BaTbko Bigxmnme ybik ocMkoBy rinky, 6aMcKy4y oa Boaw, i rifika,
XJIbOCHYBLUW NOr0 NO CMWHI, 3aJ1UWnia Ha WKIpSHLUi 4OBrMA MOKPWUIA CAig,.
CTeubKO BiAXWANB Ty CaMy TifKY i, MPONLWOBLWM BNepea, NycTus obepexxHo,
ajie riflka Ha3ZorHana noro i WaborHysia no wwi... 3 oMy BUbpanncb BOHU
e BpaHLi, KON MiXK gepeBaMu CipiB TyMaH, KOJIM XMapu exasn Ha
BEPXOBITTAX. Tenep TyMaH onas, a Hebo Tpoxu nosuwano. Ob6iganan BoHu
HeLaBHO, KOJIN NMOMUHYJIN TOP(OBUCLKO 3 3aTOMJIEHUMU AMaMu,— CULIN Ha
nosaJsieHOMy CToBOYpi 1 inn xNib i3 NigCMa>keHo TeNATUHO. 3apas
CTeubKoBi X0TisIoCa NMUTU. MOXXHa 3a4eprnHyTV AOJIOHSAMW BOAM NPOCTO Nif
HOramu, asie BUPIWMB TepniTn 40 TOro Micus, Ae pOoC/aun ABi PO34YaXHYTi SA/INHN,

3-Nig KOPIHHA AKNX BUBirae CTPyMOK.

Konn pobpanuca go samH, Cteubko nobayms, WO MOBiHb OOMUNHAE ANNHN,
3aTOMMBLLKW CTPYMOK. Xloneub 3a4eprHyB BOAM CaMe TaM, e BiH MaB
BUTIKaTWU. OrnaHyBcs 6aTbKO, YBa>KHO MPOCTEXUB, K CUH N'E, a NOTIM
3annTas:

— Hamopusca? —Hi.

— Tobi x Ka3zanocsk, Wwob He pmnasca 3 xaTwu.

— A 4 He CTOMUBCA.

— Twn BnepTiox!

Munwascsa cBOIM CMHOM, WO CTeubKo BUPYLUMB i3 HUM B 06Xia, He
no6osBCA NOBEHI, AKa 3as/1s/1a HU3MHY, He 3/19KaBCsA goporu rno 60s10Ti 1 No
BOAi, Haye 1 crpaBAai 3BUK A0 Hei. Npo cebe 3ayBa)KyBaB, L0 CBOE JIICHNLITBO,
MabyTb, 3HAa€ KpaLle, HiXK CUHA, i Lie CMOBHIOBAJIO FOCTPOIO LiKaBICTIO 0
Cteubka.

— A pobpe, Wwo Mu He B3AM y nic KceHto,— moBmB CTeLubKo.



— Yomy?

— Opf xaTv paneko He Biginwnm 6.

OTxe, ayMae npo KceHto, KoTpa BHYOpa BBEYEpPi NMpunLLIa 00 HUX i3 cena i
npuHecna raMHAHNX MiBHUKIB, AKUX BUNIKAE il 6aTbKo. JIYHKNX, pyanx
MiIBHUKIB, WO 3a/INBYaCTO ClOpYaTb, KON AYTU B AIPKY, @ B FPYAAX i3 CyXum
CTYKOM 6'€TbCS KaMiHYMK, AKOro TyAN HaBMUCHE KnafyTb. OQHOro Takoro
NiBHMKa CWH y34B i3 coboto i 3apa3, MmabyTb, obMauye, 60 3aCyHyB pyKy B
KULWeHI0. MabyTb, KOPTUTb BUTAITU i 3aCopyYaTn Ha BeChb Jic, asne

CTPUMYETbLCA. | BaTbKO YCMiXHYBCH.

