Ixedd MNiTepe, 9K TiNIbKM cynepeyka 3axoguaa rnpo MmopaibHuinm 6ik noro
pemMecna, Biapasy NnoYmMHaB rapsaykyBaTu.

— €4unHe,— Ka3aB BiH,— Y 4YOMY Hawa wupa apyxba 3 EHAi TakkepoMm
haBaJsia TPiWnMHY — e OLiHKa HeYeCHUX A0XOAiB 3 nornany nopsaaHocCTi,
eTuKN. 1 MaB CBOKO AYMKY, EHAI — CcBOIO. f HIKOIM He CXBaJlloBaB NOro
HaMipiB cTAryBaTn KOHTpUbYUIi 3 Nybnikun, a BiH BBa)kKaB, WO 1 HAATO 4acTo
BAAKOCS A0 COBICTI, @ Le Ha wKoay hiHaHCOBMM CrpaBaM Hallol ipMu.

Y CBOIX cynepeykax My HepioKo BTpavanan BCAKY Mipy. A AKOCb LiALLIO
HaBiTb 00 Toro, wo EHAi obizBaB meHe Pokdennepom.

— 4 3Hato, EHAi, Ha WO T HaTAKa€EewWw,— BignoBiB ToAail 9.—Ane Mmu 3
T06010 HaQTO AaBHO ToBapuLlyemo, Wwob s Ha Tebe obpa3unecsa. Ocb Tn
3aCrnoKOILWCS | CaM MOWKOAYELL 3a CBOI 3/1i HACMILWIKN. Ag)Ke A LWe 3poay He
nigaewyBaBcsa 00 CyO04NHLIB.

Akocb yNniTky Mmun 3 EHAI HagyMmanu Bigno4ynTn B paccaenni,
rapHeHbKOMY MicTe4dyky B KeHTYKKINCbKNX ropax. Hac npunHsanm tam 3a
ToprosuiB xynoboto, nobponopAAHNX rpoMasH, WO NpUiXaan y BiANyCTKY.
paccaoennuam mu cnonobanuck, | EHAOI Ta 9 BUPIWWAK, NOKN TYT XXUTUMEM,
yTpuMaTUCS BifL CBOro peMecsia h He MOPOYUTU N AAM FOJI0BU Hi

NPOCMEeKTaMN Kay4yKOBMX KOHLIECIN, Hi 61MCKOM Bpa3inbCbKNX giaMaHTIB.

OaHOro AHS BNacHUK Hanbinbwoi y Npaccaenni KpaMHULI 3ani3HNX
BMUPOoO6IiB NPUIALLOB A0 HAaC y roTeNb i CiB Ha 6GankKoHiI, wWob 3a KOMNaHiIlo 3 HaMWK
noKypuTn. BiH ntobmne rpatu nononyaHi Ha NOABIP'I rOTeNto B 3ai3Hi KinbLus,
i MM BXXe flaBHO NOro 3Hanu. e 6yB ranacnmeuim pyamm 4onosik, 4OCUTb
OrpsAaHNN, i3 3a4ULWKOLO, | BCE XX BeJSIbMU NOBa)XHUN Ha BUrnag. OTOX My
nobasakanan 3 HUM MpPoO ce, NPo Te, a Toai uen MepKiCoOH — Tak 3Basu
4yosioBiKa — CcTypboBaHO-6e3TypOOTHO AiCTaE 3 KMLWEHI AKOroCb INCTa i Oa€

HaM no4nTaTtun.



— Hy, Wo B/ Ha Le cKa)KeTe? — NUTAaE BiH yCMiXxalo4ncb.— Takoro sincta
— MEHI!

CMAHYBWMW Ha NUCT, My 3 EHAI ogpa3y 3MeTukKyBasan Wo 1 A0 4oro, ogHak
BAA/IN, HIBM YnTaemo yBaxkHO. Lle 6yB 0auH i3 TUX BioAPYKOBaHUX Ha
MaLIMHLUI JINCTIB NPO hafbLUMBI FpoLWi, Ae NOACHIETLCA, K 3@ TUCAYY
[0NapiB ofep)xaTu Limx n'aTb TUCAY, NPUYOMY TakuMn 6aHKHOTaMu, WO
XXOOEH eKCnepT He BiApPI3HNTL IX Big cripaB>XHix. Oani B INCTi Nnncanocs, Lo
Ti 4oNapn HagpPYKOBAHO 3 KJAilwe, BUKpaAeHUX oaHUM cnyxbosuem
Aep>XaBHOIMo Ka3HavYyencTBa y BalliHITOHI.

