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Po3pnin 1l

Cama B ByHrani

Konn Mepi JleHoKc npuixana oo MisenTBenty — Ma€eTKy CBOro
Asa0bKa, e BOHa Tenep Masa XWUTu, — TO BCiM, XTO 1l y TON MOMEHT
nobaums, 6yno 3po3ymino: in TyT yce He nogobaeTbca! | ue byna
lWMpa npasaa. YABiTb IMWEHb XyOOpasBe HacyrnJeHe aiBya,
XBOpoOMBe 1 HEMPUCTYMNHE Ha BUINA4, 3 PiEHbKUM PYyCABUM

BOJIOCCAYKOM Ta 6e3)KMBHMM BOCKOBUM JINYKOM — oLie i byna Mepi.

Mepen TUM 9K MOTPaNUTK CloAW, AiBYNHKA »XWa B IHAOIT — TaMm
BOHa Hapoawnacs i supocna. lNMpasna, 3 nepwmnx AHIiB XUTTS i
nepecnigysana ofgHa xsBopoba 3a Apyrow — 3BiACK Len
He340p0BUM KONIp 06an44S.

BaTbko Mepi npautoBaB B aHIMIMCbKOMY KOJIOHISAJIbBHOMY YPS 4.
YonoBik caM YacTeHbKO csiabyBaB, a No3a TUM 3aBXAMN MaB Kyny
CcrpaB, TOMY AOHLKOI He 3anMaBcs. A 0Cb MaTW Masiol byna ayxxe
>KBaBa i Bpo4JiMBa XiHKa, Ta Ii LikaBuan nule Be4vipku, po3Baru i
TOBapUCTBO raJlIAaHTHMUX MOJIOAUX YONOBIKIB. LI KpacyHsa 30BCiM He
XOTiNla AUTUHN, | KoM Hapoaunacs Mepi, Bcto TypboTy Npo Hel MaTun
nepekiana Ha HAH-IHOYCKY. HAHi (aKy B IHAOIT Ha3mMBatoTb As) oann
3pO3yMiTU: SKLLO BOHa xo4e goroanTtn mem Carib, To6To 6inin naHi,
TO Ma€e TpMaTU OUTUHY SKOMora gani Big i o4en. OTOX AUTUHY
Bigpa3y v 3abpanu Big MaTepi. 3peLuToto, AiBYMHKA pocia, rnovasna
XOAUTW, Ta Het i fani HIXTO He uikasuBcsd. OuTnHa pocna



cnabocwunoto, 60 4acTo xBopina. Hacnpaeai Mepi i He 3Hana HiKoro 3
pigHUX: Big Nnepwmnx OHiB BoHa 6ba4vuna nepen coboto nuwe

cMarnsase obnmyya Al Ta iHWKX CAyr-iHAYCiB.

Ockinbku cnyru gobpe nam'atanm, wo mem Carib gyxe
po3cepamB 61 AUTAYUN NJ1ay YU KPUK, TO 3aBXON Y BCbOMY
noTypanan Manin rocnoguHi: AuTuHa pobuna Bce Wo xoTina. OToX
KOJIN OiBYMHKA MaJsia 3asie[Be WiCTb POKIB, TO 3 HEl B)Xe CTaJla Taka
Masia AecnoTKa M eroicTka, Wo apyroi Takoi we tpeba 6yno
nowykaTu. Monoga ryBepHaHTKa, Ky 3anpocuin 3i caMmoi AHril,
o6 HaB4YMna Mepi YmTaTK i NIMCaTK, NPOCTO HE BUTPMUMaANa 3 HELO i
3a TpW Micaui noixana Hasag. MNoTiM NpuKa>Xanu n iHLWi
ryBEpPHaHTKW, ajie BOHU TiKaau LWe weunaule, Hix rnepwa. Akbu oto
Mepi caMa He 3axoTijfla HaBYNTUCH YUTaTKW, TO TaK i nmwmnaca 6

HENUCbMeHHO, 60 3MyCUTK i HIXTO 6 He 3Mir.

Togi, konn ue ctanocs, Mepi 6yno BXxe 0eB'aATb POKiB. 3paHKy
BOHa NPOKUHYACA Yy NOraHOMy HaCTPOIl — LiJly HiY CTOS1a XKax/1MBa
cneka, — i noba4vunna, Wo npu Ni>KKy Ha Hel Yekae He A, a AKacb
iHWa cny>XHuus. Big uboro giB4nHKa e 6inblue Bnana y rHis.

— Tw 4oro npunwna? — HakKnHyslaca BOHa Ha XiHKY. — f He

xo4y Tebe. MMign i ckaxku, wob npunwina mos As.

XiHKa reTb nepenskanacs i 3aTUHAYNCb BUMOBWJIIA, WO As
NnpUUTY He 3MoXXe. Toai po3ntodeHa Mepi 3ipBanacsa 3 nikka i JaBau
6T Ta WTypxaTn cnyxHUULO. bigonalwHa He 3Hana Kyan nNoaiTmcs
| Ve NoKipHO NoBToOptoBaa, WO As HiISK He Moria npumuTn 40 Mic

Carib (6inoi maHaAHKN).

Town paHOK BUOABCA reTb HE3BUYHUN. BCe Nwno He Tak, aK
Tpeba. 3i cnyr He Byno ManxKe HIKOro, Hy a Ti, KOTpux Mepi BCTUrna
nobaynTun, NpowMnryeaam Hibu NoKpagbKun, a B 04axX y HUX CBITUBCSA

cTpax. [MpoTe i1 HIXTO HIYOro He Ka3as. Ad Tak i He 3'ABunacs.



OTOX Big caMmoro paHky Mepi 3asimwnnacsa retb cama. Bpew Ti BOoHa
niwna y cag i ctana tam 6aBuTMUCA Nig 4epeBoM, LLO pocsio nobiy
BepaHAW. [liB4MHKA HaropHyna Kynky 3emsi i npnbpana ii aCkpaBo-
4yepBOHUMUK KBiTaMu ribickyca, Hibu ue ii knymba. BogHo4vac i Bce
binbwe po3bupana 3nicTb, TOMy Mepi yBecb 4ac bypmoTina cobi nig,

HiC Te, Wo cka)ke Caifi, Xxan TiIbKN Ta HATPaNUTb 1A Ha Oui:

— CBuHsa! CeuHs! CBMHIOKa! — noBTOptoBasia BOHa, 60 nobpe
3Hafa, Wo AN iHayca ue Hanbinbla Ha CBiTi obpa3a, Ko Noro
Ha3MBalOTb CBUHELD.

TyT Mepi no4vyna, Wwo Ha BepaHAy Bunwwna it Matu. Pa3zom 3 Heto
6yB BpoOMBUIA MONoanin odilep. BoHn cToAnn Ha BepaHA, |
PO3MOBASAN CTULLEHNM TOHOM. Mepi KOMIMCb y>Xe Yyna, o TOoWn
MOJI0O QUK HellofaBHO npuixaB ctoan 3 AHrnii. [liB4MHKA KOB3HY1a Mo
HbOMY MOrAA40M, a AaNi B3saaacs po3rasaaT CBOO Mamy. Mepi-60
Tak pigko ii 6a4nna, wo, gk i cnyrm, npo cebe Ha3mBana ii He
iHakKWwe sk meMm Carib. [is4nHui oy>ke nogobanocs, aK Mama
BOAranacs. Y Hel 3aBXam bynum Taki 4ygoBi N1aTTa 3 HaUerwmnx
TKaHWH, @ Ha HMX NMOBHO MePEXNB. XBUJ1i LLOBKOBUCTOIO BOJIOCCS
craganu XiHui Ha niedi, Ha MunosBuaHoOMy o064y BUAINAANCA

BEJINKI XXBaBi 04i i MasIeHbKUN KNpPNaTuin HOCUK.

LUboro pa3y Mama Takox byna BbpaHa AoyXe BULWIYKAHO, NMpoTe
BUrNAL4 1l CBIAYMB, WO XiHKa CTpaleHHO HanskKaHa. BoHa 3

TpUBOrow amennaca Ha MoJioguKa.

— HeBXxe BCce Tak noraHo? Hee)xe Hi4oro He MOXXHa 3pobuTin?

— noYyna Mepi il NIUTaHHA.

— Lle »axn1mBo, — CXBMJIbOBAHO BiAMOBIB MOIOANK, — XKaXJIUBO,

Micic JleHoKC. Bu we gBa TUXKHI TOMY Maiv BUIXaTW B FOPW.

Mewm Carib 3anamana pyku.



— Ox, 3Haw! — BUrykHyna soHa. — OT, oTpuMasia 3anpoLleHHs
Ha Ty BeYepto, TOMy i 3anuwmnnacs. Aka X g byna gypHa!

Y U0 MUTb 3 XaTUHKW, Oe XUAW CNyrn, 0OJIMHYB CTPaLHNIA
CToriH. XKiHKa cxonuna odiuepa 3a pyky. Y Mepi mypaluku

MOMOB3J1M MO CMWHI. A CTOFOHW He BraBasu.

— Wo ue? Lo ue? — HansskaHo BMMOBW/IA MicCic JIeHOKC.

— XTOCb nomMep, — BIAMOBIB Moo ANN odiLep i NOXnTas
ronosoto. — Micic JIeHOKC, BU He Ka3anu, WO enigemisa Bxe
nobpanacsa 0o Bawmx CAyr.

— 51 caMa He 3Hana! — CKpuKHyna y Big4vai mem Carib. — Xogim!
XoaiMm! — i XiHKa noTdarna ogiuepa B AiM.

Micna Toro, wo BOHa noyyna, oo Mepi ginwno, wo aisnocs
[0BKOJ1a. B okonvui nowvpunaca cTpalwiHa enigemisa xonepu i niogn
FMHYNU 9K Myxun. Ti€El HOYi 3axBopinia TakoX 1 A9 — i 3a Kisibka
rognH nomepna. Came TOMy C/yrn y XxaTUHLi 3a1eMeHTyBan Bif
cTpaxy. [lo KiHUS OHA NOMepJio We TPOE iHAYCiB, pewlTa Bnaav B
NaHiky. A xosiepa TUM 4YaCOM KOCWJIa toaei no BCix byHranax.

Y Tomy 6e3nagai i xaoci Mepi npocTo 3abunacsa y CBo KiMHaTY.
Bci npo Hel 3abynn. HiXTo He 3aX0amMB A0 Hel, HIXTO He KJIMKaB.
HiB4nHKa He B6ayvnna, Wo AIETbCA AOBKOMA. Mepi cnepwy nnakana,
NoTiM 3acuHana i cnana. Bce, wo in 6yno BigomMo — wo nogun
XBOPIOTb | BMMpatoTb. Mpo ue CBigYnMnn cTpawHi KpUKK, Wo pas-y-
pa3 oosiMHanu 4o Hel.

BpewTi giB4MHKa Takn HaBa)kmnacs i Bubpanacs 3 KiMHaTW.
BoHa niwna y iganbHio, 60 xoTina ictu. Tam Bce Byno po3kKnaaHo,
Hibn ntoan 0To y Nocnixy po3birnncs, HaBiTb He CKiH4YMBLUKM ObBigaTw.

AiB4nHKa 3'ina Tpoxm PPYKTiB i MeymBa, ToAi 3ax0Tizia NUTK |



nigcyHyna oo cebe Hanbnm>xdy HanoBHEHY CKIAHKY. Tam Byno
BMHO, asie Mepi uboro He 3Hana, 60 CMakKyBaJi0 BOHO IK COJIOAKUN
BUHOrpaaHUN Cik. BoHa Bununa Bce, a To4i I Ay>Ke 3axoTifoca
cnaTtw. [liB4MHKa nense gobpanacs A0 CBOEI KiMHATK, 3a4MHUIa 3a
coboto aBepi, nNarna B JIXKKO i MiLLHO 3acHyna.

MpokKunHynacsa Bxe 3paHky. Y byHrani naHyesana Tuwa. He 4yTHO
6yno aHi 3ByKy. Mepi Takoro He nam'atana: y Hux-6o0 3asxaun 6yno
noBHO Nogen. [liB4nHKa nogymana, wo cayru we cnasate. Mepi
nexxana B NIKKY i guBuniacsa Ha cteno. Likaeo, xTo Tenep byae ii
HOBOIO HAHelo, konm Caiga nomepnsa? Mo)ke, HoOBa HAHSA 3HaTUMe
AKICb HOBI Ka3ku, 60 Ti, AKi i1 po3nosigana HAHA Caiga, Mepi Bxe
AaBHO Habpunann.

Pi4 y TiM, W0 Mic JIeHOKC He HaATo nepenmasiaca CMepTHo CBOEI
AornananbHULUI: OiBYMHKA Hi 40 KOO He BUABASAA CMIBYYTTS.
TypboTu i CTparKgaHHSA iHWKX Nogen aHITPIWKKW Tl He 3BOpYyLUYBaW.
CTOroHu i Kpukn ii nMwe Hansakanu, a we Mepi 6byna po3rHisaHa, 60
3paHKy A0 Hel 3HOBY HIXTO He NpPMALWOB. 34aBanocs, BCiMm 6yno
H6angy»xe, WO BOHa OTO CaMa TyT Yyeka€. CnpaBai: y NaHili HiXTo He
3ragas, Wo y byaunHKy Lwe € MasieHbkKa AiB4nHKa. Konu Ha nogen
nafa€ Taka CTpallHa nowecTb, TO 3@ CTPAaXOM BOHU He TAMAATb
HIKOro i HiYOro: eguHa AyMKa — §K ypATyBaTUCAa caMuMm. Ta rapasg,
AKLLO Y>Ke He YyTU XKOOHUX KPUKIB, 3Ha4YNTb, X0Jiepa BiACTynuna,
BinbLle HIXTO He XBOpPIiE — BpeLUTi XTOCb HAaNeBHO MNPO Hel 3rajac i
npunae croau.

Ta 4Yac MUHaB, a HiXTo Tak i He 3'aBnascA. Pantom Mepi no4vyna
AKUNCb WYPXIT Ha LMHOBLI. BoHa rnsHyna BHM3 i nobaymna
MaJieHbKYy 3MiNKYy 3 6/IMCKY4MMM MOB HAMUCTUHKM o4MMa. Mepi He
3naKanacs, 60 3Hana, Wo us 3MilkKa HEOTPYMHA | HE BXanuTb ii.
3peLwToro, BUrnaaano, wo ta 3absykana i HaMaraeTbCa 3HaUTU
3BiaCcw BMxia. HacTynHoI MUTI 3MiKa cnpaBAi HaniTkana WiJIMHKY

npwn oBepsax i BACZU3HYyNA 3 KIMHATW.



— 9K TYT AMBHO, i 30BCiM TUX0, — CKa3aJsa cobi AiB4nHKa. —
30a€eTbCA, Hibn y ByHrani HIKOro He 3aANWKAO0CS, TiIbKK A Ta

3MiNKa.

| TYT BOHa no4yyna KpokKm — cnepLuy Ha rnoasip'i, a Aani Ha
BepaHAi. Jani LONMNMHYNN HU3bKiI YON0BIYi ros10oCK. YON0BIKUW YBINLWLIIN
B OyHrano, ofAHaK HiIXTO HE BUNLLOB IM Ha3yCTpi4, HIXTO He
npuBiTascs. byno 4yTHO, AK BOHM 06Xx04unmM BCi KiMHATK, ane HiKkoro

He 3Hanwawn.

— HaneBHO, HIXTO He BMXUB, — CYMHO BUMOBWB OAIVH i3 HUX. —
Aknn xxax! Taka byna rapHa xiHka! [lymato, AUTUHA TaKOX
nomepna. d 4ys, Wo y HUX 6yna autuHa. MNMpasaa, HiXTo il He 6a4uB..

Mepi 3icTpubHyna 3 ni>kka i cTana nocepen KiMHaTh, 60 BXe
3rosiogHina i 6yna posgpaToBaHa, WO A0 HEI HIXTO HE MPUALIOB. TyT
ABepi BiAYMHUANCSA | HA NOopo3i 3'aBunoca ABo€ odiuepis. OgHOro 3
HUX — OTOro BUCOKOIO i KpEME3HOIO MNOJIKOBHUKA — AiBYMHKA
3HaNa: BiH KONUCb Npuxoame fo ii 6aTbka. MMoNnKoBHUK OyB
cTomneHunn i ctypboBaHun, NpoTe AK TiNbKW ii y34piB, TO Bif

HecrnofiBaHKM a>k BiACaxHYyBCH.

— BbapHi! — cKpuKHyB BiH. — Ta TyT auTtunHa! AnTnHa, cama! Y
TakoMy cTpawHoMy Micui! Cnasa bory, BoHa »usa! Tn xTo?

— 91 — Mepi JlIeHOKC, — cepaunTo BiATANa AiBYMHKA. |i gyxe
Bpa3uso, WO NOJIKOBHUK Ha3BaB ByHraso ii 6aTbKiB "cTpalHNM
Micuem". — Bci 3axBopinm Ha xonepy, a A4 xXoTisla cnaTu i 3acHyna.

TinbKn Tenep NpokKuHynacs. YoMy HiXTO He NPUALLOB 40 MeHe?

— Lle Ta miBYMHKA! — BUIryKHYB MOJIKOBHWK, 3BEPTAOYMUCh A0

CynyTHMKa. — Mpo Hel npocTo 3abynu!



— Yomy ue npo MmeHe 3abynn? — cnmutana Mepi, TynHyBLUW
Horoto Big obpasn. — Yomy?

Monoaui oinep, Wwo MaB Ha iM'a bapHi, CyMHO NOAMBUBCA Ha
Hel i YacTo 3akinae o4YuMa. Mepi 30as10CH, WO BiH XOTIB TakK

npmuxoesaTn CJ1IbO3W.

— biponawHa! — BUMOBUB BiH. — TyT HEMaA Hi O4HOI XXMBOT AyLUi

— XTO X Mir npunTtn oo tebe?

Ocb Tak Mepi poBiganacs, wo y Hei binble HeMae Hi 6baTbKa, Hi
MaTepi: BOHN 3aXBOPIJIN Ha XOJiepy i MOMepJIn LLiEl HOYi, KOJIN BOHa
MiLLHO Crasa. 3paHKy iX y>Xe BCTUI N noxosaTun. Cnyru-ingycu, —
TUX KiNbKa, WO 3aJIMWWINCA XNBUMW, — B NaHili po3birnncs,
3aMWMBLLIN AiM Hanpu3eoagauwe. HiXTo 3 HUX HaBiTb He 3razaB Mpo
ManeHbky mic Carib. Ocb YoMy TyT BysI0 Tak TUXO: OKPIM Hel Ta Ti€l

MaJIeHbKOI 3MiKK, Y UiloMy ByHrani He 3aNnUWna0Ca Hi AyLui.

Po3pin 2

A-mic-Mepi-Bi4HO-MPOTH

Lle npaBaa, Wwo Mepi BBa>kasla CBOK MaTip Ay>Xe rapHOIo i
nobuna nigrnagaTtv 3a HeElK, 9K O0TO ToAi Ha BepaHAi. Ta HacnpasAi
BOHa Ay>Xe MaJsio 1i 3Hana, TOMy He ANBHO, L0 AiBYMHKA aHi He
Big4yBana A0 Hei noboBun, aHi He cymyBasia, KOau Ta nomepna. A
B3arani Mepi 3Bukna gymaTtn nepepnosciMm npo cebe. Akbu BoHa
Byna Tpoxu cTapwa, To Te, WO 3aMWniacsa CMpoToto, Masio bun
Heabusak il cTypbysaTun. Ane, no-nepwe, Mepi byna e MmaneHbka,
no-apyre — xo4a Npo Hel He nikayBanncsa 6aTbkn, To 4OBKOA
3aBxaun 6ynm cnyrun, ki BAKOHyBasin BCe, L0 BOHA XOTiNa, TOX
AiB4YMHKa cobi ragana, wo Tak byne 3aBxan. EgmHe, Wo ii 3apa3
LiKaBuio, TO L& KYAW BOHa NOTPanuTb i 4m 3Moxxe gani pobutu yce,



O 11 3aMaHeTbCA, AK e 6yno 3 A€o Ta iHWKMN CllyraMn y IXHbOMY
JOMi.

Cnepluy AiBYMHKY nepesBe3niny AiM MICLLEeBOro aHrincbKoro
cBAWeHMKa. Ane in TyT yce He nogobanocs. MNactop 6yB 6igHUN |
MaB N'ATepo rasacjamBux AiTen, aKi NOCTIMHO racasu no uisiomy
OyHrani i Buanpanm ogHe B 04HOro 3 pyk 3abaBku. Mepi 3HeBa>kana
iIXHE CTapeHbKke BbpaHHS, iXHE CKpOMHe ByHr'ano i 3 ycima
TpUManacs HacCTiNbKN 3BEPXHbO, WO BXE Ha APYrviAd OeHb HIXTO He
xoTiB 3 Heto 6aBuTUCA. Kpim TOro, Aitn Buraganm ang Hei

npi3BuUCbKO. Le ayxe po3snotuio Mepi.

Mpi3BMCbKO Npuaymas be3nn — Tak 3Basin CUHLOOKOIO
XJI0M4YMKa 3 KNpnaTuM HOCMKOM. Mepi noro NnpocTo 3HeHaBuAaina.
BoHa came 6aBmnaca nig nepeBoM, K y TOW A€Hb, KON
NOBifanacs npo xoJsiepy: Hacunaja Kyrnkamm 3eMso i poburna nomixk
HUMUW CTEXKWN, K Y KBITHUKaxX. be3un niginwos i cTas Hafj Helo, a

ToLi 3aroBOPMUB:

— Jlinwe Hacun KaMiHHA — 6yayTb Taki cobi ripkn, — cka3as
xnoneub. — OCb TyT, NocepeaviHi, — i BiH Haxnnmecs, wob

nokKasaTu.

— AHy 3abupancsa 3Bigcn! — ckpukHyna Mepi. — A He xo4y
basuTnca 3 xnonuamu. 3abumpancs!

Ha akycb mnTb be3wnn po3cepamnscs, a TOLI B3ABCS Il AParKHUTK
— TakK, K BMiB Lie pobuTun 3i cBOIMM cecTpamun. BiH nycTnsecs B

TaHOK, KOPYMB MiHW, BUCMiBYBaB i peroTas:

A Mic Mepi Bi4HO npoTu!

| wo pocTe B cany ii?



Byasik nuw, Kykinb Ta ocoTu,

| NOBHO CKpi3b TYT KPOMMBW.

Lle noyynu iHWi gitn i pago nigxonunw. LWo 6inbwe
ApaTtyBasiaca Mepi, TO 3aB3ATille BOHW BUCNIBYBan OTY
Apa>KHUKY. Micna uboro i Ha3uBann He iHakwe ak "A-Mmic-Mepi-

BiYHO-NPOTU" — i B OYi, i N03a oM.

— Ckopo Tu noigew Big Hac, — BpeLWTi cka3as in beswnn, — 1o

Byne B KiHUi TUXXHA. M1 BCi Ay>Xe TilLMMOCH.

— 4 Takox, — Bigpizana Mepi. — e A byany xutu?

— BoHa HaBiTb He 3Hae ge! — npe3upnmBo KNUHyB be3un. — B
AHrnii, oe x iwe. Tam xunee Hawa 6abycsa. Mosa cecTtpa Menbn
i3aMna Ao Hel MMHYIOro poky. Ane Tu noigew He Ao 6abyci. Y Tebe
6abyci Hema. Ty noigelw 0o CBOro AsiAabkKa. BiH Ha3MBaeTbCA MicTep
Ap4nbang KpenseH.

— 4 HiYOro Npo HbLOro He 3Hato, — BigKa3ana Mepi.

— lMeBHO, WO He 3HaEw, — He BraBas be3un. — Tu B3arani
HiYOro He 3Haew. Bci giB4aTa Taki. A 9 0Cb 4yB: TaTO 3 MaMOIO
roBOpWAN NPO TBOro AsabKa. BiH XKuBe y Be/IMKOMY CTape3HoMY
OyaonHKY Ha ceni. Tyamn HiIXTO HaBiTb 6/IM3bKO HEe NiaXxoanTb. TBin
OA0bKO TaKUM 3/IMIA, LWLO HIKOro He Mnianyckae A0 CBOro MaETKy, ane

XTO 61 80 HLOro NWOB? Y HbOro ropb, BiH CTpawHMN!

— 4 106i He Bipto! — BUrykKHyna Mepi n obepHynacs A0 HbOro
CMWHO0, @ ToAi 3aTynna nanbusaMm Byxa, He Baxkatoum binbLue

HIYOro 4yTw.



Ane noTiMm BOHa wWe aosro obaymyeana Te, WO Cckasas be3sun. A
BBeYepi Micic Kpochopa, Apy>X1Ha nacTopa, NnosigoMunia, Wo yepes
KinbKa AHiB Mepi nonavee Ao AHrAii 4O CBOro Asanbka, Mictepa
Apuynbanga KpeneeHa, SKuin Xxuse y Mi3enTBeMTCbKOMY Ma€ETKY.
HiBYMHKa cnpurHAna 3BICTKY i3 No3ipHOto Banay»icTio,
HamMaral4ncb He BUAaTWn CBOIX No4vyTTiB. Micic KpoBdopa
cnpobysana 6yno ii nouinysaTun, Ta AiBYMHKA BiABepHynacs. Mictep
KpoBdopna nvwe nereHbKo norseckas il No rnsjevi, ane n ue He
3MiHW0 BMpa3y obany4sa Mepi.

— BoHa Taka HerapHa, — i3 )xasieM BUMoBMIa Micic KpoBgopa,
kKonu Mepi niwna. — [i MmaTn Byna Hanpo4vyn BPOA/MBa XiHKa | Mana
4yOoBi MaHepu, a ocb Mepi Bce pobuTb HaBnaku. LiTn HaBiTb
npo3uBatoTh I "A-Mic-Mepi-Bi4HO-NpoTN". 3BICHO, Le He AyXXe rapHo
3 IXHbOro 60Ky, asie BOHa TakK 3BE€pPXHbO NOBOAUTHLCSA... He MOXy
LLbOro 3pO3yMiTW.

— HanesHo, Ak6u ii CBiTCbKa MaMa-KpacyHa 6ofan Tpoxm
3arManacsa Mepi, a He TiSibkK CBOIMU BedipKkaMu, TO AiBYMHKA MOr/ia
6 4Yorocb HaBYMTUCA. NoAYMATU TiNbKW, HIXTO B3arai He 3HaB, WO Yy

Hel € UTUHa, — 3aBBaXKMB MicTep KpoBdopa.

— Tak, BOHa reTb 3aHenbana AOHbKY, — CKPYLUHO 3iTXHyNa
Mmicic Kposhopa. — Kosim He CTano HAHI-IHOYCKK, TO Mpo Many
npocTo 3abynn. Cnyrn NoBTiKanw, a ii MOKNHYIN HaNnpuU3BOaALLE
CaMy-CaMiCiHbKY Yy TOMY CTpallHoMy 6yHrasi. MonkoBHUK Mak-I py
Ka3ag, Lo NOMY MaJlo cepue He BUCKOYWIIO0 3 rpyaeil, Koav 0To

noba4ymB ANTUHY CaMy B KiMHaTI.

Yepes Kinbka aHiB Mepi pywnna y Tpmsaay noLopox 40 CaMoi
AHr NIl pa3oM 3 JPY>XUHOIO 04HOI0 aHrNinCbKoro ogilepa, KoTpa
Be3J1a CBOK AOHbLKY i CMHa Yy MaHCioH. XKiHKa MaJsia LOCUTb KJI0NOoTYy
3i CBOIMU AiTbMW, TOMY 3 NOJIErUEHHAM 3iTXHYJ1a, KOJIN BOHW BpeLUTi
nobpanuca po JloHaoHa. Tam BoHa nepepnana Mepi eKkoHOMU
MicTepa KpenseHa, sika 3ycTpina ix, WonHo Kopabenb



npuwBapTyBaBCsa L0 NpuUcTaHi. EKOHOMKY 3Basin Micic Mepnok.
BoHa BiggaBHa npautoBana y MizentBenTCbKOMY Ma€eTKy. Lle 6yna
onacucTa YepBOHOLLLOKA XKiHKa 3i )XBaBUMW KapuMun o4mMa, BbpaHa
y ICKpaBO-4epBOHE MNNaTTs, YOPHY LLOBKOBY HAaKNAKY 3 TOPOYKAMMU i
4YopHMI Kanop (ronosHu ybip, Wo 3aB'A3yeTbcs nig 6oponoto) 3
OKCaMUTOBUMUN KBiTaMU, TaKOX YEePBOHUMU, SKi BOPYLUMANCS, KOJIN
BOHa pobuna HanMeHWw N pyx. Mepi Bce y Hin He nogobanocs.
3pewTolo, Micic Mepnok He HaaTo nNepenManacs il 4yMKoto.

— YecHe c/10BO, HEMa Ha WO NoamBnTuUCa! — cKasana Micic
Mepnnok. — KaxkyTb, 1l MaTn Byna KkpacyHsa. A Masa 30BCiM B Hel He
BOaJslacsd, npasaa, Mem?

— Mo>ke, BOHa CTaHe rapHiwa, konm supocte, — fobpoayLHo
BiAKa3asa oilepcbka ApYy>KuHa. — ity AyXKe 3MiHIOITbCA.
MpocCcTO 3apa3 B HEl TaKe XKOBTE JINYKO | HAaCyrnJeHnn BUrnsaa.

— Hy, Toai in Tpeba ay>xe CUIbHO 3MIHUTUCA, — BiQMNOBINA MiCiC
Mepnok. — A B Mi3enTBenTi He 3HAO YN TO BOACTLCA — 5 BaM

Kaxxy!

XiHKK cCamMe CTOSNMN Y KOPUAOPI NPUBATHOIO roTenunky, oe
3YMUHUANCA Ha Hid, | po3moBnsanun, 60 6ynm nesHi, Wo AiBYMHKA X He
no4vye. Mepi ctosina Tpoxu Bigaanik 6ing BikHa i anBMnacs, sK
npoiKa>Xanun aBTobycu, kebu, Sk Nnpoxoonnm N0amn, ogHaK BOHa BCe
ny>xe nobpe dyna. Tenep AiB4YMHKA i CaMa He 3Hana, WO il YeKaeE.
Kyaou BoHa ige? Lo ue 3a micue? Lo 3a noguHa i 4aabko? Heexe
Yy HbOIrO CripaBAi Ha cnvHi rop6? [loci BOHa Hikoan He Ba4vuna

PanTtom Mepi 4n He BnepLle B XXUTTi 3aMuUcaniaca Hag TuUM, Lo
BOHa 3aBXAun 6yna Hiumsa, HaBiTb KON 6aTbKO 3 MaTIP'lO WEe XUN.
IHWi giTn, Hanpuknag, 4iTW TOro CBALWEHMKa, e in 4oBenocs

NPOBECTM KiNbkKa AHiB, Manun 6aTbKiB, i 6aTbkn Bynn pa3zom 3 HUMMN.



Biokosnm He cTano il HAHI — €QUHOT NI0ONHKU, KA NMPOBOAMIIA 3 HEID
4yac, AiBYMHKA He pa3 BifgyyBaJjla CaMOTHICTb. Booma y Hel 6ynu
CNyru, BOHa Mafa Xy W ogar, NnpoTe HixTo ii He nbue. Ha Xanb,
NOpyY He BUABMIOCS HIKOro, XTO Mir 61 NOACHUTY T 0gHY NPOCTY
pi4: He nbnATb il HanbinbLie Yepe3 Te, WO BOHa CaMa A0 BCiX
CTaBUTbLCSA BOPOXXE, BCIM CyrnepeymnTb i BCiX 3HEBaXKa€. Tak-Tak,
Mepi Morna BUCMISITU | MPUHU3UTN KOO 3aBrofHO, ajie 30BCiM He

BMiJla LLbOro 3a coboto BMU3HaBaTMW.

Ocb i 3apa3 Mepi B ayMKax nepebupana BCe, WO i1 HE
nopobanocs y micic Megnok: npoctaubke 4epBoHe 061n44s,
XKaxnMBuM Kanop Ta iHwe. Ha Apyrun AeHb BOHN MOKUHYIV roTesb i
BUPYLIUAN 00 NopKlunpy. [liB4MHKa ilWna 40 BaroHy, HaMara4mncs
TpYMaTUCa AKOMOra gani Bia micic Mennok: BoHa, 6a4yTe, He XoTina,
abu xTocb Nnogymas, Hibn UA oneubKyBaTa HEKpPACKBa XiHKa — i

MaTWn.

Ane Mmicic MeanoK He HaATo UMM nepenmanacs. ii Henerko 6yso
36UTK 3 NaHTENNKY, OTOXK 3BEPTATU yBarn Ha Taki pedi BOHa He
36bupanacsa. Micic Meonok i Tak He ay>xe xoTina ixaTu 3apa3 Ao
NloHpoHa, 60 y ui aHi BUXoanna 3aMix AOHbKa ii pigHOi cecTpwm,
Mapii. Ta y Hei 6yna cnokinHa poboTa 3 fobpoto onnaTow y
MizenTBeMTCbKOMY MA€ETKY, a €AVNHUIN CNOCib 1I BTpMaTn —
BUKOHYBATKU Te, WO Kaxke MmicTtep Apumnbang KpenseH. BoHa Hikonun

He Ba>XWjlaCb CTaBUTHU VIOMy AKICb NMUTAHHSA, He Te Wo nepeynTin.

MNepepn Buizgom fo JloHooHa micTep KpenBeH 3aKnKaB il 4o
cebe i KOPOTKO NOBIJOMMUB:

— KaniTaH JIeHOKC i MOro Apy>XvHa rnomepnau sig xosepu B IHAI,
— CKa3aB BiH CBOIM 3BMYHUM CyXnUM TOHOM. — KaniTtaH 6yB pigHUM

BpaToM MOET APy XMHM | Tenep S ONiKyBaTUMYCb IXHbOIO OOHbLKOIO.



OTOX Micic Mepfnok crnakyBaJsia CBOIO Bani3Ky i pywunia B
[opory.

Y BaroHi HabypmoceHa Mepi 3abunacs B KyTuk. YuTaTh BOHa He
Mana wo, AMBUTUCS Y BIKHO ByNo HewlikaBo, 0TOX AiBYMHKA CKJlana
Ha KOJ1iIHAX TOHEHbKI py4YeHsTa y YOpPHUX pyKaBMYKax i Tak
3acTurna, BTyNnMBLWINUCH MOrIS40M B O4HY TO4YKY. YOpHe NiaTTAYKO i
YOPHWI KanesilowoK 3 Kpernom wie binblie nigkpecnioBanu ii

6e3>XK1BHe BOCKOBE JINYKO.

Micic Mennok akKuincb Yac no3upana y il 6ik, ane Mepi He MiHANa
no3u. gk ctaTys!

"Takoi QUBHOT ONTUHU S We He Baymna", — nogyMana Micic
Mepnnok.

BpelwTi XXiHKa He BUTpUMana i CyBopo 3arosopuia L0 Hel:

— Oymato, mato To6i gewo po3nosiCTH, Kyan Mn ineMo, —
CKa3afla BOHa. — Twu WOoChk Yysia Npo CBOro Asaabka?

— Hi, — 6anpgyxxe Bignosina Mepi.

— BaTbKO Y1 MaTn HIYOro NPO HbOrO HE FOBOPUIN?

— Hi, — HeBooBoONeHO Bigpizana Mepi. BoHa 3HoBY 3ragana, o
6aTbKO 3 MaTIip't0 HIKOJIN 3 HEKD HE PO3MOBJIAN, HIYOrO He

po3nosiganu.

— 'Mm, — npobypmoTina micic Meanok, po3aAnBASIOYNUCH i
HaxMypeHe /IN4Ko. [liB4MHKA MOBYasia, TOXK €KOHOMLL HIiYOro He

3a/1MWwanocsa K posnosigaty gani:



— MeBHO, Mywy Tebe nonepeanTun: Micue, ae Tn bygew tenep

XXUTKW, TPOoXu ameHe. Kaxy, abn Tn 6byna roTtosa.

Mepi He obizBanacs. Ii 6anayxicTb Taku 34MBYyBana Micic
Mepnok, ane xiHka Habpana y rpyav noBsiTps i Bugana 4eprosy
nopuito iHpopmauii:

— 3Ha€ELW, CaM MaETOK OO0CUTb BeNMKUiA. Focnogap, Mictep
KpenBeH, HUM MULLIAETLCA, afie OyANHOK A0CUTb CTapun i
noxmypui. loMy BXe WiCTb CTONITL 4 i Binblue, a CTOITh BiH Ha
Kpato nyctuuia, oT. bByAMHOK BeNnYe3HMA: TaM AecCb CTO Pi3HUX
KiMHaT, afie Ma>Xe BCi 3a4MHeHi. LLle Tam 6arato KapTuH,
CTapoBMHHI Mebni. A LOBKOJ1Ia BENKNIA NapK, KAymbun, caaw.
[lepeBa TakoXX Taki CTapi, WO riJIku CTensaTbCa Ao 3eMni. — XiHKa
3pobuna naB3y, HIbK 3BaXKyouK, WO Le MaE gooatn. — Ane ue BCe,

BinbLe HiYOro LikaBoro TamMm HeMa, — BpeLUTi 3aBepLUmnia BOHa.

Yce ue HacTinbkn He Byno cxoxxe Ha IHgito, wo Mepi
MUMOBIJIBHO CTasia NpucayxaTtucs. Ane AiB4MHKA HisiK He BUABNANA,
IO PO3MOBIAb il LiKkaBUTb: HaBMaKw, Wo b6isiblLue HOBOro Yyna Bif
Micic Measiok, To CTapaHHilWe BAaBasa, Hibu in yce bangyxe. Ous
BNEpPTICTb | Bysia HAMNPUKPILLOK PUCOIO IOHOT MiC Mepi.

Ta micic Mennok He BigcTynana.

— J[lobpe, — BMMOBWJ1a BOHA, — a WO TW NPO ue gymMaew?

— Hivoro, — Bigka3ana Mepi. — A Wo 9 NOBNUHHA AyMaTn?

Micic Mepnok He BuTpuMana i 3acmisnacs.

— Ox, — BUMOBW/Ia BOHa, — TU reTb K CcTapa. Heexe Tebe

HiYoro He obxoAnUTL?



— A gKa pi3HULA, 06XxoonTb MeHe 4u Hi? — Banayxxe Bignosina
Mepi.

— Moxe, i TBOSA NpaBaa, — norogunacs Mmicic Megnok. — He
3Hato, cnpaBai, Yoro Tebe 3abupatoTb o MizenTBenTy. [eBHO, TO
Hannerwwun cnocib pecb Tebe npunawTyBaTn. TBIN AAABKO... BiH
caM He byae onikyBaTucsa 106010, Le ToYHO. BiH Hikum He

ONIKYETbCH.

TyT XiHKa 3ynnuHmMnacs, HemoBbu LLLOCb BYaCHO 3ragasna.

— B3arani BiH ropbaTtun, — ckasana BoHa fasii, — TOMY B HbOIO
BCe AK He B fitoaen. HaBiTb 3a Monoaux NiT TBi AsaAbko 6yB OCUTb
BiOIIOAbKYBATWUN, | BCi MO0 MAaETKM MO0 He TilWWAKN, a>K OOKU

panToM He O4PY>XMBCS.

Konn Mepi ue no4vyna, To MMMOBOJIi NpUKUNiJa o4MMa Ao
€KOHOMKW. Te, Wo ropbaHi MOXXYTb 04PY>KYBAaTUCS, i | HA ragKy He
crnagaJso, TOMy AiB4MHKA BXXe He Morsa BaaBaTu 3i cebe banpyxy.
Micic Mennok nomiTuna, Wo i BpewTi BAasoCA BUKINKaTn 6onan
AKeCb 3auiKaB/IeHHS Y L€l AMBHOT Malol, @ OCKIiJIbKN »XiHKa BOHa
b6yna 6anaky4a, To noBesa gani. Hy 60 wWo iwe 3anmwanocsa pobutu
y BaroHi, Kosn nonepeny Aosra gopora?

— BoHa 6yna Taka BpoAsMBa, Taka MuUa, a BiH nageH 6yB itu
3a Helo Ha Kpan CBiTYy, 3ipKy 3 Heba aicTaB 6u. HixTo n He
crnofisaBCs, WO BOHa Nige 3a HbOro, asie BOHa niwna. Jlroan
Ka3aJju, Wo BUMLIa 3a HbOro Yyepes rpowi. Ane To Henpasaa,
HernpaBha, — CTBepAWSa KaTeropnyHo. — | KoM BoHa rnomMmepna...

Mepi MMMOBISIBHO 34pUrHYIacs.

— Ox, nomepna?! — BupBanocs y AiB4nHKU. BoHa came
3rajana, Wo KOJIUCb YMTasa ogHy ppaHLy3bKy Ka3Ky. Y Hin



po3nogiganocs npo 6igHoro ropbaHs i KpacyHo-nNpuHuecy. | Mepi
panToM CTaso WwkKoha Mictepa Apdnbanga KpenseHa.

— Tak, nomepna, — rnoxuTasa rosoBo Micic Meagnok. — | TBin
AA0bKO 3p0obuBCSA LWe AMBHILWWIA, HiXK ByB A0 TOro. Moro Hiwo He
Likasuio. Hikoro He xoTiB 6a4nTun. Tenep 6inbLlUiCTb Yacy BiH 134UTb
Nno CBiTax, a KOJIM NoBepTaETbCA A0 MisenTBenTy, TO 3aKPUBAETHLCA
y 3axigHOMy Kpwuni i Hikoro oo cebe He nyckae, Tinbku lNiTyepa.
MNiT4yep — TO CTapun cnyra, BiH CNyXus MicTepy Ap4nbangy, Konu
Ton 6yB ANTUHOIO, TOMY A06pe BMBYMB MO0 XapakTep.

Bce Ak y cyMHin Ka3ui, nogymana Mepi. Ctape3Huin OyanHoOK Ha
Kpato BEpecoBOro nyctumuia (xo4a LWo BOHO O3HA4aE€, ue nycrmwe?),
Yy SIKOMY CTO 3a4MHEHUX KiMHaT. | ropbaTunm 4on0BIK, il 4AAbKO,
KW XOBA€ETbLCA Bif nogen! Heexe Take Moxxe ByTn Hacnpasai?
AKOM XXnna Ta KpacyHs, NOro apy>xuHa, To Bce 6yno 6 iHakLwe.
HanesHo, BoHa 6 Haragysana ii MaMy, Hocuna 6 nerki MepexmBHi
nnaTTa, xoanna 6 Ha BcsAKi 3abaBu i Bevipkn — i winunm 6ygnHoK
Becenmecs 6 pa3om 3 Heto. Ane Tenep... liB4MHKa 3akonuaunna
ryby, po3aymytodm nNpo Te, WO YEeKaE ii y TOMYy HEBIOMOMY MAETKY
— i TyT 3a BIKHOM nycTumBcs gow. Kpanni cnneckysanaun i CTikanm
CipyMn NaTbOKaMu NO 3anutoXKeHin wwubi. e ay>xe Bianosigano
NpUrHiYeHoMy HacTpoto Mepi.

— | He gy>Ke po3paxoByn, WO Bigpa3ly noro nobayunil, CBOro
asaabKa. [lymato, HaBpsa4 4v BiH 3apa3 y Ma€ETKy, — Aodasia Micic
Mepnnok, Hibn Toro 6yno mano. — LLle oagHe: HixTo Tebe Tam
po3BakaTu He byne. Cama cobi npnaymyinn 3abasu i 6aBcs, cama
Ayman npo cebe. A B 6yaAnHKY He MOXKHa BelITaTUCA Ae X0o4ell.
Tobi Bigpa3y NOKa>kyTb, KyAn MO>XHa 3aX0AnUTKH, a Kyaun Tobi 3ach.
3aTe MoXxew 6aBUTUCA HaABOPI, Y cafaxX — TaM IX 4OCUTb. A
B3araji Maew nam'aTaTtu: Tpeba cayxaTu, WO KaXKyTb, i HE NXxaTu
CKpi3b CBOro Hoca. MicTep KpenBeH LbOro He 003BOIUTb. Taki TaM
nopsagku, oT.



— Hibwu Tam € 3a ynMm wykaTu. ly>xe meHi Tpeba, —
npobypkoTina BnepTa Mepi.

| Tak camo K 0oTO Byno Big4yna xanb Ao mictepa Apunbanaa,
TakK CaMo 3apas Il CniBYYTTH B O4HY MUTb BUBITPUIOCS | BOHA
nogyMmana: neBHo, A0BOJIi HEMPUEMHUIA YOJIOBIK, TON 1l 4AObKO.

Mapa3n, Tak nomy i Tpeba!

[iB4nHKa BigBepHynacsa [0 BiKHa i BTynuaa nornag y cipi
JOLLOBI MaTbOKW, WO CNAMBaAM No wmnbi. 3gaBanocs, Len ooL,
nagaTtuMe Bi4HO. BpellTi HaaBOpi reTb CTeMHINO i Mepi nosoni
3acHyna.

Po3pnin 3

Yepes nyctuwe

Mepi cnana posoni [oero. NMpokuHynacs, Koan NoTar came
3YMMHNBCA Ha AKINCb CTaHuil. Micic Megnok BCTUra KynnTu Winavn
KOLUWK Xap4iB: NeyeHe Kyp4a, XONI04HY TeNaTUHy, xib 3 Macsiom i
rapsa4mm 4an. [low, 3a BiKHOM JINB §K i3 Bigpa, No CTaHuil xoannu
04N Yy MOKPUX JINCKYHYUX O0L0oBUKaX. MpoBigHNK BaroHy 3acBiTuB
namny. Micic Megnok 36anbopuniace i B3snacsa 0o Kyp4aTtu i
TenatTuHn. Mepi Takoxx noobigana. Y micic Megnok 6ys 4ynosuii
aneTuT: 6iNbLIICTb 3aMaciB i3 KOLWMKA 3HULLWIA BOHA caMa. Toai
060€ Hanunucsa 4at. [lani eKOHOMKY CXWUWJI0 Ha COH, a Mepi nuwe
cuaina n gueunacs, K ii BeAMKUMA Kanop crnos3a€e Ha 6ik. BpewTi
AIBYMHKA TaKOXX 3aCHYyJ1a y CBOEMY KYTOYKY, 3aK0OJIMCaHa
XJIOMaHHAM OoLy.

3i CHy 1i BUpBasno aKecb TopcaHHA. Haasopi 6yno 30BCiM TEMHO.
MoTAr cTosAB Ha AKINCb CTaHLl, @ Micic Meonok Haxunanmnacsa Hag

Hel i HaMaranacsa po3byaunTu:



— len, pocutb cnatn! — rosopwuia BoHa. — BcTtasan. Mu BXxe y
TeenTi, @ O MA€ETKY Le OOBra aopora.

Mepi nigBenacs i 3 HaniBpo3nJOWeHNMN O4YMMa NonpsiMyBana
[0 BMXOA4Y, NOKKN Micic Megnok 36upana cBOi NaKyHKW. LiB4nHL
HaBiTb Ha AYMKY He CraJsio AonomMorTu: B IHAIT BCi pedi Hocun

C/yru, TOMy i Le BUAaBasiocs 3BUHaANHOI Pidyto.

CraHuia 6yna posoni ManeHbka. OKpiM HMX, TyT HiIXTO Binbwe
He Bucigas. LLLOMHO BOHW ONUHWUANCA HaA MEepPOHi, 40 HUX Niginwos
Ha4Ya/ibHUK CTaHUil i 3aroBopmB 3 Micic Measiok. Yxe 3rogom Mepi
3'acyBaa, WO Tak 3BY4YUTb NOPKLUMPCbKa roBipKa.

— BuaxXy, B1 BXXe €A BEpHyN, — 00BPOAYLLIHO CKa3aB

HaYasIbHUK, — i MpuBe3aun 3i COBOB OTY NAHAHKY.

— As', 0TO BOHa, — BiAMNoOBiNa Micic MeasIoK, KUBHYBLLW 4Yepes
nneye y 6ik aiB4nHKU. EKOHOMKa Tako)X nepeunwlia Ha

NOPKLUMPCbKY BUMOBY. — A K CA MA€ Balla XiHKa?

— Ta pobpe, oakyo. Keb yekae HagBopi.

3anps>XeHuin ekina>k CToAB Ha A0PO3i Nepen MasieHbKOIO
nnatgopmoto. Mepi BiH cnopgobascs. MpUBITHUIA Ky4ep [OMNOMIr i
3ani3Tn BCepeamnHy. Ha noro foBromMy oOLWo0BMKY No6ncKyBann

Kpansi aouly, Ha4ye HaMUCTUHKMN.

Ky4yep 3a4nHunB ABepusaTa, 3aHAB CBOE MiCLLe — i BOHU pyLIWIN.
[iBYMHKA 3pYy4YHO BMOCTWUIACA Ha NoAyLLi B KYTKY, MpoTe cnaTu
binbwe He 36upanacsa. BoHa cupina i guBnnacs y BikHo, 60 i
XOTifIoCA 3anam'aTaTn AOpory Ao TOro AMUBHOIO MiCUs, Mpo ke
po3noBigana micic Megnok. Mepi He 6osinacs: BOHa NMPoOCTO
nepenyysana, Wo y TOMy OyANHKY i3 COTHEI 3a4YNHEHMX KiMHAT —



OyAVHKY, KU CTOITb Ha Kpato NyCcTuUWa, — MOXXe TPannTucs Lo
3aBrogHo.

— UWlo Take nycTuwe? — HecnofiBaHoO CriMTasia BOHA MicCic
Mepnnok.

— OVBNCSA Yy BIKHO — i 3@ AKUX OeCATb XBUINH 3006a4un, —
BiAMoBiNa XiHka. — Abu pobpaTncsa 0o Ma€eTKy, HaM Tpe' 30 N'ATb
MWUJIb IXaTu Yepe3 Misenbcbke nyctuule. MNMpasna, 6arato BXe He
306a4umw, 60 TEMHO.

Mepi 6inbLwe He po3nuTyBasa i npukunina go wubkun. CtaHuisa
3a/mwmnacsa nosany. Tenep BOHM B'ixann y sikecb cesno. Mpn
TbMAHOMY CBIT/li JliXTapis, NoYenaeHnX Ha nepenky ekinaxa,
AiBYMHKA Muruem nobaymna nobineHi xaTUHKM N OCBIT/IEHI BiKHA
naby. MoToMy BOHM MPOMUHYNN LLepKBY, OYANHOK Bikapis i
MaJleHbKY KpaMHULIO, A& Ha BiTPMHI 6ynun BUCTaBNEHI irpalukuy,
conopoLli Ta iHwi ApibHMYKK. Oani ekina>k BUIXaB Ha LLMPOKNN
wnax: Tam 6yanHkie y>ke He 6yo, a nvwe Kyuwi i gepesa 06abiy.
BoHW BXXe Ixann 0oBONi AOBro — rnpuHanMHi, Tak BUAaBasoCA

DiBYNHLL.

BpewTi KOHi cnoBinbHWMAK xo[y, HeMOBOM NigHIManucsa sropy. 3a
BIKHOM CyLlilbHa TeMpsBa, NiMLe JlixTapi po3cCitoBasiv HepPiBHE XXOBTe
CBiT/10 No obmnaBa 6ok goporun. TyT y>ke He Byno aHi po3normx
KyLliB, aHi aepes. Mepi noganacsa snepen i npuTucaaca HoOCoM Oo
Wbk — i B L0 MUTb Keb nobpsaye CTpyCcoHyO.

— O, MK BXe Ha NyCcTuLli, ue TO4YHO, — KpeKHya Micic Megnok.

Mepi Hanpy>xeHo BOaMBAANacs y outmnm wnsax, Wwo 3B1MBaBCA
cepen MasleHbKUX KYLLUMKIB | AKMXOCb HU3bKOPOCJINX POCJINH.

340inHABCA BiTep, BiH 3aBMBaB LLLOPA3 ryyHille.



— Ue... ue yacom He Mope? — cnnTana Mepi, UBNAYNCH Ha
€KOHOMKY.

— Hi, He mope, — Bignosina micic Mensnok. — Hi He none, Hi He
ropu. Lle amke nyctunpuLle, Ha SKOMy He poCTe HiY0ro, KpiM Bepecy,

APOKY Ta POKUTHUKY, @ 3 TBApPWUH TyT XuBYTb xiba OWKi NMOHI i BiBL.

— MeHi 3p0aBanocs, Hibu ue BoAa WyMUTb, — CKa3asa Mepi. —

Takui 3BYyK, IK Ha MOpI.

— Hi, To BiTep rynsi€e B 3apocTAx, — BigkKa3asa Micic Megnok. —
AK Ha MeHe, ue AMKa i MoXMypa MiCcLMHa. Xo4a € 1 TaKi, KOTpUM
nonobaeTbCs... 0Co6NMBO KOM 3aLBiTA€E Bepec.

Houw, HapewTi nepecTaB. 3aTe 6e3HacTaHHO 3aBMBaB BiTep.
BoHM Ixann i iXanu Kpi3b HECKIHYeHHY TeMpsBy, | Mepi 30aBanocH,
O Lin oopo3i He byae KiHusA-kKpato. [lopora To nigHiManacs, To
onyckanacs. Kinbka pasiB keb nosas MoCTH, Nig SKUMU KNEKOTINN
NOTOKWM BOoAW. [liB4MHKa AyMana, Wo oTe NyCcTulle — HeHave
BeJIeTEHCbKUN YOPHU OKeaH, Bif AKOro BOHWM HaMararTbCs BTEKTU

No BY3€eHbKi 6eperosin CMy»XLi.

— MeHi ue He nofobaeTbCcq, — MOBWIA BOHa CaMa [0 cebe, —
30BCiM He nofoba€eTbca, — i We MilHiwe CTUCHYa CBOT TOHEHbKI
rybu, ctaparoymcb He NigaaTuUCs CTPaxOBi.

TyT KOHi 3HOBY NOTAMHYJIN Bropy i AiB4MHKa 3aBBa>kuiia
nobsnck ceiTna nonepeny. Micic MeanokK TakoXX BUIIsiHY/1a Y BIKHO

i nonerweHo 3iTxHyna:

— Ox, HapewTi! — BUryKHyJsla BoHa. — Lle xaTuHKa cTopoXKa.
LLle Tpowkun — i byaemo nutu 4an. MNicns Takoi goporu...



| cnpasai, Konm keb NpoMuHyB BOPOTa, IM 3aauWwanocs iwe
npoixaTu 30 ABi MU MOMIXX BUCOKUX AepeB, AKi HIbu BUpocnun
o6abiy. Big uboro 3aaBanocs, HeMoBbu keb pyxa€eTbCa No 4OBroMy
TEMHOMY TyHeni. Ta 0Cb TyHesb CKiH4YMBCA | Keb 3ynuHUBCA nepen
[OBrMM rnpucankysatum 6yamHkom. Crnepwy Mepi nogymana, Lo
TaM CKpi3b TEMHO, NpoTe KoM BUnNa 3 keby, To nobaynna

TbMSAHE CBIT/I0 B 04HOMY BiKHi Ha ApYyromMy rnoBepci.

CTapoBuHHI aBepi, Wo Benu y 6yanHok, crnpasnsaam Heabuske
Bpa>keHHs. BoHn 6ynn 3pobneHi 3 rpybux nybosmx ooLWOK,
3'€AHAHNX MACUBHMMM 3aNi3HUMU NNaHKaMU i 36UTUX BENMKUMN
uBsaxamu. Isepi BIiGYMHNANCA — i OiBYMHKA ONUHUIACA Y BEJIMYE3HIN
TbMSAHIN 3ani. Ha cTiHax BUCi/IN CTapOBUHHI MOPTPETU, CKPI3b
cTosnm pirypm y 6onosux obnagyHkax, ane Mepi 30BCiM He
XOTiNocCs iX po3rnsanaTn: BOHa Biadyna cebe oy>ke ManeHbKO i
reTb 3arybsieHoto nocepen Ui€l TEMHOI 3a/u.

bina cnyrun, AaKun BigYMHMB Nepen HAMKU ABepPi, CTOAB NiTHIN

XYOOPJIIBUM YOJIOBIK, Oy>Ke aKypaTHO BOATHEHUWN.

— Bun maeTe 3aBecTu Il 4O KiMHaTWN, — r1yxo NMPOMOBUB BiH,
3BepTatynUChb 00 eKOHOMKN. — BiH He xo4e 1l 3apa3 6a4nTtu, 60
36upaeTbca 0o JIoHaoHa. MNoige 3aBTpa 3paHKY.

— [Nobpe, micTepe lMiTyepe, — Bignosina micic Megnok. —
KaxiTb, Wo Big meHe Tpeba, s BCe 3pobio.

— Micic Meganok, Big Bac Tpeba, abu B nuabHyBau 3a
nopsagkom, wob rocnogaps HiXTo i HiYMM He TypbyBaB, — HaKa3aB
micTep MiTyep.

EKOHOMKa KMBHYJ1a rojloBOO Ha 3HakK 3rogwn. | Toai Mepi JleHOKC
NOBEN WWNPOKNUMU CXOO4aMK criepLuy Bropy, NoTiM yHU3, NOTiM

NOBrMM KOPUAOPOM i TOAi 3HOBY KiJlbKa CXOOWUHOK LOropwn, TO4i



yepes we oanH Kopunaop, i we oguH... HapewTi mMicic Measiok
BiJYMHMNA AKICb ABepi — i AiBYMHKA OoNMHMNACA Yy KiMHaTi. TyT ropis

KaMiH, @ Ha CTOJi BXe 4YeKasa Beveps.

— Hy, Tenep T» Ha Micui! — HeLepeMOHHO 3asBuna Micic
Mepnok. — bygew XuUTn y Lin KiMHaTI, | CyCigHA — TakKoXX TBoS. |

wob Hine 6inblwe He BewTanacsa, Nnam'atTanm cobi!

Ocb y Takumin cnocib mic Mepi onnHunacsa y MisenTBenTCcbKoMy
Ma€ETKY.

LLle HIKOIN B XUTTI AiBYMHKA He Byna HacTisibkn "npotun”.

Po3nin 4

MapTa

3paHKy Mepi po3byannm akicb 3Bykun. Lle monoaa Cny>xXHuus
Hamarasacsa 3anasamTn KamiH. BoHa cTosiia HaBKOJIWKW Ha
KWAUMKY i nonaTkoto Burpibana Byrifb. Mepi nexana i AKyCb MUTb
crocTepirana 3a Heto, a Toai obBena nNornsagom KiMHaTy. TyT 6yno
[O0BOJIi HE3BUYHO, aie AKOCb NOXMYpo. Ha cTiHax BucCinn robenenn
i3 306pa>keHHsM cLeH noitoBaHHSA. NoOMIXK gepeB X04UIN YOJI0BIKMU i
XKIHKU Y ONBHUX MUCJIMBCbKUX CTPOSAX, a 3BigOanik BUAHIINCSA
BbawTun 3amky. Ue 6ynm mmcamsui 3 KiHbMu i cobakamun. Mepi Tak
AOBro iX po3rnsgana, Wo in 34an0cs, Hibn BOHa TakoXX NoTpanuia
[0 HUX y nic. Togi nepesena nornag Ha BikHO. Tam AiB4mHKa 6aymna
nvwe HyaHi ropbucTi TepeHn, Ha SKNX He POCJ/I0 XXOOHOro Aepesa,
JINLE HU3EHbKI KYLLMKK 3 Mopyainmm nuctam. Konuv ayB BiTep, BOHU

ronganncs, HeMoB XBWJIi Ha MOPI.

— Wo ue? — cnutana BOHa, NOKa3ylo4u y BiKHO.



MonopeHbKa cny)xHuU4a, aKy 3Basin MapTa, came 3Benacsa 3

KUAMMKa. BoHa rnsHyna y BiKHO | KMBHYNa:

— OTam?

— Ara.

— To nycTuwe, — BiAMOBINA NO-NOPKLLUMPCEKN 3 A0OPOaYLLIHO
nocMiwkot. — Tobi nogobae'ca?

— Hi, — Bigka3ana Mepi. — 30BcCiMm.

— Tw NpocCTo He 3BUKJ1a, — MOBWJIa MapTa, 3HOBY OMyCKalo4nuchb
Ha KWIMMOK. — [lyMa€Ll, Lo BOHO Take auke, Heobxunte. Ane
noTiMm Tobi ca cnogobae, 306a4unL.

— A T06i BOHO nogobaeTbca? — nouikaBuiaca Mepi.

— As', meHi oy>xe nogobae'ca, — Bianosina MapTa, eHeprinHo
FAAHLYIOYM KaMiHHY pewiTky. — J1lo6ato To Hawe nycTtupuwie. Xou
BEJINKUX AiepeB Ty' He 3Hanell, asie Tpasa pocTe, i po3MalTi KyLLi.
A HaBecCHI, KO/ 3aLBiTaloTb APOK, POKUTHUK | Bepec, Ty' CTae ayxe
Muio. Bce naxHe MmenomMm, a Hebo Take CUHE. Ba)Konu niTatoTb, |
CMiBalOTb XanBOPOHKN. OX, Ta A HIKON 3BiACK He Noiay, Kaxy ToOi.

Mepi 341MBOBaHO C/lyxasa, Wo rosopuia MapTa. i maHepu...
Cnyrn, 0o ssKMx BOHa 3BUKNa B IHAII, aHi 611M3bK0O He nocMminm 6
FOBOPUTN 3 HEIO AK 3 piBHelo. IHaOycK 3aBXxan bynn oorianmsi,
NOC/Y>XJINBI, MOKIPHO CKNagann pyku nepepn coboto i KnaHanmcs, a
rocrnofapis NOWTMBO Ha3nBaan "MUIOCTUBMMUN 3aCTynHUKamMn". B
IHAIT cnyram NpocTo Big4A4aBasnoCs Haka3m — IX HIKOJIX Hi MPOo WO He
npocunun. Frosoputun cnyram "6yab nacka" i "oakyr" — nNpo ue He
6yno n mosn. Mano Toro, AKWO HAHSA YuMocCh ByBa i He goroauna,
To Mepi Mmorna gatn gobporo nanaca uin ctapwin xiHui. | TyT Mepi



nogymana, wo 3 MapTolo BOHa HaBpag 4 HaBaxkuniacs 6 Tak
BYMHUTM: LLOCH I NigKa3lysaso, wo us gobponywHa banakyda
JiBYMHKA Hi3alWwo He go3Boauna 6 Tak 3i coboto moBoauTUCA.

— T aKacb AMBHA K Ha CNY>XHULLIO, — 3BEPXHBLO KUHYa Mepi

3i CBOIro Ni>KKa.

MapTa cifla HaBMNOYINKK 3i WITKO B pyui i 3acMisanacsa. ToH Mepi

30BCiM He BIJIMHYB Ha Ii HAaCTpin.

— 3Halo-3Halo, — CKa3ajla BOHa. — Akbu T1y' B MisentsenTi 6yno
BCE K B Jito4en, To MeHe bu coan i He B3aaKn. Xiba Ha KYXHIO MUTK
Ha4YMHHA. 4 NpoCTa AiBYMHA | FOBOPIO MO-NOPKLLUMPCLKOMY, @ He Mo-
NnaHCbkUW. Ane Ty' BCe iHakwWwe. byanHoK Besinknn, ane rocrnogap
XKMBE CaM-OAUH, | TO PiAKO KOJIM BAOMa — BCE KYAUCH i3AUTb. lomy
nocuTb MicTepa lMiTyepa i micic Megnok. A micic Megnok
3rnsHynacs i B3ssa MmeHe Ha poboTy. BoHa cka3ana, wo akbu
MizeTBenT BYyB AK BCi HOPMasibHi MAaETKKU, TO Micua 6 MeHi TyT i

BaunTwn.

— | T 36upaewica 6yTn MOEID CNYXKHULIEKD? — MPE3NPJINBO
3anuTana Mepi, 3abyswun, WO BOHa He B IHAI.

MapTa 3HOBY 3axoAuacsa TepTU PELLiTKY.

— 4 cnyxy Mmicic Mepgnok, — piwy4ye npoMoBuia BOHa, — a BOHa
CNyXuTb micTepy KpenseHy. TobTo g cnyxat Micic Megnok... a
BOHa Ka3asia MeHi NnpubupaTun B KiMHaTax, oTo i 3anwna no Tebe.
AK Tpe' WocCb, TO NOMOXXY. A TaK Halo Tobi cayXHUUA?

— Sk TO Hawo? A xT0 X byane meHe BAAratn? — 3 NPUTUCKOM
nocnutana Mepi.



MapTa Bpa>keHo Bnausmnacs Ha Mepi. Big 34MByBaHHSA Y Hel we

BinbLe NOCMNOBABCA NOPKLWINPCbKUA aKLEHT.

— 9K, T He MoXxew cA BOpaTn cama? — He NMy4un Bipu cnuTana

BOHa.

— o T Tam 6banakaew? A Tebe He po3yMmito, — BigTANa Mepi.

— Ox! I'eTb 3abyna'm, — moBuna Mapta. — Micic Megnok
Ka3ana MeHi nobupaTtn cnosa, 60 TM He TAMULW NoO-
nopkLWMpcbkoMmy. A Mmana Ha yBa3si: xiba T He BMiew BbupaTmncs
cama?

— leBHO, WO Hi, — po34paToBaHO BiAKa3ana Mepi. — HaBiwo?
Yce xutTta meHe Bbupana HaHSA, xiba He 3po3ymino?

— Topai nopa HaBYMTUCHA, — He po3rybunaca MapTa nepepg i
3yXBaJIMM TOHOM. — Tu B)XXe He MaJieHbKa i MoXXeLl npo cebe
nognbatn. HAHBOK TyT HEMA. FKLLO X04eLl, TO SKMACb Yac byny Tooi
nomMaraTu, NOKN He HaBYyMWCA. Hawa MaMa 3aBXaun Kaxke, WO Ti
Baraubki giTm — 9K 6€3NoMiYHI WeHsTa: HAHbKU iX MUIOTb,

BO6MpatloTb, BOAATb Ha NPOryssiHKY, Hib BOHM CaMi Hi40' He 3aaTHi!

— B IHAil y BCix 6ynun HaHI, — BNepTo 3asaBuia Mepi.

MpoTe MapTy ue aHiCcKiIeyKn He 3610 3 NaHTEJINKY.

— 0Ox, Ta a Bxe 6a4vy, — CMokKinHO BiAMNOBiINa BOHa. — [ymalo,
6innx niogen Tam Mmano, Tomy Mmoram cobi nepebupaTtu. NesHo, B
Ko)XHoro 6inoro 6yno 3 pecaTtb cnyr-iHaycie 4m 1 6inbwe. 9 9k
noBiganacs, wo Tebe MmatoTb ctoam npmBe3Tu 3 IHAIT, To nogymana,
O TU TaKOX iHOYCKa.



Mepi e reTb po3IOTUII0O — BOHA PBYYKO Cisla Ha NIKKY i
HaKuHynaca Ha MapTy.

— Wo?! — obypeHo BUIrykHyla BOHa. — 9K TV MOrJla Take MeHi
ckasaTtn?! Lo g 3 Tnx, 3 Ty3emuis? CBmHS!

MapTi yBipBaBCS TepneLb.

— Tu ue 0o Koro? — rocTpo cnmTasia BoOHa. — HYoro ue T Tak
posinwnaca? ManeHbKin nefi 30BCiM He NAacye 0Tak po3MOBAATU.
HIYOro He Mato NPOTK IHAYCIB, WOO6 T 3HanNa. Y KHMXLI Npo HUX
MAWYTb, WO BCi BOHWN OYy>Xe penirinHi. Inaycn — Taki cami nogun, 9K
Mun. MpocCTo A Hikoan iXx He 6aymna, TOMy cnofiBasacs KOJUCb
300a4MTK, 3anNi3HaTN KOrocb 6MKYe. 3paHKy 9 OTO NMpunLLIa
3anaJIMTN BOrOHb, TO HaBLUMNWHbKAaX NiginwWwa 00 TBOrO JliXXKKa W
obepexxHo nigHaNa Kpan koeapu, wob tebe 306aunTn. | oCb, TM
BUSABWIACSH TakKa 9K 9, — BUMOBWJIa po34apoBaHo, — Xiba wo »KoBTa

Ha BUAY.

Mepi Bnana y cnpaB»XHin Wwan:

— To ™ gymana, wo 1 iHgycka! gk Tm nocmina?! Tn Hivoro He
3HAEW Npo umnx Tysemuis! BoHn He noau! Lle pabn, cnyru, aki
MatoTb TOOI KNnaHATUCA! Ty HiYOoro He 3Haew npo IHAi! Tn B3arani
HiYoro He 3Haew! Hivoro!

o HecTAMU 3aMBOBaHa MapTa AMBUIACA Ha Hel i HIYoro He
Morsa 3po3ymiTu. A Mepi pantom Big4vyna cebe HacCTiNIbKU
6e3nopaHOO Nepen L€l AiBYMHOL, Nepea ii Morasaom, nepen
TUM, WO B O4VNH MOMEHT BOHa ONUHWACA TakK AaJsieko Big Aomy, ae
Bce 6yno in 3Hanome i 3po3ymife, y 30BCiM iHLLIOMY CBITi, Ae BCe
6yNno He TaK, Wo panToM ii NPONHAMa CTPalleHHa CaMOTHICTb.

LiBYMHKA KMHYyAcs 06MY4siM y NoAyLwKy i BUOYyxHya niayem.



HobpoaywHa MapTa axk 3n19Kanacs i Bxe wkoaysana ii. iB4nHa

niginwna i cxmnunacs Hag J1i>KKOM.

— Hy pobpe, He nnay yxe! — BMMoBWMIa BOHa. — He nnay, He
Tpeba. 9 He 3Hana, wo Tebe ue morso po3rHiBaTu. To NpaBaa, s
Hi4Y0' He 3HaJs1a NpOo Balli NOpALAKK, Nepenpolwyto. He nnay, byae
BXe, JoCTa.

Y il AVBHNX NOPKLWNPCbKUX C/ioBax Byno CTiNibKK Tenna i
NPUA3HI, Wo Mepi NOCTYNnoBO 3acrnokoinacs. XJIMnaHHA BpeLTi

npunnuHUNoOCS. MapTa 3 NoserweHHAaM 3iTXHya.

— A Tenep T06Ii Yac BCTaBaTn, — KUBHYJ1a BOHa Mepi. — Micic
Mensnok Ka3asna npmHecTn Tobi CHiAaHOK A0 CyCiaHbOI KiMHaTW. TaMm
v bygew icTn. AKLWO BCTaHeLW 3 NiXXKa, To NoMoXXy Tobi BbpaTucs.
AK Tpe' ryasnkun 3acTibHyTh 33a4y abo wo. Cama He 3Moxew, —
nogana NnpMMUpIInBo.

Mepi BpewTi BUpiWwwnia BctaTtu. MapTa BuTAria 3i wadu ogexy,
ane ue 6ynun He Ti pedi, y AKX AiBYMHKA npuixana Coan 3 Micic
Mepnnok.

— Le He Mo€, — cKka3ana BoHa. — Moe byno 4opHe.

Ane noTiMm po3ausunacs binie BOBHAHe NasnibTe4vyko, CBiT/e

NAaTTA4KO | Aogana 3i CTPMMaHUM 3a40BOJIEHHAM:

— Lle meHi 6inblie nopobaeTbcA.

— BoHoO TBOE, Basrancsa, — signosina Mapta. — MicTtep
KpenBeH Haka3aB Micic Meanok Kynutu Tobi HOBY oaexy B
JloHpoHi. Kasasg, Wwo He xo4e OUBUTUCS, K N0 OMY OTO XOAUTb
AVTKHa, BOpaHa y BCce 4YopHe. "byae Burnagatu 9K 3arybneHa
aywa. TyT i Tak HeBeceso. BoArHiThb 11y wock ceiTne, bapsucre", —



OTaK BiH cka3aB. Konu 4 6yna Booma, To MaMa rnoxmrasa rojoBoto i
cTBepanna, wo gobpe posymie Haworo rocnogaps. Mama 3aexgmn
Ha BCbOMY 3HA€ETbCA. | CaMa BOHa He XOAUTb Y HOPHOMY.

— 9 HeHaBU Ky YOpPHi pedi, — npu3Hanacsa Mepi.

MNMoYanocsa BasraHHA. MapTa 3aBXXAW BAArasa CBOIX MOMOALLINX
cecTep i bpaTiB, NpoTe i iwe He Tpanasnoca 6a4yntTn oUTuHy, ska 6
CTOSANa 9K CTaTya i Yekana, NoKKn 3a Hei Bce 3pobnaTh. Hibu y camoi

HEeMa€E pPyK Yn Hir.

— YoMy TK CaMa He B3yBa€ELWICA? — cnuTasa AiB4vHa,
obepe)xHo nigHiMar4u I Hory.

— Lle pobuna mosa HAHA, — Bignosina Mepi, AMBNAYNCH Ha Hel.

— TaKui 3BMYan.

Mepi HaB4Ynnaca uiel ppasu Big cnyr-iHoycis. AKLWO rocnogap
HakKa3yBaB iM 3p0bUTK LWOCH, WO Cynepeymno 3BM4asaM ixHix
npenkis, BOHM AuLe CroKinHO NoscHoBaNu: "HeMa Takoro 3su4yato".

Micna Takoro NOSACHEHHSA HIXTO He CMIiB HAaMoAAraTu.

OTox B IHAITl cnyru cnpasai BBupanu mic Mepi gk nanbky, 60
Tak byno 3aBefeHo. Ta 3apas, Noku 3ibpanacs A0 CHiLaHKY,
AiBYMHKA CTajla poO3yMiTun, WO TyT, y Mi3enTBenTCbKOMY Ma€ETKY, 11
noBegeTbCsa 6araTto YOro HaBYMTUCA POoBUTK CaMiin, HaNpuUKIag,
BOAraTW NaH4Y0XW, B3yBATUCA, NigHIMATK 3 Niga0rn pedi, AKi
HeHapoKOM BnycTuaa. 3pewToto, akbu MapTta byna nobpe
BULLKOJIEHOIO CJY>XKHULLEIO, TO BOHa He amByBanacs 6 3 BMMOT OHOT
NaHAHKN. B nesaknx aHrNinCbKMX AoMax LiTe TaKoX 3adicyBanu i
BOsAranu cnyru. Ane MapTa Hige, okpiMm MisenTBeunTy, HE CyXXuna,
a BMpPOC/Ia BOHAa Y NPOCTIN NOPKLIMPCHKIn ciM', ae byna e Kyna
AiTen i MoNoALWi BCbOro BYMNCA Bifg CTapLlimx, ToMy besnopagHicTb

Mepi Heabusk ii cnaHTenn4una.



Micna Toro cnanaxy rHiBy, WO CKiHYMBCS Big4angyLLHNM
nnayem, xonon Mepi gewo posTas. AKLO 3 NMepLUnxX XBUJIVH BiJlbHa
nosediHka MapTu gueyBana il i gpaTyBaJsa, TO 3apa3 LiBYMHKA
wopas binblwe npucnyxanacsa 0o cniB cayXHuui. A MapTta came
po3roBifasna npo CBO CiM'i0.

— Ox, T06i Tpe' iX Komcb BCix 306a4nMTn, — CKa3ajla BOHa. —
Hac € aBaHagusaTepo, a 6aTbKo 3apobNs€ TiNbKN WICTHaAUATb
LUWIHFIB Ha TWXAeHb — Ha BCiX. CKaXy Tobi, To Henerko. Mama
cTapae'cq, abu 6oaan BiBCAHOI Kawi BCiM BUCTa4ynno. bpaTun i
CecTpun, BOHU UiNiCbKNMK gHAMM 6BaBnaTbCA HaABOpPI, racatloTb
NMOMi>K BepecoBux 3apocTen. Mama Kaxke, WO BOHN TUM MOBITPS i
XUBYTb. CMi€'cs, WO BOHM TaM, MNeBHO, NACyTbCA, AK AUKI MOHi. Haww
[liKkeH HaBiTb NPUPY4YMB 0He NoLWaTKO. [likeH B)XXe BesIMKNN, MaE

ABAaHAOUATb NiT.

— JlowaTko? le BiH NOro 3Hanwos? — cnntasna Mepi.

— Ha nycTuwi nomi>x BepecomMm. JIowaTKo TaM rnacsiocs pa3oMm 3
MaTip'to. A BiH CTaB BOAUTU 3 HUM ApYyXOy — 4yacom 6pas nomy
TpowkM xniba, HacoM Mir HACMUKATU MOJIOAEHBLKOI TPaBUYKN. |
JIOLATKO 3BUKJIO A0 HbOr0, XOAUTb 3a HUM CNigOM, [O3BOJISIE
cipatu cobi Ha cnnHy. [likeH Jobpuin xnonyrHa i TBAPUHU NOro

obNATh.

Y Mepi Hikonn He Byno foMalLUHIX TBAapWUH, X04a Ternep in
3axoTinocqa. Otox [ikeH 1l 3auikaBmB. 34a€TbCH, Le BNepLie
NIBYNHKY 3aLlikaBUB XTOCb, KPiM Hel camol. Ta 3apa3 BOHU
nepenLwwn o Opyroi KiMHaTu, ska HiduM He Bigpi3Hanacs Big Tiel,
he AiBY4MHKa crnasa. Ha cTiHax BUCINIM NOHYPi CTapOBUHHI KapTUHMU,
cTOoNITHI oyboBi Mmebni 6ynn MmacumBHi i Baxki. [MlocepeaunHi cToas
CTifl, @ HA HbOMY YeKaB CUTHUWN CHiJaHOK. Ane aneTuT y Mepi
3aBXxaun 6ys noraHuin. BoHa rnsHyna Ha Tapinky i BigBepHynacs.



— He xo4y, — cka3ana BOHa.

— 9K, T He xo4ell BiBCAHOI Kawi?! — He nosipuia MapTa.

— He xouy.

— lMpocTo He 3Ha€EL, AKa BoHa A00pa. MNoknaaun we y Hel Tpoxu
naToku... abo uykpy.

— 4 He xo4y, — nosTopwsia Mepi.

— Ox! — 3iTxHyna MapTa. — He MOXy AMBUTUCSA, K NMponajae
Taka gobpa ka. Akbun Ty' onuHMANCS MOT BpaTyYMKK | CECTPUYKK, TO

BCe 61 BUYMCTUAKN. 33 N'ATb XBWJIMH Hi40' 61 HEe nuwinnocs.

— Yomy? — xosogHO cnntana Mepi.

— Yomy?! — nosTopuna MapTa. — Ta TOMYy, LLLO Masio KOJIN M
BOAE'CA HAICTUCA [OCXO0YY, WOO Yy XKMBOTI KULWKW MapLua He rpaau.
BoHW 3aBXAM rosIofHi, K OTO COKONATa YU JIMCEHATA, KOTPI

POCTYTb.

— He 3Hato, wo ue — 6ytun ronoaHoto, — banagy>xe npomMosuna
Mepi.

MapTa Bpa>keHo nogmseuiacsa Ha Hel.

— LWo x, To6i 6 He 3aBaguio cnpobyBaTn. 9 3a3Hana UbOIro
npenocnTb, — rapsye BMMOBWIA BOHA. — He MO)Xy OMBUTUCS, KON
OTO CNAATL 3a CTOJIOM | MapyAsaTb, 3aMiCTb ICTWU. | TiIbKO BCe
nepesoaATb. Kaxy, [ikeH, ®in, [>KenH i pewta Hawmnx LWwo
3aBrogHo 6m 3'inn.



— To Bi3bMWK i 3aHeCTK oue M, — 3anponoHyBana Mepi.

— Lle He MO€, TOMY B35TW HE MOXY, — YiTKO Bignosina MapTa.
— Ta 1 CborogHi He Mato NpaBa NTU 3 MAETKY. € TiSIbKN OAVH OEeHb
Ha MicAub, KONM MOXXY MiTK goaomy. ToAi nomMarat MaMi B XaTi,
o6 BoHa Tpoxun cobi Bianoynna, 6ogan Tom 0ONH OEHb.

Mepi Bununa 4ato, 3'i1a MasieHbKUN LWMaToK MiACYyLWeHOro

xniba, HaMaleHOro MmapMenanom, i BCTana 3-3a CTOoNy.

— Bbupancsa i moxew 6irtn Haagip 6aBuTnca, — ckasana
MapTa. — Mo)xe, Harynsew aneTuTty 8o obigy.

Mepi niginwna po BikHa. Y cagy 6yno 6araTto aepes, NOMiX
HUMK JOopiXKKW. MNpoTe aepeBa cTosanu Cipi, 6e3ancTi, i Bce BOHO

BUIM 142710 AKOCb CYMHO N HEMPUBITHO.

— Haggip? Wo meHi Tam pobutn? Taka noroaa...

— Hy pnobpe, moxew 3anmwatnucs B KiMHaTi — ane xiba TyT
LikaBiwe?

Mepi nogymana. TyT i cnpasgai 6yno Hidoro pobutn. HanesHo,

ninwe Takwu NiTX HaABIp | MOrynsaTn B cagy.

— XTO nige 3i MHOI Ha NPOrynsaHKy? — rnoctaswujia NUTaHHA.

MapTa rnsHyna Ha Hel.

— HixT0, — He3BOpYLWHO BigNOBI/Ia BOHa. — MycCULL HAaBYNTUCSH
baBuTnca cama. lymaewl, y Bcix € 6paTtun i cectpn? Ane LiTn 9KOCb
baBnATbCca. Haw [ikeH, Hanpuknag, nobutb cobi 3HMKHYTK Ha

nycTuwe i MoXe roguHamm Tam 6yTn. Ha nycTuLli y HbOro € BiBUS



— BiH Tl NpUpYy4MB, a NTalWKN TO NMPOCTO A3b00aloTb KPUXTU Y HbOIO
3 pyK. B Hac camnx Hepa3 Hema Lo iCTW, asie BiH 3aBXAN N1LLIAE
AKUNCb OKpa€eLb, abn noyacTyBaTu CBOIX OpPY3iB.

3ragka npo [likeHa BnsMHyna Ha Mepi i BOHa Taku Bupiimia
NiTN NOrynaTU. JMKKUX NOHI Y1 OBeLb Yy cafy BOHa, 3p03yMisio, He
3Hange. 3aTe TaM HaMNeBHO € NTALKW, i BOHWU, MabyTb, He TakKi, 9K B

IHAIT, OTOX UikaBo byne iX po3guBMUTUCS.

MapTa nogana in nasbTe4yko, KaneslowokK, MasieHbKi MiLHi

YyepeBUYKUN | NOKa3asa, AK BUATK HaaBip.

— Ob6inpgew oH Tyau-o i Tam byae ogunH caa, NoTiM Apyrum, —
NOSACHWNA BOHA, NOKAa3YyK4M Ha NMPOXia Yy XXMUBOMI0Ti. — BniTi Tam
BbaraTo KBiTiB, ane 3apa' HemMa Hi40'. — Ha AKyCb XBWJIbKY BOHa,
3[laBaflocs, 3aBaranacs, a Toai gopnana: — OQunH caf 3aMKHEHUIA.
Hi ogHa »uBa gylla He 3axoawnia TyaAu BXe AeCATb POKIB.

— YomMy? — MMMOBINLHO BUpBasiocsa y Mepi. o COTHI 3a4MHEHUX
KiMHaT LbOro AMBHOIMro AOMY AoJaJslacs We ofHa 3aMKHeHa XBipTKa.

MapTa 6yna 3MmywieHa NOACHUTW.

— To capg micic KpenBeH. Konn BoHa rnomMepna, Mictep KpevseH
Hi cCaM He XOTiB TyAWN 3aX04AUTWN, Hi iIHWKNX NycKaTn. TOMy XBIpTKY
3aMKHYB, a KJIlo4 gecb 3akonas. On, — ckuHynacs, 60 B Lo MUTb
3aTesieHbKaB A3BiHOK, — TO Micic Megnok knndye meHe — Bixy.

AiB4nHa muTTIO BMBirna 3 KiMHaTK, a Mepi pywmnna 0o CXO4iB i
HeBA0B3i ONMHUAAcs Ha noagip'i. Ii AyMKK yBeck Yyac obepTanuncs
HaBKOJIO TOro, WO CKa3ana MapTa: caf, Yy AKUN 0Cb y)Xe AeCATb
POKIB HIXTO He CTynaB HOroto. LlikaBo, Ha o BiH CX0XU? Y TaM €
AKiCb KBiTU? Mepi pywwnna gani. Tenep BoHa byna y BeiMkoMy cany

3 WMPOKMMU ransaBamMu i gopixkkamu, 3 o6ox 6okis obcagxeHnumm



Kywammn. CKpi3b BUAHINNCA KyMbu, AKiCb NiACTPMIKEHI BiYHHO3ENEHI
KYLWWKWN OOBOJ ANBHMX 0BpKUCiB, @ MOCepeamnHi CTOSAB BEIMKWIA Cipunia
¢doHTaH. OgHaK B3MMKY Ha KJymMmbax Hi4oro He pocno, GoHTaH
TaKOXX He nmpautoBas. Hivoro uikasoro. Ane uen cag 6ys 3Bn4aniHuN,
TOOTO BiAYMHEHUN — YOI0 XX Big HbOr0 YeKaTu. 9K Le cal MoXXe

6yTn 3a4nHeHnin? Cagn-60 onsa TOro n iCHyTb, WO6 N0 HUX rynAaTw.

Taki 0To oyMKU poinncsa y ronosi Mepi. lopi>kka npueena ii 4o
AOBroi CTiHW, NopocCsIol nNaoweM. [liB4nHKa ile He 3Hana, Wo
3a3BMYalN B aHIMINCbKUX MAa€ETKax 3a OyAMHKOM € wWe rpsagku, ae
BMPOLLLYIOTb OBOYi | PpyKTU AN KyxHi. Mepi nobaynna BigynHeHy
XBIPTKY, 3 9KOT 3BMUCaN MOLWEBI NaroHW. Lo X, Le 3HOBY He TOW
capj, ane im 6yso LikaBo NOAMBUTUCSA, LWLO TaM ycepenuHi.

3a XBipTKOIO | cnpaBai 6yB ropoA i3 YACNEHHUMN FrpaaKamMu,
3BiAyCiNib 0OTO4YeHUN MypoM. [lani NpoCTAaArascs we oAuH ropog, i3
TenIMUAMM i PpyKTOBUMKU AepeBaMu nonig cTiHow. dani we oaviH
— BOHW Nepexoannn ogvH B Apyrun. TinbKn wo ckpisb 6yno
O0ZlHAaKOBO Cipo. "BniTKy TyT, MOXe, i Becesile, ane 3apa3 LikaBoro
Mano", — nigcymyBasa Mepi, po34AMBMBLLUNCE JOBKOJA.

TyT y XBipTULi, WO Besna Ha ApYrun ropoa, 3'aBMBCA CTapuin
CafiBHUK 3 floNaTo Ha naevi. NMobaymeLin Mepi, BiH 3HEXOTS
MaXHYB PYKOIO Ha NMpuBiTaHHA. H010BiK OyB HAXMypeHUiA i
HenpuBiTHUW. 3yCcTpid 3 Mepi, BOYeBUAb, NOr0 3aHAaATO He BTiWwwa.
[iB4MHKa 1 Tak byna po3vyapoBaHa, 60 He 3HaNLWIa HIYOro
LikaBOro, TOMYy 3a 3BUYKOI Npubpana 3BEPXHIO MiHYy.

— o ue Take? — nocnuTtana, o6BiBWIN NOrNa40M LOBKPYX.

— lopop, Wwo X iwe, — Cyxo BiAMNOBIB CafiBHUK.

— A TaMm Wo? — noka3sana Mepiy 6ik 3eneHOT XBIpTKMW.



— TaKoXX ropofi, — BiiKka3aB KOPOTKO. — A 3a CTIiHOIO L& O4WH,
a 3 Toro 6boky abnyHesuin cag.

— A MeHi MOXXHa Tyau nitu? — cnutana Mepi.

— Ta ngn, Konm xo4yew. TaM HEMa Ha WO ANBUTUCS.

Mepi niwna cobi No AopixKui, MUHyNa we ogHy XBipTKY. TyT
BOHa nobaynna we oaHy AiNAHKY TeNIUUb i3 Mi3HIMKM 0BOYaMu,
O0TOYeHy CTiHaMW. 3 ogHOro 6oKy BUOHINacsa Yeprosa 3esieHa
XBipTKa. Mepi B3ss1aCA pyKOoto 3a KNAMKY. XBipTKa LOBOJI Nerko
BiAYMHMNACSA i AiBYMHKA onnHMNacsa y abnyHeBomy cafy. BiH Takox
OyB OTOYEHUI MYPOM, CKPi3b BUCOYiNM rosi 6e3nucTi gepesa,
3eMJ1I0 BKpMBasia NnoXKyxsa TpaBa — NpoTe XBipTok binbwe He 6yno
BUAHO. Mepi nponwna Kpi3b yBeCb cafj, WykKak4u, ge BiH
3aKiH4yeTbCA. BpelwTi BuaBMna, Wo gepesa poCcTyTb Aani, 3a
CTiHOtO, KA 0OMe)XXye caf, Y SKOMY BOHa CTOITb.

TyT Mepi nomiTuNa NTawKy 3 YepPBOHUMU rpyabMu. BoHa cunaina
Ha camMoMy 4ybKy foepesa, L0 POCs0 3a Ti€l CTiHOto. MNTawka
3UPKHYJ1a Ha OiBYMHKY CBOIMW OYeHATAaMU-HAMUCTUHKaMW i

3acniBasia — HeHa4ye po3MOBJs/a 3 Helo.

Mepi 3ynnHmnnacs i 3acnyxanacs, a Toai HecrnoaisaHo
yCMixHynacs. Lle BnepTe AiBYNCBKO, BUABAAETLCHA, MO0
BIATYKHYTUCA Ha NTawmnHuim webiT. NpocTo BiAKONAM AiBYNHKA
noTpanuia Crogmn, TO HisK He Moraa 3HanTu cobi Micusa y uboMy
BeJIN4E3HOMY AO0Mi i3 3a4YMHEHUMIN KIMHATaMW. A LOBKPYX — roje
nycTuue i cipi 6e3nncTi cagn. | TyT ua NnTawmHa. [iB4MHKa cnyxana
1l MOB 3aBOPOXXEHa, a)< AOKW NTawka He BigneTina. LlikaBo, 4n
BOACTbCS We KOUCH il nobaunTn? A MOXXe, BOHa SKpa3 XXuBe y

TOMY TAEMHMUYOMY cafy i BCe NpPO HbOro 3HaE?



HiB4nHKa 6e3HacTaHHO Npo ue gymana. Yomy mictep Apunbang
KpenBeH BUKNHYB KJ1t04? AKLLO BiH TaK CUIbHO N10OMB CBOIO
OPYXUNHY, TO YOMY HeHaBuaunTb il can? Llikaso, 4n i y3arani Bunage
KONMCb Haroga nobaynTum cBoro asanbka. Moxke, Toai po3nuTtae
noro. Ane Tyt Mepi 3ragana, Wo HIKOJIN He BMijsla PO3MOBJIATU Hi 3
AOPOCANMU, Hi 3 AiTbMM (9K Le Byno y AoMi cBALeHMKa). HanesHo,
HaBiTb KON NO6aYNTBLCA 3 AAABKOM, TO HE 3BaXXKUTbCA HIHOro NOMY

Ccka3aTtu. Wkona.

