BactopeHko 3i3 i3 nnaTdopmMun, 3aBasieHOl 3a0i3HAKOM, i MoyaBs
06TpyLwyBaTuca. oro cipi NONOTHAHI WTaHW cTanu 6pyaHO-4epPBOHI Bif,
3a/1i3HAKOBOro Nuay,  BiH fapeMHo b cebe NoO KoNiHaX CBOEID BEINKOIO
CXY[LJI010 PYKOIO.

— JloBefeThbCs Ha piyLi BUNpaTn,— noaymas BiH i ofinwos Habik. Momy
HE XOTiNOCb iTW reTb, MOKN HE PYLWNTb NOTAr. BiH NtobnB MawmnHm, 30KkpemMa
napoTarn. XMMepHoO BUragaHo — caMo cebe Bese, wWe 1 BaroHn TarHe. A uen
NOTAr BiH YekaB OyB Tak OOBro y MiCTi — a)k NiBTopu Aobu, Bansao4yuce y
Opyai Kono cTaHuii, bykaym 9K HENPUKasAHNIA B30BX i NOMnepek,
BN1ALUTOBYOYUCb PANTOM CraTu, TO 3HEHaLbKa 3pMBaAOYNCh HA TPeMTANI
HOrn 3 Haboninum Ba)kaHHAM NoAaTUCh reTb AanNeko, CBIT 3a oM, i
3abnyaonTtucs, i nomepTun. Ane BiH 3HOBY CifjaB HaKapayku i 3 06Ba)kHiNo0
rOI0BOIO BOAMB A3UKOM MO rybax, wo 3aneknmcsa n weminn. BiH mir 6n
HanMTUCb BOAW, asie 3HaB, WO Ty BOAY NOMY BUKUHE 3CepesnHN.

Yacom noro 1 6e3 Boam noyYmMHanNo HyauTKu; BeCb CBIT 6BpaBcs B MOro o4ax
4YepBOHUMW, CTPALUHUMN KOJ1IaMW, 1 Nig ropJjio KOTUMNAacb OrnaHa rmkaBka. BiH
narae TOA4i Ha CMUHY N NOYMHAaB 3BiJlbHa AMUXATW, NPUMPYXXMBLLN Odi. [poTe
NOMY MOLLacTUI0 BUTPUMATU LI OeHb, 3"IBLUN TiJIbKN BPpaHLi LLUMATO4Y0K

xniba, 3 0ONOHI0 3aBOiNbLUKN.

| TiNbKK KONW BEYip MUHYB i HiY NpunLLia — NPUrPOKOTIB OLen MoTAr i
3abpaB Noro, BUCHa)keHoro 3 6e3CcoHHsA 1 rosoay, Hibu MiLHO 3aayMaHoro.
Ane BiH Wwe MaB y cobi 4OCUTb CKUAKN, XO4 M'a31 Noro 6ynm HiIbn NaBy TUHHAM
onosuTi. logoMy e 6ysno NTn N'aTHagUSATb BepCcToB. BiH Tenep He byae
Takun gypHun, wob ictn BpaHui. Lle oypHMua — noTiM MyYnTUCh Wi
AeHb. Kpawie notepnitn o obigy, a Tam go sBe4vopa, MabyTtb, nerwe byae.

MoTar 3arys i pywnB. BaclopeHKO NPoBiB NMOro o4mMMa 3a ropbok i
NOBEPHYBCA UTWU. TiNIbKM Tenep BiH Noba4vmB axk y KYTKY KOJI0 CTaHLil CBOro
wypska, Onekcy KopHinyyka, Wwo cuiiBs y rypTi Wwe n'aTboX CeNsH Ha Kyni

MOBHUX NAHTYXiB. BOHN Te)X BepHYUCb LM noTsarom. Cepue oro



3aTinanoCb MJIOCHO, CTUCKYOYMCL Y 6e3Haail 1 3a3gpocTi. MNiginwoswn oo

HUX, BiH Nob6a4yunB, WO BOHM IAATb Cano 3 xJibom.

— 300poBi bynn,— npuBiTaBcsa BacopeHko.

KopHin4yyK nigBis 4o MOro rojloBy M 3acMisiBCS.

— | T TyT? — cnuTas BiH. — AKuUM Ue BiTpOM?

— Y ropoai 6yB,— cka3aB BaciopeHko,— i341B Aewo cnpoaatu. 3
OCTaHHbLOro. Ta TiNbKW... — BiH MaxHyB pykot: — bonawn He xutn! bpas
cnigHUU MaTepuHy aisovy, 6paB COpoYKy CBO BuULMBaHY, 6pas rpabni
sionaTy, a oCb W0 Mato.

BiH nokasaB nansHWUIO, WO TpMMasB il Nig naxso. KoOpHIinyykK

MOCMiXHYBCS BCiM CBOIM rosieHUM 061n44sm.

— A MU ax y NMonTtaBLwmHy 3abunucek bynn... Ere, Sk Tam oAaabKun
XnByThb! Tn, xnonye, mabyTb, i 3abyB Npo Take XUTTA. Tam He cobaydunHy, a
CBUHATUHY B 6opLy, KNagyTb, a xNib, xaon4ye, He 3 MaKyxwu, Hi, Hi! Hy, i

HaMiHANW, He AMBO. — BiH yoapuB pyKoIO Mo JIAHTYXOBI, Ha AKOMY CUAIB.

BaclopeHKO noxmMypo OnBMBCA Ha KOpHiNYyKa, Ha rypT, Ha NaHTyXn — B
HUX BiH Mo4YyBaB 4YnucTe, fobipHe 3epHO. B noro 3asopylwiniaca ayMmka, LWwo
cecTpa, Mapinka, Xo4 KJIYHO4YOK NMpuHece NomMy TOro 3epHa... Ta Hi, Wo Tam
HagiaTucb! He Taka BOHa, He Takuim Onekca, wob naTtu! BiH wBuaLwe cebe

[acCTb 3api3aTy, HiXK NOCTYNUTBLCA XO4Y 3€PHATKOM.

A KopHin4yk nposagus:

— Tyan 6 Tobi, xnonye, nogaTnca Ha 3apobiTkn. Tam pobiTHUKIB
noTpibHO, 0, we n Ak! 3apobuB 6u cobi pobpe. Horo TyT HMUAITU?



— A MaTu? — NOHYpPO cnuTas BaclopeHko.

— O! — 3gmByBaBcA KopHindyk. — Ta xiba BoHa He nomMepna?

— Ue cnabytoTb...

— XuBy4a 36ica cTapa Bactopuxa! Hy, Ta 1 in He ABa BiKN XNTU,— AK
nompe, To 3rafan MO€E CQI0BO, MaHApPyW Ha MNonTaBwmHy. Tam i 3apobuLy, i
AiBYMHY cobi 3HanpgeLw. A 1 KpacyHi eCTb, Hexal iM Tpacusa! Ak 3asene NicHio,
TakK i B CTaporo cepue 3aTinaerbcs!

KopHin4yk xnacHys napybka no HO3i 1 3aTUM y34BCA 00 cana.

BaclopeHKo CTOsiB, MOXWMBLLW FONOBY.

— Nigy A B>XXe,— NpPOMOBUB BiH BpeLUTi.

— Tak Tu ckaxm moemy Bacunesi, wob Buixas. OT i nobpe, nobpogaii, iTn
HiKOMY He Tpeba. A TO X NMPOCTO X04 XXepebok Kugam, KoMy NTu.

BactopeHko 06ifLwoB CTaHLUilo | BUNLWOB Ha BennKni wiasax. CoHue Bxe
BMUCOKO Niabmaock i No4nHano napmtu. XoBTuin, MEPTBUIA CTEN PO3ircs
nepen HUM CKiJlbKN CAraso oko. BiH MocyHyB MoB3 BUropisii HUBWN, WO CBITUAN
MupLasumm ctoBbypusamm 3aHenbaHoro xniba. 3aebinbLoro ix He KOWweHOo
HaBiTb Ha CiHO. | WO fgani BiH 3arnnbnioBasca y cTenun, To Binblia Tvwa n
creka oropTasia noro. HaBiTb KOHUKW He clopYasu, He fniTajsla MyLUBa.
be3kpas nanto4va )KOBTU3Ha pi3ana oTi. BiH iwoB HiIbM Ha pyiHax BenuKol
MOXKeXXi, A& OroHb 3HULLKWB yCe piaHe n 6n3bKe, Ae HaBiTb CMasieHO YaCTUHY
NOro cepus.

O4inwoBLWM 3 YOTUPW BEPCTBM 04 CTaHUii, BiH Nno6a4ynB KO0 WAAXY
3B’13@aHOM0 MOTY3KOM 40J10BiKa, WO siexxaB cobi HenopywHoO. Haxnnmswmnce
[0 Hboro, BacopeHko Bni3HaB cBoro 3emsnska, CtenaHa be3spykaBsoro. Hoxa
He B6yno, 1 napybok 3ybamun po3B’'sa3aB By31u; 49AbKo CTenaH TiNbKun

CTOIHaB.



— Ulo ue Bam, asaabky? — cnntas BaciopeHKo. — XTO ue Bac Tak? 4 ax

3n9KaBcs, nobaymsLin.

