Hobpe onxanocs 3paHkKy B cTapomy aybosomy nici. MNoBiTpsa naxnio
3BOJIOXKEHMM NINCTAM, BOHO ronybino mixx ctosbypamu, i [anmHa Hag
BepxiBKamMu gepes Oyna KpuwTaneBo YNCTa, KpUwiTaneso A3BiHKaA. KOpko
MNLLIOB NO CTEXWHI, WO npossfrasa Mi>K 3apoCTAMU KiIHCbKOrO LLABJIO, LU0
cBiTMnacsa 6inMM NiCKOM NOMiXK BEIMKNMU, i3 TPEMTKUMU KpanJnHaMu B
»xonobkax, nonyxamu, i B noro gyui 6yno Tak caMo paHKOBO 1 NMPOX0JI04HO,
K y NiITHbOMY Jlici. BiH papgiB, WO CbOroAHi Takn NPOCHYBCSA BYAaCHO, WO He
OYikyBaB Hi Ha BaTbKa, Hi Ha MaTip, a N04aBCA CaM A0 pPiYykK, Wwob
nopmnbanntun. Byooyka, 9K BENMKNIN NMPOMiHb, JieXKasla Ha oro nsieui,
Byao4ka obiusna nomy Taki pagouli, wo B nepeaydyTTi ix KOpKOBi x0Tinocs He

nTKn, a 6irTn, He MoB4aTK, a cniBaTu.

BiH He BTpuMaBcs, Wwob He KpuKHyTKU. "A-a-al" — nerko n cpibancTo
BWUPBANIOCA 3 NOro rpynen, NOKOTUIIOCHA KOJIeCOM MO CTeXLi 1 noracso B
rywasunHi nonepeny. Jlic Ha XBWUJIO 3aC/lyXaBCs, a NOTIM 3pa3y i 36anayxis.
"A-a-a!" — BXe NyHKille KPUKHYB BiH, i Tenep HaBKOJINLLHA TULWa HEMOB
KUHYylaca cTpiMrosios yBCibiv, nepensakaHa i TpemTtada. "A-a-a!" — 3aKkpu4as
Ha MOBHI rpyan xaoneup, i rog0C, HeHavye BUOyX, NOPCKHYB yropy 1 no
bokax, a KOpko 30CTaBCs B NyCTUi, AKa BCe 30inbwyBanack, 60 rpim
04 KO4YyBaBCA BCe Aasii U aasi, NOKU BeCb JIiC HE NepeTBOPUBCS Ha BEINYE3HY
NyCcTKY.

B A3epkano piku AMBUIOCKE | HEe MOrJio Ha cebe HaauBuTUCL Hebo. KOpKo
3aKVHYB BYO04KY, i MOMjaBeLb XUTHYBCSA nocepen 6nakuTi. Ha HbOro 3pa3sy
XX CiB MeTesIMK, 3 XXOBTUMU MJIAMaMnN Ha KpUabLUsX, | 4OBro CUAIB, MOKN MO
BoAi He nMobir BiTepeub i HE MOHIC TOro MeTesInka reTb-reTb Ha cepegunHy. 5K
nobpe, gk wacnameo byno KOpkosi!

Myn-ryn-ryn! — no4ynocs 3a CNuHOLO, i BCi MOro AYMKWN PO3NeTiInCs, K
COHSAYHI 3aN4YUKN. BiH 03MPHYBCA — 1 HE NOMUJINBCA B CBOIX NepenyvyTTaX:
Toca Taku npunwna cNigom 3a HUM, gk i obiuana 3sevopa. BiH
ANEMOHCTPaTMBHO BiABepPHYBCS, He Ba)katoym BCTyNaTW 3 HEIO Hi B SAKi
PO3MOBM, @ BOHa, BiA4yBato4u CBOKO MPOBUHY, 30BCIM TUXO NMpucina



Henofanik. Tenep BoHa n cama byna He paga, Wwo npunwna, 6o cnoaisanacs
Ha Te, Wwo KOpKo CTpiHe NPUBITHO, a BiH...