Tenep Mepi gymana nNpo Ntawky. [liB4MHKa nigHAa ronosy,
po3rnagarym gepeso, Ha AKOMy BOHa cugina.

— Ue nepeBo pocTe y NOTAaEMHOMY caly — A BilvyBato, —
3aMuceHo nNpoMoBua 1o cebe. — OCb, KPYroMm CTiHa, a BXo4y

HeMa.

[iB4nHKa noBepHynacs A0 nepLioro ropoay. Tam npavtosas
TOW CTapuin cafiBHUK — nepekonysas 3eMst0. Mepi cTana nopy i
AKYCb MUTb po3rnsgasna noro. Yonosik He 3BepTaB Ha Hel XXO4HOI

yBaru.

— 4 BXe orngHyna Ti ropoan, — BpeLwTi nosigoMusia BOHa.

— XT0 X 60poHNTL? — BYPKHYB BIH.

— | abnyHeBU cag.

— Tam TakoX HeMa cobak npu xBipTui, xoan cobi, Ak xo4vew, —

HEeNPUBITHO KNUHYB BiH.

— Ane TaM € e OAVH caf... a BXOAY A He 3Hauwna, — MOBWUIa
Mepi.



— fAKuin Tam iwe can? — CyBOpoO nepenuTas CTapun,

BUMPOCTaBLLINCb.

— Ton, wo no apyrun 6ik mypy, — Bignosina mic Mepi. — Tam
Ha OHOMY OepeBi cuiina NTawka, Taka YepBOHOrpyaa, i cnisana.

Ha il 34nByBaHHS, Npu LMx coBax obBiTpeHe 06amM44a cTaporo
BiApa3y 3narigHino. 4onosik NoBiNbHO YCMiXHYBCS. Lle reTb noro
nepemiHnno. Mepi nogymMarna: HaCKiJIbKU XX rapHiwe Burnagac
JI0OMHA, KO BOHA YCMIXa€ETbCA. PaHille e Hikoam He cnagano in
Ha ragky.

CapiBHUK noBepHyBcS Yy b6ik a61yHeBOro cagy i 1ereHbko
3acBuUCTIB. Liboro Mepi Bxxe HigK He cnofgisasacs. Ane gani ctanocs
LLOCb reTb HeMOBIpHe.

AiB4nHKa noYyna wypxit Kpun — i TyT 3'aBusiacsa Ta cama
nTawwnHa. BoHa nipneTina oo HUX i cinla Ha Benukin ckmnbi 3emni, 3a

KPOK Bifi MaCMBHOIO YepeBnKa CTaporo.

— O, 0oTO BOHa, — paficHO BUMOBUB BiH, @ TO4i 3aroBOpuB A0
NTalKW, HiIbU 0O ManeHbKOI ANTUHK. — | ae XK Tu goci byna,
BOJIOLLIIOr0? — Hi>KHO 3anuTyBaB BiH. — [1aBHO A Tebe He Gayus.
MeBHO, BXe WyKaew cobi napy? A He 3apaHo?

MNTawwnHa cxnnmna CBO MaieHbKY rosiBKy Habik i AnBunacs Ha
HbOr0 BNCKYYUMUN OYEeHATaMU, CXOXKUMU Ha YOPHI HAMUCTUHKW.
BoHa aHiTpiwkn He 6osnacsa cagiBHMKa i 3axogunacs noprnaTucs B
3eMAi, WwykKat4m cobi MMYNHOK Ta KoMax. Y Mepi notennino y
rpyasx. ii po3vynunno, Wwo Len cyBopui 3 BUrNsay CTapui
PO3MOBJISE 3 NTALWWKO AK 3 AUTUHOO. [iBYMHKA CaMa 3 HiXKHICTIO

po3rnagana ii ManeHbKNn 43600, TOHEHbKI Nanku, KPyrieHbKi

rpyau.



— BoHa 3aBxgn npunitae, Ko BuU 1i Knu4eTe? — Mamxe

nowenku cnutana Mepi.

— As', npunitag, — cTBepamnB cTapun. — A il 4aBHO 3Halo, e 3
Manoro. OTo BuneTina byna 3 rHizga 3 TaMToro cagy, nepeseTina
yepe3 CTiHy — a Ha3af Cs BEPHYTU BxXe cunm He 6yno. Kinbka OHiB
XXWJa B MEHE, 0TO MU N NOAPYXUINCA. A K BXKe 3MOorna c4
BEPHYTW Yy CBOE MHi3A0, TO Wi BUBOLOK PO3NETIBCA XTO KYAMW.
BoHa ca nnwwnna cama i 3HOB €S BEpPHYJ1a 40 MeHe.

— A WO ue 3a NTawka? — cnutasa Mepi.

— 9K, TV He 3Ha€ew? ManunHiBka. ManuHiBkM ay>xe sigaaHi. BoHu
Taki, AK cobaku... AKLWO0 BMi€ELl 3 HUMU obxoanTuca. Moagmein', Ak cs

po3rnapae€. Hibu a3pobae, a 3Hae, Wo My Npo Hei banakaem.

Ctapun 3 ropgoLwamMmm OUBMBCA Ha MTalWKy, HIbn nuwascs, Wwo B
HbOIO € TakKMU Apyr. Mepi 3 LikaBICTIO cnocTepirana i 3a NTawkKolto, i
3a CafiBHUKOM.

— Ag', in nogobae'ca cnyxatu, KoM Npo Hei banakatoTb, —
YCMiXHYBCS cafiBHUK. — BoHa fyxe uikaBa. TiNIbKU-HO BUXOO)KY B
cag — BCe NpuneTuTb, Nnoamsen'cs, wo a pobnto. NesHo, binblue
3HaE€, Wo Ty' pobu'ca, HiXX MicTep KpennBeH. TOM HiYMM He uikaBu'cs.
A BOHa TYy' roJzioBHa, Tak.

ManuHiBka e noxoauna TpiwKn, nonoprnana A3b000M 3eMio,
a ToAi 3ynuHWAAcH i Ha AKYCb MUTb 3aTpuMaia nornag Ha Mepi.
HiB4MHKa Bigyyna, wo ntawka ii BuB4ae. Cepue il 3aBMepsio Bif
XBWOBaHHA. Ta ocb Mepi onaHyBana cebe i po3nuTyBana pani.

— A Kyau noneTinnm pewTa NTaweHaT 3 1i rHi3ga? —

MoLiKkaBM1aCcsa BOHaA.



— Toro HixTo He 3Hae€. lMTaxn Ha o4HIM Micui OOBro Cs He
TpuMatoTb. MOKM HaB4YaTbCA NiTaT — TO LWe, a NoTiM Bpa3
NOKMOAIOTb FHI30. A LA PO3YMHa, 3HAE, WO CA mMwniacs cama i
WO TakK MycuTb ByTn.

Mic Mepi 3pobuna Kpok A0 MasIMHIBKU i LLie pa3 MWUJIbHO Ha Hel
nogmseunacs.

— 4 TakoXX caMa, — NPOMOBWJ1a BOHa.

[loci BOHa He ycBigoMJOBasia: caMe CaMOTHICTb Nopoaykysana Ii
HEBOOBOJIEHHSA i po3apaTyBaHHA. Mepi 36arHyna ue, 34a€TbCA, Ti€l

MWUTIi, KOJIN BOHW 3 MAJZIMHIBKOIO AUBUINCSA OOHA OLHIN Y Bidi.

CTrapun nocyHyB Habik wanky — Mepi noba4yunnia noro TNCUHYy.

— Tw wo, Ta Mana 3 IHAIT? — MoXmTaB roJ10BOIO.

Mepi KuBHyna.

— Topai HeMa Wo Ka3aTtn: Tobi HaneBHO He CoN0aKO, — BU3HAB
cafiBHUK. — TiNbkKK Ty' He 3Hato, K cobi 3 TMM nopaavw, — Aonas
BiH.

BiH 3HOBY B34BCS KOMaTw, i3 CUJI0I0 3araHsaio4m 3aCcTyn B MacHy
3emn0. ManuvHiBka cTpmbana nopyd i 30cepen>keHo BULWYKYyBana
cobi nn4nHKK i xpobayku.

— 9k Bac 3BaTn? — BpeLTi nouikasuiacsa Mepi.

YonoBik BMNpocTascCH.



— beH Be3epcTad, — NpoMOBUB BiH 1 HEBECEJI0 YCMIXHYBCA: —
A TaKoXX CaM K nasieub. Xiba 0TO BOHa NPUIETUTb, — NOKa3aB Ha

MaJIMHIBKY. — TO Mil EAVHUIA OpYT.

— A B MeHe 30BCiM HeMa Apys3iB, — BuMoBuia Mepi. — | Hikonn
He B6yno. HaHa He ay>xe meHe nobuna, i 9 Hi 3 KM He BaBunacs.

MelKaHLi MopKLuMpy Ha3aran claBasiTbCs CBOED MPOCTOTOH:
BOHM BMIilOTb BUKJ1aCTWU CMNiBPO3MOBHUKOBI BCe K Ha Ayxy 6e3
3amBux LepeMoHin. A ctapuin beH BesepcTad 6yB cripaBXHim
nopkwumpuem 3 MizenbCbKOro NycTuula, TOX BiH Tak i CKa3as:

— Ta mn 3 To60t0 3 0QHOro TicTa 3sinneHi. Bce HabypMoceHi,

HeBO0BOJIEHi, BCe CBIiT HaM He MUNui. 9dke ixano, Take 3ambano.

Takoro Mepi JIeHOKC wWe HIKONN B XXUTTi Npo cebe He vyna. Ta n
XTO Mir O6un i1 ue ckasaTtn? Cnyrn? BoHn nuiwie NoKipHO KNaHANUCS,
Xaln Wo BOHa 3 HUMK pobuna, 60 Hanbinbwe 6oanmnca He oOroaAnTn
CBOI Bepennmsin Mic Carib. A 6inbwe HIXTO HE He neperMaBcs. Ta
3apa3 AiB4YnHKa gobpsade 3aMucannacs: HeBXe BOHa i cnpasai
Taka? HabypmoceHa, 9k oTo beH Be3sepcTag nepepn nosieBoto
NTawKn? HenpumeiTHa, K BiH Y MOMEHT iXHbOI 3yCTpidi? Big unx

nyMoK Mepi 3pobunocsi reTb He3aTULLHO.

| TYT BOHa no4vyna AsKUNCb 3BYK. [liB4MHKa obepHynacs.
ManuHiBka 3neTina Ha mosnoay abnyHbKy, Nig aKoto ctosna Mepi,

BMOCTWJIACs Ha rifiui — i 3acniBana.

— UWlo BoHa pobutb? — 34MBOBaHO cnnTana Mepi.

— Han meHe 6iga Bi3bMe, — 3acMmigaBca beH Besepctad, — Tmin
cnopobanacs. BoHa xo4e 3 To60I0 NOAPYXKUTUCS.



— 3i MHO0? [oapyXUTUCA? — He NMY4U Bipyn NepenuTtana Mepi,
a Toai o6epexxHOo 3pobuna Kpok 0 ABAYHbKW, HE 3BOAAYM NMOrnany
3 MTawkKn. — ManeHbKa, TM Xo4eLw CTaTh MOIM ApYyromMm? — narigHo

cnuTasia BOHa MaJanHIBKN. — Xo4vew?

3apa3 Mepi 6yno He BnizHaTK. Kyaon n noainacs ii pi3kicTsb,
BNEpPTICTb, 3aTATICTb! [JiBYNHKA TaK Tenso, Tak HiXKHO N NeCT/INBO
3BepTanacsa Ao nrawku, wo beH BesepcTad ax poTa po335BUB Bif

301BYBaHHA.

— Tw omen! — BUryKHyB BiH. — 3apa' TM roBopuLL 3 Hel Tak

Muno, Ak [ikeH 3i cBoiMU 3BipsaTaMu. A A BXXe AyMaB, Lo TW 3J1t0Ka!

— Bun 3HaeTe [likeHa? — cTpeneHynacs Mepi.

— A XTO X MOro He 3Ha€? Moro fe xo4ell MOXXHa CTPITH, Ha
LinimMm nyctuwi. Ty' noro Ko)xHa bunnHka 3Hae.

Mpucsarato, nncuui, NeBHO, CaMi NOKa3yloTb MOMY CBOI Kybna, Ta

N XKaWBOPOHKWN rnepes HUM CA He XOBalOThb.

LLlonHo Mepi 3ibpanaca 6inbie po3nutaTn Npo LikeHa, 9K
MaJIMHIBKa nepecTana cniBaTu, CTPINHysa KpUbUAaMU i noneTina.

HiB4MHKa nposesa Il Norasagom.

— Ow, BOHa nepeneTina 4Yepes CTiHy, AUBITbCA! — TyT-Takun
CKpuKHyna Mepi. — MNoneTina y a6nyHeBnn can... a Tenep 4yepes
ApYyry CTiHy... y caf, oe HeMma Bxoay!

— bo B TiM cafy BOHa CH nosBWAa Ha CBIT i TaM XuBe, —
NOSACHMB CTapun beH. — A HaBecCHI WykKae cobi napy Nomix
TPOAHOO0BUX KyLiB. Tam 6araTo MasMHIBOK.



— MoMiXX TPOAHOO0BUX KyLLiB, — noBTopwuaa Mepi. — Tam €

TpoAHON?

— [ecaTb pokiB Tomy 6ynn, — 6ypkHyB beH BesepcTad i

B3A4ABCA KOMaTwW.

— 4K 61 A xoTina Ha HUX NOAMBUTUCA! — MPINANBO BUMOBWUIA

Mepi. — A pe xBipTKa? 9k Tyam npontun?

Mpwn umx cnosax beH i3 cMNoK 3arHaB 3acTyn y 3eMJ110, a Ha
noro o6a144a NOBEpPHYBCSA TON CaMU NOXMYpPUN BMUpa3, akun bys

paHiwe.

— Hema xBipTKU®, — Biapybas BiH.

— 9K ue Hema?! — BUrykHyna Mepi. — Mycutb 6yTn.

— Hema i kpan! HixTo He 3Hae€, ae BoHa. A TWU... TU He nNxan
CBOro Hoca, kyam He Tpeba. |lgn cobi i bascsa. A 9 He Mato 4acy 3
TOo6010 0TO BanakaTun. KiHeub!

Yo10BiK 3aKMHYB JSlIoNaTy Ha rnJeye i NiWoB reTb, HaBiTb HE

FNSAHYBLIW Ha Hel aHi He MonpoLLaBLUnCh.

Po3pin 5

Kpuk y Kopugopi

Onsa Mepi JIeHOKC BCi AHI Y MAQETKY MUHaIN O4HAKOBO.
LLlopaHKy BOHa npokupanacs i baymnna MapTy, AKa HaBKOJIiLLKaXx
3anaJitoBasia BOroHb y KaMiHi. Tofi AiB4MHKA BCTaBafa i vwna ao
Apyroi KiMHaTWU cHigaTn. Hikonn He cMaKyBaB i1 TOW CHi4AaHOK — OT,

NPOCTO cuaina i wocb A3bobana cobi anga roantbes. Micns Toro



AVBUIacs Yyepes BiKHO Ha 6e3MeXxHe nycTulle, skKe NpocTsaranocs
BiO Kpato 0o Kpato. MoTiMm Bogranacs i smxoanna Haasip, 6oy
OyaunHKy pobutn 6yno Hivoro. 3peLwwToro, e Hanninwe, wo MoXHa
B6yno npuaymaTtn ansa oHoi Mic Mepi. OTi NPOryasaHKKN Ha CBiIXXOMY
MOBITPI 3MiLHWAKM Ti, 3arapTyBanan. LinumMmm gHaMn giB4nHKa xoauna
Mo CTeXKaX Ta afiedx, a NoTiM I cTpaweHHo cnogobanocsa biratu
HaBMepenMm 3 BiTPOM, KOJIN OTO AMYXasio B 061445, CBUCTINO Y
ByXaX Y1 LUTOBXaNO y CNMHY. ToAi in 3gaBanocs, Hibu BOHa
3Mara€eTbCA 3 AKMMCb HEBUAMMUM BeneToM. Big unx 3abas n1M4Ko
NIBYNHKW 3apyM'siHINO, a B 04ax 3'ABMBCS XXBaBuin 6nmck. MNpasaa,

caMa Mepi nNpo ue Le He 310raayBasiacs.

Mano Toro, nicnsa KiNnbKOX Takux NporynsaHok Mepi
NPOKMHYNAcCH 3 BiAYYTTSAM rosiogy i 3a CTOJIOM y>Xe He Mapyauia
Hapg BIBCAHOIO Kallelo, AK 0TO 3a3BuYain y Hel Byo, a B3s1a NNOXKKY i
BUiNa gopewTn. MapTa 3avyaysasacs.

— Oro, HUHI TV He3Je cs crpaBWia, — CKa3asia BoHa.

— bo meHi 3acmakyBano, — Bignosina Mepi, cama gewo
34MBOBaHa.

— 3acmakyBano, 60 Tn nobpsaye cs Haracana, TO N aneTuT
NpUULLIOB, — 3aBBa>kuia MapTa. — Hawi TakoX: aK NnpunayTb 40
XaTu 3 NycTuwa, To BoBKa 6u 3'inn. Ak bygew oto ca 6aBuTK Ha
CBI>XKiM NOBITPI, TO | NONPaBULWLCS, | Ta XXOBTAHULUS 3inge. Tn BXe

BUrNSQa€ELWl ninwe.

— Ta A He 6aBnocsa, — 3HU3aNa nsiedynma Mepi. — He mato 4mm.

— Hema 4mm baButucs, nogymante! — BurykHyna Maprta. — Ta
AK To? Hawi oHO 6aBnATLCA X04 MaTUYKAMU i KaMiHUSAMW | He

HapikaoTb. TiJIbKO HaABIp X BUMNYCTW.



MpaBay Ka>ky4n, 3abaBn 3 KaMiH4MKaMK i naTn4kamm Mepi He
HagTo cobi yasnana. Moku wo im gocntb 6yno cHyBaTh cobi no
cagax i napkax, po3amMBAsOYMCh BCe AOBKOJ1A. YacoMm in Tpanasascs
BeH Be3epcTac, NnpoTe KOXXHOro pa3y BiH byB abo ay>xe 3anHATUNA,
abo reTb HabypmoceHun i HaBiTb He AMBUBCA Y i BiK. AKOCb BOHa He
BUTPUMana i pywmna NnpocTo A0 Hboro, abu 3aBecTn po3MoBYy, Ta
4YOJI0BIK MOMITMB i, 3aKWUHYB Ha rJeye sionaTy i NilWOB reTb, HIdW

HaBMUCHe TiKaB.

LLlo », po3nuTyBaTn 6yno Hikoro i Mepi cama npuckinameo
ornagana CTiHM a61yHeBOro cagy — y NoLwyKax 3anoBiTHOI XBIpTKN.
OcobnmBo i LWikaBuaa oTa CTiHa, WO BiAropoa>XyBajia ABa Caau.
Monpw CTiHY TArHynacsa ooBra Aopi>kka, obmexxeHa 3 agpyroro 60oky
MOPOXKHIMU KBITHUKAMMW.  ocb Ha oQHIN minsHUi CTiHW 3apocCTi
naowa 6ynum WinbHiwi, Hi>XX geiHnae. Burnagano, Wo ynpoaoBx
TPUBAJIOro HYacy TYT HIXTO HIYOro He BMMNOJIIOBaB, He NiACTpUras.
Hani pocnnHn nonig CTiHOW 6ynn [OrnaHyTI | BArnaaanm akypaTHo.
Likaso, Yomy?

OToX Mepi 3HOBY i 3HOBY npuxoguna y abnyHesuin capg,
lyKatoum 6oaganm aKorocb 3Haky. OCb i 3apa3 BOHa 3YyMNMMHMIACSH
nepepn CTiHOK i 3aMNCNEHO AMBUNACSA, K BiTep ronfac rinky
nJoLWa, Wo BiaAXuannack Big CTiHW, KOJIM panToM nepeg il o4nma
npomManHysia YyepBOHa MNJsMKa, a Aani 3asyHaB A3BiIHKUN WebiT.
HiB4nHKa nigHsANa o4i | Ha BeplleYky CTiHKM nobayuna beHoBy

MasMHIiBKY. MNTawkKa cxununa Habik roniBky i TakoXX po3rnsagana ii.

— Ox! — BurykHyna gisynHka. — Lle tn? MpwusiT!

Likago, wo Mepi, Big AKoT foci i cnosa rofi 6yso BUTATHYTH,
3apa3 po3MoBAa i3 NTAaWKO Tak, Hibwn 3Hana, Wo Ta il po3yMie.

MNTawka i cnpaBai BignoBisa: 3auBipiHbKana, 3awebeTana,
3acTpubana Ha CTiHi, HeMoBbYM NpPo BCe XOoTiNa i po3nosicTn. Mepi



3[laBajloCs, WO BOHa reTb yce po3yMie. MNTawka Hibn Kka3zana:
“MpusiT! A NpaBga, TyT rapHo? | COHEYKO CBITUTb, | 3eMJI9 NaxHe.

Mob6irnn pasom! 3acniBaem-3awebeyem! Nasan! dasan!"

Mepi 3acmisanacsa. ManuHiska nigctpmnbysana, nypxasa no CTiHi,
a [iB4MHKa Birna 3a Hetw, goraHsana. JIN4ko po34epBOHINOCSH, O4i
pagicHo 6anwann — 3apa3 Mepi aHITpilLKK He Haragysasia oTe
bnine cepanTe piByva, gKe Co4n NpuUixano.

— [NTawka, MoA MuNa NTawka! — Becesio Kpu4vana BOHa,

Bi>kyun no gopixui.

AiB4nHkKa cnpobyBana 3aCBUCTITU, HACNIAYOYN LBIPIHBKAHHS.
MNpaBaa, y Hei He HaaTo gobpe Buxoawuno. NpoTe ManHIBKa,
3[aBasiocs, AyxXKe BTiWwwmniacs i 3HoBy 3awebeTana oo Hel. Tak BOHU
N neperykyeBanncs. BpelwTi MasinHiBKa po3npasuia Kpwuna, 3seTina
Ha BepLUe4YOoK AepeBa, 3py4HO BMOCTUNACSA | A3BIHKO 3acniBasa.

Mepi 3ynuHmnnacsa. BoHa Bigpa3y BnisHana ue gepeso, 60 akpas
Ha HbOMY KiflbKa OHiB TOMY BrepLie nobayvnna ManamHiBky. TiflbKK
ToAi AiB4nHKa byna y sbnyHeBomy caay, a 3apa3 CTos1a 3 APYroro
BoKy i Tpoxu Huxx4e. Ane gepeso byno Te came.

— Ocb TOWM caf, A neBHa, — TUXO MOBWJ1a BOHa caMa o cebe.
— Cap 6e3 Bxoay, e Xunee MasnHiBKa. FK »Xe MeHi Tyau

MPOHUKHYTN?

HiB4nHkKa nobirna oo 3eneHol XBipTKK, Yepes AKy yBinwia byna
Toai. MoTiM NOMYana CTEXXMHOIO A0 APYroi XBipTKWU 1 yBiNWNa y
abnyHeBun cag. Mepi synuHunacs i rnsgHyna Bropy: Tak, Aepeso, Ha
AKOMY Ccupina ManuHiska, 6yno no tonm 6ik mypy.

[iB4MHKa Kinbka pa3sis obinwna Bce JoOBKOMA y caay, NMoTiMm
o66irna ropoawv, ToAi 3HOBY BUWLLIJIA HA30BHI N ONUHWACA nepes



MOPOCJIOK MJKOLWEM CTIHO | NPONLIA CTEXUHOK 0 KiHUSA, NUILHO
po3rnsfaatoymcb — NpoTe Bxoay Hige He 6yno. BoHa noBepHynacs i
e pa3 ornsaHyna cTiHy. MapHo.

— Bce ue ayxe AMBHO, — MUC/AIMa BOHa Brosioc. — Yomy beH
Be3epcTad cka3as, WO XBIpTKW HeMa? Napa3a, il cnpaBai HeMa.
Ane pecaTb pokiB ToMy Mmycuna 6yTtun, 60 Wo iHakLwe 3amMnkaB bu
MmicTep KpenseHr?

Lla TaeMHMUA He faBana i cnokoto. Tenep AiBYMHKA 30BCIiM He
>XaJiKyBana, Wo onvHunnacsa y MiseTBeTCbKOMY Ma€eTKy. B [HAIT T
HIYOro He uikaBuIO — TaM BOHa xiba 3Hemarana Bif crnekun. A TyT
CBKMW BiTep 3 nycTuia Hemosbu 34yB il MAABICTb Ta BangyxXicTb,

po30yauB yAaBy.

Y nowykKax XBipTKM BOHa NMpoxoaunia Mamxe uinnun geHb. Koan
nosepHynacsa B 6yaAnHOK Ha Beyvepto, To BXxe byna nobpsye
ronogHa. [liB4MHKa 3i cMakoMm 3'ina Bce, WO npuHecsa MapTa, |
Tenep y BCbOMY TiNi Big4yyBasia NPpUEMHY BTOMY. HaBiTb
H6e3HacTaHHe MapTunHe LOKOTIHHA He Byno 34aTHe nopywunTy ii
cnokoto. Mano Toro, Mepi BXxe nogobanacs ua gobpoayLiHa
NOPKLUMPCbKa AiBYMHA | BOHA 3 LiKaBICTIO Npucayxanacsa o i
po3nosigen.

"A Wo Koamii cnuTaTu..." — panToM nogymasocsa Mepi. OTox
BOHa nornpocuia MapTy 3a/MWNTUCA 3 HEto NICaA BeYepi, nocuaitu
Ha KUWINMMKY nepen KamiHoMm, nobanakaTtn. MapTa pago
noroaunacs. BoHa x 60 Bupocna 3 rypmoto bpaTis i cecTep i
3BUKJIA, WO € 3 KUM MOroBOPUTU. A TYT CTapLUi CAYXXHULI KNuan 3 Ti
NOPKLUMPCBbKOI roBipKKW. 3pewlToto, MapTi Takox cnogobanacs us
AVBHa fiBYMHKaA, WO Npuixana 3 ganekol IHaii, oe Xxuna cepen
iHOycCiB, — a ona MapTu ue byno gk Ka3ska. OTo i byna Haroga
nocuaiTh pa3om. liB4MHa oxo4e BMOCTUIACA Ha KUIUMKY i

nigiérana nig cebe Horn. Toai Mepi cnuTana:



— Cnyxan, a YoMy MicTep KpenBeH Tak HeHaBuaAUTb TOM can?

MapTa NuibHO rNsHyNa Ha Hel.

— Ara, T Hi npo wo binbwe He ayMaeLl, TiNbKKM Npo Ton can! —
noxmTasa rosioBot0. — 3peLlToro, AK A CH NMPo HbOro AoBigana, To
TaKOXX He Morsa 3abyTn. BoeHs i BHo4i gymana!

— Ane 4yomy? — He BigcTynana Mepi.

MapTa cnpobysana 6yno nepeBecTn po3MoBY.

— Eren, nocnyxan, 9K BiTep 0TO 3aBMBA€E, — CKa3aJla BOHA. —
Akbun Tn 3apa’ byna Ha NycTuLli, TO, NeBHO, 3 Hir 6u Tebe 36uB.

Mepi He 3Hana, Wo 03Ha4aE€ "3aBMBac", a NOTIM Npucayxanacs
— i Tomi 3po3yMina. MapTa rosopwuia rnpo OTON ryXUi rys, 4acom
CXOXXM Ha CTOriH, HeHavye AKNNCb HEBUONUMUIA BesleT rynas Yy CTiHW
Ta BikHa. Ane Mepi 3Hana, LWo XXO4HOMY BIiTPY HEe BOACTbCS
NpobuTnCA KPi3b Ui MiLHI MypK, WO NPOCTOAIN CTONITTA, — i i

3pobunnocs Tensio n 3aTULWHO Nepen NasiaXxkMM BOTHULLLEM.

— lapaspg, ane 4omy BiH Tak NOro HeHaBUAUTbL? — NOBTOpPWUIIA

BOHa MNMUTaHHA, nepectaBwn HaClyxXxaTn BiTep.

| Toni MapTa, X04-He-x04, po3rosifa in uiny ictopito.

— TinbKn Nam'aTan: HIKOMy aHi cloBa, — nonepeguna BoHa, —
60 iHaKLWwe MeHi nepenage Big Micic Meanok: BOHa Haka3asa
TpUMaTu A3UK 3a 3ybamu. Y uboMy foMi baraTto npo Lo He MOXXHa
roBopuTun. Taknm Haka3 MicTepa KperBeHa. Kaxke, WO MOro cnpasu
HiKoro He obxonsaTb — i Kpan. Ane cag... 3i cagoMm Tak Bce He Byno.
BiH HanexaB Micic KpelnBeH, i KON BOHU TiNbkn ¢ nobpanu, To

pa3oM MOro gornsaganuv, BoHa i mictep Apymbang. Cagunm Tam pisHi



KBITW, rynann cobi cami rognHamm, 4mtanun, roeopunan. Hikoro 3i
CafiBHUKIB TyAM HaBiTb He NyCKanan — cami Bce pobunu. lyxe
nobunncs, To NnpaBaa. Tam pocsio ogHe CTape AepPEeBO i 3 0QHOro
Boky rinkum Tak 3ibpanuca gokynu, wo 6yno ganHo cuaitn. BoHa
obcaauna noro TposHAamMm AOBKOJa, a caMa nobuna cobi Tyaun
3ani3Tu, oT. Ak AiB4NCbKO. | pa3 risika 3namanacs i micic KpenseH
BMaJla Ha 3eMJt0. TXXKo nobunacs, 6igaka, i Ha opyrun oeHb
Binaana bory aywy. A mictep KpeneseH Mano He 360>XeBoiB 3 rops.
Nikapi BXxe ca 60411 3a HLOro, AyMaaun, He BUTPUMAE HONOBIK. |
BiATOAI BIH @Hi HOrOK He CTYNMB Yy TOU caf. HaBiTb rOBOPUTU HIKOMY
He BifIbHO. Taka icTopis, o.

Mepi byna Bpa>keHa. Tenep BoHa BCce po3yMina. [iB4nHLUI cTano
[0 CNi3 WKofAa i IoHy Micic KpenmseH, i cBoro aanbka Apymnbanpa — i
TOW NOKUHYTUIN 3HEHaBUOXKEeHW can. binblie BOHa He
po3nNuTyBasa, a Jne 3a>KypeHo AMBUNACS Ha YepPBOHI NOBINCKK

BOMHIO Y KaMiHi. A 3a BIKHOM TY>XHO BUB BiTep.

OcCb Tak BOHM 1 cuiinn MoBYKKN. KoXXHa y 3a4yMi e
nepebupana Lo CyMHY iCTOpItO, LLO KOJINCb OTO Biabynacsa y ubomy
TAaEMHNYOMY O0Mi, KOJIM panToM yBary Mepi npmBepHyn AKiCb
He3po3yMini 3sykn. Cnepuwly ix rogi 6yno BigpisHUTKY Bif ryny BiTpy,
aJie BOHW ABHO AonnHanm 3 6yanHKy, a He 3HagBopy. Mepi 3HOB
npuciayxanacsa. HeHavye gecb nnakana autuHa. [isdnHka obsena

norasaom KiMHaTy i 3anMTAnBO rAsiHya Ha MapTy.

— Yyew? XTOCb njiavye, — CKa3aJsia BOHa.

MapTa 4YoMycCb po3rybunacs.

— Ta Hi, — BiAKa3ana HeBneBHeHO, — T0b6i cs 34an0. To BiTep
AMe 3 nycTuuwa i 38a€'cq, Hibm XToCb CTOrHe 4um nnaye. To BiTep.



— 3a4ekan... ue BcepeauHi, B OyamHKy, AecCb Y KiHUI Kopruaopy,
— He norogunacs Mepi.

| TYT XTOCb YHU3Y Big4nHMB Asepi. Mo Kopnaopy NpoHiccs
CWJIbHUI NepeTaAr i ABepi KiMHaTK, Yy AKiA BOHU CULINN, i3 TPIOKOTOM
po34nHUNnCA. [liB4aTa a)k nigcko4mnan. Nacoea samna 3racna. A 3
KOpUOopy BMPaA3HO AOJIMHYB YMACH MJav.

— Ocb, cnyxan! — BurykHyna Mepi. — 4 x Tobi kazana! XTocb
nnaye... i ue... ue ANTUHA.

Ane MapTa He CcTasla NpuUcayxaTuca: BOHa panToM KNUHysiaca Ao
ABepen, MUTTIO 3aKpuJia iX i MOBEepHYya KJoY y 3aMKy. Ane 3a Tou
Yac 060€ BCTUMNM MOYYTU, AK Y KiHLI KOPULOPY XTOCh i3 FPIOKOTOM
3aKpuB OBepi — i TOAi 3anaHyBasia TUwa. HaBiTb BiTEp yLLYX.

— To byB BiTep, — BNepTo NosTOopuaa MapTta. — A AK He BiTep,
To Masna beTi baTepBepT 3 KyXHi: B Hel Linvn aeHb 60nTb 3y0.

Mepi nunbHO noamemiacs i1 y Bidi. JiB4mMHa 3HisKoBINa. Mepi

BNeBHWIaCA: MapTa LWOCb NPMXOBYE.

Po3pgin 6

“Tam XTOCb Nnakas... cripaBgil”

3paHKy nuB gouwl. Mepi BUrnsHyna y BikHO: nycTuule 3aTArnao
ryCcTOlO iMNot0. 'eTb HiYoro He BUAHO. ITn Haagip He Byno sK.

— A Wwo BM pobunte BooMa, KON Taka noroaa, gk 3apas? —
cnuTasna BoHa MapTy.



— OwuBumcs, abun He HAaCTYNMUTN KOMYCb Ha HOTY, — YCMixXHylacs
MapTa. — XaTuHKa MajleHbKa, a Hac Kyrna ngy. A 9K goll, To BCi
TOBYYTbCHA OfHE B OQHOIM0 Ha rosoBi. Hawa mMaMa HacKinbkn gobpa
XXiHKa, asie i BOHa YacoM He BUTpuUMYE. ToAi cCTapwi nayTe A0 XJliBa
6aBuTuUCA. [likeH — ToMy B3araJsi 4oL He 3aBaxkae. e cobi
HaaBip. Kaxke, Wo ToAi NoMivYa€e TakKi pedi, AKUX He BUAHO Yy FrapHy
norofy. 1KOCb BiH 3HaANLWOB MaJieHbKe JINCEHA: BOHO JleaBe He
NOTOHYJI0 Y CBOI HOpi. [likeH 3anxaB noro cobi 3a nasyxy, 3irpis i
npuHic gogomy. Ctapa nucmua nexxkasna Bbuta Koo Hopu, Bce
3anuno Boaoto. PewTta BuBogKa 3armHyna. | BiH 3abpas noro
nonomy. IHworo pa3sy [likeH 3HanwoB MOJIOLY BOPOHY, AKa TexX
MaJsio He BToNwuiacs, i npupy4us ii. Ha3eas il CMoJIbKO1O, 60 BOHa
yopHa. | Tenep CMoNbKa NiTa€ 3a HUM CKpi3b.

Mepi 3 LikaBiCTIO cnyxana Te, Wo po3nosigasa MapTa: xaTuHa
Ha NMyCTWULLI, Ae Y YOTUPbOX KIMHaTKaX TY/INTbCA ax
yoTupHaauaTepo ocib. Ta Hanbinbwe Mepi LikaBuna MapTuHa
MaMa — 60 TiNibKKM Big 3raaku Npo Hei AiBYMHKa BigYyBasla 9KeCb
Tenso — i, 3BiCHO, [likeH, AKU BMIB OPYXUTU 3 IMCEHSATaMu,

BOPOHaMM i BCiMa iHWNMW 3BipATaMN.

— Akbun y meHe Byna BOpOHa 4n INCEHS, — CYMHO BMMOBWJ/IA
Mepi, — 9 6 rynana 3 HuUMu, 6asmnacs 6. Ane y MeHe HIKOro Hema,

HIKOTiCiHbKO.

MapTa cniB4yT/ANBO IIsiHYJ1a Ha Hel.

— Tn Ha cNnUAX BMIEW NAeCcTU? — cnuTajia BOHa. — A WwWnTtmn?

— Hi.

— A yuTaTn BMIieEW?

— Bwmito.



— To yoro 6 To6i He B3ATUCSA 00 YNTAaHHA? ABO MOoXXeLl BYNTUCA
NMMCaTn — TN BXXE BeJINKa, MOXKeLl CaMa BYNTUCS, — CJIYLLIHO

3aBBa)kuna MapTa.

— Ane B MeHe HeMa HiKUX KHUXKOK, — MoBuna Mepi. — Bce

3anmwmnocs B lHAN.

— I'm, wKopa, — cka3ana MapTta. — Cnyxan, a Tm nonpocu
Micic Meanok: Ty' € 6ibnioTeka — BeNMYe3Ha, | KHUM TaM Uina Kyna.
LLlocb cobi Ta n Bnbepell, — Bnasia Ha ragKy AOiB4nHa.

TyT Mepi nogymMana: 4yLoBO, BOHa nige i nowykae 6ibnioteky
cama. NMuntaTn fo3soay y Micic Megnok? Hasiwo? BoHa 1 Tak piako
NOKA3YETbCS 3i CBOEI KIMHATK Ha NepLIoMy rnosepci. Y Lbomy
AVBHOMY OYOUHKY NOAW B3arasi MOrin TXKHAMU He BavynTu ogHe
OLHOro. 3pewTolo, OKpiM cnyr, i roai 6yno Korocb 3ycTpitu. Konu
rocnofjaps HeMa BAOMa, Ha OPYrun NoBepx BOHU Marmxe He
nigHiMaloTbCA: IM-60 30BCiM HEMOraHO BE0CS Y iXHi KiMHaTi Nobiy
KYXHi. TaM iIX CUTO roaysasin HOTUPW YM N'ATb pa3iB Ha OeHb, @ KON
He 6yno i Micic Megnok, To CAyrm MOrav rognHaMmn 3acuay>KyBasimcs

3a CTOJIOM 3a CMixaMu Ta banavykamum. PobuTtum X Hivyoro.

Micic Mepnok, npasaa, Aecb WO APYrMn AeHb 3a3upana no
KiMHaTK Mepi — nepesipuTK, 4YM BCe rapasf, asie HiKon He
po3nuTyBasa, YAM Ta 3aMMaETbCA. 3 yCiel Yenani Mepi NOCTINHO
6aynna nuwe MapTy, AKa HaKpMBasa AN Hel CTif, a NMoTiM
3abupana Tapinku. Cneply AiBYMHKY Le amByBano, 60 B IHAIT 3a
HeK CKpPi3b X04WnNa HAHSA, axK YyacoM ue Mepi Habpuaano. Ta
BpeLUTi-peLwlT BOHa Bupiwmnia: MabyTb, B AHMIl TakUin 3BUYaN, LLO
AiTV Yy BCbOMY MatoTb NOBHY cBoboay. TuMm BinbLie: Hagiwo nntaTn
no3BoJsy?

MapTi AiBYMHKA TaKOXX Hi4Oro He ckasana. Bupiwwnna, wo tak
byne kpawe. [loyekanacs, Nokn Ta No3miTana pewwTKn Bepecy Bif



y4OopalWHbLOro BOrHMLa i niwna BHM3. Toai Wwe XBUMH i3 OecsaTb
noctosna 6ing BikHa, 06baymytoum cBoi aii. Hacnpasai 6ibnioteka i
HaATo He uikaswuia: Mepi, 3BiCHO, BMiJfla 4YMTaTW, ajfe 3a BeCb Yac
3[10J1a/1a AKMUXOCb KisibKa KHUM. A 0Cb caMin nobaykaTun no
Kopmnaopax LubOro TAaEMHMUYOro 6yanHKY — Lie WOoCh iHWoro. Heexe
BCi Ti KiMHaTW i cnpaBA4i 3aMKHEeHI? A MoXXe, SKacb Hi? LlikaBo, 4un
BOACTbCS iX noniymTn... Hy 60 wo X iwe Tyt pobuTn 3a Takoi

noroamn?

Mepi Big4nHWNa aBepi KiMHaTW | pyLunna y OBrin KOpuaop.
B6ik Bif HbOro Bigrasny>KyBasnucs iHWi Kopnuaopu i nepexoau, ane
Mepi NoKu Wo BMpiwnna gocnianTn uen. BiH npuBiB i 40 CXon4i..
HiB4nHKa nigHsanaca i nobavnna we oaHi cxoan. Ha cTiHax CKpi3b
BUCISIN CTAPOBUHHI KAPTUHWN: NOTbMSAHINI Bif Yacy nemsaxi, Ta
3p0ebinbwa — nopTpeTn YOMOBIKIB i XKIHOK B MULIHNX aT/ACHUX I
OKCaMUTOBUX CTPOAX. Mepi HIKOJIN HaBiTb He AyMana, WO IX MOXXe
6yTn Tak 6baraTto. BoHa NoBisIbHO Nepexoauna Bi4 04HOro NOpTpPeTy
A0 Apyroro, HaMaratuucb Bigragatu, kum 6ynm ui moaun. Mepi
3[1aBasioCH, WO /0an 3 NOPTPETIB TAaKOX MUbHO 1i pO3rnaaatoThb i
AVBYIOTbCSA: MOBJISIB, WO pobuTb U MasieHbKa AiBYMHKA Y IXHbOMY
AoMi? 3pelwToto, Hambinblie i nogobanncsa nopTpeTn giten.
[iB4aTKa Oynn BAATHEHI Y AOBri aTNaCHi CYKEHKW, a XJIONYUKN Masnu
Ha cobi AKiCcb reTb He3BUYHI BOPaHHSA 3 NUWHMMMW PYKABaMM i
MepeXXnBHUMU KoMipusaMKn. Ta ocCb 1l yBary npusepHyia
HabyHAlo4YeHa AiBYMHKA Yy 3e/IeHOMY napyeBoMy nnaTTi. Ha nanbui
BOHa TpMMaJsia TaKoro CamMoro 3eJIeHOro nanyxky. Ls ais4mHka
4yuMOCb Haragysasia camy Mepi.

— | e XX Tu Tenep? — 3BepHysacsa go Hel Mepi. — LWkopa, wo
He TyT: 9 6 3 Toboto 6baBuniacs.

Tak, ue 6yB 0OBOJI HE3BNYHUI paHOK. Burnagano, Hibn y ubomy
BenmyesHoMy 6yanHKy HeMae binbwe HiKoro, nuwe BoHa, Mepi,
MaHOpYye oTo no 6e3nogHuX Kopugopax. | ckpisb ABepi, osepi. "I'Mm,



SAKLWO TYT CTiNbKN KIMHAT, TO KOJINCb Y HUX MYCUJIN XXUTWN noan", —

AyMana fiB4MHKa.

BoHa nigHanacsa Ha TpeTin noBepx. BpewTi Bupiwmnna
cnpobyBaTn — MOXXe, AKYCb KiMHATY Taku 3abynm 3aMKHyTH.
[iB4nHKa nepexoawvna Bi4 O4HUX ABepeun A0 ApYyrux — AapMa. BoHa
BXX€ reTb 3rybusa Hagito, Koan panToM HaTUCHYNA LWe Ha OA4HY
KNAMKY — | Ta noganacs. Mepi axx nepexonuno noaux. BoHa
obepe>XxHo nonxHyna gsepi i BOHM NOBIJIbHO BiAYNHUANCS. 3@ HAMMK
Byna Benvka cnasbHA 3 robesneHamMmm N PO3KIiWHO iHKPYCTOBaHMMM
mebnamu, noaibHMMM Ha Ti, Ki i Hepa3 goBoawnnocs 6a4yntum B IHAI.
3 WWMPOKOro BiKHa BiAKPUBaBCSA BUrNAL4 Ha NyCcTULLE, @ Hag KaMiHOM
BUCIB LLle 0AWH NopTpeT Tiel OyHOYHOI OiBYMHKI, AKa, 3[4aBasloCs,
Ay>Xe NUNbHO PO3rnsfa€e HecrnoaisaHy rocTio.

— HanesHo, ue byna Konucs ii KiMmHaTa, — Bupiwwnna Mepi.

Mig nornagom Tiel giB4MHKK Mepi noyvyBanaca HE3PYYHO, TOMY

LWBMOKO BUWLLIA 3BIATINA.

Hani Mepi iwna no kopuaopy i Nnepesipsaia BCi ABepi nigpam.
baraTto Taku 6ynm He3aMKHeHi. BoHa BXXe ak cTommnacsa obxoamTum
CTiNIbKW KiIMHAT — iIX TyT i cnpasAai 6yno A0 COTHIi, Xo4a OiBYMHKA W
He nivmna. CKpi3b CTapOBUHHI KapTuHW i robenenun, mebni 3
AVBOBVXXHUMUW OPHAaMEeHTaMun — Cuja-CueHHa po3MalTux peden.

e X TyT yce ornsaHew?

B oaHin KimHaTi, npubpaHin okcammTom (MabyTb, Le byna
AaMCbKa BiTasIbHA, NogyMana fiB4MHKa), Mepi 3Hanwna KinbkKa
NEeCATKIB MaleHbKNX CJIOHUKIB, BUTOTOBIEHUX 3i CJIOHOBOI KiICTKMW.
CNoHuKn bynun Benuki i ManeHbKi, AesKi HeC/IM Ha CBOIX CMMHAX
NOrOHMYIB Y/ NanaHKiHW. Mepi i B IHAIT Tpannanocsa 6a4nTu Taki
dirypkun 3i CNOHOBOI KiCTKW. BOHa CTana Ha MasleHbKNN OCJIHYMK,

BiAYMHWNA OBepusTa WadKy i NoOBUTArysasa C/IOHUKIB, Wob Kpalle



po3aoMBUTUCS Ta N Nnobasutucs. Konm n ue Habpnano, BOHa
nocTasuia Pirypkn Hasag i 3a4mHuna ix.

Mepi BXxe 3ibpanacs byno BuxoamnTu 3 Ui€l BiTaNbHi, KON
panToOM MNoYvyfa NereHbKun Wwypxit. BoHa nigactpnbHyna n
obepHynacsa y 6ik amBaHy, 3BiAKW 0OJIMHAB TOM 3BYK. Ha AuBaHi
Jle)kasla oKcaMuToBa NMoAyLlKa, a B HiK 3a901a gipka, 3 AKol

BUrngdgajla HaJiskKkaHa MULLKaA.

Mepi obepexxHo niginwna, wob posgmentnca. Mmwka byna He
camMa: JOBKOJ1a Hel Crasn lecTepo KPUXiTHUX MULLEHAT. Big uiel
HecrnoAiBaHol 3ycTpidi Mepi cTano Tenniwe Ha gywi: 6ogan sKicb
>KUBi CTBOPIHHA Y LbOMY 6€371104HOMY A0MI.

— I'm, a4 6 3abpana ix BCix 3i coboto. XKunnm 6 y Moin KiMHaTi. Ane

BOHa TakKa HassikaHa... Jlinwe He vinatumy, — mMoBunia Mepi.

[iBYMHKa BUNLLNA Y KOPUAOP i BMpilLWAa NoBepHYTUCA A0 cebe.
Bio yTomMn BoHa He Morna sigpa3sy 3ragaTu gopory. Kinbka pasis
noBepTaJia He TyAW, BpeLwTi 3HanwNa NoTpibHi cxoam i Takm
BTpanuia Ha CBi noBepx. Ane Tam 3HoBYy 3abnyaunacs i He Mmorna
3HaANTKU CBIN Kopuaop. Mepi 3ynuHunacs i po3snpHynacsa. BoHa
CTosN1a Yy AKOMYCb KOPOTKOMY rnepexopni 3 robeneHamu Ha 060x

CTiHaX.

— [eBHO, 3HOB He TyAW NOBEepHyJa, — CKa3asa AiB4MHKa A0
cebe. — | kyau Tenep iTn?

TyT ii po3aymn obipeaB nnay. 3HoBy! | ue 6yno 30BCiM 6/1M3bKO.
Ii cepue wBMaKo 3abunocs. Mepi NoBepHYNacs i pyKo MUMOBISIbHO
3a4yenuna robeneH. BiH BigxXnnmBca — AOiBYMHKA Bif, HECMNOAIBAHKMN
aXKk BifcaxHynacs: nig HUM xosasncsa aeepi! He BCTurna BoHa HaBiTb
npo ue nogyMmaTu, K ABepi caMi BIiZYMHUANCA — | nepen Heto
nocTana Micic MensoK i3 B'A3KOIO KJIHOYIB Y pYyL.



— Tu wo TyT pobunw? — cyBOpO CrnmnTasa BOHa, cxonuswun Mepi
3a pyky. — Wo a Tobi rosopuna? He BewtaTnca e He npocaTb!

— 9 3abnykana, — cnpobyBana noacHUTN Mepi. — He 3Hana

KYOW iTW, | NOYya YAACh nav.

3apa3 BOHa NpPOCTO HeHaBupaina micic Measnok.

— Tw HiYOro He Yyna, — rocTpo CKasajla eKOHOMKa. — HeramHo
noeBepTancs y CBoto KiMHaTy abo... abo a nobpe HamHy T0b6i Byxa.

| BOHa noBena AiBYMHKY NO KOpuAopax, a ToAi BrxHyna iy

KiMHaTYy.

— A Tenep bygew Ty' cuaitTk, iHaKLWe NMPoCcTo 3aMKHy Tebe Ha
KJII04, — KaTeropu4yHo 3asBuia Micic Mensok. — Xaw rocnogap
3Hanae Tobi ryBepHaHTKy. 3a Toboto Tpeba nobpe ameBmTuCH, a A
Mato Kyny poboTn.

BoHa Buiwwna i rptokHyna 3a coboto asepuma. Mepi onyctmnnacs

Ha KWIMMOK nepen KamiHoMm, 6nifa Big rHisy.

— TaM XTOCb NJlaKaB... MNJiakas... NNlakaB! — NoBTOpIOBaia

cama po cebe.

apa3n, BOHa BCe O4HO Ai3HAETbLCSA, Y 4iM TyT pid. Mepi BXe
OBiYi Yyna uen nnay, in He 3ganocd. Ane noTiM AiB4MHKaA 3ragana

CJ/IOHVMKIB 3 BiTaJIbHi, MULLEHAT y NnoAyLiLi — i N0OBOJ 3aCnokoinacs.

Po3pnin 7

Kntou Big cagy



Yepe3s aBa AHi Bpew Ti Bunoroaunocs. Mepi posnaoowmna ovi i
BiApa3y 3ipBasiacs 3 NikKa.

— Ouen! Anencsa! — rykHyna MapTi, NOKa3yo4mn y BIKHO.

3a Hiy BiTep po3irHaB Cipun TyMmaH i xMapu. Hag nyctuwem
CUHINOo 4Yncte Hebo. BiTep Tex yuwyx. Mepi HaBiTb He Mpisna
nobaynTn Take 6e3n0HHO-CNHE Hebo. B IHAIT He603Bia 3aBXAN
nawiB cnekoto, a TyT rnmboka XosiogHa CUHb, HaYye Ha o3epi. TisIbKK
ne-He-ae nponJanBalTb MasieHbKi Bifli XMapKun, HeEHa4ve CniHeHi
XBWUJbKW. Ta 1 caMme nycTuue no3bynocsa CBOEI CipoCcTun, 3arpano

HoBMMU BapBamu.

— Ara, 6a4nw, — ycmixHynacsa MapTta. — B uto nopy Tak €: 1o
nou, 6yps, To COHUe 3acBiTUTb. BeCHa HaaxoanTb.

— 91 aymana, wo B AHrnii 3aBxan abo cipo, abo nne gowy, —
mMoBuia Mepi.

— Ta He! AHi 6am3bko! — BUrykHyna MapTa, BiACYHYBLUW Bif,
cebe LWiTKY.

— Wo-wo? — nepenutana Mepi.

MapTa 3acmignacs.

— Hy oT, 3HOB A 6anakato No-NopKLLUMPCbKOMY, — MOBWJ1a BOHaA.
— "AHi 6/1M3bK0O" 03Ha4a€ "30BCiM Hi", — MOBINILHO BUMOBMAA. — 5 XX
Tob6i Ka3ana, wo Tob6i cnopobae'ca Hawe nycTuwe. K Npurpie
COHeYKO, SIK 3auBiTe APOK, POKUTHUK i BepeCc — Ty' HaurapHiwe B
CBIiTi. | MeTenukn nitatoTb, | 60>K0NN, | )XaNBOPOHKWM CNiBalOTb. Toai

Tebe, NeBHO, OAOMY He 3a)keHell, SK [likeHa.



— A paneko o nyctmwa? Ym 9 3MoXy AiNTn? — 3a4yMJInmBo
cnuTana Mepi, AMBASYUCH Y BIKHO. BoHa > 60 nam'aATana, aKi BENUKI
caaun noskona ByamHKy, a NycTuLE NOYMHAETLCA FeH-reH 3a
Ma€ETKOM. Afie Ui NpOoCTOpW, 3a01UTi COHUEM, BabuUnu AiBYNHKY.

— ['M, He 3Halo, — 3aBaranaca MapTta. — [lymalo, TaM 30 N'aTb
Mub Byae, a Tak Oasieko TU We 3poay He xoauna. 1o Hawoi

XaTUHW IKpa3 CTiJIbKW, @ BOHA CTOITb Ha Kpato NycTuLla.

— § Xo4y NOAMBUTUCS Ha Hei, Xxo4y NobayvnTK, SK BN XUBETe, —

3aropinacs Mepi.

MapTa Ha AKyCb MUTb NnepecTasa YNCTUTU PeLliTKy i 3
LiKaBICTIO gmBuaacsa Ha Hel. O4i OiIBYMHKMW Masiajn, JINYKO MaLlino.
[e 1 noginacsa Ta 3BepPXHICTb, AKY OHa MNaHsAHKa BUABJISAIA A0 Hely
nepwun aeHb?! 3apa3 Mepi Haragysana il MasieHbKY CECTPUYKY,
Cio3aH-EH, KoM Ta 4Yorochb Ay>xe xoTina.

— Cnyxan, naBan 3pobumo Tak: 3apa' a9 3aKiH4y poboTy i nigy
nogomy, 60 Mato BiNbHUIM AeHb. A TaM cnuTato MaMy. BoHa Woch
nopaguTb, — BUpiwnia MapTa.

— TBOos MaMa Ay>Xe Muia, 9 Tak AyMato, Xo4a Le Hi pa3y i He
ba4ynna, — ckasana Mepi.

— BoHa Bcim cs nopgobae, — ycMixHynaca MapTa, go4niatoym
pewiTky. — | micic Mennok il noBa>ka€. Kk mama 1i NONPOCUTb, TO
micic Mennok Bigpa3sy Bianyctutb Tebe 0o Hac.

MapTa BuTepsa 0b6any4s apyrnm 60KOM OOMO0HI | noBena gani:

— BoHa pny»xe pnobpa, Hawa mMama. | BeCb 4ac y poboTi, Ak
64Kinka. Bce wocb BapuTb, WWNE, MUE, Nepe. 9K AoBro ii He 6ayy,



TO MEHi CYMHO, a K Wy A040MY Yyepe3 nycTuule, To axk crisato, Lo
il 306auvy.

— JlikeH, NeBHO, TaKOX Oy)Xe Muinn, — gogana Mepi.

— Ara, noro BCi NTaWwkKW, i KPOJINKW, i BiBLUi, | NOHI, i IMCN — BCi
nobnate, — norogmnnaca Mapta. — OT uikaBo, Wo BiH nNpo Tebe

CKake? — 3aMucannacs, ouBasyYncCb Ha Hel.

— MNeBHoO, a9 nomy He cnogobatocsa, — cyxo Bignosina Mepi. — 4
e HikoMy He crnogobanacs.

— 'm, @ T cama cobi nogobaewca? — panTom cnuTana i
MapTa.

Mepi Le NUTaHHA 3acTaslo 3HEHaLbKa.

— HaneBHO, He fy>Xe, — rnoBarasLUMNCb, BiAMOBIS1a BOHA.

MapTa nocMixHynacs, HeMoB6M LWOCh 3ragana.

— 3Ha€wW, 3i MHOK TaKoX Take Bbyno. AKoCb 8 Npo3mBasa CBOIX
MosioAWnMX BpaTukiB | cecTpuyok. Mama ToAi Npana. | Kaxke MeHi:
"fkwo bynoew Taka Npukpa, TO HiXTo 3 To60l0 He CTaHe BOAUTUCS.
3/1I0KWN HIKOMY He noTpibHi. Ta 1 xiba Tn cama cobi Taka
nopobaewca?". OTak cka3zasa MeHi. Togi 8 npunwna Ao TAMN i
binbwe He pokyyana manum. OCb Tak, — po3nosigana MapTa,
NOXUTYO4YN rOJI0OBOIO.

HiB4nHa nogana Mepi cHigaHoK i nobirna. i yekano N'aTe MUNb
[oporu yepes nycrtuule i Kyna pobotu sagomMa. [liB4mHa Mycuna
[0oNoMorTn maTtepi. BoHn pa3om npanu, neknum xnié Ha uinvn
TWKAOEHb, Npubunpann y xaTuHi. Ane MoXXameicTb NobyTn BoOMa

npuHocuna MapTi HanbinbLwe BTixK i poboTa il He nakana.



Konn MapTa niwna, Mepi Big4yna cebe we 6inbwie caMOTHbLOLO.
3annwaTnca y KiMmHaTi 11 30BCiM He XoTinocs. [iB4MHKa WBNOEHBKO
BOArnacs i noganaca y can. Tam BoHa, abu po3BiaTucs, ctana
biraTn noBkona hoHTaHy. 3a4s5 po3Barn 3axoanaacsa paxyBaTu
Kosa. Ha pecaTtomy HacTpin noninwwuecsA. CrnpasAai, MAaEeTokK, No
BiHLA 3a/IMTUW COHLEM, reTb NepemMiHnBCA. LiB4MHLI TYT LWopa3
binbwe nogobanocsa. HagiTb 6YANHOK y>Ke He 34aBaBCSA NOXMYPUM.
Mepi 3agepna ronosy i ameunacs y Hebo, yasnsato4m, Wwo cama oTo
NPOMJIMBa€E Hag MAaETKOM Ha 0TuX Binmx xmapuHkax. MoTim niwna
Ha ropof i nobaymnna beHa Be3zepcTadha. BiH npaytoBaB Tam pa3om
i3 Wwe gBoMa cagisHnkamun. CoHue, 34aBasnocs, i NOMy NPUHECSo
nobpun HacTpin. NobaymBLun AiBYMHKY, BiH HE TikaB, a CaM

3aroBopuB 40 Hel:

— BecHoto naxHe. Yyew?

Mepi BTArHya y Hi3api NnosiTps.

— 30Q€TbCA, YYyl0, — BigNOBiNIa BOHA. — TaKN BOrKUN i

NPUEMHUI 3anax.

— Bbo To 3eMns naxHe, — KNBHYB rOJIOBOIO, HE NepecTalyun
kKonaTun. — CoHue npurpino. Bce novyHe pocTun, NOTArHEeTLCSA A0
COHUSA. 3emnsa Habpana cnnm 3a 3uMy. Tak-Tak, caMa 306a4uL.

CKopo TYy' NOSABAATLCS MasleHbKi MAPOCTKN.

— A WO 3 HUX BMpoCTe? — cnutana Mepi.

— Ty' 6yayTb KPOKYCH, i MIACHDKHUKN, | HApUMUCK. TY WO, HIKOAN

He 6a4una?

— Hi. B IHAii TakoXx nicng gouis Bce byse€, ane Takoro Hema. |
TaM BCe poCTe AyXKe WBUAKO, — noscHuIa Mepi.



— Ty' cnpaBa Tak CKOpO He pobu'cs, — NOBa)KHO BigKa3aBs
cTtapun beH. — lMNepLue cA NOABNATbL MaJiIeHbKi MAapoOCTKKU, MOTOMY
BOHW BUNYCTATb OAWH JIMCTOK, NOTIM APYrviA, NOTIM LwWe i we, ToA

LLONHO NyN'AHKK, @ ToAi i 3auBiTyTb. Cama 306a4uLu.

— 3BicHO, 6yay NpuxoAnTU CrOaun | AMBNTUMYCb. Lle X Tak
LiKkaBo, — pano smmoBuia Mepi.

TyT OiBYMHKA no4vysa 3Hanomum Wypxit Kpuin. Le npuneTina
MasiMHiBKa. Mepi oy>xe 3pafina. A nTawka B3sAsacs 3 Heko
3arpaBaTun: nypxana [OBKPYX, cTpubana i 1ykaBo no3uvpana,

CXUNMBLUWN Ha BiK roniBky. [liB4MHKA HE MOria NOBIPUTU CBOIM O4aM.

— HeB)xe BOHa MeHe naMm'aTae? — BUrykHysia Mepi.

— A 9K T gyMaew?! — 3a4MBoBaHO BUMOBMB beH. — Ta BOHa Ty
KOXXHY Fasly3Ky 3Ha€, He Te Lo noaen. bauymw, xove Tebe ninwe

nisHaTW.

Mepi BMpilwnia CKOpMCTaTUCH NPUXUSIBHUM HAaCTPOEM CTapPOro i

CcnnTana.

— A Bl Cafly TaKOX yce 3apa3 NoYnHa€e pocTun?

— B AkoMy TO cany? — HaAaCTOPOXXeHO nepenuTaB BesepcTad.

— Jle € pepeBo, obcagxeHe TpoaHOamMun, — Besna gani Mepi. —

LlikaBo, 41 TaM wWe 3aMWnInNCa AKiCb KBITU? A TposaHON?

— OTo ili cnuTtan, — Biaoka3as beH Be3sepcTad, nosisLwun
nne4vem y 6ik ManmHiBKN. — BOHa oaHa 3Ha€. 3a OeCsaTb POKIiB Tyau

OinblLIe HIXTO He NMOTUKaBCA.



[ecATb poKiB — HEManMn WMaT Yacy, nogymana Mepi, i1 camin
Oyno pecaTb poki..

HiB4nHKa niwna, o6aymytoum Te, WO BAANOCS A0BiAATUCA.
Moxxe, Yyepe3s Te, WO ca NOKNHYIN CaMe ToAi, KOJIM BOHa
Hapoawnacs, Mepi y rnmbuHi oywi oy>e noro wkogysana. TyT, y
MizenTBeMTCbKOMY Ma€ETKY, BOHa 3Haunwna ans cebe uinnm CBIiT, y
akomy 6ynm manuHieka, [likeH, MapTuHa Mama, cTapun beH i cama
MapTa. | cag TakoXX MyCMB 10 HbOro HasnexkaTtu! [liB4nHKa iwna
y300BX Ti€l 4OBrol CTiHW, BKPUTOI nitowiem. BoHa Tak 3arnnbunacs
y CBOI pO34yMW, LLIO HaBiTb HE MOMiYasia MaJINHIBKMN, AKa neTina
ycnig 3a Heto. Mepi cHyBasnia nNo Aopikui i BCce nornagasa Ha
BepLUEYKU Oepes, Lo poCn 3a CTIHOI, KOJIM parnToM 3HOBY MNo4vyna
webeTaHHA. BoHa obepHynacs i nobavnna manuHieky. NTawka
cTpubana No NOPOXKHLOMY KBITHUKY NiBOBGIY Bif OOPIKKK | Have
Hamarasacs Wwoch 3BigTam BunopnaTu. [iB4NHKA yCMixXHynacs.

MooymMaTu TiNIbKW, MaJIMHIBKA yBeCb Yac neTina Ha3upui!

— MoSs MmaneHbkKa! — Hi>KHO BMMOBWJ1a BOHA.

ManuHiBka 3acTpubana, po3nyLwinna XBiCT i A3BiHKO
3awebeTana, HemoBbu Bignosigato4yn in. MNTawkKa nignyckana
DiBYMHKY BCe bamkye i 6amxye, a mic Mepi, 3abyBLUK Npo BCE Ha
CBITi, CXununacsa 0o Hel i po3mMoBAaia, pO3MOBAAIA, HAMAratyYnuchb
HacnigyesaTwn ii webeTaHHA. [liBUMHKa 6yna Ha cboMoMy Hebi Bif
wacta!

CaM KBITHUK 0OMe)XyBasim HU3bKI KyLUi, NiACTPVXKEHI Ha 3UMy.
ManuHiBka noganacs 6avxxye 0o HuX. [liB4MHKA 3aBBa>Xua, L0
NTalwka Nypxa€e Hag Kyrnkot cBi>ol 3emsi. HewonasHo cobaka
HaMarascsa TyT gobpaTuca 0o KpoTa i Burpié rnmboky Hopy. Ane
Mepi, 3BiCHO, Npo ue He 6yno BigoMo. MNTalKa 3ynMHUIacs |
criepwy nuibHO NpUAUBASAAAcA 00 3eMJi, @ To4i 3UPKHYa Ha Mepi.

| Tak KisnlbKa pas3is..



Mepi Haxmnnunacs 6amxye, abu po3gnBuUTUCS Ty HOpy. | TyTy
CBIXin 3eMNi NOMiITUNA AKeCh ip>XKaBe Kinbue. MannHiBKa nypxHysa
Ha gepesBo, MOBOM 3BiNbHAIOYN OiBYMHLI Micue. Mepi npocTarna
PYKY, NOTArna Kinosue 0o cebe — i He nosipunaa ceBoiM o4aM. B pyui y

Hei OyB CTapui 3aip>XaBinuin Kntou!

— Lle kntod Big TOro cagy! — npowenoTisia BOHa.

Po3pgin 8

ManuHiBKa Nokasye gopory

Tenep, koan Mepi Mmana KoY, y Hei byna ogHa AymKa: K
3HaNTK XBIPTKY? [iBYNHKA BCe ysaABasna cobi, Wwo ii yekaTnMe Tam,
ycepeavHi. Ko uen cag CTi/IbKM POKiB NPOCTOAB 3a4NHEHUN, TO
TaMm, NeBHO, YCe BUrnafac He Tak, AK y "0o3BosieHnX" capax, saKi
BOHa BXXe BCTUrNa AeCATKU pasiB ornaHyTu. LlikaBo, Wo cTanocs 3
TposHAaMun. Y BoHM wwe xuBi? OKpiMm Toro, k6w in Boanocs
3HaNTW XBIPTKY, TO y Hei 6yB 61 BnacHWI cad: BOHa Npokpadanacs
6 Tyaon Tak, wob HixTo He 6a4ymB, TUXEHLKO 3a4MHKNa 6 3a coboto
XBipTKYy — i 6aBunaca 6 cobi xo4 uinnnm aeHb. | HiXTO 6 HaBITb ragku

He MaB TaM i WwykaTu. Lle ocobnmeo Tiwmno Mepi.

[iB4MHKa NOKJana KJ4Ya 00 KULWEHi i xoannia no opiKLui To B
oAuH, TO B opyrun Bik. Ta Xo4 K NUIbLHO BOHa npurasganacs, 3a

naowem rogi 6yno wocb nobaunTu. Lle ii axx poscepanno.

— Le x Tpeba, 6yTn Tak 61M3bKO | HE MOrTY YBINTU, —
npobypkoTina BoHa cobi nig Hic, AMBNAYNCL Ha AepeBa, WO POoCaun
3a CTiHOl0.

BpewTi Mycnna nosepHyTuca B 6yanHok. No goposi supiwnna,
LLLO KJIHOY YBECb YaC HOCUTUMe 3i 0000 — aHy X 3Hanae XBipTKY,
TO 3MOXe Bigpa3y Big4nHUTH!



MapTa noBepHyacs WOWHO 3paHKy, 6o micic Megnok
[03BOJINNA I 3a/IMLLNTUCA Ha Hi4 BOoMa. [liB4MHa Bbirna no

KiMHaTK po34epBOHiNia i pagicHa.

— 4 BCTasa 0 4eTBEpPTiN paHKy, Wob BCTUrHYTU, — WBUOKO
BMMOBMAA BOHa. — Ox! Ha nycTuwi Tak rapHo, ckaxxy Tobi!
CxoauTb COoHUe, NTalKy BACMIBYIOTb Ha BCi r0a10CKU, Kpyrom biratoTb
AVIKi KPOIMKW. 9 HaBiTb He 3My4uiacs, 60 0AMH YONOBIK B3SB MeHe
Ha nigsoay.

MapTa cunana po3nosigaMu nNpo Te, wo dyno sgomMa. BoHu 3
MaMolto Bce nepepobunm B xaTi, a Toai MapTa HaBiTb cnekna ans
KO>XHOI0 Mo OWMUMKY, NOCUMNAHOMY 3BEPXY XKOBTUM LIYKPOM.

— A Hawi npubirnn 3 nyctuwa, po3naneHi, roNoaHi, a B XaTi
4YUCTO, i XxNib CBiIXXM NocniB, a Ty' We owunnkn! MeHe ax<
po3uinyBanun. A [likeH CcKa3aB, L0 B Halli XaTi i KOPOsIA MOXXHa
npuuMaTn.

YBeyepi BCA ciMerka BMOCTMIACA KOJI0 KaMiHa, abu cobi
nobanakatn. MapTa 3 MaMOIO NaTasn ogexy, 3allmBasiv NaH4oXu.
MapTa po3noBifana BCiM MPO MasieHbKY OIBYMHKY, iKa npuvixana 3
[HAIT | AKa crnepLuy HaBiTb NaHYiX caMa BAATHYTU He BMifla — TaM,
bauTe, iHAYCK il BAAraNN.

— O, BOHM He MOr/In HacslyxaTucs, — Becesio cka3sasia MapTa,
— BCe pO3NuTyBasIM Npo iHAYCIB i Npo Kopabenb, Ha AKOMY TV OTO
ctoau npunavena. Ane o s Morna iMm po3kasaTtu? 4 K Tam He byna.

Mepi Ha XBWbKY 3adyManacs.

— 3Ha€ELW, KOJIM HAaCTynHoro pa3sy byaew 36upaTtnca goaomy,
BCe fokKnagHiwe Tobi onmwy, To bygew MaTu WO po3KasyeBaTu, —



noobiysna BoHa. — [lyMato, Npo NoAOpPOXXi BEPXM Ha CJIOHAX i
BepbA0AaxX YM NPO NOJIIOBAHHA Ha TUMPIiB BOHW LLE HE Yysn.

— Ta Hy! — BUrykHyna 3axorieHo Mapta. — Moi 6yayTb
NPOCTO 3axorJeHi. Lle Bce oa4HO WO NOTpanuTu Ha BUCTaBKY OUKUNX
3BIpiB, AKY, A 4YyJ1a, OTO HEelaBHO MOKa3yBaun B MopKLuupi.

— B IHAii BCe He Tak, AK y MopKLunpi, — NoBoi NpoMoBMa
Mepi, HemoB6bu 3Bakytoun. — A Wwo, [ikeH i MamMa TakoX
pPO3NnNTyBaaN NPO MeHe? — nouikaBwuaacsa gani.

— Ta [ikeH NnpocCTo IB MeHe 04MMa, — »KBaBoO Bignosina MapTa.
— A Mama BcCe 4ac BunuTyBana, wo Tobi ca nogobae, wo tebe
LikaeuTb. MNMnTtana, 4n mictep KperneeH He 36upace'ca 3HanTn T0bi
ryBepHaHTKY 4M HAHIO. A KaxKy: "He, Hapa3i He 36upae’cq. B3arani
Micic Meosiok Kaxke, WO KOJICb, MOXKe, | 3Hanae, asie Ha TO MOXXe

NiTK ABa 41 TPU POKW, NOKU BiH CA HagyMae".

— He xo4y A HIAKOT ryBepHaHTKN, — pilwlyye BigKa3ana Mepi.

— Mama csa nepenmace, wo T1o6i Tpeba cA BUNTU, WO XTOCb
MYCUTb NWUJbHYBaTK 3a T060. BOHa Kax)ke: "Tu TiNbku noaymam,
MapTo, K TO — XUTK CaMiil y TaKkOMy BeNMKoMy 6yanHKy, Koaum B
Tebe Hema MaMu. T BXXe CTapancsa AKOCh Il po3sBecenuTun, UTUHO".
OTak cka3ana MeHi MaMa, i 1 cKa3ana, wo byay ctapaTucs.

— Tak, 3 Tobol MeHi i cnpasai Beceniwe, — noTeepauna Mepi.
— A nobnto, KoM TN NPUXOLULL, KOJIN LLOCb MEHi pO3Ka3YyeELL.

TyT MapTa nacHyna cebe 4yoni, MoBbM WOCH 3ragana. [iB4mHa
Bubirna 3 KiMHaTW i 3a MUTb NOBEPHYJIACs, XOBatO4YM LWOCH Nig,

noOoJiIKOM.

— Cnyxan, — BMMOBW/a Becesio, — Mato ana Tebe nogapyHoK.



— MNopapyHok?! — Bpa)keHO BUrykHyna mic Mepi. — Ina meHe?

Y BacC e caMux ictu Hivoro!

— Yepes nycTuuie Nnponka)xaB MiHAWN0, — NosicHWAa MapTa, —
i 3yNMMHMBCA NPOCTO nepen HawuMmy geepmma. Y Hboro tam bynm
Ka3aHKW, NaTesibHi — OT, BCAKMN Api6'a3ok. Mama BM3MpHyna, ane
He Mana rpowen, abm wocb KynuTu. A Hawa JlizabeT EneH Kaxe:
"MaMo, B HbOIr0 € CKaKaJIku 3i cMyractumMm pydkamu". | mama
Bigpa3y 4o Hboro: "len, 3a4ekante, Mmictepe! Mo 4im BoHU?" — "o
ABa NeHcun", — BigKa3ye TON. | MaMa BUTATHyNa 3 KULLEHI ABa
NeHcKn i Kynuna, a MeHi Kaxxe: "MapTo, ANTUHO, TU NEHC [0 NeHca
CKNaga€w i npuHocuw foaomy, 60 3Ha€ewW, Wo Ty' Ha paxyHKy
KO>XHe MNeHHi. Ane HaW fiB4MHKA Ma€ 4YmMm basmTucs. Ha, BizbMu i

3aHecn in".

| MapTa Bpo4MCTO BUXonwua 3-nig Nnofosika fapyHoK. JIMweHb
Mepi JIEHOKC HIKOIM B XXUTTIi He Baynnia CKakaku, TOMy 3apa3
TiNbKN CMaHTeNNYeHOo po3rasaasa Lo He3po3yMminy pid.

— A 0219 4yoro BOHa? — nmocnuTaia 34MBOBAHO.

— 9K TO ang Yoro?! — BurykHysna Mapta. — To CJIOHIB, Pi3HUX
TaM Turpis i Bepbnoais Tm 6aymna, a ckakanku He? OTO Yypacis.
Oveuncsa!

MapTa po3npaBuia CKakaJsiky, CTajsia nocepen KiMHaTW | LaBaw
CKakaTun. Mepi 3aBopo>XeHo criocTepirana. Ctapi nopTpeTn Ha
CTiHaX, 34aBasloCcd, TaKOXX HE MOI/IN 3iNTN 3 AUBA, WO ue TyT
nieTbcsa. Ane MapTa iX HaBiTb He NoMivyasia — BOHa cTpubana i
paxyBaa i 3ynmHuiacs nue Koauv gosidunia go cra.

— Konunckb... Konmcb 1 morna i 6inblwe, — Bunannna 3agnxaHo.
— Y aBaHaguAaTbh pokiB A 6yna nerwa, Ta v racana Wisimin geHb, TO

MOrJla X04 00 N'aTcoT.



Mepi 3axonseHo nigeenacs 3 Kpicna.

— Cnyxan, Mmama TBOS — Hauninwa B ¢BiTi! OTO WTYyKa! —
pafiCHO BMMOBWJIA BOHA. — TifIbKM HE 3Hato, YN TaK 3MOXY. AK
AyMmaeLw?

— A Tn cnpobymn, Yoro TyT AymaTn, — 3aoxoTuna MapTa,
NPOCTAratym ckakasaky. — Ha no4aTKy CTO pa3iB HaneBHO He
BMAAE, ane noBoi, MOBONI — TO i Binblwe 3ayxaew. Mama Tak i
Ka3asna: "fK noracae€ uinum geHb 3i CKakasikoto, TO i Cuia nossu'cs.

A TO 3BiOKM i1 B3aTNCA?"

Cunun y mic Mepi i cnpasai He 6yno 6araTto: negBe NovasLww,
BXKE MyCusia 3YNUHUTUCA Ha NepenoYvYnHoK. Ane AiB4YUHLUI Tak

cnopobanocs, wo BoHa cTpmbana e i we.

— Eren, Bgsarancs i 6i>kn Haggip, — moBuna MapTta. — Tam cobi
i nockadew. lan, inn. Mama Kaxke: CBi>Ke MoBiTpA — TO Hauninwe
ANA ONTUHW. HaBiTb KON TPOXN MXXUYNTb — BCE OAHO MOXXHa CcObi

nockakaTun. Tinbko BbpaTunca nobpe.

Mepi BOosirna nasbTe4vyko, KaneJsowok i BXXe pywunia 00 ABepen,

anie TyT 3ynUHUIacs.

— MapTo, TK Bigaana CcBOI rpowi, CBOIX ABa nMeHcu. [AaKyto, —
3BOPYLUEHO BMMOBWIA BOHA. [N OiBYNHKMW, KOTPa HIKOIN He
noMmivyana Toro, wo ansa Hei pobnatb cnyru, ue 6ys Heabmnaknin Kpok
ynepepn. — Cnpasai, 0AKYt0, — NOBTOPWJSIA | TPOXMN 3HIAKOBINO
nonana MapTi pyKy.

MapTa gewo He3rpabHo 1l NOTUCHYNA N YCMiXHYac4.



— Tun 9K AKacCb NoBa)KHa NaHi, — MOBWJ1a BOHa. — Hala
NizabeT EneH — 10 KNHynacsa 6 MeHi Ha wwuio i nouinysana 6 Ha
pagoLlax.

Mepi we b6inblie 3HisKoBINa.

— Xovew, wob g Tebe nouinysana?

MapTa 3HOBY 3acMifnacs.

— Ta He! MMpoCcTo TK TakKa NoBaXkHa... He TakKa, K BCi AiTn, —
BianoBina BoHa. — [lobpe, 6ixxn Haasip. bysan!

Mepi Bunwina Tpiwkn 36eHTexeHa csioBamm MapTn.
NopKLWwnpcbKnin Hapia B3arani AMBHWIA, a MapTa Bce BMina
3aKWHYTU WOCh TaKe, Npo WO BOHa MOTIM Mycusia agyMmaTun. K oCb
LbOro pasy...

Ane noTiM 1i yBara uiJIkoMm nepenwna Ha ckakanky. OTo cnpasgi
pi4! Mepi Beceno ctpmbana i nivnna, nam'atatoum, Sk ue pobuna
MapTa. CBiTU/I0 COHEYKO, NOBIBaB JSIereHbKN BiTepeLb, AKUN HIC 3i
coboto 3anax BOsIOroi 3emni. [liB4MHKa Kinbka pa3is 066irna napk 3
doHTaHOM, a NoTiM onNnHMNIAcsa Ha ropodi. Tam 3acTasa beHa
Be3sepcTada 3a poboTolo y TOBapuUCTBI MannHiBKKU. Mepi xoTina,
wo6 BiH cam ii nomiTme. CTapuin cnpashi BUNPOCTaBCS i Bpa>KeHO

BMOVBUBCS Ha TaKy MposiBy.

— Han meHe 6iga Bisbme! — BUryKHYB cafiiBHUK. — Takoro 3
Tebe cqa He cnoaiBas! Po34yepBoHinacs, o4ka 6amwatbe — 4n TO TU?

A neBHO, TO Ninwe, HXK 0TO BCe MapyanTu! Buncs, suncs!

— 4 TiNbkKK No4YmMHal, — 3 ropgowamu npomosuia Mepi. —
3apa3 Hanbinblwe ABaAUATL pa3iB NiapsL BUXOAUTb.



— Hiyo', Hivo', ckopo bygew BMina ninwe, TiNIbKO BYNCH, —
nobpoaywHo nporys cTapun beH. — 1nBn, a Ta 3 Tebe oyen He
3BOAUTb, — KWUBHYB roJIoBOIO ¥ B6iK ManunHiBku. — CKakKaJsKy Cs
po3auense. LLle Takoro yyga He 6a4vmna. O-ox, nunbHyn, Heboro, 60
Ta uikaicTb 0o nobpa Tebe He poBeae, — NOXMUTaB roJIOBOIO,

ONBNAYNCb Ha NTallKy, — AK 3alrxa€w HOoCa Ae He Tpe'...

Mepi 066irna 3i ckakasikoto BCi Caaw i ropoau, 4Yac Big 4acy
3YNUHAYNCH, LoD nepesecTn Nnoaunx, a To4i nogasacsa Ha CBOKO
[OPiXKKY. [iB4nMHKa Bupiwnna cnpobysaTu, 4 3mMoxxe npobirtn ii Big
NoYaTKy 00 KiHuA 6e3 3ynuHKKW, ane BXe Ha MOJI0OBMHI 3agmxanacs,
TOMY Mycusa nepenoyuTun. 3aTe BOHa BXe foJlivnia 0o TpnausaTtu!
Mepi a)K 3acMisnacs Big yTiXu i rAsHYNa Ha MaauHiBKY. NMTawka-60
yBeCb 4ac NieTiNna 3a Heto, a 3apa3 Cifla Ha CTiHY | A3BIiHKO
3awebeTana. [liB4MHKa 3HOBY 3acMisnacs.

— Hy, 9KLWw0 B4YOpa TV NoKasasa MeHi KJ1o4, TO HUHI MyCULL
3HANTW XBIPTKY, — BMMOBWJ1A BOHA, 3BEPTAOYNCh A0 NTawkn. — Ta
TW, NEBHO, He 3Ha€wWw. Tobi BOHa He NoTpibHa — neTuw cobi Kyaw

xo4elLd...

B IHAiT Mepi 6araTo Yyna Npo 4Yapu: KON HAHS po3roBigana in
Ka3ku, To Tam 6e3 HuX HiSK He obxoawnnocs. | Te, Wo Tpanuaocs
nani, rogi 6yno Ha3BaTu iHaKLle.

Mepi cTos1a nepen CaMoto CTiHOM, NIAHABLUW 04i HA MaJINHIBKY.
Y U0 MUTb CUJIBHUIA MOPUB BITPY 34MYXHYB MJIOLLEBI MAaroHW rNpocTo
Ha Hel. [liB4MHKa cxonwuna iX pyko — 1 ocToB.nina. MNpocTto nepef ii
HOCOM Byna... Kpyrna py4ka CTapoi xBipTKu!

Mepi rapsi4ykoBO B3ss1acs BiacyBaTu yOiK nMaroHu. 3a Kisibka
XBUJIMH XBIpTKY 6yn0 3BiSIbHEHO. [iBYMHKA CArHyla 00 KULLEHI No
KJI04, TPEMTAYMMU pyKaMy BCTPOMUIIA MO0 Y 3aMOK i MOBEpHYya.

3aMOK noaaBcCH.



BoHa rnnboko Habpana y rpyam noBiTps i CTOPOXKKO
O03MpPHYyNacs, YM HiXTO ii He 6aunTb. MNMpoTe Ha AopiXLUi He ByNo Hi
ayuwi. Toni Mepi obepexxHo onycTuna Ha3az rnioL, rnoBiJIbHO
BiAYMHWNA XBIPTKY i NpOCAn3HYyNa BCcepeanHy, 06a4yHO 3a4MHUBLUN T
3a cobolo.

HiBYMHLI NPOCTO NepexoroBasio Nnoaux Bif WacTA: BOHA
CcTOs1a y 3anoBiTHOMY cafy.

Po3pgin 9

Llem ouBHun gim

Mepi 6araTto pa3siB yaBnssa cobi, 9K BUrnsa0a€e Len TaEMHNYNIA
caj, ajne Te, WO BiAKpWAOCH 1l 04aM, NepesepLlyBaio HANCMINUBILLI
Mpil. AKLLO0 330BHI CTiHY, WO Bigropoa>xysasa capn, o6CHyBaB oL,
TO 3icepennHNn 1i TaKOX 3aLUnan 3apoCTi AKMXOCb B'ITOHKNX POCIINH
— camoro Mypy He 6yno BuaHoO 30BCiM. [loBkona bysanu TposaHon —
BOHW TaK PO3pOC/NCA, L0 OeAKi KyLLi Manxe carann gepes. TinbKun
O Ui nopi Ha HKUX He Byno aHi NNCTA, aHi KBITIB, TOXK MeHi He 3Hana,
Y BOHW XWUBI, 4N, MOXKe, BCi nocoxnn. OgHakK ue AUBOBUXKHE
rinnacTe Mmepexxneso pobumno Bce A0BKOJIA TaKUM HE3BUYANHUM, LLO
Mepi 6yna NnpoCcTo 3axonyeHa. 3BiCHO, a fK iwe MaB by BurnagaTu
caj, oe uinux pecAaTb NiT He cTynajna noacbka Hora!

— AK TyT Tuxo! — npowenoTisia AiB4MHKA. — fAK Tuxo!

Mepi cTosina, BC/yxalo4dncb y TUy. HaBiTb MasiMHiBKa — i Ta
BMOBKJIa. [1TalwKa nuwe nosvpana Ha Hel 3 gepeBa, MOBbY fatoun

3MOry BCe OrJiaHyTwW.

— MoagymaTu nnweHb, 5 TyT NepLua JognHa 3a 0eCcAaTb poKiB, —

3HOBY NpoLwlenoTisia fiBYMHKA.



BoHa obepexxHo pywunna gani. [liB4MHKa cTynana
HaBLINMHbKaX, HIbn 6oanacsa Korocb po3dbyanTn. Mepi ctana nepeg
OOHMM KyLLEeM i NigHsAMa royoBy, po34UBNAIOYUCH NeperieTeHe

rina4y4. "LlikaBo, BiH Xnsun?" — nogymasia BoHa.

Ak6un TyT 6yB beH Be3epcTad, TO BiH 61 Biapa3y Le BU3HA4MB,
TiNIbKN KUHYBLWM OKOM. A Mepi nnwe ragana i mpisna, abum 3 BecHowo
TYT CKPi3b 3'ABUINCS JIMCTOYKM i KBITW. [ HaBiTb He xoTinocs
AyMaTu, Wo capg Mir ysecb 3arvHyTn. Tenep ue 6ysB i cBIiT. TyT

HaBiTb COHLLe 34aBaJsiocsa Tenaiwmm, a Hebo AcHIWrMm!

ManwuHiBKka nepenitana Bif Kylwia 00 Kywa ycnig 3a Mepi,
Beceno webeyvyyn. MNMTawka HemoBbKn NokasyBana AiBYMHLUI YCi ii
BONOAiIHHA. BpewTi Mepi Takoxx Habpanacs BiaBaru i nepectana
CTynaTu HaBWNMHbKax. [lani BOHa 3axoTisia 066irtn ysecb can 3i
CKakKaskoto. Tak i 3pobuna. [liB4MHKa Becesio M4asa rno CTexkax i
aNibTaHKaX, y>Xe LiJIKOM OCBOIBLLUUCL Y HOBOMY NpocCTopi. Yac Bif,
Yyacy 3ynuHanacs, abu nepenoynTtn abo WOChH Ainwe po3anuBUTUCS.
Ocb i 3apa3 BOHa 3ynuHWaaca nepen oAHUM BUCOKUM KBITHUKOM —
1l yBary npmMBepHyIn AKiCb ACHO-3€e/1eHi Kpanoyky Ha YOpHin 3emni.
Mepi ogpa3y 3ragana, Wwo Ka3aB beH BesepcTad, i cTana

HaBKOJIWKW, abwn X po3onBUTUCSA.

— MapocTkK, ManeHbKi NapocTkn! 3 HUX MOXYTb BYTN KpOKyCH,
abo niacHiXXHMKK, abo Hapunucn! — He NMy4n BipU CBOEMY LLLACTIHO,
npowenoTifia AiB4nHKa. — Moxke, i B iHLWNX MICLISAX BOHU BXe

npobunuca. O6inay we pas BCe yBa>KHO.

Mepi NOKUHYla CKaKaTu 1 NOBIJIbHO, KPOK 3@ KPOKOM,
obcTexxyBana 3emto. | cnpasai, MOMIXK NOXKYXJ10t0 TOPILLHBOO
TPaBoOlO, Ha KBiTHMKaX, Nobiy AOPiIXKOK BOHa ille 3HanLWIa YMMano

TEHAITHUX NApPOCTKIB.



— Uen cap »unBunn, — 3axornjieHo BUrykHyJsla BoOHa. — Hexan
TPOAHAM NMOCOXJIN, 3aTe POCTe LWOCh iHLe.

Mepi HiKkoNM B XKUTTI He nNpautoBasia Ha 3emni, ane nobayuna,
WO Y AeAKNX MiCLUSX CTapa TpaBa Ta Cyxi rajy3ku reTb 3aCTynuin

COHLUE UMM TeHAITHUM 3BICTYHaM BECHW.

HiBY4MHKa pO33UpPHYyJacs i 3HanwWNa NaTU4OK 3 FOCTPUM KiHLEM,
a ToA4i B3sAs1:acA 0o npavi. BoHa po3nywiunna 3eMa0 HaBKOJI10

NapocTKiB i BuNnonona 6agunns.

— Hy ocb, Tenep BOHW MOXYTb AMXaTu, — CKa3aJsia BOHa, KOJn
CKiH4Yuna poboTy i3 nepwum KnanTmkom. — LLLo X, y MeHe Le
barato poboTun. Tpeba BCixX iX 3BIIBHUTU — HEXAN POCTYTb. AKLW,O HE
BCTUMHY CbOrO04Hi, TO NpuAgy 3aBTpa.

[iB4nHKa nepexoawvna Big 04HOro micus, ae npobmeanucs
NapoOCTKK, 0O APYroro, 3aB3ATO WNOpTasa NaTU4KOM 3eMJIt0,
BuvnoJtoBana byp'aHn. Ornagato4dm obpobneHnin kKnanTuk, BOHa
yCMixanacs A0 NapoCTKiB i pO3MOB/IsiSIa 3 HAMW, Ha4ye BOHWN Bynun
>XuBi. Y poboTi BoHa po3irpinacs i 3HAna 3i cebe nanbTeyko, a fani

N KaneJsiioLwoK.

ManuHiBka TakoxX byna 6e3mexHo wacnmea: we 6 nak,
HapewTi y uboMy cafy 3'aBuaacs »meBa Aywla i B3gsacsa 4o npaui. A
B NMYXKil 3eMJi TaK Nerko wykKaTu 4epB'a4Kkn i Tn4nHkmn! Joci
NTawka Mycuia NUJbHYBaTU, KO Ha ropoj BUXOAUTb CTapuin beH
BesepcTad, a Tenep i B il BNaCHOMY cafy MO)XHa gobpsaye
NOXXMBUTUCSK.