— On, He nuTan, xnon4ye! — cTtorHas be3pykaBuin, pO3MUHAKOYN HOIU Ta

PYKW. — Ha uin MOTy3Ui 1 MOBICUTUCH... BCbOro piwnan, BCbOro sk €CThb...

BiH Hapcmny nigBiBCA | NMIBHO 03UPHYBCSA. B KaHaBi KOO WAAXy nexana
nepeniyka, 4YopHa, Kk 3emns. bespykasum cxonms 1, O4IOMUNB MOJIOBUHY I
XanibHo no4vas 3anuxaTucA. BaciopeHKoBe cepue NOWNKHYJ10, panToM
6pu3Hyna nomy B poT C/IMHA, N BiH 0ABEPHYBCH.

Oanbko CTenaH MOBYKKM CONMiB, KOBTalO4M 3awWwkapybni wmaTku. 3'iBwn
NONIOBUHY Nepenivyky, BiH 3 XKaJsieM NOAVUBUBCSA Ha APYry MOJIOBUHY W 3aCyHYB
i 32 na3syxy. MNoTiMm BOobys i3 KNLLIEHI KHUXXKY, o0fipBaB K/NanoTb, BUTPYCUB
i3 3a9710)KeHOro KnceTa pewTy TIOTIOHY, 0CUNaB TPOXK CYyXOro 3inas, wo
BaNIANIOCHA A0, N CKPYTUB LUTapkKy.

— OrHwo Hemae?

— Hi.

BactopeHKo ciB 6ina noro n BuTep pykasoM Ha LI NiT.

Oanbko CTenaH 3iTXHYB | po3Ka3as:

— Tw XX 3Ha€EwW, X0n4e, KpPiM XiHKK, N'STb POTIiB Mato, Ta BCe fobpi potwn,
MOJI0Zi, Ta BCe xJ10Mnui, AK Ti KAaYeHATa HeHa)kepimBi. 3'iNn NWeHNYKy, 3'1n
AYMiHb — HE PO3BMAOHIETLCA HaM. [iTK Ha rBasT KpMYaTb, XiHUi XNib
YBMXKATKCSA CTaB... 340xNna Kobuna — 3Bapuau oLWwky. Mepwuin pas inm —
purann, 4pyruin pas puranu, a Ha TpeTin — niwno. Ta 4 Hagosro? MNMoyas A
PO3YMOM pa3kugatn — apyry kobuny pizatm tpeba, 0o4HaKOBO XUTAETbLCA. A
TYT XiHKa B 0gHY Ayuwy — 3abupan yce Ha BO3a, IAb KyAW 3HAELL, MOXe,
xniba HaMmiHgew. Bugnma pivy — xiHka! BuHecnu Bce 3 xaTu, 3anpir 8 kobuny

— He TarHe. Mpunpobus A 360Ky NOCTOPOHKY, HaAiB WNenKy cobi Ha nnedi —



noixann mn. On, xnonye, MykKn NnpunHAB a! NMunokKa o4di 3acunae, KoniHa
NiArMHAOTBLCA, @ 9 TACHY, TiIJIbKM NJOKCA. A BUMIHAB-TakKM NyA4iB 3 0EeCATOK
3epHa i Kobuny Hanac, kobuna Mosa BXXe XBOCTOM XBULLAE, CaMa TAarHe. Hy,
AyMalo, padicTb Be3y, a fani we, MoXe, po3ctapatocs. [lypeHb OyMKOIO
baraTie. lMo3aB4yopa BHOYI ifemo, 9 Ha BO3i KyHsAt0, kobuna cama nyTb Bege. |
HEe34yBCH, | HE KPUKHYB, K 3B'S3aHO MeHe,— XTO — He 6a4uB., Hiy, 6ay,
rnyna 6yna. KnuHynm MeHe KoJo LWaaxy, a We XTOCb N'YKHYB,— Aan nomMy
LWOCb — TaK oue nepeniyka. BNOKHyIM Ha Kobuy N NOTOPOXKOTIiNW. A noyaB
rykatm — Bbunte meHe — a Bxe He noyvynam, mabyTb. Jle)xxaB AeHb uinmn,
NpoJie)xaB Hidy, HOMM 3aTeK/IN YANCTO, a oue TN BU3BOJIMB MeHe, Ta He 3Halo,

YN OAKYBaTW.

— A 3 0611444 X HEe NpuMiTUAN? — cnuTas BaclopeHko.

— [e Tam 3 06nmnyyal Hiv, kaxy, rayniciHbka 6yna.

Oanbko CTenaH MOBYKM NMOCMOKTAB He3anasieHy LUrapky n CrjoHyB.

— Yoro g He nepeanyMaB, OTYT siexxadun! MaB 4ac, cnaTu He XOTiNoChk.
Ctapa Kanp3tobuxa kaxke: og bora. A ntoam n Byxa po3sicunu. A s cobi
ragato — Mum gk 6yp’saH npun goposi, Sk pen’axu. Poctemo cobi, nokn gouy ige,
a COHLe Brneye — XXOBKHeEMO, rmHeMo. [ypHuusa Mu. TiNnbKN rOHOPY B HAcC
BbaraTo. Ta 4Oro He roHopyBaTW, KON ICTU Ma€EWw? A CKilbKK X NO cenax
LWBEHASE BUCOKOrOHOPUCTUX, ropoasH uebTo, wo rykanm: mm! mu! OH y
MilaHCbKOMY MJIMHI 3@ CTOPO>Ka NMPOXBECop CNYXUTb, AeCATb, KaXKyTb, MOB,
i TaTapCbKy, 3HAE. A HEMA 4YOro KycaTu — 1 HayKy, xJlon4ye, KNHyB. 3610 im
FOHOp, YCiM; BUAHO, WO MU — TaK Ccobi, Tbxy — BiTep NMoBi€, MU N KOTUMOCh.
Ere, akbun bor 6yB, He Tak b6yno 6!

— Tak no-BawoMy 1 Xntn He Tpeba? — cnmTaB BaclopeHko.

— ABXeX, xJionye, sngmma pid! Tinbkn 3BMYKa y Hac noraHa. Ocb xo4 6un

N 9 — 3BMK TIOTIOH YXKMUBATW. | 3HAIO, LLIO YOPT3HAa-0, @ OCb HEMA 3anananTun



— i cce MeHe. | XNTTH, 9K TIOTIOH: KypUuLl — ripkKe, a Nicssa noro gum Bitep

HOCUTD.

BaclopeHKO panToM CXOMNMBCA.

— On, osanbKy,— rykHyB BiH,— XoAimMo gogomy!

— Hy Ta n ne4ye,— npomMosBue asanbko CtenaH, noBoJii NiABOAAYNCH, —
6a4mB A Take CKJO, WO SK HACTAHOBUTU MO0 NPOTM COHLA, TaK MOXKHa

umurapky sanaamtu. Jobpa piy!

3HOBY PO3rOpHY/INCHL Nepen HAMU BUCOXJ1i NaHn; ApiOHUI Nun, 31iTaumn

3-Mmif Hir, obcrnag ix, MOB iCKpaMu, rapsye nNoBiTPSA AyLNIO FPpyAaun.

— lNo-ro! — rykHyB gagbko CtenaH. — MaM’aTa€ew, xnon4e, Nnpuisame
TOpik aritaTop. Kpu4ias, WO MU, MOBJISIB, MAaLUNHOK OpaTUMeM, MaLLUVNHOIO 1
Aouly HanycTumo. A ge BiH, CYKUH CUH, Tenep i3 CBOE0 MallunHot? bora,

Ka)KyTb, HEMAE, a caMi B bo)KeHATa NHYTbCA.

Hani BOHM Nwnam MoBYKK. Ha okonunui cena, Koam BOHU PO3XOAUINCD,

nanbko CtenaH CyMHO CKa3as:

— Bucunanacbk moa uurapka. Ex!

BaclopeHKO NpoCcTyBaB A0 CBOEI XaTwu, HE 3yCTpivYatoym HIKOro no Aoposi.
Tak camMo, K y cTeny, B cesli 6ys10 NOPOXXHLO, TUXO N NMeKy4o. BiH MnHas
XaTu 3 3a4NHEHUMUN BIKOHHNLSAMWN, 3 3aBaJIeHUMU KJIYHAMUN, 3 ABOpPaMW,
nopocaumm nobonoto. B nosiTpi OyB TisibkK 3a4yLLIMBUIA MK, LLO MOBCTaB 3-
nig Hir; aHi 6pexiT cobak, aHi pOXKaHHA CBUHEN, Hi IOACLKNIA FOMIH He
XBWJIOBaB TOr0 3a4yLW/NBOro NuUay; a crnepeny, Ha 4Ynctomy obpito, ceno

BUPI3HAIOCH, IK HaMasiboOBaHa 6e3aylHa KapTUHa.

Konwn BiH ByB y>xe 6113bKo xaTu, 3 6i4HOI By MU MOBiNIbHOKO X040
nponwna ctapa Kanastobuxa, npoctytoum oo 36opHi. Tam Tenep



30Cepennnoch XUTTSA cesa. AXK 3paHKy YOJIOBIKU 3 JI0JIbKaMun, HYacoM
MOPOXKHIMUN, XiIHKX 3 AiTbMW NNLWAAN CBOI XaTun, Ae He byno npaui n xniba, oe
6y10 MOTOPOLLHO 3 MOBINILHOIrO0 BMUPAHHA,— | CXOAUANCL 0 360pHi. Tam 3
AHA Ha AeHb TOYUINCb OOHOMaHITHI PO3MOBU MPO roao4, NpPo JAnuxy A0J10,
Npo Te, WO CiATU HIYOro n HiYmm, 06broBopoBaHO HOBMHU, SKLWO BOHWU Bynn, a

KOJIN Hi, TO N TaKk 06xoamnniocs.

