CoHue 3arnsHyso o BiKOH, Ak Mnkona MukonuwmnH 36yamecs. XoTiB
3puBaTunCA Ta 6inn Ha noagip'sa, 60 3acnas, ane npuragas cobi, WO BiH Bif
KilbKOX HegiNb xopun, wo bor CBATUI 3HAE, 9K 3 HUM Byae i Wwo
rocnofapCTBOM HEMAE 4YOro XXYPUTUCH.

Han HUM XypaTbCa 4iTw.

3iTXHYB i CNYCTMB NOBIKW.

Onanun, TsSHKKi Ta HEMOOBWXXHI, 9K BIKOHHMLI Nig Bevip.

— BTOoMunancs, xo4yTb BiAMNOYUHKY. 3aKA4iTb, OyfemMo crnoymBaTK, aXk HaMm

HaBKY4YUNTbCA.

Hapa3s, nobyBato4ym 3 rpygen sKkorocb MOJI04ELbLKOro rojlocy, KpPUKHYB Ha
uiny xaty: "Mapie!"

o ceiTnuui BGirna noro HeBICTKa, XXiHKa HANCTapLLOro CMHa.

— Yoro BaMm, TaTy? — cnuTasia TPMBOXXHO, MPOTUPAOYN HEBMNCMAHI OYi.

— BuinMu HOBY ofliX i3 CKpUHI, a [eTpoBi CKaXkn, Han NaauTb 3asi3HUin

Bi31l. A NHO Xal MeHi BUCTeNNTb BUCOKO, Ha CaMiil cepedunHi, wob He TpAacno.

Mapis nogmBunacs Ha TecTs, K 61 XoTina cNUTaTuUCs, Hallo TakoMy
XOpPOMY BO3a, ajie NMTaTuCsa He cMina, 60 3 Toro Yacy, Sk MW nepecTynuia
nopir MuMkonuwvHa, NnpueBmnkna, wo 6aTbka CayxatTb BCi, 6e3 po3bopy.

He rato4mncb, nobyna 3i CKpUHI LWOHANTOHLLY COPOYKY, 3HANA 3 XXEepaKun
HOBUI KOXXYX, BUbpana rapHuim nosc ta nobirna go Myx<a, Lo nopascs KOJ10

KOHeW B CTalHi.



— lMeTpe! TaTo Kaszann nagnTun Bi3 Ha 3aNi3HNX OCAX Ta BUCTENUTU
BUCOKO, W06 He TpsAcno. He 3HaTW, Yy€eLl, HALWWO IM HUHI BO3a?

— JInwnca Koo KoHeun, HiM 3epHo 3'i44Tb, @ 9 Nigy cnuTaTu.

AK yBiNWOB A0 CBIT/AMNLI, DaTbKO BXXe CUAIB, MOCTOMHY4YM, Ha NocTeni Ta
3allinaB YUCTY COPOYKY.

— MOMOXKN MeHi, CUHY, 3aCTiXKKY 3aCTArHyTn, 60 MeHe BXXe pyKu He
C/lyXaloThb.

CuH nomir 6aTbkoBi NpnbpaTncsa i nogas BoAM.

— Bu Ka3anaum nagntu Bi3?

— KasaB. —Kygon?

— Ha Bunbopw.

— A AK XKe BaM, TaKOMYy XOpoMy, TeslinaTUCA TiJIbKN CBITU?

— AK?.. Tak gk Bugnw. LLlobn 5 maB payku ni3tn, wob BU MeHe Ha BepeTi
Hecnun, a 9 rosocyeaTn myuwy. S Ha ui Bubopu TpnOusaTb NiT YeKaB —
pO3yMieLw?

[0OBOPUB THAXKKO, | 3@ KOXXKHUM CJIOBOM KJIEKOTINIO MOMY B rpyasx, K nig

3eMJEel0.

