBa poO3CTYNUINCS, | CHIr nepecTas
nagaTtu.

AnBnNTbLCA MexTod — aXk BiH i3 CaHbMW BCe MO KOJ1y Kpyrom ayba i3ams.
To nomy 4yopTska odi BigBoaus. lNogasca MexTon AoooMy, a BAOMA XKiHKa Ha

BOPOTAX CTOITb.

— Jle X Tu, Yonosiye, BewTaewca? Mepwin go xatun! Pagicte y Hac —

CUHOK i3 Cidi Ha cBATKU npuixas!

MexTopn Tak i obimnis. Lie X BiH pigHOro cMHa He4YncTtomy noobiuss!

CuvH pagi€, 6aTbka obinMae, rocTUHUI Aapye, a MexTon cBiTy 6inoro He
H6aunTb, He 3HaE, AK i ckasaTu npo 6igy.

"A, — IyMa€, — He CKaXXy Hi4Yoro — mMoxxe, gactb bor, yce obingerbcsa".

nOBe‘-IepFU'II/I 4ymm bor nocnas, Noracuan KaraHeub, Ta U cnaTu NonsAranun.

A BHOYi XTOCb MiAg BIKHOM LLUEeMoYe:



— MexTopne, a Biggan-Ho, wo obiuss, 60 rope byne!

MexTon 00 BiKHaA, a XXiHKa Kax<e:

— Jlexxu, 4yosioBiye, 4Yoro nigxonunBcs?

— TaX XTOoCb Yy BiKHO CTyKa€, — Bignosigae MexToga.

— To To6i BBUXKAETLCA — yCe TUXO0! — 3aCMOKOIE NOro XiHKa.

Hivoro MexTop i He po3MnoBIB i Nir cnaTu. A Ha PaHOK 40 CTalHi — ax
TaM KiHb 300X. MoBUYMTb MexTon Linvn aeHb, BCe AyMae, Wo noro pobutmn?

3HOBY BHOYi XTOCb Mif, BIKHOM I'yKae:

— MexTopne, a Bigoan-Ho, wo obiuss, 60 ripwe 6byne!

— XIiHKO, 41 TK WOCh Yy€ew? — nnutae MexTon.

— Ta Hi, YyonosBiye, Bce Tuxo. A xiba wo?

— Ta Tak, BYyBa€ETbLCA.

3HOoBY MexTon i HiYOro He po3noBifa€. 3paHKy 00 XJliBa — ak KOpoBa
300xs1a. 3annakaB MexTon — po3noBiB, sika noro 6iga cniTkana.

— Wo » pobutn maemo? — 6igKaeTbCA.

— A Wo X, — yTiwae noro CemeH, — BeAiTb MeHe, TaTy, 40 Jlicy — Ae X
Le 6baveHo, Wob Ko3aK Ta YopTa 319KaBCca?



Hapsar CemeH wanky, B35B Y KULWEHIO JIJIbKY | ManyLy TIOTOHY Ta 1
nopascs 3 6aTbkoM 80 nicy. A nig Aybom 4yopTaka AOXKMAAETbCA — 3ybun
wepbaTi WKipnTb:

— A wo, MexTopne, Takm npueiB cnHa? OTo K 6u we n cborogHi Tebe 3

CUHOM He ByNl0, TO yY>Ke Ha PaHOK i T Hexnsmn 6ys 6!

MNMoxoaune 4YopTska Kpyrom CeMmeHa, NOANBUBCS Ha HbOro 3 YCix BOKiIB.

— [apHoro cnyry MmaTuMy — Kaxe.

A CeMeH y ByCa CMI€TbCS:

— CNy>XnUTn, To N CNYyXNTW. Ane gaBan OMOBMMOCS, Lo byay Ay Tebe
AOTU, OOKN CaM MeHe He BMXXeHeLl, a 3a cnyxby nacu topby 4epsiHLuiB!

3pafiB 4oOpT, KPUBEHbLKI pPy4YKU rnoTep:

— Oue, Ko3a4e, bygew y MmeHe, OOMOKM TBOIO BiKy CTaHe, a FPOLNKN MOi
Lini 3anmwartbes!

YcmixHyBcs 1 cobi CemeH, 6aTbka nouinysas:

— He XypiTbcs, TaTy, CKOpo BAOMa byay!

Ta oo 4opTa:

— Hy, Beaun BXe, kyau Tam xover!

MoTar YyopTsaka CemeHa y oyno, Wo B cTapoMy Ay0i YopHie. A Tam
ApabunHa goB)Xesie3Ha ax< Mig 3emsto nae.