3a npauer MUHYJIO Kilbka roanH. Bpew i Mepi 3ronogHina i
BMpiLLMIa NoBepTaTMCA Ha 0bia. BoHa 3HOBY BAAr1a NasbTeYKO,
KanenwLwok, NigHANa CKakaslky — i We pa3 nepenwsiacsa nonpu

06pobneHi KNanTnk, MUAYYNCb TEHAITHUMN 3€NI€HEHBKNMN



HUTOYKaMUN. Ternep BOHN MOrav POCTU BiJIbHO, Ternep iM Hillo He

3aBa>xano!

— Moobigi nosBepHycsa, — noobiusna Mepi, HemoBbu aepesa i

KYLLi MO Ti 4y TW.

HNonomy npubirna pagicHa, po34yepBOHiNa i HakKuUHynacs Ha ob6ia.
MapTa o4aM CBOIM He Bipuna.

— Oro, aBa nobpux KyCcHi M'sica i ABa pUCOBUX NyauHrn! —
3axX0rnJjieHo BUMOBMIA BOHA. — PO3Ka)ky MaMi: Hall 3HaE, sK

NnoMorJla Ta CKakanka!

Konn Mepi 06pobnsna naTu4koM OCTaHHIN KNanTUK 3eMJii, TO
3HanWnNa aKycb 6iny umbynbky. Cnepwy fiB4MHKa xoTina i
BUKWHYTK, a NOTiM, NOBaraBLWLNCb, BUKOMNaNa AMKY, NOKana
LnbynbKy Tyan n obepe)xHo 3acunana 3emnaero. 3apas Bupinia
cnutatyn MapTn — MOXXe, BOHa 3HaeE.

— MapTo, — MoBWIa BOHa, — 4 noprnanacs y 3eMii i 3Hanwna
AKyCb 6iny umbynbky. LLlo BOHO Take?

— A, Ta Ty'ix 6baraTo, — Bignosina MapTa. — Taki ManeHbKi —
TO MIACHIKHMKMN | KPOKYCK, a 6inblwi — To Hapuucn. A HanHanbinbLwi
— TO ninel. 9K 3auBiTyTb — Kpaca! [JikeH X B HaC KOJ10 XaTu
BUPOLLLYE.

— I'm, TOo [liKeH i Npo KBITK BCE 3HAE? — 3aMUCJIEHO BMMOBWA

Mepi.

— Ta [likeH MoXe BUPOCTUTU KBITKY X04 3 KaMeHs. Mama Kaxe,

IO BiH 3HAE€E IXHIO MOBY.



— A unbynbkn OOBro XmMByTb? Kon HiXTO iX He OOrnaaa€, BOHU

MOXXYTb CaMi BUXKUTU? — CXBUJIbOBAHO cnuTana Mepi.

— A AKoro we gornagy im Tpe'? — cTteHyna nieduma Mapta. —
Mepe3nMytoTb B 3e€MJli, @ NPUrpi€ CoHUEe — BUNa3aTb. Ty' KOO
OPOBITHI € MicLe, Ae HaBeCHY BCe NIACHDKHUKK CA NOABNASAOTD. |

HIXTO IX TaM He CaauTb.

— Xouy, wob y>xe npunina BeCHa, — CKa3ana Mepi. — Xou4y
noba4ynTn BCE, WO TYT pocTe.

BoHa BCTana 3-3a CcTONy i 3aMHANa CBOE yntobneHe micue Ha
KWIUMKY nepen KaMmiHoM. MapTa TakoXX cifla nopyu.

— MapTo, MeHi... MeHi noTpibHa slonaTka, — cka3ana gani
Mepi.

— Oue 710 Tak! | wo Tn 36upaewca Heto KonaTn? — cNUTana
MapTa, CMilo4YUCh.

Mepi BioBena nornsapg i 3awapinaca. Tpeba 6yt obepexxHoto,
AKLWO Xo4elw 36epertn TaEMHULIO, MOAYyMaa BOHa. AKLLO BiCTKa
npo il BIAKpUTTA finge o Mictepa KpenseHa — XTO3Ha, MOXXe BiH
pO3CepanTbCA | HaKa)ke 3HOBY 3aMKHYTU XBIipTKY. Hi, Hizawwo!

— 3Ha€ewWw, — NOBIJIbHO NpoKa3aJsia BOHA, 3BaXKYUn KOXXHe
CNOBO, — TYT BCE Take Benuke... B 6yanHKy 6inblwicTh KiMHaT
3a4MHEeHa... i 1 baykato no cagax, Nno Nnapkax... cama... OTo TiNbku 3
Toboto nobanakato, KoM TN TyT, | Bpaan-roan 3 beHom
BesepcTadom. Ane beH Yacom HabypMoCcnTbCs — i He xo4e
ropopuTun. A 9Kbun 9 Mana SKNUNCb KNAaNTUK 3eMJli, TO 1 Masa bu 4yum

3anMMaTucs, K BCi. 3pobuna 6um KBITHKK, 3acisna 6u KeiTK.

MapTa axx 3acdaana.



— 3Ha€EwW, Hawa MaMa BXe JaBHO TO Ka3ana! — BUrykKHyna
BOHa. — BoHa cka3ana: "TaM CTiNnbKn 3eMJii y TOMy Ma€eTKy. Han in
[afyTb AKNACb KNanTuk. Ham cobi ckonae, 3aCKOPOANUTD |
nocagntb 604an NeTpyLwwKy i pegncky. AnTnHa MyCcuTb MaTh AKYCb
poboTy". OT Wo cKkasana Mmama.

— CnpaBai? — Bpa)keHo nepenuTasna Mepi. — | AK BOHa BCe 0TO
3HaE€e?

— Ara, KocCb i 9 1l Take cnuTana. A BOHa Kaxe: "3
ABaHaauUSATbMa LiTbMM BCbOr0 MyCMLL CA HaB4YUTK", — Bignosina

MapTa.

— A CKiIbKW KOLUTYE NlonaTa... Taka MaJsieHbkKa? — cnuTasna

Menpi.

— 'M, — 3aMmucnmnacsa MapTta, — y Hac y TBeNTi € KpaMHULA.
TaMm BcsAKe npodatoTb. | nonaTty 9 TakoxX baymna. | rpabni, i Buna.
BoHO BCe pa3omM 3B'A3aHe i KowTye ABa WuNiHrm. To Bce T06i 4

NpMaacTb, IK X04YeLl NpaLoBaT Ha 3eMJIi.

— OBa wuninrn? g mato binbwe, — 3pagina Mepi. — M'aTb
LWMNIHriB MeHi fana micic MopicoH, sika MeHe ctoaun Be3na, Ta W Micic
Mennok WOoTWXKHA nepenac WuniHr Big mictepa KpenseHa.

— Oue 10 Tak, To MicTep KpenBeH nam'atae npo tebe! —
BUr'yKHyNla MapTa.

— HaneBHo. Micic Megnok cka3ana, WO BiH HaKa3aB BUAaBaTu
MEeHI OQWH WWNIHI HA TUXXOEeHb. | B He4i/I0 BOHA MEHi Noro Bnaace. A

S1 0OCi HAaBiTb HE 3HafNa, Ha WO IX BUTpadaTn.



— Oro! Ta To Ui MaeToOK, — 3aXxornJieHo BumMoBuia MapTa. —
3a TaKi rpoLi MO>XXHa KynnTK Wo 3aBrogHo, He Te Wo JIonaTKYy.
3Ha€ELW WO? — CKa3ana, B3ABLWMN pykKn B HOKN.

— Wo? — HeTepnnaye cnntana Mepi.

— Y Ti KpaMHUL € LWe HACiHHA Pi3HUX KBITIB, MO MNeHHi
nakeTuk. A Haw [ikeH 3Ha€, aKi TaM HaurapHiLi i aK 1x
BMpoLlyBaTW. | 3axoonTb TyOM YacTo. Ty B3arasi BMIEW OPYKYBaTU

MCTNU? — cnNuTasia HecnoaiBaHo.

— 9k ue — gpykyesaTn? 4 BMit0 NucaTn, — Bignosina Mepi.

MapTa XuTHy/1a rosoBoIo.

— Haw [likeH BMi€ yntaTu TisIbKU OPYKOBaHi nitepun. AKLLI0
BTHeELW OPYKOBaHMMUN, TO MOXKEM HanucaTun NOMy SIMCTa: Tak i Tak,

NPOCUM NiTKU A0 KPaMHULI KYNUTW NonaTy i HACiHHA.

— MapTo, TM MosiogeLb! — BUrykKHysa Ha pagouwax Mepi. —
Cnyxan, a9 cnpobyto: gymato, Wo 1N ApyKoBaHUMK 3yMito. [laBan
nonpocumo micic Meanok, wob gana Ham Nepo, YHoOpHWIO i manip.

— Hawo? Moxew B3ATN B MeHe, — CKa3aJsia MapTa. — 4 Bce
Mato, 60 B HeZIN0 3aBXAM NUWY NMcTa MaMi, To n Kynuna cobi.

3apa’' npuHecy.

BoHa Bumbirna 3 kKiMHaTn, a Mepi 3aBOpPO)XEHO AMBUIACSH Ha
BOrHuLLE Yy KaMiHi i paficHO wenoTina cama no cebe:

— Konn B meHe byne nonaTa, S BCe TaM nepekonato,
nosunosto Byp'aHn. A ToLi HaCito KBITIB, | TON Cafl OXKMBE... OXXUBE.



OpHak noobigi HaaBip BOHa BXe He niwna, 60 Tpeba 6yno
HanucaTn NUCTa, a ue 3anHA10 Tpoxn Yacy. CnovyaTky MapTa
npuHecna 3i CBOEI KiMHaTW Nanip, YOpPHWIIO i Nepo, NoTiM Mycuna
npmbpaTn CTin Nicng obify i 3aHECTU TapifikK 40 KYXHi, @ Tam
HaTpanwunaa Ha Micic Meanok, AKa TyT-Taku 3aragana i we sKycb
poboTy, 0oToXX Mepi foBenocsa 30 ABi FOANHN YeKaTu, NMOKKU Ta
nosepHynacs. Toai BOHW B3anuUCa yknagaTtn nucta LikeHy. Mpasny
Ka>ky4dn, Mepi nucana He ay>xe nobpe, 60 B IHAIT BOHa BYMnacs
abunak, yum gosogumna A0 po3rady CBOIX N'yBEpHaAHTOK. Ane 3apas
BOHa Ay>Xe CTapanacs, TO 1 BUXO4MN0 30BCiM HernoraHo. MapTa
OVKTyBasia, a BOHa nucana:

Hoporun fikeHe,

CnogiBatocs, WO TU XXUBUW | 300pOBUN, Tak caMo sK . Mic Mepi
Ma€ Kyny rpowen i xo4e, wob Tv niwoB y TBEWT i Kynue OoNas Hel
nonaty, rpabenbku i BUNa, a we — HacCiHHA KBiTiB, 60 BOHa xo4e
3pobuTn KBITHUK. [likeHe, KBiTU BUOMpan HanrapHiwi, Hy i AMBUCS,
o6 ix 6yno nerko supowyBaTtn, 60 Mepi e HIKOAM He Mana 3 TUM
cnpasu. T 3Ha€EwW, BOHa »una B IHAII, @ TaM BCe iHakLwe. KnaHancs
BiA MeHe MaMi. Bcix Bac uinyto n obHimato. Mic Mepi we 6araTto 4oro
Ma€ MeHi po3ka3aTu. HacTynHoro pa3sy, Koauv npuigy 4onomy, Bu
NoYyeTe NPOo CJIOHIB | Npo Bepbaoais, i Npo odiuepis, AK BOHU

Xo4WUN NOsoBaTU NEBIB | TUTPIB.

3 noboB'to,

TBos cecTpa MapTa CoBepbi

— Knagw rpowi B KoHBepT. Ty ckopo byne cuH M'acHuKa. BiH
naBHin apyr [likeHa, To 4 3 HUM | Nepefam, — Bupiwmna MapTa.

— A 9K MeHi nNoTiM 3abpaTu Te, Wwo KynuTb [likeH? — cnuTana

Mepi.



— Ta BiH caM npuHece. BiH nobuTb cloam xoanuTu.

— Ox, T0 A noro nobayvy?! — BurykHyna Mepi. — HaBiTb He
crnoAisanacs.

— Ane X Tu xoTina? — ycMmixHynacsa MapTa.

— We 1 ak! A we Hikonu He CcTpidasa xaonus, SK1unm BOOUTbCA 3

nmcamu i BopoHamu. NMpocTo He Aymana, Lo Le Buige Tak WBuUaKO.

MapTa BXe 6yno 3ibpanaca ntn, ane TyT NacHyna cebe no voni.

— OTo raea! — noxurtana ronosoto. — Llle 3paHKy mana Tobi
CKasaTu: A BXXe pagwuiacs 3 MaMolo... | BOHa Ka3ana, Lo camMa
NoNpocuUTb Micic Megnok.

— Tn Maew Ha yBasi... — LWUMPOKO po3Kpusia odi Mepi.

— Agak>xe! Mama nonpocuTb, abu micic Meanok Bignyctuna
Tebe 0o Hac B rocTi. Monpoby€eLww MaMMHOro BIBCAHOIO nNupora 3

MOJIOKOM — MNafibynkm obnmxewu!

"AKMX iLLe HecrnoaiBaHOK MeHi HMHi YekaTu?" — 3axorJieHo

nogymana Mepi, a Brosioc ckasasna:

— [ymaeuw, micic Mepgnok 003BOJINTL?

— A 4yoro 6 masa 6opoHNTN? BOHa XX 3HAE Hawly MaMy, 3HaE,
O B HAaC B XaTi YNCTO, WO HixTo Tebe He 306uanTb. MNMeBHO, WO
N03BOJ/INTb — Hal TiIbKO MaMa 3 Heto nepebanakae.

— To a nobavy Bac ycix! — pagicHo BumoBuna Mepi. — | Bawy
MaMy, i [likeHa, i BCiXx-BCiX-BCiX. K A pana!



MapTa iwe 3aamwmnnacs 3 AiB4NHKOI | BOHM cobi po3moBnsanu.
MpaBana, Mepi 6inblwe cnyxana Te, Wo po3nosigana MapTa, cama
roBopuia Maso, B AyMKax nepebupatoum Bce, WO 3 HE OTO
Binbynocs. Ta konn MapTa y>xe 3ibpasacs iTu Ha KYXHIO 3@ YaEM,
Mepi panTtom cnvTana:

— MapTo, a Wo, HUHI Y TOT CIY>XKHULLI, KOTpa MUE Nocyn, 3HOB
6onnTb 3y67?

MapTa 3upKHyna 301MBOBaHO.

— [1po wo ue Tn? — cnnTasia BOHa.

— Bayuuvw, Koau Tn niwna BiAHOCUTW NOCYA, TO A YeKana Tebe i
NpoYnHWNa ABepiy Kopnaop, Wwob 6avntn, Koam Tm 3'asuwcs. |
3HOB MOYyNa njay, Sk ToAi, BBe4epi. A HMHI BiTpy He Byno.

— Ox, — 3aHenokoinaca MapTta, — Hy 4oro Tobi 0TO BCe HMKaTK
i npucnyxatuca? Xo4vew poscepanTtn mictepa KpenseHa?

— Hivoro s He HuKana, — obpaxkeHo Bignogina Mepi. — MpocTo
Yyekasia Ha Tebe — i noyvyna. Lle BXxe BTpeTE.

TyT YyHU3Y 3aTesIeHbKaB A3BiHOK.

— O boxe! Micic Mensnok MmeHe Knnye, — BuMoBwia MapTa i

npuTbMOM BMbIrna 3 KiMmHaTw.

— TakKoro gMBHOro AoMy A we He 6adnna, — npobypkoTina
Mepi i no3ixHyna. ToAi CKpyTUnacs Kasia4nkoM i rnokJsasa rosioBy Ha
noaywky oTens, Wwo CToAB 0TO nepen KaMiHOM. 3a Lisinn geHb
BOHa nobpsde HaToMmnacs iii 3SMOpPUB COH.



Po3pnin 10

HikeH

YNpoaoB»X HAaCTYNHOro TWXHA y MisenTteenTi TpuManacs
4yy[oBa NMoroda i N0OTaEMHUNM Capj Bi4 paHKy 00 BeYopa b6yB no BiHUA
HaNUTUN CoHUeM. lNMoTaEMHUN caf, — TaK Ha3mBasia Noro NOAyMKU
Mepi. I nopo6anacs usa Ha3Bga, Ta LWe Binblie nonobanocs
BiAYYTTS, LLLO MOXKHa MNOTAaNKN Ty NPOCAN3HYTU — i HIXTO HaBIiTb
He 300rafyeTbCs, Ae BOHa. HeMoBbu noTpannsew y SKNnNCb
Ka3KOBUWI CBIT, e TM — €MNHa BoJIoJapKa. 3a CBOE XUTTA Mepi
cnopobanocs nuwe Kinlbka KHUXXOK, TOMY BOHa Npo4MTana ix Bif
noYaTKy 00 KiHU4. | Bce ue 6ynm 36ipkm kazok. OTOX i3 Aesakunx
Ka30K BOHa 3HaJjla Mpo YapiBHi cagn. Hanbinblwe ii anByBano, wo
NIOAMN IHKOIN 3aCMHANM TaM i Cnasiv COTHI POKIB, aXX MOKM XTOCh IX
He po3byaus. Liboro Mepi Hisk He Mmorna 3po3ymiTn. CnaTtny
3anoBiTHOMY Cafly? XTO-XTO, @ BOHA CMaTWu aHiCKiNe4ykun He
36bupanacsa. HaBnaku, i3 KOXKHUM AHEM, NPOBEAEHUM TYT, AiBYMHKA
pobunaca 6aabopiwoo, BNeBHEHILW O, Beceniwow. Horun i
HaJINNCS CUNOIO | BOHA BXXe Morfa cTpmbaTh 4o cTa. In
nopobanocs biratn HaBnepenmMn 3 BiTPoM, Nnogobanocsa npavtoBaTn
Ha 3emni. ke X TyT cnaHHA? Tenep BOHa BigLlyKyBasia Lnbynbkn,
po3u4MLana AOBKOJIA HUX MicLe, 3BiNbHAMA 1X, pOo3CcadxXyBasa.
MabyTb, AK6u LnMbynbkK Ti MOrIM roBOPUTK, TO BOHM 6 [O3EMHO
BKJAOHUANCA Mepi 3a gonomory, 60 Tenep no4vyBasancs npocTo
4yynoBo. Bosnora 3emns, Tense COHeYKo, HeobXigHMM NPOCTIip — WO
iwe Tpeba, abu pocTun?

3aranom Mepi 3aBXX4n BUPIi3HAACA BNEPTICTHO |
HanosernueicTio. Kosn 1i lWoCk 3aXornJoBano, TO BOHa AOKJajdana
BCiX 3ycunb, abum uboro gocArtu. NMpocTo paHiwe ui pucu He Mann
rigHOro 3aCToCyBaHHA... A 3apa3 BOHa 3anoB3ATO NepekonysaJsa
3eMJ10, BMnoaBasia byp'saHu i ue NnpuHoCuIo i Heabusaky
Haconoay. e 6 nak, BoHa noYvyBasiacs npu LlbOMy Ha4ye Ka3KoBa
npuHLUeca, Wwo BNnopsaKoBYE CBOI BOSIOAIHHA! [1iBY4MHKA HEBTOMHO



BiALLYKYBaJsia HOBI KPUXITHI MAapOCTKW, AKi HEBILOMO AK 3HANLLN
cuny, wob npobunTnca Kpizb 3eMt0 — i3 KOXKHUM OHEM iX CTaBao
BCce Ginbwe i 6inbwe. e 6yno npocto ameo. Mepi xx 60 nobpe
nam'aTana MapTuHi cfoBa, WO NiACHIDKHUKN | KPOKYCH
PO3MHOXXYIOTbCA CaMi, L0 BOHU MOXXYTb NepeTpmBaTn y 3eMii, a
MOTiM pa3 — i 3auBiTaloTb. [JiBYNHKA HE MOr1a LbOro fo4YeKaTUCS.
BoHa 4YacTeHbKO 3ynunHanacsa n obsoaunaa nornagom cag,
YABASAKOYN, K BiH BUrIa0aTuUMe, KOJIM MO0 BKPMIOTb TUCSAYI

PO3MaiTUX KBITIB.

3a uen NoroXmnm TxLeHb AiB4MHKa 6avxye 3anpmuasHmnacs 3
BeHoM Be3sepcTadoM. Kinbka pa3siB i BoaBanoCcsa NMigKpacTucs
3HEeHaubKa: CTapui TilbKK NigHiMe ronosy Big poboTn — a Mepi
BXE& TYT AK TyT, Hibu 3i 3emni Bupocna. [liB4mHka npocto 6osnacs,
abwu BiH 6yBa He 3aKMHYB Ha nJedi nonaTy i He 3abpaBcs reTb, 9K Le
6yBasio Ha MOYaTKY IXHbOrO 3HAaMOMCTBA, TO N CKpagasiaca skoMora
Tuxiwe. Ane beH NoBONI-NOBOJII TAKOXX 3MIHUB OYMKY MPO OHY
IHOINCBbKY MIC, TO BXXe N He yHUKaB il. Mo>XIMBO, NOMY HaBiTb
necTunno, Wo BOHa Tak Hanonernmeo fobnBaeTbLCSA NOro
TOBapucTBea. Ta n Mepi y>xe He TpakKTyBasa Cayr 3 TakKo
3BEPXHICTIO, AK OTO 3BMKJa B |HAI, 0OTOX CTapun NopKLUnpeL b

Tenep HabaraTo oxouiwe 3aBoaumB 3 Heto beciny.

— Hy, T BXXe 30BCiM K MaJIMHIBKa, — AKOCb BpaHLi CKa3as BiH
AiBYMHLi, KON NigHAB ronosy Big poboTun i mnobayms ii Nnobiyv. —

Hikosinm He 3HaTu, KOJIN CS MOABULL | 3BiAKN OTO BUCKOYULL.

— ManwuHiBka Tenep ApPYyXUTb 3i MHOIO, — 3 ropaoLiamu
nosigomuna Mepi.

— 3Halo-3Halo, BOHa NTallka ToBapucbka, — Bika3aB beH
BesepcTad, — inicTu He fan, a fnan 3 apyssamu nobanakatu. A 1o
we 3 HoBuMK. JllobuTb BOHa cebe nokaszaTtu, nobutb. Ak

PO3MyCTUTb XBOCTA, K CHA 3anMwae — 4yncta Tobi naBsa.



beH oyxxe pigko Tak po3banakyBaBcs. byBano, HaBiTb He
BiAMnoBigas, Koan Mepi WocCb 3anuTyBana, Tilbkn 6ypkas cobi nig

Hic.

— Twn BXXe CKiNbKO TyTa? — CnnTaB BiH Aaii.

— Ta pecb Micsiub, — BiAMNOBI/Ia OiBYMHKA.

— Bua>Ky, TV 4acy He MapHyBaia, — 8o6poayLHO Nporyais BiH.
— MNonpasunacsa Tpoxa, Ta U IMYKO €A 3apyMm'aHino. BunogHina! A
K 0TO Npunwna byna nepwnm eHb Ha ropoa, K cTasa KoJo
MeHe, To 4 cobi nogymas: "A WO TO 3a KNCUUA Taka, Ha MUNICTb
Boxy?!"

Mepi Ui cnoBa 30BCiM He 3a4enunu: Ti-60 HiKosIM 0cobnMBO He

LliIKaBWJ10, K BOHa BUI NS 4aE.

— 3Halo, Wo nornagwana, — ycMixHynacs soHa. — o
naH4yoxax 6ayvy: BOHM BXXe He cnafatoTb, AK paHiwe. On, omen,

MaJZInHiBKa!

MNTawka cborogHi 6yna NpocTo 4YapiBHa. BoHa To rpauinHo
nypxasna, TO KOKETJIMBO HaxXunsaaa ronieky, Nnyckat4m nykasi Bicukn
CBOIMU OYEHATAMN-HAMUCTUHKAMWN, TO BUMNHAA OKCAMUTOBI
rpynoeHsaTa, po3nyckasa XxBoCTa i Tpinana KpuibMn. 34a€TbCSA, BOHA
NoHapg yce xoTina cnogobatucs ctapomy beHosi BesepcTady. Ane
BeH HanycTuB Ha cebe BanayicThb.

— Ara, oHo Tn, He 3abapunacsa! — BaaBaHO obpa>keHo
npokasas BiH. — To nNponaJsia Ha ABa TUXXHi, @ To npuneTina,
3ragaja ctaporo. A 3anumwanacs gk, nip'a posnywwuna! Lo, nesHo,
BXKE CHA 3HANLWOB AKUNCb MoJloAeLb Ta BNaga€e 3a Tob6oto? MeBHo,
ne X Tobi Tenep oo beHa.



Ane MasinHiBKa He BigcTynasa. BoHa nypxHyna Ha Kyl
CMOpPOAVHM i 3awiebeTana, AMBASYNCE NPOCTO Ha CTaporo.

— Mignewyewcs, xo4ew MeHe NiaKynuTn. Tak-Tak, ragacLd,
HiXTO nepen To60to He BCTOITb, — NpobypkoTiB beH, HamopLMBLLN
noba. OgHak 6yno BMaHoO, WO pobuTb BiH L& HAaBMUCHE.

TyT MannHiBKa 31eTina 3 Kywa — i cifla Ha 3acTyn, Wo 1noro
beH Be3epcTad Tpumas nepepn coboto. CTapum He BUTPUMaB:
0611448 noro noBoJli 3NarigHino, nornan notennis. BiH 6osaBcA

HaBiTb rNnbLwe ANXHYTK, abn He cnosoxaTu NTaLLVHY.

— Hy nobpe-gobpe! — HiIXXKHO nMpoLenoTiB BiH, AMBAAYNCE Ha
NTalwKy. — 3HAELW, YAM MeHe B3ATun, Heboro, on, sk 3Haew! | ge Tn

TakKa Cc4 B3ssa?

ManuHiBKa e Tpoxu nocupaina, 3agoBoJsieHa, LWo BAasN0CA
noMmpuTNCA 3 beHoM, a NoTIM CTpINHYyNa KpuabLAMU i NoneTina.
CTapui aKyCb MUTb CTOSIB MOB 3a4apOBaHUI, He 3BOASAYN O4eln i3

3acTyna, AaNi CTpeneHyBCs i B3IBCA KoMNaTw.

Mepi 3HOBY 3 HUM 3arosopunia.

— Y BacC € CBil caa? — CNMTaJ1a BOHA.

— He. 9 cam-o4unH, HE Mato Hi 3eMJi, Hi XaTu, XXNBY pa3oM 3
MapTiHOM y CTOPOXXLLi.

— A akbn manu, wo 6m Tam cagnnn? — cnmntana Mepi.

— KanycTy, kapTonaw i unbynto, — BigKa3aB CTapui.

— A 3 KBITiB? — gonuTyBanacs Mepi.



— TonbNaHn i FMIALUHTW... BOHM TaK MWIO NaxXHYTb... | TPOSAHAW.

O6aun44a Mepi npocsiTAino.

— Bu niobute TposHON? — cnuTana 3 Hagdi€lo.

beH Be3epcTad BmpBaB 3 kopeHeM siobonay, a ToAi BiAMOBIB:

— Jobnto, asa'. 9k ix He nbutn? 9 caams ix AnNsa ooHOI MO0 OO1
rMaHi. BoHa He morna 6e3 Hux Xxutwn. Jltobuna ix 9K Aiten... 4m

nTawok. 4 cam 6a4vms, K BOHa rnaguna ix, uinyesana...

40N10BiK BUCMUKHYB LLie 0AnH Byp'aH i HaXMypuBCS.

— To 6yno naBHo. Bxxe gecsiTb ST MUHYO.

— A pe Tenep Ta NaHi? — cnuTtana Mepi, Hibu i1 HiYoro npo ue
He 6yno Bigomo.

— B pato, — cyMHO BigNOBIB BiH, i3 CUJI0I0 3arHaBLn 3acTyn y
3eMl0. — TaK Ka)ke Hall nacTop.

— A Wo cTanocsa 3 TpoAHOaMnU? — CXBWUJIbOBAHO OOMUTYBaacs
Menpi.

— Ix nokuHynn.

Mepi cTynnna Kpok, a Toai Habpanacs sigBarn NOCTaBUTU

MUTaHHSA, AKe il HanbinbLie LikaBuno:

— A 3apa3s, 3apa3 BOHU XNBI? Y MOIr/In BOHN BMXXUTU, KOJIN 1X

NOKNHYNN?



— TakK, NOKUHY/W... ane BOHa IX TaK sbuna... i 1 He x'TiB, abu
BOHW 3rMHYN, TO YaC A0 4Yacy XoamB Tyau i Tpoxa obpizas,
nig>Xuenas... baraTo 3aunyino, ane 3emns Tam gobpa, To AesAKi KyLui
BUXXNNIN, — Heoxo4e npusHaeca beH Be3sepcTad.

— A 9K 3HATW, XXMBi BOHW Y1 Hi, AKLLO Ha HUX HEMa NNCTA? —

HeBrasasna Mepi.

— 3a4eKan, aXk BECHa 3a HMX CA BO3bMe... @)K COHEHbKO
npurpie — i Toai 306a4unL.

— Ane aK? 9K? — nanko BurykHyna Mepi, Bxxe n 3abysLin npo
obepeXxxHiCTb.

— O6auBuca gobpe rinkn. 9k 3Hanpew Taki 6ypi rynbku, To
3Ha4YUTb, WO KYLL XXNBUN. A NOTIM TiNIbKO OOL, i COHLe — i caMa Bce
306a4nw, Heboro.

TyT BiH 3yNMHUBCSA, HIbN CNaM'aTaBLINCh.

— A 3 94KOro guBea Tu BCe OTO BUNUTYELW? a? — CNNTaB BiH,

MUJIbHO OUBASYUCH Ha HeEl.

Mepi 3awapinacs.

— Ta 4... 9 oTo 6aBntocs, HibW... HIBK 9 cafiBHUK, AK BW... HIbK B
MeHe € caf, — NpobypmMoTina BOHa. — Y MeHe TaKOX TyT HeMa
HiYoro... i Hikoro. OTo i 6basntocA.

— Hy nobpe, — yxxe M'akwe sumoBus beH BesepcTad, — TBOA
npaspa. Hema T06i Kyom NpUTKHYTUCSA, — A04aB CMiBYYT/IMBO.



Mepi cama HikonM He BigYyBana »anowis oo cebe, 60 n Tak He
Majla KoMy noXkanitmcsa. Konm in wock He nogobanocs, To BOHa
xiba cepannacs abo npubupana 3BepxHLOro Buraany. Ane nicns
OTUX CNiB CTaporo in 3pobunocsa SKocCb Teniwe Ha cepui. Bzarani,
yBeCb CBIT 0OBKOJ1a Hel 3MiHIOBaBCSA, CTaBaB bisibLU MPUA3HUM 4K

wo. | Tenep y Hei 6y. cag... [i HanbinbLwa pagicTs.

HiB4MHKa LWe Tpoxun norosopuia 3 beHom BesepcTacdowm,
po3nuTyBasaa Npo Aepesa, Npo KBITWU. | cTapun Tepnnsaye in yce
NOSAACHIOBAB.

— A 3apa3 BuM xoguTe 00 TPOoAHL? — CnuTasia BOHA.

— He, B Tim poui we He 6yB. PeBMaTn3M MeHe CKpyTuUB, —
Hacynuecs beH, a To4i panToM HanyCTUBCA Ha AiBYNHKY. — Cnyxawn,
a 4m He 3abaraTo BCbOro Tu xo4ew 3HaTn?! 3amana we! bepwu
CKakanky i nan 6ascs. Yoro oTo TypKOTITU MEHIi Hag ByXoM?

Mepi 3po3ymina, Wo cborofHi bisiblie HiYOro gosigaTucs He
BOACTbCSA. BOoHa po3npaBuia cKakaJsKy i NOBiJIbHO pyLlnaa no
CTeXWHi. Xo4a beH y)xe He BrepLue Tak Herpe4yHo obpueas
PO3MOBY, [iBYMHLI 0HaK noaobaBcsa uen ctapuii BypKoTyH. I
3aBXXau 6yno uikaBo 3 HUM nobasnakaTn. Mepi aHICKiNbKN He
CYMHiBanacs: npo KBiTW NOMY BiJOMO reTb yCe Ha CBITi... @
0co61MBO NPO TPOAHAW.

AiB4nHKa cTpubana y340BX XUBOI OrOPOXKI, LLLO OTOYyBaJsla
NOTAaEMHUIN cafd. B KiHUi JopixKKK Bynn HeBenn4Kki BOpoTa, AKi
npoBaguan y napk. BoHa gaBHO XOTiNa nepesipuTn, 4n HEMa y

LbOMY 3aKYyTKY OANKUX KPOJNKIB.

Mepi poctpubana 0o BOPIT, @ TOAI 3ynUHUAACA | Npucayxanacs.

3icepeAnHn O0IMHAB SKMNCb TUXUIA CBUCT. LLLo X, Tum Binblue



Tpeba Tyam 3a3mpHyTU. [liB4MHKA NPOYMHMIA BOPOTa, YBiMLIa
nocepeanviHu — i 3aBMepna.

Min nepesoM, cnepwmncb 06 ctoBbyp, CnaiB pyanin xaon4mHa
Aechb ii BiKy i FpaB Ha AepeB'aHin ayaui. Ooar Ha HboMy ByB YMCTUIA,
X04a 1 nonaTaHun. Xaoneub NoBepHyBCA A0 Hei i Mepi nobaymna
NOro Becesie 4epBOHOLLOKe 0611M44s i3 KUpNaTM HOCOM, a We —
HebeCcHO-CKHiI oui. MpocTo Haa HUM Ha AepeBi cupina binka, aka He
3BOAMA 3 Ha HbOIM0 OYEHAT, 3 Kylla BUrnsagana gosra wms
hazaHa, a nobiy cuainm ABa KPOJsIMKK, AKi CTOPOXKKO HIOLLKYBa U
noBiTps. Mepi ogpa3y 36arHyna, wo 3ibpanocs ue ToBapuCTBO
nvwe gna Toro, abu nocnyxaTtu Noro Ayaky.

Xnon4ymHa nNigHAB PyKYy i TUXO NpOKa3as:

— He pyxawncs, 60 3159Ka€ewW ix.

Mepi 3acTurna. Xnoneub NOBOI MiABIBCA. 3BipsATa e AKYCb
MUTb YeKanun, a Toai Binka nipHysna NoMixX risiok, pasaH CxoBaBCH Y

KyLi, @ Kponmkun noctpubanm cobi reTs.

— A — [ikeH, — cka3aB xJioneub. — A TN, NEBHO, MiC Mepi.

Y rnnbuHi gywi Mepi 3Hana ue Big nepwoi MUTI, KOJIN NOro
y34pina. XTo X iwe 34aTeH npuyapysaT OyAKOKO KPOJIUKIB i
hasaHis, NoAibHO AK iHOYCK MPUYAPOBYIOTb 3MIN?

[iKeH WnpOKO NOCMiXHYBCH.

— Bauuw, 9 nigHiMaBCcsa Tak NoBinbHO, abu iX He cnosloXaTw.
3pobuL pi3knin pyx — i BOHM cA po3bixxaTb. Tpe' nam'aTaTw. |
rOBOPUTM Tpe' TUXO, — MOSCHIOBAB BiH.



BiH roBopumB 3 Heto Tak, Hibn BOHWN BXXe poKaMu 3HaAINCH, @ He
LLLOWNHO OTO 3yCTpinnca. Mepi cnepwy Tpiwku po3rybunacs, ane

LWBMOKO noaosiajsia CBOK HiSKOBICTb.

— To Tn oTpuMaB NncTa Big MapTn? — pagicHo cnuTasia BOHa.

BiH XMTHYB CBOEIO pPyaol0 KY4MOIO.

— Ag', TOMY i MPUNLLOB.

Xnoneub Haxunmecs, abu NigHATN TOPOUHKY, WO Nexana

nopyu.

— Ty' Ma€ew Bce, 4oro Tn npocuna. OTo 3acTyn, oTo rpabni, oTo
BUa i MOTUKaA. | We MasieHbKa sionaTka. A Ty' HaCiHHA. Koan 4
KynyBaB, TO FrOCNOONHA Y KPaMHUL LOKUHYA LWe No NakeTuky

MaKiB i AenbgiHin.

— Mokaxu, nokakn! — HeTeprisdye BUrykHyna Mepi. — [laBan
cAO0eMO Ha OTY KOo4Y i BCe Mo 4Yep3i po3rngaHemo, —
3arnporoHyBajla BOHa.

BoHwu cinn. Mepi 3aBBakuna, Wwo Big [likeHa naxsio BepeckoM i
e AKMMnUCb TpaBamn. Hemosbu NoBisiB BiTep 3 nycTuwla. Xaoneub
BUTAMHYB 3 KULLEHI NasibTe4ka MaJieHbKy naneposy TOPOUHKY,
pPO3B'A3aB il i CTaB BUKJIALaTU MasleHbKi NakeTUKU. Ha KoXxHoOMy

6yna HaMaJibOBaHa KBiTKa, ika Majia 3 UbOro HaCiHHSA BNPOCTN.

— Ty' Hanbinblie pe3ean i MakiB, — CKa3aB BiH. — Pe3efa Tak
MU0 NaxHe, i pocTe ae xo4'. | Makm Tak caMo. OTO KMHeLL HaCiHHA

B 3€MJI0, TiJIbKO CBMCHELW — i BOHWU BXe LUBITYTb.

TyT 3 BENMKOro Kyula nobiy H1UX 3anyHano webetaHHsA. [ikeH

NPUCyXaBCs.



— O, Ta To MasnHiBKa! — 3 padicTio BUMOBMB. — | BOHa [0 Hac

CrniBae€, KJn4ye Hac, — CTBEPAUB BiH.

Mepi 3Hana ue, ane BupiWnia nepennTaTL.

— BoOHa cnpaBai Hac KNn4ye? — rasiHya Ha XJ1omnus.

— Afq', — noBa>kHO BignoBiB [likeH, — TO X 4yTW. BoHa Knunye
KOroCb, 3 KM BXe cA 3Hae€. Hibu kaxke: "Tak-Tak, 4 Ty', noamsuncs".

OH BOHa, 3anuwanacs Ha KyLLi.

— To npaBaa. BigHegasHa BOHa i 3i MHOO BOAUTLCSA, @ 3 beHOM
BesepcTaoM ApyXuTb BXXe faBHO, — NMpusHanacsa Mepi.

— Aq', nTawka 3Hae Tebe. | nobuTb. NMpunHana Tebe 3a cBoto.
Yekaln-4yekamn, 3apa' BOHa BCce MeHi npo Tebe po3kaxe, —
NoCMixHyBCs [likeH.

BiH noBinbHO nigBiBCca n ob6epexxHo Habnn3meca OO0 Kyla, a Toai
caM CTaB HacigyBaTu NTawnHe webeTaHHsa. ManuHiBKa SIKyCb
MUTb NpuUcayxanacs, a To4i N caMa 3awebeTana, HemoBbun

BiAMOBiOAOYM Ha MUTAHHSA.

— Ag', BOHa TBIiN Opyr, — XUTHYB rosioBoto [likeH.

— CnpaBgi? — 3axonfeHo BUrykHyna Mepi. In-60 Tak xoTinocs

Yy UbOMY BNEBHUTUCHA. — Ka)kell, BOHa MeHe NiobunTb?

— 51kbn BoHa Tebe He Mana 3a CBOO, TO Hi3awWo He nigneTina 6
Tak 61M3bKO, — po3TayMaymB [ikeH. — lMTaxu pigKo Konm
nianyckawTb A0 cebe nogen. A MannHiBKa Ay>ke ropda nrtalika, Tm
cobi He oyman. AnBn, omeu, 3HOB LWebeve no Tebe. NuTae: "A aK ca
Ma€ cTapun beH? He 6a4mna noro HuHI?".



MNTawka i cnpasai nypxana nobnamsy Mepi, nigxognna 604kom,

A3BiHKO webeTana, HAXUISI04YX FONIBKY TO B OAWH, TO B ApYyruin Bik.

— A T BCe pO3yMi€Ll, WO roBopsATb NTAWKN? — cnnTasna Mepi.

[likeH yCMiXHYBCS Bif Byxa A0 Byxa i novyxas csoto PYY
YyrpUHY.

— Ta po3ymito, aa', — BigNOBIB BiH. — A1 CA HAapoAMB Ha NYyCTULLI
i Big, Manoro 3 HAMK cs BOAXKY. bayumB, K BOHW CA BUYMNJIOOTD 3
anus, K ca BbMBaloTb B Nip's, AK CA BYaTb NiTaTU. HacoM MeHi
CaMoMy €A 3[aBaJso, WO g nTax. TO TakK €: 9K OOBro 3 KUMCb CH
3HAELW, TO CTA€EL A0 HbOro NoAibHuM. MeHi He pa3 ca 34a€, Wo A
nTawka, abo nnc, abo 3aeyb, abo 6inka, abo AKUNCL XYK, K [OBrO

Ha HNX OWBJIHOCA.

BiH 3acMmisiBCA, TOLI 3HOBY CiB Ha KOMI04Y | CTaB NOKa3yBaTu
OiBYMHLI KBITKOBE HaCiHHA. Xonewub onNucyBaBs, Ha Wo nogibHunm
IXHIN UBIT, NOACHIOBaB, e Ninwe BUCaa)xyBaTu, K gornanatu, K

NiOXXKUBAIOBATU, CKIJIbKW NOJIMBATMW.

— Cnyxan, a To6i nomoxy. e 6ygew ix ciaTn? B akim cagy? —

HecnofiBaHO MOBUB BiH, MMAHYBLUM Ha Hel. — [Noka3yn!

Mepi po3rybunacsa. BoHa o6xonnna pykaMmun KosiiHa i He 3Hana
O CKa3aTu. Liboro BoHa ax Higk He nepepabaymna.

— Hy 10 e mae 6yTn TOW KBITHUK? — LWe pa3 cnuTas [dikeH.

HiBYNHKY KNOano B X004, TO »ap. [ikeH ue nomiTue i cam

po3rybuecs.

— Eren, To BOHM pann 1o6i AKMIN KNanTUK 3eMJ1i YN HE? —

cnuTaB BiH. — Ta CKa>xu Bxe!



HiBYMHKA XpYCHYa NasbuUsaMn i NigHAA HAa HbOro OMi.

— Piy y Tim, wo 5 30BciMm Tebe He 3Halo, — MOBISILHO NpPOKa3ana
BOHa. — B3arani, He 3Halo, 4Yn xJ10nui BMitoTb TPUMATKN A3MKa 3a
3ybamun. 9kbu g Tobi gosipnna ogHy TaeEMHUUIO... TV 6 11 36epir? bo
AKLLO XTOCb AOBIOAETLCA... HABITb HE XO4y NPO Le AyMaTu... NPOCTO
He 3Halo, Wo 3i MHOot ToAi byne! — nanko 3aBepLumnia BOHa.

HikeH we binbwe po3rybuscs. Toai NPoOBiB PYKOtO MO roJoBi i
cnpobyBaB 3ibpaTnCcAa 3 oyMKaMu.

— 3Haew, akbu 9 oTo po3basikyBaB BCe, WO 3HAK NPO INCAYI
HOPW | NPO NTALUWHI FHi3ga, TO HE 3HAalD, YM Ha UiNiM NYCTULLI LWOCb
6n ca BTpuMano. leaknm Xa0n4ncbKaM TiJIbKU CKaXkm — Bigpa3sy
nayTb wkony pobutn. OT i nogyman, 4m BMItO A MOBYaTU, —

CMOKiNHO MOBWB BiH.

Mo4yBLwwin e, Mepi MMMOBINIBHO cxonuna [likeHa 3a pykas.

— Cnyxan, 8 BKkpasa Ton cag, — Bunanmna. — BiH He min. BiH
HiYMn. BCi NOro NOKMHYNWN, HIXTO He AOrNsaaa€, HaBiTb HIXTO He

3axoauTb. MoXe, TaM yCe BXe MNornHyso, He 3Halo.

[liBYMHKA CTpalLEeHHO XBWtoBalacs.

— Ane HiXTO, HIXTO He MO)Xe 1Noro B MeHe 3abpaTtu! Hikomy He
Bignam! KpiM MeHe, HiXTO MOro He AOornsafaa€. 9k BOHM MOIMJ/iN Tak 3
HUM BYMHUTU? FK MOIM YeKaTn, NOKWU BiH 3arvHe? 3aMKHYN i
NOKUHYNN Hanpu3sosLe, — BMMOBUIa obypeHo, a Toai 3aTynuna

pykamu nuue i BubyxHyna nnadvem.

HebecHo-cuHi [ikeHOBi 04i 3pobunncsa 308CiM Kpyri.



— O-ox! — BupBanocs y Hboro. BiH CniB4yTAMBO MOTUCHYB PYKY
Mepi.

— Y MeHe TyT HIKoro Hema. fl reTb camMa, — Kpi3b CJIbO3U
BUMOBUNIA AiBYMHKA. — | OT, 3HaWLWNa Luen can. BoHM He MOXyTb
ioro B MeHe BigibpaTu. Tam xuse ManuHiska. [i X 3BigTam He

BUIraHAOTb — XunBe cobi. | MeHe He MOXYTb.

— To oe X BiH? — Tuxo cnuTaB [likeH.

Mepi BUTepaa CNbO3U i PBYHYKO NigBesiacsa 3 Kosoau.

— XogaiM, 3apas nokaxy, — pilly4ye CKa3asia BOHa.

[iB4MHKa BMBEA NOro Ha AOPIXKKY ronig CTiHOK, NOPOCIo0
nnoweM. [likeH 6yB Oy>e CepNO3HUN | 30Cepen)XeHnin: xnoneub
PO3YyMiB, AKY BEJINKY TaEMHULIO A0Bipsie nomy Mepi. BiH cTynas
Mal>Xe HeYyyTHO, Tak, Hibn Habnmxasca 40 INCAYOT HOPU YK
NTAaLWMHOro rHisga. Ta ocb Mepi 3 [OPiIXXKW NOBEpHYyJa 00 CTiHW,
3ynnHMIacsa nepeg Hew i nigHana naow,. O4i [likeHa wupoko
PO3KPUANCA: Nif, NnaoLLeM xoBanacs xXBipTka. Mepi carHyna no
KULLEHI Mo KJItoY, BiAIMKHY/Ia 3aMOK — i XBipTKa MNOBi/IbHO

BigYMHMNacsa. Oitn ysinwnn gocepeamnHn.

— OcCb BiH, Mil NOTaEMHWUX caf, — 3 ropaoLwamMy NpoMoBuIa
BOHa, 06Boas4M BCe pyKot. — § xo4y, wob BiH 0)xuB. binbwe
HIKOMY Npo Hboro abaTw.

JlikeH 3axonsieHo PO33MPHYBCSA OOBKPYXK.

— O-ox! — npowenoTiB. — Ty' 9K B Ka3u,.

Po3pnin 11



MoTaeMHe rHi3no

AKNNCb Yac [ikeH CTOAB MOB 3a4apoBaHui. [10TiM CTyNuB KPOK
i noBosli NiLoB ynepea, »anibHo BbMpatoum o4nma BCe, Lo
BiaKpmBanocsa no obmnasa 60KM CTeXKU: aepeBa, obnayTaHi
naroHaMu pPisHUX B'IOHKUX POCJINH, aJlIbTaHKW i3 XBONHUMN

AepeBamMun, BUCOKI HAacuUnn onsa KBITHUKIB.

— Hikonun He gymas, Wo 306a4y ue Micue, — HapewTi BAMOBUB

noLwlernkn.

— Twn 3HaB?! — BUrykKHyna Mepi.

Xnoneub 3pobuB in 3HaK.

— Tpe' roBopnTK TUXO, — CKa3aB BiH, — iHaKLle HaC Mo4yTb.

— Ox, 4 3abyna! — 3n9KkaHO BMMOBMAa Mepi, 3aKpUBLLM PYKOIO
poT. — To Tn 3HaB Npo uewn can? — 3HOBY CuTana BOHA,
onaHyBaBLIn cebe.

[iKkeH KMBHYB.

— MapTa rosopwusia MeHi, Wo B TiM MAa€eTKY AeCb € NOKUHYTUN
cafj i HIKOMY He BilbHO TyaAW yBiNTW, — BiAMOBIB BiH. — OTO MK cobi i

raganun, K BiH BUrNaOaeE.

Xnoneub 3ynNUHUBCS, NPUAMBUBCSA A0 CMAETIHHA riflok nobiy

cebe i 3a40B0JIEHO NOCMIXHYBCS.

— O, Han TiNbKO 3aBeCHI€E | TYy' C4 NOSABAATL MHi3ga, — CKa3aB
BiH. — B winin AHrAii roai 3HanTm 6e3neyHiwe Micue oasa NTaxie, HXK

Ty'. HiXTO NpO HbOro He 3HaE€, HIXTO Ty' He XxoaAuTb. LLLlo MoXxe ByTwu



ninwe anga ntaxie? LlikaBo, YOMy NTaWKM 3 NyCcTULLA ClognN CS He

nepeHecnn? Ty'ix 6u HixTo He noTypbyBas.

Mepi 3HOBY BXOMnwusia NOro 3a pykKy, HaBiTb LLbOro He MOMITUBLLW.

— A TposHan 6yayTb? — NpollenoTisia BOHa. — BOHM XuBi? Tu

MOXXeLl noanBMTUCA?

— Af', MOXY, — KUBHYB rosioBoto [likeH.

BiH miacTynmB 0o Hanbam»x4oro nepesa, BKPUTOro

JINLLAVHUKOM | MAIOLWEM, | BATATHYB CKJ1IaaHOM0 HOXKMKaA.

— Tpe' NnoobTnHaTK cyxe ranyss3s, — NOSACHMB BiH. — O, AnBK: Ti
rifIkKn cyxi, a oTa — mosoga. lNeBHO, TOpik BUpocnia. bayuw, Kopa

Ha HiN Npy>XHa i nefb-nefb 3es5leHKyBaTa, He Taka, AK Ha CyXUX.

Mepi 61aroroBinHO TOPKHYyJ1a MiJI0YKY.

— Ouya? — cnutana. — Oug xumea? Cnpasai?

[iKeH yCMixXHyBCS.

— Tak, BOHa XXWE, AK MU, — MOBWB BiH.

Mepi 3Hana sig MapTu: ">Xne" o3Ha4vae "xunse".

— fK rapHo, aK rapHo! BoHa »xmnBa! — nowenku BUrykHyna
AiBYMHKa. — Xo4y, abu BCi BOHW 0XXUAKW. X0 4iM, OrISHEM TyT yCe, TO

M MOKa)XeL MeHi, CKiJIbKU € XXUBUX.

BoHa a)k 3acananacsa — Tak xBuitoBanacs. [likeH Tex 6ys
CXBWJIbOBaHUN. BoHW nepexoannu Bi4 Aepesa A0 AepeBa, Bif KyLlla



00 Kyuwa. [likeH obpiszaB cyxi rinku i nokasysas 11 XuBi. [iB4MHKa
byna Ha cbomomy Hebi Big wacTa. Tenep BoHN o6cTexXyBam

TPOSIHAWN.

— Cnabwi KywmKmn, 3BiCHO, MNOrUHYU, — FOBOPUB BiH, — a Ti,
KOTPI CUNbHILWI, TO OH AK po3byanuca. Tpe' noobTnHaTK ix, abwu
MOJI04EeHbKI FIKKM Manu Micue. Omen' crogn! — xnoneub HarHys
rpyby rinky, sika 3gaBsanacs cyxow. — Burnapgae gk cyxa, ane
Yyekan, 3apa' 3pobso Hagpis BHU3Y, TO 306a4uM.

[likeH cTaB HaBKOJILWKW | HAApPI3aB riJIky Ha CamMolo 3eMJielo.

— Hy oT! — Tpiym¢anbHO BUryKHYB BiH. — A XX Ka3aB. lMognsn'.

Mepi Texx onycTuaacsa Ha KoJliHa, HaMarak4nucb 3pO3yMiTH, WO

nobayme [likeH.

— Sk KOpa Ha Haapi3i 3eneHa i nosaBnsAe'ca cik, o, 6avuw, TO
BOHO XXWE, — MNOSICHUB BiH, NMOKa3yo4n i1 KpananHy. — KoTpe
rasly33s BXe BCOXJ10, TO BOHO i BCepeaunHi cyxe, TOMY JlIerko c
namae. A Ty' KOpiHHS MOLHe, Kyl XXUE. AK Lwe obkonaeM JOBKONA,
To BANiTi byaem maTtm Mmope TposaHA, — BMNEBHEHO MOBUB BiH,

MnoKas3aBLUM OYMMa Ha ringyy4sa Hapg coboto.

[iTn HEBTOMHO MpaLoBasn, NOBOJI MOCYBaO4YUChb No cagy. 3a
AKUXOCb NiB roguHM BXKe n Mepi BMina BiAPIi3HATN XXUBI MKW Big,
cyxmx. Y uin poboTiiMm gy>e npupannicsa 3acTyn, MOTUKA i BUNa.
[iKeH nokasaB LiBYMHLI, WO BUIaMmM 3py4HO 06KOMNyBaTW KOPIHHA,

abn POCZINHN Ma 1N HNM OUNXaTW.

Ko BOHU B3AMCS 40 Hanbinblworo TposSHO0BOMO KyLla,
XJ10MeuUb pPanTOM HaXWINBCS, 3aLiKaBJ/IEHO LWOCb PO3risaatoydn.
Topni obepHyBCcs oo Mepi i 3axonaeHo Nnoka3aB Ha 06pobneHnn

KNanTUK 3 TEHOITHUMN MapocTKkamMu.



— Cnyxan, a To 4mda poboTa? — 34MBOBAHO CNUTaB BiH. — XTO
TO 3pobue?

— 4, — 3 ropgowamm Bignosina AiB4NHKA.

— Oue Tak! A MapTa nucana, Wwo TW Hi40' He BMI€ELL | Ha 3eMni

HIKOIM He nMpautoBasia, — BUryKHYB BiH.

— To npaBaa, — XUTHYJa roJsI0BOKD. — Ane KoM 3Hanwna Ti
NapoCTKK, TO NnogyMana, o iM HeMa K pocTu, 60 CKpi3b TOPILLHS
Tpasa. ToMy 4 3BiJIbHWUAA A8 HUX Micue. HaBiTb He 3Hato, gKi e

KBIiTW.

HikeH niginwos i oNycTUBCA Ha KOJliHA nepe napocTkamu,

CSAK4YM NMOCMILLKOIO.

— Tw Bce 3pobuna aK HanexunTb, — CKa3as BiH. — CafiBHUK 6Bun
ninwe He Hapaaue. Ternep BOHM aXk A0 Heba BNUPOCTYTb, AK Ti
YyapiBHi 606n y Ka3ui Npo O)xeka. TO € KPOKYCHU i NiIACHIXXHUKW, a TY',
— NOKAa3aB Ha IHWWK KNanTuk, — BifNi HapuncK, a TyTa »XOBTi.

Yekan-4yekan, ckopo byae Ha o CcA NoAnBUTU, K 3aUBITyThb.

BiH 6iraB Big 04HOro poO34MLLEHOr0 KNanTuKa Ao Apyroro.

— O na Takoi Manoi, 9k Tu, Ty' 6yno go 6ian pobotn, — 3

MnoBaro BMMOBWB BiH, 3MipsBLUW il NOrNSa40M.

— 4 BXe cunbHiWwa, i Tpoxu nornagwana, — rnocMixHynacs
Mepi. [ 6yno npueMHO NoYyTw Taky noxsasy Bia JlikeHa. — PaHiwe
MeHe BCe CTOMJIOBAJIO i ApaTyBaso. A TyT i BTOMU He BiaYyBana,

TiIbKM 6 TOM 3anax HXaJsla, 9K 0TO 3eMJ10 KOMNa€ELl.

— Tak, HeMa Hi40' ninworo, AK 3anax ceiXol 3emMni. | Tpaswy, i

Bepecy, — NOBa>XHO NMOXuTaB rosiosoto [ikeH. — Tenep TK OH AKa



pyM'siHa, AK nonpavtoBasa Tpoxa. | cmnm Habepellca. A Takox

ayxxe nobnto, 9K naxHe 3emnsa. OcobnamBo Konm Nnagae aouw. A Toai
nfArao nig Kywem i cnyxato, aK Kpansi nagatTb Ha Bepec, i BTAMyIo
y Hi3gpi ui naxowi. MamMa Kaxke, Lo B MEHE TaKUN Yy T/IMBUIA HIC, K

y 3anus.

— A T WO, He Mep3HeLw? — 3AMBOBAHO 3UPKHYJIa HA HbOIrO
Mepi. Takoro 4yaHoro i MMaoro xJonus BoHa we He 6avmna.

— He, — BiAMNOBIB BiH, YCMiXatlo4ncb. — X0J104 MEHE HE O0XXeHe,
60 s racato No NycTuli K 3a€ub. Mama Kaxke, WO 3a ABaHaAUSTb
POKIB A CTiJIbKM Yacy MpPoBiB Ha CBI>XOMY MOBITPI, O XO4Ha
6onsyka meHe He Bo3bMe. OTak!

YBecb Len yac [likeH npautoBas i roBopus, Mepi TakoXX He
BiACTaBaja i 3aB3ATO opyAyBasa BuaaMun abo nonaTkolo.

— Ta-ak, Ty' poboTn € gocnTb! — BpeLwTi NPOTArHYB XJI0NeLb,
BMNPOCTaBLINCL i 06BiBLLIN NOrns40M BCe A0BKOA. — Hy neBHo,

NEecaTb POKIB... 3a OAUH OeHb He AaMOo paaw.

— A TV Wwe npungew MeHi gonomorTn? — 6aarajbHO BUMOBMUIA
Mepi. — 4 Takox 6yny ctapaTtucs, 6yny pobutn BCce, WO CKaxkeL

— KonaTu, nonoTu. [likeHe, npungeLu?

— Ada'. MoXy NpUXoanTN CIOAN X04Y KOXKEH OeHb, Y/ OOoL, YK
COHLLe, — BMNEeBHEHO CKa3aB xJioneub. — Ta To Hanninwa 3abaBa —
cxoBaTuca Ty' i paTyBaTuh caf.

— Konn Tu... Konn T onoMoXXeLll MeHi N0ro 0XXMBUTK, TO...
HaBiTb He 3Halto, AK Tobi BigasaunTnca. Lo a moxy 3pobutun gns

Tebe, [likeHe? — 3BOpYyLUEHO cNuTana Mepi.



— 3apa' ckaxxy, — nocmixHyscs [likeH. — MoxxeLl ninwe icTu,
abu HabpaTuca cunan, Hy i We HaBYNTUCA NMTaLLUMHOI MOBU, abun
rOBOPUTM 3 MaJINHIBKOIO, AK . | ToAi HAC 3BiACU BIHUKOM He

BM>XKEHeLW — TakK HaMm byne Ty' hanHo.

[ikeH we pa3 obinwos yce foOBKONA, 3aMUCSIEHO
PO3OMBNAOYUCH AepeBa i KyLL.

— Cnyxan, paBan He bygem Ty' BCe NiacTpuraTun, 9K y peLuTi
capiB, — 3BEepPHYBCS A0 Hel. — Han BOHO pocTe cobi Ak xo4e, Hawn cA
B'€, NepenniTae — Tak HabaraTo rapHiwe, npasaa?

— 3BUYaNHO, 3BMY4aNHO, — CXBWJIbOBAHO MoBUNa Mepi, — Hi4oro
MW He BygemMo niacTpuraTy, iHaKLWe BiH CTaHe 3BMYalHUM i 30BCiM

HEe HalragyBaTnMe NMNOTaeEMHOIo cagy.

[iKeH 3aMUCIeHO NMPOBIB PYKOIO MO BOJIOCCHO.

— Ty' i Tak CKpi3b 3aragku, — MoBuB BiH. — bo Burnagae, wo,

KpiM MaIMHIBKM, 3@ OeCATb POKIB Ty' Taku XToCb ByBasB.

— Ane xBipTKa byna 3a4nHeHa, a KoY 3aK0onaHo, —
3amByBanacsa Mepi. — XTo X Mir clogu noTpannutu?

— TBos npaBga, — norogmeca [likeH, — TOMYy 1 Ka)Ky: AUBHE TO
Micue. Bce ogHo, amBu: Ty' rinkm obpizanuca gea abo Tpm poku

TOMY, a TY' — 30 N'ATb.

— 4K Take Mmorso 6yTn? — cnaHTennyeHo cnutana Mepi.

HikKeH we pa3 ornsaHyB TPOAHOO0BUN KL, @ TOA4i NOXUTaB
roJ1I0BOIO.



— OTO MeHe 1 UikaBUTb, — BiAMNOBIB BiH.

Hani BOHW NiWAmM po3ymnwaT 3eMJ10 Nig KBiTHUK. Mepi Big4vyna,
O CKINIbKWN XNUTUMEe — He 3abyae Toro OHs, Koam oXXuB ii cag,. Tak-
Tak, I BUOABasoCH, WO caMe LbOro paHKy BiH 0XXMB. Ko BOHU
B>XK€ MaJin BUCISATN HACiHHSA, OiBYMHKA 3ragana cobi niceHbKy, AKOtO

Il opa>kHmB be3swnn.

— A TYyT € fKiCb KBiTWU, aKi 6y 6 noaibHi Ha roniBkn ocoTy? —

CMnTaljia BOHa.

— Moxxe, ninei, abo A3BiHOYKMN, — BiAMNOBIB [likeH, pobasyn
pPAOKMN.

— Jlobpe, g cama iX xo4y nocagutu, — ckasana Mepi.

— Jlinei 1y' €, 4 6a4mB. Ane BOHMN POCTYTb 3aHAATO rycto — Tpe
po3caaunTun, ToAdi ix byae CKpi3b MOBHO. A iHLWWI KBiTK 3aUBITyTb
LLIOVNHO Ha ApYyrum pik, Tpe' Yyekatn. Moxy xiba npmHecTn ToOi
po3cafy 3 Haworo ropody. YoMy Ty NPO HUX NUTAELL?

Topni Mepi po3nosina nomy npo besnna 3 IHAil Ta noro bpaTis i
cecTep, Npo Te, Wo HeHaBuaina ix, 60 BoHM npo3ueann ii "A-mic-
Mepi-Bi4HO-npoTn".

— Tak, BUTaHLUbOBYBa/IM KPYroM MeHe i cniBaiu:

A Mic Mepi Bi4HO npoTu!

| wo pocTe B cany ii?

Byasik nuw, Kykinb Ta ocoTu,



| NOBHO CKpi3b TYT KPOMMBW.

Mepi HaxMypuaa 6poBu i 3 CUIOIK0 3arHana sionaTy B 3eMJIH0.

— BoHwu we BnepTiwi 3a MeHe, Ti iTUCbKa. To 0Cb, X041y M
Hanepekip 3pobuTn CNpaBXXHi KBITHUK, i Xxan TaMm ByayTb KBiTH, AKi

nonibHi 0o ocoTy!

IikeH 3acmiaBcH.

— Ox, Ta rogi Tobi BXxe, — BUMOBUB XJioneub, po3pybasimn
3aCTynoMm 4opHy ckuby. Mepi nomiTuna, K BiH BBMpa€e Hi3gpamm
uen 3anax. — Hy yoro Bxe ca xmyputn? Lo 6yno, To mmuHyno. Konm
Ty' BCe 3auBiTe, KON NTALLKM 3aCniBaloTb 3 KOXKHOMO KyLa, Tu Wo,
Byoew oTo XxoaAnTwW i 3ragyBaTun, 9k Tebe apa>kHunm B IHAII?!

BucnyxaBwu ue, Mepi nepectana cynutucs i Haxununacs, wob

BUCIATN HACiHHA.

— [likeHe, T TakKun MUIMN, — MOBUA BOHa. — MyLuy CcKasaTw,
O TV CTaB N'ATOO JIIOAVHOM, A0 AKOI 9 Mato cMMnaTiio. AKou
KOJINCb MEHi CKa3anu, Wo y MeHe byae ax n'aTepo apy3is, To 9 6 |

He nosipuna.

[iKeH ciB HaBno4inku, K ue pobuna MapTa, KoM YncTuna

peLuiTKy.

— M'aTepo? — nepenuTas BiH. — | XTO X peLwTa 4eTBepo?

— TBos maTu, MapTa, ToAi MannHiBka | beH Besepctad, — Mepi
Mo Yep3i 3arnHana nasnbLi.



Mo4yBwwin Le, [likeH 3acMifBCA, asie TYT-Taku 3aKpuB poT
pykoto, 60 mycmB 36epiratu Tuwy.

— MeBHoO, A TO6i BNAaBCA AMBHUM, ane OCb WO A Tobi CKaxy:
OVBHIWOT OiBYNHKU Big Tebe g we B XXUTTi He 6a4ymB, — CKa3aB BiH

BpeLUTI.

Topni Mepi Bupilwnna nocTaBuTy NOMy OfiHE MUTAHHA — XO4a
3poAy HIKOro Npo Take He nuTasa. Mano Toro, AiB4YnHKa
cnpobyBasa CKasaTu Le No-NopKLLINPCbKOMY:

— Cnyxan [likeHe, a a Tob6i ca nogobato? Ty xo4ew 3i MHOKO

OPYXKNUTN?

— Hy 3BM4anHo! 4k Tu Morna ca CyMHiBaTU? — LLMPO BUTYKHYB
xnoneub. — Ak6m T Byna noraHa, To MmanuHieka Tebe 6 i 61M3bKO

He nignycTuna, To 9 Tobi Kaxy!

— Wo X, Tenep y MeHe € apy3i. AK rapHo! — BTiWwWeHO
BUMOBWIa Mepi.

| BOHU LWe Beceniwe B3amca 0o pobotu. itn Tak 3axonununcs,
o 3abynum npo Yac. Mepi axx 3apurHynacs Big HecnoiBaHKM, KON
BEJIMKWIN FOAVNHHUK Y MAETKY BUOBUB nonyaeHs. 1 6yno wkoaa

knoatu poboTy.

— Mywy ntn. MapTta 4yekaTume, — i3 )ajieMm NpokKa3asia BoHa.
— Twn TakoX nigew obigaTtn, npasaa?

[ikeH yCMiXHYBCS Bif Byxa A0 ByXa.

— Min 06ig xoonTb 3i MHOIO, — CKa3aB BiH. — MaMa 3aBXXau

LLLOCb BMXHE MEHi B KULLEH!IO.



[ikeH nigHaB 3i 3eMJ1i CBOE NaNIbTEYKO | BUTAMHYB 3 KULLEHI
NaKyHO4YO0K, 3aB'A3aHUN YUCTEHbKOK HOCOBOI XYCTUHKOLO, | OiCTaB
3BiATaM ABa TOBCTMX WUMAaTKWM xniba, po3AaifieHNX TOHEHBKNM

LLIMaTO4YKOM Calla.

— MNepeBa>xkHo bepy 0AMH xnib, — CKa3aB BiH, — aJie HUHi MaMa
e nana kaBasab4nk bekoHa. CmakoTal

Mepi nogymana, wo sk Ha obig ue gewo He3BUYHO, ane
Xfoneub 3 TaKUM CMaKOM BiAKYCUB LUMAT, WO BOHA LbOro He

CKa3alJia.

— Hy nobpe, 6ikn, — cka3aB xsioneub, BCIBLLUMCH Nig AEPEBOM.
— 4 we Tpoxa nonpauoro caMm, a Togi nigy 4oaomMy. A LLKIpKY 3
BekoHa nuwy ManuHiBLi: NTaxm CTpax Ak Take nobnaTb, — AoAaB

BiH.

Mepi HiIK He Morsa noro NOKNHyTU. liBYNHKA BXXe MOBiJSIbHO

pyLiuia 40 XBiPTKKW, NpOTe 3 NMOJIOBMHN OOPOrK NOBEPHYNa Ha3aa.

— TW... T XX HIKOMY He pOo3Ka)keLl npo caf, npasga? —

CXBUJIbOBaAHO CrNinTaJla BOHa XJionus.

HikeH aXk 3aKawngasca Big HecnodiBaHkM, 60 came BiAKYyCuMB
nobpsaymn KyceHb xniba i MaB NOBHMI POT. ToAi NPOKOBTHYB i LLMPO

NOCMIXHYBCS.

— Eren, nogymain cama: KoM skacb NTalKa NignycKkae MeHe
[0 CBOro rHizga, 1o xiba 8 Moy 1i 3pagutn? | Npo cag Takox

Mo>keLl 6yTn neBHa, Yyew? Lle X 5K NOTaeEMHe rHi3go!

Y Mepi Bignarno sig cepus.

Po3pnin 12



"YU MOXKHa MeHi KJ1lanTuk 3emni?"

Mepi Tak birna, Wwo reTb 3agnxanacs. Bosnoccsa npunmnno go
cniTHinoro noba, a Woku nanann. MapTa yxe 4yekana 3 obigom.

— Jlecb T cs 3arasna, — AobpoayLIHO NMPOoMoBUIa BOHa. — |

ne 1o Tebe HoCcmno?

— 4... 9 6baunna OJikeHa! — sunanuna Mepi.

— Ara, Tenep po3ymito, — BTiwnnaca Mapta. — 4 3Hana, Wo BiH
csa Bnbupas. Hy i gk, cnogobascs 106i Haw [likeH?

— Ta BiH... Ta BiH Hanninwwun! — BrnesHeHoO 3aaBuaa Mepi.

MapTy ue NpUeEMHO Bpa3no.

— Tak-Tak, BiH xJloneub HaginHNN, NeBHUN, TY' TAKOro e
nowykaTu Tpe', — 3a40B0OJIEHO MOBWJ1a BOHA, — aJie, 3Ha€ELW, MU I
caMi Hepa3 Tpoxa cobi 3 HbOro »XapTyeM, 0cob6sMBO 3 NOro Hoca:

OTO BXe KuprnaTum saascs!

— Mopymaew, Hic Tpiwku 3agepTun. Hivoro ctpawHoro! —
3anepeynna Mepi.

— A K 3 4OrocCb Ca AUBYE, TO O4i €A pobnaTb Taki Kpyrii, K B
KOTa 4M 3anud, — Bena gani Maprta.

— Henpasgaa, y [likeHa rapHi odi, Taki, ik Heb0 Hap nycTuLem,
OT, — 3aB34TO0 BiAnosisnia Mepi.

MapTa po3nannacs y 3a40B0OJIEHIN NOCMILLILL.



— Tak, Tak, MaMa BCce Kaxe: "Tn, CMHy, Tak 3a NTawKaMun ca
3a4MBNSAEL, WO TpoLwwKu Heba Bnano To6i B o4i. OHO fAKi cuHi!" Hy a
KoM cMmie'ca, To xiba rybm B HbOro cA He po3TArylTb Bif ByXa 40
Byxa? — rnsHysia BOHa Ha Mepi.

— Wo Tn Take Kaxew? — Maso He obpa3unacsa Ta. 30a€TbCH,
MapTuHi 3ayBarv NoBepHy N OiBYNHLI KOJULLHIO BMNEepPTICTb. TiNbKN
Ternep BOHa 3axuvwana gpyra. — Koam [likeH CMieTbCA, TO X04 sika 6
Tn byna cepanTa 4M HEBAOBOJIEHA — i CaMa 3 HUM 3aperoyeuwl. To S
Tobi Kaxxy, — noBTopwuia BoHa [likeHOBY (hpa3y.

MapTa Becesio rMyKHyna.

— Hy nobpe, nobpe, 6bayvy, T BXXe cnpaBai 3 HUM CA
noapy>xuna, — NPMMNPANBO CKa3aJsia BoHa. — To wo, aobpe

HaCiHHA BiH NPUHIC? A nonaTky?

— A T 3BiKW 3HAEL, WO BiH BCe NPUHIC? — 3amBYyBasiaca Mepi.

— 'm, Benuka myapicte! Pa3 BiH y MisenTBenTi, TO NeBHO LLO
NpWHIc, 60 MK XX NOMY NMUCanun. [likeH — xnonaka HaginHun, — 3
ropaouwamm 3asBuia MapTa. [Loci-60 BOHa TisibKK XXapToMa
BMBigyBasna y Mepi, AKe Bpa>KeHHs CrpaBuMB Ha Hel xJioneub, a
HacrnpaBai Ay>Xe nuuanacs cBoiM bpaTomMm.

Mepi nobotoBanacs, wo MapTa po3nutyBaTuMme ii gani. Tak
BOHO i BunLwo. Cneply AiB4MHaA UiKaBMnacs ne HaCiHHAM — AKi
COPTWN, AAKi KOJIbOPW, CKiJIbKW NAaKeTUKIB i Tak fani — Ta
3HapanasaMu. Yu Mepi Bxxe npobysasia HUMKU NpauoBaTn? Yum He
Ba>XKuM onsa Hei 3actyn? Yum BMmie o6xoomntuca 3 sunamun? Toai we
Hany4yBana, wob byna obepexxHa, 60 X Bnna rocTpi. Hy a noTim,
3BICHO, 3ax0Tifla 3HaTW, Ae Mepi 36npaeTbCca Le BCe cCagnTu,



— Tun BXXe Korocb nnutana? BoHu suginunm tobi micue Ha TBIin

KBITHUK? — CcnnTana.

— Ta Hi, Wwe HIKoro He 3anuTyBajla, — Barak4ucCb, BignoBina
Mepi.

— 'M, NneBHO, BApTO NUTaATU KOroCb 3 NMPOCTUX CaLiBHUKIB, a He
royloBHOro. [ly>ke B>Xe BiH MoBa>kHWUW, Len micTep PoBY, roai cs

nigcTynuTW, — WMPO paguna MapTa.

— 91 noro Hikonm n He 6a4vnna, He Te wob NMTaTn WocChb, —
Ccka3ana Mepi. — Ha ropogax mo>xHa nobauynTtun xiba noro
nomivyHuKiB i beHa Be3sepcTada.

— OT7o beHa i cnutan, — piwyye moBuna MapTta. — He 6incs,
BiH TiIbKO Ha BUrNa 4 TakuUi NOXMYypUI, a Tak 4os10BiK Jobpuin. BiH
BCEe WO x04e Mo)Xe pobuTtn B cafiax, xo4 i He ronosHuW. Mictep
KpenBeH nomy Bce no3Bonse, 60 noro niobuna micic KpenseH — BiH
e Toai B HUX 6yB. XTO-XTO, @ BiH HaneBHO 3Hanae onsa tebe

AKUACb KNanTuk. Ty' 3emni gocTa.

— Cnyxan, To AKLWO AKUNCb KNANTUK, AKUACb 3aKYTOK pOKaMu
HiXTO He 06pobnsie — BiH MOXXe ByTK MOIM, NpaBaa? — CXBUJIbOBAHO
cnuTtana Mepi.

— A 40' X HE? — pobpopayLwiHo BignoBina MapTta. — XT0 6 TObI
LwKonyBsaB?

Mepi wemnako goina ob6if i B>Xxe 6yno Bctana 3-3a CTOAY,
36mpatodnchb 3abirTm Ao CyCiaHbOI KiMHaTK 3@ KanesitoLKOM i

nanbTe4ykoM, npote MapTa ii 3ynuHuna.

— ['en, mat wochb T00i CKalzaTn, — MOBWJIa BOHa. — TiJIbKO

Yyekasia, NOKU CKiH4MwW IcTn. Cnyxan: HUHI paHO CHA BEpPHYBCH



rocnogap, mictep KpenseH. [lymato, BiH HapeLwTi cxo4ye Tebe
300a4nTW.

Mepi 36nigna Ha Buay.

— Oun! — BUryKHysia BOHa, NMPUKpo BpakeHa. — Yoro nomy Bipg,
MeHe Tpeba? Konum 4 npuixana, BiH 30BCiM He XOTiB MeHe bauunTn.

MicTep MiTyep Tak Ka3as., A 4yna.

— Yekan, He rapsadkyn. Micic Megnok BBaXkae€, LWLO TO Halla
Mama nomy nopaguna. Cam 6u BiH We fosro 36mpascsa, — NOSACHUNA
MapTa. — BoHa rwna no TeenTty i 306a4mna noro. Mictep KpenseH
Konucb 6yBaB y HaC BAOMa, TO MaMa i BigBa>kuaacs 3 HUM
3arosoputu. LLLo BoHa nomy Ka3ana — TOro He 3Hato. Asne He
iHaKLWwe sk nicna Toi 6ecign BiH BMpiwmnB Tebe 3aknmMkaTu. A 3aBTpa

3HOB Mnoige.

— Ara, BiH 3aBTpa ige? — 3 Hagieto cnuTasna Mepi.

— Tak, i To HagoBro. MeBHO, NosBK'CcA Ty' a)K BoceHn abo B3nMi.
Bubupae'ca necb B faneki kpai, Ak BCe, — po3nosina in MapTa.

— 4k pnobpe, 9k pobpe! — pagicHO BUrykHyna AiB4mHKa. BoHa

HaBiTb HEe HaMaraJsiacs BAaaBaTw, O Ta 3yCTpi4 3 AS4bKOM i TilUNTb.

AKLLO BiH MOBEpPHETbCS Y MAETOK LWOWHO B3UMKY 4/ HaBiTb
BOCEHW, TO OOHAK Lisly BECHY i Lijsie NiTo BOHa MaTuMe 3Mory
AoroMaraTun cafoBi — 3acaanTy NOro HOBUMUN KBiTaMu, OO ISHYTH
TpoAHAW i Nno6aynTn, K BOHM 3aUBiTyTb. [apa3a, AKLO MiCTep
KpenBeH KONChb Le BUABUTDL | oMY 3abarHeTbcsa BigibpaTtn y Hei
KJtloYa, TO y Hel BCce 04HO byae oocuTb Yacy, abu HaTIWLMTUCA CBOIM
MWAUM CafoM. A TaM, MOXe, LLe LLOCh 3'ABUTbCA.



— He 3Haew, konum BiH MeHe noknuye? — cnpobysana 3'acysaTu

NiBYMHKaA.

JlepBe BoHa cKiH4YMna ppa3sy, K ABepi BIQYNHUAUCS | Ha MOPO3i
nocTtana Mmicic Megnok. Ha Hin 6yno ii Hankpalwe YopHe NnaTT4 i
KaneJwLwwokK, a KOMIip npukpalwlasa Beavka bpollka i3 nopTpeTom
yonosika. Lle 6yno 306pa>keHHs ii 4osoBika, MicTepa Measoka. BiH
[aBHO rnomep. Mo noro cmepTi Micic Megnok 3amosuna cobi Lo
B6polKy i Bosirana ii imwe 3a ocobnmeux Haroa. Micic Meanok 6yna

nigHecCeHa i CXBUJ1bOBAHA.

— Tu reTb po3KypaJslaHa, — LWUBUAKO NPOMOBWUJIA BOHA,
MPUCKINANBO OrNIAHYBLUW AiBYMHKY. — Mam 3a4ewmnca. MapTo, niau
MOMOXXM 1. Hexanm BaosarHe Hanninwe naaTtTa. 4 mato 3aBecTu i Ao

MicTepa KpenBeHa.

YBecb pyM'aHeub 3inwos 3 nmua Mepi. Cepue 4acTo 3abunoca y
rpyasx. BoHa 3HOBY no4dyBanacsa He3rpabHoto, He3yrapHo i
HeBO0BOJIEHOIO BCiM Ha CBITi. [IpoTe Micic Megnok He no4vyna BiH Hel
aHi cnosa. CTucHyBLWMX rybun, Mepi niwna Ao CBOEI CnasibHi, ae
MapTa gonomorna in nepeBasarTUCA y CBATKOBE MAaTTH i YenypHo
3a4ecana Bosiocc4. NoTiMm MapTa nepefana AiBYNHKY Micic Measok.
Ta B3gna 1i 3a pyKy i NoBena AoBXenesHUMu kopugopamu. Mepi
poO3yMina: AKLWO0 BXe MicTep KpenBeH 3axoTiB ii noba4yntn,
noBefeTbCs 3MUPUTUCA. X04a, 3BICHO, BOHa 6 Bonina 3apas
npaytoBaTn y cagy pa3oM 3 [likeHoM. MalLunHaIbHO KPOKYH4YM Nobiy
Micic Mennok, giB4mHKa gymana: "lapa3n, Cyosydum 3 yCcboro, Wwo 4
A0Ci MPO HbOrO 4Yyna, MiN AAAbKO — HE HAATO CUMMATUYHUN
yonos'ara. Tum ninwe. 9 nomy, nesHo, He cnogobatocs. OTo
NOAMBUTLCA HA MeHe — i 3HOB 3abyae, WO A iCHy. Hexan Tinbkn
wBunawe ige cobi".

BoHu 3anwnm y Ty 4YacTuHy ByamHKy, e BoHa we He byBana.
LLle Tpoxn nponLwnm rno Kopnaopy, Tomi micic Mennok noctykana y
nsepi. 3gigTam no4vynocs:



— 3axoabTe.

BoHM 3anwinn.

— Ocb Mic Mepi, cep, — npoMoBua Micic Megnok,
3BepTatynCh 0 YOJI0BiKA, WO CUAIB nepes KaMiHOM.

— MoxeTe 3anuwunTm Hac caMmux. 9 3a43BOHI0, Kon Tpeba
byne 3aBecTu ii Ha3and, — Cyxo NMpoka3aB MicTep KpenseH.

EKoHOMKa BunwWwia i 3a4nHUNa 3a coboto aeepi. Mepi ctoana, He
3HaK4n, ge No4iTN PYKK, i 3 LiKaBICTIO po3rndnasa CBOro AsabkKa.
BoHa Bigpa3y 3aBBaXkuna, wo ropba y Hboro He 6yno — NpocTo
nseyi mag 3irHyTi. [NTOMi>XX YOpHOIro BOJIOCCA Npo3mpasia CUBMHA.
OA0bKO NOBEpPHYBCA.

— Migingn ctoon! — MoBUB BIH.

Mepi niginwna.

Tenep BoHa 6a4una noro obnanyya. BoHo byno HaBiTb Bpoanvee,
TiNIbKW CTPALLEHHO CyMHe. 34aBaJlocs, YOM0BiK CaM No4YyBaBCA
HerneBHO Y Il NPUCYTHOCTI | He 3HaB, SIK NMo4YaTn PO3MOBY.

— Twn pobpe TyT novyBa€ewcA? Bce rapa3n? — cnuTaB BiH
HapeLwTi.

— Tak, — Bignosina Mepi.

— Mpo Tebe TyT nbatoTL?

— Tak.



MicTep KperBeH 3HOBY 3aMOBK i MOTep 4010, Hibn He 3Hato4n,
o pobutn gani.

— Twn pyxe XxyoeHbkKa, — MOBWB BiH, PO34MNBJISIOYACSH .

— 4 Be nornagwana, — signosinia Mepi. BoHa TakoxX He

3Hana, 9K NoBOAUTUCS 3 UMM ANBHUM HYOJIOBIKOM.

Ta nosoJi cepue OiBYNHKKM TaHyno. BoHa guemiacsa Ha CBOro
Asnbka i 6aymna, Wo BiH CTpalWeHHO HewacamBni. YopHi odi
amBunmcsa mosbu noB3 Hel, MOBOU 3a Heto BayYmB AKUNCH IHLWIWNA

obpa3s, Wo He faBaB NOMY 30CepeanTUCs.

— OwnTunHO, TK BXXe BMbay MeHe, A reTb Npo Tebe 3abyB, —
FlyX0 BUMOBWMB BiH. — 36MpaBCs 3HAWTU NYBEPHAHTKY YU HAHbKY,

ane 3a6bys.

— byab nacka, 6yab nacka... — 6narasbHo BumoBuia Mepi,
OOHaK 00 ropnaa in nigcTynus KAybOK i BOHa HE 3MOr/ia 3aKiHYNTW.

— Wo Tn xo4ew? Kaxxn, — cTypbyBaBCs BiH.

— 4 B)Xe BenunKa, MeHi He Tpeba HAHi, — cka3ana Mepi, TpiwKmn
cebe onaHyBaBLWW, — i Byab Nnacka... byab nacka... He Npu3HadanTe

MeHi r'yBepHaHTKW.

BiH 3HOBY po3rybaeHo noTep 40J10 i MUIbHO MIAHYB Ha Hel.

— I'm, i micic CoBepbi MeHi Tak rosopuna, — npomoBmB cobi nig,

Hic.

Mo4ysBwwu ue, Mepi Bigdyna y cobi binbLue neBHOCTHN.



— Bw... B npo MapTnHy Mmamy? — BMUMOBWJIa BOHA.

— Tak, 9 6ba4ymecsa 3 HEeKW HeJaBHO, — BiAMOBIB BiH.

— XTO-XTO, @ BOHa BCe MNpo AiTen 3Ha€, — 30BCiM oCcMinina Mepi.
— Mae€ ix ABaHaaUATepo, ToO MycuUTb 3HaTW. [i BapTo nocayxaTtu!

PilwyyicTb AiBYMHKK cnpaBusia Bpa>keHHs Ha MicTepa KpenseHa.

BiH leab NOMITHO YCMiXHYBCS i CNUTaB:

— To wo ™ xo4ew? Lo T06i noTpibHO?

— Xo4y 6aBuTUCA HaaBopi, — Bianosisna Mepi, 3 yciel cnnm
HaMarat4mcb ornaHyBaTU XBUIOBAHHA. — B IHAIT 9 HIKOIM He XOoTina
6aBUTUCS YU rynaTn, TOMY M aneTuTy He Mana, Hi cun He Byno. A

TYT 9 cTana 6inblie icTun i BXKe TpilWKKM nornagwana.

Lls aiBYmHKa BCe b6inblie noro uikasuna. A uen ii po3cyanmBun
TOH... [eTb 1K y LOPOC/IOI.

— OT 6ayunw, Te caMme Ka3sana MeHi Mmicic CoBepbi. BoHa
BBaXkae€, o Tobi Tpeba sKoMora gosLle rynsaTn HagBopi, wob
HabpaTuca cunu. Le onga tebe Hamninwe, ka3ana BOHa, — MOBMB
BiH Npnsa3HO. — Hy a noTiM MmoxxHa 6yae nogymaTu i Npo
ryBepHaHTKY, 60 BUMTUCA TakKoX Tpeba, — 0oAaB HAOCTAHOK.

— Tak, nicnsa 3abaB HaaBopi s NodyBatoca HabaraTo ninwe, —
nepekoHyBana noro Mepi. — 4 BXXe OH sika CuUJbHa CTasa.

— A ge Tn rynaew? Yum baBnwica? — po3nuTyBas fasi Mictep
KpenseH.



— Ta cKpi3b, MO BCiX cafax i ropogax, — obepe)xHo BMMoBUIa
Mepi. — 3HaeTe, MapTuHa Mama nepepgasia MeHi ckakanky. To A
cobi 3 Hel CKayvy CKpi3b... AUBIOCS, 9K MAPOCTKN NOABAATLCA 3i
3eMsii. Bu He gymante, 9 He pob1to XKOOHOT LUKOAW Yy CafaX, Ti/IbKW
OVBNIOCS.

— Ta Wo TK Take Ka)kelw? — BMMOBMB BiH CTypboBaHO. — AKy
iwe wkony Tm morna 6 Tyt 3anodiatu? Moxxew pobutn wo Tobi
xo4yeTbCs. | nepecTtaHb MeHe 6osaTucs.

Mepi 3akpuia pyKoto poT, wob cTpumaTn paaicHU BUryk. BoHa
cTtynuna 6amx4ye 0o gaAabka i 3a3upHyna NoOMy B Oui.

— CnipaBai, Moy biraTtu oe 3aBrogHo? Bun no3Bonsere? —

CXBMNJ1IbOBaHO BMMOBWJ1a BOHa.

Ii ronoc a>k TpeMmTiB Bl paficCHOro NigHecCeHHs. BoHa He Morna
LbOro rnpuxosaTwn. NpoTe MicTep KpenseH BUPILLMB, WO AiBYNHKA
nani noro 6oiTbCA.

— OuTunHO, Kaxxy Tobi, Moxxew 6iratu i 6aBuTtnca e Tobi
3aMaHeTbCA! — WNMPOo BUryKHYB BiH. — TyT yce [0 TBOIX MOCAyr.
MabyTb, MOE TOBapuUCTBO rofi Ha3BaTu BeCesnM, asne MoXy Tebe
3aneBHUTU: Hanbinbe Mmoe Ba>kaHHA — W06 Tu NoYyBanacsa TyT
nobpe. LWkopaa, wo He MOXy NpUCBATUTY TOBI AOCUTbL Yacy i yBaru
— A CaM HaATO Hewac/IMBUKA | CyMHUN, abn KOrocb po3BecesinTu.
3peLwTor, MeHi Tak Masio BiAOMO Npo aiten... Ane micic Mennok
oTpuMana MOE PO3MNOPAOXKEHHS i MA€ NUbHYBaTK, WO y Tebe
6yno Bce, 4yoro noTpebyewl. 3Ha€ELW, HELLOAABHO S PO3MOBJISB 3
micic CoBepbi. BoHa BBa>ka€, o 3apa3 To6i Hanbinbwwe noTpibHo
CBi>Ke MoBiTpSA i pyx, WwWo6b HabpaTncsa cmn. Lle BoHa nepekoHana
MeHe 3ycTpiTnca 3 Toboto — i bavy, WO LiNIKOM Masa CAyLHICTb.



— Tak-TakK, BOHa Ma€ CNYLWHICTb, — 3HOBY reTb MNO-40POC/IOMY
norteepauna Mepi.

— BoHa Myapa XiHKa, To NnpaBaa, — KMBHYB rOJI0OBOIO MIiCTeEp
KpenBeH. — OToXX 6aBcA cobi HagBoOpiI CKisIbKK Aywa 3abaxae.
Ma€eTok Benukum, Mmicusa barato — € ge rynatu. Moxe, Lie 40rocb
xo4ew? — cnutas BiH. — Moyxe, Tobi NoTpibHi 3abaBKK, KHVXKN,

NAnbKN?

— A MOX>XHa... @ MO>XHAa MeHi B3ATU AKUNCb KNAanNTUK 3eMni? — 3

TPEMOM Yy rosioci cnntana Mepi.

MicTep KpevBeH 301BYyBaBCH.

— Knantuk 3emni? — nepenuTtas BiH. — LLlo T bygew 3 HUM

pobuTn?

— XO04y... XO4Yy BUCIATN HACiHHA... abn wockb pocno, —
npoka3sana Mepi.

AAKYCb XBWJIbKY BiH 3aBOPOXXEHO AMBUBCSA Hel, a To4i NpoBiB

PYKOI Mo 04ax, MoBOU nparHy4ym ctepTu nobayveHmn obpas.

— Tw... TM Tak nobuwl gorngagaTtn can? — MoBiJIbHO CNUTAB BiH.