Ctapa Kanpgstobuxa, skin 6yno B)Xe KO0 COTHI POKIB, TeX WOoAHSA
oaBigyBana 360pHt0. TaM BOHa MoBYaJia MOJIOAVL Ta M YOJNIOBIKIB, KOM Ti 1l

cnyxanu.

BaclopeHKo 3aiLloB Y CBO€E noasip’s. Moro xaTa 6yna Taka cTapa, Wo il
AoBenoca NignepTn Kiikamun, "B3aTu B paMui”, Sk CMiaBcs HEDIXKYNK
BOJIOCHUIM nucap. MNMopy4 Hel CTosB HaniB3aBasieHU N1bOX, @ KJIYHIO BiH AAaBHO
BXKe Npojas Ha ApoBa 3a Nya s4MeHio obpum nogsam. B ciHax 6yno TemHo i
NPOXON0AHO; BiH CMMHUBCA 1 rNnboko BAUXHYB y cebe BorkyBaTe nosiTps. A
B XaTi r'yCTUA CMOPIiA, BaXK4U 3@ pO3reyYeHnn BYJIMHHNIA MU, yaapus NOMY B
FOMI0BY, 1 BiH MUMOBOJIi 3aTpUMaB BiAAMX. oro BMUTL 3aHy W10, CNa3Mu
30YLWWAN FTOPJIO U nepes o4rma norsnam 4epBoHi Kona. BiH npuxunuecs oo

CTIHKMW.

Cnabkuim ronoc Tuxo 3annTas:

— A xT0 Tam?.. OX...

BaclopeHKO He 3pa3y BiAMNoBiB: CNa3Mm BUB'SNNIN NOro, N BaXKKa
noAopoXX 3apa3 fana cebe 4yTn. Horm noro TpemTinuv, pyku 3BUCAN, i BiH

CTOAB, MPUXUJIEHU 00 CTIHKW, KOBTAO4YuM MoBiTPA.

— Ue 5, Mam0o,— BpeLUTi BAMOBMB BiH.

He 6yno HaBiTb Ha YoMy cicTu. CTinbuUi, NaBy, CTiJl, CKDUHIO LABHO BXe
NpoAaHo 3a 4Yac foBroi xsopobu rocnogunHi. Hibn BUNagkom noTpanuan



NIO4N B L0 NOPOXKHEeYY i 3apa3 niayTb reTb AuLaym NnogepTi CTiHK,
PO335BJIEHY MiY i peWTKN NanepoBmx okpac, wo 6e3nagHo 3BMUCanm i3 cTeri.

BactopeHKo niginwos 0o noay, Ae nexxkasa MaTu, 1 CiB KOJ10 Hel.

— 3MOpPUBCHA 9,— NPOMOBMB BiH, MOB MepenpoLyyun,— Hi4 He cnas, iTu

naneko... Xniba npueis. A B ak? Yu npmuxogmna Mapinka?

MaTwu noBro He Bignosigana. | BaciopeHko noaymas, Wwo Mapika Taku
npuxogwuna, rogysasia mMaTip, onopssAKoByBasna i, i BiH Mo4YaB YyMUTb MapuTH,
L0 BOHa 1 Aani NpuxoanTmuMe, a MOXxe, N 30BCiM BizbMe MaTip Ao cebe. Ax
OCb XBOpa npowlenoTina:

— He 6yno...

Tak. He npuxoauna go4vka Ao maTepi i He npunwna. MNMpokndaTa
baraTinka.

— Mamo,— cKa3aB BiH,— 4 po3Mo4y xniba, a BK noicte. A ToLi CKUHeTe
BCe, 51 3abepy 1 NOCTiNb Ha piuky npaTu. TyT 3agyxa. Ta pa3om i pubu, moxe,

ninMatlo BaM Ha OLWKY.

MaTu MoB4Yana. Bxxe BiCiM MicsLiB BOHa NneXkasia BUCOXJ1a, 3aKIAKNa,
niBHeENpPUTOMHa, 6e3 pyxy, TUXO CTOrHY4Y1 BAEHb i BHOYi. YacoM BOHa He
ni3HaBafNa N CMHa; bangy>xe npunMana XXy, Kosan in 4aBaHO B POT, i HIKOU
He nMpoxana cama. Ha nony, B Kyni xaboTT4, ii 30BCiM HE MpMUMITHO Byno, i
ONS BCiX BOHa M cnpaBAi He icHyBana. TiNlbkn CnH no4vysas Ha cobi Bary il

MepPTBOIro XNTTA.

BactopeHKo MiwoB A0 ABOPY CBOro wypska, KopHindyka. lNMepenwos
BEJINKUI WNAX, BY3bKY Bi4HY BYIMLIO N CMUHUBCA KOO XaTu 3 basgwaHnm
[axoM i MaNlbOBaHWUMM BIKOHHULAMU. [apHa xaTa, a baraTo KJ1onoTy MasB

yepe3s Hel Onekca. Xo4 XxTo HacTynas 6yB — noro xaTy nig wtab 6paHo. A 3a



KJIYHEl0 pO3CTPINAHO ABOX reTbMaHLUiB, WICTbOX MaxHOBLIB Ta TPbOX

KOMYHICTiB. [10Bro kpoB BnaHo 6yno, it xoanam oUBUTUCH.

Ha noagip’i He 6yno Hikoro, i BaclopeHKo 3aiwoB Yy CiHW. TifIbKKU-HO
PUMHYNM ABepi, 3-3a XxaTn Bubirna Mapinka.

— Ue ™n?! — rykHyna BoHa. — On, 60>xe Min, Wwo To 9K HeMma cobaku! 4
3a XaTOol AUTUHY KONULWY — B XaTi ANXATU HIYMM,— a TYT y XaTy
NPOCTICIHBKO nan n 6epun Wwo xo4. Kyamce xnonui noignmce... Cipka Hawworo
BKpageHo, 3Hato N XTO: 3iHYEeHKWN NPoKAATI 3"inm noro, cama 6a4vymna noro
XBOCTa Y iX 3@ KnyHeto. OT 3AuAaHi, npocTn rocrnoaun! A B4opa oABUXHY1acb
[0 NboXy, AnBNOCb — MpunuaeHkKiB KOpKo okpaeub xsiiba 3 xaTn TArHe. Ax 3a
ropogamMm NOro, CYKMHOro CMHa, HarHana, YNCTo PyKu Nokycas, K
odinmana. BepHynacb — y>xe B Moro Cepboru gitsopa xnib ogibpana. OgHa
MyKa, MpocTu rocnoau!

— Oue A NpMNLWOoB CMOBICTUTN,— CKa3aB BacopeHko,— 6yB A Ha CTaHUii,

Tak i Onekca Tam. KasaB BuixaTu KiHbMK, Ta Wwob i iHWKXM Nnepeka3anu.

Mapinka KUHynacb rykatu Xs0mnus 3 KiHbMu:

— Bacwunto, Bacuniwo, Beam KoHi!

BactopeHko ciB Ha npu3bbi. He knn4ye noro Mapinka 0o xatu. boiTbcH,
w06 icTn He Nnonpoxas.

Konwn Bi3 3aTOPOXKOTIB 3 ABOpY. Mapinka Hibu 3HoBYy nomiTuna bpaTa.

— Tv we TyT? — cnuTana BoHa. — Tpeba xaTy 3aMKHYTW, Nigy ONTUHY
onaTm, wob He 3aMWwoB XTO.

— Mapinko,— cka3aB BaclopeHKO,— XO0AUB A B ropof, Ha OCTaHHE
BUMIHSAB NangHuuto. NMpuinwos g, MaTip Harogysas. A Y HAOOBro ctaHe? Bce
BUHIC — MOPOXXHS XaTa, a A oue — 9K €CTb. ONeKca 3epHO NpPuUBI3 — MO3nYTe



nyn. 1 ogpobaio BABIYi. 300p0BMIA A, TiIbKX 3MapHiB Tenep. He Bik ronoay
byTn — ypoamnTb, 3axxmuBemMo. Cama 3Ha€EL, SKNM 9 pobiTHUK, ere, aK pobus
bys! MNo3un4, Mapinko! He ona meHe ue — gnsa maTepi NPocio.

— Nypn 3epHa! — rykHyna Mapinka. — Focnogn nomMunyn, ae Xy Hac Ti
nyaun! Yetsepo Aiten 3 rosiogy NyxHyTb, HANO3U4YaanCb Tak, WO KOHIi CKOPO
nponaBaTMMeM. Ta 4y Tobi 3aMaKiTPMIIOCb — OTaKe CKasaTu: AanTte nyn
3epHa. Buraganm noam, Wo B HaC €CTb, @ T 1 cobi! Hy, Ta TO CTOPOHHI, iM
poOTa He 3aMaXkell, a TU X piaHun, Tex basikaew. Oixxaana on 6bpaTa,
npocTu rocnoaun!