CnycTnnamncsa BoHW A0 YopTa y Nia3emMHuin cBiT. AnBntbca CemeH — Hebo
4yepBOHE, B 03epax BoAa YOpHa, AepeBa CyXi i NOKpy4YeHi, CipKo cMepanTb

— HY 4YMCTO AK 0TO B XKALUKIBCbKi KOPYMIi NIC/S 3104iNCBKOr0 ApMapKy.

Bene 4yopTsaka [0 CBOEI XxaTwu, a xaTa BCA obnynneHa, cTpixa Aipsasa, TUH
NoBaNAHUN — TiNIbKW YOpTeHsATa biratoTe Tygu-clogn, K MuieHaTa. A
CKiJIbKM X TaM — Y1 COTHSA, YW OBi, TO TiJIbKN XXiHKa YOPTOBa 3HAE. A XiHKa Y
yopTa Taku HernoraHa MosoAnYKa — Ha Nivui Kawy i3 Ki3sKiB BapuUTb Ta

KOMUCTKO MOMILLYE.

— Oue, — kaxxe yopT CemeHoBi, — nuwato Tebe TyT. A Nnigy 0o noaen
biny pobnTtun, a T giten moix raagitumert. Ta nunbHyn nobpe, 60 9 ckopo

NMoBepHYCA Ta NoaAnBJIHOCA, AK TU CNpaBJIAELLCA.

MopaBcsa YopT Haropy — Tpeba X nomy Ao PizaBa BCTUTHYTU LLUKOAW
HapobuTn YecHUM ntoaam. [1oBro YopTsiKa N0 BCbOMY CBiTY TOBKCS, HapeLuTi
nAogomy nig 3emsto 3ani3. Konm gnemtbca — Wwo T0 3a 6iga? — cuanTb
Ko3apJitora Ha ropboyky Ta JtoN1eydky NajanTb, @ HOPTEHATA KPYrOM HbOIro K
Ha MYLUTPI WNaunpyoTb. YNCTEHbKI, BMUTI, Nig ropLmnK obCTpumXKeHi, we 1

KO3alUbKUX MiceHb cniBatoTb Ta CeMeHa NaHOM COTHUKOM Benm4yatoTh!

YopTsaka a)k 3aniHUBCA Bif, 3/10CTi:

— Lo x ue Tn Hapobue? Yoro ix HaB4YMB?!

Lo 3 Hux pani bypne?! He roneH Tu, Ko3ade, YHOPTOBUX LiTen fornsagaTtu,
ranga oo 4YopHoi pobotn — gposa pybaTnmeru!

Mocmiasca CemeH, Ta 1 NogascA No ApOBa.

YekaB, 4eKaB 4OpTHAKa, yXKe 1 Ni4yka BMUX0J10/1a, a KO3aKa 3 ApoBaMu
HeMmage. Mobir yopT wykaTn CemeHa — a>k Tor cobi cNUTb Nif KYLMKOM.

— Yoro ue T gpoBa He pyba€ew? — peneTye 4opT.



— A Toro, wo ue He Ko3aubka poboTa, — Kaxe CeMeH, — y Hac ons
nannBa CBOI Ci40OBi ApOBa €.

— A TO X 8Ki? — nuTae 4opT.

— A ocb gKi, — pictae CeMeH NOPOXiBHULLIO.

— TaK ropaTb, WO He 3aracui!

— A pacu? — nuTaeE 4oprT.

— Yom He paTun nobpomy 4onoBikosi? Ha, Tpuman.

BxonuB 4YOpPT NOPOXIBHULIO Ta N MepLLi A040MY, NiYKY TONUTU CiHOBUMN

LpOoBaMu.

lne CeMeH NOBOJIEHbKU MO3aAy, KOJIM YY€E — 3arpumino, 3agBurTino,
3apeBino! Ameutbcsa CemeH — no Heby YepBOHOMY NiyKa JIeTUTb Ta BOrHEM
AVile, a 3a Hel Ka3aH i3 Ki3sgkaMn nepeknagaeTbca. lobpe Ko3aubKi ApoBa
6abaxHynu!

MpuxoanTb CeMeH 0 XaTW — HOPT Y Caxi, HOpTUXa y CaxXi, HopTeHATa y
CaXxi — reTb yCi 3aMyp3aHi.

YopTa axk Tinae€ Bif 3710CTi, @ BUTHATW KO3aKa He MOXXe — rpoLuen
lwKoaa.