— B IHAiT 9 HiYoro He pobuna Ha 3emni, 60 HiYOro i He BMiNna, —
nosicHioBasa Mepi. — OTo xiba Hacunana ManeHbKi KNymbu 3 nicky i

BCTPOMJIIOBasia TYAU KBIiTWU. Ane TyT BCe iHaKLwue.

MicTep KpevBeH nNigBiBCA i MOBIJIbHO MPOXOA>XKYBaBCS MO

KiMHaTI.



— KnanTuk 3emni, — npomoBuB BiH o cebe. Mepi ba4ynna, wo
LLe MOMY MpOo WOCb Haragasno. BpewTi BiH 3ynMHUBCS | 3aroBOpuB 40

Hel. Y NOoro TeMHUX 04aX CBITUI0OCS PO3YYJIEHHS.

— OnTnHO, MoXkeLw B3ATU cobi CTiSIbKWN 3eMJli, CKiJIbKN CXo4elLl,
— NarigHo MOBUB BiH. — TW... T Haragasia MeHi NPo O4HY JIOANHY.
BoHa TakoX ay»xe nobuna 3eMsio i BCe, WO Ha Hin pocTe. AKLW0
3Hangew cobi AKNNCh BiIbHUIN KNanTuk, — cnpobyBaB yCMiXHYTUCS,

— To 6epun i BMpOLLYIM BCE LLO XOYeLl.

— CebT0o MO)XHa 3aMHATU JiNAHKY byab-Ae... KLWOo BOHa HIKOMY

He noTpibHa? — pmonuTyBanacs LiBYMHKA.

— 3BICHO, AKLWLO TaM Hi40ro He pocTe, — CTBEPOHO XUTHYB BiH.
— lMNapa3g, To6i nopa, 9 CTOMUBCSA. — BiH TeNeHbKHYB O3BIHOYKOM,
Kn4y4m micic Mepgnok. — bysau 340poBa. 3aBTpa s Noiay i MeHe He
byne uine nito.

Tiel XX MuTi 3'aBunacsa Mmicic Megok — mabyTb, BOHa yBeCb TON
Yyac Yyekasa y Kopugopi.

— Micic Mepgnok, — 3BepHyBCA 00 Hei MicTep KpenseH, —
Ternep 9 3po3yMiB, WO Masa Ha yBa3i Micic Coepbi. [liB4nHLUi Tpeba
HabpaTncsa cun. 3aHATTA 3 ryBEepPHaHTKO NoYeKatoTb. Hexan Tin
AVTWHI JaloTb NPOCTY 340POBY XY i Hexan cobi rynse Haasopi
CKinbku 3aBrogHo. bayy, Mepi He noTpebye HaaMipHOT OMiKW.
Hambinble in notpibHa cBoboaa i CBi>xkKe NOBITPA. AKLLO 3axo4ye, TO
4ac [0 Yacy MoXKe rocToBaTn y xaTuHi micic CoBepbi. Lle Bce.

Micic Mepnok siBHO BTilWMNACs, NOYYyBLUIN, LLO HE MYCUTb
“3aHanTo onikyBaTu" Mepi. BoHa 1 Tak npucBsdyBasa AiBYMHLI He
ocobnmeo 6araTo yBaru, a Tenep Mana e N noTBEPLAXKEHHS
rocrnofaps, wo aiana npasusabHo. OKpiM Toro, Mmicic Megnok gyxxe
WwaHyBasia MapTUHy Mamy.



— [akyto BaMm, cep, — cKa3afla BOHa. — 3Ha€ETe, cep, MM 3i
Cio3aH CoBepbi paszom xognnum 0o wkoan. BoHa cnpasai myapa i
nobpoceppaa xiHKa. | oiTn B Hel BUXOBaHi i 340poBi. Mic Mepi
HaneBHO 6yae uikaBo 3 HUMM 3a3HaOMUTUCA. Konm ngeTbCs npo
BUXOBaHHSA AiTewn, To ninwoi nopaaHuui Big Cio3zaH Coepbi Bu i He
3HanpeTe, cep. Ta XiHKa Ma€ rosoBy Ha nsievyax.

— Posywmito, — BignosiB MmicTep KpenseH. — A 3apas BigBeiTb
Mic Mepi i npywniTe 4O MeHe MicTepa lliTyepa.

Micic Mepnok 3aBena Mepi Ha3an. Y KiMHaTI OiBYNHKY YeKana
MapTa — i, AcHa pi4, 6yno CTpalleHHOo LikaBo A0BigaTUCA, AK
MUHYNa 3yCTpiy.

— Tenep y MeHe € cBin can! — wWe 3 nopora BUrykHyna Mepi. —
Mo>xy cobi BnawiTyBaTu KBiTHMK e 3aMaHeTbCs! | 3 ryBepHaHTKOO
BOHW He nocniwatumyTk! | Mama TBOSA Byie MmeHe HaBigyBaTw, a A
MOXXY HaBigyBaTu Bac. A We OsS[4bKO CKa3as, Lo MeHi HeMa 4oro
6oaTncA... i Wo MoxXy biratn i 6GaBuTUCS Ae 3aBrogHo... ae
3aBrogHo!

— Ta Hy! — 3axonneHo sumoBuna MapTta. — To gyxe cdanHo.

BiH 4yonoBik nobpun, BUABIAE'cA.

— Min gagbko gy>xe pobpuin, MapTo. TifbKK CTpaLLEHHO
CYMHUIN, — 3 MEeBHICTIO 3asaBuia Mepi.

HiB4nHKa Ynmpay>x nobirna y caa. Xo4a BOHa 3Hana, wo ikeH
36bupascs iTM [oaoMmy, Ta ogHaK y rnmbuHi oyuwi we crnogisanacs
MOro TaMm 3acTaTu. 3BiCHO, xJ10MLUA B cagy Bxe He 6yno. 3Hapanas
nexanu cknageHi nig gepesoMm. lis4mHka nigbirna Tyau, we pas
O3UpPHYyJslacs O0BKOJIa — Hikoro. Xiba o MannHiBKa cnocTepirana
3a Helo 3 TPOAHAOBOIMO KylLua.



— Wkopa, — i3 cymom BumMoBuia Mepi. — Yum BiH iwe TyT

3'ABUTLCA?

PanToMm yBary LiBYMHKMW rMpuBepHyna skacb 6ina nnsamka Ha
TPOAHAOBOMY KyLi. Ha Koo4Li TpUMaBCa K1anTukK nanepy —
BiAipBaHWI Big NMCTa, WO NOro BOHa nucasa [ikeHosi. Tam 6yB
AKNNCb MantoHoK. Cnepwy Mepi He Mmorna 36arHyTn, Wwo Tam
306pa>keHo, Ta NoTiM nobaymna: ue NTawka, Wo CManNTb y rHi3ai.
BHM3Y HepiBHUMU ApYyKOBaHUMU NiTepaMn Hanuc: "A ca nosepHy".

Po3pgin 13

" — Konin"

Mepi npautoBana y cagy cama reTb 40 Be4opa. MantoHOK
3abpana 3i coboro i 3a Beyepeto Nnokasana noro MaprTi.

— Oro, A c4a He cnoaiBana, wo [likeH Tak gobpe mantoe. To
Api3n y cBoeMy rHisai. Tm amen, a podbpe smnwino! Opisg Ak
CMpaBXHin, — 3 ropaoLwiamm 3asasuia MapTa, po34NBUBLLNCH

MaJIlOHOK.

Tenep Mepi 3Hana, wo [ikeH XOTiB I CKa3aTu: I HEMa 4Oro
6oAaTucA, 60 AK BiH HIKOIM HE BMKaXke FHi3fo0 Apo34a, Tak CaMo
Hi3all0 He 3paAuTb TAEMHULIO IXHLOro cany. OX, MUAUIA, MUITNIA
Hiken!

JiBYMHKa 3acMHana 3 AyMKOIO, L0 3paHKy 3HOBY MOro

nobayunTsb.

MpoTe y BECHAHY MOpy MOPKLUMPCbKa Nnoroga — oAgHa
HecrnoAiBaHKa. BHo4i nosme gouwl. Mepi NpokKuHynacs Big Toro, Wwo

no wmnbui i3 CUI00 MOJIOTUAN BaXKKi Kpansi, a CKpi3b HaaCagHO BUB



BiTep. [liB4MHKa cina Ha nixkky. Cepue i1 CTUCNO0CA Bif »Kaso i rHiBy.
Hy YoMy 3HOBY goui?

— OTO BNepTUiA AOWNCbKO, — NpobypKkoTina BOHa, ANBASYUCH Y
BikHO. — HaBMuncHe nagae, abu s He Morna npautoBaTn y caay.

Mepi 3HOBY nisirna, NpoTe 3aCHYTU BXXe He Mora. Akbu yci i
AYMKWU He Bynn 3arHATI cafgoM... | [ikeHOM, TO, MOXX/IMBO, AOLL
3akonucaB 6u i i BoHa cnana 6 o paHky.

A TaK LiBYMHKa N1LLe KpyTuiacs B JIDKKY i npucayxanacsa oo
BITPOBIO, AKNIA YaCOM reTb HaragyBaB JIOACLKI rosiocu. "Hibu xTo 3
nycTua Knmde. 3arybuscsa nocepepg Houi i Kmye Ha nomiy", —
nogymana Mepi.

Tak MUHYNO 61M3bKO roanHW. BiTep Have TpiwKn cTux. Ane
panToM 3 KOpUAopy OO0J/IMHYB iHW WK 3BYK. [liBYMHKA PBYYKO Cina i
noBepHyslacsa 0o OBepen.

— WonHo byB He BiTEpP, — roJIOCHO NPOLUEnoTifla BOHA. —
XTOCb 3HOBY MnJiave.

Mepi npucnyxanacs we. He 6yno >XogHOro CyMHiBy: Le rnsau.
Fapa3pn, BOHa MycuUTb 3'acyBaTn, y HOMY TYT pid. 3HOBY MaxJo
AKOIOCb TaEMHULED, @ Mepi BigCTynaTn He 3BMkJ1a. OTOXX BOHa

NPUTBMOM BUCJIN3HYJIa 3-Mi4 KOBAPW i CTasna Ha nignory.

— 3apa3s yci cnnatb — ue pobpe, — MoBuna BoHa Ao cebe. —
Mato Hafito, Micic Megsiok Tako>X. X04a BOHa MeHe MaJio XBWJIIOE.

BpewTi-pelwT, 1 NOBUHHA 3HATWN, WO TYT Ai€TbCA!

Mepi HakuHyna Ha cebe BOBHAHWUI XanaT, B3s/1a CBiYKY i
TUXEHbKO BMALLMIA 3 KIMHaTW. Y TeMpsABI KOpuUAop 34aBaBCs

CTpalUeHHO OOBrvM, NpoTe AiBdnHka byna HaaTo 36yaxkeHa, abu Ha



Le 3Ba>kaTu. BoHa 6yna nesHa, wo nobpe nam'atae wnax 4o Toro
KOPOTEHbLKOIro Kopuaopy, Ae € ABepi, 3aBiwaHi robeneHom. Came
3BiATW 1l 3aBepHya Micic Meanok, Koam BoHa Tam 3abnykana. MNnay
OOJINHAB 3-3a TUX ABepen. [liB4MHKa iWwna snepen, TPUMatodm
nepen coboto CBivKy. CepLe Tak CUbHO KasaTano y rpyasx, wo in
3[aBasiocs, Hibn Moro 4yTn Ha winnn Kkopmnaop. BoHa nwna Ha Tomn
nnay. Ha akycb Mutb Mepi 3ynnHunnacs, npuragyro4du, ge tpeba
noBepHyTW. Yn TyT? Tak, ue Ton kopugop. MNMoTiM gani, gani, Toni
nisobiy, ToAi NiAHATCA ABOMa CXOAMHKaMM O0ropw, a TOo4i Wwe
noBepHyTn NpaBobiy. Tak, i TaM 3a robeneHom bynn Ti NOTaEMHI
nsepi.

Mepi HaTUCHYNa Ha KNAMKY, Ay>Xe 0bepeXxHOo Big4MHWUIA ABepi,
a ToAi Tak caMo obepeXxHO 3a4mHmNa ix 3a coboto. Tenep nnay
6yno 4yTu ayxe nobpe. 3a Kisibka KPOKIiB AiBY4MHKa nobaymna e
o4HiI ABepi. 3-nig HMUX BMbMBanNoca TbMsaHe CBITNO. | 3BigTamM

JOJIMHAB uen nnay. Tam nnakana AUTUHA.

Mepi niginiuna oo Tux gBepen, Big4mMHuIa 1X i NoBOAI yBiALINA.

BoHa onnHMnacsa y Benukin KiMHaTi i3 rapHUMU CTapOBUHHUMMU
mMebnamun. Y KaMiHi ropis BOroHb, Nobing nixkka i3 pisbbneHnmn
HI>)KKaMu, 3aBillaHOro nap4eBoto 3aBiCOO, CBITUBCSA KaraHeub. MNpu
6anMaHHI KaraHusa Mepi nobaynna Ha NiXKKY 3arnjakaHoro

XJ10M4YUKa.

[iB4nHKa npoTepsia o4i: ABa Le 4 COH? MoXXe, BOHa 3HOBY
3acHyna i ue Bce i HacHunoca? Mepi 3HOBY noavBuiacs Ha
Xnon4ynka. Bockose nn4Ko, Ha SKOMY 3acTur obparkeHuin supas,
rycTe BOJIOCCH, MOKpe Bifl C/1i3, 3/INMA0CA Ha 401, BEJINKI Cipo-
61aKNTHI 04i — OCb WO BOHa nobayuna, CToA4M Npu ABEPSAX.



Tpumatoum nepen coboto CBivky, Mepi NoBisIbHO Habnn3snnacs
[0 xnonus. BiH noBepHyB rosioBy i BAAVUBMBCSA Ha Hel LUMPOKO

BIOKPUTUMUN O4YMMa.

— XTO TU? — BpeLwTi NpowenoTiB BiH HanskaHo. — lMpuena?

— Hi, 9 He npuBMA, — TeX TPIWKW 3/19KaHO BignoBisia Mepi. — A

TNn?

BiH He 3BoauMB 3 Hel nornany. Tenep Mepi 3po3ymina, YoMy Oui
XJ10N4YMKA 34a0TbCA TaKUMN BEANKUMU: Yepes rycTi YOpHI Bii, WO iX

obpamnioBann.

— Hi, — BianoBiB BiH NicAs XBUWJINHHOI MaB3un. — A — KoJiiH.

— KoniH? — noBTopwnAa i3 3anuHKo Mepi.

— MeHe 3BaTu KoniH KpeviBeH. A Tu XT0?

— A — Mepi JleHoKC. MicTep KpenBeH — Min 4A0bKO.

— A Min — 6aTbKO, — CKa3aB xJioneub.

— TBin 6aTbk0?! — BnanxHyna Mepi. — HixTo He Ka3aB MeHi,
WO Y HbOro € cuH! Yomy?!

— Migingn croon, — cKasas BiH, YCe LWe He BigpuBatodn Big Hel

CBOIX ONBHUX HECMOKIMHUX 04en.

BoHa Habnmsunaca 0o nixkka. BiH BUTArHYB pyKy i TOPKHYBCS

DIBYNHKWN.



— Twn cnpaBAi XmMBa? — CnnTaB BiH. — Y MeHe 4YacTo ByBatoTb
TakKi CHW... Haye BCe AIeETbCA HacnpaBai. Moxe, T OAVH i3 HUX
TaKuX CHiB?

Mepi B3s1a Kpan xasaTa i BKJasa X1onuesi MixK nasbLi.

— Momauan, AKun BiH TOBCTUN | TENJNN, — CKa3aJsia BOHa. —
AKLWLO x0o4eLl, A NereHbKo ywmnHy tebe — Moxxe, Toai NoBipuLl, WO
S CNpaBXXHA. X04a cneplly MeHi TakoXX 34aBaflocsd, Wo T — COH.

— 3BigKina Tm npunwna? — cnuTas BiH.

— 3i cBOE€EI KiMHaTW. BiTep Tak 3aBuMBaBg, L0 9 He MOrsa cnaTu.
MoTiM noyvyna, AK XTOCb Mniade, i Niwna wykKaTun, XTo ue. YoMy tn
niakas?

— Bbo He Mir 3acHyTun i ronosa 6osina. MNMosTopn, 9k Tebe 3BaTW.

— Mepi JleHoKc. Tobi HIXTO He roBOpMB, LLIO 9 Tenep TyT XNBY?

KoniH yce e TepebunB nanbuamm cknagky ii xanaTta, aje no
noro o4ax 6yno BMAHO, WO xonewub rnosipue: Mepi )xnea, BOHa He
COH i He npuBnAa.

— Hi, — BignogiB BiH. — [1eBHO, He CMinw.

— Yomy? — cnuTana Mepi.

— Bbo Toni a 6 HepByBas, WO TN MoXxeLl rnobavynTu meHe. Liboro
A He nobnto: Wwob He3HanmoMi po3rngagann meHe 4m obrosoptoBanun
MiX coboto.



— Yomy? — 341BOBaHO cnuTana Mepi. Ii Bce Hinblue anByBaB
Len xaoneub.

— b0 A xBopun i nexxy 0To B liXKKY. Min 6aTbKO TaKOX He
nobuTb, KoM Npo MeHe NNiTKyTb. Cnyram 30BCiM 3abopoHeHO
po3noBigaTK Npo MeHe. HaneBHO, 3 YacOM y MeHe BMpocTe ropb i s
nompy. baTbKO TakoX TakK AyMae.

— UWo 3a guBHun gim! — Bpa>keHo BuMoBuna Mepi. — Ckpi3b

AKiCb TAEMHULLI. 3a4MHEHI KiMHaTW, cagu... i Tu! Tebe 3aMmukann?

— Hi. Onsa 4oro? 4 cam HiKyaun He xoaxxy, 60 WBMAKO
CTOMJIIOIOCH.

— A 6aTbko Tebe HaBigye? — Bupiwwnna cnutaTtn Mepi.

— 3piaka. NepeBa>kHO KoK s crto. BiH He xoye MeHe BaunTn.

— Yomy? — He Morna ctpuMmaTuca Mepi.

XNon4ynkK HacynumBecCA.

— bo Mo Mmama nomepna HeBOOB3I NiC/S TOro, AK 4
HapoamBcAa. baTbKo yBeCb Yac Npo ue 3ragye, Koam guBUTbCS Ha
MeHe. BiH oyMae, Wwo 4 He 3Hato, ajie g 4yB, K JIIOAW MPo e

ropopunn. BiH Mamxe HEHaBUOUTb MEHe.

— OT i cap BiH 3HeHaBMAIB Mica4 Il CMepTu, — TUXO NMPOMOBUIA

Mepi, pagwe cama no cebe.

— AKun iwe can? — CcnNUTaB XJ10MNeLb.



— Aknin? Hy, oavH capg. TeoA Mama noro ayxe nobuna, —
3aTUHA4YNCb, BUMOBWIa Mepi. — A Tu WO, HIKOJIN He BUXOAULL 3

KiMHaTMn? — cnpobyBana 6yno nepeBecTn po3MOBY Ha iHLIE.

— 3apa3 ManKe Hikonn. PaHiwe MeHe Kinbka pa3iB bpann Ha
Mope. Ane g He nob1o, KON NII0AN Ha MeHe BUTPILaTbCa. Toai Ha
MeHi 6yB 3aNi3HUN KOpPCEeT, AKNA NiATPMMYBaB CNVHY. Ane NoTiM
npuixae 3HaMeHUTUN nikap 3 JIoHOOHa, OrNsaHyB MeHe i Cka3aB IM
HeramHo ue 3HATW. A LWe cKa3as, Wo MeHe Tpeba BMBOOUTY Ha

CBi>Ke MoBiTpA. Ta A He X04y HiKyau BUXOOUTW.

— | A cnepwy He xOTiNa, AK TiNIbKK ClOAW Npuixasa, — CKasana

Mepi. — YoMy Tn TakK OMBULWICSA Ha MeHe?

— bo y meHe 4yacom 6yBatoTb Ay>Ke AUBHI CHXU. OT po3ntoLy oHi

— | HE MOXXY 3PO3YMIiTN, MPOKUHYBCS YU Hi, — MOSCHMB BiH.

— Eren, mn He cnnmo, Hi Tn, Hi 9, — piwy4de cka3ana Mepi.
HiB4nHKa obBesa Nnornanom KiMHaTy. Bucoka ctens i TeMHi
3aKyTKW, cNnabeHbKnin BOrHUK y KaMiHi — BCe Le, 3BiCHO,
HaragyBsaJsio COH... YM Ka3Ky. — Tak, 3apa3 niBHiY, i BCi CNAATb... BCi,
ajle He Mu, — e pilyvdile cTeBepauia BoHa.

— He xouy, wo6 ue 6yB COH, — 3aHEMNOKOEHO NPOMOBUB

xJioneub.

Mepi 3ammncnnnacs.

— Cnyxan, aKWo TN Tak He nbull, Koan Ha Tebe AMBNATLCS,

TO, MO)Ke, MeHi ninwe niTn? — cnuTaJsia BOHa.

Xnoneub CXonuB 1i 3a Kpawn xanaTa.



— Hi, — 3159KaHO BUMOBMB BiH. — SKWO nigew, s 6yay aymaTn,
O L& BCe MeHi HacHWNoCS. Ta AKLWO TU CNPaBXXHS, TO CAOb OTYT i
MOroBOPU 3i MHOIO.

Mepi nocTaBmna CBiYKY Ha CTONIMKY MO6IY fliXkKa i cinla Ha
HU3bKe Kpicesiko. Hacrnpasai in 30BCiM He XOTinocs ity 3Biacu. bo
4yoro? HabaraTo uikasiwe 6yno cuaitn y Uin TAaEMHUYIN KiMHATI i

PO3MOBIATU 3 UMM OVNBHUM XJ10MMLEM.

— Lo Tebe uikaBUTb? — CnNUTasla BOHA.

KoniH cTtaB po3nuTtysBaTn. CKiJIbKN BOHA BXXEe XXUBE Y
MizenTBenTi? [le po3TawoBaHa ii KimHaTa? LLLo BOHa pobuTb winnmn
AHAMN? Y nogobaeTbCs i nycTuwe? 6o nomy Hi. [le BoOHa »Xuna ao
npuizay B Mopklwimnp? Mepi Bce oMy nosicHioBasna, 6araTto
po3nosigana npo IHAgi, Npo NnogopoXx Ha Kopabni, a BiH 3 LikaBICTIO
CNyxaB, CrepLInCh CNMHOK Ha NoayLKy. Mloro aveysanu HaBiThb
3BMYaKnHi pedi. Mepi po3ymina: Yepes Te wo KoniH xBopun, BiH Maso
ne 6bysaB i Mano wo 6a4me. 3aTe BiH BMiB YnTaTn. OaHa
AornananbHULS HaBYMAa MOro, Koam xaoneub ByB Le MasieHbKUIA.
baTbko 3BigycCinb NpMBO3MB NOMY po3MaiTi 3abaBku, a we — 6baraTo
4YyOOBUX KHMXKOK i3 PO3KILWHUMMK iNtocTpauisamMm, oToxx KoniH baraTto
4Oro 3 HMX O0BifQYyBaBCSA i Mir pO3MOBICTM Take, YOro He 3Hana Mepi.
To>xx IM 6yno uikaBo yaABOX.

Tenep KoniH po3nosigas npo cebe.

— 3Ha€EL, BOHU BCi MeHe cnyxatoTbCA. Lle ixHin 06oB'a30K. MeHi
noTpibeH crokin, 60 KON rHiBaltoCAa — MeHi ripwae. 3peLToto, HiXTo
i TaK He CNofiBa€eTbCA, WO S XUTUMY LOBro, — CKa3aB BiH AKOCb

banpyxe.

3 Toro, o BiH CKka3aB, 6yn0 04eBNAHO: XJ0MNeub NPU3BNYaIBCA
[0 OYMKMU, WO NOro XXUTTS 3racae.



Konn 3HoBY 3arosopusia Mepi, BiH C/lyxaB, 3arnioLWmnBLLN ONi.
Pa3 Mepi HaBiTb 30a10C4, WO BiH 3aCHYB. [1poTe AK Ti/IbKM BOHa

3ynnHMIacs, BiH NOCTaBMB I HOBE NUTaHHSA | AiBYMHKA po3noBigana

aari.

— Ckinbkun T106i poKiB? — CnNnTaB BiH ypeLuTi.

— [NecaTb. Tak camo sk T0o6i, — Bianosina Mepi, 3abyBWwINCb Ha
XBWJIbKY.

— A 3BiJKW TW 3HAELL, CKiJIbKM MeHi poKiB? — 341BYBaBCSH BiH.

— Ue nyxe npocTto: cag 6yno 3aMKHEHO OeCATb POKIB TOMY,
KoM TN Hapogmecs. OTxe, Tobi gecaATb, — NoAcHoBaNa Mepi.

KoniH NigHABCA Ha NIKTAX | NPUKKUNIB 40 HEl NorasagoMm.

— Sk can 3aMKHeHO0? XTo Take 3pobus? HaBiwo? —

3anajibHO BUIYKHYB BiH.

— MicTep KperBeH. 3aMKHYB XBipTKY, 60 3HeHaBuAiB Len cag,
— obepexxHo BumMoBuia Mepi.

— Wo ue 3a can? | ge kKnw4? — HeTepnenmemacsa KoniH.

— Town capg ayxe nobuna TBOA MaMa... A KJ/toY... XKOAHa XXK1Ba
Ayula He 3Hae€, e BiH Noro 3akonas. JecAaTb POKIB HIXTO TyOu He
CTynaB HOrow, — 3aTUHAKYUChL BiAnoBina Mepi.

Ta Bxe 6yno HaaTo ni3Ho. Tenep KoniH He Mir gymaTun npo
LLOCh iHWe — iCTOpPIis 3a4MHEHOro cagy 3axonusaa noro He MeHule,
HIXK 1i CamMy, KO BnepLle npo Hel nodvyna. Xnoneub 3acunas i



nMTaHHAMU. [le Ton can? Ym BOHa Hamaranacs 3HauTu XBipTKY? Yu

po3nnTyBasa cafiBHUKIB?

— Hiyoro BoHU He cKaXyTb, — Bignosina Mepi, rapsa4koBo
HaMarak4mcb 3HaNTU AKNNCb BUXi4. — Nagato, IM CyBOPO Haka3asm

MOB4YaTW.

— A 1x 3mywy, — piwy4ye 3aa8uB KoJiH.

— Tu? — 3n9KaHo sumoBuia Mepi. Tenep BoHa crpaBgi
bosAnaca. XTo3Ha WO MOXe TpanuTucs, AKwo KosliH 0TO Bi3bMeTbCH

BCIX pO3NUTYyBaTW.

— Bci maloTb MeHe ciiyxaTu, s X y>Ke ka3as Tobi, — BiB BiH gai.
— SAKLO A BUPOCTY, TO CTaHy rocrnofapeM Ma€ETKy, i BOHM Mpo ue

3HaOTb. TOMY KOIM A IX CMINTA0, BOHN MYCATb MeHi CKa3aTu.

Mepi i cama 4YacTeHbko 6yBana 3aTATOLO | BNEpPTOlO, a 3apas
anBuniaca Ha KoniHa i 6adunna: uen cnaboBnTni NpUMXanBuin
XJI0MN4YMHA, AKMN Tak banay>xe roBopuTb NPO Te, WO NOro CKOpPo He
byne, Bce oaHo ragae cobi, Wwo NoMy HaneXnTb LisIMA CBIT. 9K

OVNBHO!

— Yomy ™K gymaew, wo Tobi 3anmMwmnnocsa HefoBro Xnutn? —
cnuTana fpiB4mHKa, abu gaTtn Buxia CBOIM AyMKaMm, ane Hanbinblie

CrnoAiBatoynCh BigBEPHYTU NOro yBary Ha iHWY Temy.

— Bbo BCi Tak KaXXyTb, — BiAMOBIB BiH Tak CamMo bangyxxe. —
Biokonun cebe nam'aTalo, 3aBXXAN BOHM MPO Lie NepewinTyoTbCS.
CnoyvaTKy fymanu, Hibu s we Mmanui i He po3ymMito ix, a 3apas
CTULLYIOTb rOJIOCK | YMatoTh, WO IX HE Y4yTU. Ane 9 BCe Yy40BO YylO.
HagiTb Min nikap 6ys 6 ToMy paguin. MeHe nikye TaTiB 4BOKOPiIAHUIA
6paT. Bin goBoni 6igHWN, i Koim meHe He byae, To No cmepTi 6aTbka



BeCb MizenTtBenT nepenge nomy. [lymato, BiH He xo4e, Wob A JOBro

XXUB.

— A Tn CcaM Xo4eLll XUTN? — nocTasusia NoMy nUTaHHA Mepi.

— He py>e, — BiAMNoOBIB BiH CTOMJIEHO. — AJie BMUPATU TaKOXX
He Xo4y. Konm MeHi ripwiae, To 4 gyMmato npo ue. Tofi He BUTpPUMYIO

— i nnayy.

— Tak, 9 Tpwudi Yyna, Ti/IbKW He 3Hasa, XTOo rnjavye, — cKasana
Mepi. — Tobi 6yno cTpalwHO? — cnuTaNa BOHa, AUBNSAYUCH NOMY B

Oui.

— Tak, — 3HexoTs BM3HaB BiH. — Cnyxaun, OCUTb Npo Le.
HNaBan noBepHeMocs A0 cany. Tobi X xo4eTbCs noro nobavyntu,

npaBfa? — BpeLTi CKa3aB BiH.

— 3BIiCHO, X04eTbCA, — TUXO BUMOBMUNa Mepi.

— | MeHi TeX, — He BiacTynaB xnonelb. — MeHi HIKOJIN HIiYoro
He XOTinocs, ane uen cag a mywy nobayntn. Xovy, wob Bukonanm
KoY. Xo4y, wob BigiMKHYyNnM xBipTKY. Toai Hakaxxy iM, abu 3aBe3nn
MeHe TyOW Ha Bi3KY — O0TO i byae Harofa noamxaTu CBiXKUM

NOBITPAM. BOHU MyCATb BIAYNHUTW Ty XBIPTKY — i KpaWw.

KoniH Tak 3axonmecs, Wo a)k 3acanascd. O4i xnonusa 36yn>xeHo
nananu: 3gaBanocs, BiH y>ke 6a4mB nepen coboto Ton caga.

— Tak-TaK, BOHM MeHe MocslyxaloTb, — CKa3as BiH. — BOHM
BiAYMHATbL XBIPTKY — i TOAI MM 3 TO6OO 3MOXKEMO TyAWN XO4UTH,

KOJIN HAM 3aMaHeTbCHA.



Mepi Hanpy>xeHo crniena nepen coboto pyku. Tpeba HeramHo
LWOCb 3pobuTKn, 60 iHakLWwe BCe nponage... i He 6auynTun i1 BinbLue Hi
capy, Hi [likeHa.

— Hi-Hi-Hi, He pobu yboro! — Big4aMAyLWHO CKPUKHYa BOHA.

KoniH cmaHTenn4yeHo NogMBUBCA Ha Hel.

— YoMy? — BUIrYKHYB BiH. — TU XX caMa Ka3asa, Lo xo4eLl
nobaynTn ToM can.

— XO0\4y... 3BICHO, X044y, — CXJIUMNHYa AiBYNHKA, — ane... ane
AKLWLO TU CKa)Kell CyraMm... SKLWo 3MyCuLl ixX BIAKPUTU XBIPTKY... TO
LLe BXXe HiKosinm He Bbyae noTaeEMHMNM caA. Yce nponage!

KoniH nogaBcs Bnepea.

— MoTaeMHmM can? — NoBTOPUB BiH. — lMoSACHN.

Mepi 3aroBopwunia rnoxanuem, siease BCTUralo4m BUMOBSATH
c/noBa.

— Cnyxan... cnyxan, — BUOUXHYJIa BOHA, — HIXTO He 3HagE,
TiIIbKW MU... AKLLO A€Cb TaM NOMIX MJIOLLEM € XBIpTKaA... MU... MU
MO>XEMO 1 3HaUTW. | 3HANTUN KJIKOM... | MPOHUKHYTWU TYAW... pa3oM...
3a4YNHNTUCS 3iCepenUHMU... | HIXTO He 3HaTuMe, Wo MK TaM... | ue
Oyne Haw caf, Hawa CXOBaHKa, Halle rHi3go, 9K y OPO34iB yu
iHLW KX NTawok. byaemo woaHa Tam basutncs, bynemo noro

nornanaTn, HACIEMO KBITiB — i BiH 0)KuBe. YaBnsaew?!

— [lyMa€ew, TaM yce Nocoxno? — CXBWUJIbOBAHO CNUTaB BiH.



— AKLWO HIXTO NOro He gorngagatuMme, To CKOPO BCe NornHe, —
nposagwuna gani. — Unbynbku i cami NpopoCcTyTb, @ OCb TPOAHAMWN. ..

— AKi we ynbynbKn? — WBNAKO cnuTas KosliH.

— Unbynbku, 3 SKNX BUPOCTAOTb Hapuucun, ninei i NigCHMXXHUKN,
— 3i 3HAaHHAM CcnpaBu NosiCHOBaNla Mepi. — BoHKM nexxaTb cobi y
3eMJli... aJsie BXXe BUMYCKalTb NapoCcTku, 60 K BeCHa.

— BecHa, Kakew? — 3aMNCNEHO NOBTOPMB BiH. — M, KON

NleXXUL 0TO B NiXKKY, TO CBiTa 6inoro He 6a4ynw. A ska BOHa, BeCHa?

— Cnyxan: HaBecCHi Bce pocTe, 60 nagae Tenaun oL, i COHEYKO
CBiTUTb. BCce oXXuBae€: i pepes.a, i Ky, i KBiTW. | NTalWKN WYyKaOTb
cobi napy, i byaytoTb rHizga, — 3aMpigHo po3nosigana Mepi. —
3HAEL, AKLLO TON Caf 3aJMWaTUMETbCS HaLW O TAEMHULLED, TO MU
pa3oM yce ue nobavymmo. Xovew? — goaasia HAOCTaHOK.

KoniH BiOKVMHYBCS Ha NOAYLWIKY | AKYCb XBUIVHY TakK JIeXXas,

3arnmbuBLLNCE Y CBOT AYMKWU. Mepi Tepnasye Yyekana.

— I'™M, pociy MeHe Byna ogHa TaEMHULSA, KY, 3peLlTO0, BCi
3HaKOTb: WO MeHi MMWNI0CA He40Bro XXUTW, — MOBUB BiH HapeLwUTi.

— Ane usa HabaraTo kKpawa. BoHa meHi nogobaeTbcs.

— OT AMBUCA: AKLLO TU He BUMaraTuMell, wob Hac HeramHo
3aBesiny TOW cafj, TO... 1 NPOCTO NeBHa, WO 3HanAy crnocidé Tyam
noTpanuTu, — nepekoHysasa gani Mepi. — Hy i... nikap >xe paaus
To6i 6yBaTK Ha NOBITPI, NpaBaa? [lymato, M1 3HANAEMO HaLINHOrO
XN0NuUs, SKNn 4onoMoyxe gonpasutn Tebe Tyam Ha Bi3Ky. | Mu

6yoemMo TaM caMi, y HalwoMy NOTaEMHOMY cafy. Xiba K noraHo?



— Ue... ue npocTo 4ynoBo, — 3aMpigHO NpomoBuB KoiH,
OVNBAYNCH Y BIKHO. — 3rofda. lNporynsaHka y noTaEMHOMY cagy —
LLe 340pOBO.

Mepi nonerweHo 3iTxHyna. 30aeTbcs, KoniHy npunana oo ayuli
AyMKa TpuMaTu BCe y TaeMHULUi. OTXKe, 3arpo3a Noku Wo MUHyna.
HiB4MHKa cnoAdiBanacs: KoM BOHA yBeCb Yac byge onucyeBaTn nomy
yCi Yyfeca cafy — sK BiH NPOKNAAETLCA 00 XUTTSH 3 BECHOWO, — TO
xnoneub HiKOMy i CN10BOM He npoxonnTbcsa. OToXX BoHa cnpobysana
we 6inble Noro 3axonnuTu.

— 3Ha€ewW, uen cag Tak A0Bro NPoCTOSAB 3a4MHEHUN, LLO KYLLI
TaM, NeBHO, PO3POCANCA AK xaluli. A naow, MmabyTb, 06CHyBaB yCi
CTiHWM i cTOBBYpK, 60 NOro X HIXTO He nigcTpuras. [lymato, Wo 3apas3
TaM K y Ka3ui, — gogaja BoHa.

Xnoneub fiexxas i yBaXKHO c/lyxaB, a Mepi po3nosigana nomy
Npo TPOAHAW, SKi, HaNeBHO, 3anpyanan yBeCb NPOCTIP MiXK
nepesamMu, Npo Te, WO NOMiXK 3apOCTAMUN HaMNeBHO € CUJ1a-CUJIEHHA
rHi3a, 60 IXHiN NOTAaEMHUM cal — Hanbe3neyHiwe micue gnd
nTawok. aniii po3noBiab Nepevinia Ha MaaunHIBKY | Ha beHa
BesepcTada. [iB4MHKA caMa Tak 3axonuiacsa po3nosigato, wo n
3abyna npo cBin cTpax nepepn KoniHom. Cnpasai, NOMy CTpalleHHO
cnopobanaca MmanuHiBka — 06aMY4A XSI0MNLA aXK CBITUIOCS, KON

BiH NPO Hel ciyxas.

— 9  He 3HaB, WO MTalWKW TaKi LUikaBi, — 3aXOrnJeHo CKa3aB
BiH. — Ane 3BigKW MEHIi 3HaTW, AKLLO0 YBECb YaC CUOXKY Y KiMHaTI... A
TW TaK rapHO po3noBigacL, Hibu Bxxe byna y ToMy caay.

[iB4MHKa He 3Hanwnacsa 3 Bignosiaat. Ha wactsa, KoniH He
po3nuTyBas il ganiiin He LOBeNoCA 3HOBY LLLOCb BUragyBaTu.
Xnoneub 6yB HAATO 3aXOMNJIEHUW | CaM XOTIB 3 HEK YMMCb

NOAININTUCA.



— 3apa3 wocb Tobi NoKaXKy, — Cka3as BiH. — baynw oty
PO>KEeBY 3aBiCy HaZ KaMiHOM?

Mepi gooci He 3BepTasia Ha Hel yBaru, Ta 3apas nigHaaa roosy i
nobaymna, WO 3aBiCa NPUKPUBAE AKYCb KapTUHY.

— Tak, — Bignosifa.

— Tam 360Ky € WwBoOpKa, — cka3zaB KoniH. — lMigingn i noTarHu

Mepi nigsenacs, CTpaweHHO 3alikaBseHa, 3HaWwa WBOPKY i
CMUKHyna Ii. LLloBKkoBa 3aBica Ha Kine4dkax BifcyHynacs Bbik i nepep
[iBYMHKOLO BigKpunacsa KaptuHa. Lie 6yno 306pakeHHs Moo40i
YCMiXHEHOT XiHKW. CBiTNe Bonocca byno nepes'slaHe 61akUTHOWO
CTpiYKOlI0, a 1i Becesii NpoOMeHNCTI B1aKUTHO-CIpi o4i Ayxe

Haragysasn KoniHOBI, X04a Yy TOro BOHW HIKOJIN HE YCMiXasIncs.

— Lle Moa mama, — noscHmMB KosiH. — He 3Hato, YoMy BOHa
nomepna. Yacom 4 ii 3a Le HEeHaBUIXY.

— OuBHO, — obepexxHo BMMOoBUIa Mepi.

— Ak6bu BoHa xuna, 1o 9 6 Tak He xBopi.. | xmnB 6u gosro. |
H6baTbko He TikaB 6u Big MeHe. | cnnHa y meHe byna 6 piBHa. Bce,
3aKkpun i, — NpobypKOTiB BiH.

Mepi 3acyHynia 3aBiCy i NOBEpPHYsIaca 40 CBOro Kpicesika.

— BoHa ayXxe rapHa, TBoA MaMa. Taka Becena... He Te Wo Tw,
— BiABEPTO CKa3asa AiB4MHKa. — Ane B Tebe MaMuHi o4i. TinbKu Tn

HIKOJIN He CMiewcs. HaBilwo 3akKpumBa€ELl il nopTpeT?



BiH HEBOOBOJIEHO CMUKHYBCS.

— 3akpuBalto, 60 He xo4y, Wwob BOHa Ha MeHe amBunacs. HYoro
BOHa CMIETbLCS, KOJIN 1 TAaKUN XBOPUIN? 3peLlTolo, Lie Mi nopTpeT —

Lo Xo4y, Te pobato, — BiANOBIB BiH, HACYMMBLLWCb.

AKycb xBuno 060e moB4ann, a Toai Mepi cnutana:

— Cnyxan, a wo byne, konu micic Mennok npo Bce
noBipaeTbca? Hy, wo a go tebe npuxonxy?

— Micic Mennok pobutnme Te, WO 9 CKaXKy, — pilly4e BiaKa3as
BiH. — A A CKaXKy, L0 Xo4y, abu TK WwoaHa crogm npuxoanna i
po3MoBasana 3i MHot. CripaBai, a1 Ay>Xe pagun, Wo TN MeHe

3Hanwna.

— 3BiCHO, 3BICHO, A NpuxoaunTuMy oo Tebe, — 3aneBHWIa NOro
Mepi, — ane... — BOHa Ha MUTb 3aBaranacs, — aje Tu X

nam'aTaewl: meHi Tpeba we 3HanUTU XBIPTKY.

— Hy 3Bu4anHo, — noroamuscsa KoniH. — byaew po3nosigaTtu
MeHi, Ik NPOCYyBalOTbCA MNOLIYKW, rapasn?

BiH 3aMOBK Ha XBWJIbKY, MPO WOCb 3aMUCJINBLUUCH.

— 3Ha€ew, npo Tebe A TakKoX iM HIYOro He Ka3zaTuMy — WO Tn
crogn npuxoauvwl. Hexam cami 300rafgatoTbCs, AKLWO 3MOXKYTb. TN
bynew e 04HOK MOEK TaEMHULED, — BUPILLNB Xnoneub. — MeHi
30BCiM He Ba>XKO0 BignpaBuUTn JornsanasbHULLIO 3 KiIMHaTK | CKa3aTw,

WO X04y 3anmwmntuca caM. A ocb MapTa... Ty 3Haew MapTy?

— Tak, ayxe pobpe, — Bianoeina Mepi. — BoHa npunbupace y
MeHe.



KoniH KneHyB ronosoto y 6ik kopngopy.

— MapTa cnnTb y CyCifiHin KiMHaTI. 3aBTpa gornsaganbHUUS
noige Ao CBOEI cecTpu i HoYyBaTuUMe y Hel, To6bTo MapTa
nornsgatuMme MeHe 3aMmicTb Hel. OT MapTa i 3akninde Tebe.

Tenep Mepi 3po3ymina: MapTi 3a60poHMAM HaBITb 3ragyBaTu
npo KoniHa. Ocb YoMy giBy4mHa 6yna Taka cTypboBaHa, KOM BOHa,
Mepi, novyna nna4 i ctana ii [ONUTYBaTW.

— To MapTa yBecCb 4ac 3Hasa npo tebe? — cnutana, abwu we
pa3 nepekoHaTunCH.

— Tak, BOHa 4acTo cloau 3axoauTb. JornsaganbHULSA YacoM
KYOWCh ife, TO 3aMiCTb Hel 3anmwaeTbca MapTa.

— Eren, y Tebe BXxe ou4i 3/1MnatoTbCd, — MoBuUaa Mepi,

FNSIHYBLUM Ha HbOro. — MeBHo, BXxe niay.

— 3a4ekan, cnpobyto 3aCHYTU, MOKK TU We TyT, — TPILWKK

3HIAKOBIJIO NONPOCUB BiH.

— lMNapasg, 1o 3anaow, o4i, a 9 TMxeHbko Tobi 3acnisato, —
npoka3ana Mepi, npncyBatodYncb bavxye.

— [Nobpe, cniBan, — MOBUB BiH COHHO.

HiBYMHKaA cXxununacs Hapg Ni>KkKoMm, rnoraaguaa noro rno pyui i

3aBeJsia KOJIMCKOBY MOBOO XiHAi, AKOI HaB4YMAaCs Bif CBOEI HAHI.

— Tak rapHo, — e BCTUI BUMOBUTUN XJI0MELb i NOPUHYB Y COH.
Mepi obepexxHOo nigBenacs, B3fsa CBiYKY i HABLUMUHbKAX BUALLIA 3

KiMHaTW.



Po3pnin 14

FOHWIN papyka

3paHKy Tak caMmo amB goul. MycTuuie NnoTonano y ryCtomy
TymaHi. Mpo Te, wob itn Haaeip, He 6yno n moBu. Mepi xoTina
norosBopuTn 3 MapTolo, ane Ta uiimin paHoOK Byna YNMOCh 3anHATa.
Jlnwe noobiai Bganocs 3anpocuTn ii 4o KiMHaTKU. MapTa 3axonuna
3i coboto NNeTmBo — AiB4MHa naena naH4oxu, abm He MapHyBaTw
vacy.

— To Wwo ™K xoTiNna? — cnutana BoHa Mepi, TinlbKn-Ho 060€
BCiNMCSA nepen KaMiHOM. — 3[a€'CcsA, Ma€L LWOCb MEHi CKa3aTu.

— We n 9k mato. Cnyxan: 9 BXKe 3Hato, XTO OTO rnJjiavye BHOYI, —
cka3ana Mepi.

MapTa KuHyfna naeTUBO Ha KOJiHa i 3/19KaHO BUAMBUIIACA Ha
Hel.

— He moxe 6ytn! — BUrykHyna BoHa. — 3BigKina?!

— e n 9k moxxe ByTn, — CNoKinHO NpoBaguna gani Mepi. —
Mocepen HOYi 3HOBY NoYyJsia TOM Naadv, TOMy BCTasna 3 JibkKKa i niwna
wykaTu. | Tak 3Havwna KoniHa.

MapTy Kngano To B X004, TO B »ap.

— Ox, Mepi, Mepi, Hy Hawo TV 0TO Hapobuna MeHi knonoTy? Hy
yoro 6yno Tyam xoamTtn? Xo4 g Tobi Hi40' He Ka3ana... BCe 04HO —
KiHeub MOIn cny>xbi. biogHa mosa ronosa! — MapTa nense He

3pmBaJjiaCAd Ha rJiayd, Tak bosanacs.



— HixTo Tebe i nanbuemM He TOPKHETbLCSA, — pillyde CKa3ana
Mepi. — KoniH gy»e BTILLIMBCSA, WO S MOro 3Hanmwna. A noTiMm Mu 3
HMM 0OBro-40Bro roBopuaun. BpewTi BiH CKa3as, L0 X04e LWOoAHS

MeHe baynTu.

— BiH?! — 30MBOBaHO BUrykHysa MapTta. — BiH xo4e Tebe
6aunTn?! Ta T NPOCTO He 3HAEL, WO 3 HUM CA pobuTb, KON BiH
BNaga€ y rHie. Toai 0To nnave i KOBEP3yeE K Majla ANTUHA, abu Ham
nonekTu. He 6incs, BiH nobpe po3yMi€, WO HIXTO 3 HAC i C/IoOBa NOMY

He CKa)ke — MyCMMO TepniTu.

— KoniH 30BCiM He KOBep3yBaB Hi He KpY4aB Ha MeHe, —
3anesHuna ii Mepi. — Cneply A caMma cnuTtana, Ym Mako UTU reTb, TO
BiH MONPOCKB 3aUWINTUCA. | A po3noBigana nomy npo IHA4i, Npo
MaJIMHIBKY i Mpo caaun. BiH OOBro He Bianyckas MeHe. A MoTiM Lue
rnokKa3saB NMopTpeT CBOElI MaTepi. ToAdi A 3acnisasia NomMmy — i BiH
3aCHYyB.

MapTa reTtb po3rybunacs.

— Cnyxan, He rogHa'm B TO NMoBipuTtn! — noxutana BOHa
ros0Bot0. — BiH e He NobnTb, KOJIN XTOCb YY>XXU Ha HbOTO

anBu'cs. Bigpa3sy Bnafa€ B HEPBM | BEPELLNTb Ha Linvn giMm.

— [en, 9 gecb roguHy Ha HbOro AMBUIAcCA — Tak CaMo, K
3apa3 Ha Tebe. | 30BCiM BiH He BepeLwlas, a C/lyxaB MeHe i
po3nuTyBaB, — Hanossarana Mepi.

— [Nobpe, i Wo 9 Mato Tenep pobutTn? — poleBesia pykamm
MapTa. — 9K micic Mensiok cs OOBifa€, TO CKa)ke, LWo TO A
BuboBkana. | BCe, i BUXKEHYTb MeHe A4040MY, a)K 32 MHOIO CH

3aKypuUTb. A A TiSIbKO NoYasia nomMaraTn MaMi...



— 3a4ekan: KoniH 30BCiM He 306MpaEeTbCA pPO3MoBigaTn Npo
MeHe Micic Megnok. Le byne Hala TaEMHULUSA, — BMNEBHEHO
CcKka3ana Mepi. — Ta HaBiTb AKLLO XTOCb 3i C/lyr MEHE TaM
nobaynTb, TO BCe ogHO Byne MOBYaTU, KOMK BiH Hakaxe. Cnyru

NOBWHHI NOro cnyxaTu, Nnpasaa x?

— Ag', TO NpasBga... Wo-uo, a NoKoMaHAyBaTW BiH BMie! —
3iTXHyNna MapTa, BUTUPAYM Y010 KPAEM 3anacku.

— Hy oT, KoniH cka3as: micic Measok pobutmnme Te, WO BiH 11
Haka>e. A BiH xo4e, wob g woaHa A0 HbOro npuxoguna. A Tn

SIKpa3 AacCu MeHi 3HaTu, KON BiH X04e MeHe BaunTu.

— 4?! — 3HOBY nNependkanaca Mapta. — Hy, Tenep MmeHe TOYHO
BVXKEHYTb 3i cnybu... kaxxy To6i, Mepi!

— MepecTaHb! HixTo Tebe He BmxKeHe. Moayman cama: Tn X
6ynew BUKOHYyBaTu Haka3 KoniHa — To 3a wo Tebe BuraHatn? —
pilwyye 3anepeyunsa Mepi.

OcTaHHIn ooKa3, 30a€TbCA, NepekoHaB MapTy. BoHa nosoii

npunwia oo TaMu.

— To Tn Ka)kew, BiH He KOBep3yBaB, He Kpu4yaB, He obparkas
Tebe, a NpocTo oTak MUNo banakas? — NpPo BCSK BUMAOOK
nepenuTana MapTa, abu oCTaTOYHO YNEBHUTUCS.

— Cnyxan, mu 6banakanu 3 roguny, g BXxe Tobi Kazana, — gewo
HeTepnas4e Bignosina Mepi.

— Hy, To T1 Mycmnna noro 3avapysaTu, He iHaKwe! — 3Hanwna

nosicHeHHA MapTa, BUANXHYBLUM NOBITPS.



— Yapu? — nepenutana Mepi. — 3Haeww, B IHAIT 9 6a4ymna, gk
MPUYapoBYIOTb 3Mil, ajle cCaMa S HIKOro He npu4apoByBasia. [NpocTo
3aiwna 4o KiMHaTKW i CTpalleHHOo 3aMByBasiacs, Koam nobadunna
Noro Ha Nixkky. NMogymana, Wo MeHi HacHKUNOCA. BiH TakoXX aymas,
wo A npueua abo coH. Kislbka pasiB nepennTyBaB, Yn s XXuBa. Toai
MW CisK | NoYasan po3NuUTyBaTU 0OgHE O4HOro rNpo Bce-Bce-Bce. Ara,
a nepepg TUM 4 cnuTasa, Y1 Mato NiTU reTb, AKWO BiH He NobuTb,
KOJIN NOro po3rnanatoTb, To KoaiH nonpocums 3anuwntucya. Cka3as:
"Adkwo nigew, To A Tak i AgymaTuMy, WO T MeHi HacHunacsa". OT.

— KiHeub cBiTa! — npowenoTina MapTa.

— A Ha wo cnabye KoniH? — nocnutana Mepi.

— HixTo Hiyo' He 3Hae, — Bignosisia MapTa. — Kosan He cTano
Micic KpenBeH, MicTep KpelnBeH Bif HbOro CA BiABEepPHYB. He X'TiB
noro 6a4mTn. Kasas, L0 TO pOoCTe We oanH ropbyH i Wwo ninwe Hawn
BiApa3y BMupac. Jlikapi HaBiTb paaunu BiggaTn AUTUHY 00
NPUTYNKY. Ane BpeLwTi XJoneub JIMWNBCA TY', TiSIbKO HIKOro 00

HbOIo He NyCcKakTb.

— lNop67? Y KoniHa? — cTeHyna niednma Mepi. — Hiqoro B HbOro

HeMa, 9 XX bavynna.

— 3apa' HeMa, afie MoXXe BMpoCTun, 60 B Hboro cnabkum xpeber,
— CKa3asa MapTta. — Ha Hboro HagiTb B6upanm cneuisanbH1n
KOpPCEeT... TPUManu B NiXKKY, He L03BOAAIN XOANUTU. TON KopceT
NOTIM TaK MOro HaTep, WO xJsoneub uwe ripwe 3axsopis. Toai
NnpuixaB AKUNCb 3HAMEHUTUIA NiKap i Haka3as ue 3HATW. [oTiM
TpOXa BUCBapWB TOro Jlikaps, KM Ton KopceT npunucas. Ckasas,
LLLO XJIOMNUEBI He Tpe' CTiNIbKW NiKiB — TO NOMY WWKOAUTb. A Lwe
CKa3aB, L0 HEMA 4YOro y BCbOMY MOMy noTypaTu, 60 To BXe

BEJIMKWNI XNoneub, a He Mafla AuTuHa.



— Tak, xT0-xT0, a KosniH cnpasAai A0BOJI CBaBiJIbHUN
XJIOMYNCbKO, — 3aBBaXkusia Mepi, npyragasLum 1oro 3asBu, Lo BCi

30008B'A3aHi noro ciayxaTucs.

— UWe v aknn cBaBinbHUN! — BUrykHyna MapTa. — A1 He Kaxy,
BiH TaKM YacTo xBopie. [1Ba 4 Tpu pa3un Tak byB 3aCcTyamBCs, WO
Masio bory oywy He BigaaB Bif CTPALIHOMO KaLso i rapadyku. To
AKOCb peBMaTU3M MOro B35BCH, a e 9Kocb Tug. O, Toai BiH
nobpsye Hanskae Micic Megnok. BoHa cupina Koo HbOro i
rosopwia 3 gornagansHuueto. lymana, BiH Hi40' He 4ye. To BOHa i
Kaxke: "To byne Hamninwe i Na HLOro, i ANA BCiX, AK BiH noMpe. Ha
TOW pa3 HarMeBHO BXe He OKJIMFra€E — OHO KU NeXXnUTb". | KNBHYNa
Ha HbOro. A BiH SIK BiAKPWB 0Yi, IK Cs1 Ha Hei BuanBmBe, To Ta, 6igHa,
He 3HaJja, Oe Cs NoAiTU. A BiH 00 Hel Kaxke: "JocuTb 6a3ikaTun!
MpuHeciTb MeHi Boan".

— HeB>Xxe BiH cnpaBAi CKOpo noMmpe? — i3 cyMoM cnntana Mepi.

— 3Ha€ewW, Hawa MaMa BCe Kaxke, Lo Hiska guTuHa He byne
3[10pOBa, K OTO MiCALAMUN HE BUXOOUTb Ha CBiXKe MOBITPS, a TiJIbKO
NeXUTb NIACTOM B JXKKY, YATAE KHKKW | 3a>KMBAE Nirynkn. Abu
Byna cuna, Tpe' cA Ha CoHUe nokasaTu. Ane i Ty' cnpaBa HENPOCTa,
60 AKOCb NOro BMBE3M HaABIp — a BiH €A 3acTyaus. | Tenep HaBiTb
HOCa 3 KiMHaTW He BUCYHEe: Kaxke, Lo bisblue He xo4ye cs
3aCTyanTwW.

Mepi cugina i guBmnacsa Ha BOrOHb.

— 'M, — NpoMoBWsIa BOHa MOBiNIbHO, — MOXXe, AK6K BiH 3apa3s
BnbpaBCsa y caf... KO TaM BCe poCTe... MOXe, Le nomy 6

A0NOMOrso? 4 X OH K 3MiyHifa Nicna TUX MPOrynsaHoK.

— Hy, He 3Hato, — i3 cyMHiBOM cKa3ana MapTa. — lNpocTo KoniH

Yy CBOIX KHM)XKaX pa3 BMYUTaB, LLO Bif KBIiTiB ByBa€e nxomMaHka.



AKOCb MM BMBE3M NOro 00 (hOHTAHY, a BiH 300a4MB TPOAHAM |
[aBal KpunyaTu, WO B HbOIO Ta JIMXOMaHKa €A 3a4uHace. Toai, Ha
6inoy, nonpu poHTaH NPOXoANB HOBUI CafiBHMK. YONOBIK Lie He
3HaB yCiX MpaBwJ, TO 3yNUHUBCS i 3 LIIKaBICTIO NOANBUBCA Ha
xnonus. A Ton reTb 34ypiB Big 3/10CTU | BepeLlas, Lo CafiBHUK
BUTpiwmBcH, 60 B Hboro pocte ropb. | Tak cebe OoBIB, L0 BBEYEDI
crpasAi AicTaB rapsAyKky i He cnas Uisly HiY — HY i MU 3 HAM, 3BIiCHO.

— AKwo BiH Konncbk 6oJanm pa3 KpMKHe Ha MeHe, To Binble
HIKONIM MeHe He nobauunTb. He npunay — i Kpan, — TBepLO 3aABUIA
Menpi.

— JNlinwe 3anamM'atan cobi Bigpa3y: Ak KoniH cxoye Tebe
306a4nTK, TOo cBOro cs Aob6'e. To a Tob6i Ka)Ky, — MoOXmTasia ros0BOIO
MapTa.

TyT 3asyHaB A3BOHUK | MapTa 3ropHysia CBO€E MNaAeTUBO.

— To pornapganbHUus. Knnde meHe nobyTtn 3 HAM, — MOBWJIA

BOHa. — Xo4 6u B HbOro 6y nobpuin HacTpin...

IiBYMHA BUNLLAG 3 KIMHATWU, aJie 3a AKNXOCb OEeCATb XBUJINH

noBepHynacs. Burnag y Hei 6y [oOBOJIi CNaHTeNINYeHUN.

— 'M, TV nOro Taku npuyapysasa, — BUMOBWIA BOHaA. — 4K A
npunwna, BiH cuais cobi Ha CBOEMY AMBaHi 3 KHUXXKOIO.
HornaganbHULLIO BifiCNaB a)k 40 WOCTOI roguHK. A Masa 4yekaTtu y
CYCiQHIN KiMHaTI. 9K TiIbKK Ta Niwa, 3aKJIMKaB MeHe i CKa3as:
"Xouy, wob crogn npunwna Mepi JleHokc. Mign npuseaw ii. Ane
nam'aTan: HikoMy aHi cnoa". 'en, To6i ninwe nokeBanuTuca, Mepi,

60 BiH YeKae.

Mepi nuwe KMBHyNa rosioBoto i nobirna. 3sicHO, 3apa3 BoHa 6
BOJli/la NpaytoBaTh 3 [likeHOM y caay, ane caMm KoniH 6yB He



MEHLL O TAaEMHULELD, HIXK IXHIN Caf, TOMY I KOPTiIO 3HOBY 3 HUM

3yCTpiTUCS.

Y KiMHaTi Beceno 6a1MmMaB KaMiH — MabyTb, NOro HeLWonaBHO
3ananunun. MNpu geHHoMy CBITNI KiMHaTa BUrig4ana gy»xe 3aTULLHO.
Knnum, NnopTbEPU, KAPTUHU Ha CTiHaX, SCKPaBi KHMXXKW Ha NoanLAxX
— yce ue rpaso 6apsamu i nigHIiMano HacTpin, Xo4a 3a BIKHOM
nagas gouwl,. KosiiH TakoX BUrsg4aB K KapTUHKA 3 KHUXKKW. BiH
CUAIB y AOPOroMy OKCaAaMUTOBOMY XaslaTi, CNepLInNCb Ha BEJINKY
napyeBy NOAYLIKY, @ Ha WOKaX Y HbOr0 HaBiTb Bynu pymM'sHL,.

— 3axofab, cigan, — cKasas BiH. — A Uinnn paHOK gymaB rnpo
Tebe.

— 4 Takox gymana npo tebe, — npusHanacsa Mepi. — dkpa3s
ropopunaa npo Tebe 3 MapToto, KOJIN TN MEHE MOKJIMKaB. Tu He
YABMSAEL, SiKa BOHa HandkaHa. Kaxke, Wwo Mmicic Megnok BupilWunTb,

Hibu To BOHa po3Ka3ana npo Tebe, i BXKeHe i yTpuins.

KoniH Haxmypus bpoBwu.

— Mign i ckaXkn in, Hexawn npunage croan, — ckasas BiH. — BoHa

B CYCiOHIN KiMHaTI.

Mepi npuBena MapTy. binonawHa Tak 6osnacs, Wo y Hei ax

nigrnHanncsa Hormn. KoniH Hacynmecs.

— TBOIM 060B'I3KOM € BUKOHYBaTU Te, LLIO 4 XO4Yy — TaK YM Hi?

— CnnTaB CYBOPO.

— Tak, cep, 4 Mato Bac cayxaTun, — 3aTUHaYNCb BUMOBUIIA
MapTa.

— A Micic MegnoK Ma€ BUKOHYBaTU Te, WO KaXy, Y1 Hi?



— Ko>KeH noBMHEH Bac ciyxaTu, — Bignosisia MapTa.

— [obpe, Toai AaKWo A Kaxxy Tobi npueecTn Mic Mepi, TO 9K
Micic Meponok moxxke Tebe 3a Ue BUrHaTmn?

— byab nacka, cep, He ganTe i UbOro 3pobutn, — BnaranbHO
BMMOBWNa MapTa.

— Ta akwo BoHa ckake Tobi boganm cnoBo, TO 4 caM il BUXKEHY,
— BJ1lafHo 3aaBuB KoniH KpenBeH. — HixTo Tobi HiYoro He 3pobuTs,
3aneBHs0 Tebe.

— [ AKyl0 BaM, cep, — BKJIOHWIaca MapTa, — 9 3aBxaun byny
BaC CNyxaTucsd, AAKYylo.

— Moi 6a>kaHHs — oboB's30k ang Tebe. | 1 HikoMmy He gam Tebe
CKpuBAMTN, NaM'aTan npo ue. A 3apas iin, — 3 KOPOJIiBCbKOIO

BEJINYYI0 NPOMOBUB KoiH.

MapTa, 3aaKyo4u, Bunwia i 3a4nHuna 3a coboto aeepi. KoniH
MOBEPHYBCSH | nepexonuns 3amMBoBaHUn nornag Mepi. [iB4nHKa ABHO

Byna Bpa>keHa.

— Yoro ue T1 Tak AMBULLICA Ha MeHe? — NigHAaB BiH 6poBu.

— Ta oT, 3ragana ageulo.

— Wo came? Caab OTYT i pO3Ka>n MeHi.

— 3Haew, — BnMoBuUaa Mepi, BCigalo4nCh y BesInKe Kpicno, —
AKOCb B IHAiT s Baunna xnondunka-panxy. loro sbpaHHs
npuKpaLwanm KoWwTOoBHI pybiHK, cMaparaw, gisMaHTu. | BiH

PO3MOBJIAB 3i CBOIMU CJ/IyraMm TOYHICIHbKO TakK, IK TU LLOMNHO



roBopue 3 MapToto. BCi Masin BUKOHYBaTU KOXXEH NOro Hakas... Ti€l
X MUTI. [lymato, aKbn BOHM He NOC/IyxanCb, TO BiH HakKa3aB bu ix

nosbusaTun. YcCix.

— [Nobpe, NOTIM po3Ka)kew MeHi Npo panxy, — MOBUB KOJiH,
ANBASYNCH Ha Mepi. — Tu we Wwochk 3ragana?

— Tak, g 3ragana [dikeHa i nogymana, Lo TV 30BCiM Ha HbOIO
He CX0XXun, — Bignosina Mepi.

— X170 Takum [likeH? — cnutaB KoniH. — LLlo 3a guBHe iMm's!

— Lle MapTuH 6paT. oMy ABaHaAUATL POKiB, — NoscHUIA
AiBYMHKA. — BiH He CXOXXMWM Hi Ha KOro y CBIiTi. [likeH Moxxe
npuv4apoByBaTW NNCIB, BINIOK YM NTaxiB, AK Le pobnaTb iHAINLI 3i
3MisMU. BiH TUXEHLKO rpa€ AKyCb MeloAito Ha AyaLi, a BOHU

npmMXoaAaTb NMNocaiyxaTw.

Ha cToni nopyd i3 NI>KKOM N1eXXano Kisibka BENMKNX KHUT i KoniH

NoTArHyB oA4Hy Ao cebe.

— TyT € 306pakeHHA NpnbopKyBaya 3Mil, — BUI'YKHYB BiH. —
Xoamn, nooneucs.

KHura mictuna 4ynosi intocTpauii, KoniH 3HanWwoB OgHy i

rnokas3as 1.

— To wo, OikeH moxxe npnbopKyBaTn 3MiN? — CNUTaB BiH

HeTepnasye.

— Hy, 3i 3miamu A noro He 6a4unna. BiH NpoCTo rpa€e Ha Ayaui, a
3BipsATa NpUXoasaTb NnocayxaTn, — nosacHuna Mepi. — Ane [ikeH
Kaxke, Lo TYT HEMa XXO4HUX YapiB. BiH »KmnBe Ha NycTuLli i 3HaE yci
iXHi 3BMY4KWN. HaBiTb Ka3aB MeHi, WO YacoM Bigyysa€ cebe 10



NTALKOW, TO KPONMKOM. A cama baymna, K BiH pO3MOBJISAB 3
Ma/IMHIBKO. TaK-TakK, BiH TUXeHbKO 3awebeTaB 00 Hel, @ BOHa
nomy Bignosina.

KoniH BiAKMHYBCS Ha noaywky. O4i noro 6auwanm, a Ha WokKax
nanas pym'aHeub.

— Po3Ka)Xn MeHi Lwe npo HbOro, — NOonNpPoOCKUB BiH.

— A Npo NTaluHi rHi3ga NoMy BIL4OMO reTb yce, — Besa gani
Mepi. — LLe BiH 3Ha€, oe XMBYTb NnUCK, BopcyKkn i Buapu. likeH BMie
TPUMATU TAEMHULLIO: BiH HIKOJIN HE BiAKPUBAE CBOIX 3HAXIAOK iHW WM
xnon4ncbkam, 60 Ti MOXKYTb HaNlAKaTW 3BIPAT i 3aNO4iATN 1M WKoay.
BiH TaKOX 3HA€E reTb YCi POCANHU, SKi POCTYTb Ha nycTuwi. Moro
NpO LLO 3aBrogHO MOXXHa CnUTaTu — BCe 3HaE!

— 'M, HeBXXe noMy nofobaeTbCca NycTmwe? — 3HM3aB Niae4vmma
KoniH. — BOoHO x Take auke, Take noHype! ik BOHO MO>Xe KOMYCb
nopobaTtnca?

— Ta ue HanrapHiwe micue y CBiTi! — 3axonneHo BUryKHyna
Mepi. — Tam pocTe npebaraubko BCAKNX POCNH, NTawku 6yayoTb
cobi rHizga, y Hopax i Kybnax »XnByTb po3MaiTi 3BipsiTa — i BCe BOHO
webeye, BUCNIBYE, 3Maratoumcb ogHe 3 ogHUM. TaM CKpi3b — i Nig
3eMJielo, i Ha gepesax, i NOMiXK BepeCcoBMX 3apoCcTen — KUMNTb

XUTTA. MycTuwe — TO Winnmn CBIT, KaxXy Tobi!

— 3BiOKW TU BCe Le 3Ha€EWw? — cnuTaB KoniH, NigHABLUWCHL Ha

NIKTAX.

— Hacnpasgai g Hikonm Tam He Byna, — Bignosina Mepi, panTom
crnam'aTaBlWNCb, — TiIJIbKW OTO pa3 NpobKa)Kasa y CyTiHKaX, KO
croam ixana. Cneplly nycTulle MeHi 3a4aBasiocs CTPALIHUM i
noxMypum — o0cobsMBO KONM TaM 3aBMBaE€ BiTep. A Toai MapTa



CTajla po3MoBifaTn NPO HbOrro, a NoTiM [ikeH. 3Ha€EL, KON Npo
nyctuuie po3snosigae [ikeH, TO TK HIBM ONUHAELWICA Y BEpeCOBUX
3apOCTAX i BigYyBa€Ll, AK NPUrpiBa€ CoOHUE, AK MeBSAHO NnaxHe
APOK, @ HaL HAM KPY>XNA0Tb MeTennkn i 64>xonn. Tak BiH BMi€e BCe

onucaTn, [ikeH.

— 'M, MeHi Takoro He nobavnTn, — CyMHO BUMOBMB KOiH.

— Hy 3BiCHO, AKLLO0 OTO MiCALAMUN HE BUXO UL 3 KiIMHATN, —

CKa3ana Mepi, KUBHyBLIW rosioBoto y Bik nixkka.

— Ane X 9 He MOXXY NiTK Ha NycTupuLle, — CKa3as BiH i3

XXalJieM.

Mepi sKyCb MUTb NOMOBYasia, a ToAi, HabpaBWWCh BigBaruy,

3adaBwWia:

— Mo)KelLl... CKOPO 3MOXXeLL.

Xnoneub CMUKHYBCS.

— ITn HagBip? | To axk Ha came nycTuwe?! Hi, ue He ona MmeHe!
MeHi 1 Tak OOBro He 3aJIMWKA0CA, a TYT LWe NigXona aKyCb
3acTyny... Hi, Hisawo!

Mepi He nogobanocs, wWo KoniH yBecb 4ac Npo e roBopuTb —
HY Hibn xBanuTbCca. OCb i 3apa3 AiBY4MHLUI HABpUANo CayxaTu NOro

>Kani i BOHa BUpiLLIKia NOKIACTUN LbOMY KpaW.

— A 3BiOKW TV 3HA€ELWW? — pilly4ye crinTasa BOHa.



— AK ue — 3Bigkn? Ta X yCi TiNbKK NPO Le N roBopATb, —
BiAKa3aB BiH 0bpa)keHM TOHOM. — [lyMatoThb, WO S HiYOro He Hauy.

3peLuTor0, BOHM TiJIbKW TOr0 1 YeKatTb, OT.

Y Mepi npoknHynacs ii BnepTicTb. iB4nHKa CTUCHYNa rybu.

— 3Haew wo? 9kbum Takoro 6a>kann MeHi, TO ... TO 9 HaBMaKM
— pobuna 6 yce, wob xntn! — BNeBHEHO NPOMOBUAa BOHa. — OT
CKa»u: XTo xo4e, wob tn nomep?

— Cnyrwu, 3BiCHO, — B3fBCA NepevuncaiosaTn KoniH, — i nikap
KpenseH, 60 Toai nomy nepenge MizenTtsBenT i BiH HapewWwTi CTaHe
B6araTuMm. Brosoc BiH TOro Ka3aTu He CMiI€, ane KON MeHi ripLuae,
TO Y HbOIO 3aBXAWN BOOBOJIEHNA BUrNsa4. Kom 9 XBOpIiB Ha TU i
MeHe nasuia rapsayka, To BiH NPOCTO CAAB BiJ 3a40BOJIEHHS.

Aymato, wo i 6atbko 6yB 6 paaun meHe no3byTucs...

— TBin 6aTbk0? HenpaBga! — piwy4e 3anepe4ynna Mepi.

KoniH nnnbHO NOAMBUBCS 11 B OMi.

— [ymaew, 6aTbKO LbOro He X04e? — NepennTas.

— MeBHO, Wo Hi! — BUrykHyna Mepi.

KoniH BigxmnuBecs Ha noayLwky, o6aymytoydm Te, Wo ckasana
nomy AiB4nHKa. 3anana nassa. Mepi nosena pani.

— OwunBucA, 0TON NOHOOHCBKUN NiKap, AKUA 3HAB 3 Tebe Ty
3ani3Hy WTYKYy — xiba BiH roBopwms, wo To6i HeJOBro 3aAMWKNoCA?

— ClMNnTajia BOHa.



— Hi, — nigHaB Ha Hel o4i KosliH. — 3Ha€EwWw, BiH HaBiTb He
CTULIYBaB roJsioc, K BCi TyT, KOJIM FOBOPATbL Npo MeHe. 1 nobpe 4ys,
SIK BiH CKa3aB: "Xnoneub XNUTuMe, SKLO0 NOBIPUTb Yy CBOI CUMN |
AKLLO CaM 3axo4e XXUTu. 1onoMoxXiTb NOMY, NEpeEKOHaNTe, WO 3
HUM Byne Bce rapasg!" A we BiH 6yB Aiy)Ke cepanTuin Yepes 0TOMn
KOpCeT — Ka3aB, WO e AK KJITKa i WO MeHi BiH Hi 40 40ro.

— OT1 6auunw! A T ogHe TopoYyuL... A 3Hat0, K NPOrHaTU TaKi
OYMKUW, — BNeBHeHO cKa3asna Mepi.

— AK? — KNUHYBCA 00 Hel KONiH, LWMPOKO BiAKPMBLLM OMi.

— J[ly>xe nNpocTo: 3ycTpiTnucsa 3 [likeHoM. Big [likeHa Tn Hikonun
He MoYyeLl CKapr 4m HapikaHb. BiH po3noBsigae npo nrTaxis, Npo
3BIpAT, NPO TpaBy, NMPO KBITK, @ He NPo 6oNA4YKN. A 04i B HBOrO —
Taki 9K Hebo. [MeBHO, TOMY, LLIO BCE AMBUTLCA 3a MTaxaMu, —
yCMixHynacsa Mepi, 3ragasLum CBOKO po3MOBY 3 MapTot. — A BXe
KOJIM 3aCMI€ETbCS — TO 1 cCaM 3aperoyews, 60 HeMa cun
cTpMmaTucs. OT wo Tob6i Tpeba.

Big 3ragku npo [ikeHa y Hel caMol NigHABCA HACTpin. [iB4MHKa
NPUCYHy”Na CBiN CTineub 6anX4Ye 00 AMBaHy i CKasana, ANBNAYUCH
Ha KoniHa:

— Cnyxan, 0OCUTb y>Ke roBOpuTuM Npo xBopobu i cmepTb — rogi,
He xo4y Binbwe cnyxaTwn. asan ninwe po3kaxy Tobi we npo

HikeHa. A T1 NOTIM NOKa)keL MeHi CBOI KHVMXKW, rapa3n?

| Mepi po3noBigana nomy Npo nycTulle, ske Tak noduts [ikeH,
NPO XaTUHKY, Y AKIN MeLIKaE YOTUPHaAUATb OyLU, KOTPi MyCATb
BUXXMBATU 3@ WICTHAAUATb WWWIHMIB Ha TMXXKAEHb, NMpo bpaTiB i
cecTep [ikeHa, aKi LinMMn gHAMU racatoTb Mo NycTULLY, HEMOB
AVIKi MOHi, i Big Toro HabumpatoTbca cunu. A we npo HdikeHoBy
MaMy... i MPO CKaKaskKy... i Npo TeHAITHI NApOCTKMK, LLO



NpPo6u1BaOTLCA KPi3b 3€MJIIO, JINLLEHDb NPUIPIE COHEYKO... NPO
cTaporo beHa Be3sepcTaga i Npo ManunHiBKy. KosiH CilyxaB i CNlyxaB,
60 noro wopas 6inbLe 3axonaBano BCe Te, WO BigKpMBaia nepea
HUM Mepi. Lle 6yno Tak Hecxoxe Ha Te, WO BiH 3HaB A0Ci... IM B6yno
CTpalleHHOo LikKaBo i Beceno BABOX. [10TiIM BOHU BXe CMisnncs 3
Oyab-9KOro Npueoay i 34MHWUAN HEMMOBIPHMIA ranac y KiMmHaTi. Mpo

604K | CTpaxm HIXTO BXe N He 3raflyBaB.

3a CMiXxamu i xapTaMu gitn HaBiTb 3abynu, wo 3bupanncs
po3rnanaTu KHUXKKN. LLlopa3y akecb cniBue, sKacb Ha3Ba
BUKJIMKaJ1a HOBY XBWJItO BECEJIOLWIB — e X TyT Oyn0 A0 KHUXKOK?
Ocb i 3apa3: KosliH WNPOKO BiOKPUTUMU O4YMMa TIIHYB Ha Mepi — |
PBYYKO rMogascs Bnepes, Hibu 11 3abyBLUM NPO CBOKO XBOPY CMVHY.

— 3Haew, xTo Mn? Ta mn 3 Tobot BpaT i cecTpa — ABOOPIAHI!
Oue Tak! | YoMy MU paHiwe Npo ue He 3ragasan? — 3axornsieHo

BUI'YKHYB BiH.

| Te, WO BOHU yNPOAOBX CTiNIbKOX rOAUH NeperoBopusiv Npo Bce
Ha CBIiTi, @ NP0 TaKy MPOCTY pid i 3abynn, BMAanocs im Takmm
AVIBHUM, WO 060€ 3HOBY 3a/IMINCA CMiXOM. 3peLUToro, Y TOMY CTaHi,
B AKOMY BOHW nepebyBsanu, iM i MeHLoro npmeoay BucTa4unsio 6. 1
OCb KOJIN BeCesioLLi CArHY/IN BEPLUUHN — ABepi KiIMHaTK panToMm

BIAYMHUANCSA | HA NOpPO3i NocTann nikap KpenseH i Mmicic Mepnok.

Mo6aymBLLM CBOro NALLiEHTA, AKUA a)X 3aX04MBCA Bif CMiXy,
nikap KpewnseH 3acTur Ha Micui 3 BiaKpuTuMm poToM. Micic Mepgnok
HaJsieTifla Ha HbOIro 33a4y — i Malo He nNepekunHynacs. BoHa
6e3TAMHO nepeBoanna Norasa To Ha Mepi, To Ha KosliHa i fimwe

nnamkana rybamu.

— O boxe! — nense BMMOBW/1A BOHA.



— o TyT pieTbca? — BpewTi onaHyBaB cebe nikap KpenBeH. —
Lo ue Bce 3Ha4YNTL?

Mepi moB4Yana. A KoJliH CNOKINHICIHBKO BIAKWHYBCA Ha MOAYLUKY,
yCiM CBOIM BUr1a40M Aato4yn 3p03yMiTu, XTO TyT rocrnogap.

— Lle Mosa aBotopigHa cecTpa, Mepi JIeHOKC, — CcKa3aB BiH, Hibu
nikap KpenseH i micic Megnok cami He 6a4ymnn, xTo nepen HAMK. — |
L& 3Ha4YUTb, WO S 3anpocuB i NPUNTK ctoan. MeHi 3 Heto LikaBo i MKn
wonHa 6ynemo TyT cobi 6aBUTUCA | PO3MOBAATU. 3pO3YMiNo?

Nikap KpenBeH 3 JOKOPOM MOBEPHYBCA A0 Micic Mennok.

— Ox, cep, — 3abenbKoTiNa Ta, — He 3Hato, NPOCTO He 3Halo,
SIK Take Morfo ctatucs. Cnyru 3HatoTb MOPSiA0K. XTO CKa3aB —

MOHATTA HE Malo.

— HixTo Hi4oro He Ka3aB, — 3aaBuMB KosiH. — Mepi novyna, Ak 5
niaavy, i CaMa MeHe 3Hauwna, oT i Bce. Cnyrn TyT Hi 4O 4oro,
Mepnok.

Mepi 6a4mna: nikap KpeneseH cTpalleHHO HEBOOBOJIEHMN, MPOTe
He Ba>XUTbCH NepeyvYnTn CBOEMY MauieHTOBI. Jlikap BoaB
3aKJI0NOTaHOro, CiB Nopyd i3 KosniHOM i B3BCA paxyBaTu NOro

nyJbC.

— Twv WwocChb 3aHaATO PO3XBUJIIOBABCSA, Mil XJ10MN4e, a

XBWUJIOBaHHSA TOOI TiSIbKU LUKOAWUTb, — NOXUTaB BiH rOJI0BOIO.

— Akwo Mepi nige, To4i A cnpaBAi PO3XBUJIIOIOCSA, — FPI3HO
BignoBiB KoniH i noro o4i 3abnnwann. — 3 Hel 9 NoYyBakoCcs Ainwe.
1o peui, Hexawn cloau NpUHecyTb Yan — Mu 3 Mepi Han'‘eMocs 3apas
Yato.



Micic Mepnok i nikap KpereeH cTypboBaHO nepe3npHymncs,

npoTe BAIATUN HIHOr0 HEe MOT .

— Cep, BiH Taku BUrns4a€e ninwe, — HaBakunacsa obissatucs
Micic Meponok, — ane... — goaana, cninMasLLKX Ha cobi
HEeBAOBOJIEHU NOrNa4 Nikaps, — BiH | 3paHHA MaB HenoraHumn

HaCTpIiN, KOn 1i Wwe TyT He byno.

— Mepi 3HavnWwNa MmeHe BHOMI, i MU 0OBro po3mosnanu. MoTim
BOHa 3acniBajla MeHi iHOINCbKY KOJIMCKOBY i 4 3aCHYB, X04a 40 TOro
HIAK He Mir cnaTun, — piwy4ye ckasas KoniH. — ToMy i no4vyBaBcS
nobpe 3paHKy, 60 BucnaBcs. | HaBiTb NOCHIAaB. A 3apa3 X04y 4alo.
MoknnyTte gornsganbHUUo, Mennok. Hexam Hakpue Ham cTin. | He
bapiTbcs.

Nikap KpenBeH fo4yekaBca gornanasbHULi i MOTUXY AaB i AKICb
BKa3iBKW. [10TiM 3HOBY 3acTepir KosiHa: NOMy He MO)XHa baraTo
PO3MOBNATH, 6O BiH XBOPUN | NI€rKO BTOMJTIOETLCA — MOBJISAB, HE
Tpeba npo ue 3abysaTn. Mepi noagymana: He AUBHO, Wo KoniH yBeCb
YacC roBOPUTb MPO CBOI 60AYKN — NOMY X Be€3HaCTaHHO NMPO HUX
HaragyTb. e X TyT y3aTuca gobpomy HacTpoto?

Ta KosiH cboroaHi mMoBoAMBCSH 30BCiM iHaKLWe. BiH nuibHO
NOAMBUBCA NMPOCTO Y Bidi Nikapto KpenseHy i TBepa0 CKa3as:

— o6 BM 3Hann, nikapto: 9 xo4y npo ue 3abytn. A 3 Mepi MeHi
Le BoaeTbCA. TOMy BOHa byae crogm npuxoanTw.

Nikap KpeneeH retb po3rybuscs. BiH CnaHTenn4eHo ramnHyB Ha
Mepi, ska 3abunacsa y Kpicso 1 yrnponoBxX LiJ1oi pPO3MOBU He
npoMoBWAa i CI0Ba, ToAi nepesiB nornsg Ha HeborXka, TOAi 3HOB Ha
Mepi. "l YaM ua mana 3ymina Tak po3secenutu KoniHa? LLLo He
Ka>Xu, a BUrnga4 y xanonusa Taku ainwuvn. 'm, avBmnHa Ta n rogi”, —

nogymas flikap i MOBOJIi BUNLLOB 3 KiMHATW.



dornaganbHULUSA TUM YacoM MOCTaBWAa Tauto Ha CTONKK Bing

AVBaHy | TakoX niwna. KoniH )XBaBo MOrsisiHyB Ha CTOJIUK.

— 3Ha€EwW, MeHi pigKo KoM X04eTbCA ICTU. NepeBa>KHO BOHU AK
NPUHOCATbL ClOAW Tauto, TO Tak i 3abupatoTb, — CKa3zaBs BiH. — A
3apas... M, Ui 6ysioukmM TakK naxHyTb... O, BOHU e Tenni. bepuy,
yacTtyncs. | byaob nacka, po3ka)km MeHi Npo pagxy.

Po3pnin 15

Hi3gyBaHHA

Heropa 3aTpumanacsa y Mizenteenui e Ha Linnm TUKAEHb:
A0LWKnAo i gowmno. 3BiCHO, BCi Ti AHIi Mepi He Morna aHi BubpaTtncsa y
CBil1 NOTAEMHUNM caf, aHi nobayntuca 3 ikeHoM. OaHaK AOiBYMHKA
30BCiM He HyablryBaia: WOoAHA BOHa HaBigyBasia KosiiHa i BOHM
rogonHaMm po3MoBJISASIN — TO Npo IHAi, To NpPo NycTuLe, To NPOo
HikeHa, — 6aBMANCA, YNTaIN BFOJIOC KHVXKKW, pO3rasaaanm
BapBUCTI iNtOCTpaLii, AKX Y TUX KHMXKKaxX He BpaKyBasiio — i Yac
3/1iTaB HeNnoMiTHO. Kosin KoniH YMMOCh 3aXorJitoBaBCs, O4i y HbOro
nanasnaun, Ha WoKax 3'aBNABCA pyM'sHeLb — i BXe roai 6yno
MNOBIPUTW, L0 LLEN XJI0MeLb A0CIi AyMaB uwe Npo xBopoby. EanHe
L0 BiH TaK i He BCTaBaB 3 JliXKKa.

BpewTi BCi B Oy ANHKY 3MUPUANCA 3 TUM, LLO AiTU NPOBOASATb
YacC pa30M: HIXTO He YMHUB IM XKOOHUX nepewwkon. Micic Mepnok

HaBiTb MaJsia Npu4nHM 6yTK BOsSAYHOO Mepi.

— I'M, HEMa WO Ka3aTu: BIAKON TN 3 HUM CHA NOAPYXWUIa, TO
BiH MepecTaB OTO KOBEp3yBaTW, NMepecTaB Ha HaC KpuyaTu, niakaTu
3 HaMMeHLW ol aypHuUi. bo He pa3 Tak BCiX OBOAMB, LWLO Cnacu
Boxe! [lornagasbHULA BXXe HaBiTb X'Ti/la BCe KUAATW i TIKaTW CBIT
3a o4i, 60 He Morna 3 HUM BUTpPUMaATK. A Tenep Kaxe: "Ak mic Mepi

NOro HAHBYUTB, TO 40' Byay TikaTn? Han HAHBUYNTB!" —



nobpoayuwHo po3ka3syBaJsia BOHa. — Ta i TM He xTo-byab: BCTaTn
OTO Ccepef HOoYi i HUKaTWN, WyKaTu, XTo TaM nnave! To He BCAKUM bun

noTpague, — a)k 3acMifnacs i noxmrasna rojoBoto.

Mepi nuwe rnsHyna Ha micic Mennok, ase Hi4oro He ckasana.

Y po3moBax i3 KoniHOM fiB4nHKa BCce-Taku byna gyxe
obepexxHa i HaBiTb KOJIM Y HUX 3axo4usia MOBa Mpo cafj, BOHa He
npu3HaBasacs, Wo BXe 3Hanwna xBipTKy. Cnepwy Mepi xoTina
nepekoHaTucs, 41 KoniH — Tomn xsioneub, AKOMY MO>XXHa O0BIipUTU
Taky BeJINKY TaEMHULI0. Ane AK ue 3pobutun? Mepi we He
npuaymana. 3BicHo, i1 nogobanoca po3MoBNATY 3 HUM, BaBnTUCS,
>XapTyBaTw, asie Npo caj BOHa MOrJa roBopuTu amwe i3 Tum, y
KoMy B6yna 6 uinkoBuTO BNeBHeHa. 3 apyroro 60Ky, KoniHoBi Tak
npunasa A0 Aywi OyMKa, WO MOXXHa NoTankm 6baButuca y cagy i
HIXTO NpPO Le He 3HaTuMe, Wo Mepi BXxe 1 rotoBa bysa Bce nomy
pO3noBiCTWN. Anle TyT NOCTaBaB HOBU KJIOMIT: rapasf, AKLWO BOHU 3
HiKeHOM i 3MOXXYTb IKOCb AonpaBuTu KoniHa B cag — TO AK
3pobuTn e Tak, abun HIXTo 3 [OPOC/INX LbOro He BUSBMB? 3HOBY-
Taku: Mepi nobpe nam'aTana cnoBa JIOHAOHCBLKOroO fNikaps, Wo
KoniHy Tpeba skomora 4acTiwe 6yBaTu Ha CBi>KOMY MOBITPi — i
LMPO XOTiNa gonomMorTu xsonuesi. BoHa gymana cobi Tak: gKLWwo
BiH 6oOan pa3 ONMMHUTBLCA Yy cafy, AKLLO 3ani3HAETbCSA 3 [JiKeHOM i
MaJIMHIBKOO, TO Biapa3y 3abyne npo cBoi bongayku. Te, Ak
NPOryssiHKU Ha4BOPi MOXKYTb MOJIMWUTM caMonodyTTd, Mepi i no
cobi 3Hana. A HewogaBHO BoHa nobaymna BnacHe Binobpa>KeHHs y
h3epkani — i He nosipuia cBoIM 04aM. Ha Hel amBunacs
PO>KEBOLLIOKA YCMiXHEHa AiBYMHKA 3i >KBaBUMU O04MMa, a He bnige
HacyrnJeHe i HeBAOBOJIEHE CTBOPIHHA, AKe npuixasno ciogn 3 IHAil.
Hema wo n KazaTtu, ua gisdnHka nogobanacs in HabaraTo GinbLe,
HIDK KOoMwHA "A-Mic-Mepi-BiYyHO-NpoTK". MapTa TakoX Le

3aBBa>XWJa.

— O 6aumw, noracana cobi no cagax, CTana ninwe icTn — i BXe
He Taka XyAlLla, i IMYKO CH 3a4epBOHIN0. HaBiTb BONOCCHA, | TO BXe



He CTUPYNTb Ha BCi 6OKKM, a pa€'ca 3a4ecaTn, — 3a40BOJIEHO
cTBepawuna MapTa.

— Tak, g 6bayy, Bosioccsa 3MiUHINO | nigpocno. 41 i cama cTana
MiuHiWa, — signosina Mepi.

— Hy, Tenep Ha Tebe Muno csa noamemTn, — AO6POAYLUHO
npokasasna MapTa, po3dicyo4u ii.

MapTuHi c/ioBa 3ananuv AiBYMHLUI B Aywy. AKLWO caf, i CKakaska,
i npausa Ha 3eMi 4ONOMOI /N 11, TO HarNeBHO AOMNOMOXYTb i KoniHy.
Ane akwo KoniH Tak He NtobunTb, KON Ha HbOIO AUBASATLCA, — TO

ym 3axoye 6auntn [ikeHa?

— Yoro Tu cepauvwics, Koam Ha Tebe ANBNATLCA? — SIKOCb

cnnTtana y KoniHa.