— 3 MaTip'to oCcTaHHIM noginntucs Tpeba,— ckasaB BaclopeHko, He
nigBoasym o4en. — A Tu Xo4 3epHATKO xiba gana?

Mapinka MOB He [04yJfla OCTaHHIX CJiB; BOHa MNoxuTaJsa rosiosoto.

— BcCi Ka)KyTb, i 91 CKa)Ky: NoraHo Tn 3 maTip'to pobuw! He manuin Tn,
cnasa bory, gBagusaTb TpU Ma€w, a 9K anTuHa. MaTip bor kKnnye, a Tn i
Harn0 Ha CBiTi gep>xnw. My4ynw Tn i, rpix To6i, Npuuyto. He NpocnTb BOHa
IcTn, a TN 1l 3anuxaew. Ta 4u BoHa TOOI pigHiwa, HiXK MeHi, 4n ak? A bavy 9 —
Boxxa TyT Bonid, rpix Bennkuin npotn bora ntn,— Mapinka sutepna C/b0o3u:

— [lawn i1 CNOKINHO NMoMepTH...

BaclopeHKO MOCMiXHYBCS 1 MaxHYB PYKOIO.

— To 3Ha4nTb, AK MaTip NOMUPAE, Tak NpUaywWnTK 1i? Ta sk BonogvyeHko

XXiHKY abo MeTpuxa ANTUHY?

BiH nigBiBCsa U rnaHyB Ha cecTpy — 6ad, gka rnagka, 4o KiCTOYKU He

wunHew!

— Twn we npo bora 3ragyeuw... Ta gk BiH 6a4nTb 3 Heba, TO Nokapae Tebe
3@ CKHapiCTb.



Mapinka nepexpecTtunacs.

— Xan meHe bor 60poHNTbL 04 TBOET NOTOCTI!

BactlopeHko niwoB retb. He gixxae BoHa, wob BiH we npocus ii. EX,
HeOypPHO OTO NULWYTb Ha KYPKYiB — He AyLli, a 3aN1i30, KaMiHb TBepAUA.

BiH noBoni npocTtyBaB 0 CBOEl XxaTn. Oue BXXe AiNWOoB BiH A0 Kpato,
HiKyan gani. Xe, nansaHMuUsa Ha ABOX — Le HeHanoBro! A 6inblue HEMAE |

B3ATW Hige.

Kono xatu AHapis HYoboTaps BiH CNMHUBCA N CKUHYB NOAPAHNINA KapTy3:
AHZPIN 3 XKIHKOIO BUHOCWUJIXN Ha KJlagoBuLLe CBOIX XJionuis. 3pobunn mapu 3

nicn, Noknanu ix, HeNOKPUTKUX, | HECYTb Y BOX.

— Kosinm nomepnun? — cnntasB BaclopeHkKo.

— OpgHo BYOpa BBEYepi, a gpyre CborogHi 3paHHs...

— Ta oue nocniwaemMo,— NpomMoBMaa xxiHka,— 60, Ka)KyTb, CbOrOHi

fbaToWwKa XoANTUME Ha MOruJiIKax, MOXOBaHUX rypToM 3aredaTtyBaTunMe.

— OH BOHO fIK,— 3iTXHYB AHAPiN,— HeceMo... a HaC XTO HecTume? TakK i
3rHMEMO B XaTi. Bopywwucs, Napacto!

BoHwn pywiunnn.

Booma BaclopeHKOo CiB 3a XaTOl B X0J10OKY — OW, CreKa NtoTa, OCTaHHI
CUAN NOTOM cxoaaTh! A BiH y>Xe 1 Tak 6yB 3HECMNEHUI 40 Kpatko; 30MAINn
pyKkun, 06Ba>kHiNM Horun, Tino Byno mngaee i akecb rmpgke. byno Bxe 3a
nonyneHb, i BiH 3'iB Tpoxu xniba. Moro 3aHyauno, i BiH Mycus Nartuv nig
XaTol0 Ha CNUHY. Tak fie)xas BiH JOBro — BXXe COHLEe CXUWJIOCh Ha 3axij, a
BiH nne)xaB. O4yen He 3anJioLWyBaB, Ni4 rofoBy NigK/AaB Pykn — i gymaTun He



AyMaB, i crnaTu He cnas. byno Txo, HeBITPAHO, HaBiTb Yy 3aTiHKY AYLUHO, i
BYJINMHUW MW, 34aBaJsioCb, TYMaHOM CTeNNBCA nepepn o4mMma. byno Tumxo.
Tinbkn pa3s 3aTynann KOHi N MOTOPOXKOTINIO — iXann 3 cTaHuii KOpHiNYyK Ta

iHLLI.

Konu coHue 3axoanno, noMy 34a10CH, Wo BiH Tpoxu 36aabopiwas. XoTiB
nigBecTncCs, ane 3 caMol AyMKU Mpo e Tifio Noro 3awemino. BiH 3iTXHYB i

no4as 3aCMHaTU — NOTPOXY, NOBOJII.

BpaHui BactopeHKO NPOKNHYBCSA Mi3HO — COHLE BXXe gobpe 3inwno.
ILOBr1in COH He 3MiUHMB NOro, TiNbKK LWe Binble po3B’AINB i PO3COTaB NOMY
Tino. B rosoBi NOMy CTYKOTINO, N PyKK TpeMTinn. BcepeaunHi cMokTano,
TAC0, XKUBIT HIObU NigBesio axk Ao ropJa. 3 poTa NOMY NaLKIO FTHUJIN3HOIO, |

BiH r'MKaB, MOYyBalo4n TOW cMopif. XoTiB NatoBaTu, ane CamHn He 6yno.

XnNTak4yunch, BiH NiWOB y XaTy. [IMKoI0, CTpaLLUHO BUAasnacsa nomy
Nopo>XKHeva xaTu, bpya i neaBe 4yTHI 3iTxaHHA MaTepi. MosiTpa 6yno moB
LBisla BOga — 34aBaJsioCb, TO CMOPIA 3 NOro poTa 3asuMB XaTy. BactopeHko
CMNHUBCSA 1 Y3ABCHA PYKOIO 33 KOCSK AiBEPEN; BCA XaTa NoTbMapHina nepes

HUM i MONJIMBAA Big HbOIro OaJIEKO reThb.

"Oue Kalok MeHi",— nogyMas BiH, 3anJIIOLW Y041 OYi.

MpoTe BiH We MaB y cobi cmnun. BiH niginwos Ao nony i CiB, X04 rosnoBy

nomy LwMaTyBaso.

— Mamo,— npoMoOBUB BiH.

XBOpa Haacwuy noBepHysa ronoBy. Ha noro rnaHynn 6anpyxxi 3aryckiii
04i 3 )KOBTOr0, a>X CUHLOro 0611M444; Hag 04MMa, KOBTYHOM 36UBLUNC,
3BMCAJI0 HeYecaHe CMBe BOJIOCCH, a nocepeanvHi 6e3nagHolo AipKo YOpHIB
Ha 06/1MYYi po3TysieHun poT. BaclopeHKoOBi 34a10CH, WO MaTu OUBUTbLCS

pPOTOM, @ He o4uMa. Hiwo He Haragysasio NOMY MaTIip, Hi KOJIMWHBLOIO XUTTSA



KOJ10 Hel, Hi Ti TypboT, aHi npaui. Bce 4y>xe 6yno B ii 3MopLukax, y
3aroCTPEeHOMY HOCi Ny HUTOYKaX, Lo 3BUCan 3 1i njevyen 3aMiCTb pyK.

— Mawmo, icTnumeTe? — cnuTtas BaclopeHko.

XBOpa He BOpPYXHYyJlacs; BOHa Jiexxasia Ha CrWHi, N 04i OUBUNCA He
Moprato4dun. Toai napybok ognomMme Tpoxu xsiba, HAMOYMB Yy BOAI 1 MOKAB il

Y POT.

— Mawmo, koBTanTe! — rykHyB BiH.

XBOpa rnoBoJli KOBTHY1a 1 Be3ry4yHo 3asopyLuunna rybamu.

— Mamo, koBTanTe! — rykHyB BiH 3HOBY.

CnouyaTky BiH 6anpny>xe nonasas maTepi xni6. A gani no4yas BigYyBaTU
cepen XxaTHbOI 3a4yXWN YNACTY, MPEKPACHY NaxoLl po3mMmo4yeHoro xniba. Lis
3analwHiCTb 3a/10CKOoTaNla noMy Ayuly, i BiH BAUXHYB Il Ha NOBHI J1IereHi; BiH
HaXMINBCA HaL NansgHULEO N NoHtoXaB 1l 36/1M3bKa — PO3KiLUHI, N’ AHIOYI
CTPYMKM NOBCTaBasn 3-Haf Hel. BiH 3aTpeMTiB; c/inHa BYyNHO puHYysia oMy B
pOT, BiH He CrJibOBYBaB i, i BOHa nagasa TarydymMmum kpanasamum 3 nigbopinns

Ha rpyau.

"B>Xe 4ac i MeHi icTn,— 3 3aXBaTOM AyMaB BiH,— pa3 Ha AeHb, yXe 4ac..."