— Hy, Ko3a4e, Tenep Tebe nig HarnA4 XiHUi CBOIN NMLWIA0, — Ka)ke YopT,
— BOHa BXe T0ob6i 6anankyBaTn He AacTb! A 1 TUM 4YacoM LUe No CBIiTy
nobirato, kKanocTi noasm nopobto!



3HOB YOpTAKa 4OOOMY BEPTA€E — aXk parnToM rosioBa 3acsepbina, Ta Tak,
Lo Hecuna TepniTn! Mau-maL YOpT 3a rosoBy — WO 3a 6iga — 3aMiCTb OBOX,
Ta YoTupwu porn Bupocno! LLlo e TaM Ko3ak 3 HOpPTOBOI XiHKO pobuntb?!

LLIBnaeHbLKO YopT — Ao aynna, Ao aApabuHu, 0o XxaTu — a XxaTu i He
ni3Hae! bineHbka, YenypHeHbKa, CUHbLOIO hapboto NniaManboBaHa, CBiIXKOKO
COJIOMOIO BKpUTaA, HOBEHbKUM TUHOM obropog)xeHa. A Ha ABepsaX KapTUHKA
HaMaJibOBaHa: Ko3ak Maman 4yopTa AoBbHeto nonifg XBiCT LignTh!

YopT — 00 XaTun, a NOro »XiHKa Ha Nopir He Nyckae.

— Tn, CAKNN-TaKU CUHY, HOro ctoan npunepca?! 9 TpucTta pokis 3 ToboMO
o4pYy>XeHa, a TaKoro wacT4, 9K 3 KO3akKoM, He Mana! Ocbk BiH — 3a AeHb napg,
HaBiB, @ TV WO BAOMa pobnw? AHy reTb 3 xaTu!

A KO3aK CnanTb Kpal CToJly, BAPEHUYKN HAMUHAE Ta Y ByCa CMIETbCS.

BaynTb 4opT, WO HenepesmBkN — KO3aK 3aMiCTb HbOI0 Xa3sAMHYE.

— A 3Haew, CeMeHe, — Ka)ke 4YopT, — MeHi y>Xe HanMuTa He Tpeba, ioB
6y T pogomy.

— He nigy, — Ka)xe Ko3akK, — MeHi 1 TyT gobpe. Ta n He 3anaaTuB T
MeHi 3a poboTy.

— 3annady, 3annadvy! — Kpu4nTb 4opT. — TiNbKM NAn BXe 3Biacu, 60 Tu

MEHIi XXUTN He paeL!

— lNapasa, — kaxxe CemeH, — naBain TopOy YepBiHLUIB Ta LEe N KOHSA 3
KOpPOBOIO BigaaBan.

lne 6igonawHmMm 4opT, TArHe Topby YepBiHLUiB, Ha HaNUradi Beae KOpoBy
3 KoHeM. A CeMeH 3a HUM CyHe, MOCBUCTYE Ta NpUKasye:



— OTO rapHo NorocTioBaB y YopTa, WKoAa, Wo Maso!

Mputar YopTaka [obpo Ao MexTonoBOi XaTun, XOTiB ByB AKYyCb KanoCTb

BYMHUTU, KON PANTOM A3BiH K 3a[3BOHUTB!

— On nuxo! — 3na9KaBcsa 4opT. — Yxe PizgBo Haginwno, Tpeba Tikatu!

Mob6ir 4YopT y Nic — A3BiH 3a HUM, HYOPT Yy KOPYi — A3BiH 3@ HUM, YOPTY
601070 — A3BiH 32 HUM! KON 0O3UPHYBCS, @ TO FEMOHCLKUIN KO3ap/tora nomy

10 XBOCTa KOPOB'SAYOro A3BOHMKA BYEMUB.

3na3nTb YopT obigpaHun, bpyaHuin no gpabuHi nig 3emna — axk ygoma

TiNbKW XiHKa NOro CMAnTb, @ YOPTeHAT i 6/1n3bKo HeMae!

A CemeH nokonaaysas BOOMaA, PO3roBiBCs, Biano4ms, Ta i 3HoBy Ha Ciy

nofascs. [oe Bepxu Ha KOHi, CMIETLCA Ta W ChiBac:

LLle Takoro He Byno

Y Hawomy nici —

YopTeHsATa BCi i3 gomy

Ha Ciy noganucs!

A XTO 4yB, TO NepenanTte

YcboMy Hapoay,

LLlo He 6yne nepeBoay Ko3aubkomy poay!