— Cepaoxycsa? Ta g NpoCTO HEHABUAXKY, KOJIN HA MeHe
BUTPILLAOTLCSA, — BiAMNOBIB BiH. — Kosin 51 ByB e 30BCiM
ManieHbKN, MeHe 6panun Ha Mope. | 0Cb, K 3BMYANHO, A NIe)XXaB Y
CBOEMY Bi3KY, a BCi 03Mpannca Ha MeHe, MaJio LWNI He CKPy4yBau.
MaHi 3ynnuHAanNncs, 3aBo4AnN PO3MOBY 3 MOEID HAHLKOIO, @ NOTIM
nepexoannun Ha wenit. Hibn 9 He 3HaB, NPO WO BOHN rOBOPSATb: LLO
MeHi BXXe He[l0Bro imwmnioca. 4koCb 04Ha Taka NaHi niginwna,
rnorJieckaJsia MeHe Mo woui i ckasasa: "bigHa antmHa!"™ A 9 rosiocHoO
CKPUKHYB i BAapuB 1l No pyui. BoHa Tak 3n19Kanacs, Wo KMHynacs

BTIKaTWU.

— [MeBHO, BUpiWMAa, WO TN CKa3nBCA, AK 0TO cobaka, —
noxmTana rosiosoto Mepi.

— A wo meHe 0bxoanTb? Xan cobi AyMaE€ Lo 3aBrogHo, ane He
nneTe AypHULUb, — HaxMypusecsa KosiiH.



— [obpe, 4HOMY X TN TOLi HE HAaKpM4aB Ha MeHe, KON A
yBiMiLLI@ A0 TBOEI KiMHATW i BUTpIiLLMAacsa Ha Tebe? — NOCMixHyacs
Mepi.

— 3Ha€EwW, 9 nogymas, Wo ue coH abo npmBua. A SKUN CEHC

CBApUTUCA 3 MPUBMAOM? — MOCMIXHYBCSA Y BiANOBiAb KOJiH.

— Cnyxan, a AKLO0... @ AKWO we XToCb 3axoTiB 6u Tebe
nobaynTn... 0anH xnoneub... TM 6 i HA HLOro Hakpu4aB? —

obepexxHo cnutana Mepi.

KoniH BiKVMHYBCS Ha NOAyLWKY i MoayMas.

— B3arani € oguH xnoneub, Akoro s 6ys 6u pagun baunTn.
Xnoneub, SKNUN 3HAETLCA 3 NTALLKAMW i 1McamMn — [ikeH, —

NOBiJIbHO NPOMOBUB BiH.

— OXx, 5 BNeBHeHa, BiH Tobi cnonobaeTbcs, — 3paaina Mepi.

— SIKLWLO BXXe NTalWKKW NianycKaTb Noro oo cebe, To N MeHi
HeMa 4Yoro 6oAaTucsa. Moxxe, BiH i MEHe NPUPY4YNTb, AK CBOIX 3BIpAT,

— npoka3as KoniH, a Toai 3acmiaBcs.

Mepi yasuna cobi, sk KoniH 0To BU3MpPAE 3i CBOET KiMHaTU-HOPW
— i TaKOXX 3amnacsa HECTPUMHMM CMIXOM: Cripasgi, cnpobyn-Ho

Moro 3BiACYU BUMAHUTWN.

LLlo >, oaHe nNuTaHHA Mepi po3B'a3ana: KoniH He 60iTbCS
IikeHa, 0TOXX HeMa 4oro boaTucs i in.

BpewTi Bunoroaunocsa. Toro paHky Mepi NpoOKMHyacsa gyxe
paHo. [i po36yannm npoMeHi CoHUS, Wo NPobMBaNCA KpPi3b LUTOPW.
[iB4nHKa MUTTIO 3ipBanacs 3 Nixkka i nigbirna oo BikHa. BoHa

BiACYHY/1a WITOPW, BiAYMHUAA BIKHO — | B KIMHATY yBipBaBCS



CTPYMiHb CBI>XXKOr0 NOBITPS, HAMOEHOIO PO3MaITUMKM NaxXoLaMu.
Hebo Haa nycTuwem 6yno ynucTte. 3BiaycCinb AO0AMHANN NTALUWNHI
cniBn. Mepi BUTArHy1a pyKy Yepes BIKHO i NoTpMMasia Ha COHLL.

— Bxxe BecHa... BecHa! — papgicHO BMMOBWa AiBYMHKaA. — Bce
nige B pict. O-ox!

Mepi Buxunnnacsa 3 BikHa, »aaibHo Bbupatum y cebe uinowe
NOBITPS, @ TOAiI 3acMisnacd, npuragasLlln, SK XTOCb Ka3as rnpo

JiKeHa: Wo Ma€ 3a8941n HIOX.

— '™, Wwe Tak paHo, — MoBWJa BoHa A0 cebe. — CoHUE LLONHO
3inwno, a Hebo... 0 boxe, Ake Hebo! 4 we Takoro He 6aumna. | Hige
Hi 3ByKY. HaBiTb Ha KOHIOLWHI TMwWa. LlikaBo, a Wo TaM LIETbCA Y
cany? He Moy 4ekaTtm — Bixy!

BoHa WBMAEHbKO BAATNACA | 3@ AKNXOCh M'ATb XBUJIMH YXe
Bubirana 3 KiMmHaTW. YepeBnyKN B3S1a B PyKY, abu He 34NHATHK
ranacy, i B3ysacs BXe BHU3Y. ToAi 3Hsa NTAHLUIOXOK 3 ABepen,

Big4YMHMANA 1X | MOMYana.

Hapnsopi 6yno Tenno, noskona 6ysanm po3maiTi naxowyi,
3BiQyCiNlb IyHaNnu NTawwHi cniBu. 3a TOW TUXXOEHDb, WO AiBYMHKA He
H6yna HaaBoOpi, BCe 3a3eseHino, 3arpano bapsamun. Mepi cnnecHyna
y BOJIOHI i nigHANa ronosy — yropi 6yno yncte ceiTaHkoBe HebO,
OCBiTJ/IeHe coHUeM. [1iB4MHLi 3aX0TiNoCA i CaMin 3acniBaTwy,
3awebeTaTn Brosoc, 3JIMTUCHA 3 XOPOM P03 4iB, MAJIMHIBOK i
XXKaMBOPOHKIB, abu BUXJIIONHYTU L0 paficTb, WO nepernoBHoBaia
rpyaun. Bnepwe B xuTTi Mepi 3ycTpivana cxig coHus! lwe nis poky
TOMY BOHa 1 NnogyMaTun NMpo Take He Mora. 3axorJseHa, nigHeceHa,
BOHa 4YMMayX 6irna 4o NnoTaEMHOro capy.

— 9K TyT yce 3MiHUI0CSA, — MOBWJ1a BOHa, 3YNUHMBLUUCH Ha

XBWUJIbKY 1 PO3rnsafatoydm KBITHUKM i KyLLi Nobiv fopixxkn. — Ha



KyLaX po3Kpuancsa 6pyHbKK i 3'aBUANCA NNCTOYKK, a Nonig HAMU
BXXe | MOJIOAEeHbKa TpaBuyKa BUPOC/a, i KPOKYCU 3 Hapuucamm

3auBinn. Oro, cKinbku ix!

Mepi nobirna oo xBipTKKM i BXXe Mana ii BiG4YMHATN, KON panToM
NPOCTO Hapj Heto nNpoJsiyHano: "Kappp-kappp!" Big HecrnoaiBaHku
AiBYMHKA aXk 3apurHynacs. MigHana ronosy. Ha CTiHi cupina Benuka
BOPOHa 3 CMHIOBATO-4YOPHMM Mip'saM, WO aXX BUIMCKYBAJI0 Ha COHLL.
MTaxa Haxununacs, NJIbHO NOAMBUIACS HA HEl, a ToA
po3npocTepsia Kpuna i nepeneTina y caa. Mepi nogmnsmnacs v
yCnif, nepecTynatym 3 HOrM Ha Hory. "Hy wo in pobutn y cany?" —
HeBAOBOJIEHO NoayMasna Mepi. BopoHa il nakana i g4iB4nMHKa
crnofisanacs, Wo BOHa noneTina gani.

Mepi BigunHWNa XBIpTKY 1 yBiWNa gocepenHun. NMponwosLn
No CTexLi, BOHa 3HOBY rnobayunsia BOPOHY, ka 3py4HO BMOCTMIACSA
Ha Beplleyky absyHbKW i AnBUAaca Ha Hei 3ropu BHM3. Mepi
O3MpHylacs AOBKOJA, WyKakym, Yum 6u i mporHaTh, — i 3a
nepeBoM nomiTusia MakiBky likeHa. Xnoneub CXWIUBCA |
30Cepen)XeHo npautoBaB, TO 1 HE MOYYB, K BOHa niginwna. A
nopyd i3 Tpasu BUrNS4aN0 AKeCb pyae 3BipATKO 3 PO3KIWHUM
XBOCTOM.

— Ox, AikeHe! [likeHe! — BTiwnnacs Mepi. — | Konu Tn BCTUr?

LLLonHO TiNbKKM 3inWNo coHue!

[likeH BUNpOCTaBCA, YCMIXalo4nChb Bif Byxa [0 Byxa.

— Ta ge 6u 9 YyekaB, MOKW BOHO 3inae? 9 BCTaB KO LLe nease
CBiTasno, i Npunwos coam, o! — paaicHO BMMOBMB BiH. — A AK ngeu
BAOCBITa 4Yepe3 nycTuule — oTo Kpaca! Bce naxHe, byse, nTawkm
cniBatoTb, 64)KONM ryayTb. 1 CaM NOYaB WOCb HACBUCTYBaATH, AK
iwoB. HNHI coHUe MeHe HaniBAOPO3i A0 caay 3acTasno, 0. Jusn,

CKinbko Ty' poboTK, @ TN KaxkeLl...



Mepi npuknana pyKy 4o rpyaen, Hibn Hamaratlo4ncb BraMyBaTy

XBUJTIOBAHHS, WO NepenoBHOBano ii.

— Ox, OikeHe, [likeHe! — noBTOptoBasia BOHa. — A Taka
LWacamBa, LWo axk nosiTpsa 6pakye!

Pyne 3BipaTKO BMpilLInAO Binblue He XoBaTUCA y TPaBi i
niginwno no ikeHa. TMM 4YacoM BOpOHa KapKHyna, WyrHyna 3
Aepesa i BMOCTUNACA Ha nnede [ikeHa.

— JInBW, TO INCEHSA, — CTaB IX 3HAWOMUTU XJIOMELb,
nornagxxyw4du noro pyny ronisky. — BoHo ca Ha3mBae KaniTaHowM,
0. A 0oT0 — CMOJIbKa, — NOKa3aB Ha BOPOHY. — BOHM npunwinu 3i
MHoto. CMonibKa cobi neTina Bnepen, a KanitaH M4aB Tak, Hibu 3a

HMM CTO XOPTiB rHasno.

JluceHs i BopoHa, nobaumswn, wo [ikeH, iXHin apyr, Tak
NPUA3HO PO3MOBASE 3 Mepi, TakoXX NepecTtanu ii boatunca. Toai
BOHW BCiM TOBapUCTBOM Miwn ornagatu cag. CMosibka Tak i cugina
Ha rnJeYi X1onus, NOXNUTYIYUCh Y TaKT X04W, @ JIMCEHATKO CJIYXHAHO
ApiboTino nobiy.

— [unen' ctogn! — noka3syeas [likeH. — [unBK', CKiNbKO TY'
BCbOro BMPOCO... OTY'... i oTam! A nogmsun' ctoam-o!

BiH onycTmBCa Ha KoniHa, abu ninwe po3amenTnce, Mepi Takox
npucina nopy4 i3 HUM. Ha ubOoMy KJNAaNTUKY NaHyBaJIN KPOKYCU —
hioneTosi, X0OBTO-rapsyi, 3050TaBi. Mepi Haxununacs i Ha pagowax

LislyBasia KOXKHY KBITKY.

BoHun 066iranm winum cag no Kifbka pasis — yce He Morau
HaAWBUTMCS | HaTIiWKWTMCA. YacoM axx 3abyBanu, wo Tpeba
FOBOPUTM MOLLENKN — paaicTb NepenoBHoBaia ix 1 o06oM xoTinocs

KpuydaTtu, wob yci novynn: cag npokuHyscs! BiH oxxuB! BiH xxusunn!



[ikeH Nnoka3yBaB OpYyHbKM Ha TPOAHLOBUX IMJIKaX, AKi MUHY10r0
pa3y 34aBasMcsa BCOXAUMK. 3-nig 3emi npobunacsa cuna-cuneHHa
HOBUX MapoCTKIiB, OTOX NPO HUX TakoX Tpeba byno nopbaTtun. OiTn
CXUNANCA 00 3eMi, BOUXAIM HA NOBHI rpyan BeCHSAHI MaxoLu,i,
pPO3nyLlyBaan 3eMJ1t0, MPOMOoJIoBaNn KBITWU. Po3nawuini, pagicHi,
CKYMOBI>XEHi, BOHW HEBTOMHO MpaLoBasiv y CBOEMY cafy,

3rybuswn ik yacy.

Llen paHOK nMpuHic iM Wwe oaHy HecnoaiBaHky. OCb Yepes CTiHy
nepeneTina MasieHbkKa YepBoHOrpyaa nrtawka. Oitn sigpasy
BMNi3Ha/M ManunHiBKy. Y A3b06i BOHa Hecsla AKyCb rany3ky. Ane Ha
LLen pa3 BOHa He nigneTisia Ao HuX, He 3awebeTana 3agepukyBsaTo,
K Ue 6yso paHilwe, a WBMUAEHbKO NypXHYysa NOMiXK rycte rnaeTmso
rany33s — i 3HMKAA. | TinbkK-HO Mepi BAWxHyna nosiTps, wob ii

3aKJINKaTKU, 9K [iKeH NpuTbMOM 3aTyJIMB i PyKOIO poTa.

— Ywwiw, He pywcs, — BUMOBUB BiH NoLwlenkn. — BoHa

3aKJlafae€ rHizgo. 9k Mu ii CNoJslIoxaeM, BOHa €A nepeHece aeiHge.

BoHu 06epeXxHO onycTMANCS Ha TpaBy | 3aBMepJIN.

— Konm nTawkm rHi3ayTb, TO BCbOro ¢ 60aTb. Y Ton 4ac ix
JIerko crnosioxaTu, — nosicHoBaB [ikeH. — 9K 306a4nTb HAC
613bKO Bif rHi3ga, TO BCe NOKUHE i NoneTuTb AeiHae. Ta 1 4acy B
Hel 3apa' HeMa Ha 3abaBun, TOMy 1 He NpuieTina Ao Hac. Cuan TNxo:
yaBU, WO TN Kyl abo gepeBo. 9K MannHiBKa €A Nokake, To A Tak
TUXEHbKO 3aliebedy — gam in 3HaTK, WO M He Byaem ca nNxaTu 4o

rHiszpa, Hav ca He 60ITh.

Mepi KMBHy1a roJI0BOIO, X04a He 30BCiM po3yMiNa, fK ue —
CTaTU KYLLEM 4/ OepeBOM. HeBXe Ha Hiht MatoTb 3'ABUTUCSA 3eNeHi
nmMcTo4kn? Ane [likeH roBopmB Tak, Hibu ue 6yna HansBuYarHiwa
pi4 Ha cBiTi. ToMmy Mepi Bupiwnia NOMy NOBIPUTU | HE CTaBUTKN

3aMBUX 3aMnTaHb.



— Bauwww, BiAKoOM CBIT iCHY€E, NTaxn HaBeCHi byaytoTb cobi
rHi3ga, — TUXeCeHbKO po3noBigas BiH. — Jllogsam Tohi ninwe He

NMXaTuncH.

— Cnyxan, [JikeHe, Konu Tu po3Ka3yeLl Npo nTaxis i Npo rHizaa,
MeHi Bigpa3y X04eTbCs 3a3UPHYTU, AK TO MHI3L0 BUTNS0A€E, —
6naranbHo NpowenoTina Mepi. — [aan ninwe npo iHwe
norosopuM. Mato wock Tobi po3kasaTw.

— TBos npaBpa, — noroamecs AikeH. — To WO Tn XoTiNa MeHi
po3KasaTu?

— [ikeHe, Tn 3Haew npo KoniHa? — rnasHysia Ha HbOro

NiBYMHKaA.

HikeH 3Q1BOBaHO NigHAB 6poBw.

— A Tn? — nepennTas BiH.

— 9 noro 3Hanwna. | uinmm TXaeHb, NOKKN 0TO AOLLWIIO,
npuxogwuna A0 Hboro i Mu cobi poamosnsanm, basmnucs, Yntanu. BiH

Ka3as, Wo 3i MHOto 3abyBae npo xBopoby, — Bianosina Mepi.

[ikeH nonerweHo 3iTXHYB.

— Hy, HapewTi, — BuMoBuB BiH. — [1o6pe, Wwo Tn 3Haew. Tenep

MeHi cTano nerwe. He o610 3 YUMCb KPUTUCS.

— A 9K Xe caf? 3 HAM TU TaKOXX He Xo4yell KpUTuca? —

CTPMBOXXEHO cnuTana Mepi.

— He, npo capn 9 Takoro He Kasas, — BIAMNOBIB xJi0NeLb,
3anepeYyHo NoxmTaswu ronosotn. — Cag — TO AK NTalUMHE THi34o.



XT0 61 Npo Hboro po3banakysas? A 3 KoNiHOM iHaKLle, TU XX caMa
PO3yMi€ELL.

Mepi Bignsarno Big oyui.

— A 9K Tu goBigascs npo KosiHa? — nocnuTasia BOHa.

— Ta Npo HbOro BCi 3HAtOTb. BCi 3HatOTh, WO MicTep KpenBeH
Ma€ CUHa-KasiKy. | BCi TaKOX 3aTAMUAN, WO BiH HE NtobUTb, KoK
Npo ue roeopaTb. Jlloaam noro wkoda. Micic KpenseH byna Taka
MWUJa XiHKa, i BOHW ntobunu oaHe ogHoro. baymw, micic Mennok Bce
3yNMHAE'CA B HAaC BAOMa, 9K ige Ao TeBenTy, TO  FOBOPUTL MPO ue 3
MaMolto. Hac BoHa cs He 60iTb — 3HAE€, WO BMIEM TpUMaTK A3MKa 3a
3ybamun. Ta n MapTa Bnosigana: nepenmanacs, 60 T B4yysa noro
naad i posnuTyBasa ii. A BoHa He Morsa Tobi ckasaTu, o.

Topni Mepi foknagHoO po3nosinia nomy, AK Wykana KosiHa,
onucana Noro KiMHaTy i caMoro xJonus.

— KaxxyTb, MicTep KpeBeH He MO>Xe Ha HbOro ca AuBuTK, 60
MasMn Ma€ MaMUHI o4i, — MoBUB [likeH. — lNMpuxoanTb 0O CUHA

TiINbKN AK TOW CMNTb, YABNSAELL?

— J[ymaewl, BiH xo4e, wob KoniH nomep? — npowlenoTina Mepi.

— Ta He! [le Tu Take BYyNna? — piwyde 3anepeyms [likeH. — BiH
cs 60iTb, WO B XJ10MNUSA CKOPO BMpOCTe ropb, TOMy He rogeH Ha
HbOIrO CA AMBUTW. [NeBHO, AyMaE€: ninwe 6mn Manun B3arani cA Ha
CBIT He 3'ABNISB, IK MAa€ CA My4YUTU. A TaK BiH NPUBO3UTb NOMY 3i
CBIiTY BCAKi 3abaBKU, KHWXKWU — TO Npasaa. TiNIbKO LLO caM Bif CUHa
Tika€ — xTO Take 6a4mB? Hawa MaMa BCe Kaxke, L0 XXOAHi 3abaBku

He 3aMiHATb OUTWHI TaTa.



— Tak-Tak, KoJsliH MeHi BCi Byxa NpOTYpPKOTiB TUM ropbom, —
nigxonuna Mepi. — Ka)ke, LLO He BUTPUMAE i MOMpe, AK TiIbKU
LOCb HAMaLLAE Ha CruHI.

— Hy neBHO, SKLL0 OTO WiAMMK OHAMU NeXXaTu i AymaTu Npo
6onsaykmn, To i 300poBuN 3acnabHe, — NOXMUTaB rosI0BOIO [liKeH i

norJiagumB JINCEHA, AKe Nigiiwo A0 HbOro i No4Yasao JIJaCTUTUCS.

ﬂKbe MWUTb XJioneub nomMoBY4aB, ONBJIAYNCH Ha 3BipﬂTKO.

BpewTi nigHAB ronosy v 06BiB NOrns40M cag.

— A namM'aTtaew, gk Ty' 6yno cipo, 9K M1 NPUALLAK Clogn
Bnepwe? A Tenep ameu! HaBiTb CTiHW, | TOI CKOPO He byne BUAHO —
reTb 3es1eHb 3acTynuna. Po3yMi€eLld, npo wo a9? — cnuTas BiH,

NUIbHO AMBASIYUCH Ha Mepi.

[iBY4MHKa 3ax0nJeHo BigKpwuaa oui.

— JlikeHe, T MONIO4ELLb, — LUBUAKO BUMOBMIA BOHa. — A 1

CaMa npo ue aymala.

— Hy BnacHe: Tpe' npueesTu noro croan. Ham ca noamBmnTb Ha
KPOKYCWU, Ha TPOSHAMW, TO NepecTaHe wykKaTu B cebe ropb, —
pilwyye cTBepamB [ikeH.

— Tw npocTo npo4mnTas Moi AyMKu! Big nepLuoi po3MoBsu 3
KoniHOM fa TinbKK Npo ue 1 Aymatr, — pajicHo Bunanaunia Mepi. —
€0VHe, W0 MeHe UiKaBUTb, TO e YX 3MOXKe BiH TPUMaTU TaEMHULLIO.
A apyra pidy — 41 BAACTbCS O0MPaBUTU NOro crogum Tak, abu HixTo
Hac He nobaumB. 3peLwwToto, KosliH MOXKe BificnaTn cafiBHUKIB, abu
ByBa Hac He nepecTpinun. AKLLO0 Len xsoneub 3axoye BubpaTnca Ha
NPOrysIiHKY, TO HIXTO He MOCMIE NOMY MepevynTn, — MoBUa
AiBYMHKA, npuragaswu, K KoniH po3MoBnisaB 3 siikapeM KpenseHoMm

i Micic Mepnok.



IiKeH rnagamB INCEHS | XUTaB ro0JIOBOO Ha 3HAK 3rogu.

— lonoBy fato: To NOMY Jlinie NoMoXKe, K BCi Ti slikapi 3 IXHIMK
niryskamu, — MoBuB BiH. — Hal ¢ no6aBuTb 3 HAMK, Hal CH
NOAUBUTL, 9K TY' BCe LUBITE€ — TO N NOKUHE AyMaTu Npo CBOI

6ona4km, xiba He?

— Xo4y nonepenuntun: KoniH moxxe To6i BuoaTUCA A€o GUBHUM,
— PO3BaXkJIMBO CKa3ana Mepi. — 3BicHO, BiH 6baraTo 4yoro 3Haeg, 60
Ma€ Kyny KHUXXOK. 3aTe HiYoro He 3Ha€ npo nyctuuwe, 60 60iTbcA
BUXOANTW HaaBip. | fapma, 60 To 3HaMeHUTUN nikap 3 JlIoHAoHa
noHang yce paaus oMy ByBaTun Ha CBI>XKOMY MOBITPI, OT. Ane
pPO3MoBiAb NMPO 3a4YMHEHNN caf Tak npunasa nomy 0 Ayuli, Wwo BiH
HeramHo XoTiB KNMKaTu cnyr, abu noro Tyau 3aHecnu. 1 nease
NOro nepekoHana, Wo Hauninwe TpuMmaTn BCe Y TaEMHMUI, B0 Tak
bynemMo MaTu CBil NOTaEMHUI caf. KoniH pafo Ha ue npucTas.
MNpaBaa, NOKN LLO A He pPo3roBijsia NOMY, L0 XBIPTKY BXXe 3HangeHo:
BiH rafia€, Wo A oTo Ii WyKato.

— Bce: M1 Mycmmo 1oro crogm BUTATHYTU, — MNPUNHSAB pilleHeLb
[ikeH. — Han TinbKO CKaXxe — 4 Bigpa3y npunay i 4onpasito Noro
Bi3oK. On, Mepi, ameun: Nokn Mmu Ty' 6anakaem, MasnHiBKa CTpax AK
npayte, — Nnokasas BiH pykot. — OH, 3/1eTiNla Ha TiJKy,

NPUANBAAE'CA, AK Jinwe nokaacTu npyTuk. O, TpuMae B A3b06i.

Xnoneub NOK/IMKaB NTALLUKY AOBIrMM NPOTAXHUM CBUCTOM.
ManuHiBka noBepHysia roniBky i 3MpKHyna 3 uwikasicTio. MpyTuka,
npoTe, He BunycTuna. likeH narigHo 3arosopms A0 Hel:

— Lo ue Tn ca 3aaymana? Xiba He BMiI€LL rHi300 BUTU? BMiewl,
e N gK BMiewW. MNTawkm we cqa 3 anus He BUWIYNJIaTb — a BXe TO
3HalTb. Taka Balla npupoaa. [le xo4 Nnoksaau Ton NPyTMK — BCe
AHo byne pobpe. Knaaw, mmna, knagu, Hema vacy, abu 'ro
MapHyBaTW: BECHa.



— OX, Ik rapHoO Tu 3 Helo roeopuw! — ycmixHynacsa Mepi. —
30BcCiM K beH Be3sepcTad. BiH TakoX 3aBxaun 3 Heto becinye, a

BOHa TilLNTbCSA, NypXa€ AOBKOJIA HbOrO.

IlikeH 3acMisiBCs, a ToA4i MOBIB AaJli.

— Twn He 6incsa, Mmna, MM 40 TBOrO rHi3ga CA He NXaem, —
3BEPHYBCS BiH A0 Ma/nHiBKN. — Mu oTo cnammo cobi kono tebe — i
Bce. baunw, mn 1 cami cobi Ty' 3BUAN rHi3fo: obkonanum Bce,
obcagunnun. To TM TaKoXX Hac He BMKa3yun, byab nobpa.

JNomoBunnca?

Mo4yBLIV Le, MaJInHIBKa SNl e BUPAa3HO NOAMBUIACA HA HUX
CBOIMUN O4YeHATaMU-HAaMUCTUHKaMN, NpoTe A3boba BCe 0QHO He
po3Kkpwuna, wob He BuNycTuTK NpyTuK. Ane Mepi byna nesHa:
NTalWka 4y40BO BCe 3p03yMifia i Hi3alwo He BUKaXKe IXHbOI

TAaEMHNLL.

Po3pgin 16

"He npuigy!" — ckasana Mepi

Micns oowoBOro TUXXHA y aiten 6yno baraubko poboTn, 60
KpiM KBIiTiB, CKpi3b 3'aBunoca mope byp'aHis. logomy Mepi
noeepHynacsa nuwe wob wemaeHbko noobigatn i 3HOBY BIrTn y caa.
[iBYnMHKa BXXe pyLUMna A0 CBOEI KIMHAaTU BOSATaTUCSA, aJie B OCTaHHIO

MWUTb 3ragasia Npo KosiHa: BiH, NEBHO, Il YEKaE.

— MapTo, nepekaxxu KoniHy, Wo 3apa3 Mato Kyny pobotu B
capy, TO He 3MOXXY A0 HbOro NPUNTU, — KMHyNa 3 nopora MapTi.

MapTa 3n9Kanacs.



— 0-0x, Mic Mepi, 9K BiH Brage y rHis, To He 3Hato, WO 3i MHOIO

3p0buTh. Hy IK 1 NOMY Take CKa)y? — BUMOBMW1a BOHA.

Ha Mepi ue He BnanHyno, 60 Koro-koro, a KosliHa BoHa He
6osanacs, AK ycCi TyT, — Le no-nepue, a No-gpyre — HiKOIN 1
HikOMYy He 0o3BonsAna coboto KepyBaTu.

— Hivoro BiH T06i He 3pobuTb, — He3BOPYLLUHO NoBesa 6poBoto
AiBYMHKA. — f XK CKa3asia: 3apa3 He MO)XXY, MeHe 4YeKaE€ [likeH, — i

nomMmyana.

Moobiai BOHM 3 [likeHOM Le 3aB3ATile B3AaMca Ao npaui. Aitn
nepexoaunu Big QiNAHKW A0 AiINSHKW, NPOMOJIOBaIN KBITHUKW,
obpizanun TpoaHAaM i oepesa, ToAi B3AAUCA ix obkonyeaTun. Mepi
npawtoBasa HapiBHi 3 xnonuem: [likeH 3axonmse 3 AOMY CBil 3aCTyn |
Tenep BOHW MOr/n 3Maratucs. Ta HaBiTb MOMpU iXHi 3ycunna, capg,
BCe OOHO He BTpayaB CBOro 4apy: LOBKOJa BCce BysAno, K y Ka3ui.
TyT MapHO 6yno WyKaTn NiCTPUXKEHUX KYLLIB, PiIBHECEHBKUX asien
4 aKypaTHO HAaCUMaHUX KBITHUKIB. [1iTV 30BCIiM LM He
nepeManucs. IxHiM 3aBoaHHAM 6yno He gaTu 6yp'sHaM 3arayLWwnTu

KPOKYCU, MiACHDKHUKN, Ninel Ta iHWi KBiTw.

— [OuBn, 0To — A6NYHS, @ TO — BULLIHSA, — NMOKa3aBs [likeH, Konn
BOHW B34/1Mca obkonyBaTn aepesa. — A OH TaM nonifg CTiHO —

nepcuku i cnmen. CKOpPO BOHWN TaKOXX 3aLBITYTb, YSBASEL?

Mepi rnaHyna Bropy v yssusa: noepesa y UBITi i Ha 3eMi KUIuMm
i3 KBITiB. YynoBo!

MNMokwn fiTn NpautoBanu, nMceHs i BOpoHa 3abasnanuca cobi
nopyy. ManuHiBka TakoXX YaCTEHbKO MNpoJiTajsa Hagd HAMK, afe BCe
nocniwana 40 CBOro rHisga, ToX Ha 3abaBu 4acy He Mana. A oCb
BOPOHa 4ac Bif Yacy po3npasnsania Kpuna n obnitana caa. MoTim
noeepTanacs, cinana nepen [likeHoOM i Kapkaia — gonosigana, wo



yyna, wo bayuna. Xnoneub yBa>KHO BUCJIyXOBYBaB 1i, nepennTyBas.
Ta akocb [likeH Tak 3axonuBcs poboTOor0, LLO HE MNoYyB Il YHeproBux
HOBUH, TO CMOJIbKa Cijfla NOMY Ha nsieYe i iereHbKOo yuWurHyna 3a
BYXO CBOIM Ba>XKUM [3b000M. [likeH 3aCMiAiBCS | MyCUB 3yNUHUTUCS,

o6 NpUNHATK 3BIT.

MoTiM BOHW BMpIiWWAN TPIWKK Bigno4nTn. [ikeH cis cobi nig
[epeBOM, BUTATHYB 3 KULWeHi AyOKY | TuxeHbKo 3arpas. Ogpasy

3'aBunnca oBi 6inkn — cnycTnamcs nocnyxaTu.

Topai AiTv 3HOBY B3aamcsa 0o poboTtu.

— Oro, sika TV MOLIHa, — MOBWB XJI0NeLb, ANBASAYUCH, K Mepi

Konae. A giB4MHKa i cnpasai HiIbu 3abyna npo BTOMY.

— Tak-Tak, ckopo Tebe nepexxeHy, — yCMixHysiacs BOHa. —
Micic Mennok BXe MyCUTb KynyBaTu oaa MeHe Binbli nnatra — y
CTapi He BNa)ky. MapTa Ka)e, WO 1 BOJIOCCA Y MeHe Migpocno i
3pobunocsa rycTiwe.

— Ara, To6i nacye, — nobpoayuiHo nporys [ikeH.

CoHue BXe XMnmnocs A0 3axoy, Koauv ATy rnpoLasuncs.

— 3anosigae'ca panHa noroga Ha 3aBTpa, — MOBUB [likeH,
KMBHYBLLM FOJIOBOIO Ha 3axig COHUsA. — A npunay BaoceiTa, 60
poboTu gocTa.

— 4 TakoXX, — BignoBisia Mepi i pywnna oo XBipTKW.

LiBunHKa Ymumayxx nobirna goaomy. Ii nepenosHoBasa pagicThb.
Mepi xoTisioca noainnTnuca yciMm 3 KosiHoM, XOTiNoCcsA po3noBIiCTH
NpPO SINCEHS i NPO BOPOHY, MPO Te, Lo Tenep LIETbCA Yy cany —
neBHO, Lie nomy cnoaobaeTbcA. [liBYMHKA CTPISIOKD NpoMYasia no



cxopax i B6irna oo KimHaTu. TaM i B>XXe HeTepr/isye Yekana MapTa.
BoHa 6yna Heabusak 3aHENOKOEHaA.

— Wo cTanoca? — cnutana Mepi, 3ynMHMUBLUNCHL Nocepes

KiMHaTHn. — 9K Konin? LLlo BiH cka3aB?

— Ox! — ckpywWwHO noxmuTtana ronosoto Mapta. — Jlinwe T06i
6ysi0 noro HasigaTh, KON OTO KJMKaB. bo K s MoMy BNoBina, Lo
TV Miwa HaABip, TO BiH Tak cs 06pa3us, WO MU 00 BEYOpa He
MOI N NOro BTUXOMUPUTU. LLLOXBUAWHM 3UPKaB Ha NMOAUHHUK i

nnTaB, e TW.

Mepi cepanTo CTUCHYNa rybu. Lle BXxe 3aHaATo. 3 AKOro ue
AvBa KoniH BMPIWKMB, LLO MOXe i HaKa3yBaTu, AK OTO ciyraMm? Tex
iLe pag>ka sCHOBEJ/IbMOXXHUN 3HaNLWOoBCA! AAK)Ke, 3apa3 BOHa BCe
noknuHe — i cag, i [likeHa, i N1MCeHs, i ManuHiBKY — Ta NobiKnTb

noro possaxaTtu. A a3ycbku! Tenep Hexamn rnovekae...

MpaBay Ka>ky4n, Mepi NpoCcTo BCTUrNa 3abyTu, KOO
HelwonaBHO Oyna BoHa cama. CKaxiMmo, Ko y Hel bosiinia ronosa,
TO BOHa TakK KoBep3yBaJsia i gonikasna cayram, Lo HeBOOB3i i BOHK
B>XKe TpMManucs 3a ronosy. Jlinwe togi mic Carib ctaBano nerwe...
Ane BigToai Mepi 3mMiHMnacs, y Hei 6yno NoBHO crnpas, TOX

CBaBIJIbHICTb i NpuMxK KosiHa 1l NpoCcTo gpaTyBasu.

[iB4YnHKA We Tpoxm noxogusaa no KiMHaTi, 36mpatoyncs 3

AyMKaMun, To4i Taku BUpiLInaa NiTY NOPO3MOBAATY 3 KONIHOM.

Xnonusa BOHa 3acTasla B JIbKKY. 3a3BM4ai yaeHb BiH CUAIB Ha
AVIBaHI 3 KHWKKaMW, a TyT fiexaB, HaTArHyBswmM Ha cebe KoBapy i
HaBiTb He MOBEpPHYB roJ1oBun y 1i Bik. Mepi e cuibHile CTUCHYNa

rybu i ctana Hag Ni>KKoMm.



— MpwuBiT! TK 4Yoro He BCcTaew? HesxXxe Linnn AeHb oTak

npoJsiexxaB? — crmMTasa BOHa, AVUBAAYUCH NOMY Y BiMi.

— 3paHKy A nigeiecs, 60 4yekas Tebe. A 0o obigy 4YekaB! —
BiKa3aB BiH 06parkeHo, BiaBepTato4YnCb. — A Tu He npunwna, oT! Y
MeHe po3boninacs cnunHa, i ronoBa JIyCKae, To U CKa3as, wob meHe
nepeHecnn y ni>xko. le X tn byna?

— 4 npautoBana y cagy. Pasom 3 [likeHoMm, — Bignosina Mepi,
crnoiBatoynch, WO 3ragka npo [ikeHa AKoCb MOro 3aCrnoKoITb.

MpoTe Ha uen pa3 Hi [likeH, Hi cag He Bbynu 34aTHI BUBECTU
KoniHa 3 TOro cTaHy, y SKoMmy BiH nepebyBaB LiNiCiIHbKNIA OEHb.
Xnoneub we 6inblie po3apaTyBaBCA.

— Akwo byaew yBecb YacC TiKaTu OO HbOrO, @ TyT
3a/IMWaTUMYCb CaM, TO HakaxXy [likeHa i 6/1M3bKO 0 MAETKY He

nianyckaTn, 3p03yMifnio? — rHiBHO 3as1BUB BiH.

Mepi WKnpoKo BigKpwuaa odi. Takoro BoHa He crnofjisanacs.

— 3aTaM: AKLWO BKeHelw [likeHa, To 1 MeHe binblue HIKon He

nobaunw. He npunay i Kpan, — Xo0N04HO BiApi3asna BOHa.

— UWe n gk npungew! — cCKpUkHyB KosiH.

— 3 akoro ue gmea?! HaBiTb aymaTtun 3abyab! — KpukHyna y
Bignosiab Mepi.

— 3 AKoro amea? A oCb 3 AKOro: CKaxxy cayram — i cunoto tebe

npueenyTb! Cunoto, Yyew?! — axk HeTAMUBCA KoniH.



O6sm4y4sa Mepi ckam'saHiINo. BoHa NOBiSIbHO NigHANA FOMIOBY i

4iTKO NMpoka3ana:

— Tinbkn crnpobyin! BOHM MOXXYTb MeHe Cloan NPUTArHyTH, ane
roBopuTn 3 ToOH6OK — Hizawo! HaBiTb AMBMUTUCS Y TBIN BiK HE CTaHy.
3p0o3yMiB, ACHOBEJIbMOXXHUNN pPaaxo?

LLlo n ka3aTwn, BOHM Bynn BapTi 0gHe O4HOro, Ui ABOE
BMepTIOXiB. 34aBaJI0CH, LWe TPOXN — i MOYHEeTbCA CripaBXHs bika
HaBKyna4ku. NeBHO, Tak BOHO i cTanocs 6, akbu KoniH 6ys
3p0poBuin. Ane obpasun, aKkummn BoHn obcmnanm ogHe 04HOrOo, 3a
CWJI010 He MOCTYyNasnNCsa Kysakam.

— Tw... T gyMaew Tinbkun npo cebe! Eroictka! — KnMHyB KoniH,

XanHyBLUW POTOM MOBITPS.

— Cam Takun! — He 3anmwmnnacsa y 6opry Mepi. — Eroictu
3aBXXAUW Ha3MBalOTb eroicTaMu BCiX, KpiMm cebe. Hy 3Bn4ainHo,
nocutb 6yno 3 Toboto He noroanTucs, To 9 — eroictkal! Hy i xan! A

TW Ha cebe nogmeuca! BinbLIOro eroicta A B XUTTi He bayunna!l

— He 6a4nna? A [likeH TBin xT0?! Ta BK 3 HUM 060€ 0AHAKOBI!
Miwnn cobi, 6babpatoTbcsa B 3eMNi — a Nexxy TyT CaM-CaMiCiHbKun!
OT1o BXe pobpanuca — eroicTu 3 eroicTiB! — po3gpaToBaHO

BUrYKHYB KoniH.

Mepi cnanaxHyna.

— He cmin Tak rosopuTin npo [likeHa! — CKpUKHyJa BOHa. —

BiH... BiH Hanninwwun y ceiTi! BiH Ak aHren! Moro sci nobnaTs!

— Dobpun cobi aHren! — rnymnmneo nepekpmem KoniH., —
Akmnce obipBaHeub 3 nycTumal



— 3Ha€ELW, ue y TUCAYY pasiB Ninwe, Hi>XK 3apo3yMinnm paaxxa 3
Ma€eTKy! — ogHMM MaxoM BigTana Mepi.

3 KOXXHUM ii HanagoM KoniH yce 6inbwe po3rybaioBaBcs.
Takoro cnpoTumBY BiH He 4YekaB. [JocCi-60 HiXTO i CIOBOM He Ba>KMBCS
nomy 3anepeynTin. BCi noro BMMorn HeranHo BUKOHyBasinCA. A TyT...
BpewTi xnoneub Big4yB cebe reTb NOKUHYTUM i CAMOTHIM. LLle 6
nak, MOro He po3yMinu, He cnyxanan, He »kaninu! BiH BiaBepHyBCA i

Mo MOro LWOLLi MOKOTWMAcsa Cabo3a.

— Bce oaHo, T 6e3coBicHa, — XaniCMBO CXJINMHYB BiH. — A
TYT Nnexxy, xgopuin. Y meHe pocTe ropb. | 1 ckopo nompy. A Tn

Kpun4nw Ha MeHe...

— Mompelws? He rosopun aypHUUb! — cepanTo BUryKHyna Mepi.

Bia o6ypeHHsa B KoniHA MUTTIO BUCOXIN CNbO3U. TaKOro nomy
e He O0BOAWIOCS YYTW.

— OypHuULi?! — CKPUKHYB BiH, LULMPOKO BigKpMBLLIN 04i. — Lle
TO6I oypHWMLIi?! BCi 3HatOTb, WO S NOMPY, @ TU HAa3MBa€ELW Le
aypHuuero?!!

— bo Tak BoHO i €! — Bigpybana Mepi. — Tu nobuw npo ue
rOBOPUTMN, NPOCTO XBasmwcs, 60 xo4vew, wob Tebe xaninn! Akbun Tn
ByB XopoLwWunM x0MueMm, To 1, MoOXKe, | nosipuna 6. A Tak... TOPOUMLL,

abun nepep Toboto BCi Biranun!

Y rHiBi KoniH 3abyB Npo CBOO XBOPY CMUHY i 3ipBaBCA 3

NOAYLLKMW.

— 3abupancsa! N'eTb 3 MOEI KiIMHaTN! — KPUKHYB BiH, @ TOAI
CXOMMB NOAYLIKY i XOYpHYB y AiBYMHKY. [MpaBaa, CUInN y HbOro He
6yno, noaywka Bnana Mepi nig Horn. Ane in i Toro 6yno oocuTb.



— A nigy! — BUrykHyna BoHa, 3MipaBLUX NOro nornagom. — |

Binbwe cioan He nosepHycs!

Mepi pBy4KO Cxonunacs 3a KJsMKYy, ane we obepHynacs,
noxmTaJsia roJiIoBoOK i CKa3ana:

— A A cTinbkn xoTina To6i po3kasaTun. [likeH npueiB 3i coboto
NINCeHs i BOPOHY. | B cany Tak rapHo, Bce usiTe... Ane Tenep Hi4oro
He no4yeL!

HiB4MHKa Bunwna, 3a4mHmnna 3a coboto asepi — i B Kopupopi
MaJsio He 3iTKHysacs 3 gornsaganbHuuero. Ta SBHO ciyxana IXHIO
po3MoBy. Mepi nigHANa ronoBy: gornananbHMUa cMmignacs. Lle byna
MOJIoZla 300pOBa XiHKa, AKa, X04 i npautoBasia TyT, HacnpasAi
30BCiM He nbuna gornagatn xsopux. A KosniH 3 1oro npymxamm
TUM BinbLle HIKON He BUKJIMKAB Y Hel Hi CMiBYYTTS, Hi cMMnaTil.
TVM-TO BOHa 3a HaMeHLUOl Haroam cnmuxasa noro Ha MapTy 4n we
KOrocCb 3i Cnyr.

— 3 KOro BU Tak CMieTecA? — HacyrnsieHo cnutana Mepi.
HornapanbHnUA He ayXke in nogobanacs.

— 3 koro? Ta 3 BaC ABOX, — CMIlOYUCb BIAMOBINA XKiHKA. —
Hobpe Tn nomy Bunmncana, ox, sk nobpe. Bu Taki noaibHi... Ane onsa
HbOro To Aobpe — MOXe, nepecTaHe Tak cebe xanitn. bo TyT HiIXTO
i choBa NoMy He cKaxke. dkbu B HbOro byna Taka cecTpa, 9K Tn, TO

CKOPpO BigiB4naa 6m Noro CKUranTu.

— To BiH He nomMpe? — Bupiwwnnia 3'acyBatn Mepi.

— A, banaykun, — MaxHysa pykoto gornsganbHuysa. — Akbu He
Ti icTepuku, To i xBopiB 61 MeHwWwe. A To goBoauTb i cebe, i Hac...

— UWlo Take icTepuka? — cnutana Mepi.



— CKOpO MOoYy€eLl, — nMoxXmuTasa rosoBOK AOrNafganbHULA. —
Iymato, nicng Toro, wo T nomy Bunosina, 6e3 ictepnkun He
0bigeTsbca, ue To4Ho. oMy HalMeHLwoi ApibHULI focuTb, abu cebe
HAaKpPyTUTKN, a TyT... Ane BCce oaHo: nobpe, wo 6onam pas B XUTTI
rno4vys npasay!

3anmwmelun gornsgansHuuo, Mepi niwnia no kKopnaopy.
HacTpin 6yB ykpan 3incoBaHmin. Tenep in 30BCiM He Byno wkKoaa
KoniHa: BOHa Tak 6baraTo xoTina noMy po3roBiCTH, BXXe HaBiTb
36bupanaca poBipuTn Hanbinbly TAEMHULIO — @ BiH OH AKURA... Hy
L0 XK, Hexan KncHe cobi y CBOIN KiMHaTI, HEXal XBOPIE, HEXaM
CKUIINTb — He BaynTnm noMy capy sk BracHuUX Byx 6e3 n3epkana!
Binblie Hi cyioBa Bif Hel He MoYye, paaxka HewacHun! Tak Nnomy i
Tpeba!

Y KiMHaTI Ha Hel Yekana MapTa. [iB4MHKa po3Kpuia poTa, abu
po3Ka3saTun in yce, ane MapTa il Bunepeania, NnokasasLUM PYKOO Ha
CTiN. TaM cToANa AKacCb AepeB'sHa CKPMHbKa — BOYeBUAb, AiBYMHI
CTpalLeHHO KOPTIiJIO pO34AMBUTUCS, WO TaM, asie BOHa Teprisye
YyeKasia, NOKK nosepHeTbCHA Mepi.

— Maew nogapyHok. To mictep KpenseH T0o6i npucnas, —
orosiocuna MapTta. — TaM KHMXKKW i LWe LoChb.

Mepi i3 34MBYBaHHAM NoAuBMAACSA Ha CTisl, @ To4i 3ragana, gk
MicTep KpenBeH 3anuTyBaB, 4uM in 6yBa Yorocb He Tpeba. [iB4nHKa
HeTeprnas4e BiAKPWUIa CKPUHbKY i BUTAMNa 3BiATaM KiJibka 4y00BUX
KHW>XXOK MNpOo cafu i Npo KBiTU, 3 PO3KiWHUMU intocTpauisaMn. Taki,
AK y KoniHa... e y CKpuHbLi 3HanWnmncsa 3abaBku i ManeHbKUin
NUCbMOBUIA Habip — i3 3010TUMN MOHOFPAaMaMUM Ha KOXXHOMY

ﬂpe,EI,MeTi, 30J1I0TUM NnepomM Ta HYOPHUIbHULLEIO.



Yce BoHO 6ysi0 Take rapHe, Take bapBucTe 11 Becene, WO Ha
cepui B Mepi notennino. BoHa 30BCiM He cnoAiBasacs, Wo MicTep
KpenBeH namMm'sTaTume rnpo iXH pO3MOBY...

— 3Ha€LW, 3apa3 Hanuwy nnucTa Mictepy KpenBeHy LM rnepowm,
— BTiWeHO MoBMWa BOHa MapTi. — Xo4y nomy nogskysaTu. Tifibkun
nMcaTMMy NMACAaHUMIN NiTepaMn — BOHU B MEHE BUXOLATb JiMnie, Hix

APYKOBaHI.

Akbu OiB4MHKa 0TO He nocBapwuiacs 3 KosliHoM, To Bigpa3sy
nobirna 6 xBannUTuca nogapyHkamum. BoHn 4yntanm 6 yronoc HoBi
KHWXKW Npo capg, basuanca 6... A Tak... Mepi 3HOBY 3ragana IxXHto
CBapKy i Hacynunacs.

MpoTe uinum Bedip AiB4nMHKa Hi Npo Wwo binblie He Morna
aymaTun. BoHa npuragana cobi, ak KoniH npu3HaBecA i, Wwo
Hanbinbwe 60iTbCca cTaTh ropbaTuM. Pid y TiM, WO BiH BUNagKOBO
nigcnyxas po3MoBy Micic Mennok 3 gornsaganbHuuero. BoHa
Ka3aJsia, Wwo y noro 6atbkKa, MicTepa KpernBeHa, CrHa BUKPUBUIACSH
AKpa3 y gecaTupivHomy Biui. KoniH B6mB cobi Le B rosoBy i BeCb Yac
noTanmkm obmauyBaB xpebeT. Xsoneub HIKOMY MpPo Le He

pO3MoBifas, TiSIbKN 1.

"Hy Tak, BiH LM AeHb Ha MeHe 4yeKaB... HaneBHo, 6yB

obpa)KeHWN... i CTOMNEHWI... i, MabyTb, 3HOBY Hi MPO LLO He AyMaB.,
TinbKM Npo cBoi 6onayku..." — gymasna Mepi, NPoxoaKy4ncb No
KiMHaTI.

BpewTi AiB4MHKa 3ynnuHMIacA i 3aMUCIeHO 3yrnuHuia nornsag Ha

nBepsiX.

— lMeBHO, 3paHKy Taku Mmigy... NOAUBAIOCS, K BiH, — Barat4umcb
BMMOBW/1a BOHa. — HaBiTb... HaBiTb SKL0 3HOB 3aNyCTUTb B MEHE

noaywkoto... Bce ogHo, Tpeba nitw.



Po3pnin 17

KoniH Bnagae€ B icTepuky

HesnoB3i MapTa npuHecna se4epto. Mepi WBNAEHLKO
noBeyepsna i niwna cnaTtn, 60 3a AeHb Aobpsaye HaToMUacs. Bxe
3acuHato4m npobypmoTina cobi nig Hic:

— 3paHKy uwe Tpoxu nonpautoto 3 [likeHoM, Toai npunay
NocHigato, a ToAi... Toai nigy Hasigato KoniHa.

Ane BucnaTtucs im He Baanocs. Cepepn HoYi OiBYNHKY po3byams
NPOHN3INBUN BEPECK — BOHA axX NMiacTpmbHyna Ha nixky. Lo ue?
XT0o ue? byno 4yTHO, K No kopugopy 6irnu cnyru, Sk rynanun geepi.
Mepi npoTepna oui.

— Ue KoniH, — moBwuna BoHa Oo cebe. — lNMeBHO, He Mir crnaTu, a
Tenep y Hboro ictepuka. Xax! Tenep po3ymito, Npo WO rosopusia

JornananbHULLA.

[iB4MHKa BXXe He AuByBanacs, wo KoniHy 803BoAS/ M pobutu
BCEe WO 3aBrogHo — abu TiNIbKN He 4yTu Lux Kpukis. Mepi 3aTynuna

Byxa, 60 i a>X MypawKun NonoB3/11 rno ChvHi.

— Tpeba wocb 3pobutn, — 6yboHina BoHa. — Lle roai

BUTPUMATU. MoXe, NiT A0 HbOro?

Ane pani giB4MHKa nogyMmana: akuwo KosiH y>xe pa3 il BUrHas,
TO 3apa3, Koau BiH AoBiB cebe A0 Takoro cTaHy, TM b6inblwe He
cxo4e 3 Heto roopuTu. Ane wo pobutn? Llen Bepeck 3pateH byab-
KOro gonposagauTu 0 wany... BpewTi Mepi po3cepannacs — BOHa
BXXe nlagHa byna posipBaTu xJ10MusA Ha WMATKW. [iB4MHKaA

3icTpubHYNa 3 NiXKKa i TynHy1la HOrolto.



— 3aTKHITb NOMY NesnbKy! — KPUKHYa BOHA, ANBASIHMCH Ha

ABepi. — 3ynuHiTb noro! IHakwe s noro no6'o!

TyT BOHa no4vysa y Kopnaopi Ynicb LWWBUAKI KPOoKW. [ Bepi
BiAYMHMUANCSA | 0O KiMHaTwh Bbirna 6niga pornaganbHuus. 3apas in

AABHO OyN10 HEe [0 CMiXy.

— CnyxaMn, y HbOro icTepmka, — LWWBUAKO BMMOBW/Ia BOHa. — BiH
Tak cebe OoBIB, L0 HIXTO HiYOro He MoXKe BAIATU. XoaAun, OUTUHO,
cnpobyn. Moxxe, xo4 Tebe BiH MOCNyXaE.

— BiH B>XXe pa3 BuUrHas meHe. He xo4y! — Bigpi3zana Mepi, 3HOB

TYMHYBLLW HOIOHO.

[AnBHO, ane Tenep XiHka yCMixXHynacs.

— 3Haew, a Bxe 6yno nogymana, Wwo Tn 319Kanacs i
cxoBasiacsa nig kosapy, 60 Takoro NpUCTyny B HbOrO e He Byno, —
CKa3asna BoHa. — OTo0 nign i nobpe Moro BUCBapm — Moxxe, Toai
npunge 0o TAMWU. IHWoOro smxony He 6ady. Xoau, ANTUHO,
CKOPEHbKO.

Mepi 3amByBanacs, WO Taka 340p0Ba XiHKa npunwia npocuTn
y Hel gonomoru. Ane AiB4MHKa CaMa BXXe He MOrsia BUTPUMyBaTU L
BEPECKN, TOMY LWBUOEHLKO HaKNHya Ha cebe xanaT i nobirna,
BUNepeausLLn gornagansHuUo. Mok nobirna oo asepen, 1o
Habpana Takoi 3710CTK, WO NagHa byna Noro He Te WO BUCBApPUTH,
a pnobpsade signynuoBaTu. [liBYMHKa yBipBasiacsa B KIMHaTY i CTana
Hag Ni>KKOM. KoniH HaBiTb ii He Nob6a4vnB: BiH HECTAMHO BMB i TOBK

KyJlakaMu NOAYLLKY, 3aKOTUBLLW OMi.

— ARy npunuHu!!l Komy ckasana!ll — 3 uinoi cmnm KpukHyna
BOHa NPOCTO MOMY Hapj BYXOoM. — HeramHo npunuHn! HeHaBnoxxy



Tebe! Bci Tebe HeHaBnaAaTb! OT 3apas nigem yci 3Bigcn — a ™™

Kpu4n, Kpn4un, nokun He nycHeww!!!

Mo4yBLIN Take, KosliH Bia HeCcnoaiBaHKM a>< NioCTPUOHYB i
NOBEPHYBCA A0 Hel. Burnag y xnonusa 6y NpoCTO »Xax/IMBUA: Bif,
nnadvy o6m44a axk 3anyxso, o4di reTb NOYEPBOHINW, BiH XanaB POTOM

nosiTps, 60 BXe nense gmnxas. Ane Mepi byna HeBbnaraHHa.

— Cnyxan: akuwo noyyto Big Tebe we 6oaam oanH 3BYK, TO
TaKO>XX 3aKpuyy, Ta Tak, wo Tobi Byxa no3aknaga€. 3p03yMmiB? —

3aaBuia BOHa, AUBJISYNCH VOMY Y Biui.

Xnoneub CxavnyBaBs i nwe nynas o4Ynma. BiH B6yB retb

3HECUIEHUN | BeCb TPEeMTIB.

— 9 He MOXXy! — NpoLenoTiB BiH, KOBTato4M C/ib03n. — He

MOXY... HE MOXY!

— Moxew! — BurykHysna Mepi. — lNpunuHun Lo icTepuky,
BpewTi-pewT! OTO TBOA XBOpoba — icTepuka... ictepuka! —

3aTynoTisla Horamu.

— Y MeHe... y MeHe pocTe ropb... 1 Hamauas! — neaBe BMMOBUB

KoniH i 3HOBY 3aMLWOBCS MJayeMm.

— He Mir Tn HiYoro HamauaTn! — cepaouTo BigTANa nomy Mepi.
— Xan T0obi rpeub, HiYoro B Tebe Hema! B Tebe — icTepuka!
IcTepuka, 3po3ymis?!

HiB4nHUi cnogobanocs ue coBO i BOHa yBECb YacC MOro
noBToptoBasia. 3pewwToto, BoHa 6a4vunna, wo KoniH npucayxascs |
NOTPOXY BraMOBYBaBCH.



— Miginaite ctoon, — 3BepHysIaca BOHa A0 AOra4asIbHULL. —

MiginaiTe i NOKaXiTb MeHi NOro CrnHy!

HornagansHunus, micic Megnok i MapTa cTosanm nNpu ABepsx i He
3BOAMN 3 HET 04ei. Big nepensky BoHW nease BopyLwnam rybamum.
HNornaganbHUUS BUABUIACA HAUCMINMBILLOKO | pywinia Brepea.

KoniH 3HOBY CXJINMHYB.

— He 3Halo, 4K BiH AaCTb, — Baralo4y1ch, NpoKa3asa BoHa.

KoniH rno4vyB Le i MOBEPHYBCA A0 Hel CNVHOI0.

— M-nokaXxiTb in! H-Hexan nobaunTb! — BUMOBUB XXaniC/IMBO.

XKiHKa nigHana copoyky xsonus i Tak Tpumana, a Mepi
cXunmnacs i 3ocepenrkeHo B3snacs obCcTe)xyBaTun NOro XyaeHbKy
cnuHy. [liB4MHKa obmauyBana KoxxeH xpebeub, Ta Tak NOBa>kHO,
Hibn 6yna TMM 3HaMEHUTUM NliKapeM, SKOro 0TO BUKJINKANN 3
JloHpoHa Ha ornap nauieHTa. JornaganbHULA MUMOBINBHO
yCMixHylacs i BiaBepHya rosoBy, wob He noba4vme KoniH. Y KiMHaTI
3anaHyBana Tuwa, nmwe 6yno 4YyTHO CXBUJIbOBAaHE CanaHHS
xnonus. Mepi Kinbka pasis npomMauana CnvMHy 3HU3Yy Joropu — i

BpeLwTi TpiymdanbHO 3asaBuna:

— 4 K Ka3ana: HeMa TyT aHi ropba, aHi HaMMeHLWoi r'yibKKn!
TinbKnM nonaTkM oTO CTUpYaTb. MeBHO, iX i HamMmauaB. Kaxxy Tobi we
pa3: Ha Tobi BCi pebpa BMAHO, 60 XyAlOWNN 9K TUYKa, aJie HISKoro
ropba aHi 6,1m3bko Hema! A Tenep 3aTam cobi: AKLLO We pa3 Big
Tebe Take no4yto, To po3cMitocsa Tobi B inue! Bee!

KoniH wnpoko Bigkpme o4i. Moxe, aKbun BiH MaB i3 KM
NoA4iIMTUCS CBOIM CTpaxoMm, ToO He goBoamB 61 cebe 00 Takux O0TO
cTaHiB. Akbun nopy4 byna noavHa, aka 6 oTak, 9k Mepi, 4iTKO
NOSACHWMa NOMY, WO BiH Cam Buragye cobi xsopobu, a noTim He



CNUTb HOYaMW | TOMY BCTa€ po3buTunm i 3myyeHunn, To He 6yno 6 i
LMX HIYHUX icTepuk. Ane gopocni, cepep SKux BiH pic, abo noro
bosanucs, ak cnyru, i pobunum Bce, abu Tinbkn He Kpuyas, abo

NPUXO AN MOAVUBUTUCA HA HbOIO JinULLEe TOAi, KON XJioneub CNuTb
— SK Ue B34B 3a 3BUYKY pigHMiN BaTbko. ToMy KoniH 3anuwaBcs
CaM-Ha-caM 3i CBOIMM XBOPOOAMBMMU (haHTa3igMu, AKi NOro naKanm
i 3HecunoBanu. | noro Bubyxm nnavy nuwie BUABAAIN Le, Ta HIXTO
He Mir nomy 3apaguTtu. | TyT U OiBYMHKA, 3 AKOIO BiH ynepLue
HaBYMBCA BaBUTUCSH, CMIATUCA | KapTyBaTW, pillyye 3a89BASAE, WO BiH
30BCiM He Takuil XBOpUNn, K NOMY OTO 34a€TbcA! | xou Mepi
rosopwja LOBOJI CepanTo N rocTpo — Y Il CsloBax xJjoneub pantoMm
Bio4YyB NpaBay. Y HbOro 3'aBmnacya Hagis!

— 'M, 9 1 He 3Hana npo rop6, — 34MBOBAaHO BUMOBMA
aornapanbHMUA. — MeHi BiH HIKOIM He npu3HaBaBcs. A 6 nomy
Bigpa3y Cka3aJja: CrMHa B HbOI0 piBHA, HIYOro TaM HeMa, HaBiTb
npuwmka! Xiba wo cnabka, 60 3 nixkka He BUIa3nUTb. HacoM HaBiTb
Ha OMBaH He X0o4e rnepexoauTu.

KoniH xanHyB poToM NoBiTpsA n 06epHyBCA 00 Hel.

— Bw... B/ NeBHI? — BUMOBWB BiH, ONBJIAYUCH 111 Y Bidi.

— Tak, cep, — cTBEpAWUIa AOrNsaalbHULS.

— Hy, 3po3ymiB?! — BurykHyna Mepi, HabpaBLwwiun y rpyam
NnoBITpS.

KoniH noBisIbHO OMyCTUBCA Ha MOAYLIKY — i 3 04eln 3HOBY
NOTEKIN CNbO3U. Ane Ui CNbo3U MPUHOCUIN NOMY MNOJIerUeHHS.
BpelwTi xnonewub NoOBepHYB rosIoBy A0 AornagasbHULi i 3 Hadi€l
CnuTaB:

— Bu... B AymaE€Te... 1 3MOXY... 1 6yay XXUTU? — BUMOBWUB BiH.



| pornaganbHUUS, NPOCTa XiHKa, ManXe A40CNIBHO NoBTopuia

Te, WO CKa3aB 3HAMEHUTUIN NIOHLOHCbKWUI JliKap:

— Cep, aKWo BN NnepecTtaHeTe cebe AOBOONTY A0 iCTEPUKH,
AKLWOo byneTe BUKOHYBaTU Te, WO KaXKyTb, | AKOMora binbLue yacy
NPOBOAUTWN Ha CBIXKOMY MOBITPI, TO 3 BaMu BCe byne rapasg, g

neBHa.

KoniH 3M'aK. BiH moBosii 06BiB nornagom KiMHaTy, Hibn Bneplie
il no6ay4me, TOAi BUTATHYB PYKY i NpOoCTArHyB Mepi. [liB4MHKa

nigHsaNa o4i — i NoTUCHyNa ii. BoHM noMupunancs.

— Mepi... 4... 9 nigy 3 T06010 rynaTn, AKLWO... — TyT KoniH
BYaCHO cnam'aTascs, 60 XOTiB Cka3aTn "...9KLWO0 3HanaeL
NOTAaEMHUN caf", i 3aBepwnB: —...aKwWo [ikeH 3abepe MeHe 3BiacK
Ha Bi3KYy. A1 Tak xo4y noba4ynTtn [likeHa, i N1nCeHs, i BOPOHY...

AdornapansHUUA nepecTenusa NixkKKo, rnorpasuia NoAyLLKY,
ToAi npuHecna rapayoro 6ynbnoHy anga KoniHa i gna Mepi. ity 3i
CMakKoM 1roro smnuam, 60 nicna BCix noain B 060x NpoKNHYBCS
ronon. Micic Mepnok i MapTa, nobaymBLuK, WO B KiMHaTI HApeLUTi
HacCTaB CMNOKIiN, TUXEHbKO BUCAU3HYN Yy Kopuaop. JornsagansHuus
TakoXX pano niwna 6 3a HUMKU. Monoay XiHKY 3Maras COH — BOHa
pa3-y-pa3 no3ixasa, no3upatoym Ha Mepi. [liB4MHKA TUM YaCcOM
NPUCYHYa Kpicenko 6amx4de 0o nixkka i rnaguna KoniHa no pyui.

— WTn cnaTn, OUTUHO, — cka3ana in gornsganbHULS. —
CnogiBatocs, BiH CKOPO 3acHe, TOA4i i A N>y B CYCiQHIN KiMHATI.

nNown.

Mepi Haxununacsa Hag KoniHom.

— XoveL, 3acniBato Tobi KOJIMCKOBY, AKOT HABYMIACA Bif HAHI?

— rnowernkKuy CcrnnmTtaJla BOHa.



Xnoneub 1ereHbKo CTUCHYB 1l L0JIOHIO.

— 3acnisan, 6yab nacka! — nonpoxas BiH. — Toai s Bigpasy
3aCHY.

— 4 noro 3akonuwy, — 3BepHynaca Mepi oo gornaganbHuui. —

MoXxeTe NTu, AKLL0 Xxo4yeTe.

— J[obpe, — BTiWMIAca Ta, — ajie AKWOo 3a NiB ro4ANHU BiH He

3aCHe, TO nokJsim4yewl MeHe.

— lapasp, — sigka3ana Mepi.

AK TinbKK gornananbHUUA 3a4nHUNa 3a coboro aepi, KoniH
cka3as Mepi:

— Twn 3Ha€wWw, 9 MaJsio He 06MOBUBCH, asie BY4ACHO CMNUHUBCH.
Cnyxan, 9 B)Xe reTb 3aCUHalo, asie xo4dy cnmtaTu... Tn Kasana, wo
MA€ELl LiKaBi HOBUHW. MoXKe... MO>Xe, TV 3HaNLJla NMOTAEMHUINA can?

— 3 HA i€ BUMOBUB BiH.

Mepi rnaHyna Ha Noro XygeHbKe JIN4KO, YepBOHIi 3anyxJi o4di — i
Il cepue retb po3TaHyJo.

— Tak, 30a€TbCH, 5 3HAtO, AK TyAn NOTPanuTXU, — Npoka3asna
BOHa. — Cnn, a 3aBTpa Tobi BCe pO3KaXxy.

KoniH a)x 3aTpeMTiB BiJ XBUJIIOBaHHS.

— Ox, Mepi, Mepi! — BMMOBUB BiH. — 4 Big4yBato: KON
noTpano Tyau, TO XXUTUMY LOBro-gosro! A MoXke, 3aMiCTb
KOJIMCKOBOI, onuuleLl MeHi, 1K TW noro yasnsaew? MNMam'ataew, gk

TOo4i, KON MeHe 3Hanwna? Toai s Bigpa3y 3acHy.



— Jlobpe, — Bignosina Mepi. — 3ansoL oui.

| Mepi TXeHbKO po3noBigana, NoraazxXXyym Noro no pyLi:

— lMeBHO, TaM yce 3a3es1eHiNo... 3auBisin NIACHDKHUKHA,
KPOKYCW, HAapUUCH... i Cad 0XKuB... 60 XX BeCHa, BeCHa... ManuHiska
3Hanwna cobi napy... i 6Byaye rHisgo... A CKopo 3auBiTyTb A0/yHiI... i
C/WBW... | NEPCUKMW... | TposiHAW... Ix Byne 6araTo-b6araTo... uine
MOpe... Mope KBITIB... YABNSEW? — cnuTasia BOHA, 3a3Mpatoyn Nomy

B OUi.

Ta KoniH B)XXe cnas.
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"He Tpe' mapHyBaTn 4acy!"

Micna Tiel 6ypxnmBoi HoYi Mepi He 3Morna NPUATN BAOCBITa Y
can, 9K gomosnanacs 3 [likeHoM. [liB4MHKa npocnana.
MNMpokuHynacs nuwe Konm MapTta npuHecsa CHigaHokK. Big Hel Mepi
noBiganacs, wo y KoniHa 3paHKy 3'aBunacs rapsydka.

— Bbo TiicTepuku BCce €A TUM 3aKiH4YylOTb, — MoOXuTaJsia rosoBoto
AiBYMHa. — 9K 0To BMMOTaB cebe gopew T, To xiba Moxxe 6yTu

iHakKLwe?

Mo4yBLK Le, Mepi BioKNana N0XKyY.

— 'M, @ T\ NOro AK MUIEHbKOro BTUxoMupwusna. TifIbKO AVUBUBCSA
To6i B poT. To X Tpe'! A we Takoro He 6aynna. Mu BXe Tak Cs
b6osann, Tak ca 6oann... A Tv npuAwna i Bigpa3ly Aasa 3 HUM paay.
3HaE€EL, Halla MaMa BCe KaXke: K LiTAM Hi4o' He J03BoNATN — 31e,
a K BCe O03BONIATN — We ripwe. A TM Noro npuyapysana, He
iHakwe! BiH npocTo nponagac€ 3a Tobot. Cnyxan, 9K 9 0TO



BUXOAWNA Bif HbOro, BiH Kaxke: "MapTo, byab nacka, nonpocu Mepi,
o6 BOHa A0 MeHe npunwna, gobpe?" Yyew? "byab nacka" i
"nonpocun”! Ta BiH 3poy HIKOro He NPOCUB, TiSIbKN KPUYaB i
Haka3ysas! To wo, nigew? — cnutana gani MapTa.

— He 3Hato, B3arani a 36upanacsa 6irtm oo likeHa, —
3aBarasacs Mepi. — Hi, cnovaTky Taku nigy o KosniHa i cKkaxy
NOMY... 1 3HAIO, WO NOMY CKa3aTu, — panToM Mo>XBaBuach

NiBYMHKaA.

Mepi Baosrnacs i niwna o xnonus. KoniH nexas y NiXKY,
6nigunin, 3HeCUNeHNn, TinbKK oudi ceiTunncA. NMoba4vmnswn, wo Mepi
BOpaHa y NanbTeyko i KanenLwoK, BiH nwe CYMHO 3iTXHYB, a

BroJjioc CKka3sas.

— 3Ha€ewW, a ayxe TilWycs, Wo TU Npunwna, cnpasai. Y meHe
Tak 6onnTb ronoe.a, i BCe TiNO HME. A TW... TU Kyauck 3ibpanaca?

Mepi niginwna 6amx4e i CXnnnnacsa Hag NiXKKOM.

— KoniHe, 1 nosro He 6yay, — CNOKINHO CKa3aJsia BOHa. —
3apa3 igy 0o [ikeHa — BiH BiJ paHKy YeKae, ajle CKOpPOo NOBEPHYCH.
KoniHe, 3po3yMin: ue... e NoB's3aHo 3 MOTAEMHMM CagoM.

O65m44a xonus BMUTb MPOSICHINO, HaBiTb 3'ABUBCS NErkumn

pyMm'aHeLb.

— OX, HeBXxe?! — BUIrykHyB BiH. — CnyxaW, BiH MeHi Lisy Hiy
CHUMBCSH, Haw capj. Ty po3nosigana, Wo Tam, NeBHO, BCe 3a3e/1eHino,
i MEHi cCHMnocsH, Hibu cToto Nocepen caay... MMCTA WENeCTUTb...
NTalWKW CniBatoTb... [apa3n, a nexaTumy n yasnatumy cobi, wo

TaM LIieETbCA, a TU BiXKW.



Yepes n'aTb xBUAnH Mepi Bxxe byna y cagy 3 [ikeHoM. JlnceHs i
BOPOHa, 3BiCHO, KpyTuUaMca nobid, ase Ha uen pas xjoneub Npueis
3i coboro iwe aBox npupydeHnx 6inok.

— HwnHi 3paHa A npuixaB Ha MOHI, — cKa3aB BiH. — To hanHun
Monoauin xxepebeub... Ha3mBae'ca bpnkca. A TUX 0TO ABOX MPUHIC Y
knweHax. OTa ca Ha3uBa€e MocTpo3ybka, a oTa — ByxaHbKa.

Jlnwerb 6inkn Novynum CBOT iMeHa, Biapa3sy CTPUOHYNM XN0onueBi
Ha nnevi: FocTpo3ybka Ha npaBe, a ByxaHbka Ha nise.

Mepi i [likeH cinuv nig AepeBoM, IMCEHS CKPYTUIIOCHA KaJlaYMKOM
no6i4y, CMonbkKa BMOCTMNACS Ha risigi, a FocTpo3ybka i ByxaHbKka
KpyTunucsa 6ing Mepi — obHioxyBanm, 3HanomMunncs. Mepi we AKycb
MUTb 3 LIKaBICTIO CriocTepirana 3a 3BipATamMu, a ToAi ctana
po3nosifatu [likeHoBi, Wo Biadynocs B OyanHKY Micns Toro, sk
BOHW MOMPOLLAJINCA, | HOMY He 3MOrla NPpUNTK y cafj 3paHky. [ikeH
LMPOKO BiAKPMB 04i i cTypboBaHO HaxMypuscA. [iB4nHka ba4vnna,
O NOMY CTpalleHHOo wKoaa KosiHa. Konm Mepi 3akiH4mnna,

xJioneub NigHAB roaoBy, NOrasHyB Ha HeBO | CXBMILOBAHO BUMOBUB:

— [OwuBn, Mepi, Mu Ty' Cobi CNAMMO | YyEM, K NTALLUKW CMiBalOThb,
OVBUMCSH, K JIMCTOYKU CS PO3MYCKalThb... 4K NPUXOAUTb BECHaA, TO
3pa€'cq, Hibu Linnn CBIT 0)KMBA€E. A K BOHO BCe naxHe! — rnmboko
BTAMHYB CBOIM KMPMNaTuUM HOCOM NOBITPA. — A Ton, Bifaka, nexuTb
3aKpUTUN y KiMHaTI | cBiTa BoXoro He 6a4nTb. OTO i Ni3yTb B roJI0BY
BCAKI CTPaXiTTA, OTO | KpU4NTb HOYaMU. A aKbn mu 'ro crogm
BUTAMIA... HAW NOAMBWN'CA, HaW MOCJIyXa€, NOAUXAE MOBITPAM, Hal
norpie'ca Ha COHeHbKY, TO i CTpaxu Aecb cA NoAiHyTb. Cnyxan,

Mepi, HaMm He Tpe' MapHyBaTK Yacy. Tpe' Bxe 3a To ca bpaTn.

Konn [likeH xBuatoBaBCcsA abo YMMCb Ay>Ke 3aXOorJtoBaBCs, TO Y
HbOIoO CUAbHIWe NpoburBanacsa NOpPKLWMPCbKa roeipka. B3arani BiH

HamMarascCs CNifKyBaTK 3a CBOEK MOBOIO, W06 Mepi Mmorna ninwe



noro posymitu. NpoTe AiB4mHUI Tak cnogobanacsa [ikeHoBa
rosipka, L0 BOHa i CaMa nepeunwina Ha Hel.

— Agd', Mycum cA CnilwnTn, — CePMNo3HO BUMOBWUIIA OiBYNHKA,
XUTHYBLLWX ronoBoto. Lle o3Hayvano: "Tak, 3BiCHO, HaMm Tpeba

nocniwaTtn".

HiKeH WNpOoKo yCMixHyBCS: we 6 nak, ua MaseHbka NaHsaHKa
HaMaraeTbCA rOBOPUTU NO-NOPKLLUMPCbKOMY! Xfioneub BigBEPHYBCSH,
abu He 36uTn Mepi 3 AyMKW.

— 3apa' g Tobi ckaxy, o Ham Tpe' 3pobuntn, — BeNa BOHA
nani. — Tn ayxe ca cnogobas KoniHoBgi. BiH x'TiB Tebe 306a4nTn, a
Wwe Xx'TiB cA 3anisHaTn 3i CMObKOIO | KaniTaHoM. AK €A BepHY 40
HbOIr0, TO CMMTAlD, YN MOXKHA, abu TN NPUNLLOB BXXe B3aBTpa
3paHa... i MpuBIB CBOIX 3BIPAT... | TOAI... AK TYy' B)Xe BCe 3a3eJIeHi€ i
3a4He UBICTW... TO Bi3bMeM MOro y Bi3OK i BUBE3eM HaABip... i BCe

NOMY TY' MOKa>keM.

Mepi a)x 3anuwanacsa. Tak 6araTo BOHa LWe HIKON He
roBopwa No-nopKLLINPCbKOMY. Tenep, KON BOHa 3aBepLuunna,
[ikeH naB cobi BONO 1 YCMiXHYBCS Bif Byxa 00 Byxa.

— Ly>xe cdanHo B Tebe BMXOANTb, CNpaBAi. 3HAELW LWO?
Morosopu Tpoxa NMO-NOPKLWNPCbKN 3 KOMIIHOM — TO NOro HarneBHO
pO3BeCeNnTb. A siK BiH Csl MOCMIE, TO NOro Hiska xBopoba He roaHa
byne B3aTK, TO 9 TO6i Ka)Ky, — Beceno NpomoBmB [ikeH. — Hawa
MaMa BCe KaXke: K XTO cMi€'cs 6oaan niB roAvHN Ha A€Hb, TO

TakKOMYy aHi TU( He CTpaLLHUNA.

— Hy, T0O 2 BXe HUHI 3 HUM nobanakato, — 3acmisnacsa y
Bignosiab Mepi.



HiBYMHKa He Ay)Xe XOTina nosepraTuca B OyanHOK — y cagy
B6yno Tak rapHo, a TyT iwe 6inkun ii 06cTynunu, mosbun He Barkatoum
BianyckaTu: FocTpo3ybka BY4enunacsa 3a nojis naaTtTHa, a ByxaHbka
CTasia Ha 3afHiX nankax i He gasasia NponTu. Ane X Il YeKkas
KoniH... Mepi we pa3 obsena nornsagom cag, nornpoanacs 3

[ikeHOM i nonpsiMyBasia 40 XBIpTKW.

TiNbKN-HO BOHa yBiLWNa A0 KiMHaTK, KONiH BTAHYB HOCOM

MOBITPSA — 30BCIM TaK caMmo, K [ikeH.

— YuM T naxHew? — 34MBOBAHO cnuTaB xsaoneub. — Lo ue 3a

naxowli? BoHn aKicb Taki... NPOX0OJI0A4HI... | N'AHKI Hapas.

— To 3anax nycTuwla, i Tpasw, i KBITiIB, — yCMixHynacsa Mepi. —
A cupina nig nepesom — pa3oM 3 [likeHoM, i KaniTaHoM, i
CMonbkoto, i FocTpo3ybkoto, i ByxaHbKO, OTO NaJIbTEYKO i MaxXHe.
3Ha€ELW, AK COHEHbKO MpUrpie, To HaaBopi Tak ca pobuTs hanHo,
BCe UBiTe, BCe NaxHe.

KoniH 341MBOBaHO MISHYB Ha Hel, a ToAi 3aCMiaBCS.

— Oro, gk T1 roeopuwl! 4 we Takoro Big Tebe He 4yB, —

BUMOBWB KPi3b CMiX.

— To A 3 To60t0 No-MopKLWMpCcbkoMy banakato, — 3 ropaoLamm
nosicHuna Mepi. — Hy neBHoO, g we He noTpad o Tak panHo
rosopuTu, Ak [ikeH i MapTa, ane, suguwl, Tpoxa npobyto. TisibKO He
KaXku, Lo He po3ymiew! Tu ) cam nopkwmpeub, Ty' HapoaXeHun!
Ox, ousw, i aHi gpibkn copomy, TisIbKO €A CMi€!

| BOHM 060€ Tak 3aperoTasnn, Wwo ix 6yno 4yTHO Ha Linnn
kopugop. Micic Megnok supiwnna nepesipnuTy, WO TaM Yy HUX
KOITbCSA. Ane SK TiNbKK NPOYMHUAA ABepi, ii 3yCcTpiB HOBUI BNBYX

CMixy, i BOHa po3rybneHo nosaakKyBsasa y Kopugop.



— Ta-ak! — Bpa)KeHo NpoTArHyna xiHka. — 9Akbun MeHi XxTo
CKa3aB — He nosipuna 6u! — i nosepHynacsa go cebe.

A [iTn He mornu HarosopuTucsa. Cnepwy Mepi po3nosina KoniHy
npo KanitaHa i CMONbKY, MOTIM gogana, wo Ha uen pa3 AdikeH
NPVHIC y KNweHsax we Moctpo3ybky i ByxaHbKy, a gani onucana, sk
BOHa 3HanomMumiacsa 3 KOHUMKOM Bbpukcoto:

— 3Haew, bpukca 4YekaB y NiCKy 3a MAaETKOM — BiH TaM cobi
naccs. [likeH B3sB MeHe 3i coboto, wob a noro nobaymna. To oT
CKaxxy Tobi: gapma, wo bpukca ManeHbKNn — BiH TaKUN MiLLHUR,
o oro-ro! A rpmBa B HbOro Taka byiHa, WO a)k HaBMUCAE Ha o4i. BiH
cobi naccs, 60 3 TpaBu 6epe cnny — Tak Kaxke [likeH, a Koan
TiNbKW 3a4yB MOro, To NiAHAB roJsIOBY i paficHO 3aip>xas. Cnyxaw,
wo 6yno pgani: bpukca nigbir no likeHa i NOKaB NOMY rosIOBY Ha
nneye. [likeH nornagme NOro i WOCh NpoLWenoTiB NOMY Ha ByXO. |
Toni — He nosipuw! — bpukca nonas MeHi nepegHe Konnto! To BiH
Tak BiTaBCcA. A NOTiM e TULbHYBCSA MOPAOYKOIO MEHI Y LLIOKY,

yaBngew?!

KoniH cnyxaB sik 3aBOPOXKEHUN.

— A BiH cripaBAi po3ymMmie Bce, WO NoOMYy Kaxe [likeH? —

3aXOMJIeHO CNUTaB BiH.

— Agk>xe, 1 cama 6aynna, — BneBHEHO 3asBuUia Mepi. —
3Haew, [likeH Kaxxe, Wo Ko Korocb nobuw, 1o 1 byaew noro

PO3YyMITW.

KoniH 3aMOBK i nepeBiB nornag Ha ctento. Mepi badunna:

XnoMeLb Npo WocCk AYMAE.



— 4 Tak XoTiB 61 NoOAPYXUTUCA 3i 3BIipATaAMU, — BPELUTI
NPOMOBMB BiH. — Y MeHe 30BCiM HeMa [py3iB. Hi cepep 3BipAaT, Hi
cepen nogen. 3pewtoto, A He b naen.

— A a7 X04 3i MHOIO TV ApYXXULW? — yCMixHynaca Mepi.

— 3 106010 — 3BiCHO, — BiAMNOBIB BiH. — [IMBHO, aJie TN MeHi
Bigpa3y cnogobanacs.

— Mo)ke, TOMy, L0 4 Taka camMa BrepTa? — BeCeJs1o rsgHysia Ha
Hboro Mepi. — MeHi e beH Be3epcTad Ka3aB: MOBNAB, Ke iXaso,
Take 3anbano — npo cebe i Npo MeHe. A T TaKOXX Ha HbOro
CXOXUK, Koan HabypmoceHun. OTo Tpinua gibpanaca! —
3aperoTasia giB4MHKa. — AJe Hi, 1 BXXe He Taka 3J10Ka, BigKon

noApy>Xusaacs 3 MasinHiBKOW i [likeHoM, — gofasia HaoCTaHOK.

— To TV TaKOX HiKOro He nbuna? — niaBiBCA Ha NoayLLi

KoniH.

— fAke Tam nobuna: g BCiM cynepeyunsa, CToss1a Ha CBOEMY, a B
IHA4IT HaBITb MOrla N1sNaciB HagaBaTWU CayramM, — YeCHO BignoBisa
Mepi. — 3Haew, akbun a9 TyT He 3ycTpina ctaporo beHa, ManuHIBKY i
HikeHa, To n T06i 6 Big MeHe nepenano — ue A Tobi Kaxy!

KoniH y36B AIBYNHKY 3@ PYKY.

— Mepi, Tn BXXe Bnbayd MeHi, Wo ToAi HaKpuyaB Ha Tebe, i Wo
[ikeHa XoTiB NporHaTu, — TUXO BMMOBMB XJloneub. — Tohi A
po3cepamBcs, 60 T cka3asa, Wo BiH NoAibHMn Ha aHrena. Ane...

aJjie, MoOXe, BiH TaKun i €.

— Ta 0bnuw. 4 cka3ana Tak, WwWob Tobi fgonekTn, — BU3HaNa
Mepi. — [likeH — 30BCiM He aHren. BiH — Takunn, aK Mun BCi. A we B

HbOIO KMPNATUW HiC, | CMIETLCA BiH Bif Byxa [0 ByXxa, Ta h ogexa



NlaTaHa-nepesaTaHa, i FOBOPUTb MO-NOPKLWNPCbKN. X04a, 3HA€ELW, —
Aofana BOHa, 3a4yMaBLUUCh Ha XBUJIbKY, — AK6OUM iCHyBaB AKNNCb
NOPKLWNPCLKUIA aHren... aHren MizefibCbKoro nycTuLla... To BiH 61
TakK CaMO MyCKMB 3HaTu BCe, WO TYT poCTe, i 3HaB 6u BCi NTalWHI
MOBW, i ApYyXuB 61 3i 3BipaTamMun... 9k [ikeH... lymato, BOHM 6
noapy>xunucs, uen MizenbCbknm aHren i flikeH. 6o BiH nobpuin.

— Mepi, 9 gy>e xo4y noro nobaynTn, — NPOxasbHO BUMOBUB

KoniH. — [ly>ke-gyxe.

— CnpaBgai? — Becesio nepenntana Mepi. — Hy wo X, 4ynoBo,
60... 60...

Mepi Bupilwnna, Wo HacTaB Yac NoOMy cKa3aTu. KoniH Takox
BiAYyB: 3apa3 BiAbyaeTbCA LWOCh BaXkMBe.

— B0 Wo0? — BUNYKHYB CXBM/IbOBAHO.

Mepi Texx 3axBuitoBanacd. BoHa BcTana 3i CBOro CTifbuUA,

CXUNNACA Haf NiXKKOM i cxonwuia xaonus 3a obuasi pyku.

— KoniHe, 4n moxXy T06i nosipntnca? [ikeHOBI AOBIpAOTb
NTaWKW, TO i 4 NOMY O0BipsAt0. Ane ToOi... Yn MOXKHA? — ayxe

Cepro3HO fonnTyBasiacsa BOHA.

KoniH ogHuMu rybamm npoLuenoTiB.:

— TakK... 3BicHO!

— Togai cnyxan: 3aBTpa 3paHKy Ao Tebe npunge [likeH. Pa3om 3i
3BipATaMu.

— On! — 3axonsieHo CKPUKHYB KoJiH.



— Ane ue we He Bce, — Besia gani Mepi. BoHa axx 36nigna Big
XBU/OBaHHA. — 4 3Halo, Ae xBipTKa. A 3Hanwna il — nNig naouemM.

KoniHoBi npocTo 3abpakno gnxaHHsa, abu Bupa3nTu BCi CBOT
noYyTTA. Xnoneub XoTiB 6yf0 3 winoi cunm 3asonatn "Ypppa!
Ypppa! Ypppa!", ane wo cuam T1oi y Heoro 6yno Hebaraubko, TO BiH
LUMPOKO BiOKPWB 04i, XanHyB MOBITPA — i Masio He 3axJInnas Big,

wacTA.

— On, Mepi, Mepi! — nease BUMOBUB BiH. — | A noro noba4y? |
3MOXXY YBIiTU B caf? Xo4 6m 9 foXXuB! — npoka3aB HAOCTAHOK,

BYEMMBLLUCH Y 1T PYKY.

— KoniHe, ob6anw! — cyBopo Bigka3sana nomy Mepi. — He
roBopuv AypHUUb! 3BM4aNHO, TN XUTUMeLl i noTpanuwl Ao cagy!

3acnokomncs!

Ii cyBopuin ToH yMuTb npueie KoJliHa [0 TaMKU. Xnionewb CiB Ha
Ni>KKY | cam 3i cebe po3cmisecsa. A Mepi 3HOBY CTaJjla pO3noBigaTu
NOMY NPO caj — TiJIbKN BXe He Npo Te, K BiH MOXXe BUrnagaTtu, a
AKWN BiH € Hacnpasai. | KoniH cnyxas po338BMBLLK poTa, 3abysLin
Npo noraHe camMonoYyTTH.

— To BiH 30BCiM Takui, K TU UOro ysB/sizia, — BUMOBUB BiH
BpewTi. — Tu Tak po3nosigacew, Hibn cnpasai BXxe Tam byna — i 1
TaKOXX Hibn 6avy noro 3 TBOIX onucie. MNMam'aTaew, A Bigpa3sy Tobi ue
Ka3aB, KOJIN TU BrnepLle MeHi po3nosina rnpo HbOro.

Mepi 3aBaranacs, a To4i TakKn HaBa)kuiacs cKasaTu npasay.

— KoniHe, a4 noro 6a4una... 1 6yna Tam, — NnpoMoBusIa BOHa. —
3HanWwNa KoY | 3avwnia TyAu... We Kislbka TUXHIB ToMy. Ane
6osanacsa Tobi npnsHaTUCA... 6osanacs, 60 He 3Hana, YN MOXKHa TODi
NOBIpATK... He Byna neBHa!
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"BecHa npunwna!"

Konn y KoniHa Tpannascsa noAibHmMn Hanapg, K Ti€l HOYi, Micic
Mepnok Bigpa3sy nocunana 3a nikapem KpenseHoM. TiNbKK LLO Ha
Len pa3 BiH Kyaucb BMixaB i 0 Mi3enTBenTy NOBEPHYBCSH LLLONHO
nooGiai. MpaBay Kaxky4n, nikaps Bxxe Heabusik CTOMJIIOBaNN L
BUKJIMKW, asie MyCUB NPUI3ANTN. 3peLUTolo, BiH | TaK 3HaB, WO
3aCTaHe Ty CaMy KapTuHy: 6nige o6san44a, cnabkicTb, NOXmMypuin
HaCTpiN, FOTOBUN MEPEenTn Yy HOBY iICTEPUKY — OOCUTb HAWMEHLLOIro
c/ioBa 4um pyxy. OTOX BiH /inLe HEBOOBOJIEHO HAXMYPUBCSH, KON
[OBifaBCA, WO Y XJ10MuUsA 3HOBY CTaBCA Hanag i Wo NoMy TepMiHOBO
Tpeba noBepTaTUCS A0 MAETKY.

— To §K BiH? — 3anuTas nikap KpenseH 3 noraHo rnpuxoBaHUM
po3apaTyBaHHAM. — Llle KiflbKa Takux icTepuk — i CyAUHN He
BUTPMMAIOTh: MOXKe CTaTUCHA KPOBOBWMB. Llen xnoneub 3>XeHe
cebe 3i CBiTY CBOIMU iCTepuKamun i npumxamu. lNMeBHoO, i 3apa3
MapyauThb.