BaciopeHKo 04/10MMB LLUMATOK, MOKNaB cobi B pOT i 4OBro XXyBaB He
KOBTat4n; a fasi noyas KOBTaTU WBNAKO, 3aNMUXalOYUCh, | 3 KOXKHUM
KOBTKOM JINJINCb NOMY BCepeaunHy Crokin i cuna. BiH 3acrnokolBaBcs,

AACHILlana noro roJiosa.

— "3p0poBUin 9,— ragas BiH,— XTO 3 XJI0MLiB BUXOAUB NPOTN MEHE Ha
By nmui? Oue Tinbku Tpoxu 3aHenas. ['en, 9kbn He maTu — xiba nponagas

6u? Ha NonTtaswmnHy 4m KniswmHy nogasca 6, ckpisb 3apobnto. Matu



npubopkKana MeHe — TyT HIYOoro He BAiEwW. A He Mapinka 1 He BosiogyeHko,
wob nogen aywntn. MaTip OrnsHy — Take gino".

| pepani, To erwe cTaBaso NOMY N CNOKiMHIWe. MNpucnaHi ronogom mpii
oropTasnu noro. BiH ragas npo MawunHy, KO MOXXHa HanycTtuTun goul. Lo
TaKy MallMHYy MOXHa 36yayBaTu — BiH B6yB TOro nesHuin. Mlomy yasnsascs
BE/INYE3HUN NapoOBUK,— MOXKe, CTO pa3iB Binblni 3a NapoTar, SKUM BiH
npuixas, i 4OBra-goBXes3Ha ayna, i BCTPOMJIEHO 1T aXK Yy OKisH. Mo Tin gyai
TArHe BOAY C0OW, a TYT Ii KNOa€e ooropun, W BOHa naga€ gowem. MNig Hum
KpacyTbCA HUBW, HANIMBAKOTb 3€PHO, XUNATb 4040y Ba)KKUN KOJOC... A
nanbko CTenaH Kaxe, Wo Mu — aypHuus, Tak cobi — noHb Ta posiTpu. A
NOTAr — TeX TbXy? A eponnaH? A nictpudecTtBo? O, BiH YuTas,— AK nponge
KOMYHa, ToAi CKpi3b nicTpmn4ecTBo byne. A ronog xiba 3a komyHu byne? BiH
3HaE, WO KOMYHa — ue nobpe, Tak Tpeba, Ta TiNbKM X HApPOA — XOY KiJIOK Ha
ronosi Tewn. OH TuMiw YO0BEHKO, WO NaHa BUrOHMB ByB Ta 3 4epBOHOIO,
XYyCTKOIO 4yepes rpyam xoams, npo ceobony kpnyaB — Tenep cobi 4o komepuii

B3ABCS, MO XNib I301UTb Ta Kax<e:

— Yoro ue Bu, nogn pobpi, He 36epeTech Ta He BCMNETEe MeHi rapaymx
K010 360pHi 3a Te, WO A BacC i3 NaHTennky 36msas?

A BYUTENIb KaXe:

— KomyHa — ue aynsa 1o6i nig Hic.

AypHuin Hapopn! Xnib xan nanyTb, KaXyTb. be3 KoMyHU xunu. Ckpisb Npo
cMepTb... Mane n cTtape — cMepTb, CMepTb. MOB HI4Y0ro Ha CBiTi Hemae. A

caMi Ha MicuUi cMoATb — HY U KOCUTb IX...

— [ypHi,— roJI0CHO NMPOMOBWB BiH i MPUMITUB WOCb HenesHe. BiH
3/19KaHO NiABIBCA N 03UPHYBCA HaBKpyru. Kosio noro 3amicTb y4opa rno4vaTtoi
nangaHULi Ne)xaB TiflIbK1 HeBENNYKNIM obnaMaHnin oKpaeub. BiH He BipuB

CBOIM O4aM; BiH HaXWUAMBCH, 3arfigHyB Nig Nia — 4un He Bnas byBa e WMaTOK.



He 6yno, He 6yno. Lle BiH 3'IB NnanaHUUO, HEe NOMiYao4n 3a AyMKaMu. XKax

HaMB NOMY AyLly; BiH CTOSIB MOB 34epeB’AHINNN.

— Mapntoka a,— wenoTiB BiH,— NajgJitoka, ctepso. MaTip norpabysas.

3 Tyrn, 3 HeHaBuUCTi [0 camoro cebe BiH aXk Nocipis. Ha MaTip COPOMHO
Byno rnaHyTun, rmako 6yno novyBaTu ypyYaHHSA CBOro LWyHKa. BiH MaxHyB

PYKOIO.

— lMponapgan yce!

B noMy MOB WOCh ypBasocCh, i cTano nomy banpyxxe. Moeoni BiH BUTAr 3-
nig MaTepi N1axmiTTs, B34B YOO04YKY | HAKOMNaB 4YepBu; Yepsun bynum rnnboko, n
BiH LLOBro KOJlynaBs LinKoM cyxy 3emJto. [oTiM BiH niwosB 0o pivyku. Cneka
HaABOpi HarHana Ha noro we Ginbwe 6anayx>xxs. BiH iLWoOB 9K cHoBMAA.

Ocb i pidyka. BaclopeHko cnuHmMBCA. Boaa nexxana nepen HAM CNoOKinHa,
HepyxoMa, oabmnBato4m Ha CBOIN PiBHUHI Tak caMo 3aBMepJie be3xmapHe

Hebo0. lNMicoK | KaMiHb NeKJIn HOrn.

BiH po3parca n novas npaTtu. bes xanto 6mMB XXoBTe, axx pyae 3 bpyay,
ApaHTa 06 KaMiHb, Tep NiCKOM i Nonockas. MNoTiM NOBICUMB NOr0 Ha KaMiHHAX
COXHYTM, @ caM, rosiun, B3IBCA A0 JIOBUTBU. BylyKaB 3 KaMeHs Ha KaMiHb,
3aKmpgatydm Byaodky. OamH 606ump nimmaBca — BiH TpUMaB NOro B pyui,— a
Binbwe He 6panock. Mocoxna BGinnsHa, NPMXOANAN KOPOBU MNTK, KyNaancb
AiTn, BaclopeHKo KNHyB ninMaHoro 606bups y Boay n noysasnas 4O40MY.

Baooma BiH He Mir 3HanTu cobi micus. CiB 3a xaTolo, afe NepenLloB y
CiHun; TyT 6yno NpoxosoaHo, i BiH Nir, ane Hyabra n 6esHagia 6ynm 3 Hum
nopyd. BiH BCTaB i 3HOBY BUWLLOB Ha MNoABip'a — COHLE NaxHyJs10 oMy
NpPoCcTO B 06211444, Haf rosI0BOIO TArHYys0csa Hebo, AK po3neyYeHuin KNInM, i

HaBKpyru byna Tuwa Ta 3aBMepsli XaTwu.



“Ta AK e ue a? — ragas BiH. — K e g He NpuMiTUB? EX, CKa3aHo:

ronogHe-6esnam’'aTHe".

BactopeHKo pa3 y pa3 BOpyLWMB L0 AYMKY, i Aefani TOCKHile cTaBaso
nomy 1 rmakiwe. ronosa noro 6yna noxmna n pykn mMnaBi. BiH OKMHYB OKOM

3aBaneHnn Nbox, byp’sH y ABOPI N CBOIO XaTy B PAMLUSAX.

— Eren,— npomMoBMB BiH r0JI0CHO,— MNPUXOAATb KiHUi. XTO X04 XaTy

npoa4aTN MOXXe, a MeHi 3acb.

MpoTe He Takui BiH, WOB6 NarTm Ta cMepTi XAaaTu. Ka)kyTb, WO 3 Kypito
XO4 MoraHumn, a ECTb NOXXNTOK. BOPOLWHO AKOCH i3 HBOro pobnaTk. MiTu

PO3MNNTATUCh.

BiH HacyHyB Ha noba KapTy3 i niwos 00 360pHi.

Kono 360pHi, K i 3aBxau, BCA rpoMaga. KypKkyniB He BUAKO — Ta WO 1M,
N0 Hux 36opHsa cama npunge... babn okpemo, 40N0BIKM CaMi, @ HacoM
3inQyThCa — TOAI 340iNMMAETbCA ranac. Tak i CboroaHi — BCi B O4HIN Kyni.
MocepenunHi ctapa Kangsbuxa, a npotn Hel gagbko CtenaH, po3naTsaHun,
6e3 KapTy3a.

— NypHa Tn 6aba,— Kaxxe BiH,— [0>XWJa 00 CUBOIro BOJIOCY, @ PO3yMy

KaTMa.

— A Tn npoknaTun! — rykana 6aba. — A Tn aHTUxpucT! CTOPOHITLCS,
noan pobpi, B nomy cataHa cngutb! MigiTe cami B ropo noameiTbcd. Ha
CBOI 04i ba4ynna — MnKonNn-yrogHmKa ikoHa HoBa cTana, MmaTepi boxxoi —
HOBa i BLWeCTA HoBe. Hapoay — He nponjell, a 601bWOBNKK Harasmm
PO3roHATb. boxe Min, oTox Yyno! Benntb bor TepniTn, MMNOCTbL CBOIO
asnge. MNpurybunace 1, HaBKOMiIWKK BNana, Nlocnogn, nutato, 4m byne
BpOXXan? | 4yl0o — WOMOTUTb XTOCb: Byae Bpo)Kan. PixkTe MeHe Ha LuMaTKw,

konu bpewy!