OTaK LOBreHbKO He PO3MOBJIAIN. XO4 XJ10MeLb Y>Xe N nepecTaB
rHiBaTUCb, afie BCe e He 063mBaBcs A0 TocCi. A BOHa, He 3Ba>KUBLUUCH
MOBEPHYTUCL i NiT oapa3y, Tenep Aedani noyysasa cebe HiAKOBO 1
npurHiveHo. Ii 3acmy4yBano 11 Te, Wwo KOPKO HiYOro He 3/10BMB. 9k6M 310BUB,

TO rnoYaB 6m paayBaTUCh, | TOAi BOHM 6 SKOCb MOMUPUNNCE.

— Tw XX 3Ha€wW, — MOBUB, HapewTi, KOpko, — wo punba 60iTbCA, KON
baraTo nogen.

— Tak y>xe 1 6baraTto TyT, — 6ypKHyna BOHa.

— Lle yepe3 Tebe He NOBUTbLCA, — Taku AO0MNiK BiH.

MpoTe BOHa He XOoTiNla NoroguTmUCs 3 TiE HecrnpaBea/IUBICTIO:

— To T Takunin ymineub!..

KOpko novas conTu. BiH TiNbKK HeQaBHO Npuixas i3 MiCTa B rocTi 40
6abyci, ane BXXe BCTUT KiJlbka pa3iB NOCBAPUTUCL i NOMUPUTUCH i3 Tocelo.
BoHa 3 nepworo X OHs npue’si3asiacb A0 HbOro, BeCb Yac Hamaranacb 6yTu B
NOro TOBAapuUCTBI, He crnyckasa 3 Hboro o4yen. CrnovyaTky KOpkoBi nogobanach
Il yBara, asie CKOpo Ta yBara cTasla NOMy HaZlOKy4aTu 1 3aBa>kaTWw.

Hivoro He ninmaB. A BHU3Yy Taku HaWLLIOB Ha KO0 3BEPHYTU:

— Yepes Tebe yce!

Toca 1 He aymasa 340aBaTUCh:



— Tn, MmabyTb, YepB’'sika He TUM BOKOM CTPOMJISIB Ha ravyokK, a Ha MeHe
CKNlaJa€ELLl.

MNMoBepTanucsa of pivknM BABOX, X04 KOPKO, NOy4n 3 NOPOXKHIMU pyKaMu,
xoTiB 6u noBepTaTnca cam, 6e3 ceigkis. MNoBiTpA Nocyxiwano, 61aKNTb MiX
cToBbypamun 36nakna. Tocs Hazbupana 3eneHuto n xoTina Broctntm KOpkKa,
ajie Ton BiAMOBMBCSA. Yepes Kisibka XK KPOKiB He BTpUMaBCA — CaM HapBas i
no4as flacysaTw.

— Konucb mn 3 6aTbkoM ninmanu 6ynm coma, — 36pexas KOpko, 60
6aTbko TOAI X0AMB pubannTtm 6€3 HLOro i 3/7I0BUB TiJIbKW BEIMKOr0 Kopona, a

He coMa. — lliBTOpa nyaa 3aBakuB.

— Ta Hy?! — 3amBYyBasiaca Tocs.
Yy Yy

KOpkoBi byno NnpmemMHe Ti 3aX0onJieHHs, a TOMY BiH BUragyBaB Aai:

— A aK TenbbyLmnm noro, To BCcepennHi 3HanLLIN KPacHOMNIpKY Ha
Kinorpam. | BoHa we byna xusa!

HacnpaBgai )K Ty KpacHonipKy 6aTbKO 3/J10BUB iHLLINM pPa3oM, i Takox 6e3
FOpka. Ane 3poragaTtuch Npo Bce ue Tocs He Morsa, BOHa TiJIbKU BUTYKHY1a
3a4y0BaHoO:

— Twn H6ay!