— Ta Hi, cep, BM He nosipuTe, — Aob6poAyLWHO BigNOBIAa Micic
Mepnnok. — 3apa' noro xo4 0o paHu npuknagan. A BHoYi... oTo byna
byya! Bepewias K Hegopi3aHWA, KNAABCA MO JIXKKY — MU BXXE He
3HaAM Wwo pobuTn. Togdi Nnocnanm no Ty Many. A BOHa sK BneTina 4o
KiMHaTW, AK TYrMHyJ1a HOrOl0, K KPUKHYyJ1a NOMY HaJ ByXOM — TO BiH
BiApa3y csa BTuxoMmupme. OT 4oro nomy 6pakyBasno — TaKoi, K BiH.
eTb Noro 3avapysana. TinbKO 11 B pOoT €A AuBKW. [1eBHO, TOMY LLO
Taka CcamMa BnepTa — HIKOJIN CH He C/lyXa€. 3paHa B HbOIO LWwe byna
raps4ka, a notiMm Mepi 3HOB [0 HLOrO NMpunwaa, i 3apa'... Cep, Ta
BW Ni4iTb i noamBiTbCA, 60 Wo a9 Bam 6yay rosopmntn? Bce ogHO He

nosipuTe.



Micna Takoi oTo gonosidi Nikap KpenBeH pywns 40 CBOro
nauieHTa. Te, WO BiH TaM 3acTaB, 34MBYBaJ10 NOro e binblue, HixX
Lifla po3nosiab Micic Megnok. LLle Konu TinbKK Niginwos 0o ABepen
KoniHoBOI KiMHaTK, TO MNOYyB XKBaBYy PO3MOBY i CMiXW. BigYnHUB — |
noba4yns: KoniH cnanTb Ha AWBaHi, 3aropHyBLWUCL y xanaT. | 6e3
XKOOHMX NoAYLOoK, aKi 6 nigTpuMmysanu cnuny! Mopyd i3 Mepi. BoHu
pPa3oOM CXWIWINCA HaL KHUXKKOI. XJ1oMneLb NoKasyBaB il KapPTUHKN i
>XBaBO MOSACHIOBaB, WO TaM 300pa>keHo. JIndyko Mepi npoMeHunnocs
pagicTio i Nikap nogyMas, Wo Ternep po3yMie, YoMy HebiX Tak

LYKa€ Tl ToBapucTBa. [iTn noro He noMiTuanm i rosopuan gani.

— OTi CYHI KBITKW i3 LOBrMMU 3aKpy4YeHUMU NariHLaMm — TO
XXMBOKICT. Mu ix 6barato Hacagumo, wob yce 6yno cmHe, npaBga? —
3anutyBas KoniH.

— A [likeH Ha3MBaE€ IX COKMpKaMu. Kaxke, L0 BOHU AYy>Xe rapHi,
— BUrykHyna Mepi. — Mu BXe iX nocaguim, CKOpo 3auBiTyThb.

TyT BoHa nobayunna nikapsa KpenseHa i 3amoBkna. KoniH
HEeBAOBOJIEHO 3UPKHYB Ha HbOTIO.

— XJslonye, MeHi ay>xe npukKpo, Lo 3 To6oto 3HOBY Take
Tpanuiocs, — NPOMOBUB Jlikap KpenBeH, HepPBOBO 3aTUPaoYn PyKN.
— MNeBHO, TV 30BCiM He crnaB i 3apa3 CTOMJIEHUN.

— Me-Hi BXxe ninwe... MeHi HabaraTo sinwe, — Cyxo BiAMNOBIB
KoniH. — Akwo byne rapHa noroga, To 3a AeHb-ABa Bubepycs
HaABip Ha CBOEMY Bi3KYy. X04y MoAuxXaTun CBIXKUM MOBITPAM.

JNlikap KpenBeH ciB nopy4 i3 xaonuem, Nonidne nysbC i
3[MBOBAHO rNsHyB Ha HeboxXxa.



— Xiba konun byae gy>xe Tensi0, — HEBNEBHEHO MOBUB BiH. —
Mam'aTan, To6i Tpeba byt obepe)xHuMm, Wwob He 3acTyanTUCS i He

nepeBToOMUTUCA.

— CBiXe MoBIiTPs MeHe He NepeBTOMUTb, — pilly4ye 3asBUB

xJioneub.

AKOW nikap CbOrogHi He 6yB TakKU CNAHTEINYEHNIN YCiM, LLO
noYyB i Wo nobaymB Ha BNACHI O4i, TO 3apa3 HanycTmBCA 6 Ha
KoniHa, Wwo HaaBopi BiH 3aCTyOUTbCSA, WO Le noro B6'e i Tak gani.
Ane BiH byB HaaTO 36eHTeXeHnn, ToMy e obepe)xHO 3aBBaXKUB:

— Ane poci T He NobuB NPOrysIsiHOK.

— Konu 6yB cam, To He ntobus, — BignosiB KoniH, — a 3 Mepi
3an0bku nigy.

— | 3 gornagansbHULELD, 3BICHO, — OOKUNHYB Nikap KpenseH.

— Higkol gpornaganbHuui! — BnagHo 3aaBumB KosiH, | nepepg
o4ynma Mepi 3HOBY NOCTaB MaJIEHbKUI pagxa, 3 Hir 40 roJloBu
BCIAHUM AisMaHTaMK, CMapargamu i nepsamMmn, 0TOYEHUI Caiyramu,
O KJIQHANCA NOMY, CJIYXHAHO BUKOHYHOHYM HaKa3n CBOro
nosenutens... — Mepi Hanninwe BMi€ NPO MeHe NikayBaTUCA. Kosn
BOHa 3i MHO0, MeHi gobpe. OT i BHOui: Mepi npuiwna, 3acnokoina
MeHe — i 1 3aCHyB. | € Wwe oauH xsioneub — BiH BUBE3€ Mill Bi3OK Y
caj. binbwe Hikoro He Tpeba.

Xou4a, 3 ogHoro 6oky, nikap KpenseH pano ycnagkysas 6u
MizenTBenT, a 3 APYyroro — BiH Takun He ByB AKUMCb Ayworybom,
KOTpuin 6a>kaB 3BECTM 3i CBiTa pigHOro Hebo>ka. 3BICHO, Len
ICTEPUYHNIN CBABINIbHUN X1I0MNYNUCBLKO Hi B KOO Y MA€ETKY He

BUKJINK@B CMMMNaTil, afie i HABMUCHE HapaXkaTu Noro Ha Hebe3sneky



nikap 30BCiM He MaB HaMipy. TOMYy YO10BiK 3aHENMOKOIBCA i CTaB

pPO3NUTYyBaTU:

— KoniHe, 9KWo BXxe 36upaeLwica rynaTn HagBopi, Ta we nicns
TaKoro Hanagy, TO A MyLly BNEBHUTUCS, WO 3 Toboto byae Bce
rapasg. Lo ue 3a xnon4mHa? Ak noro 3saTtu? Yum BiH BMIE

MOBOAUTUCS 3 Bi3KOM?

— Ue ikeH, — panToM o3Banacs Mepi.

HiB4YnHLUI 30aBanocs: KoOXeH, XxTo 6oaan pas nepenka)kaB vyepes
nycTuwe, NoBuUHeH 3HaTh likeHa. | BOHa MaJsia CAyLWHICTb. Kosn
nnw Mepi BMMoBMAa NOro iM'a, 3aksionotaHe 061m44a nikaps

KpenseHa NpocCBiTAino.

— A-a, — npoka3sas BiH, YCMixatouncb. — Hy, aKwo [ikeH, TO Tw

y NoBHin 6e3neui. BiH CMAbHUI AK NOWaKkK i Bi30OK OJ19 HbOr0 — HiLLO.

— | HaginHUNM, — popana Mepi. — To HaMHaAINHILWMA XNoMaka B
Linim MopkwunpcbkiM rpadcTsi, as'.

[iBY4MHKa HaBiTb HE MOMITUNA, WO NpW iMeHi [likeHa 3HOBY
nepeunwna Ha NOPKLWNPCLKY roBipKy. Jlikaps KpenBeHa ue
pPO3BECEesINI0 He MeHLUe, HiX nepen TuM KoniHa.

— To [ikeH Tebe HaBYMB? — CNUTAB BiH, YCMIXHYBLUUCh.

— Ara. | MapTa. Cnepwy onsa meHe ue 6yno Ak ppaHuy3bka —
MaJio WO po3yMina. A Tenep y>xe TPOXU BMitO FOBOPUTU, — BXKe
npuA3HiWe BianoBina nomy Mepi. — 3HaeTe, B IHAIT Takox 6araTo
DiANeKTIB, | 4eXTO 3 aHrNiNLiB CTAapPaETbCS IX BUBYNTU. MeHi

nofo6a€eTbCa NOPKLLNPCbKA FOBipKa, Ta N KoniHy TakoxX.



— lMNapa3pg, rapa3sa, — 3acrnokoiB Ii ikap, — AKLWO
nonoba€eTbCs, TO WO TYT CKaxkew. KoniHe, T NuB yHO4i bpomM? —

CMUTaB BiH XJ10MLA.

— Hi, — BignosiB KoniH. — [1nsa 4yoro? {1 BrnepLue 3aCHyB caM.
TobTo He caMm, a nicna Toro, Ak Mepi nopo3mMoBsigna 3i MHO. BoHa
TUXEHbKO po3noBigana, Wo OIETbCA HAaBEeCHi y cafy, K 0XXMBAOTb
KBITW, OepeBa. d N HE34yBCSH AK 3aCHYB.

JNikap KpenseH e binblwe 3amByBaBcs. lMicns Hanaais y KoniHa
3aBxaun 6ynn npobnemu 3i CHOM, a TyT xJsioneub 3acHyB 6e3 nikis?

— Hy wo X, 9KLWO0 T 3aCNOKOIBCS TiSIbKW Big pO3MoBigi Npo
capn, Toni Tobi cnpaBAi cTano ninwe, — rnoBOJi BAMOBUB JliKap
KpenBeH, cnaHTenn4eHo nosmpatodm Ha Mepi. [JiB4MHKa 3apas He
HGpana y4acTi y po3MOBI: TUXLUEM cuaina cobi, BTynmBLLINCE y
nignory. — Ane Bce ofHO, NamM'aTan...

— He x04y 2 Hi4Yoro nam'aTaTn, — piwyye nepedbms noro Konit.
— 3HaE€Te, NiKapto, KoM NeXXnw oTo uinnMmn gHamun, a Tobi yeech
YaC HaragywTb, AKUA TN XBOPWUIN | Yoro Tobi He MOXXHa, TO i cnpasAi
BCAKI 60na4KmM HinnsaoTbCA. A 0Cb i3 Mepi MeHi Hapew Ti BAanocs

npo Bce ue 3abyTn. Tomy 1 noyysatocs ninwe!

Binbwe nikap KpenseH He MaB TyT WO pobuTun. Xnonewub ABHO
He noTpebyBaB MOro AONOMOrn. 3a3BMYal NiCNA TakKMX Hanagis
KoniH we noBro He Mir npuntn go cebe i nikapto [OBOANAOCSA MO MiB
OHA BUCMOXXYBATU 6ing HbOro, NpU3HavaTV HOBI JiKN,

3acnokotBaTu. A TyT... [lnBo Ta n rogi.

Y 6ibnioTeui nikap 3acTas Micic Meanok. 3a4aBanocs, XiHKa

TiNIbKW N YeKana Ha Hboro, abm NorosopuTn.

— Hy Ak, cep? — cnuTasia BOHa.



— Hema Wwo Ka3aTtu, xJoneub y gy>xe nobpomy ctaHi, —
36uparoynchb 3 AymMKamu, Bignosis nikap. — AkO6M B MeHi He
cka3sasnun, To A 6 i He 340ragascs, WO B HbOro BHOYI Byna icTepuka.

— 'm, cep, B4Opa no Aopo3i Ao TeenTy A 3anwsia byna oo
Cio3aH CoBepbi, — B3ss1acs po3nosigaTn micic Megnok. — Mu cobi
Tpoxa nocmainu, nobanakanu, Sk Bce. 5 po3kasyBasa Nnpo Mepi, Wwo
CA He C/IyXaE, Wo CKpi3b HMKAE. | BOHa MeHi Kaxe: "Cnyxan, Capo,
He Tpe' HapikaTu Ha Hei. A XTO il BYMB CH CyXaTu 4nm ByTn Y4eMHOo?
BoHa HiKkonM He Mana Bif KOro ¢ BYUTU. Ane To AUTUHA, TO 40' CH
AVBYBaTW, WO WyKae 3a KoniHoM? byae maTtu 3 Kum cs 6asutun!"
OTaK MeHi cka3ana, cep. 3Ha€ETe, M1 OaBHO Cs 3HaeM, Cio3aH
CoBepbi i 4, Wwe 3i WKOMN, | BOHA BCE CKaXke LLOoCb Myape.

— Tak-Tak, 9 Takox il fobpe 3Hat0, — NOXXKBaBUBCSA JliKap
KpenseH. — BoHa He pa3 pornsagasa MoixX XBOpux. Takol
PO3Ba>kKJIMBOI i BiAMOBiAaIbHOI XiHKK LWe Tpeba nowykaTu. AK BOHa
3asmwanacs 6ina xsoporo, To 4 6yB CMOKINHMIA: BOHa BCe

OOMNMMJIbHYE, BC€ BUKOHAE AK HaJIEXUTb.

Micic Megnok 3a40B0OJIEHO NOCMiXHyNnaca. BoHa aBHO nuwanacs
cBOo€to apyxboto i3 CiozaH CoBepbi.

— A 3HaE€Te, cep, Ak Cio3aH BTUXOMUPIOBaAJa CBOIX OiTen, AK Ti
pa3 WocCb He noainnnm mMixx coboto? — cnntana Mmicic Megnok. — To
cnyxante. BoHa 3ibpana ix Kkono cebe Tta n kaxxe: "LiTn, gk g byna
Taka K BW i Xogusa A0 WKOoAW, TO Hall y4uTenb reorpadil ckasas
HaM, WO 3eMnda nofdibHa Ha NoMapaHyy. 9K y noMapaH4i € COKOBUTI
NONbKW i TipKi 3epHATKA, TakK Ha 3eMJli € ropu i 4ONINHK, MOPA |
nycTteni. | Tak caMo AK No4AN OiNATECA NOMapaH4YeBUMU LOJIbKAMU,
Tak CaMO 1 3eMNAa nogisieHa MiXK HapoZdaMu. | sK NnoMapaH4ya, Nnoku
BOHa Lif1a, TO HiYMA, TaK CaMO i 3eM1 He HAaNeXUTb HiIkoMy. BoHa
cninbHa". Cep, Ham Byno ToAdi N0 AecsaTb PoKiB i MM To gobpe

3anam'atanun: noku noMapaH4a Llila — BOHa Hiymsa, — noxuTana



r0JIOBOO eKOHOMKa. — Abwu 1i 3'icTn, Tpe' noginnTtn. Tak i Ti HaLwi

OiTN — 9K CA HaB4YUAKW LinnTn | 6aBUTU pa3oMm, TO BUTOOHINN.

— Myapo cka3ana, — BM3HaB slikap KpenseH, Bbuparoin

naJibTo.

— UWo e — 1O €, — ropao nigcymysana Micic Megnok. —
3Ha€ETe, cep, A i YacoMm Kaxy: "Ox, Cio3aH, 9K6u Tn XKnuna B MICTi i
BMisla rOBOPUTN MNO-BYEHOMY, @ HE TiJIbKO NO-NOPKLLUUPCbKOMY, TO

Tebe 61 BCi O)KeHT/IbMEeHM i nepfi cnyxanun, 60 Tn mygpa XiHka".

BHoui KoniH cnae ay>xe pnobpe. 3paHKy pO3nJitowWmB O4i — i
NOCMIXHYBCS, OUBNAYNUCH Y BIKHO. A TOAi 3 HACONOLOI NOTAMHYBCA B
Ni>KKY. Xnoneub No4YyBaBCA Tak, HiIbU 3 HbOrO 3BaJZIMBCA CTPALLUHUN
Tarap. 9k6u TyT 6yB Nnikap KpenseH, To BiH, MabyTb, N0sCHMB 6y,
o Hepsu y KoniHa 3acnokoinucs, BiH pobpe Bucnaecs, TOMy i
no4vyBa€eTbCcA nobpe. Cnpaai, AKWo 3a3Bmn4an KoniH npoknagaBcsa —
i CBIT 6yB MOMY HEMUINKW, TO 3apa3 BiH Nepebupas y rososi Te, Npo
LLLO BOHM BYOpa rosopwuan 3 Mepi, yasnas cobi can, oymas npo
[likeHa Ta nNpo Moro 3BipAT. | BCe e CNOBHIOBAJI0 NOr0 pajicCHUMN

nepeavyyTtrdamMmn.

A 3a AKMXOCb AeCATb XBWUJIVIH BiH MNOYYB LWBUAKI KPOKU Y
kopugopi. Oeepi Big4nHuAnca — i B KiMmHaTy Bbirna Mepi.
CKynospykeHa, 4epBOHOLLOKa, BOHa KNHYJ/Iacs NPOCTO A0 MOro
Ni>KKa, Hecy4u 3i coboto CBiXKi paHKOBI NaXOLL.

— Twn 6yna HaaBopi! Big Tebe naxHe nncTam i keiTamn! —

BUrYKHYB KO niH.

— Tam Tak rapHo! — BMMOBW/1a BOHa, TPILLKW 3acanaBLUmnCh Bif
weuakoro 6iry. — Tu we He 6a4ymB Takoi kpacu! BecHa npunwina!
3HaE€ELW, 9 AyMana, LWo BOHa We MUHYJIOM0o TUXXKHA NMpuiLLia, asae Hi

— NO-CrpaBXHbOMY BOHa HacTaJsla Ti/IbKN HUHI. [likeH Tak CKa3as.



— CnpaBgai?! — cxBuabOBaHO nepenuTas KosiH. 3BiCHO, xsioneub
He Mir ysaBuTu cobi BeCHy, ogHaK npu caoBax AiBYMHKN MO0 cepue
3aKaJsiaTaso Bi pafoCcTun. BiH CiB Ha NiXKKY.

— Eren, Big4uHM BikHO! — HeTepnisiye BUryKHYB BiH. — AKLL0
BEeCHa HacTafa, aK T KaxkeLl, 3apa3 Mu ii novyyemMo! HanesHo, BOHa
TpybuTb y 30N10Ti TpybU!

KoniH Tak HamaraBcsi onucaTu CBOE NMepenyyTTs.

Mepi 3acmisnacsa, nigbirna oo BikHa, po34axHyJsla NOro HaBCTIX

— i KIMHaTy 3anoBHMB CTPYMiHb CBIXKUMX NaxoLLiB Ta CMiB NTaLlOK.

— BigyyBa€w? — npoka3ana BOHa. — J19XK i rMnboKo BANXHWN.
Tak pobuTb [likeH: Nara€ Ha 3eM0 i Auxa€, onxae. Kaxke, Wwo Toai
00 HbOro NepexoanTb Cua Bif 3eMAi i NOMy 34A€TbCH, LLO BiH

XKUTUME BiYHO. [lnxan, onxan.

KoniH 3amByBaBCS.

— Xuntume BiYHO?! BiH Le Bio4YyBa€e? — nepenuTan BiH, a TOA4I
rnmboKo, Ha MNOBHI rpyaAn BOUXHYB CBIXXKOIr0O MNOBITPS, WO B/INBAJIOCA
3HaABopY, i Wwe, i Wwe pas. Y noro cepui 3'aBM10CA AKeCb HE3HaHe

N'aAHKe No4YyTTA.

Mepi cina Ha Kpato fi>kKa i cTasa po3nosigaTw.

— HaBecHi Bce npopocTae 3 3emsii, — 3arosopuia WBUAKO, —
HabyxatloTb OpPYyHbLKN, | BCe 3auUBiTaE. | NTawKM Tak NocniwatTb
BUTW rHi3ga, Wo feski HaBiTb 6'10TbCA 3a MicLe Y NMOTaEMHOMY cafy
— TaK iM Tam gobpe. A TPOAHAOBI KYLL XXUBi — BOHU TaK
NOPO3POCTaINCA, WO MU MYyCUAK iX TPOXn obcTpurtu. A 06abiy

OOPIXXOK i KOJIO OPOBITHI BXXe 3'ABUBCSA XXOBTUW NMepBOuUBIT. | Te, Wwo



MU NOCIANN, TaKOX y>Ke npopoco. A [likeH npueis 3i cob0t0

JINCEHSA, BOPOHY i ABOX BINIOK, i LLe ManeHbKe ArHATKO.

TyT AiBYMHKa 3ynuHunacs, abmn nepesectn nogunx. Tpu AHi TOMy
Ha NycTuwli, cepen OPOKOBUX 3apocTen, [likeH 3HanLWoB
HOBOHapOI KeHe sirHsA. Mloro MmaTu nexkana nopy4 mepTsa. XJonuesi
BXKE He pa3 Tpaniaa0cs 3HaxXo4AUTN OCUPOTISINX ATHAT, OTOX BiH
nobpe 3HaB, Wwo Tpeba pobutn y Takmnx Bunagkax. [ikeH 3aropHyB
6igonalwHy TBApUHKY y CBill XKaKeT, NPMHIC A4oaoMy i NokiaB 6ins
MiYkn, Wob ArHaTKOo 3irpinocs. Tohi HanoiB NOro TEMJIMM MOJIOYKOM.
ArHa 6yno we 30BCiM MasieHbKe | cslabke, 3 TOHEHBbKMMU HiXKKaMW,
SIKi 34aBaINCA HAaATO AOBrMMU O MOro Tisibuda. [ikeH Hic nmoro
yepes NyCcTULLEe Ha pyKax, 3 KULWEHI Y HbOro CTUpYasa nNasaLwkKa,
HarnoBHeHa MOJIOKOM, — i Binka. Toai Mepi onncana, K BOHa
TiIbKW-HO CiNla 0To Nig aepeBoM — a [likeH NoksaB i Ha KOJliHa

Len Tenamm M'aknm knybo4ok.

— Yasnsaew, KoniHe? Y MeHe Ha KOJliHaX /1eXXaslo XXuse

ArHATKO!

TyT yBinwna gornaganbHuua. NMobaymeLumn BigYMHEHE HABCTIX
BIKHO, 34MBOBaHO 3ynuHMUAAcA. 3a3BMYal HaBiTb y Tenay nopy in
[0BOOMNNOCA CUAITK TYT Yy 3aayci: KoniH Tak 60aBCsa 3acTyan, LWo
Hi3all0 He 003BOJISIB HAaBiTb KBATUPKY BIOAXUINTU, HE Te WO uine

BiKHO.

— Bam He x0n104HO, cep? — obepeXxHo 3anuTasia BoHa.

— Hi, — no4yna y Bignosigb. — 4 Anxato cBi»K1M nosBiTpaMm. Lle
MeHe 3arapToByeE. 3apa3 nepebepycs Ha AMBaH i NocHigato. | Mo
cecTpa byne cHigaTn pa3oMm 3i MHOtO.

JlegBe Tamylo4m NOCMIWKY, [OrNs4aabHMLSA Niwna

po3nopaanTuCS, Wob HaKpUAN CHidaHOK Ha OBOX.



Cepepn cnyr TinbkKn n po3moB 6yno, WO Npo OCTaHHI noaii y
KiMHaTi cuHa rocnogaps. Tomy fornsganbHULA KBanuaacs
NPUHECTN 1M CBiXKi HOBUHN — MOBJAB, | BIKHO Ternep y HbOro

Bio4YMHEHe.

Jliogn He BipMAM BNacHoMy wacTio. BCix Tak y>ke ctomuam 6ynm
BUOpMKM KoniHa, WO HIXTO N He CroAiBaBCA AAaTW 3 HUM SKYCb pagy.
A TyT panTtoM BCe camo coboto 3MiHMIoCH.

— | xT0 61 Mir nogymaTw, WO Ta Masa HaB4YnTb KoniHa

nopsaky? HenokasHa, Ta 6uctpa, — AMBYBaBCS Kyxap.

— Ag', 9 BCe Ka3aB: ToOMy xJionuesi Tpe' nobpoi pizku, a He
niryaok, — nobpoayLwHoO Nporys cTapuin nakein. BiH cam 6yB
4YOJ1I0BIK CIMEWHUI | HE MIr AMBUTUCA, K YCi AOr04>KaloTb NpMMXam

KoniHa.

KoniH nepebpaBcs Ha aAnBaH. HeBOoB3i AornaaanbHULA
npuHecna CHigaHoOK. Xsioneub No4Yyekas, NOKK BOHA po3CTaBuia yce
Ha CTOJIMKY, a TOAi po3nopaAnnBCS:

— 3apa3 4o MeHe Ma€ NpUnTM xaoneub 3 JIMCEHSAM, BOPOHOIO,
ABOMa BiflkaMu i ArHAM. 9K TiNbKM BOHW 3'ABNATLCS, IX Tpeba
HeramHo NpuUBeCTN HaAropy 40 MeHe, — 3aABMB BiH TOHOM pagXi. —
To wob cnyru He TpUManm 3BIPATOK BHM3Y — L€ MepLue.

JornaganbHULi CTasio CMilLHO. BoHa BOaBaHO 3aKallinsnacs,
abu ue npmnxosaTw.

— Tak, cep, — BignNoBisa, OnNycTUBLLN OYi.

— Opyre, — BiH gani KoniH. — Cka>kete MapTi, abu npmusena ix
ctoaun. Ton xnoneub — MapTuH bpar. Woro 3BaTu [likeH, i BiH BMie

npupyYaTu ANKMX TBaAPUH.



— Cnogieatocs, Ti noro 3Bipi He KycatTbCs, NaHe KoniHe, —

O6€p€)KHO BMMOBWJ1a OO0raa0aJibHULIA.

— § )K CKa3aB BaM: BOHW NpUpPYy4eHi, — Ceprno3HO 3aABMB KoniH.
— A xiba npupy4eHi 3Bipi KycatoTb? 3BiCHO, Hil

— B IHAii 1 6a4mnna npmbopkyBadiB 3Min, — nigTpuMasia noro
Mepi. — To OCb: BOHW HaBiTb MOXYTb 3anxaTu 3MiiHy ronoBy cobi B
poT.

— Bpppp! — 30purHynaca xiHka i WBMAKO BUALLIA 3 KIMHaTW.

[iTn cHigann npu BiagYMHEHOMY BiKHi. KOJliH iB 3 Heabunakum

aneTutoM. Mepi Beceno AMBMIACS Ha HbOTO.

— Twn cKopo nornaglaew, 9K 1, — ckasasia BoHa. — B IHail

MEHI HIKOIM He XOTiNoCA ICTK 3paHKy, a Ternep BoBka 6u 3'ina.

— HwHi MeHi Bce cMaKye, — BignoBiB KoniH. — 1eBHO, TOMY, LLO

noaunxas CBKUM MOBITPAM. K AyMaew, Konan npunge [ikeH?

[loBro YekaTn He O0BeNoCs. 3a AKMXOCb AeCAaTb XBUINUH Mepi
nigHANA PYKY:

— Cnyxan! — suMoBuna. — Yyew KapkaHHA?

KoniH npucnyxaBca: cnpasai, Wo MoxXe ByTu AUBHILLE, HiXK
BOPOHSAYE KapKaHHA y Oy aNHKY?

— Ara, 4y, — noTeBepauB.

— Ue Cmonbka, — nosicHmna Mepi. — Cnyxau we! Yu vyew

MEKaHHS... Take TOHeHbKe?



— Oue Tak! — 36ya>keHO BUryKHYB KoniH.

— Ue arHaTko, — cka3ana nomy Mepi. — BoHun ngytb croauw.

Xo4a [likeH HaMaraBcs CTynaTu SKOMOra serwe, Ta Noro Ba>kki
YyepeBukun 6yno 4yTHO e 3aaneky. Mepi i KoniH pagicHo
nepesnpHyInucA i...

— Y MoXKHa, cep? — cnutana MapTa, BiaKpuBLLK ABepi. —
[ikeH Ta noro 3BipmHeLUb!

[ikeH ycmixaBcs Big Byxa A0 Byxa. B pykax xnoneub TpuMas
MaJieHbKe ArHATKO, a Nobiv TpoxXmKano pyae nmceHs. FocTtpo3ybka
cupina Ha nisomy rnnedi, CMoJsibKa Ha NpaBoMy, a 3 KULLEHI

BUrNsagana MoOpaoyka ByxaHbKu.

KoniH noBifibHO cnepcs Ha AMBaH i NpuKunis o4nMa o fikeHa
— TaK caMo, K Ko Bnepule y3apis Mepi. Xo4a KoniH CTinbKn
HacnyxaBcsa Npo [likeHa, Ta oAHaK HiskK He Mir cobi ysaBuTu, K Ton
HacnpasAi BUrnagae. A TyT iwe nmceHs, BopoHa, 6inkun i arua!
3pasasiocs, wo [likeH HacTiNIbKWN 3/IMBCS 3i CBOIMU 3BipATaMu, WO
BOHW CTaHOB/ATb 0AHe uine. KosiH y3arani HIKoOM He CMnisikyBaBCs

3i CBOIMM poBeCHMKaMM, a TYT NOMY i NPOCTO MOBY Bigibparno.

A ocb [likeH 30BCiM He po3rybumscs. BiH 3HaB, WO KON X04eLl i3
KUMCb noapyxutucs, Tpeba maTu TepniHHA. Hanpuknag, Konm Ha
NyCTULLI BiH ynepLwle nigxoams A0 MTaLOK 4YM 3BIipAT, TO TaKOXX
[O0BOAWIOCS YeKaTu, MOKM BOHWN 3BUKHYTb 10 HbOIO i MepecTaHyTb
6oAaTuca. OToX xnonewb NPOCTO NiginwoB Ao KoniHa n obepexxHo
NOKJ1IaB MOMY Ha KOJliHa ArHATKO. ArHsa ogpasy NpuUTyanaocsa Ao
XN10Muys i CTano HeTeprasye BOAUTN HOCOM MNOMIK CKJlaKaMu
Ternaoro oKCaMMTOBOro xasiaTa, a ToAi noTepsiocs 06 HbOro CBOEKD
Ky4epsBOIO rofliBKO. KOiH LUMPOKO BiAKPUB O4i i CNnTaBs
31MBOBAHO:



— Lllo BOHO xo4e?

— BoHo npocuTb icTu. [lymaeg, Wwo Ty Noro Mama, — yCMiXHYBCS
HikeH. — bauuw, 9 He roayBaB NOro 3paHKy. XoTiB, abu Tn
300a4mB.

[iKkeH CTaB HaBKOJILWKW i iCTaB 3 KULWEHI NASWKY 3 MOJIOKOM.

— Xoawn Ao MeHe, MaleHbKWUIN, — NnarigHo NMpPoMOBUMB XJ10MeLb,
obepexxHo nosepTatoyn o cebe roniBky ArHATU. — 3apa’ Mu Tebe
Harogyem. Xogm ciogu. O, Ha.

ArHATKO 3HAWLWO NMUMKY i CTano XXaaibHo CMOKTaTW.
HacuTuBLINCL, BOHO TakK i 3aCHYJ10 Ha KoniHax y KosiHa. KoniH
AVIBMBCS Ha HbOMO MOB 3aBOPOXKeHUN i 60ABCA NOBOPYXHYTUCH, abu

HE MOTPUBOXNTU ATHA.

Toai [ikeH po3nosiB KoJliHy, K 3HAaNLWLOB ArHATKO cepepn
A POKOBUX 3apocTent:

— BoHo, 6igHe, BXXe negBe AmMxaso Big xonoay i ronony, a

Tenep AVBU SK Biginwno!

KoniH po3nuTyBaB [ikeHa npo nycTuLle, npo 3BIipsT, MPo KBITK,
a ToW Teprisidye BCe NOMY NOSICHIOBaB. [Moku AiTu rosopunu,
CMosibKa BCTUMa KisibKa pasiB BUIETITU KPi3b BiA4YNHEHE BIKHO i
NoBepHYTUCA Ha3ah. [ocTpo3ybka i ByxaHbka TMM Yacom
[OoCNig>KyBann Aepeso 3a BiIKHOM. TifIbKU JINCEHATKO 3rOPHYJIOCH

Kanadymkom nobinga [likeHa i He BUXO0 QU0 3 KiMHATW.

MoTim [likeH noka3yBaB CBOI KHUXXKW. [likeH 3HaB reTb YCi

KBITW, Ki POCTYTb Y NOTAaEMHOMY cany.



— O, a Tol Ha3BW 5 He 3HaB, — MOBWB BiH, MOKA3YIO4YN Y KHVXL,
ne byno HanucaHo "akBinepxia", — 60 MU Ha3MBaEM iX OpAnKK. A
O0TO — POTUKW. BoHW € auKi i € capgosi. Ty' HaMasibOBaHi cafosi, TO
BOHW BinbLui, rapHiwi. B cagy pocTyTb BeIMKNMU KynkaMu. KBiTkn y
HMX 6yBatoTb CUHI | 6ini. A nentocTkn NoaibHi Ha MeTenukis: SK

BiOLBITAlOTb, TO NIETATbL 3a BITPOM.

— Aix nobayvy? Mobavy? — BUrykHyB KosiH.

— Ag', 306a4mw, — cepro3HO Bignosina nomy Mepi, — i 10
CKOpoO. He Tpe' MmapHyBaTu 4acy.

Po3pgin 20

"G OKNTUMY... KUTUMY... XKUTUMY Bi4HO!"

Xo4a AiTn NparHyam HeranHo nokasaTu KosliHy NOTaEMHUI cafg,
Hacamnepen — Tomy, Wwo y MisentBenTi ynpoOoBX TUX OHIB
TpuMasacsa A4OBOJII X0si04Ha i BiTpsAHa noroga. Mo-gpyre, KoniH
BCTUI TPILWKW 3aCTYAUTUCHA, OTOXK MYCUB Criepuly Buay»xaTun. Akon
Lle paHiwe wochk nepewkoanno KoniHoBi 34iNCHUTK Te, Wo
3a4lyMaB, TO icTepukn 6 He MUHYTK. A TyT XJ0MNeub Tepnasye
4yekaB, MOKW CaM 3MiLHIE Ta NOKW HaABOPI BUNOrogNTbLCS.
3pewTolo, WoaHA Noro HasinyBaB [likeH 3i 3BipATaMu, TOX
HyabrysaTn 6yno Hikonn. [likeH 4oK1agHO ONuUCyBaB NOMY, LLO
3apa3 AieTbCA Ha nNycTuLli. KoniH 3 LikaBiCTio c/yxaB 1 ysaBnaB cobi,
Hibn BiH CaM 0TO MaHAPYE MOMiXK 3apOCTeNn, 3yNUHAETLCA NoHaA
CTPYMOYKaMMN, XO0ONTb N0 CTEXUHKaX i 6aunTb oHaaTp, 6opcykis,
ONKNX KPOJINKIB, MULLOK — TaK 3axorJioBasiv NOro po3nosigi
[ikeHa. KoJliH TaKOoX y>Ke po3yMiB, Wo noTpibHo maTm BbaraTo
TepniHHA, abu NOOPYXUTUCSH 3 ANKUMUN 3BIpATAMM YU NTALLUKaAMU:
MOKW BOHN He NepeKoHalTbCs, Wo Tobi MOXKHa AO0BIPATU — Hi3allo
He NMianycTaTb A0 cebe.



— 3Ha€LW, 3BipATa i NTalWKW — BOHU TaKi SK MW, — CKa3aBs
AKoCb [ikeH. — Tinbko ntogn 36yayoTb cobi AiM — i XUBYTb Yy
HbOMY. A NTALLKWN JOBro Cs rHi3ga He TpMMaKTb, NPUXOAUTb BECHa
— HoBe BynyloTb. TOMy 3apa' y HUX HeMa Yacy Ha 3abaBun — MyCATb

BCTUTHYTW.

Yci npuroTtyBaHHSA Buxoay KosiHa 0o NOTaEMHOro cagy
TPUMANUCA Yy LINIKOBUTIN TAaEMHUUI. [iTK NpoayMyBann KOXHY
neTtanb. HixTo He noBMHeH 6yB 6a4nTK Bi3OK i3 X10NUEM, KOJIM BOHU
NOBEPHYTb Ha OOPIXKKY, WO NpoBaAuTb 40 XBipTKU. TOMy cnepLly
BOHW NOKPYTATbCA 6ing KBITHUKIB — HibW po3rnanatoTb KBiTH, SKi
BUCAAWMB TYT CaM roJIOBHUN CafiBHUK, MicTep PoBY. MoTiM
NOBEPHYTb Ha Ty AOPIXKKY. BoHa obcag)keHa KylwamMm — TaM ix yxe
HiIXTO He BaunTume. Toai WBMOEHLKO A0 XBIPTKN — i B cad. KoxxeH
KpOK 06roBoptoBaBCSA TakK CEPMO3HO i AOKNALHO, WO 300Ky Le
HarazyBaJio Hapaay NOJIKOBOALIB Nepen BupilanbHOo 6MUTBOLO.

Lls TaeMHMYICTb Wwopa3 binbwe 3axonstoBana ix, a 0cobnmeo
KoniHa. Cap y noro yaBi CTaBaB 4apiBHOIO CXOBAHKOIO, IXHIM
HiI340M, NPO SIKe HIXTO 3 AOPOC/NX HE MaB NpaBa 3HaTW. Hexan
cobi ragatoTb, WO BiH NPOCTO rynse 3 [likeHoM i Mepi, 60 nomy
nonoba€eTbCsa IXHE TOBAapPUCTBO.

3peLwToro, IXHi Hapagw cTasan HOBOK TEMOI A5 CAYr, KOTPi He
MO/ 3iNTW 3 AWBa: XJ0NeLb, AKUA HIKoro ao cebe i 6anM3bKO He
nignyckas, 3apa3 uini gHi npoBoanTb 3 Mepi Ta [ikeHoM! | HaBiTb
AVKUX 3BIpIB NyCKae A0 CBOEI KimHaTu! Cnepuly Li HOBUHMA
obroBoptoBasin Mi>xk cob0or0 NOKOIBKM, MOTIM CrpaBa Ainwia 4o
KOHIOXiB, @ TaM i [0 CafiBHMKIB. Ane HaBiTb 3HaK4YM Npo Ui
AVBOBWXHI NepeMiHn, MicTep PoB4 Heabunsak 30MByBaBCS, KON
OTpMMaB PO3MNOPSALAXKEHHS BIACHOK NMEePCOHOI0 3'9BUTUCA A0
KiMHaTK naHa KoniHa, oCcKinbku monoaun rocnogap 6akae 3 HAM

PO3MOBAATMW.



— ['M, 0TO AMBa, — MOBUB A0 cebe cafiBHUK, MOCMIXOM
BOAratoun KypTKy. — CKiNlbKM Ty' NpaLiolo, Yyto, WO XJ10MNeLb HIKOro
no cebe He nyckae. | Ha Tobi: Tenep camMm MeHe Kanye.

MicTep PoB4 6yB 4010BiK LiikaBMA. BiH CTiNbKN HacnyxaBcsa Npo
KoniHa — i WO pyKU-HOIMM B HbOIr0 NMOKPYYeEHi, i Wwo ropd cTnpynTb 3i
CMWHWK, i WO XKNUTK BCIM HE A€ CBOIMU iCTepUKaMu i npumMmxamu, — a
TYT HapewTi BMNasaa Haroga camomy nobauntu. OToX BiH

LIBMAEHbKO 3ibpaBcs i HEBOOB3i BXXe CTOSAB Nepen Micic Measok.

— Y ubOoMy LOMI CTiNIbKW CA 3MiHWII0, MicTepe PoB4ye, — cKa3ana

NOMY €KOHOMKaA, KOJIM BOHW NigHIManucs Ao KiMHaTu KoniHa.

— bynem cnogiBaTucs, Wwo Ha ninwe, Micic Megnok, — Bianosis

CafiBHUK.

— 3HaETe, ripwe BXe He morso 6yTn, — Bena fasi Micic
Mepnnok. — A Tenep Mu BCi nonerweHo 3iTxHynu. Mictepe Posuye,
TinbKn ByaobTe roToBi: y KiMHaTi KoniHa 3acTaHeTe uinnnm 3BipnHELb.

Tam [likeH, 6paT MapTtn CoBepbi. BiH Tam Ak BAOMa.

Ak6bu 3 HUMKM Byna Mepi, To 3apa3 BoHa Mana 6 Wwe ogHy Harogy
nepekoHaTucs, Wo [likeH BoNo4i€ AKMMUCh YapaMn: NOYyBLIN iM'A

xnonus, mictep PoBY Tenno ycMixHyBCH.

— Ta BiH X04 y bekiHreMcbkoMy nasaui 6yae Bogoma, — Becesio
MOBMB BiH. — Hige He po3rybutbcsa. Xopowunn xnoneub.

Xo4a MmicTep Pos4 i 6yB nonepen)xeHumn, Ta 04HaK TPILLKK
3/19KaBCs, KOU, Big4YMHUBLLK ABepi A0 KosiHOBOI KiMHaTW, Bigpa3y
no4ys: "Kappp! Kappp!" Lle CMosibka Tak noBigomssAsia npo HOBOro

rOCTS, BMOCTMBLUUCH Ha pi3bbiieHin cnuHui Kpicna.

— Cep, npunwoB MicTep PoB4, — orosiocusa Mmicic Megnok.



Ha uewn pa3 KoniH cnaiB y Kpicsi, a He Ha gmBaHi. [likeH cTosB
HaBKOJIiLLKaX i roayBaB ArHATKO 3 MIAWKN. BOHO CMa4YyHO LLMOKANO i
BMMaXyBaJi0 XBOCTUKOM. Ha nnedi xnonusa cugina 6inka i
30Ccepen)XeHo rpmsna ropix. Mepi cugina nopyd i cnocrepirasa 3a

ATHATKOM.

Mo4yBLIW, WO NPUALLIOB CafiBHUK, KoniH 3HOBY npubpas
BUrNALY panxi.

— To ue BM MicTep PoB4Y? — NpoKa3as xJioneub, 3BepTarymch
[0 4osioBika. — 4 nocsiaB 3a Bamun, 60 Mato BigaaTn BaM KisibKa

BaXXJINBNX HAaKa3iB.

— Cnyxato, cep, — Bignosis PoBu.

HacnyxaBwncb Npo NpuMxanBy BAa4y HOHOM0 rocrnogaps
MizenTBenTy, CafiBHMK No6otOBaBCSA, WO NOMY HaKa)XyTb BupybaTun
yCi oybu B napky abo 3a ogHy Hi4 NepeTBOPUTU ropoa Ha CTaBOK.

— Moobiai a BUigy HaaBip Ha CBOEMY Bi3KYy, — MnoBigoMus KosiiH.
— Skwo nobayy, WO CBiXXe MOBITPS ie MeHi Ha KopucTb, To byay
LWOAHA TaK rynaTu. TO OCb BaM Miil HaKa3: KON 8 rynaTuMmy, wob
HIKOro 3i cafiBHMKIB He Byn10 N0bAM3y OOPIXKKWK, L0 nae nonpwu
CTiHy 3 naoweM. A supywy 6M3bK0O Apyroi, TOMy BCi MalOTb
3abpaTucsa 3BiaTaMm, aXxx LOKM HE A03BOJIIO NOBEPHYTUCA A0 poboTn.

— Cnyxato, cep, — BignosiB MmicTtep PoBY, BTILLMBLWNCH, O OyOU

i ropo4 MOXYTb 3a/IMWLIATUCSA Ha CBOIX MiCUSX.

— Mepi, — moBuMB KosliH, MOBEPHYBLINCH A0 HEl, — L0 Ka)XXyTb B
IHAiT, Konin po3MoBY 3aBepLleHo | Tpeba Bigicnatn nogen?

— KaxyTb: "A no3sonst Bam iTn", — sBignosina Mepi.



FOHWIA pagKa BUTSTHYB PYKY.

— 9 po3Bongdto BaM iTn, PoBye, — cka3aB BiH. — Ane
nam'sTanTe, WO A BaM CKa3aB — Le AYy>Xe BaXXJINBO.

— Kappp! Kappp! — noTBepanna BopoHa.

— Cnyxato, cep. OsaKyto, cep, — NpPoMoBMB MicTep POBY i BOHN 3

Micic MeOonoK BUALLN 3 KiIMHATW.

Y>xe B KOpuaopi uen obpoaywHnm 4onoBik AaB BOJIO

MOYYTTAM i 3aCMiABCA.

— YecHe c10BO, BiH roBOpUTHb SIK JlopA! — MOBUB BiH.

— OX, AKLLO0 3 MaJIoro ANTUHI 4O3BOJIATU BCE, LLLO BOHA X04e, TO
n 6yoe oymaTun, WO BCi TiNbKM AN9 TOFO Hapoaunmcs, abun in
AooroaxaTtu, — 3iTxXHyNa Micic Meanok.

— Moxe, aK nigpocTe, TO 3MIHUTLCSA, — NPUMNYCTUB MiCTep
PoBu.

— OaHe MOXXy BaM CKa3aTu: SKLO0 Ta giB4nHKa 3 IHaii byne Ty
Aani, ToO BOHa 3yMi€ MOro HaBYMTHK, WO LiSla MOMapaHya € Hiymsa, Wwo
abn ii 3'ictn, Tpe' noginntn. Tak Kka3ana CiosaH Coepbi, —
3aBepLunia Micic Megnok.

Tum YacoM y KiMHaTI LiTu BOCTaHHE 06roBoptoBasin CBOIO
BUMpPaBy.

— Tenep yce rapa3sg, CafiBHuUKIB He Byage, — CXBUJIbOBAHO
npoka3as KoniH. — LLle Tpowkn — i 9 nobayy can! LLle 30BCiM

TpowKn!



HespnoB3i [likeH pa3omMm 3i 3BipATamMu niwosB Haagip, a Mepi
3anmwmnnacs 3 KoniHoM. Xnoneub 3MOBK, X04a 30BCiM He BUr 1 4aB
cTomneHunm. MpuHecnu obig. Mokn BOHM inn, KONiH He 3POHUB Hi
CNoBa, 3aMUCIEHO AMBASYNCH Neped coboto. [iB4nHKa crnepuy
31MBOBAHO Mo3mMpasia Ha HbOro, a ToAi cnuTana:

— KoniHe, npo wo ™1 aymaew? Y tebe oui gk 6aoaus.

— Hamaratocsa yaButu, — Bignosis KoniH.

— Wo? Can? — nocnutana Mepi.

— BecHy, — 3ampissHO MOBMB xJioneub. — [10Ci 4 Tak pigko
BnbupaBCcsa HaABip, WO HaBiTb HE MOXXY CObi yaBuTu.

— B IHAii a1 Tako>XX He 6aymna BeCHM, TOMY LWO il TaM He ByBae,
— CckKa3ana Mepi.

AK i BCi xBopob6amBi AiTn, KoiH Npo 30BHILLHIN CBIT 3HaB pajle
3 KHMXKOK, TOMY KOJIM 4yB LLOCb, Biapa3ly Hamarascs cobi ue

YSBUTW.

— 3Ha€EwW, Toro paHkKy, ko Tu B6irna ctoamn i ckasana: "BecHa
npuiwnal" — a Bigdys paaicTe. W yasus cobi BennyHy npoLecito 3
MY3UMKOIO i cniBaMu. B ogHin KHMXKUI 9 6a4MB TaKMn MaIlOHOK: OiTU Y
BiHKAX i3 PO3KBITNIMX rasiy30K, BCi CMIlOTbCA | KPYXKIAKOTb Y TaHL,
rpatoTb Ha ayakax i 3on0tux Tpybax. OCb YoMy A ToAi NONPOCUB
Tebe BiAYMHUTN BIKHO | CKa3aB: "HaneBHO, 3apa3 MM NoYyeEMoO
30/10Ti TpybMn".

— OT uikaBo! — 30MBoBaHO BMMOBWIa Mepi. — Ane BCe BOHO i
cnpaBhi Tak Burngnae. Kosam Bce 3a3eneHino, 3auBifo, Tohi NTawkm
| BCi XKMBi CTBOPIHHA MeTYyLaTbCA, CHYIOTb TYAU-CIOAW, CMiBaOTh,

webevyyTb — HiIbU y TaHkKy. OT Tobi i My3uka!



HiTn pa3som 3acmianucsa. O6bom gyxe cnogobanacsa us KapTuHa.

Tpoxwu nNisHiwe npunwna gornaganbHuua i 3sibpana KoniHa.
KiHKa 3aBBaXkuna, Wo Ha LUen pa3 xJorneub He YekaB, NMOKK BOHa
noro BOsirHe, a pobume Le Malxe CaM — BOHa Jinwe po3npasnsna
onexy. BogHo4vac BiH po3MoBisiB 3 Mepi, CMisBCS.

Konn KoniH 6yB Maii>ke roToBuin, 40 KiMHATK 3alLWOB NikKap

KpewnseH.

— Y HbOIr0 HUHI XOPOLUUN AeHb, — TUXEHbKO CKa3aJsia nomMy

nornananbHULS. — Xnoneub CMIETLCS, XKApPTYE, | cnnm mae binbLue.

— 4 3anay we nisHiwe, Ko BiH NOBEPHETLCA 3 NPOryasiHKN, —
npomoBuMB Nikap KpenseH. — MyLy nognBUTUCSA, SK BMNJIMHE Ha
HbOro nepebyBaHHA Ha CBi>XOMY MOBITPi. byno 6u nobpe, aKbu Bn

Milan 3 HAM, — 004aB BiH CTULLEHUM rOJIOCOM.

— Hi, cep, He nigy, 60 KoniH uboro He xo4e. Yu maio
BiAMOBUTUCSA Big CBOro Micua? — HecrnoAiBaHO TBEPAO BignoBisia

NnoMy OornsaanbHULS.

— Ta Hi, 1 He Hanonsrat, — 3HepBYyBaBCH Nikap. — Hy rapasg,
Hexan inyTb. 3pewToto, [1ikeHOBI MOXXHa | HEMOBASA OOBIPUTKU, HE Te

wo KoniHa.

HancunbHiwmnm cnyra 3Hic KoniHa BHU3 i nocaamB y Bi3oK. [likeH
y>Xe 4yekas HafBopi. JlornsaganbHULA 3i Cyroto CTapaHHO 3aKyTanu
KoniHa y nnen, nonpasuin noaywku. Xsioneub ringHyB Ha HUX

BEJINYHO MaXHYB PYKOIO:

— Bce, 9 003BONA0 BaM iTWU, — NPOMOBUB BiH SIK CMpPaBXHii

pagyxa.



Ti nepe3npHynnCs i WBNAEHbKO 3HMKJIN. Ta NNWEeHb CXO0BaIUCA
B ByanHKy, e ix y>xke He 6yno 4yTn, To BUBYXHYIM CMiXOM: OTO LWe

nosenntesnb!

Tum vyacoMm [likeH y34BCs 3a Bi30K i BOHM pywwinnun. Mepi nwna
no6i4 Bi3Ka. KoniH BIAKNHYBCSA Ha CNVHY | 3a4MBUBCSA Y Hebo.
Moropa cTtosinia ACHa, TenJsa, yropi 1w ge-He-ge nponameanu
NYyXHACTi XMapuHKK, WO CKNAaNncs Ha binnx ntaxie. 3 nycTuia AyB
JNlereHbKNn CBIXKUIN BiTepeLub i NPUHOCUB ONBOBVXHI NaxoLli. KosiH
BOMXaB ixX Ha NMOBHi rpyan. loBkona 6yno cTinbkn 6aps., CTiNbKn
3BYKIB, L0 XXOOHA KHMXXKa He 3a0aTHa byna ix nepenaTtu, TOX

xnoneub TiNIbKWU KPYTUB rOJI0BOKO HaBCIbiY | AnByBaBCS.

— OTOo cnpaBAi My3ukKa, — BMMOBUB BiH 3aX0MJIeHO,
[O0CNYyXal4mCb 00 NTAaWNHOIo Xopy. — Tenep po3ymMmito, AK 3By4UTb
BeCHa. A L0 ue Tak rapHo naxHe? — cnntas [likeHa.

— To Ha nNycTuLi 3auUBiB APOK, — BiAMOBIB TON. — | 3apa3 Tam,

NEeBHO, KPYXAOTb Ui xMapu 64xin!

KpiM HUX, y napky Ta 6ina KBITHUKIB He Bys10 XXOAHOI XKMBOI
Aywi: Hakas3 KoniHa 6yno BMKOHaHO, cafiBHUKIB HiIbu BUMeno 3i
cajy. Ane AiTn Wwe 0O0Bro Kpyxasam no AopiKKax, LOTPUMYOYNCH
CBOro nJjaHy, abm yneBHUTUCS, LLO HIXTO HE MOCATa€E Ha IXHIO
TAaEMHULLIO.

Ta oCb HapeLTi BOHM MOBEPHYIM Ha Ty OOBry LOPIXKKY nepen
CTiHOtO 3 naoweM. Nepenyysatoydm HabNMXKEHHSA 3aMoBITHOI MeTw,

OiTN CXBUIbOBAHO 3aTUX/IN | CTann roBOpuTU MNMOLUENKN.

— Ocb TYT, — o4HMMUK rybamu BumMoBuna Mepi, — a9 xoauna
nonpwu CTiHY i WyKasa Bxoay.



— TyT?! — BUryKHYB KOAiH, HETeprnsa4ye oraanatoydm niwLw,. —
y Yy

Ane g Hi4Yoro He 6a4vy, — NpPoOLLENOTIB BiH, — XXOLHOI0 BXo4y.

— {1 TakoX Tak gyMmana, — Bianosina Mepi.

Ha akycb MnTb 3anana Tuwa. [itn pyxanica gani.

— A ue can, akun pornapgae beH BesepcTtad, — KuHyna Mepi.

— OT0o1n? — BKa3aB KoniH.

— Yry, — noteepauna AOiB4nHKa.

3a KislbKa KpOKiB BOHa 3HOBY rnpoLluenoTina:

— A OTYT MasIMHiBKa nepeseTina Yyepes CTiHy.

— OTyT? — nepenuTtaB KoniH. — On, xo4 61 BOHa 3apa3
y

npuneTinal 94 Tak xo4y i nobavnTun!

— A Tenep AuBUCHA, — BPOYUCTO MoBUIa Mepi, nokasyo4n nig,
Kyw, 6y3Ky, — TyT MaJInHiBKa Cifla i MoOKa3aJsla MeHi KJoM.

KoniH nogaBcs Bnepea.

— [Ne? [le? — cXBUIbOBAHO BUNYKHYB XxJloneub. [ikeH 3yrnnuHuB

Bi3OK.

— Ta ocCb, — We pa3 nokasana Mepi i 3pobuna KpoK A0 CTiHW.
— Topni MmanuHiBKa 3neTina Ha Myp i 3awebeTana o MeHe. Y U0
MWUTb NOAYB BiTE€p — i... — MOBIJIbHO NPOMOBWJIA OiBYMHKA N OOHIEID

PYKOIO NigHsMa MNoLL.



— Ox! €! €l — 3agmxatoumce npowenoTis KosiH.

Mepi nepeMo>xHO risiHys1la Ha KosiHa i Big4mMHMNa XBipTKY.

— JlikeHe, WBUAEHbLKO!

HikeH 3pobuB KPOK — i Bi30OK B'IXaB y NOTAaEMHUN Caf.

KoniH BiKWHYBCSA Ha MOAYLWKY i 3aTyNMB LOJIOHAMU Oui. BCi
yBinwnu, Mepi 3a4nHUNa xBipTKY, NpUKpwuna ii nawLLeM, Bi3oK e
NpOoiXaB TPILWKWN N0 CTEXUHI | 3ynnHMBCA. Toai xnoneub 3abpaB pyku
3 061449 1 03UPHYBCSA OOBKPYX — pa3, APYrun, TpeTin, Tak camo,
AK ue byno 3 [likeHoM Ta Mepi, KO BOHW ONVHUANCA TYT ynepLue.

Takoro KosiiH He Mir no6aynTun HaBiTb Y HANCMINMBILLMX MPiaX:
LBININ aepeBa, NMOMiXK MOJIOLOK TPaBOK OKO MWUJyBasv 30J10TaBi,
ioneTosi i 6ini KNANTUKN — Ue UBINN KBITK, WO X nocagunm Mepi 3
HikeHoM. Bropi wunpsanm nTawkm, CKpPi3b CMiBv, A3UWKYaHHS,
rygiHHs, webeTaHHs. | naxoui, HEMMOBIPHI NaxoLLi — 3eMAi, TpaBsu,
KBITiB. KONiH 3a4apoBaHoO CJsiyxaB i AUBUBCSH, AVBUBCS | CyXas,
B6bupaB y cebe uinwouie noBiTps, NigCTaBAAB TEMINM COHAYHUM
npomMeHaM 0611448, WKno, pykKn — i B MOro cepue BavBaiacs

He3HaHa paficThb.

Mepi i [likeH He 3BOAMAM 3 HbOIO Noraagy. 3a TUX Kisibka
XBWJIMH XJ10MNeLb reTb NepeMiHUBCA: Y HbOro 3'ABUBCA JIErKUN
pyM'siHELb, @ 3aX0MeHi o4i, 3aaBasocs, 6ynn naaHi ysibpatn y
cebe uinunm cBiT. TyT KosiH NigHAB 4OrOpWY PYKW i BUT'YKHYB:

— A opyxatw! Opnyxato! Mepi! ikeHe! 4 ogyxato! | xutnmy,

XKUTUMY, XXUTUMY BiYHO!
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beH BesepcTad

HenmoBipHO, ane 4yacoM TpaniATbCA XBUIMHW, KON CripaBai
X04eTbCHA BUIYKHYTU: "f XXnUTuUMy Bi4HO!" Take byBa€, KoM OMBULLICSA
y CBiTaHKoOBe Hebo i 6aymil, SK BOHO MOBOJIi 3MIHIOETLCS, aXK MOKU
He 3a61cHe nepLmnm NPOMIHYNK — i TOAI XO4eTbCA Kpu4aTu 3
pafocTun, 60 ue AMBO LIETHCA KOXXHOro BOXOro paHky TUCANi,
MiJIBMOHW, MiNIbAPAN POKIB MOCNiNb. YacoM e Bio4YyTTH 3'ABNSAETLCS,
KOJIM CTOIW CaM nocepes sicy, a Ha Tebe Kpi3b BepLUeYyku aepes
NNIOTbCA 30710Ti NpU3axifgHi npomMeHi. AGo0 KoM 3aAMBULLICS Y HiYHE
Hebo, BCisHe MiflbMoOHaMU 3ipOK. |HKOIM TaKi NepeXxuTTa AapyloTb

3BYKMW OasIeKOl My3UKW, a IHKOJIM — YUWCb nornsag.

| oCb ynepLue ONMHMBLLNCL Y NMOTAaEMHOMY Cafy, cepep 3BYKIB i
H6aps po3bysnoi BecHW, KoniH, aKum foci Aymas nvwie npo xsopobwu i
613bKYy CMEpTb, panToM Big4yB Yy cobi HOBY XBUJIO NPOBYyaAXKEHHS.
BiH nosipuB y untT4. BiH Big4ys noro y cobi. BiH BigHanwos

pagiCTb. | Le NepeXnTTa reTb 3MiHWIO0 NOro.

A cap o Tin noobigHin nopi, 34aBanocs, BCiMa cniaMun CTapasCs
A0NOMOrTK xsonuesi. HeHave ycs Miub, yBeCb 4ap, ycs My3nka
BECHW 30Cepennnnca came nomi>k noro cTiH. HagiTb [likeH — i TOn
O6yB Bpa)KeHW. BiH 3yNMHNBCS | CTOSIB, 3aBOPOXKEHO PO33UPa0HNUCh
[OBKOJa.

— O-0x, Wwo TYy' ca gie! — BMMOBMB BiH BpeLwTi. — TpnHaguaThb
NiT XXMBY Ha CBITi, wine nyctuwe obxoams, a Takoro He 6a4yms.

— Ag', 60 TO Haw capn! Hankpawmin y cBiTi! — pagicHo o3Banacs
Mepi.

— A MOXKe, BCe Cs TaK rnopos3uBiTaso ona MeHe? — 3aMpisiHO

npomoBuB KosiH.



— Oro, TV 3aroBopm1B NO-NOPKLLUNPCbKOMY! — 3axonieHo
BUrykHyna Mepi. — Monogeub!

| BOHU 3acMmiganncsa.

[iKkeH NnocTaBuB Bi30OK Nif PO3KBIT/N0t0 canBoto. KoniH NigHAB
royloBy v 00BiB NOr1940M CBil CXOBOK. [TOMIXK FifIOK Npo3unpasno
4yncte cnHe Hebo. Bropi ryais pinn 6oxin. Xnoneub yCMixHyBCS:
Ternep BiH NOYyBaBCA HAa4Ye KAa3KOBUW BoJlo4ap, HAL SKUM

PO3MNPOCTEPTO PO3KIilWHUIA BangaxiH.

HikeH i3 Mepi we Tpiwkn nonpaytoBanun: Tpeba byno
NPOMOJIOTN OAUH KNAanTuK. KoiH 3 LiKaBiCTIO cnocTepiras 3a HUMMW.
MNoTim [ikeH Bo3mB KosliHa no winomy capgy, abm Ton mir no6ayuntm
BCi TyTewWwHi amBa. [1iTn nokasysaau NOMy, K BUr NS 0at0Thb
nyn'sHKW, pa3 [likeH nNigHAB nepo AsTna, a NoTiM Lie 3HanLWoB
NOPOXKHI LUKapanyrnkn S€Lb, 3 SKUX YXKe BUIYyNUAnCs nTalleHsaTa.
KoniH »agfibHo B6upas yce ouymma. Mlomy 3naBanocs, Hibu BiH
NoTpanuBe y Ka3kKoBY KpPaiHy 1 0Cb KOPOJIb i3 KOPOJIEBOIO
BiAKpPMBalOTb Nnepen HUM yci cBoi baraTcTsa.

— OT 61 noba4ynTn MannHiBcy! — 3amMpissHO BUMOBMB KOJIiH.

— 3a4ekain Tpoxa. AK BUIynnaTbCa Masi, Todi YacTo 6ynew i
6aunTn, — BignosiB [ikeH. — Hy, To6T0 He ii camy, a camus. bo
BOHa MYCUTb CUAITW B IHi3A4i, @ BiH Oyae HOCUTN MannM Xpobaukis.
YaBu cobi: npunitae — a Ty' BCi nuwaTh, A3b06K Nopo33asaaan. He
3HaTW KOMY MepLoMy BKUHYTK 0Toro xpobaka. Mama Kaxe: "4k
6ayy, CKiJIbKO Ti MTalWKK MYCATb CA HanpautoBaTn, abn HarogyesaTn
CBOIX AiTOYOK, TO MeHi 34a€'cq, wo caMa banaukyto". Kaxke, Wo wo

3 HUX, MEeBHO, NiT CTPYMKaMU CTIKaE.



HiTn yasunmn cobi MannHiBky, ska Kpunabuem ob6Tupae niT 3
roniekn — i 3acmignucsa. MNMpoTte [ikeH Bigpa3y 3pobus 3HAK i BOHW
3aKpuau pykot poT: Tpeba foTpmuMyBaTUCA TULLI!

Bizok i3 KoniHOM 3HOBY nMoBepHYBCS Nif, KBITKOBUI BangaxiH.
HikeH ciB cobi Ha TpaBi i BUTArHYB AyAKY, ane TyT KoniH nokasas
PYKOIO.

— Wo ue 3a oepeso? 30a€TbCA, BOHO BCOXJ10, NpasBaa? —

CrunTaB BiH.

LiTn rnaHynm i 36eHTexmnnucs.

— Tak, — BpewTi BignosiB [ikeH. — Ane nogmeun': TaMm 3i BCiX
B6OKiB POCTYTb TPOAHAWU. AK 3aUBITYTb, TO N He 306a4nw, Wo
BCOXJ1€E.

Mepi reTb NpuHULLKAA. [ He xoTinocs 3acmy4vysaTu KoniHa. A
BiH yCce OONUTYBaBCA:

— Ane sa 6a4y, WO TaM 3/1aMaHa O4Ha rinngka. LikaBo, sik To
cTanoca?

— To 6yno gaBHoO, 6araTo pokiB TOMYy, — MOBIJIbHO BiAMOBIB
HikeH. — Ox, omnBun, agnen! ManuHieka! Jletutb o0 rHisga! —

BTiLLMBCSA BiH 1 06epe)xHO noBepHyB KoniHa B apyrui Bik.

KoniH nepBe BcTur, ase Taku nobayms ii. [MTallka — neBHoO,
camelb, — Hecna wocb y A3b06i. BoHa CTpiNoo KNHynacs y 3enenHy
rylwaBuHy — i 3HMKIA 3 o4en. KoniH crnepcs Ha noayLuwiky i

3acCMiaBCSA:

— O, neBHo, NpuHecna bynoyky o Yato. LLlonHo Bubuno n'ary.
3Ha€Te, A 6 i cam Big 4ato BigMOBMBCS. A BU?



— | mu!' | mn! — B 0anH rosioc BUrykHynm likeH 3 Mepi.

3ro4oM BOHM roBOpMAn Mixxk cob60oto, L0 MasinHiBKa 3'sBuIacs
3aBAAKU YapaM — siKpa3 Kosn KoJliH 3annTas npo 3J1aMaHy rinky.
HiTn NnpocTo He Bynn roToBi PO3MNOBICTW NOMY BCIO NMpaBAY...
3pewToto, Xxnoneub 3a CTiIbKWU Yacy TiIbKN-HO BMGpaBCa HaaBip i us
HOBMHa MoOrfaa 3HOBY BiAOUTK NOMY OXOTY A0 MPOryasHOK. TOMy
[ikeH i Mepi Bupilwmnnm we Tpoxu novyekaTn. BoHn noknapanmncs
Ha... caA. Piyy TiM, wo Mepi byna nepekoHaHa: AKLWO 1 caMin
BOAJIOCHA NPOHUKHYTU TyAW, Lie 0eCATb POKiB He CTynajna JtoACbKa
Hora, AKWwo nepebyBaHHA TyT 3MILHWAO 1T | N0OAapyBasio pagicTb,
AKWO KoniH, TiNbKM NOTPanMBLUN CIOAW, 3MII BUT'YKHYTHU, LLO

XXKUTUME BiYHO — 3Ha4unTb, 6e3 YapiB TyT He obinwniocs.

[iB4MHKa noginunnacsa cBOIMU AyMKamin 3 [likeHoM. Xsioneub Ha

XBWUJIbKY 3aMUC/INBCSA, @ TOo4i BiANOBIB:

— 3Ha€wW, Hawa MaMma... BOHa AyMmae, Wwo Micic KpenseH 4acTo
TYy' npuxogntb, 60 MycnTb 6a4nTK, WO Cca Ai€ 3 KoniHoM, —
3Ba>KYl04M KOXKHE CJI0BO, NMPOMOBUB BiH. — BCi MaMun xo4yTb BauunTun
CBOIX AiTen... | BoHa 3 Hebec cloamn cs cnyckae, wob 306aunTn
KoniHa i gonomorTu nomy. Mo)xe, To BoHa Bigkpuna T1o6i capg, a
NoTiM CKa3aJsia HaM B3ATuca go poboTun, a NoTiM NpmBe3Tn TYy'

XJ10MLA.

Lle ocTaTo4HO yneBHWA0 Mepi, WO Len cag He NpoCcTun, a
YyapiBHU. OKpiM Toro, y rambuHi oywi giB4mHka byna nepekoHaHa,
wo [ikeH cam Bosioaie nobpoto marieto, ToMy noro Nobnathb i
3BipATa, | NTawkwy, i noan. MabyTb, 9K6KN y Ty XBUINHY 3 HAMN HE

byno [likeHa, TO n ManunHiBKa He npuneTina 6, Aymana Mepi.

ManuHiBKa wWe ABidi Y1 Tpudi NnposieTina Hag HUMKM 3i 3006m44to i
ue we 6inbwe gopano anetTnty KoniHy. ToMy BiH 3anpornoHyBaB
apy3am:



— MigiTe i CKaXiTe KOMYCb 3i cnyr, abu NPUroTyBaan KoLK 3
DKelo | 3anuwnam Ha gopixui 3 pogogeHapoHamu. A Toai Bu
rnpuHeceTe KoLK cloaun, rapasa?

Mepi i [likeHa 0oOBro BMOBASATU He A0Besnocs. HeBAOB3i Ha TpaBi
3'apunaca binla ckaTepTUHKA, a Ha Hill PO3KJlanam rapaymin Han,
TOCTWU 3 MacnoMm, 6ynoyku, nmpir. LiTn HAKMHYINCA Ha CMaKOMKN.
MNTawku cnepwy 3auikaBsieHO NPUANBISAIINCA, @ TOL4I XXBaBO
KUHYyNncsa 343b006yBaTn KpuxTn. FocTpo3ybka i ByxaHbka MaiHynu
Ha [AepeBo, MPUXONUBLLK MO WMaTKy nupora. CMosibka 3aBoJsiojina
nobpoto nonosuHow 6ynku i 3aTarna ii 3a gepeso. Toai noxoguna
AO0BKOJ1a 3006u14i, 3aMNCIEHO KapKato4in, Hibu BMpillyBana, 3 AKOro
B6oKy no4mMHaTK Tpanesy. BpewTi NiAKMHyNa WMaToOK yropy i

NMPOKOBTHYJ1a O OHMM MaXOM.

[eHb y>xe xunuecsa 0o se4opa. likeH i Mepi cuginn Ha Tpasi,
yCe Ha4YMHHA nocKiagasanm B KOWKUK. KOiH TUM 4YaCoM HanissieXxaB
cobi y Bi3Ky, cneplwmncb Ha NoayLWwKn. PymMm'sHeub Linnn geHb He

CXOOMB 3 MOro 06amyys.

— Wkoaa, wo Tpeba BXe NTKU, — 3 XKasieM BUMOBUB XJloneub. —
Ane A nosepHycCsa coaun 3aBTpa, | Nicnsa3asTpa, i nicna-nicnasasTpa.

— Cnopobanocs, npasga? — moBuia Mepi.

— UWe nntaew! A npuxoantumy Crogu Liny BecHy i uine nito, 6o
xo4y 6aunTny, 9K yce pocte. | cam byay TyT pocTu. K TpaBa, —
BeceJso BiANoBiB KosiH.

— ¥Yry, — nobpoaywHo nporys [ikeH. — TinbKo TObI we Tpe'

HaBYUTMCA XOOMUTW i MpauoBaTK Koo 3emsi. Mun Tebe HaB4MMO.

KoniH WnpoKo BiAKPUB OMi.



— 4 3MOXKYy XoanTn?! 3MOXXy KonaTu 3emin?! — nepennTtas BiH,

He MMy4un BipW.

HikeH o6epexxHo nornaHys Ha KoniHa. Hacnpasai BiH A40Ci He
3annTyBas, Lo LIETLCA 3 NOro Horamu. NpoTe yneBHEeHO 3a5BUB:

— MNeBHO, Wo 3Moxew. bynew xoantun, 9K oT Mn 3 Mepi. TifbKo
cunn Habepewicq, npasaa?

Mepi TpiwKn 3n9Kanacsd, ane KoniH NoACHMB:

— 3HaeTe, 9 botocs ctaBaTh, 60 HOrM B MeHe NpPoCTO

nigrMHatoTbCAa — Taki cnabki.

[iTy nonerweHo 3iTxXHyu.

— Hy To ocCb: K cs nepecTaHew 60ATK, TO BiApa3y BCe Bunae,
— ycMixHyBcs [likeH. — He 6incs!

— | 9 3MOXY Xo0AUTN? — 3 Hafi€o nepenuTas KosiiH.

— 3moxew! — 3aneBHMB [ikeH.

AKYyCb MUTb YCi MOBYaIN, AUBAAYUCH, K 3aX04UTb COHLUe. Llen
4y[4OBUW O€Hb, AKU NofapyBas IM CTiJIbKW HOBOIO, NOBOJI
3aBepulyBaBcs. HaBiTb 3BipsaTa — i Ti BTUXoMupunucs. CMosbKa
BMOCTWJ1ACA Ha rinui i NiHKBO cnocTepirasa 3a TUM, WO OIETbCS
noBKosa. Mepi 3g4an0cs, WO NTawka 0Cb-0Cb 3aCHe 30BCIM |,

MO>XJINBO, HABITb 3acone.

PanTtom KoniH NigHAB rosIoBy i CTPUBOXXEHO MNpoLUenoTiB:

— XT0 ue? Wo ue 3a 4onosik?



HikeH i Mepi 3ipBanuncsa Ha piBHI HOrW.

— [1e? — BUMOBWUIN CTULLEHO.

KoniH noka3as Ha Myp.

— BbayvuTe? OH BiH! — nNpoLwenoTiB CXBMIbOBAHO.

HikeH Ta Mepi o6epHynucs i... 3-3a CTiHM cTupYana apabuHa, a
Ha Hin cTosAB po3rHiBaHUM beH BesepcTad! CTapuin CTUCHYB N'ACTYK
i norpo3mB y 6ik Mepi.

— OT0 Mana BepTuxsicTka! byna 6u Ty' 6211M3bKO, TO 4 Tak 6u

TO6I BCMNaBg, Wo nam'atana bu 4o HOBUX BIHUKIB! — KPUKHYB BiH.

beH nmigHABCA we Ha oauH wabenb, HIbn xoTiB NepecTpUbHyTH
yepes Myp, NpoTe AiB4MHKA CaMa pyLinia nomMmy HasycTpid. CTapumn

3YMNUHUBCSA | TiINIbKN NOTPSACAB KyJIaKOM.

— Yoro He cnoAiBaBcs, TOro He cnofjiBascs! — cepaAnTo KpuyaB
BiH. — Twu MeHi Bigpa3y He cnogobanacs, gk Tinbko Tebe 306a4mB.
OTo BCe BMNUTYE i NMXa€e HOCa e He Tpe'. A 1 He Mir gfoayMaTucs,
40' BOHa Tak c4 nignm3sye. bakn meHi 3abmnBana, kasana, 3

MaJINHIBKOIO X04€e CS MOAPYXUTMN...

— He cepabTecs, beHe, — o3Banacsa Mepi, nepesiswIn NOANX, —
ajie AKpa3 MaJIMHiBKa Nnokasasia MeHi gopory ciogn!

Moyvyswwu ue, beH BesepcTad we binblwe po3cepamnscs i BXe,
3paBasiocs, 3ibpasca cTpubaTtu.



— Tw... Tn, mana 6pexyxo! — 3aBonaB BiH. — 3BepTaE Ha
nTawky! MannHiBka nokasana in gopory, aa'! | 4o 4Yoro Ton CBIT
kKoTun'ca? Take npngymaTu!

— Tak, ManMHiBKa NokKasaJsia MeHi XBipTKY, — BMNepTo
nosTopuna Mepi. — Moxe, BOHa i He 3Hana, Wwo pobuTb, ane Tak
cTanocs. beHe, g BinblWe He CKaXy Hi C/I0Ba, AKLLO He nepecTaHeTe

KpUyaTu i BUMaxyBaTu KyJIaKOM.

BeH Tinbkn HabpaB y rpyan noBiTps, abm 3HOBY WOCH 1N
BUMOBICTU — i TYT panToM po3rybseHo 3aTunx, po33ABMBLLK pPOTa Bif

HecnofiBaHkW. TilbKKU OUBUBCSA BiH y>Xe He Ha Mepi.

Piy y TiM, wo KoniH Bpew Ti OTAMUBCSA | TOPKHYB [likeHa 3a pyKy,
MOBJSB, Be3n MeHe Tyaun. OTox noku beH BesepcTtad cBapmsca 3
Mepi, [likeH po3BepHYB Bi30K i Aonpasus Ao Mypy. | konm beH
y34piB Bi30K i3 IOHMM rocrnogapemMm, TO Y HbOro NPocCTo Bigibpano
MOBY.

— Bwu 3HaeTe, XTO A7 — CyBOpPO 3anuTas KoJiH, NiIAHABLUW PYKY.

beH Be3epcTad OMBUBCA Ha XN10MNLA MOB 3aBOPOXXEHUN. Bi3ok 3
6apBUCTUMN NOAYLLUKAMM HaraayBaB KOMICHMLIO AKOroCb Laps. |
uen xnoneuyb... Ctapun nvwe nagamkas rybamu, npote He Mir

BMMOBWUTW i CNIOBA.

— Bwu 3HaeTe, XTO 97 — NOBTOPUB NUTAHHA KONiH. — KaXiThb!

BeH Be3epcTacd nigHAB CBOIO BY3J/lyBaTy PYKY i MPOBIB HEO NO
o4ax, Hibn BigraHawo4n Big cebe npmsuaa, a To4i CXBMILOBAHO

BNMOBWUB:

— Af', 9K He 3HaTW... y Tebe MmaMuHi o4i. bor noro 3Hae, gk T"

croau noTpanme. Ty X Kanika.



KoniH 3abyB Npo CBOIO CNWHY: BiH PBYYKO NofaBcs Briepen i

Hannecs BarpsaHuem.

— 4 He Kanika! — po3rHiBaHO BUrykKHyB xsioneub. — He Kanika!

— BiH He kanika! — nigxonuna Mepi, Takox Heabunak
po3cepamBLLUNCE. — § ornsgana Noro CNMHy — TaM HemMa Hivoro...

HisKoro ropba... HaBiTb r'yibku!

beH Be3epcTad we pa3 nposiB No o4ax. Pyka y 4onosika
TpeMTina, rosnoc apuxas. Llen cTapun nopkLuvpeub 30BCiM He XOTIB
obpa3nTtn KoniHa: NnpocTo, 3a CBOIM 3BMYaEM, DOBKHYB

HaBrpocTeub, WO AyMaB.

— To TW... TV He TopbyH? — CNNTaB XPUNKO.

— Hi! — BurykHyBs KoniH.

— A 4 4yB, Wo T06i HOrM NOKPyTUIO, — 3HOBY 6OBKHYB BeH.

KoniH cnanaxHyB. Takoro MoMy HixTo e He roOBOPUB B OYi.
FOHUIA pafiXka BUTAMHYBCA SIK CTPyHa. Mloro oxonus rHis. 3a3suyal
TakKi cnanaxu npu3Boguan Ao ictepuku. NpoTe Ha uen pas rHie i
obpa3a po3byaounnm y KoniHoOBI AsKYyCb HEMMOBIPHY CUJy.

— lawn ctoan! — KpUKHyB BiH 00 [likeHa, ckuaatoum 3i cebe nnen

i nogywkn., — Migingn! LWenako!

HikeH ymnTb onuHMBCSA 6ing xnonus. Mepi Bif XBUAIOBaHHA aXX

36nigna — BoHa Big4vyna, Wo 3apas byne.

— T moxew! Moxew! Moxxew! Moxxel! — 3Ha NnoBTOptOBaia

BOHa.



Tum vyacom [likeH y3aB KoniHa nig pyKy. Xsoneub rnepectasus
HOMM 3 Bi3Ka Ha 3eMJ1l0 — | BCTaB. ToA4i BUNpoCcTaBCcs. Yepes CBO
XyOopnsaBICTb BiH 34aBaBcs wWwe smwmM. OYi nananu.

— [OuBiTbCA! — BUIryKHYB BiH, ANBS4YNCL Ha beHa Be3epcTada.

— OuBiTbCA Ha MeHe! [nBiTbcA!

— BiH cTOITB! — CKpUKHYB [likeH. — BiH MOXe cToATH, AK . BiH

Takui, 9K BCi xnonui B MopkLuupi!

beH Be3epcTacd 3aTpeMTIB i — 3 NOro 04en NOTEKIN CJIbO3W.
Llboro Mepi HigK He cnopgisanacs.

— O-ox! — cnnecHyB pykamu cTapun. — To niogn bpexann!
Xnoneub Xyaun sk Tu4Ka, 6nignnm 9k cTiHa — ase Hivo' NoMy He
BpaKye: CnnHa piBHa, HOrwM piBHi. 3 Tebe BUpPOCTE MOLHUIA HYONOBIK,
xnonye. bnarocnosu Tebe boxe!

[ikeH TpumaB KoniHa 3a pyky, ajie B LboMy He 6yno notpebu:

XJoneub BNeBHEHO CTOAB HA CBOIX HOrax.

— Konn Hema 6aTbKa, TO rocnogap TyT si. By MOBUHHI MeHe
C/lyxaTun, — NpokKa3as KoniH, ANBISAYUCH NPOCTO B 04i beHry
BesepcTady. — Le min cag i 9 6yay cioam npuxogntun. Tinbkn
HIKOMY MNPO Le He KaXiTb — Hi-KO-MYy. A 3apa3 3/71a3bTe 3 ApabuHun:
Mic Mepi 3ycTpiHe Bac Ha nopixui i npusene crogn. Joci Mu BCe
TpUManu y TaEMHWUUI, ane Tenep Bu 3HaeTe. | 4 Mmywy 3 Bamu

NnOroBopuTK. XOA4iTb, 5 Yekato!

beH Be3epcTad Hifik He Mir BigipBaTu o4en Big KoniHa, ane

CTaB MNoBOJli CNyCKaTUCH.

— 0-0x, xJ10n4e, M MUNUIA Xnon4ye! — po34yneHo WenoTiB

CTapwun.



BpelwTi XMTHYB rosioBotO, MPUKJIaB PyKy A0 Kanesoxa i

NPOMOBWUB:

— Tak, cep! Cnyxato, cep! — i 3HMK 3a CTiHOIO.
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Mpwn 3axoAni coHusA

AK TiNbKW rosioBa CTaporo cajiBHMKa CxoBaJlacsa 3a Mypowm,
KoniH obepHyBCcs 0o Mepi.

— Migwn 3yCcTpiHb NOro, — MOBMB BiH i AiB4MHKa nobirna oo

XBIPTKW.

HiKeH NnNbHO cnocTepiraB 3a KOXXHUM pyxoM KoniHa. Ane
xsiorneub 30BCiM He 36upaBca nagaTw.

— Bba4nw, a ctor, — npomosuB KoniH, BUCOKO MigHABLUN

rosoBy.

— 4 K Ka3aB Tobi: 9K nepecTaHew cA 60aTK, TO BCe B Tebe

BUMOE, — BTilWEHO BiANoBiB NoMy [likeH. — | 0Cb, BUALLIJIO.

— Tak, Bnnuwinio, — noteepams KoniH.

TyT BiH 3ragas, sk Mepi rosopusa npo [ikeHoBi Yapw.

— JlikeHe, MOXXe, Lue TU MeHi gonomir? Moxxe, T\ YapiBHUK? —

CMUTAaB HeCnoAiBaHo.

[iKeH yCMiXHyBCS.



— KoniHe, Tn cam ue 3pobus, — BianNosis nomy. — Tn 3pobuBs
anBo. Moxe, Tob6i nomorna 3emns. BoHa npobyaunaca — i gnsun, —
MOBWB XJI0MeLb, MOKa3y4n YepeBNKOM Ha KYLLUK KPOKYCIiB. —
Mo>xe, BoHa Tob6i gana cuny.

KoniH rnsiHyB Ha KPOKYCW.

— Afd', — NPOMOBMB NOBIJIbHO, — roAi 3HANTW BiNbLUi Yapw
noHapg Ti, WO Ty' €... i byayTb. [likeHe, AOMOMOXXWN MEHI: 1 X04y
NPOWTW OH TYAW, — CKa3aBs BiH Aasli, NOKa3yl4M AepeBo 3a Kijibka
KpOKiB Big cebe. — 3apa3 npunae beH BesepcTad, To 9 noro Tam
YyeKaTuMy. AKLWLO CTOMJIIOCA, TO CAAY W BIAMNOYUHY. | npuxonu we
nnen 3 Bi3Ka.

KoniH TpumaBscs 3a [1ikeHOBY pyKy, ajie UwoB caM. BiH
nobpaBcsa 0o AepeBa, CTaB piBHEHbKO i cnepcs 06 cToBbyp.

Mepi npoBena beHa Be3epcTaga 4Yepes XBipTKY | BOHU AWK MO
cTexuHi. Ctapun we 3ganeky nobavms xnonus i 3HOBY NPUKMNIB 40
HbOro norasaaom. Tum 4yacom Mepi wock 6yboHina cobi nig Hic. Lie
BiABOJKano yesary beHa Big xsonys, ToMy CTapuin HEBAOBOJIEHO

CrnnTas.

— Wo ™ Tam Kaxxew?

[iB4MHKa, 34aBanocs, He noyvyna — Taka byna 3ocepenxxeHa.
BoHa Tako>X HeBiACTyNHO amBuiacsa Ha KoniHa i BCi€lo aywero

HamaraJsiacsa noro nigTpumaTu.

— T moxew! Moxew! 9 > Ka3zana: moxew! — 3Han

NMOBTOpPtOBaJla BOHa, NMOKWN BOHU inn.



KoniH i cnpasai 4ynoso TpuMascs. BiH noyekas, noku beH
BesepcTad niginwos 30BCiM 61M3bKO, @ TOAI CyBOPO MSAHYB Ha

HbOTI 0.

— MNoawuBiTbCs Ha MeHe! — 3BesiB BiH. — J[1o6pe noamBiTLCSA!
Baunte y meHe rop6? Ym nokpy4deHi Horm?

beH Be3epcTad iLle He 30BCIiM NPUALLOB A0 TAMU Bif YyCbOTO,
Lo cnoAaisnocs, ane 3pobus Hag coboto 3ycmnns i BiANoBiB:

— Hema Hivo'. | cnnHa B Tebe piBHa, i HOrW B NOPSAAKY... Ane...
ajie xJyion4ye, YoMy X TW Bifl BCiX €5 Xo0BaB? Taxk /l0o4An AyManu, Lo

TW Kanika, Lo HecrnoBHa po3ymy! — He BUTpMMaB CTapum.

— HecnoBHa po3yMy?! — rHiBHO BUrYKHYB KoJiH. — XTO Take
basikae?

— A, Ta 6anaMyTiB Hikon He Bpakye. IM He Tpe' 6aunTn — iM
abu MonoTn A3nKamMun, — MaxHyB pPyKoto cTapun beH. — Ane Bce
OLHO: CKa»>XWn MeHi, 4oro Tn cs 3akpue 6ys BaomMma? Horo cs He
noka3syBaB?

— Bbo BCi gymann, wo A ckopo nompy. | BUTpiLLannca Ha MeHe,
— BigKa3as KosliH. — A Tenep 4 3Hato: 9 He nompy! — 3aBepLUuB BiH
pilyye.

beH Be3epcTad 341MBOBAHO 3MipAB MOro NOrnsagoM 3 Hir oo

ronosun.

— XTO nompe, TU? — BUryKHyB cTapuin. — Ta ge-ge! Ta T oH
SIK 3 Bi3Ka €A 3ipBaB! Ta X To Tpe' MmaTn cuny! 9k g To 306a4ms, TO
B>XKe 3HaB, Wo 3 Tobot Bce byne pnobpe. Caab cobi Ty', xnonye, i
Ka>u, Wo Mato pobutn, 60 T — Min rocnogap.



s rpybyBaTa Hi>XHiCTb CTaporo beHa Be3sepcTada 3Bopyinna
BCiX, Yy TiM 4ncni KoniHa. Yonosik 3 winoro cepus 6a)kaB 30poB'a i
nobpa cBoeMy rOHOMY rocnogapto. Noku BiH ilwoB ctoaun, Mepi
BCTUI1a NOMY MOACHUTHN, WO KoniH NoYyBa€ETbCS LWopa3 Jinwe i wo
ue cag nomy gornomir. OTo)X beH xoTiB Hapew Ti NOPO3MOBAATHY 3

xJonuem.

KosiH BMOCTUBCSA Mig AepeBoM.

— Lo Bn pobuTte, beHe? — nouikaBUBCSA BiH.

— Bce, WwWo ckaxkyTb, — BigNoBiB cTapun. — B3arani Ty' €
AOCUTb CafiBHUKIB. MeHe TpuMaloTb 3 nacku, 60... 60 BOHa MeHe
nobuna.

— XTO — BOHa? — nepenuTtas KoniH.

— TB0og MaTn, — NnpokKa3aB beH Be3sepcTad.

— Mosa maTn? — Truxo BumoBmB KoniH. — Lle 6yB ii can, Tak? —

cnnTaB, 06BIBLLM MOrNaaoM OOBKOJIA.

— Aqa', To npaBpa! — noTBepaus beH BesepcTtad. — BoHa 'ro

HanbinbLwwe nodbuna.

— 4 Takoxx nobnio noro. Tenep BiH Min. | a4 Byay npuxoanTum
croauv woaHa, — 3aasuB KoniH. — Tinbkuy ue TaeMHuMus. Mok Lwo
HIXTO He MOBUHEH 3HaTK, WO MK crogm xogmmo. Nam'atanTe npo ue,
beHe. [likeH i MOosa cecTpa, Mepi, NnpautoBanu TyT pa3oMm, abu 6oaan
TPOXM NMpmMBeCcTn A0 naay. Akuwo Ham byae noTpibHa gonomora, To A
nocuaaTuMy 3a BaMu. Ane nuiabHynTe, Wob HixTo He 6aymB, 9K BK

ctoam 3axoauTe. Le nyxxe Baxknmeo, beHe.

Ha obnun4yi beHa BesepcTada 3'aBunaca ctpuMmaHa nocMmiwka.



— As', To A BMiIto. 4 i paHiwe npobupasBcs CloAn — i HIXTO MeHe
He 306a41B, — CKa3aB BiH.

— Hesxe?! — BUrykHys KoniH. — Konu?

— OcTaHHiIn pa3 g 6yB Ty', — noTep nigbopionsa i NOANBUBCS
[OBKOJAa, — A€eCb 30 ABa POKN TOMY.

— Ane X pgecaTb pokiB can 6yB 3aunHeHun! Cioam HIXTO He Mir

noTpannuTu! — CKPUKHYB KoniH.

— A 9 6yB, — cKa3aB cTapui beH. — MeHi He Tpe' 6yno XBipTKK
— S Yepes CTiHy nepenasms. TiNIbKO NOTIM peBMaTU3M MeHe
CKPYTUB, TO BXX€ HE FOAEH.

— | B1 TY' npautoBanu, obpizann rinkn! — BurykHys likeH. — A

1 HIAK He MIr 3p0O3yMiTK, YMiX TO PyK Ccnpaga.

— Micic KpenseH gy»xxe ntobuna Ton cag... aAyxe! — noisnbHO
npoka3aB beH Be3epcTad. — BoHa 6yna Taka Muna, Taka monoaa.
A AKOCb CH 3acMidna Ta N Ka)xe MeHi: "beHe, NnaMm'aTanTe: 9K 4
YacoM 3axBopito abo gecb noigy, To BU MycuTe AOrISgHYTU MOI
TposaHAW. Ha Bac Tinbku i noknagatocsa”. O... Ak 1i He cTano, To
MicTep KpenBeH i cag 3aMKHYB. A 1 BCe 'OHO X04MB, — MOBUB
ynepTo. — lNepena3uns Yyepes Myp... A4OKU Mir. o BOHa MeHe
npocwuna.

— Hy 3BicHO, 9kbu He BK, TO Ty' 61 BCe reTb YNCTO

no3apocTarsio, 9K B NiCi, — MOBUB [iKeH.