— Ta 4un byae bor 3 Takot AypHoto 6anakaTtn? — cnuTas AA0bKO
CtenaH. — Ex, 6a60, xan meHi bor nansgHuuto cneye. Bu npo bora ckpi3b, a

NyTTA 3 NOro Hifgkoro. IkoHn, 6a4, MOHOBJIOE, @ KOMY 3 TOro Tenao?

NA0bKN 3aCMiANNCh.

— BaunTtb bor — 3yb6oxinm noan,— noaaB AaOobkKo MNuann,— To BiH Cam
cobi peMOHT pobuTs.

Ane monoauui oasenn 6aby Kangsiobuxy Habik, i BOHa po3noBigana im
nani. 0aabko CTenaH nJjtoHyB.

— On, BpegHa ous 6aba! Tinbkn MyTb HaBOAUTL. Haginteck, Kaxe, o4
bora Bce. A ska TaM Hagif, Koau nyxHemo 3 rosiogy. baynmo, fika XXunTka
Halla, Halo o4i 3amMa3yBaTun? NMNoanxaeMo, OH BOHO LLO.

— Moanxaemo, Ta He BCi,— NPOMOBUB MaJIeHbKUA AA0bKO Muann,— oH
Tumiw posins Bxxe AN A0YKM KYMNUB, YYMTENS Ha MYy3UKY HaHAB. XBainTbCS,

LLIO Ha BECHY MOTOP KYNUTb MOJIOTUTU,— Y MEHE, Ka)ke, MO-EBPOMENCbKOMY
byne.

— [ecaTb XaT y>e KynuB,— CyMHO A04aB XTOCb,— [ABa NyAnN AYMEHI0 —

Ta N xaTa.

Ix 6yna wina KOMMNaHia Koo 360pHi. XKiHKK iXHIi noMepnn, 4iTn Tex
nomMepsn 4m po3birnnuceh, XxaTy NpoAaHo 3a ABa NyaAun s4MeHto. Hallo BOHa,
XaTa, KOJIM HEMAE XiHKN, rocnofapcTsa, KOJIM CaM IMWMBCA AK naneub? |
NOyTb BOHW 3 TUMU nygamum 0 360pHi; TyT XXUBYTb Ui BEUKI BycaTi cMpoTn,
MOKW CTaHe IXHIX NyAiB, a K He CTaHe — Hi4Yoro He BAiew, Tpeba NyxHyTN.
CborogHi oamH onyx, 3aBTpa — APYrvn, a 3a A€Hb, OUBUCH Y)XKE N HEXXNBUI.
OfHecyTb MOro Ha KJlafoBuULLLE, 3aKOMNaTh, @ HA MOro Micue HOBUIN yXKe
cupoTa. He meHwae ixHboro bpaTtcTea!



He 6yno TyT ckapr, HapikaHHS, MPOKJAbOHIB. CMepTb NpunmManmn 6es
»Xanis, He guByBanmncs 3 Hel. B4yopa nomep Bacunb, cborogHi NaHac, 3aBTpa

. A Taki, aK 4a4b6Ko MNnnun, Tak we n rnysysanu:

— Yu ckopo,— nutae,— MeHi amba byne?

My4nnmcb TUXO, XOBaAOYNUChb. TSXXKO TObi — mign gecb i CTOrHW. A Ha

nogax byab secenuin, He ckurau. Bcim Ba)kko, He Tobi camomy.

| Tak NnpocTo 6yBa€: XOAUTb, XOAUTb NOANHA XyAa, aX KiCTHAK
CTYKOTUTb, TOAiI, AUBUCH, KPYriwaTn NO4YNHAE, COKOM HibW HaMBa€ETbLCA,
4oOIT i3 cebe 30iNHATU HE MOXe, TakK TOBLUAE. TiIbKN CU3a, a) CUHSA 3 InUS
pobnTbLCSA — ToAi BXXe X04 i ICTK I Aan, He noMmoxxe. OnyXx — 3Ha4YnTb Kpawn,
KatoK. MMona3nTb Tak Tpoxu, a Todi n ayba factb Ha By AuUi, Mig TUHOM YK

KOJ1I0 XaTu — Ae npunaeTbCs.

— A ocb i Min cnacuTenb! — rykHys asaabko CtenaH Ha BaclopeHka. —
3popoB byab, xnonye! 9k Tobi noeTbca?

— MoraHo,— BiANOBIB TOH,— KiHLUi NnpuxoaaTb. Oue Xo4y cnuTaTu, AK

Noro 3 Kypito xnib nevyTb?

— KunHb nNpo Kypin,— ckaszas a4sagbko MNMuann,— 3 noro TisibKn WwBnaLle

cMepTb ByBa€. Po3inpe »XMBIT, NOKa4Ya€ELWCA TPOXWU, Ta U Ha TOW CBIT.

— BuxoauTb, | TYT He 3a4enmnuca,— NpoMoBmnB BacopeHkKo.

— A Hawo YinnaTuce? — npomoBuB AAAbkKo CTenaH.— Cnyckanca Ha
AHO. | 0TO YyAHO MeHi — B’eTbCsA, 6’eTbCA cepadara, a O4AHAKOBO
BUTArHETbCA. T Ha MeHe noamBucCk. MNMpunnwos 9 [oa0OMYy, 9K TU MeHe
PO3B’'S13aB, aXK XXiHKY MO0 BXXe 00 bora ogHecnu. A giten n’'atepo, i 6ic ix He
bepe. Ob6cnnann Kpyrom, ANBAATLCA Ha MeHe. 9K CTYKOHYB A KyJlJakOM Mo
CTONi — TiKanTe Kyaun 3Ha€eTe, Wob i Ayxy Baworo He 4yB! 3n19Kanuncs,
PO3CUMannNCh, 9K MULWI pyAi. 3aMKHYB 5 XaTy 1i A0 300pHi. TBiN 38TbOK,



KopHinyyk, niBTopa Nyaa Oa€ 3a xaTy, a g He 6epy, xan nogaBuTbCs. Lo
MeHi 3 Toro nyga? [liten He Haro4yt HUM, 3Hato, WO Nponaay, He BPATYE BiH
MeHe. [1ofoXHY, NOIAATbL MEeHe YepBu, oue N NOXUB, 3Ha4YuTb. lNpasaa,
ToBapuwy? — BiH ygapus no nnedi gagbka MNuanna.

Manun osaabKo 3aCMiABCA.

— Take CTepBO N YepBU He ICTUMYThb.

Ctapy Kanaswbunxy nosenn monoauui BrowaT — BOHa 3 TOr0 »Xuna.
Kono 360pHi cTuxano; cnainm no Kifibka N roMoHinn Tnxo. Ane BacopeHko
Ai3HaBCS HOBUHM — aMepUuKaHLi, WO NMpo HMX AaBHO Bxe 6anakatTb, Takun
MaloTb 3aBTpa NpuixaTn i iICTU faBaTUMYTb MaJIMM Ta XBOpPUM. HiXTO TOMy He
NHAB Bipn. BaclopeHKO KMHYBCA A0 CTapoCTW — 3anucaB MaTip. A cTapocTa

Kaxe:

— BbaraTo BXe nonyxJso 3 aMepukaHCbKUX 00iLAHOK.

Ane amepukaHUi Taku npuixanu. NMpaeaa, He 3aBTpa, a Yepes TpU OHi, |
He aMepuKaHLi, a ynpasuTesni 3 NoBiTy. 3ibpasn 4EKOro 3 WAAXeTHUX —
CTapoCTy, BYUTENs, TUMOLLA Ta KOJIMWHLOIO KpaMaps, nopaguance Ta
oakpunu ctonosy. NMobunuce 6abun, KoMy KyxosapuTu, a ctapa KaHastobuxa
CKasana:

— He >xTe, nioan pobpi, Tii ctpasn. BoHa oa gnasona, 60 xugn im

BO3ATb. TbXy Tpuyi!

Konu Bugasanu nepuy rnavky, Bce ceso Oyso Koo rpoMajCbKol XaTu.
Hann TinbKK TUM, WO iX CTapocTa 3anncas. Jananm Moa04YHOI Kawi, xniba
6inoro n no cknsHui Kakao. LLlacinei nwnm WBUAEHBbKO reTb, a iHWi NOXMYpPO

Ka3aJin:

— 9kbun xo4 a4YmMiHHOro, Ta BCiM. OTaka nNpaBaa.



Kasanun, wo ctapocTa 3anucas, KOro cxoTiB, a cebe noM’aHyB axk ABiui. |

poaundyiB CBOIX, | NpUATENIB.

Bce ToBapuncTBo 3 360pHi CTOANO TYT | MOBYKU AVMBUIIOCH, aXK MOKU

KiHYMIM BUOABaTW.

— OT MyAapauisa,— ckasaB 4a4abKo MNunun,— gatTb 4iTAM Ta XBOPUM, a
MW Mi4 L0 KaTeropito He Nigxoanmo.

— A pe Mol aitn? — npomosBuB osaabko CtenaH,— PO3BiSNnCh, SK KypsiBa,
3abirnu geckb... A BOHO 1 Kpalle — rnoBMUpaTb MasiMMu, nxa He

3HAaTUMYTb.

