He 6yno we Takoro niTHLOro paHky, — xiba B)xe KaMiHHA 3 Heba,— w06
nin ApceH, npo3saHun bywneto, scnais goma. le tam! 9K Tinbkn Hag obpiem
3a>KeBpi€ BeNIMKa OOCBITHSA 30ps, BXKe ApCceH Ha Horax. lMovyenuTb Yepes
naeye cTapy WKipsHy Topby 3 NapeHnM 3epHOM Lo naxHe KyTeto (pubi Ha
npuHaay), ybrae B KnweHw Kpyray énswaHy 6aHOYKY 3 BEIMKUMN N1 MaNMK
pnbasibCbKMMM radkamu, BYJKN B PyKu | — rainga no pivku. Moe nomany, 6o,
SIK CaM Ka)Ke, HOMM BXXe He Ko3aubKi — 60s19Tb 04 CTapOoCTi.

A HapnBopi CBITAE 1 CBiTa€E. Ha iykax TyMaHeLb Npu caMil Tpasi
cTeneTbCs, Nenekn B340BX 6010Ta NOXOAXKATb — AK MAaTPOCK: Y HYOPHUX
WwTaHAX Ta 6inmx-npebinnx copovkax. NoxoaatoTb, MOXOOKaOTb Ha CBOIX
TOHKMX Ta AOBrMx Horax, NoOTiM, ANBUCH, i3HABCA KOTPUINCL, MOJIETIB, a B

4yepBOHOMY A3b06i — XkabeHa: AiTaAM CBOIM, nenevyeHATaM, CHiOaHOK MOHIC.

— ba! — ckaxxe Toai ApceH, 3agepLun rosioBy A0 Nenekn.— YXonus,
Ka)kew? Hy, Hecn, Hecu, NOroAyn CBOIX roJsIoNyLUbKIB...

| yumumnkye cobi pani. Byakm Ha nnedi KONMX-Koamx, radykm B 6aHoYU
6pA3b-6pA3b... Y)Ke 1 A0 pivkn Hepganeko. Bonorotw 3 nicy NnoTarno Ta
MOKPOIO MIMHOK 3 KPYHY.

Ha pidui Texx TymaH. Ta Takuin ryCcTtumm, Wwo n Bogn Kpisb HbOro He BUOHO,

a TiNIbKM 4yTW, SIK BOHa LLIeNensBuTb y Kylax Bepboao3y — Teydis CuibHa.

— Kaxu, kaxn! — 3akawnse ApceH, 60 BaXXKo NOMY y TyMaHi amxaTtu. A
3-Mig4 Kpydi KOTPUNCh paHHin pubanka:

— AHy, Oigy, He KawnanTe nnweHb, 60 BCcto puby noposraHseTe! —
KapTYE.

MocTo€ ApCeH TPOXU Hag Kpy4eto, MOroMOHUTL 3 pubankot Ta n
nokawnse gani. TinbkKN-Ho Bubyxae ApceH cBoe "kKaxu!", Tak nonepepn HbOro
ab0 COHHMI 3a€Ub MiJCKOYNTDL | ApeMeHe reTb, abo NpunyTeHb 3 rHi3ga



3ipBeTbCA, abo Benp 3/19KaHO XPOKHE 1 3aTPIlNTb CYXUM XMN3O0M, TiKalouyn...

BoAaTbCA NiCOBUKWM OiO0BOro KaLUJIto.

ITn ApceHoBi Hepganeko: oo Toro Micus, ge sepba y Boay Bnana, K BiH
6yB we monogun. Ynana Ta N AocCi Nexxntb, 60 Takn MiLHO BYenuaacs
KOPIHHAM 3a Kpy4y.