Xnon'siva ysaBa 1 fani sena:

— SlKOCb [0 HacC y MiCTO NpuixaB NepecyBHMI 300napkK. Tam Bynum neswn,
Xunpadgwu, Makakum, BOBKU, NNCULI, @ TaKoX Kpokoaunn. O4HOro pasy
MaJIeHbKUN KPOKOAWUN AeCb Nponas... TO 4 MOro B 03epi Ha BYAKY 4Yepes AeHb
3/10BUB!



Ane cnocTepirwmn, Lo BoHa He nocniwae 3axornjloBaTUCh, a TiNIbKK

He[OBIp/INBO TaK AUBUTbLCS, B3ABCA rNy3yBaTu 3 Hel:

— Le g Habpexas, wob nobayunTu, 4nm Tn po3yMHa...

— Tc-c-c, — 3awenoTina panTtoMm Tocs, He C/lyXakydun Noro n NnpukKiasLmn
naneub A0 ByCcT. — lMoaonsBuceb reH tygu!..

MoMiX KyLlaMn MLJ1a Kavyka, a 3a Hel0 — Wil BUBOLOK Ka4YeHsT.
Cnepwy KOpko nogymas, WO TO CBINCbKI, asie No TOMY, K Ka4ka BUTAryesasna
LLINIO, K CTOPOXKKO 03Upanachb, AKUMU APIOHEHbKUMN NOJOXJINBUMN
knybo4ykaMun KOTUINCb KaYyeHsaTa no 3emni, 3p03yMmiB, WO TO AWKiI. LLlonHo
BOHW CXOBanunCH 3a KyLwem, K KOpKo, KUHYBLUK CBOIO BY[04YKY CTPIMIrOJ10B
wyrHys ynepea. Cipa Kadka, noMiTusLwn Hebe3sneky, CKPUKHYJa i pa3om i3
KavyeHsATaMu apemMeHysa B TpaBy. [1poTe KOpko n ue aymas oactasaTu. BiH
Tinbkn NoboroBaBCH, WO BUBOOOK OCb-0Cb A00IXXNTb A0 PiYKM, NJECHE Ha
BoAy — i BTe4ve. Tomy 3abir Hanepega, Bigpisato4m im gopory Ha 6eper.
Kayka, He HaBa)kylo4nUCb NOKUHYTW LiTewn, He 3niTasia B NOBITPS, BOHa
Kunganacsa To Tyau, To Cloam, 3axuuiatodn ix. KayeHaTa, CTOMIEHI 1
nepensikaHi, 3éunuca nig niwmHo. Konn KOpKO KMHYBCSA A0 HUX,
PO3CTaBNAYU PYKU, OO BOHM He NOBTIKaNN, Kavyka 3s1eTisia Bropy.
Xnoneub rMocnixom y3siBCSA XOBaTU KavyeHAT 3a nasyxy. OgHe... Opyre... Of
PiYKN 0OJIeTiB pO3NavynBun MaTePUH KPUK. TpeTe BiABa)KN10CA TikaTu, ane
B BMCOKIiW TpaBsi 3anyTasoch, i BiH NOro TakoXX rnocague 3a nasyxy. 30BCiM
6113bKO NponeTina Kayvka, cisnia Ha 3emio, Npobirna B HaNpsAMKY A0 giten, —
i 3HOBY 3ipBaflacd, rHaHa CTPaxoM i po3nNyKoto. YeTBepTe N N'aTe TakoXX

OoOBa>XWJINCA Ha BTeYy, aje N Ha HMX YeKasla HeBONA.

— o Ty 3 HUMK pobuTumews? — 3anuTana Tocs.

— Ue x puki!

— Bunyctun, — ckaszana Tocs, — 60 BOHM noBMupatoTb 6e3 Boan.



— | wo ™ TaMnw? — HanycTuecsa Ha Hel FOpko. — 4 ix gornagatumy 1

npnpy4y.