PanTtom CTeubKO 3yNUHUBCS i, HE Ka)Ky4n 1 C10Ba, NOKa3aB PYKOIo
npaBopyY, MiXK KyLli ropillnHn. Tam cTosNa AnKa Ko3a. Koam ctynunm oo Hel,
KO3a He KUHynacb TikaTw, il BONOri o4i gnsmnnuca 6e3 cTpaxy, a nepeaHi Horu
neage 3apurannce. XKoBTuin 6epe3oBuin IMCTOK MPUYENnNBCA 40 LUWNI, MiXX
rybamun ctpumina 6agnnuHka. BoHun we cTynunum Bnepea, i Ko3a noBepHyiach
BokoM, pyLunaa, Ha XBUJIKO FOPIXOBUIM KyLL, NPUKPMB ii, @ NOTiM 3HOBY
nokasasnacb M rpabamu.

— He nocniwan,— cka3aB 6aTbko,— 6yab o6epexxHuin. BoHa Beae Hac...

Bona nig Horamm nornmbwana, 60 Ko3a BCe KPyTille 3aBepTasia JiBOpyY,
Ha HU3MHY. NNa CTOPOXKKO, X04a 1 He HarMoJsI0XaHo, | pa3 y pas ornsganach
Ha3an. CTeubKo, AKUN 3BMK [0 Nicy, 00 Ki3, A0 N0CiB, A0 NIUCULUb, A0 3aNuiB,
novyBaB, ogHaK, 36y )xeHHs. baTbkoBe 06144 Havye a)K BULOBXKNIIOCH,
ByCTa CTUCAUCH. NinKa 34epna 3 Ko3n oTon bepe3oBuin INCTOK, BiH yNaB Ha
BoAy, a CTeubKo NigHAB, BUTEpP 06 KydanKky i CXxoBaB Mi KapTy30M.

Ko3a 3ynuHunacb noogasnb Bif bepecTta, 0O AKOro NPUTUCIIOCHA OBOE
MaJieHbKNX KO3eHAT. bepecT cTOAB Ha fiIe4b NOMITHOMY Y3BULLLI, CMyTa BOAW
Tam 6yna Minka, NnpoTe cArasa iMm Ao KoniH. "MabyTb, y>ke AaBHO OTak
rmbitoTh",— nogymas 6aTbko. Ob6iNWoOB Kpyr bepecTa, a CTeubKo NULLINBCA

cToATU. bing neHbka 6aTbKO 3ayBaXkmB Ny4OK WepcTi. Miginwos 6amxkye — i



nobayme TpeTe KO3eHsA. MepTBe, 3aTOHYNE, ANBUIOCH AOTOPU BY3bKOIO
LLLINMHOIO HaNIBMNPUMNIOLWEHOr0 OKa. bBaTbKO CKOCa 3UPKHYB, Y1 CUH CTEXUTb

33 HAM i Y NOMITUB LWOCb, Ta N NMOCMILIHO BiAiNWOB O NeHbKa.

— BoHu 3ronogHinm, Tak? — 3anutaB CTeubkKo.

— MaTu HaroayBana ix.

— BOHM O0aBHO BXe CTOATb, ere?

Kopa BHM3Yy Ha bBepecTi 6yna obwypoBaHa, Ha 3agMpKax TPeEMTIn
BOJIOCUHKMW.

— MabyTb, Uiny Hi4 cToAn...

Ko3a Habnmn3unacb oo 6epecta, obHoXxana Ko3eHAT. BoHa Bxe He
bosanack nogen, Ha4ebTo pasom i3 HUMKM noTpanuna B 6igy.

— o 6bynemo pobutn? — 3anmtaB 6aTbKO, Y1 TO PO3MIPKOBYHOYY, YN TO
pansyncs.

CTeubKOo He No4yB. Po3wnpeHMun o4nmMa amemBcs nepend coboto i MiLHO

CTUCKYBaB Yy KNLWEHI MNMWHAHOIO MiBHUKA.