3aragysanuv aposa pybaTun B igasbHIO, ane oaabkn B 360pHi Bynin BXKe Ha
Te 6e3cuni. A aagbko CTenaH Noka3as CBOK PYKy — BOHa Oyna nyxka, Ky

HEMOBATKM, i My4Kn Bym MOB HATOYKaMM nornepes’a3yBaHi. Onyx AsS4bKO.

BaclopeHKO noxanuem Hic Xy 40 XaTWu. BiH 4YMCTO 3HeMIrcsd, ctosa4m B
yep3i,— 3 TOro OH4, K rnosiacysas 6yB nansHUUED, N 3epHATKA B POTi HE
MaB. Tpu OHI NOCTMUB, a LUMATO4Y0K MaTepi 3bepiras, noro o06an44s
3MiHMN0CA: bopofa Nopocsia HEPIBHUM KJI04YSM, O4i 3anasin i HiCc cTaB
TOHEHbKUN, K Tpico4ka. CaM BiH AKOCb BUTANCs Bropy v BuoaBaBCs HaAMipy
BUCOKMM. 3’ABUS1IACA B NOr0 3BMYKA — TEPTU PYKOK H0J10, HiIBM BUTUpato4n

Habirnum niT.

BBinwoB 0o xatu, BaclopeHKo nepesiB AyX i MPOMOBUB Xpunyye:

— Mawmo, 4yeTe... anu, NpUHIC BaM...

BiH Ha MUTb 3anNaOWMB 0Yi 1 NOTep A0JIOHED H0J10. I7Iomy XOTiNOCb

3iFHYTUCb | TaK XO4UTW.



MaTu He o3MBanack. Napybok NOCTaBUB XKy Ha MiNl i HAXUANBCA Ha g,
XBOpPOIO — BOHa Oyna Hexunsa. CH ypa3s BiA4YYyB MepTBEHHY XoslogHeuy i

Tina, asie BOPYLUUB 1l N F'yKaB:

— Mamo, 4yeTe! Ka €CcTb, icTMMeTe... Kawa, xni6é gobpwuin... Mamo,
yyeTe?

Ta maTu MoBYana. BaclopeHKO BUNPOCTABCA N MaxHYB PYKOIO.

Ex, He BMXXnna maTtu, He nong in. bigkanack yBech Bik i nomepsa nig
Xy roauvHy. | icTu BiH 11 NPUHIC, a BXXe HenoTpibHo. He BpATYyBaB BiH 1I —
MoXXe, akbu He 3'iB ToAi NansAHuUi Ta AaBaB in 6inblie, To N goaep>xasa 6. A

Tak — Mil1o BCe NpaxoMm: Hi MoMy, Hi in.

BactopeHKO CiB Ha nis i CXUNmB rosioBy. B KOXKHOMY KYyTO4YKY CBOIro Tifla
BiH No4yBaB yToMy i 6inb. LLleMinm noro pyku, Horm, B ronosi 6yao xonogHo i

B pOTi cyxo. B KiMHaTi BiH ByB Hibn cam.

PanTom BiH 3ragiaBs npo NpuHeceHy Xy. Hawo in nponagaTtn? MaTun

nomepna, in HenoTpibHO, a BiH MoXXe 3'iCTu.

BaclopeHKOo B3iB MUCKY B PYKN N HECnoAisaHO MiLLHO CTUCHYB ii. 3
NEepLUOro »X KOBTKA MOro 0Xonuso skecb 6oxxesinnsa: BiH peas xib, CTorHas,
XeKaB i npynagas 40 MUCKKN BCIM 061MY4aM. 3@ XBUJIMHY BiH yCe CMOPOXXHUB
i BUIN3aB MUCKY A3MKOM. ka 3abpaniia MOMy OCTaHHI CUAK; BiH yNaB KoJlo

Noay N nexas, HAaCoJI0AHO NOYYyBaKYM MJIOCTb CBOIrO Tisla, CNOKI | HECTOMY.

HapBeuip BiH migBiBCA 1 HannecA Bogun. BiH ByB kBosnn, ane
bagbopiwmnn. MaTtu nomepna — reun, Tenep wnax nepen HUM! Ckpisb
3apobuTb, CKpi3b Nt0anHOW byae. MNige Ha KMiBWMHY, NO0AacTbCA Ha
MontaBwmnHy — maTmme xnib, 60 pobiTHMK BiH Bo06punn, NOTPIGHUA.



BiH noTArHyBCS, asne pyku nomy onyctmnncb. Cunm Hemae... Xiba BiH 00
poboTun roanTbcA? Xiba BiH NaHTyX niginme? XToO MOro, Takoro, Bisabme? A
Aopora we ganeka — nigi6’eTbcs, Tak i NnoMpe gecb cepen creny.

Cy™m i pobpe 3HaHa Hyabra obropHynu noro. BiH 3ragas, WO B XaTi
MpeLb, i NOMYy MOTOPOLLHO CTasio cepel NpucMepky. BiH ogunHUB aBepi — Ha
Hebi 3inwoB 6nignn micaub i Hag obpieM HM3anUCs 30pi.

BaclopeHKO CTUCHYB KyJlaka. Brnieplwe 3a Micsaui ronony npokuHynachb y
MOMYy 3NiCTb i 3ayLunna nomy cepue. BiH 3pobusca noxmypui i Hacynms
6posu.

"OH BOHO $IK,— rafasB BiH,— roayBaB, HAHbKO 6yB, a Tenep nomepna
MeHe 3a coboio TarHe. BMina MaTn XX1TuK 1 NnpautoBaTu, a BMEPTU HE BMina.

E, Ta wo n kazaTu!"

BiH 3HaB, WO rnMHe, WO He XXNBOTITN NOMY, | ANKa cnpara 00 XUTTH
3anasiana B HbOMY LWajeHM BorHeM. BiH XoTiB npautoBaTu, BiH NO4yBaB
cebe po3yMHiWMM 04 CBOIX 3eMSAKIB, @ AKOM e Nigy4YnTNCa TpoOXnm — Kyam
TaMm Ti ariTatopu, wo npuisgunn! | BiH MycuTb NoMepTn B Ui XaTi y paMuUAX?

Bcs icToTa noro obypunacs.

A wo akbuy 3MOBYaTU, HE Ka3aTu, WO MaTn NnoMmepan? BiH ak OCTOBMIB 3
Li€l ayMkun. laBaTMyTb DKy Hibn gna Hel, a BiH icTuMe caM. Tinbkn Tpu-
4OTMPW OHIi — i BiH Noay>X4ya€, HabepeTbCcsa cunm i Nnige ToAi Ha 3apobiTku,
BM6G'€TbCHA, CBOro ainge.

LUsa nymka oxonuna BaciopeHka 1 He nycKana Bifg cebe.

TinbKW TP OHI 3MOBYaTU — i BiH YPSATOBAHUN.

Ta Tinbkn xiba BAEpXUL Mepus TPU AHi B XaTi Nig Taky cneky? Ha Tpu
By nmui 4yt byae. BuHecTtn Tpeba Tino... Mobavate? Toai BCe nponano. Lo
pobuTn, AKy pany natun?



BiH CTOAB 3aMUCNeHnn i HiKoNK He nNo4vyBaB cebe Takum bescnnnm,
HIKYEMHUM | HELWWLACHUM. A XXUTW XOTiNOCb, oW, Ta we 1 ak! Tpu aHi, Tpn OHI

— i BiH ypsAATOBaHUN.

BaciopeHKo ragas:

"OT Bysna MaTu XKBa, YN A HE OOrISAHYB 11, YN He roAayBas [0 KiHUa? A

Tenep yxe HeMma 1. To He MaTu nexuTb Tam".

BiH cTosiB OBro, HEMOB 3ak/saK. Micaub NamMB nocepen Heba, i 3-HaAa
piYKM KOTUACb Npoxosiofa. BiH noBToptoBas pa3 y pas:

— To BXe He MaTun. MaTepi HeMaeE.

BpewTi BiH HaBa>XMBCA. BBIiNLWOB y XaTy NMOBHUM KPOKOM, B35B MepLs B

06inMn, BUHIC i KWNHYB Y 3aBasieHU NboX. MNoTiM Npucayxascs.

HNpyroro oHSa BactopeHKo npuHic cobi iXXy. B xaTi BiH Tak 3/189KaBCs, WO
TPOXW He BMYCTUB MUCKW: Ha MOJy fiexkasna noro maTtun. BiH cnnuHmnecs,
BOJIOCCS MOMY HaKa4dunock. MoTiM BiH 3ragas, WO caM YHO4Yi HAGBMUCHO
CKpyTuB 3 xaboTTsa onygano, wob xTo BBiNAe, TO 34aBasoCh, WO TaM

IO ANHa NeXXNTb.

BiH mocTaBMB MUCKW, asie NaK HE MOKUHYB 1oro. OrasHyB xaTy — BOHa

6yna Tak camo NMopoXxHs, obaepTa i Npunasa NUIOM.

YTomneHun BiH 6yB cTpalwleHHo. Hiv MnHyna byna dyaHa: BiH nexaB i 4n
TO AyMaB MNpo WOCh i He MIr 3ragaTu, Y1 NPOCTO KYHSB, pa3 y pa3
NPOKMAAKYNCH, @ CNPaBXHbLOIro CHY He By0. A HOYi KOPOTKI — 3iNWwo
COHLE, MaxHyJ10 XXapoM, Haneko 3eMJ110; ANXaTu HiYnUM, MaMopoynTbLCH

rOJI0Ba, XO4YETbCS IEXATU N NiexaTu.