— Hi, Bu Tinbku nogymante! — He BraBas MepkicoH.— OTaKoro nmcTa
HagicnaTu MEHI!

— Taki INCTU 4YaCTo OAEPXKYIOTb NOPALHI N0AN,— Kaxe EHAi.— AKLo Bn
He Bi4MOBICTE Ha NepLunin, TO Ui Waxpal MaxHyTb Ha BaC pykKot. A gacTte
BiAMOBIAb — HANWULUYTb 3HOBY, 3aMPOMNOHYOTb MPUHECTW rpoLwi n 3pobutn
bi3Hec.

— MogymaTun TiNbKKM — HanMcaTn Takoro ancta came MEHI! — 3Han
0byptoeTbCA MepKiCoH.

Yepes Kisibka OHIB BiH NPUALLOB L0 HAaC 3HOBY.

— CnyxanTe,— KaXke,— s 3Halo, WO BM 0N NopsigHi, a To 6 A He
NOBIpUBCA BaM. {1 Taku BiANOBIB TUM HerigHuUkKaMm. NpocTo Tak, 3agns cmixy. |
BOHM CnpaBphi Hagicnanum we ogHoro aMcTa, NPonoHyTb NpuixaTty B YHikaro.
MuwyTb, Wo6 nas Tenerpamy Ha iM'a k. CMmiTa, Kon BUDKOXaTumy. A B
Yikaro wob cTtaB Ha po3i TakoI-TO BYJ/INLi i XKAaB 4Y0JI0BiKa B CipPOMY KOCTIOMI.
Ton niginae i BNyCTUTb Nepeni MHOK raseTy. Todi 81 Mat 3anntaTn y HbOrO,
4yu Ternsa CbOrofHi BOAA, i TakK BiH Y3HaE, WO 9 — ue 1, a 9 Y3Hato, Wo BiH —
TO BiH.



— A-a, Hy 3BICHO,— WWMPOKO No3ixHyB EHAi.— Lle Ham He nepBuHa. 4 He
pas3 4YnTaB NMpo Take B rasetax. [10TiM BiH NnoBefe Bac y rotesib, a TaM y
3aTULLHOMY KYTOYKY Ha Bac YekaTume Mictep O)xoHe. [lani BOHN NOKa>yTb
BaM HOBI-HOBICiHbKI, CMpaBXXHi rpowi. Kynnanre, ckinbkn gyuwa 3abaxkae,—
nonap 3a n'atb. [1oTiM y Bac Ha 04ax BOHW BMaKylTb FPoLi B CYMKYy — BCe
K roONTbCA, He NigKonaewcs. A BAoMa rnsgHeTe— B CyMLi He fonapu, a

3BMYaMHICiHbKMIN 0bropTkoBmi nanip!

— A A3ycbku! — Ka)xe MepkicoH.— §1 He Takuni. He 6yB 61 a TepTum
Kajsla4yeMm, To Aigbka incoro Min 6isHec gasas 6w HanbinbLwi B Npaccoenni
Bapuwi. To BU Ka)keTe, MicTepe Takkep, BOHM MOKa)KyTb CpPaBXXHi rpoLwi?

— Ta a caMm CTinbkKKM pasis... 1 cam baraTo pasiB 4YATaB NPO Take B
rasetax,— Kaxe EHgi.

— 3HaETe, WO A CKa)Ky,— MOBUTb MepKiCOH,— 4YopTa 3 ABa TUM
LWwaxpasaM BAacTbCa 06BeCTU MeHe Kpyr nanbusg. 4 gymMato npuxonnTu 3
coboto ABi TMcadi, Nnigy A0 TUX WaxpaiB i BTPY M HOca. AKwWo BXe binn
MepKiCOH HaKMHe OKO Ha Ti rpoLnKK, TO BOHU ByayTh noro. awoTb 3a o4UH
nonap nN'atb? Lo X, KOJIM 9 3@ HUX Bi3bMyCH, IM TakKn [OBeOeTbCA TPYCHYTHU
ramaHuem. O, binn MepkicoH TopryeaTu BMmie! ABxeX, a1 noigy B Yikaro i
Bi3bMy 3 Toro [>x. CMiTa 3a KoXXeH gosap n'ate. Jlymato, Boon4ykKa oro-ro sk

HarpieTbca!