BaTbKO BUTAr i3 CYMKMN MILLOK i, NPOCTAMHYBLUW Brepes npaBsy pyKy, Hi6u
npocmB He 60ATUCH, HIBN 0Cb-0Cb XOTIB HEIO MpUIacKaTu,— HEKBAMHO
nonpsMyBaB oo 6epecTta. 3abynbkana Boaa nig 4obiTbMu, i Ko3a nigsena
ronoBy. CKOpo Biginwna Tpoxu BOIK, a KO3eHATa Wwe Ay>X4ye NpUTYINInNCh
ofHe 00 oaHoro Ta o croebypa... Cteubko obepe)xHo pyLinB 3a 6aTbKOM.
BaTbKO Pi3KO HaKPUB MILLKOM KO3€eHAT, BOAHOYAC NMPUTUCKYIOHM IX KOJIHBMU
no bepecTta. Ko3a kuHynacs Bbik, ane cnuHunack 6inga cocHn, a oyi i
NPUCKaNn WBNAKNM, CYXUM MepesisikoM. 30aBasiocs, 0Cb-0Cb BOHa, Nelb

NPUCIBLLIW, OOHUM BENKUM 30PUraHHAM BiALUTOBXHETbLCSH i CTpnbHe BOIK...



O60€ KO3eHATOK Tenep Byan B MilLKY, i 3 MilWKa BUNWHAANCL TO paTuLi,

TO KOJliHa 41 rOJIOBW.

— BizbmeMo ix gogomy? — 3anmnTtaB CTeubKo, e He 30BCiM BNEBHEHUN,

o 6aTbKO BYMHUTbL CaMe TakK, asie BXe padiCHUN.

— BoOHM BUCHaXxXunuce, ix Tpeba gornagaTtu.

— A pornagatumy!.. A KONM NMoBiHb 3inge, TO BUNyCTUMO?

— ABXeX.

MoBepTanncb 4OAOMY, @ KO3a Wwa no3ay. BoHa BigcTtasana, a To 1
30BCiM 3HUKaNa — i panTom 3'aBnsnaca 36oky abo n nonepeny. NMNosaBmMBLLINCH
nonepeny, BOHa Ierko, Mmamxe 6e3wymHo, Tikasa no Bo4i, 3ynuHSAIach, a
NoTiM 3HOBY Tikana i Yepe3 Kywi npobirana Tak, Ha4ye X XBUJIOBaB NOAMX
BiTpy. CTeubKO BUTAT MiBHMKa, CBUCHYB: TBapuHa cnepLy 3aBmepna, gani
JNlerko 3HuKnNa 3a ocnkamu. CTeubKo e pa3 CBUCHYB — i MOMY Bignosina
roCcTpyBaTO-CyMHa JlyHa.

— He BioraHsam,— cka3aB 6aTbko.— BoHa BiacTaHe cama. Ko3a binbLue He

3'aBnganacs, i CTeybko, SKNN yaBAAB, WO BOHA

NTUMeE [0 iXHbOI XaTW, a NOTIM XXNTUME Pa30oM i3 KO3eHATaMu B xNiBi abo B

3aropoXxi Ha ABOpI, BXXe LWKO4yBaB, WO CBOIM CBMCTOM HansKas Ii.

— Ko3eHdaTa MATUMYTb MOJIOKO,— MOBUB baTbKoO.

— A CiHO paBaTumMeLu?

— MabyTb, He ICTUMYTb. BOHW LWe UNLUbKY TATHYTb.



—4ix pornagaTtnmy, rapasg?—s3anutas CTeubko, HaMarat4uchb

3a3upHYTU 6aTbKOBI B 061M44s.

— A TN ix He nackaTuMell, He rnagunTumeru?

— [nagntnmy!

— Hy oT,— ycMmixHyBCsa 6aTbko.— Big HUX ciig TpuMaTucb gasi, 60 BOHM

OVKi, He NobnaTb HiXKHOLLLIB.