— 4 pag, wo gipkaas TOl XBUJIMHW, @ BiH MeHe NUTaE, 9K BU, TaTYHIO,
noigeTte? Jlagb Bi3, He roeopu baraTto. A noknu4 Amutpa Ta CemeHa, 60 1
BOHW Tenep MaloTb FOJI0C2: NoigemMo pa3oM. 1 He rancsa meHi, 60 Ha aeB'aTy
3anoBisin No4aToK, a Mn-KoNMLWNH BCe iLWOB NMepLunii, Ae 0 Hapo4HY CcrnpaBy

X0Anno. Akunin ByB 3paHKy, TakKuUi Xall MNWNTLCA | [0 OCTaHKy. Nan!



He MnHyno n nisrogunHun, K 3ackpunina sncoka bpama, 3araBkanum ncu,
HEMOB OOMPOLUYH4YUCh, WOoO i Tx 3 coboto 3abpann, 3aTOPOXTiNIN Koseca, i Bia
MNKONNLLINHNX, Ha HEBEJINYKIM MICTKY, BUIXaB Y BYJINLIO HOBUW, HA 3aJli3HUX

0CAX Bi3, 3 BUCOKUM MONYKILLKOM i 3 MepexXXaHo KPUXKIBHULEID.

MNocepeavHi, Ha fobpe BUMOLWEHIM CUOXKEHHIO, MPUKPU-P*M KUNMMKOM,
LLLO NOro BUTKaNa HeBiCTKa, cuiis Mnkona MUkoamwmnH B HOBIM 6iniM KOXXYCi,
B BMCOKIiN cmyLeBin LLlanui, 6inblwie Ha CNOMUH KONIMWHLOIO Mukonu, sk Ha

YKUBOI0 YOJ10BiKa NoAibHu.

Koo HbOro cnpiis Hanctapwmim cuH NeTpo i nigaep>xyBas TaTbKa, K
cunbHUM AyboBMM CTOBN NiAAEP>KYE CNOPOXHABINY OyaiBnto. [BOX MOOALINX
ixano Hanepepi. KiHbMU NMoraHsiB HaNCTapLUWUA BHYK, OEeCATUNITHIN
XJI0MN4YMHa, WO 3a XXOAHi rpowi He 6yB 6y NMWMBCA AOMa, HE BUAIBLUMN

nepwun pas y xunTtTi Bubopis.

ixanu 3BinbHa, Wo6 He Tpscno xoporo 6aTbka. Mo AOpO3i CTpivaan
ngen, Wwo nwnm B TiM camiM HanpsaMmi, CBATOYHO NpubpaHi, K Ha SKuin
BiANYCT. 340POBUAM OA4HI APYrUX, @ MOJIOALWI rocnofapi 3 NOLWaHO 3HIManun
wanky neped Mn-KoanMWMNHOM, KOTPOMY 3aBasa4yBasiv HEMaNO.

[loBri niTa BotoBaB 3i CTapuMu nopsaKkamMn B cesli Ta B MOBITI, 3 BINTOM,
MapHOTPATHUKOM rpoOMafCbKOro rpowia, 3 pagoto, Wo nwia 3a BinToM, AK
Tens 3a MOTY3KOM, i 3 yCiMa TEMHUMUN CUNaMK, WO XOTiNIM HAapo 34ep)KaTu B
MocTyni Ta NpocCBiTi. HaTepniBCcA 3a Le HeMaJso, ajle He BrHYBCSA | He
NOCTYNWUB aHi Ha KpPoK. CTosAB, K ToN caMiTHMM Ay6 Ha nycTin 3604i, KOTPY
OOLWi | 311MBM BNapi puioTb, MAapHYO4YN NPUPOLXKEHY CUy 3eMi. Ta Xou
rpomMun oookosa 6'toTb, Xo4 Bypsa CKa)keHi€, axk Nno niTax, rAsHb, B TiHi NOro
rany3 nigpocTyTb HOBiI AybKM, i 3anicnTbCs, 3a3eneHieTbcs 36i4, gatoum

3aXMCT | KBiTaM i NTULAM, a JIIOAAM BilLlytO4N XOCEH.