3HOBY [0JIMHYB KPUK CipOl Ka4vyku, ane BiH HiTpoxn ne cxsuiosas KOpka.
HpibHOTa Tepnacs B HLOro 3a Na3yxoto, JIOCKOTaNa TiNo A3bobnkamu,
KPUAbUAMU, HIX)KKaMW, — MO0 a>k XOJI0A0K MPOHN3YyBaB Of, TOro JIOCKOTY. He
nowiacTna0 HasI0BUTU PUBKN, TO MAE FeH UiNICIHBKUA BUBOOOK. XaJsib TiNIbKN,
O KaYvyKy CTapy He AoayMaBCs 310BUTU, — 0TO Byno 6 npo wo po3nosigaTwu.
BiH yaBNSiB, K NOBe3e Ka4yeHAT Yy MICTO, K rnokasyBaTuMe CBOIM ToBapuLlam,
SIK BOHW 3a30pUTUMYTb. BiH iwwoB — i npuTaHuboByBas. Onga-na-na! Tpa-na-
nal.. dknin BiH meTkui i nposopHUN. Onsa-nga-nal.. A Toci 6yno cymHo... Moxe,
W cnpaBAi BOHa OapeMHO rnoboteTbCs, a KOpKOBI BAACTbLCA iX AOrNSHYTU N
Npupy4nTn?.. Y il ByXxax CTOAB OTON KQa4YMHUN KPUK, LOBroO Lie CTOSAB, HaBiTb

TOLi, KOJIN BOHW BUNLLAN 3 JliCY N Yepe3 ropoam UM 0o xaTwu.

FOpKO BUMYCTUB KAYEHAT Y BEJINKNIN ALWLMK. BOHU cnoYaTky
nopo36irannca B pisHi KyTKK, a NoTiM 36unnca aokynu. IxHi ManecenbKi oyi
By CXOXXi Ha rOSI0YKM FOCTPOro cymy. BoHn Tynnnucsa ogne fo ogHoro,
HiIBM B 6NM3bKOCTI WyKanm NopaTyHKY. KOpKO HanmB y Yepenok Boau, ane
>KOAHEe 3 HUX He NiaCTynuao Ao Yyepenka. Togi BiH 6pas ix no 4yepsi,
CTpOMAAB A3b0OUK KOXKHOI0 y Boay, wob nunu. KavyeHsaTa npyyanauncs,
Kpanni CTikannm no rpyasx, asae, MmabyTb, WOCb Nonagasno i B ropsio. Mobnmnsy
ALKKa NoYasa KPYXNaTun Knubka, asie KOpKo HarHas 1i Apo4YKoM. [iBeHb,
BiAYyBal4n TPUBOTY, XOAUB Monig BOPIiTbMU | FOPTaHHO NMOKPUKyBaB. 1o
Ka4YeHST, 3a€TbCA, BCE TE€ He A0X0AMNJI0, — BOHM By/In NOJSIOHEHI CBOIM
po3na4yem. KOpKO NpPUHIC IM BapeHOol KapToni, asie BOHU N He OOTOPKHYJINCH.
[ymaB, Lo KNBaTUMYTb MNLWOHO, asie N NWOHOo iX He npuBabuno. MNocTynoso
BOHW CTaBasiv BCe MAABILWI, B'SM, IK POC/INHU B CrieKy. FOpKo He
crnofiBaBCs, WO Tak 3pa3y BOHU CTaHyTb Heuikasi. LLle Tpoxu no3asupas y

ALWLMK, @ MOTIM BUPILLUWUB:

— BoHu 60aTbCA Hac. Konn Mu nigemMo, TO BOHW N HAiAATLCA, 1

Han'tDTbCA.