BiH cTynuBe niBoto HOrow Ha cToBOYp MOBasIEHOro OCOKOPA, | KOJIN BXEe
NiZAHOCMB NMpasy, TO JliBa, MOCKOB3HYBLUWUCH, NiagBepHynacs, i 6baTeko, 4n TO
3iTXHYBLUW, YN TO 30MKHYBLUW, TaK i NPUCIB, yCe Wwe TpuMato4m O4HIE PYKOO
MiWwok CTeubKo NogyMas, LLO HiHOro CTpawwHOro He cTanock, 60 6aTbko
3pa3y X nigeisca i cnpobysaB cTynuTn. MabyTb, Le fanoca nomy Ba>kko, 60

061M444 NOCIpiNo, a WiSIMHM 04e NoBY>XXYau.

3HOBY MPUCIB i, MAHYBLUW FipKO Ha CUHA, HIYOro He CKa3as..

— TaTy? — Hanie3anuTaB CTeubKo.

BaTbKO 3HAB 4006iT, 3aKa4vaB WTaHWHY. Bing CTynHi WKipa Ha HO3i yXe
H6panacsa iakoBo CMHHIO. BaTbko 0bepexxHo obMaLaB rominky, ctony — 1

CKPUBUBCS.

— Lo Take?.. 3namaB?..

— Bi3bMu HOXXa 1 BUPIXK MEHI Manunuio 3 ropilinHu.

Konn CTeubKo MOBepHYBCS 3 ropiwmnHoto, 6aTbko 064yxpaB ii, nigBiBCcs i,
CNMpPatoYMCh Ha Manunuto, CTYMNMB KiJfibka KPoKiB. MabyTb, [annca BOHU NOMY

Henerko, 60 Ha Wi HANHYNCb XXWJN, @ 4010 Bpa3 CNiTHINO.



— XopiMmo,— cKa3aB 6aTbKoO.

— A Ko3eHATa? — 3anuTaB CTeubKo i 03UPHYBCH KPYroM, Y1 He BUOHO
IXHbOT MaTepi.— A 3 HUMM WO?

BaTbKO OMBMBCA Ha MILWLWOK, AKU 30pUraBcsa Tak, Hibn oCb-0Cb MaB

nodirtn no 3emii.

— SIKLWO BUMYCTUTK, BOHXN MOXKYIb MponacTu... loBeaeTbcsa Tobi HeCTw.
Mooy»aew?..

CTeubKO HiC MIWOK i Big4YyBaB Bary XmMBMx Ko3eHAT. Bigyysas, sK
KO3EHATa LWTPUKAIOTb HOraMu y CrinHy, sk BopyLuaThca. Tn nosoamnock
nosinbHO, 60 6aTbKO NefBe Kynbras Mno3agy, 3ynUMHABCA 1 BigCanyBaBCS.
CTeubKO WKOAYBAB, WO HABKOJIO HEMA HIKOro, XTo Mir 6u gonomortu. CKopo

MILLOK 3[aBCS Ba)X4YUM, HiXK CNOYaTKY, i BOHU NPUCISIN BIANOYUTN.

— BBeuepi pobepemocb noaomy,— ckasaB 6aTbko.— Tu We He cigas Ao
YPOKIiB?

— Hi.

— YBeyepi bynemo saoma.

"MabyTb, 3aCMOKOIOE MeHe,— noayMas CTeLbko.— W BUAOY HE NOKa3ye,
LLLO HE MOXXe NTK, a 3aCrNoKOoHEe".

Noy4n Ha3an, 3sepTanm BCce KpyTile NiBopyY i Tenep Bubpaancs 3 Boau
Ha cyxe. [10 Wwnsaxy, Ha AKOMY MOXXHa 6 3yCTpiTK NILLOro NOAOPOXHBLOro abo
KIHHOr0, 3anuwanocs we 4Ynmano. CTeubkKoBi NanbLUi, WO TPUMaan MILLOK, Bif
yTOMW CMOB3aan 3 punuui, Hibn No camsbkomy. Abu nerwe nTu, 3aHypuB y
KULLEHIO PYyKY, HaMalaB MMHAHOIO NiBHUKa-cBUWMKa i, wob He 6aymB
6aTbkO, HaBMUCHe 3arybumBs nig NeHbKoM. IMicisa uboro TPOXu Ha4ve
nonerwarno, NpoTe HeHaJoBrro.