Tak BMPOCS0 Ha o4ax Mukosanm MukonmwnHa Monoae rnoKOJIiHHSA,
nepecTpoloYM A0 HEBMI3HAHHA KOMNCb TeMHe | bigHe, Tenep ocBiYyeHe Ta
3acibHe ceno.



OcCTaHHA Noro npaus — TO BiYe 3a HOBUM NpaBoOM BUOOPYMM. X04 CTapun
Ta HeMmiyHUN, 06'ixaB ycCi cena gokona Ta 3ibpaB Ha CXig AeCATb TUCAY
nonen, necaTb TUCAY CBIAOMUX FOJI0B, WO AOMarajmcs LWNPoOKOro
rOPO>XaHCbKOrro npasa. 3a Te 40 cesla Npucaanan BiNCbKo. [Bi Hefini BraHam
NO CMOKIMHNX BYJINLUAX PYMYHCbKI AparyHu, cTpaxato4du aiten, a we ripwe
XKIHOK, Wo Hebe3neyHi bynn nepebirtn 3 noasip'a Ha noaBip's.

[Bi Hepini cepen HIYHOI TUWNHWM NYHANN Hag CNOKIMHUM CEJIOM BiNCbKOBI
CypMU, K Ha BOEHHUM TabopoM, a KisIbKO MPOKJIbOHIB YMaso, a KiJlbKo
BCSAAKOro iHWOro rpixa!

3abpanu BIiNCbKO, i CENO BEPHYJIO A0 AAaBHLOIO XUTTA. MNpunwna BecHa,
3a3eneHinu nong, 3abininn cagwn, 3auBinn HOBI HaAii. | OT Tenep BiH We
rosiocyBaTn NnepLinm 3arasbHuM, besnocepeHiM, TanHUM, XO4 HE PIBHUM

iLe rosocyBaHHAM — e 3 paficTio, WO W BiH NPUIOXKNB A0 HbOro CBOEI
PYKW...

CoHue nigbnpaeTbCcs Bropy i He neye, a 3/1erka npuUrpiBae.

BrnpaBai xmMapwu pa3 y pa3 HabiratoTb Ha HbOro, WO6 3aKPUTK NOro AACHe
NPOMIHHSA, ane BiTep, L0 BIi€ BifL CX04Y, PO3raHSAE IX Ha BCi CTOPOHMU CBITY, BiH
BuMeTe Hebo, AK Xxa3saMka CBIT/INLIO Ha CBATO.

— bypne noroga, Oitn, — Kaxke ctapun. — byae BecHa.

— [aB 6u bor, — BiANoBiAalOTb CUHU, — ftOAN We pobiT HEe NOKIHYNAN.

— 3inpiTbCs, TaTy, Ha MeHe, — NPOCUTb HANCTapWwnn cuH, — 60 Bam
IXaTn TAXKKO.

— He 6incs, noigy, we n Ha3aa BepHy, — BignoBiga€ 6aTbKO, X0O4 YYE,
o cuH pobpe Kaxke. Bxxe B HIiM CM/IM HeMa, TiJIbKM iKaCb Kpirnka NocTaHOBa
IXaTn n goixaTtw.



ioyTb NONAMU, 3aCiFHUMK 03UMUM 36IXKXKAM Ta 3e/1eHOI0 APUHOID. By3bKi
MY>XULbKI HUBU BUIMCKYOTbLCS A0 COHUS, 9K NOJIOTHA, WO IX ra3aunHi 6ingaTb.
Mi>K HAMUN KBITU LiKaBO BU3NUPalOTb, Ha4 HAMMN NiTaloTb NTaxu, Ha Mexi

ApiMae cTapumn xpecT.

— Nig Tm xXpecTom ABIPCbKi rangykm younm moro 6aTtbka, a Bawloro
Aifa, — Ka)ke cTapun, 3HiMalo4m wanky. — Bac, gitn, xiba snacHi xmbun Ta
BNIACHI rpixn 6utumyTb. He 3abyBanTe TOro, Lo BaM Kaxy. A TaMm, Tpoxu
hanblle, Nig Mexer nprueesia MeEHE MaTKU Ha CBIT | B MOO0JIKY NpuUHecna

nogomy. Teepai 6ynm yacn, 6oganm HiKonn He BepTaan.