AKoi TinbkKn pnbun He BoanTbCA 6ing Toi Bepbu ainosoi! BaeHb comu-
ByCadi B KOp4aKyBaTOMY [ CNNATb, YHOYI BanslyBaTi NALWLYKM Ta AYXi, 9K
BOJIM, KOPOMM MOMIXK TUM FiNIIAM HAULLMOPATL, CMAaKYKO4YX BapeHe 3epHo, LWo
Moro Aig Ha AHO cunae ansa npuHagu. A BpaHui we v Npyaki kpacHonepi
B'A3i HABiAYIOTbCSA — TOX JIOBUTbLCA ApCEeHOBI pnbKa LLOOHNHWN.

TiNnbKM 0QHOro pasy He Nnpunwos bywnsa ao pivyku. Yci pubanku, wo
BYAWAN B TOW PaHOK, CTpax K 3aMByBanncs. MipkyBanun i CAK i Tak: MOXe,
3aHeay>XaB CTapuil, MoXXe, 3acrnas, 60 B TaKMx NiTax Ha 30pi TiJIbKU 1
CMNTbCA, @ BHOYI AYMKMN BCAKI B rOJIOBY Ni3yTbh Ta NpUBNAN — CTapeye

6e3CcoHHA. AXK BOHO He 3axBopiB ApCeH i He 3acnas.

A cTanocs oT Lwo.

BcTaBwn, 9K i 3aBXXAW, paHEHbKO, Npuxonue ApceH CBOE pubanbCbke
Ha4YMHHA Ta 1 NiwoB 3 aBopy. Ha Hebi, NoMiXX xmMapamu, we BUCiB 6rigun
Pi>KOK Micsus, a Ha cxoai BxKe Binina By3eHbKa CMy>XKa CBiTaHKY. ApceH
npuctons 6ina NoBiTKM, 0OMipKOBYHO4HX, WO NOro pobnTU: NPUNTN 0 PiYKK B
OTaKy paHb — MOMJaBKiB Ha BOAi Wwe He byne BUMAHO, 40 TOro X nonepeny
KpyTa 6anka. MNpo uto 6anky BiH 3a BCe CBOE XXUTTSA HAC/IyXaBCsa TaKnX
>KaxiB, L0 M 3apa3, Ha CTapocCTi, NnobotoBaBCSA BHOYI TiEl YOPHOI NMpipBU npun
caMin cTexui go piyku. To 6a4mnm B Hi BOBKA, L0 HIC Ha CMWNHI ArHS 3
KOJIFOCMNIBCbKOI KOLapW, TO 4y/n, 9K TaM LLOHOYI niakas abo perotas nyray
Ha CaMOTHbOMY BCOXJIOMY KJIEHOBI... ApCEH 3HaB, L0 BCe Te MOoro byTtwu,
3HaB i Te, WO CrpPaBXHin CTpax He Taku y>Ke N CTpaLLUHUN, K BUradaHUN.
ToXX, 3MipKyBaBLUW Tak, BUpiWnB iTK: Wwo byae, Te n byne. Kpyta banka
noYnHanacs ogpasy X 3a cesioM. Ha nigxoai oo Hei ApceH, ob3unBato4m cebe



"6oArysom" Ta "k Masiow QUTUHOK", CTULLINB XO4Y N CTyrnaB Manxxe
He4YyTHO. Micaub CTOAB HM3bKO, BXXE He 3a3upas y 6asky, TOMy B Hil
NaHyBasla TEMpPSBaA i Yainacsa AKkacb Hegobpa Tuwa. AXX panToM nornepeay,
Henofanik oa ApceHa, WoCb 3aBOBTY3M10CA 1 3awenecTino. Ctapun
3yNMHWUBCSA i, 3aTaMyBaBLWM Nogmnx, yn'sscsa o4nma B Te Micue, 3BiIKM YyJacs
BOBTY3HSA. He3abapom 3 6ankum BUNOB310 Ha CTEXKY WoChb bine, 9k wmat
MOMI0THA. 3aBMEPJI0 Ha XBWJIO, MOTiM 06epHyI0Ca Ha MiCLi 1 MOCYHY 0
NPOCTO Ha ApceHa. BigvyBatoum, K No CNuHi MypaxamMu nobir Mmopo3elb,
ApceH XyTKO CKMUHYB 3 MnJie4a ByZIKM 1 HacTaBuB ix nepep cebe.