Mwn 3 EHAi HaMmaraemocs Bubutn MepkiCoHOBI 3 rosioBu U0 60XXeBiNIbHY
diHaHcoBYy onepauito. [le Tam! MepkicoH He xo4e 6iniblW HIiYoro, TiNIbKK
BUKOHATWN CBi rpOMagsaHCbKUin 060B'A30K i 3arHaTu TUX rpabiXXKHUKIB y HUMN

K TakKM HaCTaBJieHy NacCTKYy. Mo>ke, MOBNSB, L€ IX YHOroCb HAaBYUTL.

MepkKicoH niwoB., a My 3 EHAI cnamMo 1 MOBYKU AYMAEMO MNPO Te, Ka X
€pecb YacoM cnagae€ NANHI Ha AYMKY. Mn 3 HUM B3arani nobunn y BinbHi

roouHU NOMipKyBaTW NPO BOOCKOHANIEHHSA OYLUi, BUCOKi MOPUBM...



— Twn 3Haew, O>xedde,— 03nBaeTbLCA NO [OBrin MoBYaHUi EHAi,—
YaCTEeHbKO, OX YaCTeHbKO Yy MeHe ceepbinn pykun nonivntm 1obi 3ybun, konm
TW NOYMHAB XYBaTW XYWKY Npo CBin "4yecHuin 6isHec". BugHo, 1 4acTo
noMmnaBecs. Ane ragato, WO UbOro pasy HaMm HeBaXKko byzae nintu srogu.
MeHi 30a€TbCA, WO 3 Haworo boky byae NOMUIKOIO BiANYCTUTK MicTepa
MepkicoHa B Yikaro oo Tux waxpaiB camoro. Xiba Tn He Bayuw, Yyum ue
CKiHYMTbCA? HeBXxe Tobi He 3haeThCA, Wo Ham Byae CroKinHiwe Ha Ay,

KOJIN MN 9KOCb BTPYTMUMOCH i NOJ1IaMaEMO Le Aifo?

A BcTato, TUCHY EHAI TakkepoBi pyKy | JOBro He BUMYCKalo 1l 3 CBOEI.

— EHAi,— KaXxKy,— AKL0 S iHo4i N cepanBCs, i AyMaB Npo Te, wo B Tebe
HeMa COBICTi, TO Tenep 3MiHNB CBOI AYMKY. Bce-Takm B TobGi gechb €
KpynuHKa noasaHocTi n gobpa. | ue pobutsb T06i 4ecTb. LLlonHO A cam
noaymas Npo Te, WO TU oue cka3aB. byno 6 HeYeCHO, HEeLWIAXeTHO,— KaXy,
— AkKbn Mun nycTtnnm MepkicoHa caMoro 34inCHUTK Te, Wo BiH HagyMaB. Konu
noro Tak 6epe HeTepnasayka, TO WO X, NOiAEMO 3 HUM 6 HE AaMO TUM
po3buiwakam 3pobuTm CBOE HYOpHE Aifo.

EHAi norogmecs 3i MHOIO, | SK MPUEMHO Byno 6a4nTKn, WO BiH HE Ha XapT

3ananmuecsa 6a>kaHHAM 3ipBaTy MaxiHauito 3 asblLNBUMA FPILLMU.

— Tw 3Haew, EHAi,— KaXKy,— B NMUTaHHAX Mopasi A He BBa)Kalo cebe
NO60>KHOI NOAVNHOK YM haHATUKOM. ANe A He MOXXY CUAITU CKNaBLWK PYKN,
KON NIIOANHY, SiKa CBOIM MOTOM, PO3yMOM, He BoAYNCb pPU3KKY, CTBOpUIa
conigHun BisHec, konu yto nognHy cepep 6inoro gHa rpabye Skunch
6e3CcoBiCHU NPONAUCBIT, WO 3arpoXXye cycninibHOMY o6py.