Frosopus 6u 6yB He 04HO, ane He Mir. 3a KOXXKHUM C/IOBOM YyB Y rpyasax
6inb, Ak 6u Ti cnosa 6ynu 3i cTani. 3aMOBK i TiIbKX 0O4MMa BOAUB L0O0KONA.
XOTiB TUX Niflb, TUX HUB, TUX fiCiB HabpaTn akHanbinbLwe B CBOI OYi, W06 3
HUMN NTN TaMm, ae iX, MoxXe, He bype... 3 HUBWN Ha HUBY JliTasn NOro NOJINHANI
3iHMLI, HEMOB MPOLLANINCA 3 KOXKHOI CKUOO0I0, 3 KOXKHOIO Py KO 3eMJIi...
HNaneko nepen HUMK, Nig nicom, Hibm Tabip. To Bnbopui 3 nanekoro cena, Lo
Ha AOCBITKax BMALWAN, OO roNoCyBaHHS He CMi3HUTWK, Mif J1icoM
CnoYmnBatoTh. MOpPIBHANUCSA, NO3A0POBKaNU, IAYTb paaoM. Xo4 BTOMJIEHI, XOU
3HalOTb, WO BTpaTUIn pobo4dy AHUHY, NOYTb pano, 3 NigHeCEeHNM HOJI0M.
Monoauwi 3aTaratoTb NiCHIO. [eski XapTyTb. | cTapwomy Mukoni
MNKOMNLWINHOBI POBUTBLCA XKaslb, WO BiH HE MOXKE BJIi3TU MOMIXK HUX | NTK

PAAOM — NTW Wini niTa, reHb 40 Kpawol, Ninwoi goni.

MNepen ypaaom rpoMaacbkmm, oe Mano BigbyTmncsa ronocyBaHHS, CTOSAMN
»XaHpapi. Ane Hapig Tak 9K 6u X He BUAIB, i TiJIbKM OiTU 3 LiKaBOCTI

npuUrasganncs 3-nosa BOpiT A0 HOBUX LLIEJIOMIB Ta ACHOI 36pyi.

Bi3 3amep)xaBcs Ha By, | CUHM B3SaKCA 3cafXyBaTu 6aTbka Ha
3eMJIto.

— JInwiTh, 9 caM, — roBopms MMKOINLLNH, COPOMAAYNCH Nepen Yy XKMu
NIOAbMWN CBOEI HEMOMI, ane iHaKLwe He Mir. Cnepca Ha Mosio4i 340POBI Newi
CWUHIB, | Ti BinbLe HeCnn Noro, SK NPoBagUIAN 00 ypaqy.



— Po3cTyniTbca, niogn! — 3aryno B rpomagi. — Buaute, xoporo seayThb.
Xopun 4oNnoBik npuixas, wWobm ronoc sigoaTwu.

— Bun, Mukono, 6e3ne4yHo Mornam goma cmaitn. Hac TyT, AMBITb, AKOro
HapoAay 3inwnocs. byne ronocis 4oCuTb.

— J1OCUTb 41 HE OO0CUTb, TOMO HIXTO HE MOXXe 3HaTW, a MeHi B rpobi
Crokoto He byno 6u, skbun 9 He 3pobuB TOro, WO A0 MEHE HANEXUTb, —

BiANOBIB MMKONULWINH, NepecTynakyun nopir.

kkk

— A Tenep cniwiTbCA, — roBOPUB, Cifatoym Ha3ad Ha Bi3, — CNiWiTbCA,
w06 XXMBOro 4OAOMY MPMBE3WN.

BHYK 3aTaB KOHi, i Bi3 NOKOTUBCSA 3 ropbka. Konuv nepeizgnam Koo CBOro
nons, MMKOAULWNH NiAHIC TSXXKi NOBIKW | BATATHYB PyKu, K 6mn iMm nocnnas
CBO€E 61aroCNOBEHHS.