— Hy-Hy! — cka3aB neab 4yTHO, 60 rybu nomy 3seno of ctpaxy.— lNaHan
CBOEIO A0OPOrol, M-Mapa HeutacHal

"Mapa" 3ynuHmnacs, npucTossia TPOXu i 3HOBY pyLuunia Ha ApceHa.

— CBAT, cBAT! — npoLwenoTiB CTapui 3a AaBHbLOI 3BUYKOIO | NO3a4KyBaB
— wBunawe, N weuawe, N weuawe. ToAi OKPYTHYBCA Ha OOHIN HO3i, Tak WO
nenBe He BMaB — HOM X TakKWM He Ko3aubKi,— 1 nobir go cena, pa3 no pa3
03MpatymnChb Ha Te bine 4yaoBUCbKO, OOKW MOro 1 30BCiM He CTasio BUAHO.

Binga KpanHix xaT 3yNUHMNBCL | LOBro ogxXeKyBaBCcA. TMM YacoM HaaBopi
MaKn>Xe reTb PO3BUAHINOCA, 3 AMMaPIB NOMIXK CagaMm TO TaM, TO TaM
nigHIManucs Bropy 4epBoHyBaTi HANPoOTU CXO4Y COHUA AUMU — 3aTONMUAN

ogn nevi.

— Lo »x To BOHO 3a Mapa byna? — cka3aB yrosoc ApceH i, mnoBarasLUNCh,
PYLLUUB CTEXXKOIO A0 PiYKN: MOXKe, NpuBep3sioca? Moxe, TaM HIYOro n He
B6yno? NpoTe He 3pobuB i AeCATU KPOKIB, K 3HOBY 3ynMHMBCSA: "Mapa"
MOBOJIEHBKM MOB3J1a MOMY Ha3yCTpiy... OCb BOHa BXe b6amx4de n 6anxye...
Llon — cTana, XpoKHyJla TUXEeHbKO. ApCeH NiaCTynuB A0 Hel KPOKiB 30 ABa,
TpUMa4m ByIKM HAMNOroToBi, MPNANBUBCA MUJIbHEHLKO | panToM 3aTinaBcs
04 XpUNKOro ctape4voro peroTty. To 6yna raseTa, NPOTKHYTa B KiJIbKOX

MiCUSAX CU3UMUN FONIKaMW, a 3-Mifg Hel CTPUMIB FOCTPUIN HXKayuni NNCOK.



— To ue ™1, napybye, naka€ew diga, re xX? — NOXJINHAYNCb PErOTOM,
BUMOBMB ApCceH.— Ha rHi3go cobi TarHew, 4m wo?

Ikak cepanTo XPOKHYB, 06MMHYB CTaporo 1 NoBoJlik raseTy A0 cena.
CnifloM 3a HUM, NOKNABLUN BYA0YKM Ha nJiede, NoTynusas i ApceH. o aka x
Tenepeyku pubosioBAs, K OHO BXXE COHLIE 3-3a Npyra BUXOMUI0CA, a [0

Piv4KKN LWe NTK Ta ntun!

— Yoro ue Tu CbOrofiHi Tak paHo BepHYBCA? — 3aMBYBaiacsa ApCeHunXa,
KoM ApCeH, MOoKJaBLUWN BYAKWN Ha KiJIOYKM Nif CTPIXOK, BUCUNAB KypsaM

BapeHe 3epHo.

— Ta...— cxoBaB 04i nig Kownatumm 6posamun ApceH.— Boaun npmnbyno
baraTo. Adkuin )xe KNboB, SK BoAa npubyae? Hiakoro...

| miwoB y xniBeub Ha CiHO AoCMNaTM HeJOCNaHOoI HOuI.