— MpasunbHo, Dxedhde,— Kaxxe EHai.— AKWwo MepkicoH He nepefyMac |
noige, MM Hi Ha MNTb HE MOKMHEMO MO0 CaMoro M NokKaagemMo Kpan Lubomy
He4yncTomy Ainy. Meni, gk i To6i, oy>ke He xoTinocsa 6, wob Taki rpowi

rnonaJin XTo3Ha-Kygu.

| MM noganuca 0o MepkicoHa.



— Hi, xnonui,— kKa)xe MepkKiCoH,— He xo4y £, Wob conoaki cniBn Tmx
YikarCbKMUX CUpPEeH PO3BifB Y MeHe nepen HOCOM NiTHIN BiTepeub. 9 abo
BUTOMJItO CManeub i3 Tux ignis fatuus[1] abo nponanto AipKy B CKOBOPOA,.
Ane bynoy cmepTenbHO paaui, SKLLO BU noigeTe 3i MHOK. Moxxe, BU 11
CrpaBAi CTaHeTe B NPUroAdi, KONy MeHi AoBeaeTbCsa 3rpibaTn BCi OTi MOMiHSAHI
rpowi. Cnpasai, Apysi, 1 6yay Ha cboMoMy Hebi, SKLWO0 My NoigeMo pa3om.

| ocb MepkicoH nyckae B 'paccaenni 4yTKy, HiIBUTO BiH ige 3 MicTepoM
MNiTepcom Ta MicTepoM TakKkepoM Ha Kisibka OHIB 00 3axigHoi Biprinii
ONBUTUCA AKICb 3aMi3Hi KonanbHi. A cam Tenerpagye O>x. CmiTy, Wwo,
MOBJISIB, TaKOro-To AHA 6a)ka€e noTpanmuTu B NOro TeHeTa. | My nocnilaemMo

BTPbOX A0 Yikaro.

[oporoto MepKicoH y)xe Hanepep TiWNTbCA nepefvyyTTaM Becenmx

npurog i NPUEMHUX Crnoragis.

— Y CipOMy KOCTIOMYUKY,— Ka)ke BiH,— Ha NiBAeHHO-3axigHOMY pO3i
Yobalu-aBeHto i JIeNK-CTPIT... BiH ynyckae raseTty, a g nuTato, gKa TaMm
CbOrogHi Bogn4ka. Xa-xa-xa! — | MepkiCoOH XBUJMH N'ATb TPACETbLCA 30

CMixy.

Ane 4yacom MepkKiCOH panToOM CTa€E CEPMO3HUNIN, HIBN HaMaraeTbCs

NnporHaTu Bif cebe SAKiCb rHITIOYi AYMKN.

— Xnonui,— Kaxxe BiH,— 9 6 i 3a AecsaTb TUCAY A0NapiB He 3roamecs, abu
npo ue gino gosignanucsa B Npaccaenni. Toai meHi gosenocs 6 nitn 3 Topboto
Mo CBITY. Ane X 9 3Hato: BN XJ10MNUi 4yaoBi. MeHi 34a€TbCHA,— NPOBaAUTb BiH,
— w0 060B'A30K KOXXHOI0 rpoMagsiHnHa — 3pobuTn BCe, wob npmnbpaTtnm oo
PYyK 0Tux po36inHuKIB, aKi 064ypOI0ThL AOBIPANBUX NOAEN. 3HATUMYTb BOHU
B MeHe, 4u Tenna soaunyka! [>k. CMIiT NponoHye 3a fonap uwinnx n'saTe, i NOMy

noBeneTbCs BUKOHATU LII0 YMOBY, KOJIM BXe BiH HanaB Ha binna MepkicoHa!



[o Yikaro mu npuixanm 611M3bKO CbOMOT Be4opa. A 3 HOJIOBIKOM y CipoMy
KOCTIOMi MepKiCOH MaB 3yCTpIiTUCb O NiB Ha AecATy. Mu noobiganwv B roTeni i
niwnm B HoMep MepkicoHa YekaTn NPU3HAYeHOro 4acy.