— [Oakyto Bam, beHe, 3a Bawy npauto. Ta n, 6avy, BN Taku

BMiETE TPMUMATU TAaEMHULIO, — 3BOPYLLUEHO MOBUB KOJiH.



— As', BMilo, cep, — Teruio BignosiB beH. — 3pewTa, Tenep
MEeHi, CTapoMy, byae nerwe: BXe He Mylwly nepenasnTun yepes
CTiHy, pa3 xBipTKa BigKkpuTa!

KoniH yCcMixHYBCS, @ ToA4i nepesiB NOrnsan Ha 3acTyr, WO JieXXaB
no6i4. Mepi 3 wikaBicTo cnocTepirana 3a xnonuem. A KoniH
OOTAMHYBCSA PYKOKO 00 3acTyna, NigBIBCA 3 HAM, MOKPYTUB NOT0 Y
pyKax, a Toai yBirHaBs y 3emnt0. Cunum B pykax He byno, npoTe
Xsiorneub NoBosi NigBa>kuB BIATATY CKNOY i nepeknHys. Cam! Mepi
3aTaMmyBaJsia Nnogux.

— Twn moxeww! Moxew! — npoMoBuia BOHa TuUxo. — Kaxxy Tobi,

MoXxelLu!

[ikeH i beH Be3epcTad TakoX npukuninm o4nmma oo KosniHa.

KoniH konag! MNoBinbHO, 06epexxHo, ane konas. [likeH, Mepi i
CcTapuin beH 6osnnca HaBiTb rNnbLe anxHyTn — Tak ybonisanu 3a

xnonus. BpewTi KoniH 3ynMHUBCSA | paficHO rnsHyB Ha [likeHa:

— I'™m, ko Tn 06iuAB, WO A CTaHy Ha HOrwW, Wo byay xoanTwy,
AIK BCi xJ10naKku, wo byny 3 Bamu npauyosatn — s cobi ragas, Wo Tm

NPOCTO X0o4ell MeHe BTiwnTn. A Tenep 6ady: TM Ka3as npaBay. A Ty

TiNIbKO NepLunn AeHb — i Ma€LW: BXe Xo4)Xy, ba HaBiTb Konato.

Moyyswun moBy KoniHa, beH Be3epcTad po33aBuB poTa, a ToAi

3acCMiaABCSA:

— Oro, Ta Tn NpaBamMBUA NopKLuMpeub, xsonye! | banakaew no-
HalloMy, i O 3emnuui ca B34B. Hy, Tenep Mycuwl woch Ty'
nocagunTun. Xo4ew, npuHecy To6i TpoaHAy?

— HeciTb! WBnawe! — 3 HeTepniHHAM BUryKHYB KOJIiH | 3HOB

3axognBCcsAa KOonaTw.



beH Be3epcTad Hibn n 3abys Npo CBin peBMaTMU3M i HEMOJ10Ai
NniTa: YONI0BIK MUTTIO 3ipBaBCS 3 MiCUS | LWUBNAKO MOYUMYNKYBAB [0
Tenauui. TuMm Yyacom [ikeH TakoXX y34B L0 PYK 3aCTyn i TPILLKWK
A0MNoOMiIr: Nornnbume i po3WwmnpmrB AMKY, WO il BUKONaB KoniH. Mepi

npuHecna noanBasky.

— CoHue BXe HU3bko, — cTypboBaHO BUMOBMB KOiH,
no3upatoym Ha Hebo. — Ym BCTUIHY? Xo4y NOCaAUTN TPOAHAY, 3aKK

BOHO 3aMae, — NOsACHWB BiH.

TyT Ha cTexuHi 3'aBuBcsA beH BesepcTad i3 TpoAHOo010. HoN0BIK
TPILWKW WKYTWUAbrae Ha OA4HY HOry, ase nocniwas 3 ycix cun. Ocb
BiH MiginWwoB 00 OiTen, CTaB HAaBKOJIWKN N 06epe>xxHO BUTPYyCUB

POCJ/INHY i3 ropumKa.

— Tpuman, xnon4dye, — CXBUJIbOBAHO MPOMOBMB BiH, Nepeaatoymn
TpoaHAy KoniHy. — fK rocnogap npMxoAuTb Ha HOBE MicLe, TO
cagunTb TaM aepeBo. HuHi Ton can ca BepHyB A0 Tebe i T Ma€eww

nocaauTun Ty KBITKY caM, CBOIMU pykamun. [asan!

Xnoneub 3a0MBCA ryCTUM pyM'sHUEM. BiH oy)xe XBUIIOBaBCA:
Oyn10 MOMITHO, WO Y HBOIO ak TPEMTATb PyKU. Ta ocb KoniH
onaHyBaB cebe: BiH y34B TpoAHAY Big beHa, 3anxaB y AMKY i
noTpuMaB, AOKM CTapuil 3acunaB KOPiHHSA 3emieto. MNMoTiM BOHK

yABOX ille Ik HaNleXXNTb PO3PIBHANN | BTONTaNN I'PYHT.

— Bcturnn! — pewTi BuMoBMB KoniH. — CoOHLEe WOWHO CifaE.
HikeHe, [ONOMOXKN MeHi. Xo4y 6aynTun, 9K BOHO 3ange.

[ikeH nogas noMy pyKy i xsioneub NigBIBCA. MOXINBO, | TYT 1M
A0MNOMOrsn Yapu caay, 60 akbu cnisHuanca 6onam Ha MUTb —
COHLLe BXe cxoBasiocs 6 3a 0bpin. Yci pagicHo 3acmianucsa. BoHu

BCTUT IN.



Po3pgin 23

Hapu

Y 6yanHky ix HeTepnnaye Burnanas nikap KpenseH. BiH
HEMOKOIBCHA, YOMY XJIOMLUSA TaK AOBro HemMa, kapTas cebe, WO
BioNYyCTUB NOro y cag. BpewTi KosiHa gonpasuam 40 NOro KiMHATW i

nikap niwos ornagatn HeboXa.

— He moxxHa To6i Tak 4oBro rynatn, — ctypbosaHO MOBUB BiH.
— MeBHO, nobpsaye cTommBcsa 0o Bevopa. Lle moxxe T0b6i

3aluKoOgunTn.

— 30BCiM 8 He BTOMUBCSH, — BiaKa3aB KoniH. — HaBnakwy,
Nno4YyBatoCcsa Yy[OBO i 3aBTpa FyAsaTUMY Le O0BLIE: CrepLly 3paHKy,
a noTim i moobia,.

— botocs, wo He 3MoXy Tebe BiAnyCTUTU, — NOXUTaB roJI0BOIO
nikap KpenseH. — Nagato, Lie 30BCiM HEPO3BaXkJIMBO 3 TBOro Hoky

— TaK pU3nNKyBaTW.

— Ue Bu pusukyeTte! Tinbku cnpobynte MmeHe 3ynnHUTU, —
3BepxHbO 3asaBuUB NoMy KoniH. — {1 Bce oaHo nigy. | rynatumy
CKiflbKK cxo4y! 3po3ymino?

JNlikap 6inblue He MaB WO CKa3aTu i BUALLOB 3 KIMHATW.

Konu BiH 3a4mHuMB 3a coboto aBepi, Mepi nuabHO nogmBuiacs Ha
xnonus. NpoTe TOW HaBiTb He 3[40ralyBaBCs, HACKIJIbKMN CBOEIO
noseniHKO obparkae nogen, SKi Npo HbOro NikNyTbca. KoniH
Lli/le XXUTTSH »KMB Haye Ha OCTPOBI, Ae cam ByB KOPOSEM i Mir YAHUTW
BCe, L0 3aMaHeTbCs. Xsoneub HiKoIM He cTaBuB cebe Ha Micue
IHLWNX, He Po3yMiB, IK BOHM cebe novysBatoTb NiCAsA CNiB, WO X BiH

BMMNOBIB, HaNpuKnag, nikapto KpenseHy. A ocb Mepi nobpe



nam'atana, akoto HByna BOHa caMa paHiwe i 9K 3MiHMnacs,
noTpanuewun oo MisenTteenTy. BoHa TakoX 3ragana, fK in
aornomMornn BiaBepTi csioBa beHa BesepcTada: fiB4MHKaA To4i 4M He
BNepLle 3aMumcaniaca HaZ CBOEK NOBEAIHKOK i CBOIMU MaHepaMu. |
Tenep Mepi Bupiwunna: KosiH Tako>X NOBMHEH MNOYYyTW Npasay npo
cebe, iHaKLwWe NPO XXOAHi 3MiHN He MOXXe ByTu n MoBwW. NpoTe BOHa
Nvwe BUMOIIMBO AMBUIACA Ha XJ0nus: i xoTinocs, wob KoniH cam

pO3ro4aB po3MOBY. TaK BOHO 1 BUALLJIO.

— Yoro Tn Tak Ha MeHe OUBULLCA? — CMUTaB BiH 34MBOBAHO.

— 3Ha€ew, MeHi WKoaa nikaps KperBeHa, — CTPUMaHO
BiaMnosina nomy Mepi.

— I'M, MeHi TakoXX, — 3JI0BTIilLHO NMpoka3asB KoniH. — Tenep,
KOJIM MeHi Kpalue, He 6a4ynTn nomy MisensenTy K BNacHUX Byx be3
n3epkana.

— Lo >, Noro Mo)xHa 3p0o3yMiTu, — CMNoKinHO MoBuia Mepi. —
Ane HanbinblLue MeHi Noro WKoda He 4yepes ue.

— A 4yepe3 wo? — nigHaAB 6poBn KosliH.

— Yepe3 wo? A T AyMaB, K Lie Ba)XXKO — poKaMu NikayBaTUCH
NpPo XNonusa, AKUNA TiIbKU Te N pobuTb, WO rHe KUpMy i MoOKa3ye

CBOIO 3BEPXHICTb | HEBUXOBAHICTbL?

— A — 3BepxHiN? 1 — HEBNXOBaHUN? — 34MBOBAHO NepenuTas

KoniH.

— We n aknin! Tn HIKOro He NoBa>ka€Ll, He BMIELL BUCyXaTu
NI0ANHY, HE NOASKYELW 3a Te, Wwo ana tebe pobnate. [lymato, akbum
nikap KpeneeH 6yB TBOIM 6aTbKOM, TO 3a Te, WO BiH LLOWNHO Big
Tebe novys, T aictaB 6 pobpsvoro npoyyxaHa, — cka3zana Mepi.



— Kyau nomy? BiH i C/l0OBa MeHi CKa3aTu He 3BaXXUTbCHA, —

BNeBHEHO BiaMnoBiB KOniH.

— Hy 3BiCHO, He 3Ba>XUTbCA, — NOxXuTasa ronosotw Mepi. — TyT
HiIXTO He cMi€ Tobi nepeynTn, 60 AOCI BCi BBaXKanu, WO CKOPO
nompeld. Tomy n xaninm tebe i NOTypanm y BCbOMYy.

— Ane A He xou4y, Wwob MeHe xaninn, — piwyye 3aasmB KoniH. —
Xo4y OyTn 3BMYANHUM... TaKUM, SK YCi. 9 XX CbOroAHi BCTaB Ha

HOTW... i KOMNaB 3eMJ10.

— 3Haew, Tebe NpPOCTO 3iNCyBasiv, TOMY LLIO HIKOJIM HE Ka3asn
npasgu i nMwe cTapanamcsa gorogutu, — Bena gani Mepi gk
nopocna.

KoniH Haxmypuscs.

— To T xo4ew cKasaTwn, Wo A — 3incoBaHUn i po3beleHnn? —

3 MPUTNCKOM 3annTaB XJoneub.

— UWle n aknn! — He Barat4uchb Bignosina nomy Mepi. —
MNMocnyxan, a n cama byna HerpeyHa i BnepTa... Lle meHi beH
BesepcTad cka3sas... 60 BiH Texx Takuin byBa€... — HaMaranacs
NOACHUTUN NOMY AiBYMHKA. — Ane BiAKONM 3anpusizHmMnacs 3
MaJINHIBKOIO, | 3 beHoM, i 3 [1ikeHOM... a NOTiM ile 3Hanwna can, To

TPOXWU 3MiHMNAcsA... Po3ymiew?

— Mepi, A 6inblie He xo4y ByTn Herpe4yHumM ynepToxom, —
cTypboBaHo MoBMB KoiH. — {1 X04y 3MIHUTUCA, — pillyYve CTBepaUB

BiH.

Xnoneub 3aMOBK, Hib 064yMytoUn, K LbOro AOCATHYTW, a TOAI

NOCMIXHYBCS.



— 3Ha€EW, AKWO A WOoAHA XOAUTUMY Y caf, TO HAaneBHO
3MiHIOCHA, — MOBMB BiH. — Ton cag — YapiBHUN, Mepi. Y HbOMy MeHi
BCe BOACTbCA, Nnpasna?

— MNpaBpa, — Bignosina Mepi i TaKoXX NOCMiXHYyNacs.

— Hy, HaBiTb AKLWO TaM i HEMa TakKuX 4apiB, K Yy KHUXXKaX, TO
Mn bypnemo 6aButucs, Hibu BoHN €. BO BCe-Takn TaM € SKacCb CUNa,
— cKa3aB KoJiiH.

— Ue nobpa cuna, — mosuna Mepi. — | BoHa Tobi fonomoxxe,

nodayunLu.

CnpaBgi, Te, WO #iSN0CA O Ti Mopi y cafy, iHakKwWwe aK JUBOM
roai 6yno Ha3BaTu. Ane ue 3p0o3yMi€ e ToW, XTO CaM MaE€ cap |
BMi€ Y HbOMY npautoBaTu. Cneplly AiTAM 30aBasiocs, WO HaCiHHSA,
SIKe BOHMW BUCISSIN, HIKON He 3inae — Tak gosro Tpeba 6yno
yekaTwu. Ta NOTIM yCe KUHYOCS Y PICT i HaBiTb Y TPiLWMHaAX Mypy
3a3esieHinn Monoai MMCToYKKn. Toai 3'aBunumca nyn'sHKkn — i
HEeBAOB3i OKO MUYBann CTiNbkK 6apBiB i BIATIHKIB, LLO XXO4HA KHUIa
i 61M3bKO HE MOria Lboro nepegaTu. lpucu, nineli, XMBOKICT,
A3BOHUKW, OPINKK TBOPWUAN BapBUCTUI KUAUM, WO TilLKB cepue

KO>XXHOro, XTo npmxognmey MOTAaEMHUIN Caf.

CTtiHa — i Ta 3a3eneHina. Ue oueo B4nHmB beH BesepcTtad: BiH
HacunaB y WiJIMHW MOMDK LeranHamm 3emii i nocagme Tam MnoLL,

AKNN HeBAOB3i reTb 06CHyBaB Myp.

— BoHa 6u ca Tiwwnna, as', — po34yneHo rosopus CTapun. —
BoHa Tak nobuna ca aneButu, 9K Ty' 3i 3eMni BCe TArHe'ca oo
Heba... ToanHamm Morna Ty' cuaitn i ca aueBuTw... Jliobuna BoHa
3eMNeHbKy, ntobuna. | Hebo nwbuna, i coHue. Bmina csa TiwnTn, TO
npasaa.



KBiTW, Wwo ix nocisnu [likeH i Mepi, 4yaoBo 3inwnu, Hemosbun
nobpa e TopkHynacs iX CBOE Nann4koto. barpsaHi Makum pagicHo
KMBaJIN rofliBKaMu KBiTaM, AKi XWX B Cafy BXe YNpPoaoBX
B6araTbOX POKIB i, MEBHO, 3 LIKaBICTIO NepeLwinTyBanncs Mixx coboto,
3annTyo4uK, 3BIAKINA TYT MO 3'ABUTUCA TaKi MULWHI FOCTI. |
TPOAHAW, B'OHKI TposaHAM! BoHW po3pocsinca cKpisb i BCrogn,
MaHAPYH4M NO cafy 3a coHueMm, obcHyBaBLLK CTOBOYpU aepes,
3a4enuBLUKNCH 3a TiJIKK, 3iN'ABWNCL Ha CTiHY, TBOPSAYY PO3MalTi
FipNAHAN | XBUNI — TPOAHAW OXXKUBAN 3 OHA Ha OEHb, 3 FOOUHWN Ha
rognHy. Hacamnepepn 3'aBUInNca MONOLAEHbKI JINCTOYKW, ToAi
NyN'SHKN — cnepLly MalieHbKi, NOTiM wopa3 6inbLuli, ak 4OKK ANBO
He CMOBHWO0CA i Nyn'aHKK He BMByxHy M BCiMa BapBamu,
NnepeTBOPUBLLNCH Y 3anaxyLli KBITWU, HXKHUA apoMaT AKNX

nepesinBaBCA Yepes Kpaw i CNOBHIOBAB yBeCb caf.

KoniH 6a4uB yce, o BigbyBa€eTbCs, 6a4MB KOXKHICIHBKY 3MiHY.
Xnoneub NpMXoAMB CIOAN LLOPAHKY i, AKLWO He Byno gouly, TO
LiNiCIHBKNM oeHb NpoBoAMB Y cafy. Ta HaBiTb KO BUNagana
noxmypa Cipa AHMHa, oMy oaHak nogobanocsa Tyt 6yBaTu. BiH
nAraB Ha TpaBy, "Wo6 6aunTn, 9K BOHa pocTe", K Ka3aB caM.
AKLLO OOBro ANBUTUCSA Ha POCAMHK, CTBepO)XyBaB KoniH, To baynwy,
AK PO3KPUBAOTLCA MYN'sHKWU. A We MOXXHa 3ani3HaTucA 3
KOMaxaMu, AKi 3aKJ10N0TaHO CHYIOTb LOBKPY>K, BOYEBMOb
BMKOHYO4YM SKiCb HANPO4yd Ba>kK/MBi 3aBAaHHA. Hanpuknag,
TACHYTb Y CBOIX KPUXITHUX NTankax COJIOMUHKY, NTawmnHe nepo abo
AKYCb DKY. A IHKOIM KOMaLLKK BUIa3ATb Ha CTED/INHKY TpaBwy,

3BiKW, 3pO3YMiN0, MOXYTb A06pe po3aAMBUTUCA CBOI BOJIOAIHHS.

AKoCb yBary xaonus npukyeas Ao cebe kpiT, wo npobmeas cobi
LWwAAx i3-nig 3emsi: NPOoCTO Ha 04aX pocjla KPOTOBMHA, BpeLwTi
3BiATaM BUMNAHYN KPOTAYI TaNKW 3 LOBIUMU FOCTPUMUN KiIrTUKaAMMU,

CXO0XXi Ha py4Kn enbgis.

CrnocTepe)XeHHs 3a MypalluKkaMu, po3MaiTUMKN XyKaMu,

60>xonamu, xxabamun, NTawkamm, pocaMHaMm BiaKpnno KoniHy



Linnn cBiT. [ikeH nomMy yce rnosiCHoBaB, a Le po3rnosifas nNpo JINCiB,
BUAP, TXOpiB, OiNOK, NCTpyris, oHOaTp i BOPCYyKIB, AKi XUBYTb Ha
NYCTULLI, OTOXX XJI0MNLUAM 3aBXXAK 6y10 Npo Lo NOroBOPUTM.

Ane 1 ue we He Bce. Big Mepi KoniH goBigascs, WO KON BiH
yCTaB 3 Bi3Ka, BOHa yBeCb 4ac noBToptoBana: "Tn MoXeLl...
mMoxew!" — wo6 foNoMOrTy NOMy BTPMMATUCA Ha HOrax. Xsoneub
HiISK He Mir uboro 3abyTn — 60 X i cnpaBAi BAanocs: BiH BCTaB Ha
HOMW, 3MIir NPONTN 0O OepeBa.

— Oymato, wo y cBiTi 6arato gme. JIIOAN IX HE PO3YMIIOTb |
YacoMm 6osaTbCs. Ane Konm xo4ew, abu wWock cTanocs, Tpeba
crno4vaTKy ue cobi ckasaTu. | NoBipnuTKM — TOAi BCe BUMNAE, — AKOCb
MyApO 3aBBaXkmB BiH. — 3Ha€Te, g cnpobyto. Lle byne min

€KCMNePUMEHT.

HacTynHoro paHky, KOy BOHW NPUALLAN Yy MOTAEMHUN cafg,

KoniH Bigpa3y nocnas 3a beHoMm BesepcTadom.

— Jlobporo paHky, beHe, — BpO4YMCTO NpmBIiTaB BiH CTaporo,
KoM Ton npunwoB. — beHe, 6yab lacka, CTaHbTE MOPYN i3
HikeHoMm Ta Mepi, 60 Mato WOCL Ba)kJIMBE BaM CKa3aTW.

— Ag', ad', cep, — BignosiB beH Be3sepcTad, NnpuknasLLmM NManbLi
no no6a. Y toHocTi beH 6yB MOPAKOM i XOOMB Yy NJI@aBaHHA, TUM-TO |

3BUK BigdaBaTu 4eCTb Mno-MopsAaLUbKOMY.

— 3apa3 4 npoBeny HayKoBUN eKCcnepuMeHT. Koin BUpPOCTY, TO
HaneBHO 34iNCHIO 6araTo Ba)K/IMBUX BIAKPUTTIB, ajie novaTn xo4vy

3apas, 3 OLbOro eKCNepuMeHTY.

— Asq', cep, aa'l — npoka3aB beH Be3epcTap, xo4a nomy
BRepLe JOBOAMNOCS YYTU NPO HAayKOBI BIOKPUTTS.



Mepi TakoXX HIKOIN He Bpana y4acTun Yy XKXOLHUX
eKcrnepuMeHTax, NpoTe BOHa NWJIbHO CJyxana, Wwo Ka3as KoniH.
HiB4nHKa po3ymina: KoniH 6barato 4nutas, ToMy cnpaBgai baraTo
3Ha€E. 3peLwTolo, XJloneLb roOBOPUB TakK 3aX0MJIeHo, WO NOMY He
MO>XHa Byn0 He BipnTW. He 3HaTW 3BiOKW Y HbOIO 3'ABUJINCA MeTb

A0pPOCi HOTKMW.

— Pa3om 3 BaMu 9 xo4y gocniantn Marito Cnosa, 60 ue meHe
Hanbinble uikaBuTb, — NpoBaame gani KoniH. — Mepi, mabyTb,
3HaE€, Wo ue Take. BoHa xwuna B IHAII | 6aynna Tam akipis. ikeH
TakKoXX BosioAie Marieto Cnosa, 60 AK iHakLwe BiH Mir 61 po3MoBNATHU
3i 3BipAaTaMu i NnTaxamn? B3arani Hac CKpi3b OTOYYIOTb AUBHI peui,
AKi M1 HE MOXXEMO MOSCHUTW. PaHiwe Tak camo Byfio 3 eNIeKTPUKOLo
— 104N He 3HaNN, 3BiAKWN BOHA NOXOAMUTH i K 1l BUKOPUCTOBYBATMW.

Ane Tenep HaBYUINCA.

— A4q', cep, aa', — noTBepaus beH BesepcTad, 3axonneHo

BUC/IyXaBLUW Ler NOBa>KHUN BCTY.

— Konn Mepi 3Hanwinia uen cag, To gymana, Wwo TyT yce
nocoxso, — gonosigas gani KoniH. — A NoTiM CTana LigaTn aKacb
cuna i 3i 3emni Nnpodbunuca HoBi NApoCTKU. Lle XX OnBo, Le X Maris:
criepwy He By10 HIYOro — i panToM 3'ABUINCA XXUBI NAPOCTKK!
LLlogHsA ix cTaBano wopa3 binble, a)x yce OBKOIA 3a3esieHino. 4
e Takoro He 6a4mB, TOMy CTapaHHO CNOCTepiras 3a YCiM, WO TyT
aisnocsa. Akwo A 36upatocs 6yt B4EHUM — a A Takun 36mpatocsa HUM
CTaTn, — TO MyLLY 3PO3yMiTu BCe, WO BiAOYBa€ETHCA. A HE 3HAlO, AK
3BEeTbCA Ta CUNa, Yepes AKY TYT yCe 0)XXWU10, TOMY Ha3mBato Il
Marieto. Konu coHue cxoanTb — Le TakKoX AMBO, Maris. Konau
AVIBJIIOCS KPi3b BEpPLUEYKM AepeB Ha HeBO — rpyam Mol NepenoBHIOE
He3HaHa paficTb. | Tak 9 3po3yMmiB: HebO, COHUEe, AepeBa, KBITH,
nTawkn, 6opcyku, nucn, 6inkn i HaBiTb MK, NtoAN — yCe Le AMBO.
Bce noBkona Hac € amBomMm, Marieto. Ocobnmeo y ubomy cagy. Cag
NOCTaBMB MEHE Ha HOMM — Le CrpaBXXHE AMBO. A NoBsipus, WO
BUPOCTY i CTaHy gopocanM. Mepi fonomarasna MeHi. BoHa yBecbh 4ac



nosToptoBana: "Tu MmoxeLl... Mmoxxew!" — i a 3mir. Mepi gonomorna
MeHi Marieto CnoBa. | Tenep 9 3Hato: KOJIN YOroCb Ay>XKe Xo4ell,
Tpeba y ue BipuTK i 6€3HaCTaHHO MPOMOBAATK BrosaocC. ToAi BOHO
30INCHUTBCA. OTOX Mil eKCNEPUMEHT MOJIAra€e y TOMy, L0 S XO4y
3MILHITK TyT, HabpaTucsa cun. KoxxXHOro gHs, 3paHKy, BOEHb i
BBe4epi, nosToptoBaTUMy: "Y MeHi fie MariyHa Cuna! BoHa MeHi
nonomoxe! 9 ctaHy MiLHUM, K [dikeH! 94 3moxy!" Mpowy Bac
NiATPUMaTN MeHe: MOBTOPIONTE Li CQloBa pa3oM 3i MHO. Bu
nonomoxxeTte MeHi, beHe?

— Aq', cep, as', — BignosiB beH Be3sepcTtad. — HaBiTb cA He

CYMHiBaTe — NnomMo>xemo!

— Momoxxkemo! NomMoxemo! — B 0gUH ros1IoC BUFYKHYIN [iKeH i
Menpi.

— [ymalo, Wwo 3a 0ANH OeHb UbOro He CTaHeTbCA, asie AKLWO MU
NoCTinHO ByneMo Le NoBTOPBaTN, HEMOB BOSAKW Ha MyLUTPI, —
ToAi ekcnepnMeHT 060B'A3KOBO YBIHYA€ETLCA ycnixoM. Lli cnosa
YBINAYTb B HaLWUi rOJI0OBU | AiATUMYTb Y Hac. bo came Tak gie Maris
Cnosa. BoHa pacTb MeHi cuiy, A NeBeH.

— 3Haew, B IHAIT MeHi AKOCb A0BEI0CHA NOYYTH, K 04MH odiuep
po3nosifas Mo MaMi Npo dakipiB. TO 0Cbk: (haKipy NOBTOPIOKOTb
CBOI 3aKJIMHAaHHA TUCaYy pa3iB abo 1 6inblie, | nMwe Toai y HUX

LW OCb BUXOOUTb, — 3ragana Mepi.

— ['M, 9 TaKoX 4yB, 9K ApYXXUHa [>xuma deTnBopTa TUCAYY
pa3iB Ha3mBana [xuma n'aHuuero. | Taku gocsarna ceoro, 6o [>xum
cnepwy ii nobpe Bignynacus, a noTiM niwos fo 6apy "CuHin nes" i
HabpaBcs 0o YopTuKiB, — nporye beH BezepcTtad. — OTO BaM i
Marif, — nonas, NOXUTYKO4YN rOJI0BOIO.

KoniH Ha AKYyCb MUTb 3aMUCINBCA. ToAi YCMiXHYBCS.



— beHe, ane Ta XiHka HenpaBwWJbHO BUKOpPUCTOBYBasia Marito
CnoBa. 9kbu BoHa cka3ana [J>XMMOBI WoCb Muiie, To Xiba BiH
Hanueca 6?7 Ta Hizawo! Moyxe, HaBiTb KynuB B OPY>XMHI HOBUI

Kanenlowok, npaBaa? — rnsHyB BiH Ha CTaporo.

beH Be3epcTac 3acmiaBcs, ToAi 3a40BOJIEHO CKa3aB:

— Oro, Ta Min rocnogap Ma€ cBiTny ronosy. 5k 306a4y bec
®eTNBOPT, TO NOACHIO i, AK Tpe' rOBOPUTU 3 YOJIOBIKOM. Xall TaKOX
npoBefe ekcnepuMeHT. [lymato, To nife i Ha KOPUCTb... [N |

I>KNMOBI.

HikeH cToSAB i 3 LiKaBICTIO cnyxaB KoniHOBY nekuito Nnpo Marito
CnoBa. Ha ogHoMy nnedi xnonusa cugina Foctposybka, Ha gpyromy
ByxaHbKa, a B pyKax BiH TpumaB 6i10ro Kkponvka. [ikeH
nornazxXyBsas MOro no CnuHLi. Kponuk Big 3a0BONIEHHSA aXx
npuLynuB Byxa. KosiH nepesiB nornag Ha xaonus: nomy

CTpalLeHHO XOTiJIOCA NoYyTH, WO AyMaE npo Bce ue [ikeH.

— JlikeHe, 9K OyMa€ELl, Hall eKCNepMMEHT CrpaLtoe? — cnmTan
KoniH.

[iKeH yCMiXHyBCS.

— Ag', — MOBMUB BiH, — AyMalo, LLIO Hali coBa ByayTb OiaTn aK
COHLLe Ha HaCiHHA B 3eMJi. HaCiHHA CX0OUTb, AK COHLLe NMpurpie — i
cuna cs 3'aBUTb, 9K MU 1i 3aKmM4eM. To, MOXe, Bigpa3sy v No4YHemMo?

Yoro yekatn?

KoniH i Mepi oyxe 3paginu, nodyswwm ue. iM-60 cTpaleHHo
xoTinocsa cnpobysaTun. KoniH 3ragas, Ak Burngagann gakipn y
KHV>KKaX: BOHU CUAINN CXPECTMBLUMN HOMW. XJloneub BUPILLNB, WO

Tak byne Hankpatlle.



— JlaBanTte cagemo nig gepesom, — ckasaB KosiH. — Mu
Bynemo Haye B iHOINCbKOMY XpaMi. 3peLuToto, 8 TPOXN CTOMUBCS

CTOATN, — WNPO BU3HAB BiH.

— Ox, KoniHe! — pokipameo BuMoBuMB [likeH. — He MoXXHa
MOYNHATN €KCNEPUMEHT i3 TOro, WO TN CTOMUBCHA — L& MOXe

3awkoaunTm Marii Cnosa.

KoniH cxBuboBaHO 06epHYBCS A0 HbOIO.

— lMpaBay Kaxkew, — NPOMOBUB BiH, — 51 MOBUHEH AyMaTWn

NMLe NMpo Te, YOro Xo4y AOCATHYTMW.

KoniH, Mepi, [likeH i beH cinn y Koo nig Aepesom i
30cepennnncs y nepedyyTTi amBa. CTapun beH TakoXX 3aMOBK i
yBa>XHO AMBMBCA Ha KoniHa, Hibn Ton 6yB CBALLEHMK, LLIO MaB
pO3rno4aTn MoAMTBY. 3arasioM beH He HagTo NonbNAB yCiNAKi
NOTA€EMHI 3ibpaHHSA | HIKOIM Ha HUX HE XOA4UB, ane TyT yce 6yno
iHakLwe. BoHn x 60 3ibpannca 3apagn KoniHOBOro eKCnepuMeHTy,
OTOX CTapuun yciMa cuiamm rnparHys gornomorTn. Mepi cugina nopy-
3 J[1ikeHOM | TaKO>X He 3BoAn/a 3axorsieHmnx o4yen 3 KosiiHa. Tum
4aCOM BOPOHa, sinceHs, BiNKn i ArHATKO, HIBM oTpuMaBLLK
NMOTAEMHUN 3HaK Big [likeHa, TakK caMo Mo 4Yep3i CiIn B KOJO |
3aTuUxXAN. Y pykax xJsoneub TpuMas Kpomka. KoniH 06BiB ycix
NornsazoM i MPOMOBUB Aiy>Ke CepPMO3HO:

— 3BipATa npuAwan gonomort HaMm. OToX yce Bunae.

Od4i KoniHa ropinv. FonoBy TpuMaB pPiBHO, @ KPi3b KN HAa HbOIo
naganm COHAYHI NpoMeHi. Mepi He Morna noBipuUTHK, WO Le Ton
CaMuK XJI0NM4YMHa, AKOro BOHa ToAi 3Hauvwna byna nocepepn Houi.



— MNo4nHanmo, — BpeLTi MoBUB KoniH. — [epsiwi, Konum
MOJIATBLCA, MOXUTYIOTLCA Brepen i Hasan, npasga, Mepi? Mu Takox
MO>XeMO crnpobyBaTn.

— Eren, xnon4e, Min peBMaTU4YHUI NOMNepeK 40 TOro cs He

Haja€, — 3anpoTecTyBaB beH Be3epcTad.

— Maria npo>keHe Baw peBMaTU3M, — yNeBHEHO BiAMOBIB NOMY
KoniH ToHOM BepxoBHoro XKepus. — MpocTo Tak Ham nerwe byge

cniBaTMW.

— CniBaTun? Ta Bu wo! 4 pa3 Bxe nonpobysas, TO MeHe Bigpa3y
BUMHAIN 3 LLEPKOBHOIO XOpPY, AK Ti/IbKO BYYyn, — nporyais beH

Be3sepcTad.

HixTo He B34B NOro Ha CMix. YCi 6ynm HacTiNbKK CEPMO3HI i
30CepenXeHi, Wo HaBiTb beH y poni cniBaka LEPKOBHOIO XOpy He
3Mir IX PO3CMIINTK. IXHi oymMKun Bynu 3BepHeHi oo Marii Cnosa, 1o
3apa3 Masa TyT 4Yepes3 HUX 3LINCHUTUCS.

— lapaspg, Toai cniBaTuMy s, — KMBHYB KoiH.

Topni rnMboko BOUXHYB MOBITPSA | MOYaB pe4nTaTUBOM,

HaTXHeEHHO OUBJIAYNCH ynepen:

— CoHue cBiTUTb... CoHUe CBiTUTb... Lle anBo. KBiTK poCTyTb...
MyCKatoTb KOPiHHA. Lle gnso. Xntta — ue omeo, cuia — ue ameo. Y
MEHi € CUNa... Y MeHi € cuna... y MeHi € cuna. BoHa € y KOXXHOMY 3
Hac. BoHa — y cnuHi beHa Be3sepcTada. O cuno, npunam Ham Ha

nomiy! Mpunam Ham Ha nNomiy!

KoniH noBToptoBas Li csioBa baraTo pasis, lereHbKo
NOXUTYIOYNCH Y PUTMI CBOIX MPOMOBJISAHb. YCi 3a4apoBaHO Ciyxanu,
a Hanbinbwe Mepi. Po3mipeHunin rosioc KoniHa il 3aBOpO>KyBaB.



HiB4nHUi xO0Tinocs, wob BiH roBopuB i roBopuB. F010C xonus
3MillyBaBCA 3 rygiHHAM 60)Kin NOMiXX LBITY | HaBitoBaB MPUEMHY
ApimoTy. beH BesepcTad HaBiTb 3anaowms o4i. A ocb [likeH cugis,
CXPEeCTMBLLM HOMU, N YBA>XHO A0CJIyXaBCs A0 KOXKHOro CJ10Ba,
NOXUTYIOYNCb Pa30oM 3 KoniHoM. 3BipaTa obCcTynuam noro 3ycibiv i,
3[1aBasloCs, CTAHOBWM 3 HUM OAHe uine. Kponnk B 0OHIN pyui reTb
3ajpimMaB, Apyrot pykot [likeH rnaave CNUHKY ArHATU. CMOJIbKa
BCiJlacsA Ha niedi xnonus, NocyHyBLwW W 6inKy, | TaKOXX COHHO

XUTanacs 3 HaniB3anloWeHNMN O4YMMa.

BpewTi KoniH 3ynuHmnecs n 06BiB NOrns40M CBOE MariyHe KoJ1o.

— A Tenep A xo4y 0b6inTN can, — NOBIJOMUB BiH.

beH Be3epcTad nigHAB rososy.

— Bwu 3acHynn, — ycmixHyBcs KoniH.

— Tpoxa, — 3HifAKoBiINo NpobypmoTiB beH. — Mponosiab byna
nobpa... ane MeHi Tpe' BUNTU, 3aKN NMOYHYTb 36MpaTn NoXKepTay.

BiH AABHO iLle He NPOKNHYBCA.

— beHe, BM He B LepkBi, — cka3as oMy KoniH.

— Ara, He B LepKBi, cnpaBii, — BMMOBMB beH, NpoTnparym oui.
— A xiba A Ka3as, Wo B LUepkBi? Tu He ayman, 9 4yB, 9K T FOBOPUB

NpPo Cuy B MOIN CNuHI. TiNbKO Nlikap Ha3MBa€E TO PEBMaTU3MOM.

KoniH 3acTepeXx/InBO BUTATHYB PYKY.



— beHe, Le HenpaBwWibHa Maris, — cKa3aB BiH. — Maria Cnosa
[0NoMOXKe, BaM CTaHe ninwe, nobayuTte. Napa3n, 3apas3 MoxeTe
iTU. Ane 3aBTpa NpmxoabTe 3HOBY, Aobpe?

— 'M... ane 1 6u xX'TiB NOANBUTUCS, K TU X0OMWLL MO cany, —

npobypkoTiB cTapui beH.

Y rnnbuHi aywi beH He HaATo BipMB Yy AKICb TaM Yapu, NpoTe
BCe OJHO XOTiB Ha B/AacHi o4i mobaynTun, 4Yn gonomMmornm KosiHoBi
MPOMOBJIAHHSA. A LLIO HE XOTIiB Y&CHO LbOro BU3HaTW, To 1 bypkoTiB
oTo, abn He 3Q0raganncs, Wo ogHak 3auikasmeca Marieto Cnosa.
Okpim TOro, 4onosik 605BCH, L0 KOMM 3apa3 nige 3Biacu, To NOTIM
NOMYy 3HOBY AoBeAeTbCA apanaTtnca rno apabuHi i 3arnagatn yepes
CTiHy.

Ta KoniH 30BCiM He 3anepeYyBaB, Wob cTapuin beH 3aamwmnsecs
3 HUMW. BpelwTi BOHM pywnnn. Lle Burnagano Sk npouecis.
Monepeny KpokyBaB KoniH, 3 ogHoro 60Ky iwoB [likeH, a 3 gpyroro
Mepi. 3a HUMK HaKynbryBaB beH Be3sepcTad, a BXxe 3a beHOM
TPIOXMKaB yBECb 3BipUHeLb. ArHATKO i IMCEHS HaMaranamcs
TpMmaTuca 6anx4de oo LikeHa, Kponnk ctpmbas nobiyv i yacom
3yNUHABCSA, abu WoCb NOrprusTu. Ta HaMNOBaXKHILWINN BUI IS4 Maa
CMoJibKa: BOHa 3aKJI0MoTaHo NiTana To Tyau, To ctoaun, moBbu
nepesipsaymn, 4Ym BCe rapasg.

Mpouecia pyxanacs noBifibHO. KOXXHUX KilbKa KPOKIB OiTU |
3BipATa 3ynuHanucs, wob natn KoniHOBI TPiLWKK nepenoynTu.
Xnoneub TpUMaB pPyKY Ha nnedi [likeHa, NnpoTe caM iWwoB 4OBOJII
BneBHeHO. beH Be3epcTad TakoXX NUbHO NornganaB Ha XJ10MLus,
rotosun 6yab-aKoT MUTI NigTPUMaTK, ane KoniH Yac 4o Yacy npocTo
3HIMaB pyKy 3 [likeHoBOro nne4a, abu 6onanm Kilbka Kpokis
3pobuTn camocCTinHO. BapTo 6yno nuweHb nobavyntu, K ropao BiH

TpuMaB roJsiosy!



— Y MeHi KpueTbca MarivyHa Cuna! — 3Ham NoBTOpPOBaB
xnoneub. — Maria Cnosa pobutb MeHe cunbHUM! 4 BigdyBsato Le!
Big4yysato!

| cnpaBai, y HbOMY Hibn BiaKpunacsa akacb BHYTPILWHSA CKMa, WO
Besla noro Briepen. 3BiCHO, No Aopo3i KoniH He pa3 Biano4mBas,
Konn 6a4mB OCNiHYMKM B afibTaHKax, abo NpocTo cifaB Ha TpaBy, —
ane BiH Taky obinwos uyinnn cag. o nepesa, 3 AKOro po3no4vMHaBs
CBin 06xig, xnoneub NOBEPHYBCSH PALICHUN | PO34EPBOHININA.

— 4 3mMir! Maria Cnosa gi€! — BUrykHyB BiH. — Miin HayKoBUI

eKkcnepumeHT Baasca!

— OT uikaBo, WO CKa)ke Ha ue nikap KpeneseH? — Beceno
cnntana Mepi.

— Hiyoro BiH He cka)ke. Mun He byaemo nomy posnosigaTn, —
TBEPOO BianosiB KosliH. — Hexawn ue byne Halwoo TaEMHULELD.
MpUHaNMHI 4OTU, OOKU A HE CTaHY TaKUM CUJIbHUM, LLO 3MOXY
xoanTun i 6iratn, 9K yci pewTa. A MOKW WO HIXTO HE NMOBUHEH 3HATW.
EkcnepumeHT TpuMBae. | 3aBepLlINTbLCS BiH sinWe ToL4i, KONU Min
H6aTbkO NoBepHeTbCA A0 MizenTBenTy, a 1 3anay A0 Noro KabiHeTy |
CKaxy nomy: "Ocb i 4, TaTy. Bauuw, A Takuinn, 9K yci xnonui. A CKopo
BUPOCTY i CTaHy 4Y0JI0BIKOM, K TW. | Jonomorna MeHi B LboMy Maris
CnoBa. A1 cam gocniguvs il B HAYKOBOMY eKCrnepuMeHTi".

— MicTep KpeviBeH nogyMae, Wo Le COH, — BUrykHysna Mepi. —

BiH He NoBipUTb CBOIM 04aMm!

KoniH we 6inblue po34epBOHIBCA Bif pagiCHOrO XBUIKOBAHHS.
MonoBuHy cnpaswu byno 3pobseHo, 60 xnoneub yCi€lo ayLieo
NoBipVB y BacHe BU340POBEHHS i Tenep ysaBasas cobi, K oTo
npunge 0o 6aTtbka. lo4i M KasaTwy, WO Ue goaaBasio NoMy Cun, K



HiLWo iHWe. KoniHy noHag yce xoTisiocs, wob 6aTbKO TakKo)X NOBIpMB
y HbOro, Wob nepecTtas noro wkoayeaTu i boatucs...

— Mepi, ane nomy goBeneTbCa NOBIPUTU, KON NOBa4nTb, K 4
CTOI0 Ha HOrax, — BMEeBHEHO CKa3aB xJloneub. — Ane 1 ue we He
Bce: 6ayvy, wo nokn 6yay onaHosyBaTu Marito CnoBa, TO CTaHy
CMpaBXXHiM aTneToM. A ToAi BisbMyCSH 3a noAasiblli HAYKOBI

BIOKPUTTS.

— n-rn, 3a 9K TXKOEHb TV CTaHELl YeMMioHOM AHrAil 3

B6okcy, He iHaKlle, — NocMixHyBCS beH Be3sepcTad.

KoniH Haxmypus bpoBu.

— beHe, Hy 00 4oro TyT 60KC? — CTEeHyB BiH Nie4YnMa. — Bam
AOBipUAN TaEMHULLIO, a BM cobi xXapTyeTe... 1 XX cka3sas, wo byay
BY4EHUM, a He BokcepoM. [pocTo xo4vy HabpaTuca cun. Ane Bxe
HaneBHO He ONs Toro, Wob BUCTYNaTW y pUHrYy.

— Ox, nap4oH, NnaphoH, cep, — BignoBiB beH, Bigaa4m 4ecTb.
— 4 30BCiM He XOTiB Bac obpasuTn.

MpoTe B 04ax cTaporo ctpubannm nykasi 6icukn. NMpocTo BeHoB.i
Be3sepcTadgoBi 6yno Hanpo4dyn NpUEMHO 6a4nTy, WO NOro HUN
rocnogap CTa€ Wopa3 CUIbHILWWA TiSIOM i AYXOM.

Po3pin 24

"Hexan cmitoTbcal"

O uin nopi poky [likeH npaLtoBaB He fnLe Y NOTAaEMHOMY cafy.
MopyH i3 NOro XaTMHOK Y HBOr0 TaKoXX OyB ropod, 0TOYeHUN
HM3bKOIO KaMiHHOIO 3aropoxxeto. LLloaHa [ikeH BCTaBaB yOooCBiTa i
npaLwtoBaB Ha ropofai, a Nicnsd CHifaHKy WOWHO pyLlaB Y NOTAaEMHUN



caj no Mepi i KoniHa. Moobigi xnoneub 3HOBY NMoBepTaBCcs Ha CBIin
ropof. TamM y HbOro pocsa KapTonjsa, KanycTa, pina, MOpPKBa i
NiKyBasibHi Tpasu AN MaMu. 30aBasiocs, XJoneub HIKOW He
BiAYyBaB YTOMU: BiH KOMaB 3eMJ10, NPONoJItoBaB rPsKun, NOJINBAB i
nig>Xwvenaosas KBiTU. MNMpu uboMy [likeH 3Ha HaCBUCTyBaB Becei
NOPKLUMPCBKI MiceHbKW, po3mMoBnaB 3i CMonbKot | KanitaHoM abo

BYMB CBOIX MoJioALwLInX 6paTiB i cecTep NpautoBaTh Ha 3eMJi.

— Skbn 0TO He [ikeHOoBi rpaaKkn, TO He 3Hato, K b Mu gasanu
cobi pagy, — ka3ana micic Coepbi. — [1eBHO, Ma€ AKNNCb CEKpPET,
60 Takoi KapTomnJi i KanycTu, K B HLOrO, B LifliM MopKLumpi He

3HangeTe: i poCTyTb BEJIUKI, | CMaKylOTb Halinwe.

Konun micic Coepbi Mana xBWUibKy 4acy, TO BUXOAWNa HaaBip,
abuv noroeopuTK i3 cMHOM. BoHa cipnana cobi Ha 3aropoxy, a [likeH
AinnBCs 3 Mamolo, Wwo pobuB uinnn geHb, ae byea, koro 6a4mBs. Ha
[iNaHKy, wo it 06pobnas LikeH, muno 6yno noamemTnca. Tam pocam
He TiNbKK 0BOYI. LLle paHHbLOT BECHUM XJ10MeLb HaCisiB MOMIX
rpsakamMm pesenn, reo3anku i bpaTymkiB (MO NMEHHI NAKETUK) i
3apa3 BoHU 6ynHO 3auBinn. HaBiTb KaMiHHa 3aropoxka — i Ta
3a3eJieHiNna, TOMYy WO Y KOXKHY LWIJIMHKY XJloneub Hacunas 3eMi i
BUCiSIB TaM HaCiHHA HanepcTAHOK. Ternep No KaMeHKo CKPi3b
CTenunncsa TeHAITHI 3eneHi rinoykun. NeeBHo, Takoi Kpacu roai 6yno
3HaNTW y LiNoMy MopKLLIMPCLKOMY rpadCTBi.

— MamMmo, ane poC/INHN TaKOX XUBI. 3 HAMUN Tpe' OPpYXUTK. |
3HaTW, 4Oro NoTpebytoTb. AK X04yTb MNTN — Tpe' IX HAaNoiTn, AK
roNoaHi — Tpe' NigXnUBNTU. BOHM XO4yTb XUTKU, K | MU. KoNn SKacb
KBiTKa BCOXHe, TO 51 6yay BMHEH. To 3Ha4YMTb, WO 3/e il 4ornsaaas,
O He MaB [0 Hel cepus, — CepuO3HO NoACHUB [likeH.

fAkpa3 Toro Be4yopa Micic Cosepbi gosiganacsa npo Bce, WO
BinbyBanocsa y MizenTBenTCbKOMy Ma€eTKy. PaHiwe [ikeH Tinbkun
rOBOPWB, WO BOHU 3 MicTepoM KoniHOM i 3 Mic Mepi rynanu y napky i
o mictepy KoniHy ue ayxxe cnogobanocs. Npo noTaeMHUM cag



XJiornewub He Ka3aB HiYoro. Ta HeBOOB3i A4iTW AiAWAX 3rogun, Lo
HikeHoBIn MaMi MOXXHa [0BIpATU | 4O3BOAMAN [iKeHOBI BioKpUTH 1

TAaEMHULLIO.

OTo0X TOro Be4opa micic Cosepbi Nnoyyna BCIO iCTOPIlO,
NOYMHA0YM Bifl 3aKOMAHOI0 KJIloYa | 3aBepLlyoY4n TUM, AK IX BUKPUB
beH Be3epcTad i Ak rHiB po3byaue y KoniHa HebyBany cuny i

xJjioneub CTaB Ha HOIrn.

Mokwun micic Cosepbi cnyxana po3noBiab CMHA, Ha ii 06aK4yi No
Yyepsi 3'ABNSANOCA TO 34UBYBaHHSA, TO CYM, TO paficCTb.

— Oro, oue TO icTopia! — Bpa)keHO BMMOBMIA BOHa, KoNu [ikeH
3aMOBK. — MOXy TifibKO cka3aTu: 6e3 Mepi Hi4o' 6u He Byno. Ak
BOHa npwuixana oo MizenTtesenTy, To i cama € 3MiHMNA, | KoniHoBI
nomorna. NogymMaTn TiNbKO: XJsi0oneub BCTaB Ha Horu! A Ty' BCi noro
Masin 3a Kahiky 3 nokpy4YeHnMmn Horamm. Hy nobpe, a Lo KaxxyTb y
Ma€eTKy? Xnoneub Taku €A 3MiHUB: i Yye'ca nobpe, i He nNnaye

Oinbwe HoYaMun, — 3 LiKaBICTIO CNUTaJ1a BOHA.

— Y TiM TO 1 pivy: BOHU He 3HaloTb WO AyMaTu, — Becesio
BianosiB [ikeH. — KoNiH NpuXoAuTb 3 NPOryasHOK 3apyM'aHiNun,
odi 6nuMLWaTh, WOKW OKPYrAiav, ane nepen cayraMmu BiH He NMOKasYye,
o 4ye'ca gobpe. | 3 Bi3zKa He 31a3UTb BAOMa. HaBiTb Tpoxa
MapyaAuUTb i Kanpusye, Wwobwu ca 30aBaTh TakuMm, SK OyB paHiwe, —
JoaaB xJioneub 3i 3MOBHULLbKOO MOCMILLKOLO.

— ba yomy? — 3a1mMBOBaHO nigHANa 6posu micic Coepoi.

IikeH 3acmiaBcH.

— 9k yomy? bo He xo4e, abu BOHU cH 340raganu, LWo 3 HUM CA
Ai€e. f9k nikap OoBiga€'cs, WO BiH MOXKe CTOATWU, TO Hanuwe Mictepy
KpenseHy. A KoJsliH caM xo4e Bce po3ka3aTu 6aTbKOBI. A MOKN NOro



Hema y MaeTKy, KoniH woaHa snpasnse'ca y Marii Cnosa:
npuknukae oo cebe cuny. A Ak 6aTbko, MicTep KpelBeH, CA BepHe
nopomy, To KoniH 3ange Ao noro KiMmHaTu i ckaxke: "bayuwl, TaTy, 1
MOXXY X0OUTWN, K BCi". Hy a NoKu o BOHM 3 Mic Mepi TpuMatoTb
TaemMHuuUo. ToMmy KoniH | Bepenye nepen ciayramm — abu ca He
3goraganu.

Micic CoBepbi 3amwinacs cMixom.

— Oro, Ta Ti LBOE BapTylOTb 0QHE o4HOro! — BpewTi BUMOBWIa
BOHa. — OTO BXe CnpaBAi: Ke ixaso, Take 3anbano. MaTb
HenoraHy 3abaBy, HE? 3pewTa, a Wo wWe »itam Tpe'? Hy-Hy,
po3ka3yn gani, [ikeHe.

[iKkeH NOKVHYB rpsaKy i CiB HABMNOYINKW NOpPyY 3 MaMoto, abwu
AoKa3aTu.

— Po3ymiews, mamo, KosliH camM He XoAUTb HaABip — BHWU3 NOr0
00Ci 3HOCATb C/YrKu, — BeCesiI0 NOACHIOBAB BiH. — A BiH LLe
NOKPUKYE Ha [>XoHa: obepe>xHO, MOBNAB, Y MeHe 60/nTb cnvHa!
OTO NOKM NOro He NocafsaTb Y Bi30OK, TO BiH aHi roJ10BU He MnigHiMe
— Taku HabypmoceHuin. A Mepi 3arnaga€e nomy B oui i Tak

CMiBYYT/INBO NUTAE:

"BigHnn! Oyxe 6onuntb, KoniHe? Tn cboroaHi retb 6e3 cun". Ane
AK TiNIbKW Bif DKAXKAEM Tpoxa Big OyANHKY, TO peroyem Tak, Wo a<
XnBoTn 60naTb. HacoM MyCuM CA 3aTyNATK NOSYLLIKAMK 3 Bi3Ka,
abuv cafiBHUKKN He NoYynn, K NpauoTb Aecb 611M3bKo. OTaKki
cripasw.

— Tak-Tak, bavy, wo Bam Beceno! Tenep po3ymito, YoMy i Mepi,
i KoniH Tak gobpe €A 4yloTb: NpeuiHb HEMa NINWOoro Niky, HixX cMix!
Hy w0 », Han cs cMitoTb, Ha 3g0pos'a! Lo 6inbwe 6yayTh
perotaTun, To ckopwe 3abyayTb Npo Niryakn, — BUMOBWJIA KPi3b



cMix micic CoBepbi. — OTO apTuUCTK, — A0AOaNa, BECENO MOXUTYIOHN
roJ10BOIO.

— Tak, 3 HUMK BCe rapa3sg, — noreepams [likeH. — TislbKo
MaloTb OOWH KNOMiT. Pi4 y TiM, Wwo 060€ AK ca BepTaloTb 3i cafgy, To
BOBKa 61 3'iin — Taknm aneTuT Tenep MakTb. AJsle Ha KYXHI
npocuTtn 6oAaTbCA, 60 Biapa3y NiayTb PO3MOBU MOMIXK CayraMu. XTo
XX NOBIPUTb, WO XJ10MNeLb XBOPUN, AK BiH ABi 4/ TpW nopuii rogeH
3'icTn? Mepi BCce Kaxke, Lo BiAAaCTb NOMY TPOXW 3i CBOEI nopuii, a
KoniH He xo4e. Kake, Wo ToA4i mwun'ca ronogHa BoHa, a im Tpe'
rnagwaTy pasom.

Mo4yBwwu ue, micic CoBepbi 3HOBY 3aMLLIaca CMIXOM i KiflbKa

XBWJINH HE MOrJla BUMOBUTW i CNloBa. [likeH perotaB pa3oM 3 Helo.

— Ocb Wwo s T0b6i CKaxky, xJion4ye, — HapewTi NpoKa3aa Micic
CoBepbi, Beceno amenayuch Ha likeHa, — € cnocib iMm nomMorTu.
Konu nigew 3paHa 40 HUX, TO Bi3bMU B6i4OHYMK CBIXKOro MOJI0Ka, a A
cneyvy cBi>koro xniéusa abo 6yno4ok 3i CMOPOANHOBNM BapEHHSAM,
AKi BN Tak nobute. Hema Hivo' ninworo, Hi>x CBi>Xke MOJI0OKO i xnib.

Hy oT, i Ak 3ronogHiete, To byaeTe MaTu WO KNUHYTK 3a MAIT.

— OX, MaMyClo, TV B MEHe MOJIoAeLb! — 3aXOMnIeHO BUFYKHYB
LikeH. — Bo MK BXXe He 3HaNu Lo pobuTu. IcTn xoue'cs, a
MNOCMNATU Ha KYXHIO 3a Xap4aMu He Bunagac. OT i XoAUAW FrOSIOAHI.

— KoniH i Mepi — aitn. BoHn poCcTyTb, 4O HUX CA BepTaE
3[10POB'A — TO MNeBHO, L0 MaloTb aneTUT. A BOHU CA MYCATb KPUTH,
— Tenno ycMmixHynacs micic Coepbi. Y uto mutb 6yab-xTo 6
yneBHUBCS, WO Yy [likeHa MaMnHa nocMiwka. — OX, OTO We MeHi
apTUCTw. Im abu 6aBuTUCSA. HaBiTb ronon naaHi TepniTn, — pogana
BOHa.



HlikeHOBa MaTW, K 3aBXAKW, roBopwa Npasay: rpa Tak
3axonuna KoniHa i Mepi, LWo BOHM Hi3aLwo Yy CBiTi He nonpocunm 6
iCTN Ha KyXHi — abu TiNbKM He BMKa3aTu CBOEI TAEMHULI. 3peLUTOLO,
00 LUbOro iX 3MyCuan po3nuUTyBaHHA A0ra4asbHULI, @ MOTIM |

camoro nikaps KpenseHa.

— MicTepe KoniHe, 6ayvy, Tenep y Bac ayxe nobpun anetut, —
3aBBaXkKuia AKOCb AornsaasbHULsA, 3abrpatodn NOPoXKHI Tapisiky 3i
CTONIMKa. — PaHiwe BM Mamxe Hi4Oro He MOrJim NMPOKOBTHYTH, a

3apas3 OH fK BCe niwJo.

— bo Tenep MeHi BCe CMakKye, — 3a40B0OJIEHO BignoBiB KoMiH — i
panToM crnaM'aTaBCs, CninMaBLUN Ha cobi 34MBOBaHUI NOrsa 4
AornafanbHULI: TaK NOFO CKOPO BUKPUIOTL. — Hy, nicns
NPOryJsISHOK y MeHe crnpasAi Ninwun aneTuT... aje BCe O4HO A LWe
noYyBatocs cnabkum... i cnuHa YacTto 60/MTb, — 00AAB BiH,

OMyCTUBLLM OMi.

— I'm, po3yMito, po3yMmito, — Bi4MOBINA AOrna4asbHULSA, HE
3BOAAYM 3 XJI0MUS 34AMBOBAHOro nornagy. — Mywy norosopuTin 3
nikapeM KpenBeHOM — LiKaBo, L0 BiH CKaXXe.

— BoHa Tak Ha Tebe ausunacs! — sumoBmna Mepi, Konm
nornsaganbHULA niwa. — 30a€TbCs, BOHa He 30BCiM TobI noBsipuna.

Baynww, xo4ye po3nuTaTK Nikaps.

— 4 He xo4y, abu BoHa 3p0raganacs, — ctypboBaHo BiANoOBIB

KoniH. — HixTo He noBuHeH 3HaTn!

HeBnoB3i npunioB nikap KpenseH. BiH NpUCKININBO OrfisiHyB

XJ10MNUs, a Todi B3SBCS PO3NUTYBaTMW.

— Bauvy, Tu uini gHi Nnposoaunw y cagy. le Bu Tam rynaete? Wo
pobuTe? — nouikasBmBCS JiKap.



KoniH Hanpy>xunsecs.

— To Hikoro He 06x0AnTb, — FOCTPO 3a5BMB BiH. — He Tepnio,
KOJIM 3@ MHOIO CNigKYIOTb, BU X 3HaeTe! BCiM Haka3aHoO TpuMaTucA
nonani Big cagy, KOv 1 BAXOO)KY Ha NPOrynsHKy. [le MeHi
nopobaeTtbcs, TaMm i rynsto! OT!

— Ta Hi, 9 He 36upatocsa 3a BaMu CNigKyBaTW, — 3HISIKOBIB
nikap. — MpocTto 6a4y, Wo NporyasHkn niwnm T1obi Ha KopucTb. OH

JOrNAganbHULSA KaXke, WO TU cTaB HabaraTo ninwe ictu.

KoniH Ha MUTb 3aMUCINBCH.

— A MOXXe, e He3,0pOoBuU aneTuT, — BUMaanB BiH. — MNpwu

neskunx xsopobax Tak bysae, a YnTas.

— Ta Hi, Te, Wwo Hka Tenep Tobi cMakKye, — e HOpMaJibHO, —
BiANoOBIB Nikap KpenBeH. — Tu HaBiTb nornaawas, i pym'sHeub

3'aBmBCA. TyT yce rapasa.

— A MOXXe, A He nornagwas, a po3nyx, i pym'sHeub Bif
raps4ku, a He Big TOro, WO MeHi CTaNlo Kpalwle? — CXONmMBCSA 3a
CONIOMUHKY KoniH. — I3 BMUpyLLMMKM Take ByBa€: TO iM HiBUTO cTae
Kpalle, TO IX CTaH 3HOB MNOripLWYETLCA.

JNlikap KpenBeH 3anepe4nBo NOXmTas rosioBoto. BiH e pas

NoNivmMB NynbC Xaonus, ToAi BiACYHYB pyKaB i noMaLas M'sa3u.

— Hema y Tebe rapsaykmn, — 3agymamBo MOBUB BiH. — T HabpaB
TiJla — OH 9K M'a31 3MiUHiNn. Lo >, xnon4ye, aKWoO Tak nige gani,
TO, BBa>kan, Hebe3neka MuHyna. 3 Tobot Bce byne rapasn. Tpeba

HanucaTn 6aTbKOBI — OTO BTILWNTLCA!

KoniH 3n19KaBcs.



— He cmMinTe nomy nucatu! HaBiTb He aymanTe! — CKpPUKHYB
BiH. — A AIKLLO MeHi 3HOB CTaHe ripwe? baTbKO TiJIbKK
3acMyTuTbCa! OH, MeHi BXXe rapsye, BXXe NnoYnHaETbCA rapadkal
HaBiTb 4yTn He xo4y npo nucta! 3aTtamTte cobi! OTO TiNbkK
po3Ccepanin MeHe, Xo4 3Ha€ETe, WO Le MeHi WWKoauTb. | He AuBITbLCSA
Ha meHe! He nobnto, Konm Tak BuTpiwatoTeca! Bce, pocuTs!

— Ywww, xnon4dye, — cnpobysBaB 3aCrnoKOITK NOro Jiikap
KpenseH, 6054nChb, WO y He60)Xa 3HOBY MOYHETHLCSH iCTEPUKA. —
Fapa3n, HIXTO Hi4oro He NnucaTume 6e3 TBOro no3eosy. He
xBunoncsa, 6o Tobi cnpaBai ctaHe ripwe. 3acnokoncs, gobpe?

Y HacTynHi AHi Npo nncT 0o Mictepa KpenseHa He 6yno n mosu.
JNlikap Takox nonepenms fAornsagasbHULIO, Wo6 He Bena XoOHUX
PO3MOB 3 NaLEHTOM NPO NOro CTaH.

— Xnoneub 4y40OBO BUIMI90a€, — MOBUB BiH, — LI MPOCTO
HeMMOBIpHO. Ane NpaBaa TakKoX i Te, WO BiH i A0CI Ay>Xe Nlerko
BMNa[aE€ B MHiB, a Lie Mo)Xe NoMy 3awkoamTn. Tomy byabre
obepexxHa i He 3aBoAbTe PO3MOB, AKi NOro APaTYOTh.

KoniH Tako>X nposiB Hapady 3 Mepi. OCb Tak BOHWU N BUPILLNAN
“rpaTu BucTasy", abu BigBecTn Nifo3pu 4OPOCIINX.

— ['™M, Tenep MeHi 30BCiM He X04eTbCS BAABaTK 3i cebe
ICTEPUYHOro xnon4ynucbka, — i3 »kasieM BuMoBmB KoniH. — 3apas
MeHi Tak aobpe, Lo HaBiTb HE 3HAIO, YN 3MOXKY LLLOCb TaKe BTHYTU.
PaHiwe s Bcboro 605B8Cs, TOMy 1 Naakae, a Tenep Mato nepep,
o4ymMa cap, 3BipAaT, [JikeHa — i MeHi X04eTbCs CMIATUCA, a He
BepeLlaTn N BepeayBaTu. Ta WO NopodbuLl: AKLLLO MU HIHYOro He
3pobumo, nikap KpenseH Hanuwe 6aTbKOBI — i BCe nponage. MyLy
AKOCb MOro NepekoHaTu, Lo A He Takuil 340POBUN, AK NOMY
3[0A€ETHCA.



KoniH BupiwuB, Wo Tenep BiH iIcTUMe MeHwWwe, abn He rosopun
Npo noro aneTuT. Ta, Ha Xalb, e nerko 6ysio ckasaTu: KOXXHOIro
PaHKYy LiTU NPOKNAANNCS 3 BiOYYTTAM rosiofy, TOMy CHiaHOK
LWBMAKO 3HMKAB 3i cTosy. Hy 60 AK, CKaXiTb, MO>XXHa Byno
BiZIMOBUTUCS Bi CBIXXOro AOMalLlHbLOro xaiba 3 macnom, si€Lb,
MaJINHOBOIO BapeHHS i BEPLUKOBOIro Kpemy? A KOJIN 3 KYXHi
NPUHOCUN CMaXKeHNN BeKOH, AKUIN Nax Ha uisly KimHaTy, To Mepi in
KoniH y>Xe HaBiTb He onupasincs: nuwe HiSsKoBO Mornasganv ogHe Ha
OLHOro, a To4i WBUAEHbKO 3HiManu cpibHy HakpuBKY | 6eKoH

TiIbKU 1 6avnnn.

— lMNapa3g, Mepi, 3apa3 noiMo Bce, 3aTe 00ig TOYHO 3aUWNMO
i... i nonypneHok, — obiuas cobi i cecTpi KoniH.

Ane KO)XHOro pa3y NnoBTOptoBasiacd Ta cama icTopiqa: i nicns
obiny, i nicna nonyaeHka, i Nicssa BeYyepi Ha KyxHI0 NnoeBepTaancs

YUCTIi TapisIKK. 3BICHO, CYrv Masun rnpo Lo roBOpuUTH.

— Ak6bun xo4 Ti wWwMaTKM BekoHa 6ynum rpybui... Ta n Byno4ok
Mornn 6 gpogaTtu. A TO NO OAOHIN Ha KOXXHOro, — 6ypkoTiB KoniH.

— Eren, akwo Tn xBopun, To To6i 4OCUTL | OOHIET, a AKLLO
310POBUN, TO i ABOX 3aMaio, — CJYLIHO 3aBBaxkuna Mepi. — OT 1,
KON CUIXKY MNPU BiJYMHEHOMY BikHi, TO i Tpu noay»xana 6. Li

MaxoLli Bepecy i ApOKY TakKuU aneTuT HaraHsaiTb, Wo ox!

Toro paHKy BOHUM BXe 30 ABi FOOMHM NMpauoBaan B cagy i sKpas
CTanu Big4yBaTu Npobya>KeHHsA rosoay, Koam [likeH Ha XBUJIbKY
CXOBaBCH 3a TPOAHAOBUNA KyLL, — i, HEMOB YapiBHUK, BUTAMHYB
3BigKMCb B6iA0HYMK, MO BiHUA HAaMOBHEHUW CBIXXUM MOJIOKOM, i
BiAEpPKO i3 3anawHnMm Byno4ykamm 3i CMOPOAMHOBOK HAYMHKOLIO Ta
XpycTKuUM xnibuem. Binepko 6yno nbannmeo 3akytaHe CUHbO-6ino0

cepBeTKO, 6y/1I04KM HaBITb HE BCTUIMIN BUCTUIHYTWU. Togi



onucaTwn pagaicTtb giten! 9k nobpe, wo micic Coepbi moagymana npo

Hux! A aK naxHe xnibyuk! | bynovku! A3umka nuruew.

— [ikeHe, TBOA MaMa — CnpaBXXHs YapisHUUA. Hy 60 aK 6un
BOHa iHaKLWe 340raganacs, wo HaM noTpibHo? NepekaXkn i1 Big Hac
BenmyesHe cnacubi, — 3BopyLIeHO BUMOBMB KOiH.

Topni BCi HAKNHYINCA Ha MOJIOKO 3 Bynikamun. 3amBe 1 Ka3aTy,
WO 3a ABi rOAVHWY, AKi MUHYIN NICAS CHIAAHKY, LITU Harynsanm

TakKoro aneTuTy, Wo i BiA0HYMK, | BioepKo LWBUAKO CMOPOXKHINN.

BioToai micic CoBepbi woaHsa nepenaBasa AiTAM CMayHi
noYacTyHKW. Lle oonoMorso yTpuMmaTn TaEMHMLIO. 3pewToto, Mepi i
KoniH 3panm cobi cnpasy, wo micic Coepbi Henerko 6patun Ha cebe
e ix ABox, 60 XK y caMoi Ha WWi YOTMPHaAUSaTb AyLwl. TOMYy BOHU
CcTanun nepenasaTu in Yepes [likeHa rpowi, Wo iX perynsapHo
OTPUMYBaAJIN HA KULLIEHbKOBI BUTPaTK Big MicTepa KpenBeHa. Tak

XKiHKa Morna KynyBaTu xapdi 4na HMX, He 06ainatoym CBoto Yyenab.

A noTim [likeH 3HanwWoB We oaunH cnocib. Y napky, 3a cagomMm, age
noro snepwe nobaynna 6yna Mepi, BiH BUSBUB HEBEJINYKY SAMKY.
Topni Ha3bupae KaMiHHS | 36yayBaB TaM KpUXIiTHY nid. MoTim ikeH
KyrnyBaB Ha rpowi Mepi n [likeHa KapTorJio i AMUSA Y CiNIbCbKil
KPaMHMLI i BOHM Lie BCE MeKJIN Ha KaMeHsaX. A wo Mmoxxe 6yTn ninwe
BiJ, Me4veHol KapTonAai 3 ciuio i CBiXKKUM MacnoM! Ta 1 ne4veHi A€4ka
CMaKyBan 3HaMeHnTOo. Ocb Tak KoniH i Mepi 6ynun cuTi i 6inbwe He
MyCWUAM NoTeprnaTu 3a CBOK TAaEMHMLIIO. KpiM TOro, IXHi Tpanesu
HaragyBasiM SKiCb Ka3KOBi NOTaEMHI 3ibpaHHS, WO, 3BICHO,

cnpaBiAaao HeMaJIo paagoCcTm MaJimM 3MOBHUKaM.

KoniH Hi Ha MNTb He NoknaaB CBOIX BrpaB 3 Marii Cnosa.
KO>XHOIro noro>xoro paHKy BiH 34iNCHIOBaB LLepeMOHIto Nif, CaINBOIO,
a ToAi 3HOBY i 3HOBY 06xoamB cad. Xsoneub CTynaB Wopas
yneBHeHilWe i Mir gonaTn BCce A0BLWi BiacTaHi 6e3 6yab-akoi



nonomoru. Le we 6inbwe cnoBHOBaN0 NOro BipOk Y BAACHI CUAN.
HikeH i Mepi wmnpo B6oNiBaNM 3a HbOrO i TILLWINCA 3 NOro YCriXiB.

AKocCb [ikeH He 3Mir NpuATK B caAd. LiTn Burnaganm noro go
Beyopa, NpoTe XJoneub 3'9BUBCSA LWOMNHO HACTYNHOro paHky. O4iy
HbOI0 »XBaBO H6auLwanu. byno BMAHO, WO BiH Ma€ LWOCb CKa3aTwW.

— CnyxaunTe, B4Oopa MeHe MaMa nocnasa byna oo Teenty, —
no4as BiH, — i KOJ10 3aDKO>KOro ABopa, Wo Ha3ueae'ca "CuHsA
kopoBa", A 306a4mB boba NoBopTa. TO HAMMOLHILWNK XJI0MNakKa Ha
Linim nyctuwi. 506 — YyemnioH Mopkiimpy 3 60poTL6U, BiH HalBuLLIE
3a BCix cTpubae i Hampani metae MoNoT. [0A4i 3Mi4MNTK, ¥ CKIIbKOX
noro 306a4mB, To Biapa3y 3ragas npo Tebe, KoniHe. Tn X TakKoX
xoyew ctatm atnetoM. OTo g i cnntas boba: "Eren, bobe, ckaxku-
HO MeHi, Wwo T pobuw, abu 6yTn Takmum mouHUM? e 6epew cnny?"
| BiH MeHi Binka3aB: "As', xnonde, abmn 6yTn cunbHUM, Tpe' cs
cTapatu. Hema Hivo' 3apapma. To cnyxan: KONMCb 0o TBenTy
npuka>xas uupk. | Tam 6y oanH cunay. To g niginwos 6ys 0
HbOIO i CMNTaB, K TV MeHe NMUTAELL: K CTaTN TaKUM MOLHUM, AK
BiH. OTO cunay MeHi i Nnokasas, 9K Tpe' BNPaBAsTU PYKN, HOTK,
nnedi, XXMBIT, AKi Bnpasu pobuTn. | 1 ca ctapas". ToAi 9 cnuTas:
"bobe, a Yn rogaTbCAa Ti BNpasu ang cnabocusoro xnonua? Yu He
3awkonaTb byBa?" A bob 3acmifABCS i NOKa3ye Ha MeHe: "To Tu
cnabocununm um wo?" A a nomy: "He, bobe, He Npo MeHe MoOBa.
MpoCTO A 3Hal0 O4HOr0 AXKEHT/IbMeHa, aKu fosro cnabysas, a
Tenep xo4ye Tpoxa HabpaTuca cun". bob binblie cA He NUTaB — MK 3
HMM [0aBHO CA 3HAEM, — i Bigpa3y rnokasas MeHi cBOi Brnpasu. 4

NMnoBTOpPtOBaB 3a HUM, OKWN HE 3aB4YUB Hanam'aTb.

— MNokaxew MeHi? lMoKa>keLw? — CXBUJIbOBAaHO BUIyYKHYB KOiH.

— bynab nacka!

— Ag', 6yab NneBHUI, — BiANoOBIB [likeH, NigBOAAYNCS 3 MiCUSA. —

Tinbko Bo6 Ka3aB: cnepuwy ix Tpe' pobutn obepexxHo, wobun ca He



nepeBTOMUTN | He 3awKoanTn cobi. Kinbka pasis 3pobuwl — Toai
BiANOYMHb, MoAunXanm rnmboko, ToAai 3HoB. Mam'aTal: He

nepeBTomMJIlOBaATUCA.

— Tak-Tak, a9 6yay obepexHun, — HeTeprnisgde MmoBmB KoniH. —
MNMoKa)kn, NoOKa>kKn MeHi Bnpasu, [likeHe! Tu... Tn HanbinbLwwnmn

YapiBHUK Yy LisIOMYy CBITi!

[likeH BCTaB i NOBINbHO MOKa3as KiJlbka NPOCTUX Brpas s
Pi3HUX rpyn mM'a3is. KoniH OMBUBCA LUMPOKO BIAKPUTUMUN O4MMA.
[esaki pyxu BiH NOBTOPUB HaBCUAAYKN. [10TIM 3BIiBCA Ha HOrM i CTaB
NoCNifOBHO BUKOHYBaTW BCi BNpaBu 3a [likeHoM. Mepi cnovyaTky
criocTepirana 3a xJonuysaMu, a noTiM i camMa npueaHanacsa 00 HUX.
CMosnibKa 34MBOBaHO 6aiMMana CBOIMU O4EHATaAMK, a ToAi CNyPXHya
3 MiJIKK i CTana 3aB34aT0 CTpubaT! NOMIXK AiTbMU, HIBN TaKoX

HaMarat4mcb NOBTOPKOBATU IXHI OUBHI PYXW.

BigToai OiTn noYnHanm geHb 3 aTNeTUYHUX BMpaBs, a NoTiM
nepexoawnu no Marii Cnosa. 3 KOXXHUM pa3oM KoniH i Mepi cTaBann
Lopa3 BNpaBHiLWi i MOrav foBLe BUKOHYBaATU Li BNpaBun. Y
pe3ynbTaTi B 060X 6yB 4ynoBuin aneTnT. bes wenpunx novYacTyHKIB
Big [likeHoBOT MaMu i NiYkKn y napky iMm 6yno 6 Henepenmeku. A Tak
BOHW MOTIJIM 3HOBY 3aMOPOYUTU BCiX y AoMi. Micic Mennok,
nornsaganbHUL Ta nikapo KperBeHy He MOro cnacT Ha OYMKY,
LLLO Ui OBOE apTUCTIB y>Ke fobpsaye Hanxanam XMBOTU NeYEHOo
KapTonnew, CBiXKUM MOJIOKOM, BIBCAHUMU KEKCaMU, XPYCTKUMU
xnibusamm, BepecoBM Me[0M Ta BEPLUKOBMM BapeHUEeM, TUM-TO

MapyasTb 3@ CHi4aHKOM 4u obigom BooOMa.

— HwWHI BOHM 3HOB Mal>Xe Hi4oro He iin, — cTypboBaHO cKa3ana
pornananbHuug. — AKWwo Tak byge gani, To reTeb NigHeNnaayTb Ha
Cuni. Xo4a Mo HUX | He CKaXkeLl: LWOoKW Kpyrii, pyM'aHi. Hidoro He
PO3YyMilo.



— As', 3 HUMM HIKOIN He 3Ha€EL, 4Yoro Yyekatu! — obypeHo
nigxonuna Micic Megnok. — To 3anuxalOTbCs TakK, WO a>< NAaCKun
pPO3Mepi3yTb, @ TO KPYTATb HOCOM, XO4 WO iM nogan. B4opa Ha
06ig Mann monoay KypkKy y xnibHOMy COyCi — TiJIbKO nepeBenu.
KyxoBapka npugymana gas HUX HOBUW NMyOUHI — HaBiTb 40 pOoTa He
B351/1M, BCe Bificnanu Ha3ag. Ta sk 306a4nna, To Masio He Niakana.
BoiTbcs, BigHa, Wo AK Ti ABOE NoCiabHyTb 3 ronoay, To ii 3pobnaThb

BUHHOIO. | 9K TYy' BUTpUMaTn?

HNornagansHUUS noginnnacs cBoiMm nobotoBaHHAMM 3 JliKapeMm
KpeneeHoM. Ha noTBepO>XeHHS CBOIX CJ1iB XXiIHKa NokKa3aJia Taulo 3
Mamxe He TOPKHYTUM CHiflaHKOM. Jlikap He rat4unch Mniwos y
KiMHaTYy i npuckinnmeo ornaHys KoniHa. MNMpoTe ornapg nvwe

NnopoAMB HOBI MUTAHHSA.

Pi4 y Tim, WwWo nikap ABa TUXXHi NPOBIB Yy JIOHOOHI, Kyaon Noro
BUKJIMKAN y CpaBax, 0TOX YBeCb TOM 4Yac He 6aymB xnonus. Konn
BiH OoOBigaBcs, Wo Yy Hebo)xa 3HOBY NOripLLIMBCA aneTuT, TO
OYiKyBaB, L0 3a ABa TWXXHi Ton cxya 4v 36nig Ha Buay, — ane
BUrNa 4 NauieHTa 3gaTHUM 6yB Byab-Koro cnaHtennynTn. Cnpasai,
00 XNnonusa WwBnaKo noeeprtanaca cuna i 3gopos'sa. MNMpo ue ceigymnnm
Kpyrii pyM'siHi LLOKK i )XBaBun nornapg. "Lboro nauieHTa Tenep
XXOOHWIN NiKap He Ha3Be iHBanigoMm, ue To4Ho", — gymaB cobi sikap
KpenseH, po3rybneHo notupatoym nigbopioas.

— Wo pieTbcsa, KoniHe? — BpewTi cnuTas BiH. — A 4yB, WO
OCTaHHIM YaCOM TN Mal>Ke Hi4oro He icn. MeHe ue ayxe TypOye.
30BCiM HepaBHO y Tebe ByB YynoBuM aneTuT. | TM Tak rapHo
nornpaBmBCSA. A Ternep yce MoxXKe 3iNTn HaHiBeLub.

— 41 >K Ka3aB BaM: TOM aneTuT LOBro He NMPoTPUMAETLCA. A BU

He BipWnN, — CKPYLLUHO NOXUTaB rosloBo KoJiiH.



Mepi He BUTpMMana i NMpxHyna 30 CMixy, NpoTe WBNAEHbKO
3aTy/vsia poTa AOJIOHE0, BAAIOYM, WO 3aKaluisaiacs.

— Y YoMy piv? — nigHaB 6poBu nikap KpenseH.

Mepi onaHyBana cebe.

— Bce rapasg, He TypbynTecs. Akacb gpibka noTpanuia B
ropsi0, — YeMHO BiANOBINIa BOHa.

JNlikap we pas rnaHys Ha Mepi, Toai Ha HeboXxa — i NOBONI

BUMLLOB 3 KiMHATW.

— Ox, KoniHe, 3HaB 61 Tn, 4HOro MeHi BapTyBaJio CTpUMaATUCH, —
BUN'YKHYJa AiBYMHKA, LLOWNHO ABepi 3a NikapeM 3a4mHmnmca. — Konu
nikap KpevBeH cKka3as, WO TU CXyAHew, A Bigpa3y 3ragana, ik Tn
NakKyBaB NevyeHy KapTonJto, a NoTiM 3aigas ii xNiboM 3 BapeHHAM i
BapeHueM. binonawHmnn! — i Mepi 3 yciel gyLwi 3acmisnacs.

Po3rybneHuin nikap Hisk He Mir 3HaWTU NOSACHEHHS TOro, WO

noba4mB y KiMHaTi HeboXXa.

— Micic Mepgnok, a Mmoxxe, Mepi n KosliH caMi noTanku LWocCb

6epyTb 3 KyXHi? — NpMNyCcTUB BiH.

— Ta He, Ty' NOCTIHO XTOCh €. Ix 61 Biapasy nomiTuauw.
3peLuTor, BOHM Bif paHKy 00 Beyopa HaaBopi. TaM TakKoX HeEMa LWLO
icTn. Xiba, MOXXe, BUKOMYIOTb AKiCb 0BOYI 3 rpafoK. Ane akbu BOHM
LLOCb XOTiIN 3 KyXHi, TO Moran 6u nonpocntn — im 6um Bigpasy
npuHecnn, — po3CyaJIMBO BiAMnosina micic Measok.

— Hy, Toni HamMm Hema npo Wwo TypbyBaTUCA, — BUPILLMB Nikap
KpenBeH. — Xsioneub BUrnagae npocto 4ynoBso.



— Mepi TakoXX NonoBHiWana, — noTeepanna micic Megsok. —
Tak i1 6inbwe nacye. A aK'3inayTbca 000€, TO TiSIBKO PErovyThb i
perovyTb, K siowaTta. Moxe, 3BigTN i cuny 6epyTs.

— Mo>XMBO, MOXXJINBO, — 3aMUCJIEHO CKa3aB Niikap KpengeH.
— Hy w0 X, To Hexan cobi pero4yTb Ha 300pOB'S.

Po3pgin 25

3aBica

A NOTaeEMHUI caf WOAHA 9BAB HOBI AnBa. CaMKa-MaJsiMHIBKa
HaHecna seub i Tenep TypboTamBo ix BUCcnaxxysana. Cnepy BoHa
AYy>Xe XBUWIOBasIacH, 9K TiIbKM NOMiYana HanMeHLWwnun pyx nobnmsy
rHizga. Cameub TaKOX yBeCb 4YacC NuabHyBaB. HaBiTb [iKeH Yy Ti AHi
He Mir Habnn3nTNUCA A0 HMX. XJloneLb Aue XOoTiB NOBIAOMUTU
NTalKaM, Lo PO3yMi€, AKUN Y HUX 3apa3 Ba>kKJIMBUN nepion, i Wwo
HiIXTO He 36upaeTbCca iM 3awkoanTu. LLle 6 nak: cnocTepiratn 3a
NOSIBOIO HOBOIO XUTTA 3 Anus — ue 6yna HangnBoOBUIKHILLA
npuroga. | 4itn ue 4yaoBO PO3yMisin, TOMY NOBOAWMIINCA SKOMOra
obepexHiwe, Wob He 3n9KaTU MaNNHIBOK. BpewwTi nTawkn

3acCrnokKoInucs i Bxxe He Typbysanuncsd, konv bavnnm ix y caay.

Hannepwe noBipy napu MannHiBoK 3000yB [likeH. BiH-60 BMiB
webeTaTn NO-iXHBOMY, OT)Ke, ByB CBIN. [liKkeH HaBiTb XOAUTK MiIr MO-
NTaWMHOMY, TOMY MaJIMHIBKM 30BCiM 1Oro He 6osanucs. MNMesHo,
NTaWwkM HaBiTb cobi gyManu, wo [ikeH — TakoXX MaJIMHIBKa, TiJIbKU
6e3 nip'a i 43boba. A ocb Mepi i KoniH webetaTn He BMinn, TOMy
[iKeH, X04-He-x04, MyCMB NepexoamnTn Ha SKYCb AUBHY MOBY, abu 3
HUMW NOPO3yMiTUCA. MTalKM AMwe oMy cnisyyBanu: ue x Tpeba
MaTW Taki knonotu! Ta wo nopobuul, AKWO Ti iCTOTU HIAK He 34aTHi
onaHyBaTW ixHin wWebiT. Hibn ue Tak Ba)xko! 3pewToto, Xiba Mano
He3[ap Ha CBITI?



OToX Wwonno Tnx ABox Tpeba b6yno 36epiraT NUAbHICTS.
Ocob6anBo gnBHMM 34aBaBCA xaonynHa. CNoYaTKy BiH HaBiTb He
npuxogme caMm — y caf, Noro nNpuBO3WJIN Ha KPICNi-Bi3KY, LLi/IbHO
BKPUTOIr0 AKUMUCH LWKypamu. MoTiM xsioneub CTaB 3 Bi3ka i CTaB
nososii 06xoanTn can. Lle n Buknkano TpmBory MaauvHisok. Cameub
TOAi 3a4aiBCA Y Kywlax i 3aHEMNOKOEHO CNocTepiras 3a TUM, LLO
nianocsa. Nomy-60 He pa3 nosoaumnoca 6a4nTu, aK NigKpagaETbCs
KiT, K BiH MOBINIbHO N 06epeXXHO roTyeTbCA A0 cTpubka. Lia ictoTa
TaKO>XX MOr/sia B SKUACb MOMEHT CTPpUbHyTH i, Yoro gobporo,
AOCKO4YNTN Jo rHizga. Cameub cnpobyBaB NogisiMTUCA CBOIMU
noboroBaHHAMMN 3i CAMUYKOLO, asie NoTIiM 3P03YyMiB, LLO LbOro
pobuTn He BapTo, 60 Ta CTpallEeHHO PO3XBWJIOBaNacCs, a i xe
Tpeba BncmaKyBaTn sevka! Camelb BUPILLMB iLLLe TPOXN
nocnocTepiratu, abu nepesipuTn CBOI MPUNYLLEHHS.

BpewTi TOM xs10Meub 3 Bi3Ka CTaB XOAUTU MalXKe Tak caMo sK
likeH, Xx04a 4ac Bif Yacy BCe 04HO CifaB Ha OCNiHYMK abo NpocTo
Ha TpaBy, a ToA4i NWOoB Aani. Toai cameub MasMHIBKK npuragas cobi,
LLLO KOJIN BiH CaM KOJINCb Y4YMBCSA NiTaTW, TO TaK CaMo NepenoymBas.
To uen xnoneub BYNTLCA NiTaTU... TobTO XoanTn! Camuesi Bignsarno
BiO cepus. BiH ogpa3y noseTiB 40 rHisga i 4OoNoBiB, WO BCe rapasn,
Lo »KOoOHOoI Hebe3nekn HeMae€. Lle nTalleHsaTa WBUAKO BCe
OMNaHOBYIOTb, @ NOAN HAaATO He3rpabHi, TOMy 1 CENATbLCA BHM3Y, Ha
3eMJii. 3peLlToto, HaBITb KOMU NIIOACBKI AiTU BAPOCTaKOTh, NiTaTn
BOHW BCe OAHO He BMitloTb. [MpUHaNMHI We HIKoM He Tpannaiaocs

3yCTpPIiTU NIOACBKI FHi34a Ha BeplieYyKax aepes.

Ha akuncb 4ac y rHisai MaanHiBoK 3anaHyBaB Crnokin. Ane noTim
NTALKWN 3HOBY He 3HaNM WO AyMaTun. MpoCTo Ui NoACLKI 4iTr
HaBILLOCb WWNKYBaNMUCA Nig oepeBoM, a ToA4i 3rMHann N po3rnHanm
pyKu i Horu, obepTtanm ronosamn. Cameub MasIMHIBKU yYBa>KHO
NPUONBAABCA A0 HUX | HE MIr 3HaWUTW NOSCHEHHS. peuiHb Kon
NOACBKI iTn X0A4aTb 4K BiratoTb, TO PyXalTbCs 30BCIM iHaKLe.
€0VHe, WO BiH MIir CKa3aTu — L0 KOJM BUTYMIATBCS IXHI

NTaweHATa, TO BOHM HIKOJIM HE BUXUNATUMYTbCS B TaKNUW AUBHUNA



cnoci6. BiH y>xe fonuabHYE. | 3HOBY: 3aCMOKOIZI0 MaJIMHIBOK Te, LU0
y TUX He3po3yminmx 3abasax 6pas y4acTb xnoneub, AKUN yMiB Tak
rapHo webeTaTn NO-iXHbOMY. AKLLO BXe BiH Y Lle BTAMHYBCSA, TO
XXOLAHOT 3arpo3u Ui AMBHI PyXn He CTaHOBNAATbL, BUPILLMB CaMelb i

NOBIAOMUB MPO L& CaMUYKYy.

3BICHO, HIXTO 3 MaJIMHIBOK 3poay He 4yB NMpo 4YemnioHa boba
oBOpTa Ta Npo MOro BNpasu A8 3MiLHEHHSA M'a3iB. [poCcTo
NTalKaM XXOOHi BNpaBu He NOTPIOHI: AKLLO HaNITaeWCa LiNiCiIHBKUIA
AeHb Yy NoLwyKax ki, To TBOT M'a3m i 6e3 cneuisanbHOT pyXaHKun

HaNMTbCA MiuL. Ane To NTallkKn, a To Joan.

BpelwTi MannHiBKN 3BUKNX A0 NPUCYTHOCTI AiTen y cany.
Camuyui HaBiTb LikaBo 6yno cnocTepiraT 3 rHi3ga, K BOHM TaMm
X04ATb, NPALIOIOTb KOJIO 3€MJli Y/ MPOCTO CUAATH BiAMNOYNBAIOTh.
MpuHanMHI geHb MMHaB Wweuawe. Koam sunagany AowWwoBsi AaHi i gitn

He 3'aBnsanncs y Caay, CaMn4Ka BXe CyMyBaJla 3a HAMW.

A ocb Mepi i KoniH Tenep He HyOblryBasn HaBiTb 3@ Heroaw.
3aBasakun Mepi.

AKOCb 3paHKy, KOJIM 3a BiKHOM sinB goul, KosiH He 3HaxoOus
cobi micus. BunexxaTtwu uinnnm geHb Ha AMBaHi — ue 6yno NoHapg noro
cunn. fligBecTnca camomy 3 amBaHy i 6iratu no KiMHaTi, Tak caMo
AK pobuB Le B cafy, — O3Ha4asio BUKpuUTKU cebe.