— Moxxe, BUnycTmmo ix?

CTeubKOBI Ti€El MUTI 34a710C4, WO Kpawe 6 BUNYCTUTY 3/1I0BJIEHUX KO3EHAT
Ha BOJIIO, TYT Y>Ke CyX0, 3arnHyTu BiJ NOBEHi He 3MOXXYTb. Bo X

HYAUTUMYTbCA B IXHbOMY XJ1iBi, @ TO /N MOMPYTb 3aMKHEHI.

— He Tpeba BunyckaTtw.

LLle He pa3 cigann Bigno4mBaTH, i 3 KOXKHMM pa3oM CTeubkosi 6yso Bce
Ba>kye nigBoaAnTuCb. Yekas, wob 6aTbKO 3HOBY CKa3aB BUMYCTUTUN KO3EHAT —
i Tomi 6 BiH 3roamBecs, ane 6aTbKo MOBYaB, i CTELbKO PO3yMiB, LLO TOMY He
neruwe, 60 3a AKNXOCb ABi FOANHN HayYe NOMEHLUAB Yy 3POCTi Ta MOBY>X4YaB Y

rnjaedax...

bBinbworo wmaTka goporn CTteubko He npuragye. 9k npobupanucs dyepes
noBaJsieHuin Bypeto OCUYHSAK, AK A0J1aNn NiILLWMHOBI 3apOoCTi, AK WM no
nyOHAKY — BUNETINIO 3 rosioBn. OTAMUBCA BXe Ha y36i44i, Konm cnais Ha Kyni
CYLLHSAKY, i nepwe, wo nobayms, byna 3irHyTa 6aTbkoBa NocTaTb. baTbko

PO3B'si3aB MILLOK, W06 KO3EeHATa He 3aANXHYIUCh | MOrX BilbHO NOANXaTW.

— Yyew, Bi3 ine? — mMoBmB BaTbLKO, MPUANBAAYNCE 40 LOPOrK, WO
He[daNeKo Bif HMUX 3aKpy4dyBasnacb NyKOM. CTeLbKO NMPUCYyXaBCs, ase He

Mo4yB HiYoro.

— BBeuyepi bynemo Bagoma... NsaHb — y>xe BngHo! 'py3bKOoto NilaHo
[0pOroto rnocyBaBcCs Bi3. Y nepenky cuais

NiTHIN YONI0BIK Y NNaLli 3 3a4epTUM KOMIpOoM. baTbKo B3ABCA 3aB'aA3yBaTu
Miwok lMocniwas, i Nanbyi, 9K gepes'aHi, He cnyxaanca noro. Kosam, HapeLwTi,

3aB'A3aB, TO cka3as CTelbKy HaCMilWKYyBaTO-pafiCHO:

— Ha, Bi3bMu.



MwumoBoni CTeubKo NPOCTAr PyKy. baTbKO NOKJ/1IaB NOMY Ha A0JIOHIO
FAVHAHOMO NiBHMKA. CTeLbKOBI CTasI0 COPOMHO, BiH y>Xe 3aMipumBcs, wob

BUKWUHYTW MNiBHMKa, asie 6aTbKO HaKa3aB.:

— He cwmin! Nigibpas niBHMKa 4, i BiH y>Ke MiN.

Cteubko BiaBepHyBCH, Wo6 6aTbko He BaymB Noro o6 ny4S.

— [obpun Bevip,— NpUBITABCA, MOPIBHIOOYNCH, OAAbKO Ha BO3i.

— Ta we He Bevip, a AeHb,— BiANOBIB HaTbKO.