— Hy, opy3i,— Kaxe MepKiCoH,— faBanTe rypToM NoMi3Ky€eEMO i
BUPOOMMO TAaKTUKY PO3rpoOMy HALLOro NMPOTUBHMKA. A WO K 3pobumMo Tak. A
06OMIiHIOIOCb CUTHANaMM 3 TUM CipMM 4JIeHOM 3rpai, WO NMPMMaHIoE
NPOCTa4kKiB, a BN, OAXKEHT/IbMEHWN, TUM YaCOM NPOXOANTE MUMO — TaK Hibwu
BMUMNAAKOBO, CaMi po3yMieTe,— BUrykyete: "3gopos 6ys, Mepke!",—
AVIBYETECA HECMNoAiBaHin 3yCcTpidi i NO-APY>XHbOMY TUCHETe MeHi pyKy. NoTim
A1 BiABOXKY TOro Tuna BOIiK i KaxXy, Wwo Bn — Tex i3 [paccoenna, 3BaTu Bac
I>KeHKiHC i BpayH, oauH oep>xuTb BakaninHy KpaMHULIO, OPYrUiA TOPrye
dypaxem. OgHe CNOBO, NOPALHI NOAN | TEX He NPOoTK cnpobyBaTn Ha
Yy>XUNHIi CBOE WacTa. "Toai 6epiTh i ix 3 coboto,— ckaxke, 3BiCHO, TON Tnn,—
AKLLLO BXe IM TaK KOPTUTb npuiawTyBaTu cBOl rpowi”. Hy, sk Bam

nonobaeTbCca M MNaH?

— Wo T Ha ue ckaxew, Oxxedhde? — nutae EHAQI 1 oNBNTLCA Ha MeHe.

— lNapa3n, 9 CKaXky BaM CBO AYMKY,— BianoBigat 9.— {1 CKa)ky OCb LLO:
haBanTe 3anaroanMmo ue aino sigpa3sy, oTyT. bo 5 He Bady NnpuynHM
MapHyBaTK 4Yac.— loTiM AicTalo 3 KULWeEeHi CBi HiKeNboOBaHU peBoOJibBep
TPUALATL BOCbMOro Kanibpy i Kislbka pasis npokpyyyto bapabaH.— AHy Tu,
6e360)xHMN, ipoais, NiACTYNHMN KabaH,— 3BepTarca 0o MepkicoHa,— kiaau
Ha CTin CBOI ABi TUCAYI. Ta He Bapucb,— KaXxy, — a TO nowkoayew. 4
3araJloM 4OJIOBIK M'AKOoCcepaui, asie HacoM i B MeHe TepreLb YPMBAETbLCS.
Yepe3 Takux, K Tu,— Bedy 4 Micnsg Toro, 9K MepkiCoOH BUKJ/IaB Ha CTiN rpoLui,
— Ha CBITi | CTBOPEHO cyamn Ta B'a3HuMUI. Ty npuixas ciogn 3abpaTtun B nrogen
iXHi rpowi. A xiba Ue BUNpaBAaHHA,— NUTat0,— WO BOHWN 3bupanuncs
obikpacTn Tebe? Hi, nobpogito, Tobi ogHakoBo, Koro 066mpaTn,— 4YopTa 4n
bica. Tn,— Kaxxy,— BaecaTepo 6inbla CBO/IOTa 3a TOro, WO reHaJtoe
hanbwmenMn gonapamu. Booma T xoauw 00 LEPKBU | NPUKULAELICA
nobponopsaaHMM YOJI0BIKOM, a TOAI BUpywaew o Yikaro i obkpagaeL
Jogen, Wo CTBOPUAN HaginHe, BUrigHe Aif0 | BULLYKYOTb TaKUX HIK4EMHUX