— 4 cTaB Takum, K i BCi xonui, — ckapxmsecsa KoniH. — Bmito
XO0OUTWN, BMitO pobuTr BNpaBsun... a TYT MyLLY NieXXaTu K NasbkKa.
Habpuono! Y MeHi CTinbkKn cunu, wo... Wo X04eTbCs CniBaTn 3
pagoLlliB, a He BAaBaTK XBOPOro n 6e3nomivyHoro. OTO 3paHKy
NenBe CTpUMaBCA.

Mepi 3acmisnacs.



— 9kbu Tn 3acniBaB, 0oTo 61 Nepenonox 34mMHUBCA! Bigpasy
npubirna 6 pornsganbHUUA, micic Meanok. MNesHo, Bupiwnauv 6, Wo
T 3'ixaB 3 rny3ay, i nocnanu 6 3a nikapem, — BUMOBWIA BOHA.

KoniH Tako>X 3aCMisiBCS, ySABMBLUW COBI L0 KapTUHY: MicCicC

Mepnnok 3axoouTb 00 KiMHAaTU — a BiH CTOITb 6inga BikHa i cniBae!

— Xo4 6u 6aTbKO WBKMALLE NOBEPHYBCSA, — 3ro40M MOBUB BiH i3
Xanem. — 4 Tak Xxo4y BCe MOMY pO3Ka3aTu... TiIbKK NMpo ue 1
AyMalo... He MOXy fani oTak niexxaTn KaMiHueM. CKopo BCe 0HO

HIXTO He MOBIPUTb, LLIO A XBOPUN: OH SAKI LLOKW pyM'aHi. A TyT iwe

uewn gou...

| TYyT Mepi npnaoymana.

— KoniHe, — 3MOBHULIbKU rnaHysa Ha HbOro, — a T XOoY

3HAELW, CKIIbKN KiMHAT Yy LbOMY BYANHKY?

— lMeBHO, nobpa coTHA, — BiAMNOBIB BiH.

— Ara, i y 6inbLiCcTb i3 HUX HIXTO HE CTyMa€ HOrow, — Bena pani
Mepi. — To ocCb, Cnyxan: 0gHOro AOWOoBOro AHA g 6baykana no
Kopuaopax i BuaBuia, wo 6arato KiMHaT He 3aMKHeHI. 9 HaBiTb
3a3umpana y Hmx. HixTo npo ue He 3p0oragascs. MNpasaa, BKiHUi 4
Taku noTpanuia A0 pyk Micic Megnok, ane ckasana in, wo
3abnykana. LUe 6yno Toai, Konu g Bapyre novyna TBiN KPUK.

KoniH nigBiBCA Ha OMBaHi.

— COTHS KiMHaT, Yy AKi HIXTO He 3aX04UTb, — 3aMUCJIEHO
MOBTOPWB BiH. — He3ripw AK noTaeEMHUW capf. To gasBawn nigemMo 1
ornsaHemo iX. Ty noeesell MeHe Ha Bi3Ky — i HIXTO He 3HaTumMe,

KyOu MU NPSIMYEMO.



— flkpa3 npo ue a n gymato, — mosuna Mepi. — Ckaxkew, 06
HIXTO He MLWOB 3a HaMu. | 3Mo)xeMo nobiratn No Kopugopax. Yum
BMKOHYBATW Halli BNpaBu. A we 1 nokaxy Tobi iHAINCbKY BiTaNbHIO
— TaM y wadui NOBHO CNOHUKIB. Y LbOMY OYAMHKY WO 3aBrogHo

MO>XHa 3HaNTW.

— 3a43BOHM Y A3BOHUK, — HeTepraa4ye cka3as KoniH.

Mpunwna gornaganbHUUA. KoniH po3nopsanecs:

— lMpwnBe3siTb Crogun Min Bi3OK, — MOBMB BiH. — MK 3 Mic Mepi
NigemMo orasgHyTn Ty YaCcTuHy 6yanHKy, Ae HIXTO He XXuBe. [1)KOH
3HEeCe MeHe y Kopuaop, Ae NoYMHA€ETbCA ranepes, 60 Tam € cxogu.
Toai mic Mepi cama noee3e Min Bi3OK. A 3a [J)XOHOM 5 MOTiIM MOLUJIIO.

OcCb Tak y HUX 3'ABUI0CA Yy[OBe 3aHATTSA, L0 BMUTb NPOrHaio
Hyabry. [1>KOH fonpaBmB Bi3OK y rasiepero i NilwoB Ha3aAa. KoniH Ta
Mepi 3axonsaieHo nepe3npHynuca. Toai KoniH 3icTpubHyB 3 Bi3Ka.

— Cnepuwy nobirato, Togi noctpmnbato, abm po3imM'aTncs, a NoTiM
nepengemo oo Bnpas boba MNoBopTa, rapasn? — 3BepHyYBCH 00
Mepi.

HapewTi BoHM gann cobi Bosto. Konn Bxxe BOOCTalb
Haracanucs, B3sJINCA po3rnafaTn CTapi KapTUHU Ha CTiHax. Mepi
nokasana KoniHy nopTpeT AIBYNHKU 3 NAaNy>XXKOto.

— MopymaTw TinbKK, yCi Ti Nl0AN Ha NopTpeTax — Mol poaundi, —
BPa>XeHO CKa3aB xJioneub. — BoHu »xnnm 6baraTto pokis ToMy. A oTa
AiBYMHKA 3 Nany>kKoto, NeBHO, AKacb Mos npababus... abo TiTKa.
o peui, Mepi, BOHa Oy»xe cxo>ka Ha Tebe... Xo4a Hi, Tenep Tw
BUrnapacew ninwe. A konum g snepwe tebe nobayns — toai Tn byna
TakK CaMO HacyrJsieHa.



— 4K i T, — Bignosina Mepi i BOHM 060€ 3acMmignucs.

MoTiM OiTn Niwnn oo iHAINCLKOIT KiMHaTK | 6aBunnca dirypkamm
CNOHUKIB. [lani ornaHym po>xeBy BiTasbHIO, Ae Mepi noba4vnna
Byna MmuweHaT. 3apa3 TaM 3aauwnnacs amwe gipsea nogylika Ha

AVIBaHI: MULLIEHATa, NEBHO, BXe BUPOCAU i po36irnncsa xTo Kygu.

Heski kKiMmHaTn Mepi Bxxe bayunna, npoTte 6ynm 1 Taki, Lo BOHa
Toai nponycTtuna. LLlopasy gitu BUABNAAN SKiCb KOpUOOPW, Nacaxi
3i CTApPOBMHHUMUN KapTUHAMUN | — KYNy pedyen y KiMHaTax, npo
NpU3HaYeHHsA akux rogi 6yno 3pgoragatucs. 3amMBe M KasaTu, WO Y
Tin MaHApiBUI YaC MMHaB HeNMoMmiTHO. Hy 60 wo Moxe 6yTu ninwe,
Hi>XK gocnig»xeHHs 6e3100HNX 3aKYTKIB BE/INYE3HOro CTaporo
OyanHKY?

— {K rapHo, Wo Mu croam Npunan, — BTilLEHO BUMMOBUB KONiH.
— 41 HaBiTb He AyMaB, WO MeLlKal y TaKOMy BeJINKOMY OYAINHKY.
Ha KoXXHOMY Kpoui aKicb HecrnoaiBaHku. Yynoso! Tenep, Konu
HagBopi gowmntume, Mn bynemo noro gocnigxyesatu. Flagato, TyT
ie 6baraTo uikasoro.

Konw pitn nosepHynuca o KoniHoBoI KiMHaTKU, TO BUSIBUIOCS,
WO Y TUX [OBrMX Kopuaopax anetuTy BOHU HarynasajiM He MeHLUOoro,
Hi>XK y cagy, Tomy 06if Tinbku n 6a4nnn: Tapinkn ymntb 6ynn

BUYMLLLEHI 00 BINCKY.

OTOX KON pgornsaganbHULA npuAiia 3abupatu Tauto, 1i 3HOBY
YyeKkasia HecrnogiBaHka. Npasaa, y NpucyTHOCTI KosliHa XXiHKa He
BMAaJsla CBOro 34MBYBaHHSA, NPOTE Ha KYXHi TpiymdasibHO
nocTaBuia Taulo nepen KyxoBapkoto, Micic Jlymic, abu BoHa

nobavnna BUYULLLEHI AOpeLTY Tapiniku.



— Bwu Tinbkn noameiTecsa! — BUrykHyna Kkyxosapka. — Ti ABOE€
KOro xo4 3amopo4aTb! 3pewTa, B TiM AOMi HA KOXXHIM Kpoui SIKiCb

3arajku, To 4o' ca amByBaTu?

— Oro, CKOpo, NeBHO, OOBeAeTbCA MOKMHYTK poboTy, abu cs He
HadipBaTW, — 3aBBaXkMB [J>KOH, 3a3Mpaloym Ha Taulo Yepes nneye
aornafanbHUUI. — 3a OCTaHHIM MiCcsauUb xJloneub | Tak CTaB yABIMi

TSXK4MN. K Tak nige pani, To 9 He BUTPUMalo.

Micna obigy Mepi 3anuwmnace y KoniHoBin KiMHaTi. [iB4MHKa
nobaymna, WO 3apa3 KapTUHa Ha KaMiHOM BigKpuTa: 3aBicy
BiacyHeHo B6ik. BnacTtumeo, Tak 6yno we B4opa, ane Mepi
nogymana, Wwo XTocb Heobepe)xHo 3a4enuns 3aBicy i KosliH HeBOOB3I
Il 3acyHe. [iB4MHUI CTpaLLeHHO KOPTIJIO Ai3HATUCHA, YOMY TakK €,
npoTe BOHa cTpuManacd. KosliH NOMITKB, LLO BOHA He 3BOAUTb
nornagy 3 nOpTpeTy, TOXK CKa3aB.:

— 3Hato, 3Hato, Tobi LikaBo, YOMY 5 BiAKPUB MaMUH NOPTPET.
Tak, ue 9 3pobus. Xouy ii baunTn.

— Yomy? — nocnutana Mepi. — Tu X paHiwe He XOTiB Ha Hel

ONBUTNCA.

— bo Tenep MeHe 30BCIiM He CepAMnTb, LLLO BOHA CMIETbLCS.
3Ha€ELW, No3aByopa BHOYI ACHO CBITUB MiCALb. 1 NPOKUHYBCS i Bio4yB
TaKy pagdicTb... dKacb Cuia 3MyCua MeHe BCTATKU 3 JIKKa i
NOTAMHYTU 3a WHYPOK. MicsiyHe cAMBO OCBITWJIO 1l NOPTPET... BoHa
HiIbn pagdina, Wo s cTol nepepn Heto. | 3apa3 MeHi yBeCb 4ac
xo4eTbCs Il 6aymTn. BoHa Tak rapHo CMieTbcA. [Jymalo, y Hil TakoX

€ dKaCb MariyHa cuna.

— KoniHe, 3apa3 T Tak Ha Hel noaibHun... Hibn il gywa
Bcenunacsa y tebe, — 3BopyLueHO BMMOBWUAa Mepi, He 3BoAAYM 04en

3 XJIonuA.



Lle cnpaBnno Heabusake Bpa)keHHA Ha KoniHa. BiH 3aMmucnamecs,
a TOAi NMOBiJSIbHO 3aroBOPUB:

— SAKLWO y MeHi xuBe ii gywa... Toai 6ateko nontobutb MeHe,

npaBp,a? — BMMOBWB BalraklO4ucChb.

— To Tn yBecCb 4ac Npo ue AymMaew?! — Bpa>KeHo BUIyKHYyJ1a
Mepi.

— Tak. NMpocTo Ko 9 3HaB, Wo 6aTbKOo He xo4e MeHe BaunTn,
TO Winnin cBiT OyB MeHi HeMunuin. ToMy i 3/IMBCSA Ha BCiX, — BU3HaB
xnoneub. — Ane... ane AKLWO BiH MeHe nbntnme, To 9 pO3MNoBiM
nomy npo Marito Cnosa. MoXxnmBo, To4i i BiH noBecenie€... K 4.

Po3pgin 26

"Mama!"

Y cagy oitu n gani HeyXusbHO OOTPUMYBAIUCA YCTaNeHOoro
po3nopsaaKy: crnepwy sBrpasu 3 Marii Cnosa, Toai Bnpasu 3a bobom
FoBopTOM, a nicsg Toro KoniH iwe 4nTtas nekuil.

— Ona meHe ue nobpa WKona, — NOACHIOBaB BiH. — [peLiHb
KOXXEH y4eHunn — a g 36upatoca HAM CTaTu, KoK BUPOCTY, —
NOBMHEH BMIiTK YnTaTh nekuii. Hy 60 aK iHakLwe [onoBicTM Npo CBOI
BiAKpUTTA? OTOX 3 BaMu A HabyBatlo NpakTUKU. Asie He naKanTecs:
3apa3 Mol nekuii byayTb KOpOTKi, 60 5 We He € CNpaBXHi yY4eHWU.
Kaxxy ue nnsa beHa Be3epcTaga: abu He 3aCHyB, K Y LEPKBi, —

NOCMiXHYBCS KOiH.

— Ta He, 4 Hi40' He Mato NpoTn. MoXkew roBopuTn BCE, WO Tobi
CSA X04Ye — TU XX B HAaC BYEHMN nekTop. A xTo 6u cqa cnepeyas 3
nekTopomMm? — gobpoaywHo npobypkoTiB beH. — A 6 i cam Tak Xx'TiB.



beH i cnpasai He 3B0AMB 04en 3 KoJliHa, KOMIM TOW BUrO10LLYBaB
CBOI HaykKoOBi gonosiai. MpaBay Kaxky4m, CTaporo LikaBuB He Tak
3MicT nekuil, — 60 Be3epcTad OyB Takn 4YONOBIK Janekuin Big
HayKW Ta HayKOBUX BIOKPUTTIB, — AK paawe cam KoniH. beHa
HanbinbLle TiWnno Te, Wo Moro MoJsIoAnN rocrnogap i3 KOXXHuUM
OHEM BUrnaga€ kpawe. Xaoneub cnpashi 3MiLHiB, Ha Horax
3'ABUBCA pesibed M'A3iB, rONOBY BiH TPUMaB PIBHO, 3 MAHICTIO, LLLOKW

Hanunucsa sk abnyka, a o4i »xBaBo banwann.

KoniH Big4yBaB Ha cobi Len nornag cafiBHUKa i BBa)kas, LUO

CTaporo Tak 3axonwusa Noro fekuis. BpewTi BUpiWnB cCnMTaTu:

— [Npo wo Bn aymaete, beHe?

— Mpo wo? 9k npo wo? MNpo Te, Wo 3a OCTaHHIN TUXOEHDb TU
Habpas 0obpux YoTpu pyHTW. Byno 6u pobpe Tebe 3Bakntn. OH

AKi naeYi MOuUHi cTann. | Horn HiIBPOKY, — BiAMNOBIB CafiBHUK.

— OT1 6aunTe! To MeHi Marig CnoBa gonoMorna... i xnibui micic
CoBepbi, i MONOKO, | BNpaBn, — 3a40B0JIEHO MOBMB KoliH. — Min

HAayKOBUI €KCMepUMeHT crnpaBanBcs, xiba Hi?

Akocbk [likeH oewo Ccni3HMBCA Ha nekuito. BiH npunbir yeecb
pyM'sHUIA, Becenun i Bigpa3y B3sBCA A0 poboTu. Nepen Tum Bunanu
PACHI AOLLI i B PIiCT NN HE TiNIbKW KBiTW, ane 1 po3MaiTi byp'aHu.

AKLLO0 TX B4ACHO He BUMOJIOTU, TO BOHW 3aryliaTb yCe Ha CBITi.

KoniH npauytoBas HapiBHi 3 [likeHoM. OKpiM TOro, BiH ilLe

BCTUraB YNTATU JIeKLil.

— 4 3po3ymiB, [likeHe: Maria Cnoea Hauninwe i€ Toh4i, Koau
caM in gornoMara€ll, — roBoOpumB BiH TOr0 paHKy, BUMOJIIOOYMN
Bbyp'aHn. — ToAi MariyHa cuna oCenseTbCAa y TBOIX M'A3ax. 3BICHO,

MeHi we Tpeba BMBYNTU, SK BOHM BJIalLUTOBaHI, Halli M'a3K Ta



KiCTKK. OBOB'A3KOBO NMPOYNTAI0 Y KHUXKKAX... A MOTIM caM Hanuwy

KHWXKY. Mpo Marito Cnoa. 3apa3 36upato maTepian.

Pantom KoniH 3amoBK. BiH Biaknas ybik nonaTy i BunpocTaBscs.
Byno BMAHO, L0 NOro WOCh CXBWIOBAJ0. PanToM BUMYKHYB:

— Mepi! fikeHe! MogmBiTbCA Ha MeHe!

[iTn nepecTtanu NONOTY i MIAHYIN HA HBOTO.

— Yn nam'ATaeTe TON Nepwnmn AeHb, KOJIN BU NPUBE3JIN MEHE

clogn? — nNigHeceHo CNUTaB XJoneub.

3nasanocs, [likeH 3p0o3yMiB, LLO XOTiB CKa3aTu KoJiiH.

— Ad', naMm'sTaEM, — NOBArom BiAMNOBIB BiH.

Mepi nuwe KMBHyNa rojiosoto.

— Ocb 3apa3 g ue cobi npuragas, — BiB Aani KoniH. —
Mpuragas, Ak 3pobMB NEpWNA KPOK, K y38B 00 PYK 3acCTyrm, AK
YYMBCA KOMNaTW 3eMJit0... Y MeHe Bce Baasiocsa! A snsnoposis! MeHi
nobpe!

— As', Tenep 3 TobotO Nopafok! — norteepams LikeH.

— Tak, meHi nobpe! Nobpe! 4 3g00poBUn! — 3axonaeHo
noBToptoBaB KoJiiH.

3BiCHO, KoJiH i paHiwe Big4yyBaB, K Y HboMy NpubyBae cuna,
npoTe 3apa3 A0 HbOro NPUNLLIIO NMOBHE YCBIAOMJIEHHSA TOrO, LLO
BiAbynocs: BiH, MPUKYTUI A0 NiXKKa i Bi3Ka, Tenep Mmoxe biratuy,

cTpubaTn, NpautoBaT Ha 3eMAi, TIWNTUCA COHLUEM i Hebom!



Cnepluy BiH Sinie HamMmaraBsca y Le NoBipUTWU — a 3apa3 noro Bipa
CroBHWNAacs. Big pagowis, Lo NepenoBHUIN NOro cepue, X1onuesi

XOTIiNNOCA BOJIATU Ha LNV CBIT.

— Ypa! 4 3poposun! A BUPOCTY i BiaKpuBaTUMy CBIT! MeHi uikasi
nogwn, 3eipaTta, 3emna! Y meHi € cuna! BoHa MeHi gonomarae! Hexan
yCi Npo ue 3HatlTb! — NigHEeCeHOo NPOMOBJISAB BiH.

beH Be3sepcTad npautoBaB Tpoxu Bigganik — obkonysas
BEJINKNN TPOAHO0BUN KyLl. [Mo4yBLWIN HaTXHEHHY nNpoMoBy KoniHa,

BiH MiginwoB 6amxye.

— B uepkBi cniBatoTb Nnoasa4yHMM ncasaom. Moxe, i T cnpobyew?
— MNOBa>XHO 3arnponoHyBaB CTapum.

— A wo Take ncasMmu? — obepHyBCSA A0 HLOIO XJIoMeLb.

— CnuTtan [likeHa — BiH TODI cka>ke, — BianosiB beH

Be3sepcTad.

[liKkeH KMBHYB roJ1I0BOIO i MOACHUB:

— MNcanmu cniBatoTb, KOJIN X04YTb NoAsaKyBaTu Focnoaesi.
Hawa mama Kaxxe, Wwo uinvn ceitT Focnofa xsannTb. XanBOPOHKU
TaKOXX CniBatoTb XBasy y Hebi. Lle ixHi ncanmun. A B ntogen € CBoI.

— AKWwo TakK, To ue, MmabyTb, Ay>Ke rapHi NicHi, — NPOMOBMB
KoniH. — MpocCTo A Hikonn He ByB y LLepKBi, MOKK XBOpPiB. 3acniBaMn,
HikeHe. 4 xo4y no4yTw.

[likeHa He [oBenocsa OOBro NPocuUTU. BiH po3yMiB, WO AIETLCA Y
Ayuwi KoniHa — ninwe, Hi>x Ton cam. Ton camunn gap, SKuUin 003BOSB
[iKeHOBI po3yMiTun 3BIpAT i NTawoK, 36/1MKyBaB MOro i 3 N04bMU.

OTOX xnonewb 3HAB 3 FOJIOBU LWANKY i JarigHO yCMixXHYBCS.



— Konwu cniBaew ncasamu, Tpe' 3HATK Wwanky, — rnossCHMB BiH
KoniHoBi. — beHe, i BaM TakoX, — 0bepHyBCS BiH 00 cTaporo. — |

Tpe' BCTaTw.

KoniH 3HAB 3 rosioBu Wanky i nigctasme 0611448 Tenamm
COHAYHUM MpoMeHaM. ToAi yBaXkHO rnisiHyB Ha [ikeHa. beH
Be3epcTad HaxMypuBCs, NpoTe MiABIBCA 3 3eMJli | TeXX 3HAB LUANKY.
Crapun, 3gaBanocs, cam cobi 6osaBCa NpM3HATUCA, LWLO YCi L
MPUroTyBaHHSA NOro 3BOPYLUNAN, TOMY N XOBaBCSA 3a HabypMoceHo
MiHOIO.

[ikeH BUNpAMUB CNUHY — i A3BIHKO 3acCniBaB:

XBaniTe N'ocnopa 3 Hebec,

XBaniTe Noro Ha BucoTax!

XBaniTe WNoro, Bci aHrenu Moro,

XBaniTe WNoro, Bci BOiHCTBa HebecHi!

XBaniTe Mloro, BM, coHLe 1 MicsiLto,

XBsanite Woro, Bci acHi 30pi!

Annnysa!

[ikeH 3aBepwunB. beH Be3sepcTap Tak i CTOAB, PO3KPMBLLM
poTa. Mloro nornsapn 6ys 3sepHeHuii 4o KoniHa. Ha o6am4yi xnonus
B6yna HanucaHa norigHa paaicTb.

— YypoBsa nicHA, — BUMOBMB BpelwTi KoniH. — Ii cnosa

AKHaWMINwe BMpa>katoTb Te, L0 A XOTiB CKa3aTu. A He 3HaB, AK



3BeTbCH Ta CWUMa, WO 3Luisinia MeHe, To 1 Ha3uBaB 1l Marieto Cnoga.
Ane ncasnom roeBopuTb MPoO Te came.

ﬂKbe MUTb XJioneub nomMmoB4aB, PO3MUCITIOOYHN.

— MabyTb, HaBiTb BEJINKi BYEHi HE MOXKYTb NOSACHUTN YCbOTO,
O OIETLCA Yy CBIiTi. TiNbKKX 4 BigYyBato: NCasiOM AONMOMara€e MeHi,
nae cuny. Mepi, aBan 3acniBaEMo MOro pasom. [likeHe, NnoYnMHau:
"XBanite Nocnopa 3 Hebec"...

| BOHUM 3acniBann: [ikeH no4vas, a Mepi i KoniH nigxonunun. beH
Be3epcTad npokalunAaBCA i TAKOX BCTYMUB i3 TPETbLOro pAaKa.
Konun BpoumncTo npokasanm "Anunya!", Mepi noba4ynna: ninbopinns
BeHa 3aTpeMmTisIO Bif 3BOPYLUEHHS, CTapuU YacTo 3akKJhinaB i 3 o4en
CKOTWUIAacs C/NbO3MHA — 30BCIM K TOAi, Kosn Briepie noba4ms

KoniHa.

— OX, 4iTn, — XpUnNKo NpoMoBUB CafiBHNK, — A HIKOJIN He
AyMaB, Lo NncaJiMn MatoTb TaKy cuiy. Tenep po3ymito, YoMy MicTep
KoniH BCTaB Ha HOrv i Tak gobpe BUrnagae HUHI. 3peluTa, TiJIbKO 3a
MUHYJIN TUXKOEHb BiH HabpaB yHTIB 30 N'ATb, He MeHwe. To nomy

Ta CuJla NoMorJa, He iHakKLwe.

TuM YacoM KoniH, akunm gnemecs y 6ik XBipTKK, panToM 3/I9KaHO

CTpeneHyBCH.

— Cioaun XTOCb ige. — WBMAKO BUMOBUB BiH. — XTO Le?

Yci nognsunncsa Tyaun. Cnpasai, Ha LOPKLUiI CTOosANa XKIHKa Y
NOBri CUHIM HakMaui. BoHa yBinwnia, Konm BOHW AOCMiBYBan
ncanowm, i 3ynnHmnnacsa nobiy gepesa, abn nocnyxatun. Kpizb ncTsa
Ha Hel Nnagasin COHAYHI NPOMEeHi | TBOPWUJIN Ka3KOBe MepeXxnBo
CBiTNa 1 TiHen Ha ii 06amnydyi, pykax, Hakmgui. XKiHka Tenno

yCMixanacs, OuBnaa4ncCh Ha giten. KoniH npuragas, Wo Yy SKincb



NOro KHMXXUi Tak Burnagana nobpa cdes. TpmBora yMnTb 3HUKIQ —
3[aBasiocs, Wo Us xXiHka 6yna 3 HUMK 3aBxan. A [likeHOoBI o4i
cranaxHynm pagicTio.

— Mama! — BUryKHYB BiH i KWHYBCS 0,0 Hel.

KoniH i Mepi noganncs ycnig 3a HUM. O60€ 6ynm cxBMbOBaHI.

— To mama! — 3HoBY nosTopuB [ikeH, Konun KoniH i Mepi
Ha3gorHaaum noro. — Bu x'Tinm ii 306a4nT, TO A CKa3aB i, oe

XBipTKa.

BoHun pobirnn pno micic Cosepbi i KoniH aeLo 3HiaKoBifo
MPOCTArHYB i pyKy, HE 3BOAAYM nornaay 3 il narigHoro o6amnyys.

— 51 paBHO XxOTiB Bac Nno6aynTn, — CXBUJIbOBAHO BUMOBUB BiH, —
LLle konn nexxaB XBOPUIN, TO MpisiB, LLO KOUCb Nobavy Bac, [ikeHa i
noTaeMHUM cag. MNepen TMM y meHe He Byno xoaHnx 6a>kaHb, 60
MeHe HI4Y0ro He uikaBwuao. A Tenep yce 3gincHuiocs!

Micic CoBepbi Bucnyxasa xnonus — KyTuku ii ryé 3gpurHynucs,
a od4i 3acsiana BOJIOra rNaBoJIOKa.

— OX, MUAun TK Min xnon4ye! — 3 MaTEPUHCBKOIO JTaCKOIO
BMMOBMNA XiHKa. — OXx, xnon4ye! — nosTopuna, 60 3BOpyLLEHHSA He

JaBaso in cka3aTtu binbLue.

KoniHa cTpaweHHO 3irpifio e 3BepTaHHA: npeuiHb Tak Micic
CoBepbi Ha3mBana i cBOro cunHa, [likeHa.

— Bun He cnopgisanuncs, Wo A9 caM 3MOXY XO0AUTU? — CNNTaB BiH.



XKiHKa noknana pykKy nomMy Ha rnsiede n ycmixHynacs. Ha o4ax y
Hel Oynu CNbo3n pasoCTu.

— Asq', He cnopiBanacs! — KMBHYJa ronosot. — | we: T Tak
nonibHMN 0O CBOEI MaMu, WO MeHi axk cepue NiACKoYnIo B rpyasx.

— | BU Tak BBa)kaeTe? Moxxe, 6aTbKO MeHe 3a ue nonobutb? —
3 Hagieo cnutaB KoniH.

— Ad', Min MunMn xnon4ye, NeBHo, WO NosbuTb, — BigMoBiNa
BOHa, NnoraagueLumn Noro rno rsedi. — Hawm TifibKo BepHe'cs ooaomy i

306a4nThb Tebe.

TyT 0o Hux niginwos beH BesepcTad.

— Cto3aH CoBepbi, 3g0poBa byna! — nporys BiH 6acoMm. — Yu
6ayunw ouboro xnonua? AueBK, SKi B HbOro JIMTKW MOLLHI cTanu! A
e ABa MicsAui TOMYy BUrnagann sk TUYKW. JItoan HaBiTb rOBOPUN,
L0 BiH HE MOXXe XoAnTKN, 60 HOrM NOro He TPUMatoTb. A e Ka3anu,
O Min MOJIOANIN rocrofap — TO MOKpy4YeHe CTpaxoBUCbKo. OTO

Han bu Tenep ca noansunun!

Cio3aH CoBepbi Wwmpo 3acmisnacs.

— bauy, 6a4vy. Horm B HbOro, NeBHO, BXXe TaKi MOLHi, IK B MOIro
HikeHa, — BuMoBuia BOHa. — Cnasa bory! A ak gani 6yne 6iraTtun
Ty', NpayoBaT Ha 3eMni, gobpe iCTn i NUTK CBi>XKE MOJIOKO — TO
CTaHe CUa4YeM Ha Linn I7IopKLump! Hawn Nocnopgb Tebe

611arocyioBuUTb, XJ10M4e.

Tenep micic CoBepbi obepHynacs ao Mepi. XKiHka noknana pyku

Ha nJevi OiBYMHKW i MO-MaTePUHCbKU NPUropHya Ii.



— OVTWHO, TV TaKOX Yy[0BO BUrNAfa€eLwl! — ckasana Micic
CoBepbi. — OH, pyM'aHeLb NaLWNTb, AK B Hawoi Manoi JlizabeTt
EneH, Konn ca Haraca€e Ha nycTuwi. A 3 Buay Tu, NesHo, NodibHa o
CcBO€i MaMu. Micic Megnok Kasana, wo 1o 6yna oy>xe BpoavBa
XKiHKa. | T po3uBiTew AK TposHAa, KON BUPOCTELL, MOS MUa

niB4MHKO. Ham 6narocnosutb Tebe Nocnoab!

Cio3aH CoBepbi byna 0oBoni TaKTOBHa XiHKa. BoHa He 3ragana,
o Konm MapTa po3nosigana sgomMa npo Mepi, Koan Ta WOWHO
Byna 3'aBMNacs y Ma€eTKy, TO NepeaaBasia 1 iHWi Cs10Ba Micic
Mepnok: MmoBnsB, ogHOMY bory BifoMO, 9K y TaKol KpaCyHi Morna
HapoOAUTUCA TakKa HerapHa AoHbKa. Hy 60 WO iwe MoxxHa byno
CKa3aTu Npo HacyryieHe nuxaTe AIBYNCbKO, AKe Nine rHyJ10 Kupny
i He BMiNIo cKa3aTu fobporo csioBa N04AAM, SKi Npo Hel

nikyBanucsa?

Mepi He Mana Yacy, abu cnigkyBaTun 3a 3MiHaMU, AKi 3 HELO
Binbynucsa. [diB4nHKa nuwe 3Hana, Wo BUrIsaac "mHakwe" i
MOSAACHIOBasIa Le TUM, L0 Y Hel Ternep AO0BLUE BOJIOCCS i WO BOHA
nonosHina. NpoTe Mepi BTiWMIacs, NOYyBLUN, LLO BOHA CXO0Xa 40
CBOEI MaMu: fiBYMHKa NMaM'aTana, sKow KpacyHeto byna mem Carib i
SIK BOHa NOKpaAbkKu po3rnagana i, MUIYO4YNCb BULLYKAHUMU

NAATTAMU i LLOBKOBUCTUM BOJIOCCSM.

Cio3aH CoBepbi obinwna 3 HUMK cap. BoHa 3ynuHsanacsa Koo
KOXHOI0O KYLLMKa, KOXXHOro gepeBa, 3ragyBasia, Koaun ix byno
nocag>xeHo. KoniH i Mepi He 3Boannu 3 Hei nornagy. Y i
MPUCYTHOCTI AiTW MOYyBasIMCA Hanpo4ya 3aTUWHO i 6e3neyHo.
BigdyBanocs, wo Micic Cio3aH po3yMi€ KOXXEH IX pyX, KOXKEH XecCT.
Tak camo Ak [likeH, BOHa BMijla pO3MOBJATU 3 KBiTaMu i 3BipATaMu.
Ckaximo, CMONbKa ogpasy nNpurHANa il 3a CBOIO | MypXHYyJa Ha

nneye.

MoTimM aiTn po3nosinn Micic Cio3aH, Wo NTaeHsTa MaJInHIBKU

BXXe BMPOC/N i BY4aTbCA NiTaTn. XKiHKa Ternso 3acMisnacs.



— Oro, aymato, Tenep y ixHix 6aTbKiB Henerkum 4ac. HaBuntn
NTALIEHAT NiTaTu — TO BCE 04HO L0 HaBYMTK giten xoantn. obpe,
LLLO XO4Y B MEHEe HeMa Kpun — wo 6u g 3 HuUMm pobuna Ha 3emni? —

BeCeJi0 BMUMOBWJ1a BOHa.

Yasumswu, Sk surnagana 6 micic Cio3aH 3 KpuibMU, OiTU TaKOX

3acMmisnucs. BpelwwTi BOHM 3arosopunan 3 Heto npo Marito Cnosa.

— Micic Cro3aH, cKaxiTb: BU BipuTe y Marito Cnosa? BipuTte, wo
TYT y cajy € cuna, aKa Ham gonomMarae? — cnutas KoniH.

— Tak, OnTuHo, Bipto, — BiAMOBINA BOHA. — TiNIbKO A iHaKLwe Ti
Ha3uBalo, Ty cuay. 3pewTa, No winiM CBiTi N1togn roBopsTb Pi3HUMU
MOBaMU, afie XO4yTb CKa3aTu Npo To came. 5o xo4 B MopKLumpi, Xou
Ha Kpalo 3eMJli — CKpi3b 0OHa i Ta caMa cuia byanTb 00 XUTTSA
3eMJIto, | CoHLE, i Hac 3 BaMu. Ta cuia Hece HaM CBiTNO | ,obpo. be3s
Hel He B6yno 6u Hac. Bip y Hel, AanTuHO, i BOHa BCe Tobi momoxe.
3pewTa, B/ BXXe NMpPo TO 3Ha€eTe, 60 gK 9 npunwna, To BM CriBaan

ncasziom.

— Tak. 4 Big4yB TaKy pagicTb, WO MyCMUB 3acniBaTv, — MOBUB
KoniH, AMBna4Yncb Ha Hei. — [poCcTo B OAHY MUTb 3P0O3YMIB,
HaCKIiJIbKM cCaM 3MIHUBCA y cafy... 1 3Mir BCTAaTW 3 Bi3Ka i KonaTtwu
3eMJ110... 1 CTaB CUIbHUM i 340POBUM... i MeHi 3axoTinoca ctpubaTun

Ha pafoLlax, KpM4aTu Npo Le Ha BeCb CBIiT, abu BCi vynw.

— Ty noasikyBaB 3@ CBOE OAlY>KaHHSA, KOJIX CriBaB rncasioM. TBOKO
noasKy BUCNYXaHO, A BNeBHeHa. [MaM'aTan, OUTUHO: Y XUTTI gyxe
Ba>XJINBO — BMITU AAKYBaTW. 3a WACTH, 3a paLicTb — 3a Bce. | He
Ba>XUTb, AKUMW C/I0OBAaMU TN BUCJIOBJIOELL CBOI NOYYTTHA. [0N10BHE —
LWMPICTb. | BASYHICTb. OCb Tak, Min xJsion4ye, — BUMOBWJ/IA BOHA i

3HOBY Morjagwnaa noro no nsieui.



BpewTi aitn nobpsaye 3ronoaHinu. Micic Cio3aH KMBHya
[iKeHOBI — i TOM NMPUHIC 3i CXOBaHKM KOLWKNK 3 Xap4amu. Yce
TOBApPUCTBO PO3CiNOCA Nig 4epeBOM i HAKUHYOCA Ha MOYaCTYHOK.
Cio3aH CoBepbi xapTyBasia 3 HAMK, pO3MoBigana CMillHi icTopii
CBOEIO MUOI0 roBipkoto. Konn Mepi 4n KosiH He po3yMisin AKUX0OCb

CniB, BOHa IM NOsACHIOBasa.

KowunK WBNMAKO CNOPOXXHIB. ToAi AiTn Heabunsak po3Ba>kuam
Micic Cto3aH. BoHuM noginmnmcsa ceoiMmn KsionoTaMu: MOBAAB, MICAS
OTaKux BecesowiB y caay KoniHoBi Lopa3 Ba)x4ye BAaBaTu 3i cebe
XBOPOro i po3apatoBaHoro. MNMovyswu Ue, XXiHKa 3HOBY 3acMisnacs.

— OT 6aunTe, KoM MK pa3omM, TO TiNbKn Te n pobumo, o
cMmiemocs, — noTeepamB KoniH. — A ToAi cnpobyin HacynuTucs,
KOJIM NoBepTaEwcs goaomy. Mu negse cCTpmmyemocs, Wwob He
3aperoTtaTu Npun BCixX.

— Ara. Konu oto gmeniocs Ha KoniHa, To aymato cobi: oTo we
MeHi xBopui. LLLokn Hannnmca Ak 96nyka — a BiH KOBEp3YE:
MOBJISAB, | Te MeHi He nogobaeTbCq, | cnNMHa 60NTL, | ICTK He
Xo4eTbCA... A 9 3ragyto, CKiJIbKU BiH 3By cagy — i CMiX MeHe
po36bupae, xo4 wo pobun, — nigxonuna Mepi. — 9 BXXe 1 Tak nease

BUTPUMYIO. A KONiH rMaflla€e 3 KOXXHUM gHeM!

— Tak-Tak, 6a4y, Wo BaM HeNerko, — CMito41MCb NPOMOBUIIA
Cio3aH CoBepbi. — Hy Hi40', wie TpilwKnM NnoTepniTb: CKOPO MiCTep
KpenBeH cs BepHe, CKOPO CS BEpHe.

— CnpaBai? — KUHYBCS 00 Heil KosiH.

— Tak, xsion4ye, CKOpPO BiH Npuige no tebe. Tu, NneBHo, caMm
Xo4elw Nnomy BCe po3kasaTun? Tomy i npuaymanun'ceTe rypToMm LI

BuUCTaBy, aqa'. [leBHO, HOYaMM He CManun, Tak CTapanucd, — 3



MaTEPUHCBLKOO TEMJIOTO BUMOBWIIA BOHa. — Hy Hivo', moTepniTb

e TPiWKW.

— 4... 9 He 3Hato, Wwo 3pobto, KoM XTOCb NOro nonepeanTb, —
ny>e cepno3Ho cka3asB KoJsliH. — KoXXeH AeHb TiNbKn Npo ue n
AyMmato... yaBasto, K Bbirato 4o Noro KiMHaTW... | AUBAOCA B MO0

OoHl...

— Tak, ninwe npusiTaHHa gna 6aTbka rodi npuaymaTum, —
KnBHYyNa ronosoto Cio3aH CoBepbi. — Ox, Ak 6u a x'Tina 306a4ntu
nvue mictepa KpenmeHa! MNMotepnu, Min X1on4nky, CKOpo TU BCe
NOMY pO3Karkell... caM.

MoTiM y HUX 3'ABMBCA LWe OAMH NnaH. Piv y TiM, wo micic Cio3aH
yCix ix 3anpocuna o cebe, y 6yanHoK Ha nycTuLli. TOMy BOHM
obrosopusn CBO MOAOPOXK. | BUPIWIWAN: A0 NyCTULLA iX MiABE3YTb
Ha gopoxxui. MoTiM aiTn noobigatoTb cepen BepeCcoBMX 3apocTen, a
To4i We wMaT goporm nponayTh niwku. A B byanHky Coepbi KoniH
i Mepi 3ani3HatoTbCa 3 [likeHoBUMKW BpaTaMu i cecTpmykamm, NoTiM
likeH Noka>ke CBin ropoa, a Aani 6aBNTUMYyTbCS Ha NOABIP'T aX A0
CMepKy.

BpewTi Cio3aH CoBepbi ninBenacs, 60 xoTina we nobanakatn 3
Micic Meanok. KoniHa TakoxX y>xe Tpeba 6yno 3ase3Tu gogomy, 60
BeYopisno. Xnonewub pywns 6yno 0o Bi3Ka, asie Ha AKYCb MUTb
3ynuHUBCA nepep Micic Cio3aH. Toai BiopyXoBO CXONMB il 3a Kpawn

HaKNOKW.

— Bw... B 4ygoBa, — BUMOBWUB BiH, XBUIOIOYNCL. — AK 61 A

XO0TiB, abu Bn 6ynn i Moeto MaMolto... K [likeHa!

Mpw unx cnosax oyi CiozaH CoBepbi 3BoN0XiNN. XKiHKa
Haxununacs, obinHAana KoniHa i nputynnna Ao rpyaen ik Ceoro

CUHa.



— Ox, xsi0on4e, Mit MUK xnonye! — 3BOpPyLLEHO BUMOBWJIIA
BOHa. — CKkopo ao Ttebe noeBepHeTbCs BaTbKO... Ay>Ke CKopo. | TBoS
pigHa MaMa TakKo)X Tebe He MOKWHYa... BOHa € TYy' 3 HaMu, B cady.
Mam'aTan npo ue!

Po3pnin 27

Y capy

Bigkosnm cToiTb BOXXKi CBIT, Ntoan CTOMITTSA 3a CTONITTAM
34INCHIOTb BCE HOBI | HOBI BIiAKpUTTA. Tak AMBHI i HEMNOSACHUMI 4OCI
pedi CTaloTb NPOCTUMMU | 3PO3YMIZIMMIN | BXOAATb Y NOBCAKAEHHE
XUTTA. MOTiM yCi HaBiTb ONBYIOTbLCSA: TaKe NPOCTe, a LLOWNHO Tenep
CMano Ha raaky, gk ue nosacHuTtn! Y XIX ctonitTi Tak 6yno,
Hanpukfnag, 3 efIeKTPUKoo. A 3apa3 JIloAN HaBITb HE YAB/AIOTb CODI

XUTTA 6e3 Hel.

He MeHLW Ba>k/imBe BIAKPUTTA — LLO HaLli AYMKU MalOTb CUJY
YCTOKpAT NOTYXXHiLlYy Bif efleKTpuyHoIl. TomMy Lo cuny Tpeba
NpaBuMbHO BUKOPUCTOBYBaTK, abn He 3aBaana wkoaun. bo Koam mn
naexkaemo y cobi nobpi oyMKn — BOHWM JoMNoMaratoTb HaM i CBITOBI
[OBKOJ1a HAaC CTaBaTu KpawmMun. | € LYMKUW Morati, AKi OTPyTb
HacC 3icepeduHun, He 0aloTb XUTW | pOo3BMBATUCA. TOAI | CBIT HaM
HeMununm — 60, KpiM po34apyBaHHA, CyMy i 371, HIHOr0 Y HbOMY He
B6a4nmo.

OTOX BiOKPUTTSA NONSAra€e y ToMy, wo abum CBiT 4OBKOa Hac
3asCHiB, cnovaTKy Tpeba 3acBiTnTN y cobi ACHIi AymMKN. | TyT
4y4OBUM MNPUKIAA0M MOXKe NOCAYXKUTU Nnpuknag Mepi i KoniHa.

MNMokwn Ha aymuiy Mepi 6yno nuwe 3anepeynTun Te, WO 1N
Ka)KyTb, 41 3poOnTK HaBNakKn, LOKK BCe fo0BKOoJa Byno in bangyxe i
HelikaBe — TO W CamMa BOHa MaJlo KOMY NpuUHOCUa BTiXy. iB4MHLUI
3 TaKoo BAayeto "ceiTunia" nuwe caMoTHICTb Ta obpas3a Ha uinuin



CBIT. BO y KOro, CKaxxiTb, MOrjia BUKJIMKATU NPUXUILHICTb LA
HacyrnjeHa HenpuBiTHa AiBYMHKA, AKa o4pa3y rno npuisai oo
MizenTBenTy B3aJ1acsa nepen yciMma BUKa3yBaTu CBOIO 3BEPXHICTb?
Ta konm y xuTTi Mepi 3'aBnnacsa MmanuHiska, MapTa, xaTuHa
nocepen nyctuwa, ne MewkKae apy>Ha poagmnHa Cosep0i, a we
CTapuin cagiBHMK beH, TO OiBYMHKaA i CaMa CTasa 3MiHOBATUCS, | CBIT
NOBKOJ1a Hel 3asCHiB HoBUMKM BapBaMu. Came ToMy Mepi BusiBunacs
3[aTHOK NOBEPHYTU A0 XUTTSA NOTAEMHUN cag — 60 11 cTano
lWKoAa, Lo NOoro oTak NMoOKMHYN HarnpussoasLe. A e, 3BiCHO,
3HAaNOMCTBO 3 [likeHOM i noro "3BipuHLEM" MPUHECSIO HEMAJSIO 3MIH Y
XKUTTA | AYMKW OiBYMHKUN. | X04a Mepi caMa aHICKi/IbKU LbOro He
yCBigOMJIOBaNa, HOBI AYMKU i NOYYTTHA NO3HAYUINCSA i Ha 1T
30BHILLWHLOMY BUM1A4I: HA JINYKY 3'ABUBCA PyM'SHELb, B 04aX —
>XBaBU BNINCK, 3HUKA NMOCTiMHa BTOMa Big cebe i CBiTy,

MONIMWMBCA aneTuT.

Tak camo 1 KosiH: OoKMK BiH caMm cebe TpMMaB 3a4MHEHUM Y
KiMHaTi, @ B ronosi 6yan nnweHb AyMKKW Npo BAacCHY cnabkicTb,
AOKWN YyCbOro Ha CBiTi 605BCS i HAaBITb 3BUYaNHI NOACLKI MOrnaan,
CcKkepoBaHi y noro 6ik, BUKInNKanm posapaTyBaHHsA, 60 Haragysanu
Npo noro ragaHun ropb i 6m3bky cmepTb — TO 6yB 3 HbOro xiba
ICTEPUYHUI MU iNOXOHAPUK, KN 60ABCA BUATU HaABIp, TOMY He
6aumB Hi coHUSA, Hi BeCcHW. lNMpo Te, wob cnpobyBaTu CTaTn Ha HOrK,
He 6yno n MoBW. Ta AK TiNIbKM LiKaBICTb, PadiCTb, 3aXOMNJIEHHSA
BUTICHWAN 3 NOro cepus cTapi obpasun i cTpaxu, To xsoneub BioKPMB
y cobi HOBY culy, L0 BPELUTi MOCTaBuaa NOro Ha Horu. MoTim
HayKOBUI eKCMepuMeHT y cay ule pa3 noTeepans CUy CJ0Ba.
Cnpasgai, abn Bawe XutTta 3MiHMNocs, Tpeba Hacamnepen 3MiHUTU
OYMKW Y CBOI rosioBi. ¥ LbOMY N NONIAra€e CyTb HanbinbLworo

HayKOBOIrO BIAKPUTTS.

AKLLO TV NUIbHYBaTUMELL TPOSIHAY, XJonye, —

YopTonosiox Tam MicuUs He 3Haunge.



To ocb, AKpa3 ToA4i, Konm y MizenTBenTi 0’XKMBaAB MOTAEMHUN
cafj, a ABiMKO fiTen oeHb 3a agHeM 3006yBann y HbOMy 300pPOB'S i
pagicTb, Aaneko-[asieko Big MAaETKY, TO MOMIXK 4yO0BUX iopais
Hopserii, To cepen nonvH i rip LWBenuapii, MaHApYyBaB OAMH YOJ10BIK
3 po36buTnM cepueMm.

Yonogik Ton HemoBbu TikaB Big camoro cebe. BiH Hioe HagoBro
He 3aTpMMyBaBCSA — 34aBajlocs, WOCh YBECb YaC FHaJ10 NOro
Bnepen. HeHa4ve 3MiHa Micusa morna nobopoTu Tyry Ta Bigyanm, Wwo
3anoJioHBan noro aywy. Yonosik 3aHenbas cBin aim, 3abys npo
cBOi 060B'A3KN — BiH NPOCTO MaxHyB Ha cebe pykoto. Nl oTak Tikas
BiA cBOro 60110 y)Ke Uinnx gecaTb poKiB.

€avHe, wo 6yno BiAOMO NPO LbOro AMBHOIO MaHAPIBHMKA — LLO
y rotensix, oe 3ynmHaBCS, BiH 3aBXXAu nianucyBasca: "Apunbang

KpenseH, Mi3enTBeNTCbKNN MaeToK, MopKLunp, AHris".

LUs nopopox MicTepa KpenBeHa TpmBasa y>e Kisibka Micsauis. 3
Ma€ETKY BiH BUPYLUMB iLlle HaBeCHI — Bigpa3y Mnicas 3yCcTpidi 3 Mic
Mepi, kKoK Ta Nonpocuna y Hboro "kKnantuk semni'. Ansa
NPOrynssHOK Mictep Apynbang Bubupas HaUTUXiWi Ta
HamBigAaneHiwi 3akyTkn, 60 He xoTiB 6aunTn noaen. 3peLuToto,
noan Takoxx noro boanucs n yHmkanu. LLle 6 nak, Komy NnpMeMHo
OyTn y TOBapuCTBi MOXMYpPOro MoB4YyHa 3i 3ropbneHnmm nnednma,
KW | CNOBa HE BMMOBUTD, a IMle O0TO AMBUTLCS nepen coboto,
MOB6M HIKOro i HiYoro He 6a4mB i He 4yB. [1€XTo ragas, L0 BiH
NPUYNHHUIA. HaTOMICTb iHLWI BBaXKau, WO TON MaHApiBeLb, MEBHO,
HOCUTb Ha AYLWIi AKUACb TAXKWUINA 3/I0MNH, TUM-TO CBIT NOMY i

HEeMWINIA.

CnpaBai: HaBiTb AUBSAYNCH Ha CXi COHUSA Y ropax, KON CBIT
HEHa4ye HapOAXXYETbCA Ha 04aX, BiH He 3aaTeH 6yB NoOMiYaTKn
HaBKOJIMLLHBOI Kpacu. 34aBasioCs, Hilo He MOXXe 3BeCesIuTn Noro
cepue. Tak MUHaNM AHi, Micaui, poku.



Ta oCb 04HOro pasy Mictep KpenseH npoxon>xyBaBcs Mo
KBITY4in OONIMHI B @BCTPINCLKiX Tuponi. BpelwTi Big4yB yTOMY i CiB
cobi Biano4YnTn Hag cTpyMKoM. CTpyMOK MpyAKO 3BMBABCS MOMIX
BynHoi rycToi Tpasu i Beceno xeboHis. Konm x Boga Habirana Ha
KaMiH4YMKW, TO 34aBasocs, Hibn CTpyMOK CMieTbCA. 1o Boau
npuaiTanu NTawkKn. BOHWM NUAn 4YNCTy KpUTanesy BOAUNYKY,
XNoMananca y Tedii, a Toai netinn cobi gani. 3gaBanocs, HeHa4vye Ton
CTPYMOK — >KMBa iCTOTa, Ka BCiX 3anpowye go cebe i noiTb
BOONYKOI. XXeBOHIHHSA TiNbKK NigKpecstoBano rnmboky Tuwly, wo
naHyBasa y uinin gosanHi.

Ap4ynbang KpenseH cngis oTak, OMBMBCA Ha NOBANCKM BOAW, Ha
NTaWoK — i NOCTYMNOBO Ta TMLWa HeMOBOM Bcenmnacs y Hboro. BiH
BiAYyB CMOKiNn — ynepwe 3a 6araTo pokis. TArap, Wo rHiTuB NOro
aywy, Hibn 3abpana Boaa. HonoBik NigHAB rosoBy i pO34ANBUBCA
[OBKPYX. Mornag noro 3ynuHunm 61akuTHi ntobum-meHe, LWo pocamn
noHap 6eper cTpyMka. Ha ixHix incTtoykax BubnmckyBsanm
KpannHKKN Big 6pM30K — HeHa4ve KOLWTOBHI caMouBiTh. MicTep
Apunbang 3ragas, ik po3rnsanaB ix pa3om 3 Nt0b6oo Apy>KMHO
To4i, ecATb PoKiB TOMY... Lli ApiBHEHbKI HEMOKAa3Hi KBITKM panToM
CTanun nomy ay>xe gopori. BiH we pa3 06BiB nornagomMm AoauvHy i
noagymas: "AK e TyT rapHo!”

N ocb i3 Ui€i NpocToi AyMKIM PO3M0YaiOCH MOro NOBEPHEHHS 40
XXUTTSA. HEMOB CTPYMiHb BECHAHOIO A0LY, BOHa OXXMBWUJI1A NOro
Aywy. 3BiCHO, y Lo MUTb MicTep Apymbang i 611M3bKO NpPo Take He
AymaB. BiH nuweHb npucnyxascs 00 Ui€l HE3BMYHOT TULLi Y CODi,
HaCo0J104>KyBaBCs CMOKOEM i IerkicTio, WO BpeLwTi 418 HbOro
HacTanu. l[o4i N ckasaTwn, CKiJIbKK Yacy NPOBIB BiH HA4 OTUM
CTPYMOYKOM. BpelTi nigeiBcs, HEMOBOW MPOKNHYBLLUMCH 3 AOBroro

CHY, i rMMBOKO BAUXHYB Y FPYAN N'SSHKOTO MoBiTpS.

— UWlo ue? — 34MBOBaHO MpPoOLUENOTIB BiH, MPOBIBLUW PYKOIO MO
yoni. — Lo ue 3i MHOO?



Jlnwe 3rogom Mmictep Apdmnbang 0oOBiOABCS, WO TOro-Takn OHS
KoniH ynepwe notpanuse 6ys 0O NOTAaEMHOIO Cafly i TeXX BUIyKYyBas,
CMOBHEHUN He 3HaHOI A0Ci pafoCcTu: "d XUTUMY... XUTUMY...
XXUTUMY Bi4HO!" Ta ue BigbyneTbCsa WOMNHO NO NOBEPHEHHI MiCTepa
Apunbanga 0o MizenTBenTy. A NOKW LLO BiH INWLE NPUCyXaBCsa A0
He3BWYHUX BiAYYTTIiB Y COBi, HAMara4mcb 3pO3yMiTH, LLLO 3 HUM
DIETbCA.

Cnokin 3a71MWwmnBCA 3 HUM, KOJIU BiH MOBEPHYBCS 40 roTesnto.
BHOUI BiH ynepLwie MiLHO 3aCHYB i CNaB a)k A0 paHKy. 3BICHO,
BiApa3y XuTTa MicTepa KpenBeHa CYTTEBO 3MIHUTUCSA HE MOTrJIO,
TM BinblUe WO caM BiH He AOoKJ/1adas 40 LbOro XXO4HUX 3yCWb. 3a
KiJlbKa OHIB NOro 3HOBY OXOMuaa 3HeBipa i Big4an, 0TOX BiH
NOKWHYB 4YyO0BY TUPOJIbCbKY OOJINHY | NOAaBCA Aani y MaHApwW,
Tikal4u Bif CBOIX AYMOK. Ta HaBiTb Yy TaKOMY CTaHi BiH pa3-y-pa3
noBepTaBCs A0 TUX XBWINH, KOJIN OTO CUAiB HaZ CTPYMKOM — i
po3nad Bianyckas noro. bogan Ha xBuibKy. OCb Tak MOBOJII, KPOK
3a KPOKOM, [0 LIbOro 3HEMOXXEHOI O | 3HEBIPEHOI0 YOJI0BIKa
NOBepPTaNOCs XUTTA. BiH 0)KMBaB, AK MOKNHYTU cag y NOro

NOPKLLUMPCbKOMY MA€ETKY.

Ha no4aTKy oceHun mictep KpenseH nogascsa 4o ITanii Ha 03epo
Komo. TaM BiH 3HaMLWOB Te, NMpo WO MpiAB: CNoKin i Tuwy. Mictep
Apunbang rognHaMmu CMAiB Nnepen KpuwTasieBo YNCTUM nnecom abo
X 6nykaB Mo 3eneHux naropbax ckinbkun 6yno cun, a Toai
noBepTaBCs Y CBO KiMHATY i MiLHO 3acnHaB. Tenep BiH cnas
ninwe, oKpiM TOro, NoOMy nepecTtanyv CHATUCS CTPaLUHI CHU, K Le
6yno paHiwe. "MNeBHO, 4O MEHE MOBEPTAETLCA Cuna", — 34MBOBAHO
M padiCHO AyMaB BiH.

MporynsaHkn cnpaBhi NOro 3MiLHWAN, @ CNOKIN | TULWa NOBOI
3uinoBanu noro aywy. Yac no vacy mictep Apumbang 3ragysas npo
MizentBeunT. "MOXXe, nNopa BXe Tyau rnoeptaTnca?" — nogymas
AKOCb. Toai cnpobyBaB yaBUTK, K 3anae 00 KiMHaTU CUHa... | Wo

TaM nNobaynTb. KoniH, MeBHO, CNaTUME... a BiH CTaHe Haf JiXKKOM i



ONBUTUMETbLCSA... AUBUTUMETBLCA Ha NOro 6aige IMYKO | YHopHI Kola
nig ouymma. Yonosik 3iwynmecs. Hi, npo ue BiH He byae 3apa3
aymaTn.

OLQHOro NoOroXoro AHSA BiH rynsB Tak OOBro, Wo A0 Bin, e Ha
TOW YacC 3aMeLlKaB, MOBEepPHYBCS BXXe KON Ha Hebi 3inwoB Micsaub.
Byna came nNoBHA — yce MIHWUI0CA Y MOJIOYHOMY CBIiTAI. Tuwa,
LiJIKOBUTa Tuwa onoBuia beper o3epa. Mictep Apunbang we pas
PO33UPHYBCSA OOBKOJIa — i Big4yB, LLO NOMY 30BCiM HE XO4eTbCH iTH
00 CBOEI KiMHaTW. BiH cnycTnBCA Ha Tepacy noHapn camoo BOAOH0,
CiB TaM i HACONOAXKYBaBCA HIYHHUM KPa€EBMUOOM Ta NPOX0JI04HUM
CBKMM NOBITPAM. M'SHKO naxin TPOSAHAW, WO POoC/n nepes Binoto.

Yac oo yacy 6yno nuuwe 4yTHO, K MJOCHe skacb pubuHa y BOA.

Cnokin, rAanbokunin cnokin ocenmnsecsa y Aywi mictepa Apynbanga.

BiH Ha4ye po34MHMBCA Y Uin TUWi — i Bia4vyB cebe BiibHUM. A pani...

Te, wo Biabynocsa gani, mictep KpeneeH He Mir NOACHUTY A0
KiHLSA CBOIX AHIB. YK BiH 3a4piMaB Ha Til Tepaci, 4M yce BOHO
CTasIoCsA HacnpaBAi — LUbOro BiH i CaM HisiK He Mir 36arHyTu. Y aKycb
MUTb MicTep Ap4dnbang No4vyB NarigHUM XXIHOYUIN roNocC, WO KANKaB

noro:

— Apuye! Apye! Apue!

Ap4ynbang KpenseH 3ipBaBCcA Ha piBHI Horn, 60 Bigpa3y BMi3HaB
Luen ronoc. BiH nyHaB Hibu 3BigAanik — i BOAHOYAC 34aBalocs, Hibw

3BYYUTb NPOCTO Y HLOrO 3a MnJe4ynma.

— Jlini! Nini? — noknukae BiH 3 HaAai€o. — Jlini! e tn?

— Y cany, — NpO3ByYasio HiXKHO, Hibu To obi3Banacs pnenta. —
Y capy!



Ha ubomy BuaiHHa obipBanocsa. Mictep Apdnbang MiyHoO
npocnaB a)< 00 paHKy. NPoOKKHYBCS, Ko BXe byB 6innn feHb — i
BiApa3y noba4me cnyry, Wo cToaB Hag HUM. Cnyra Ton 6ys nobpe
BULLKOJIEHUI | Ba4mB ycKe, TOMY He CTaBUB XXOLHUX NUTaHb i He
BMKa3yBaB 34MBYBaHHS, WO ricTb OTO BUPILLNB 3aHOYYBaTU Ha

Tepaci.

Cnyra TpuMaB nepef coboto Tauto, Ha SKiv iexxanan AnCcTn ans
MmicTepa KpenBeHa. MicTtep KpenseH 3abpaB nowTy i BignycTms
cnyry. Toai 3aBOPOXKEHO 3alMBMBCA Ha 03€epo, 3ragyl4n HivHe
BUAiIHHSA. [lonpw HiY, NpoBeAeHY Ha TBEPLAOMY OCJIIHYNKY, MICTep
KpenBeH no4vyBascs Hanpoyyn 6agbopum. Criokin i Mup ocennnmncs
y noro gyuwi. | oton ronoc... Ym ye 6yno 3 HAM Hacnpasgi? Ane aK

xe?

— Y capy... Y cagy... — 3aMucsaieHo nosTopus BiH. — Xiba ue

MOXXJINBO? { XK 3aKOMaB KJIOY...

TyT BiH nepesiB Nornsg Ha JIMCTU | 3aBBaXXUB, LLLO TON, SKNIA
NeXWUTb 3BEpPXy, HadicnaHo 3 Mopkwupy. Agpeca HanucaHa 4iTko,
BOYEBMAb XKIiHOYO0O PYKOLO, MpoTe rnovepk 6yB HE3HaMoMuin. Mictep
KpenBeH MexaHi4YHO BiAKPUB KOHBEpPTa, O4HaK y)Xe nepLui psaaku
3MyCunam noro 3ocepeamnTtncsa. Ocb Npo Wo Tam iwnocs:

Hoporun MNMaHe,

Muwe Bam CiozaH Cosepbi. NMpuragyeTe, KONUCb A HaBa)kKmMacs
3ynuHUTY Bac Ha nycTuwi? Tinbkn ToAi 1 rosopuna 3 Bamum npo mic
Mepi. A 3apa3 3HOB Malo LLOCb CKa3aTu.

Byab nacka, cep, Ha BawomMmy micui 1 6 HeranHo nosepTanacs
nogomy. lymato, Bu BTilwnTecs, konum npuigeTte coamn i nobaunte
Te, Wwo nobauunTe.



MepenpoLluyto, cep, ajsie 1 NPoCTO BrNeBHeHa, Wo skbu Balwa
Apy>XuHa byna 3 Hamun, To BoHa 060B'A3k0BO Nonpocuna 6 Bac
3apa3 NMoBepHYTUCS.

Bawa nokipHa cnyra,

Cio3aH CoBepbi

MicTep KpenBeH Lie pa3 nepeymTtaB JMCTa, TOo4i LWe pa3, ax
NOTIM MOKJaB NOro Ha3ap y koHeepT. OTpuMaTy Take nicssg Toro

BUAOIHHS...

— 4 noBepTatca o MisenteenTy, — BUPILLMB BiH. — | TO

HeramHo.

MicTtep Ap4mnbang WMNPOKMM KPOKOM pYyLUUB [0 BN | 3BeNiB
BipHOMY [liT4epy cnakyBaTu pedi 0o Bia'izay.

OToX MicTep KpenseH noBepTascs gogomy. [lopora 3 ITanii go
Nopkwupy 3abvpana Kisbka AHiB. YNPOOOBX [OBrUX FOAUH Y
NoTsA3i YONOBIK 3HaM Nepebupas y ronosi oCTaHHI NoAil, Wo 3 HUM
Tpanuanca. A we — aymaB Npo CuHa. e Te)x cTano 49 Hboro
HeCrnoAiBaHKO, TOMY LLO YCi Ui ecsaTb pokiB MicTep Apunbang
Hamarascsa 3abyTn npo xnonusa. CuH HaragyeBaB NOMY NPO Ti AHi,
KOJI1 BiH 60>XeBOJ1iB 3 rOps, BTPATUBLLN OPY>XXUHY — €AUHY JIIOANHY,
AKYy NoObMB y LbOMY XUTTi. HeMoBOWM AMTMHa 3aBMHUANA... Tak, TOAI
BiH HIKOro He xoTiB 6a4MTK, HaBITb MasIeHbKOro CMHa. Bci X 60 6ynn
nepekoHaHi: KoniH Takum cnabkum, Wwo Xntm nomMy 3anMLnaocs
3anepnBe Kinbka gHis. Mictep Apunbang Hibn 6osasca npme'aszaTucs
[0 AVNTUHK, 60 We OAOHIET BTPaTM HanMeBHO He nepexuns 6u. OT i

TPpUMaBCA Bifg XJ10NUS Ha BigCTaHi.



Ane MnHaB MicALb 3a MicsaueMm, a KoniH TpuMaBCsa Npu XXAUTTI.
3peLuTor BCi 3iMWANCA HA TOMY, WO 3 HbOMO BUPOCTE KaJlika 3

NOKPYYEHMMMN HOFraMW.

MicTep KpevBeH ToAi BNepLle NoKNHyB OyB MaeTOK, TiKato4un Big,
cBOro rops. NMoBepHyBCS AeCb a)K 3a piK. | BpelTi 3Ba>KMBCS NiTH
[0 cuHa. Ta Kon 3yCTpPIBCA 3 NOrasag0M NOro BeJsIMKMX cipo-
61aKNTHUX 04en, To fleaBe BTPUMABCA Ha Horax. Y xnonus 6ynn
MaTepuHi oYi. TinbKn Wo y J1ini BOHW 3aBXAW NPOMEHUINCSA
YCMIWKOI0, a y nornagi KoniHa 3acturna 6anayxicTte. Llboro mictep
Ap4nbang NpocTo He Mir BuTpuMaTn. BinToA4i HaBigyBaB CUHA e

KOJ1I1 TOW cnas.

Mopi ckazaTun, wWob micTep KperBeH 30BCiM He TypbyBaBCs Mpo
xnonus. BiH NpuBo3MB [0 MAaETKY HaNKpaLLMX NiKapiB i
aornananbHULb, KyrnyBaB KoniHy 3abaBkn i KHUXKKW, 0AHAaK TakK i He
3Mir nogapysaTu ronosHe — 6aTbKiBCbKyY NtoboB. MicTep Apymbang

npocTo 605BCA NPUAHATN CUHA Y CBOE XXUTTSA.

BiH 3HaB, WO xJloneub PoCcTe Kasikoto i WO Y HbOro ApaTiBnNBUN
xapakTep. OTox abun KoniH 3anBum pa3 He po3rHisasca — 60
iICTEpPMKKM 3HECU/TIIOBaIN NOro, — NOMY [,03BONSAAN pobuTuy BCe WO
3aBrogHo. A ue, 3BiCHO, IMLIe NMcyBaJsio Boa4vy XJonus.

Ane Tenep HaBiTb Li cnoraan He BraHa/m Mmictepa Apdnbanga y
BigYai. BiH pa3-y-pa3 noeepTaBCcs B yMKax [0 CuHa. Momy
XoTifiocsa noro nobayunTn. 3BiCHO, BiH Tak i 3pobuTb: oapa3y nige o

HbOro. | rnsgHe NoMy B OMi.

— 'M, 9 3rybumB cTinibkn Yacy. Uinnx pecsatb pokis. Moxe, BXxe 1
Ni3HO WOCh 3MiHIOBaTW... ane, NneBHo, cnpobyto. | Npo Wo g TiNibkK
AymaB! — 3 )xanem MoBUB BiH A0 cebe, KoM NOTAr M4yaB 4yepes

3a/INTY COHLEM PiBHUHY.



3BiCHO, K61 nopyu i3 HUM 6yB KoniH, TO BiH Bigpa3y NOsSCHUB 6u
B6aTbKOBI: KON X04eLl WOoCh 3MIHUTWU, HE MO>XKHa MOYMHATK i3 TOro,
Hibun "B>xe 3ani3Ho". Ta MicTep Ap4mnbang aHiHOriCiHbKO He 4yB MNpo
Marito CyloBa Ta Npo ii 3HAaYeHHS Y IIOACLKOMY XUTTI. oMy e

BCbOI'0 HaJ1e>XaJi1o HaB4YNTUCH.

MoTim MicTep Apumbang 3ragas npo nncta Cio3aH Cosepbi.
"LlikaBo, — MipKyBaB BiH C00i, — KLU0 LA MyApa XiHKa 3Ba)kusiacs
HanMcaTu MeHi, 3Ha4YnTb, ANA Lboro byna noBa>kHa Npu4mMHa". Ha
AKYCb MUTb NOr0 OMaHyBaJsa CTpallHa TpuBora: a wo Koam Koniry
CcTano ripwe? Ane ganiy HbOro 3'sBuaacs Hagis: MOXXJMBO, MicCic
CoBep0bi 3Ha€, Ak gonomorTun xsonuesi. lNeBHO, TOMY 1 NMOKANKasia
noro.

“apa3n, no nopo3i o MizenTBenTy 3arnsaHy A0 Hel Ta
po3nuTat", — Bupiwne Mictep Apymnbana.

Tak i 3pobums. Konm noro keb 3ynnHuecs nepep obinctam
CoBep0bi, Ha3yCcTpiy NOMY BUCUMNANIO CEMEPO YX BOCbMEPO AiTewn, Wo
B6aBunmca Ha noAagip'i, — MicTep KpenBeH HaBiTb He Mir yCix
noniynTn. Ane micic Cosepbi sBgoma He 6yno. [1iTn 4eMHO
BKJIOHWJINCA FOCTEBI | NOACHUAN, WO MaMa ile 3paHKy BUpyLUuUIa
Ha OpYyrum KiHeub nycTuwa, 60 Tpeba Byno 4ONOMOrTHU XiHL 3
MaJIeEHbKOI ANTUHOMO. MoTiM goaoanun, wo [likeHa TaKoXX HEMAE —
BiH 3apa3 y MisenTBenTCbKOMY MA€ETKY, NpauUtoe B caay. BiH no

KiJlbKa pa3iB Ha TWXXAEHb TyAn XO0AUTb, A0OMOBINU AITW.

Y uin Becenin 4epBOHOLLOKIN rypMi HacTpin y MicTepa KpenBeHa
TakKoX NiAHABCSA. BiH NOCMiIXHYBCS, @ TOA4i BUTATHYB 3 KULLEHI
coBepeH (Le Taka 30J10Ta MOHeTa BapTICTO OANH PYHT CTEPIHriB) i
nas noro Jlizabet EneH, HancTapuin.

— Konm nofginnte noro Ha BiCiM YaCTUH, TO KOXKEH OTPUMAE Mo

N'aTb WWNIHIIB, — CKa3aB BiH.



3axonseHi f4itn axk 3acTpubanm Ha pagoltax. KoxeH xoTiB
pPO3OMBUTUCS MOHETY, NOTpMUMaTHU il B pykax. Mictep KpenseH Tum
4aCcoM pyLUMB Aani.

Konn keb BuixaB Ha nycTuile, Mictep KpenBeH 4 He BnepLue 3a
[ecsaTb NiT Big4yB, WO NoBepTaeTbCcA foaoMy. OCIHHE nycTue
TaKOXX BUAABaIOCA NOMY Harnpoyyd rapHuM. |13 Habsm>xeHHsaM oo
Ma€ETKy cepue MicTepa Apymbanpa 3irpisano tenno. BiH HaBiTb
nogymas: "Toln cTape3Hnin ByOMHOK, Y AKOMY S XKUBY, CIYKUTb

KpenBeHaM OCb y»e WiCTb CTONITb. Hemanun wumaT vacy!"

Okpim TOro, mictep KpenBeH 3HOBY i 3HOBY 3raflyBaB Hi4He
BUAIHHA. Y ByXaX MOro 3By4aB TOW JIOOUI ronoc, AKUA KJIMKaB y

can.

— Tpeba 3HaiT K04, — MOBYB BiH A0 cebe. — Tpeba
BIAYNHUTY XBIPTKY. 9 mywy 6ogan cnpobysaTw...

MicTep KpenBeH yneplue noaymMmas: MOXXMBO, kbW BiH He TikaB
POKaMM Big CBOro AOMY i Bif CMHa, TO BCe CckNanocs 6 30BCiM

iHaKLe. MOX/IMBO, CMH HaBiTb 0ay>aB 6u...

Ta ocb Keb B'ixaB y MaeToKk. Cnyru, fiKi 3yCcTpisin Mictepa
KpenBeHa, Bigpa3y 3aBBaXkuUu, LLO IXHiK rocnogap A0BONi
6aabopun, xod BiabyB OOBry NMOAOPOXK, i BUrnagae ayxe nobpe. Lle
ofOHa piy, AKa Bigpa3y KMHynacs im y Bidi — wo mictep Apunbang He
CXOBaBCH Yy CBOIN KiMHaTi, Ae noro mir ba4yntu xiba ctapum Mityep,
SK Le 3a3BuYan y Hboro 6yno 3aBefgeHo. 30BCiM Hi: rocrnogap
nogascs oo 6ibniotekn — i Bigpa3y nocnas 3a Micic Measnok, 60
XOTIiB pO3nuTaTw, WO AIETbCA Y MAaeTKy. Cepepn cnyr NpOKOTUBCA
34MBOBaHMI WeniT: wob mictep KpenseH oapasy No npuisai YuMch
LikaBmeca? [laBHEHbKO Takoro He ByBaso.



— Micic Mepgnok, ak KoniH? K BiH NOYYyBa€TbLCA? — CMNTaB BiH,

LLOMHO eKOHOMKa nepecTynuia nopir 6ibniotekw.

— 3HaETe, Ccep, MOXY BaM 0fHe CKa3aTu: Tenep BiH
NOYyBa€ETbLCS 30BCIM iHAaKLWIe, — CXBWUJIbOBAHO BiAMOBINa Micic

Mepnnok.

— Lo ue o3Havae? Momy cTano ripwe? — CTPUBOXKMBCA MicTep
KpewnseH.

— Cep, HIXTO HI4Oro He Mo>e 3po3yMiTun. Hi nikap KpenseH, Hi

AornafnanbHNUSA, Hi 9, — LUBNAKO 3aroBopuia XiHkKa.

— Yoro He MoXxeTe 3po3yMiTuU? — nigHaB 6poBK rocrnogap
MizentBeunTy.

— [NpaBay KaXxy4un, cep, M1 He 3HAEMO Wo AymaTn. bo oauH
AeHb NaHoBi KoniHy cTae ninwe, a Ha apyrmn — ripwe. To 9 npo

aneTuT... i MOBeiHKY...

— To6T0 BiH AMBHO NOBOAUTLCA? — CNUTaB rocrnoaap,

HaXMypPUBLUUCb.

— Mo>KHa Tak cka3aTu, cep. To6TO BiH NOBOAUTLCA He Tak, K
paHiwe. PaHiwe y Hboro 3aexan bys noraHnn aneTuT, xJoMneub
MamXe HiYoro He iB. PantoM no4as icTn gyxxe nobpe, Bce nomy
CMaKyBaJo... a ToAi nepecTas. Yce BigCcUIaB Ha3a Ha KYXHIO,
HaBiTb He CKyLITyBaBLIW. He 3HaeMO Wo aymaTu, cep. Tak camo Ti
NPOryNsAHKU. PaHilwe »X HIXTO He Mir NOro BUTAMHYTU 3 KiMHaTWN. A TO
OLHOro OHSA BMpiWNB BUMBpaTUCA HaABIp Ha Bi3KYy. Mu BCi fiyxe
XBUJIIOBANNCSA, He X'Tisin noro Bignyckatun. Ane KosniH Tak
3anoB34BcH, Wo sikap KpensBeH MycuB BiACTYNUTU. A No4asiocs BCe
3 TOro, Wwo BiH 3a3HanomMmBecsa 3 Mepi, a noTiM i 3 [likeHoM. BigToai
oTo i rynstTb cobi BKyni. [likeH 6epe 3i coboto uinnnm cein



3BipnHeub. | KoniH Tenep Big paHKy 00 Be4opa HaaBopi. OTaKki
cripasu, cep.

— lapaspg, 9K BiH BUrnapgae? — cnutas MicTep KpenseH.

— 3Ha€ETe, cep, KON Y HbOIO OTO 3'ABMBCSA ByB oobpuii aneTur,
TO BiH MOMpaBuBCA, HEMA LLO Ka3aTWu. A NMOTiM, KOJIM nepecTas ICTy,
TO MU BXe 6osa1m1cs, wo xnoneub NPoCcTo cnyX. Ane 3HOB: AK Y NOro
KiMHaTI inwae'ca mic Mepi, To 060€ perovyTb axk BikHa ApUXKaThb.
Bu XX 3Ha€eTe: paHiwe KoniH Hikonn He cMiaBcs. 3pewlTa, cep,
NOroBopiITh 3 NlikapeM KpenBeHoM. BiH faBHO Ha Bac Yekae. Kaxe,
IO TAKOro 3a Lisly CBOK NPaKTUKY He Bayus.

— To pe 3apa3 KoniH? — HeTeprn/igye cnnTas rocnogap.

— Y cany, cep. BiH winumu gHAMK rynsie B cagy... Ti/IbKO HIKOMY

i 61M3bKO HEe MOXKHa NifinTn — He Benis, abn Ha HbBOro cA ANBUIIN.

Odi MmicTepa KpenBeHa LUMPOKO BiAKPUINCS.

— Y cagy! Y cagy! — Bpa>xeHO BMMOBMB BiH. ToAi NoaaB 3HaK

Micic Menonok, MOBNAB, i4iTb, BU BiJibHA.

Kinbka xBuanH MicTep KpenseH He Mir npunTn oo tTamu. Bpew i
BiH CTpeneHyBCA | BAMLWOB y Kopuaop. HaBiTb He nam'aATaB, AK
ONUHUBCA HagBopi. OTAMUBCA BXe Ha anei. ToAi NilwoB A0 POHTaHY.
MoTiM NepeTHYB rassBKy i MOBEPHYB Ha AOBry OOPIXKKY, WO Bena

Nonpu CTiHY, BKPUTY MJIIOLLEM.

He 3Hato4um uboro, Mictep KpenBeH LiJIKOM NMOBTOPMUB LLUIAX
Mepi, Konu Ta 3Hanwna byna koda. oMy 30aBanocs, Hibu noro
Bele fAKacb cuna. BiH noBepTasca Tyau, 3BiAKiNA Tak OOBro Tikas.
Ane Tenep y Hboro byna Hagis. Lo 6mxx4de 4onoBik Nigxoams Ao

XBipTKW, TO NOBINIbHILLMMW CTaBaJIN NOro KPOKW i YacTiwe bunocs



cepue y rpyasx. CTiHa yca nopocna nsoweM, npoTe BiH aobpe
nam'sTas, A& MICTUTbCA BXig. A OCb € 3aK0oMaB KJIlo4a — TOro

3ragaTtv He Mir. MMHyno CTiNIbKW POKIB...

Y>Xe nepepf caMolo XBipTKOIO MicTep KpenBeH 3yrnnHMBCS i
npucnyxascs. Wo ue? CoH 4m aBa? 3-3a CTiHW JOJIMHANM AKICb
3ByKU! TYNOTIHHA, NPUTULLEHUIN CMiX... TaK CMIlOTbCSA A4ITWN, KOJIN He

X04yTb, abun ix yynu.

3apanu bora, wo e Bce o3Ha4vae?! XTo Mir Tyam noTpanuTy,
AKLLO caf AecCATb NiT 9K 3a4nHeHnn? A Moxxe, BiH NpOCTO 3rybus

PO3YyM i NOMY pa3-y-pa3 BYYyBalOTbCHA AKICb F010CU?..

BpewTi aitn B cagy Tak po3sBecesivincs, Wo retb 3abynm npo
obepexHicTb. XTOCb Npobir nonig caMoto XBipTKOLO... YyTHO Byno
npuLBMNALIEHE ANXAaHHSA, HECTPUMHUIA CMIX, BUT'YKW HAaB3AOriH... @
ToAi naoLweBa 3aBica pBYYKO BianeTina BbiK — i Ha BOPiIXKKY
BUNETIB xs10N4mnHa. BiH rHaB Tak, WO HIKOro 1 Hi4oro nepen coboto
He 6a4mB, OTOXX ynaB MPOCTO Ha MicTepa KpenseHa. Akbun mictep
Apunbang B OCTaHHIO MUTb He NiAXOMMB X10MNUS, TO TOW HaneBHO

renHyB 6u Ha 3emJito.

MicTep KpevBeH [oMoMir nomMy BCTaTu, TOAi 3yCTPIBCA 3 NOro
nornsaaom — i TyT 4YON0BIKOBI NpoCTO BiAibpano mosy.

Llen Bucoknm, posnawinmi Big 6iry xaon4duHa... i wi cipo-
61aKUTHI 04i 3 BecenuMmmn 6anckiTtkamu... Mictepy KpenseHy
nepexonunao nogux.

— XTO... XTO TU? — fleiBe BMMOBWB BiH.

KoniH Tako>x 6yB Bpa)keHun. CKinbKn yasnae cobi 3ycTpiy 3
6aTbkoM, ane wob oTak BNaCTu NOMY Ha PYKW... TaKOro HiXTo He
Mir cnoaiBaTucs. | 3apa3 xaioneub NoYyBaBCA Ha CboMoMy Hebi Big



wacT4. BiH BunpocTasca i ouBmecsa Ha 6baTbka. TyT nigocnina Mepi.
MobaumBwin aanbka 3 KoniHOM, AiBYMHKA 3yNMHUAACA | MpuKunina

0O HUX O4YnMa.

— MpwusiT, TaTy, — BUMOBMB XJioneub. — 3Hato, TOOI Ba)XKO
noBipnTK, ane a1 — KoJiH. {1 Texx cnepLly He BipuB, WO 3MOXY. Ane

Baunw: 9 Moxxy xoanTtn — 5, Konin!

MicTtep Apumnbanpg cnyxas CUHa i 1MLLe 3aBOPOXKEHO
NOBTOPIOBAB:

— Y caay... Y caay...

— Tak-Tak, ue cag MeHi gonowir... i Mepi, i [likeH 3i cBoiMK
3BipATaMu... i Maria Cnosa, — wBMAKo nigxonms KosiH. — Mn Big
yCiX XOBaJINCA... TPUMaAN y TaeMHuLi, 60 9 cam xoTiB TObI e
CcKa3aTwu. baynw, TaTy, 9 340pP0OBUN — CbLOIMOAHI BXXe NneperHas
Mepi, yasnsew?! | B3arani cka>xy Tobi: Konm BUpoCTy, TO HEOAMIHHO
CTaHy aTneToM. Ocb!

MicTep KpenBeH He 3B0AMB noraagy 3i cMHa. A xaoneub Tak i
CUnaB CKOPOMOBKOLO, 60 XOTiB YAMCKOpILW yce po3mnoBicT 6aTbKOBI.
Oui KoniHa 6nwanu Big 3aXonsieHHs, OKPYri LWOKM a)< Nawwinm Big,
6iry. | uen 3n0poBuin Becennm xnon4nHa — noro cuH! Cepue
MicTepa Apdnbanga CrnoBHIOBasla HEBUMOBHA PAfiCTb i HXKHICTb.

TyT KoniH, 6a4ayn, wo 6aTbKo HE MOXXe BUMOBUTW i CI0OBA,
CXOMWB NOro 3a PYyKY.

— TaTy, TaTy, CKa>xu uocb! — HeTepria4ye BurykHyB XJiorneub.

— lMpaBaa, 4ynoBo? A XUTUMY, XUTUMY, XXUTUMY Bi4HO!

MicTep KpenBeH MiLHO 06HAB cuHa. [10 ropaa nomy niagcTynme
KyOOK.



— XNONYUKY, Mil XJIOMYUKY, — BPELUTI MPOKa3aB Y0JI0BIK,
MPOBIBLLW PYKOIO MO 04axX. — XoAiMo y cad. TaM Tu MeHi Bce
pPO3KarKelLl.

Y cagy naHyBaJsia 3010Ta OCiHb. 06abi4 cTeXxuHn KmuBanu 6inmmn
N YepBOHMMWU rosliBKaMu nisHi ninei. Mictep Apunbang nobpe
nam'aTas, WO iX cCagunum sKpa3 anas Toro, abv BOHM po3uBiTaam o
Ui nopi. OCiHHI cOpTY B'IOHKUX TPOAHA 0O6CHYBaNu rifikn gepes i
3[laBafiocs, Havye gepesa UBITYTb. COHAYHI NpOMeHi
3aJI0MJIIOBAJINCA Y XKOBTO-barpsiHOMy NUCTi | CTBOPIOBaN

BPa>XeHHS, WO KPOHM CBITATLCSA, HIbK BennyesHi nixtapi.

MicTep KpenBeH 3ynnHMBCA 1 00OBIB Cal 3aBOPOXKEHUM

nornsaom. HapewTi BUMOBMB:

— 4 oymas, WO TYT yce nponaJsio.

— Mepi cneplwy TakoX Tak nogymasa, Koav 0TO BrnepLule clogun

noTpanwuna, — »BaBO BignoBiB KoniH. — Ane 6aynLl: Hall Caf OXXUB.

MoTim yci BMmocTunAmncs nig nepesoMm, 60 Tenep mictep Apunbang
MYCUB [0BigaTUCA BCe — Bif NoYaTKy A0 KiHus. Jluwe KoniH
3a1MwmnBcs ctoaTu, 60 Tak nomy 6yno 3pyyHilwle po3nosigaTu.

Apunbang KperBeH yBa>KHO CJlyXaB KO>XHE CJIOBO CMHA i HE Mir
HagueyBaTucA. bo Te, Wo BiAdynocs y cagy, — ue CripaBXHE OUBO.
Konn KoniH po3nosifas Npo XUTpoLli, 40 SKUX BOHU MYCUIIN
BOaBaTucs, abu 36epertmn TaemHuUUIO, MmicTep Apunbang cmisasca oo
cni3. NpoTe YacoM 04i NOro 3B0NI0XKYBanncs i 6e3 cmixy, Konn
AYMaB: OCb Len MUINA BeCENNA XNON4YNHA, Y ManbyTHbOMY aTneT i

BYEHUN — NOIro CUH.

— Hy, 3pa€eTbcs, TaEMHMLb bBinblue He 3aanWwnaocs, — BpewTi

nigcymysas KoJiH, 3aBepLIMBLUN CBOIO NleKLito. — 'M, AymMato, 3apas



TaM, — KUBHYB Ha AiM, — yCi BNagyTb Bi4 HECNOAIBAHKWN, KON
nobayaTb MeHe Ha Horax. bo Tu cobi He gyman: Tenep, KOAU TU TyT,
S Hi3aLL0 BXXe He caay y uen Bi3ok. Xofimo, TaTy, Xo4iMO J040MY.

beH Be3epcTad 3a3BMYan npautoBaB HagBOPi — Ha ropodax Ta
y cafax Ma€ETKy, TOMy B CaMOMy OyOUHKY 3'9BNABCA piako. Ane
cboroHi 6y ocobnmBnin oeHb, 0TOX BeH 3a BCAKY LiHY MycuB
noTpannTu y AiM. BiH no3bupas Ha rpagkax oBOYi i caM NpUHIC 1X 40
KYXHi, a 3a ue Micic Megnok 3anpocuna noro Ha rassby nmea.

Pi4 y TiM, L0 BIKHO KiMHaTW A0S C/yr BUXOOWUJI0 CaMe Ha
TpaBHUK Nepen 6yanHKOM. Hy a cTapuin KoH4e MycuB 6adnTu yce,
o Tam BiabyneTbca. OTOX 3anpoLleHHsa Ha nNuBo Byno
AKHanbIiNbLL fopeYyHe y Ui cuTyauil.

Micic Megnok TakoX 3'igana uikaBicTb. BoHa xoTina po3nutaTtu
BeHa, 60 3Hana, WO BiH WONHO ByB y cany.

— beHe, MOXXe, BM BUAINM KOO 3 rocrnogapis? — cnuTasia BOHA,

NnoAaBLIM CTapOMYy HaMNOBHEHY rasbby.

beH Haanme Tpoxu, a Toai o6Tep rybu.

— Aq', BuaiB, — BigkKa3aB barato3Ha4Ho.

— ObuaBox? — HeTepnasaYe gonuTyBaslaca Micic Megnok.

— Ag', 06naBOX, — NOBaroM KMBHYB FOJIOBOO CTapuin. — [AKYIO

BaM 3a NuBO, MeM, ane 1 6w i Big gpyroi ransbmn He BiAMOBMBCA.

— To BoHW By pa3omM? — LLIMPOKO BiAKpWa oYi micic Mennok.
BoHa cTpaweHHO xoTiNna gosigatucs, wo 6ayms beH BesepcTad:
>KIHK@ HaBiTb HE MOMITUA, WO NMBO BXE Nepesiniocs i Teye yepes
Kpaw.



beH 6e3 nocnixy B3aB HaNoBHeHy rasbby, 0OAHNM KOBTKOM

OCYLUMB 1l MamXe A0 MOJIOBUHM — | inwie Toai BiANoBIB:

— Pa3om, meMm, pa3om.

Micic Megsok 3acunana cTaporo HOBUMU MUTAHHAMMU:

— | wo KoniH? 9k BiH BUrnagas? BoHn rosopunmn? Mpo wo? Bu

qynn?

— Lo roBopuam — TOro He 4yB, 60 A Ti/IbKO CS AMBMB 3
ApabuHn Yyepes CTiHy, — BiAkKa3aB beH. — O4HO MO)XXy BaM CKa3aTw,
MeM: Ty' OCTaHHIM YaCcoOM TaKe Cs AiSN0C4, WO BaM aHi CA MPUCHUTN
He MOrJ0. 3a4eKanTte, MeM, He CNiWiTbCA: CKOPO CaMi Bce

3060a4unTe.

JlykaBo nocCMixatoumcb, CTapuini 4ONnB CBOE NnBO, 06Tep rybu, a
TOoAi NOKa3aB NOPOXHLOI ranbboto y BiKHO.

— 9k Taki'cTe uikaBi, TO AuBITbCA! — pafiCHO BUMOBUB BiH. —

IunBITbCSA, XTO A0 Hac nae!

Micic Mepnsiok noBepHysia royloBy — i MPUroJIOMLLIEHO
CKpuKHyna. Bci cnyrn, wo 6ynn nobnmsy, oavH nonepen opyroro
KWUHYJIMCA [0 BiKHA. IXHi oYi BiA HecnomiBaHKK, 3aBanocs, 0Cb-0Ch

BMMOPCHYTb 3 OYHULLb.

Yepes ransasy iwos rocrnogap MisenTtBeMTCbKOro MaETKYy.
MicTepa KpenseHa roai byno BnisHaTu: BiH yBeCb CA5B Bif WaCTS.

A nopyd, ropao nigHABLLK rosiIoBY, YCMiXalo4ynCh Bif Byxa [0

ByXa, BMEeBHEHO KPOKYyBaB NaH KoiH!



| BUXOAWO Le Y HbOIo HiK He ripwie, HiXX y 6yab-KOro 3 1noro

POBECHUKIB-NOPKLLUPLLB.

KiHeub