Ane BiH NigBiBCA — Hi, BiH CXONMBCA. Hikonu we cepue noro He bunocb
TaK roCcTpo; MOB NYrot pi3oHYyJla NOro AyMKa, Wo BiH MaTip CBOKO BUKMHYB,



K nagno, 9k goxny cobaky. MNMepwe 6a)kaHHA noro 6yno NTu Kyanucb faneko-
naneko, wob i BiTep 3 ubOro Kpat He gonitas Ao noro. Ane cun byno Tak
MaJlo, WO KOXXHUI pyx 6onis nomy.

"Kyon TikaTu? — 3 )KaJsieM ragaB BiH.— 3rosiogHiB f... Hemae meHi nyTi".

BiH Tep pykoto 4010 1 HacyrnJoBas 6pPoBU.

MoTpoxy BiH 3aCNOKOKBAaBCS; BYOPALLHE M0Yasio BUAABATUCA NOMY BXe
He TakuM CTpawwHMM. He 3api3aB e BiH N0AVHY! XTO BUnge CUHOM MpoTKn
noro? e, 6a4mB BiH CMHIB abo O04Y0K Takux, K Mapika. XTO CMi€ noMy 3a

MaTip raHbbmn gatun?

"On, 6aba 9,— oymaB BiH,— Ta we 1 6aba Benmka".

AypHunus Bce ue. byne )untun, npauyrBaTuMe, i NIOLAAM i3 HBOr0 KOPUCTb
byne. Y4NTUMETBLCA, KHUMM BEAUKI YNTATUME, @ KHUXXKY MPOYMTa€ELLl — MOB
coHue 3inge. lNipko gobyBas BiH HayKy, a Takn AiNWOB. PaHiwe naHaM TiflbKn
Bbyno, Tenep He Te — Tenep iXHHA, roponax ripkKnx, Yepra npunLina.

BiH 3HOBY MapuB npo KuiBwmnHy Ta MNMonTtaswunHy. 9K Ka3as KOpHin4yykK —
He cobaymnHy, a CBUHATUHY B bopuwy, knagyTb, 3apobuw, napybye, nobpe!

O06ipg BiH y34B. A NOBEepPHYBCHA — i 3HOBY BiH BYB MOB NIUCT OCiHHIW, B'Ann,
XKOBTUN | 6esnopagHuin. NMocTaBmB XXy Ha Nin i cam ciB KO0 onypana. Bin
byB, AK n0AgMHa, WO NigHa1a HagMipHY Bary; B nomy He 6yso Hi cnnn, Hi
OYMKW XXNBOI — BCe Te MNoKoLUeHe, NoTonTaHe i BITPOM po3HeceHe.

JleHb TArcs OoBro;, 4acom 34aBaJ1oCs, WO BiH | HE KIHYNTbCS HIKON.
BactopeHKO cupaiB 3irHyBLUMCH | MOYYyBaB, K 3aTiKatoTb NOro HOMN 1
KNAKHYTb PyKW. A BiH i He AyMaB ycTaBaTu. B ronosi nomy 6yno cipo 1
B6e3MeXxHOo, K YHO4I B CTeny cepep CHiris. Yacom BunavBana AyMkKa, Lo
MEpPTBSAK — y>XKe He NIANHaA, Wo NtoanHa byBae 40TU, MOKK XKKBA; HYacOM
ragas npo MonTtaBwmHy, oe xniba 6arato n 3apobuTn MOXXHa,— i BCe Te



HEBMPA3HO, HEMOB Yy>Xe, pO3TONJtoBanocs 6e3 oCTaHKy B CipuHi MOro

roJioBu.

He4yTHO npuinwos BeYip. BaclopeHKO NOMIiTMB NOro, K bysa Bxe Hid. BiH
Hacuny NiaBiBCS, BUPUHALOYM 3 3a0yTT4, | pO3KMAAB reTb HaKpy4YeHe Ha nonay

onypnano. NoTiM BUALWOB i CTaB KOJI0 JIbOXY.

— CoBiCTb My4UTb,— NOAYMaB BiH,— OH BOHO WW0. My4unTb, LWUMATYE,

B'an1nTb MeHe. [lponas 4.

BiH ciB Ha Npn3bbi N CXMNMB roNoBYy Ha pyKK. Konun BiH NigBiB rososy,
BXKe CBiTas0. PO3ropHyIMCb Ha CXO4i POXXEBi XMapUHKN, 3aKnybo4nnnce,

HaJIMBAKYNChb XAPOM, | 30 CoHLE.

B uen neHb, a MoXe, Ha Apyrun npunwnia Mapinka. BoHa 3gnbana 6bpaTa

B XaTi — BiH f1e)xaB [0J1i 1 He BOPYLUUBCS.

— Tw We XUBUIA? — ryKHyJia BOHa.

BiH nigBiBCS N ONBUBCS Ha CECTPY, He Mi3Halo4U.

— Yoro o4i Bupa4me? Lle A, Mapinka. KaXxyTb, MaTu nomepsa, Lo TU He
xoguw obig 6paTw.

— lMomepna,— BiANOBIB BiH.

Mapinka noba4nna Ha NoJay MUCKY 3 Kallet, Kakao i 6innin yepcTeun
xNi6. Myxu poinnce Hag TUM YOPHOK XMapoto.

— O! — cka3ana BoHa.— Oue Te, WO aMepuKaHLi gatoTb! ARy,

NOKYLUTYBaTW.

BaclopeHKO CTynHYyB A0 Hel N N'YKHYB CTPaLlHMM, MOpenaHmnM rojlocoMm:



— He 3ammman! Tobi csoro mano!

— CBAaT, cBAT! — Mapinka nepexpectunacb.— Ti0 Ha Tebe, akKnmn
CKaxeHumn ctas! Xanm nomy rpeub, Tin DKi. T CKaxku, ge T MaTip LiB. Tu

noxosas ii?

BiH moB4aB. Mapinka 3acmMisinace.

— ocb HixTO He 6a4umB, K TK 1l XOBaB... [le BoHa?

BiH moB4YaB. Mapinka rykHyna:

— Mpoknatnn! Tn 3'iB il.

BoHa nobirna retb. BaclopeHKo CiB J0J1i 1 NOXMYPO AMBUBCH, K MyXU

CMOXXMBAJSIM aMEPUKAHCbKY DKY.

3a XBUAMHY Hapog i3 360pHi nocyHyB A0 BacopeHKOBOI XxaTun. BCi 6irnm
NOAVMBUTUCL — TaKoOro we He byne, wob xTo maTip 3'iB.

Monepeay nocniwana ctapa KaHa3twbuxa. BoHa npubirna nepwa n
nepexpecTuna xaTy:

— Cnacu n coxpaHum Hac o4 NIoaoxXKepa...

Becb ABip Hannecsa HapoaoM. babu wToBxanuce, Wob ctaTm nonepeqy.
MNepekasyBanu, Wo XTocb 6ayms, 9k BaciopeHko binlyBaB MaTip i BHOYI BapuB
3 Hel WwKy. JoragyBanuck, Wwo 1 Mmanmm CaB4nMm CUH, WO Nponas, MilloB TexX
BactopeH— KOBi Ha neYyeHio.

[onoBa cinbpain NOCTYKaB LiNKOM y ABepi.

— Buxogsb.



BaciopeHKO BMNLLOB i CNMHUBCSA Ha NOpo3i, Aep»Xaduck 3a asepi. Bci
OMKHYNN — BiH NOBCTaB Hibn 3 4OMOBUHN, Cyxnn, 3ropbneHnn, SKNnCob
MOKPYYEHUA, MOB KOPH.

— Mpwu3HaBancs, Tu 3'IB MaTip?— rykHyB rosoBsa.

— Hi,— BignosiB BaciopeHko.— BoHa cama nomepra, a s BUKNHYB 11 Yy
JIbOX.

— bpewe, bpelwie,— 3aroMoHiNM HaBKPYTru.

onoBa cinlbpaun 3BeNiB OrJIAHYTU NbOX. TaM cripaBAi siexkano Tino.

— Twn Hawo Tak 3pobume? Tn 3HAELL, K CTPOro Ternep HaWoT MEpPTBAKIB?
LLlo6 3apa3un He 6yno! Tobi niHbkn 6yno noxoBaTtu!

babu 6ynn HeBpoBosneHi. Kazanu, wo BactopeHko Bxe gobpe maTip 06’iB,
a CbOroAHi BHOYI AOKiH4YMB 6u, Tak oue nepebunw.

— Wo6 Tn MeHi nbox 3aknpas! LLlo meHi TyT 3apa3un He byno. Yyew?

BaclopeHKO NoxnuTas roJioBoo.

— Hi,— npomMoBMB BiH,— Hecua BXXe MeHi.

onoBa cinbpaan yoapue NOro LiNkKomM.

— O, 3noatora! To ue A mywy pobutun?

HaTtoen po3xoanscs. Ctapa KaHa3tobuxa Ka3sana, wo ue micue tpeba
MOCBATUTN.
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