nagJitoK, 40 AKUX T HaMaraBCs CbOrogHi npneagHaTucs. 3sigkm Tobi 3HaTN,



— KaXKy,— MOXXe, Y TOro 4oJ10Bika 3 pasnbWLMBMMKN LOSlapaMu Ha pyKax
Be/IMKa CiM'Sl, L0 TiNIbKN N XKVBE Hafi€l0 Ha Noro Baadvy? Bu HIBNMTO noBakHi,
LaHOBaHI toaun, a caMmi Tak i AUBUTECH, A€ Ha OYPHUYKY NiOXKUBUTUCA,—
Ka)Ky.— Lle Ha BacC y Ui KpaiHi TpMMalTbCA BCAKI hanblUUBI IoTepel,
niacTasHi pipmun, hoHAOoBI BipXi, nepexonatoBadi Tenerpam. Akbum Bu ix He
nigronoByBaaun, BOHM 6 3HMKAM caMi Mo cobi. A Ton 4010BiK 3 aNbLLUNBUMM
Aonapamm, SKoro T 36mpaBca 064NCTUTN,— KaXKy,— MOXKE, BiH pOKamMu
BYMBCS CBOro pemMecna? LLlopa3y BiH pyU3nKye po3npoLaTruca 3 ycima cBOIMU
rpiwMu, cBo60a00, @ TO M XUTTAM. A T NpPUI3ANLL CIOAN K NpenofobHuK,
036po€eHNIN CBOEID pecrnekTabenbHICTIO N TAEMHOIO aApecoto, | HaMaraewcs
NOro owykKaTun. AKLWO TBOI rpoLi AiCTaHYTbCA NOMY, TU 3pa3y B KPUK —
noniuia! A AKLLLO NOro rpowi gictaHyTbcs Tobi, BiH MOBYKM MPOKOBTHE CBOIO
HeBOa4y i MoOHece 3aCTaB/ATU CBi CipuUn KOCTIOMYKK, abu 3annatuTm cobi 3a
Beyepto. Mun 3 micTepoM TakkepoM Tebe po3Kycuin,— Kaxy a4 gani,— i
npuixanan cioam nobaynTu, 9K TU gicTaHew no 3acnysi. AHy 3abepu Big
rpowen pykun! — kaxxy.— Tu, npenogobHuin nec!

| 9 Knagy OBi NOro TUCAYI 00 BHYTPILWHBbOI KULWEHI CBOro nigx>aka. Lina

MaydykKa no ABaduUATb u,onapiB.

— A Tenep,— Kaxxy fani MepkicoHoBi,— gicTaBan roagnHHUK. Hi, BiH MeHi
He noTpibeH,— 3acnokoto Noro.— MNMoknaaanm roqgUHHNK Ha CTiN i cngn, NoKK
BiH NpOLOKaE rogunHy. Toai Moxew ycTtaTu. A 9k cnpobyew HapobuTu ranacy
4yu BCTaHeLW paHiwe, M1 po3a3BoHMMO Npo Tebe Ha Becb Mpaccaenn. MeHi
30a€TbCA, TBOS penyTauia Tobi JopoXK4a, HiXX OBi TUCAYI Aonapis.

| My 3 EHAi miwnn.

B noi3ai EHAi poBro moe4yaB. HapelwTi Kaxe:

— xeddpe, MOXKHa nocTtaBuTn Tobi ogHEe 3annTaHHA?

— HaBiTb ABO€E,— KaXy A.— Y1 X04 COpPOK.



— Konu Tu BCe ue npnagymaB — iWwe A0 TOro, sk MU BUPYLUUIN 3
MepkicoHOM y fnopory?

— Hy 3BiCHO,— KaXXy 1.— A TO X gK? Xiba Tn MaB Ha oyMui He Te came?

Hobpux nisroanHn EHAi 3HOB MOBYNTL. [eBHe, ByBatoTb Y HbOIO
XBUJIMHW, KOJIN BiH 30BCiM He pO3yMiB MOIX npasuna JobponopsaaHoOCTI 1
CUCTEeMY MOpasbHOI FirieHN.

— xedpdpe,— HapewTi 03UBAETHLCS BiH,— KOJINCb, K MaTUMELL BiJIbHY
YaCuHKy, 6yab Nnacka, HaKpecsb MeHi giarpamMy TBOEI COBICTI. Tiibku Wwo6 3

NPUMiTKaMK, 3 NOACHEHHAMU. 9 6 XOTiB Yac Big Yacy HEK KOPUCTYBATUCA.

[1] MaHOpiBHUX BOrHUKIB (NnaT.).