Toca mycuna niTu, NaeKawyun Hajio, Wwo, Moxe, i cnpasai
noxopobpiwatoTb, KON 3anMaTbhCs CaMi. BoHa xoTina nogatucs pa3om i3
FOpkom, wob cnyxaTu Moro po3noBifi Mpo MiCTO, MPO TE, YOro i HIKON He
Bunagano 6auntu. Kosm BoHa 6yna 3 KOpkoMm, To 34aBanocs, WO Ha Hel
naza€ YapiBsanBe CBIiTJIO NOro 3HaHb, LLLO BOHA 3a AKMNCb Yac nepecenseTbCcs
y TOW CBIT, WO NocTaB 3 noro po3nosigen. NpoTe KOpkosi Habpungno, wob 3a
HUM LiNiCiIHbKUW OEeHb HAaB A3/IMBOIO TiIHHIO BOJIOYNIOCb OLLE AiBYUCbKO, — i

BiH CiB Ha Bejsiocunen Ta N yTiK 40 XJI0MLuiB.

Toca 3anuwmnaca cama. CnoyaTkKy cugina nif CBOEK XaToOw W
HamMaranacb NOMITUTU, AK COHAYHE MPOMIHHA Nafae Ha 3eMo. Ane Tak
HiYOro n He nNomiTuna. MNMoTiM 3 KNEeHOBOro nariHua pobuna CBUCTKK, asne BCi
BOHW CBUCTAJIN He TakK, K TOW, Y4OpaLUHi, AKNA rpaB TOHEHLKNM, Ha4vye ax
3eneHuM 3ByKoM. Mputynanacsa no 6epesn, Wo pocna Ha iIXHbOMY NoABIp'T,
XOTina nigcnyxaTu, npo Wo BOHa WYMNTb, ajle CbOrogHi YoMycb bepesa
Kpunacs Big Hel, He 6a)kana noBigaTu CBOIX AyMOK. Hy, 4oro X ue Bce in

HUHBbKWN HE OAETbLCSH, BCE TiKA€E 0 Hel, Ha4ye 3MOBUJIOCL?

Ctano ripko Toci, ripko. | TyT BOHa npuragana, K BCTaBaJla paHEHbKO,
AK iwna Ha3upui 3a KOpkoM, i B HegobpoMy nepen4yTTi CTUCAOCS 1T cepue.
BoHa 4Yepe3 cafloK ManHyJla Ha CyCiACbKU OBIip, 4O fAWMKaA, @ Ka4YeHATa BXe
NesKi ne)aTb Ha TpaBi, a AesKi eaBe rofiBky TpumMaloTb. BOHa Ha HUX
BOAOIO MPUCKaTWU, BOHA iX TpycuTn, ane xiba ue nomoxxe? He Tamnsaym cebe,
xanana ix i xoBana 3a nasyxy. BoHM OiTKHynnca 3iB'anumMm Tinbuamu ii
rpyzen, ase n He BOpPyLWMINCL. Yepe3 ropoam — B Nic. A NOTIM OTi€0
CTEXKOI0, Mo AKi iwna Ha3upui, — 0o bepera. Oybu cniB4yTAnBO
nornsganu Ha Hel, Hibn xoTinn gonoMorTu. TisIbKM KyLLi NepennHann in

[O0POry, TiNbKK KyLUi WMaranm rno JnTKax, Hibn McTnanca HeBigoMo 3a Lo.

HecnyxHAaHMMN pyKaMun BUTAryBasia 3-3a Nasyxu, criyckasia Ha Boay 1
6narana gyweto n o4mma: nonameiTe! NMonameiTeh! NonaneiTe! Ane BOHU, K
KBITKN Kynbbabu, NnpocTunanncb Ha BOAi, AKa iX HE 0XKMBASAA N He
o3goposnana. Burnagana 3 ycix 60kKiB AMKY KaydKy, KInkKana ii Tak, K
CBiNCbKy: — "Tack, Tacbk, Tacb!" — ane n Kavyka He npunameana, MabyTb, i3

rops gasieko 3aneTina. BoHa cama nagHa 6yna ctaTu Ti€E Kavykoto, camMa



JNladHa 6yna nonJanBTnM pa3oM 3 HUMMNU, TiNbKN 9K6M BOHU NanBnn. Taku

po3aArsacs, OOJIOHAMM NigWTOBXYBasnia ix Ha rnmboke, 6narana:

— MnueiTb, pigHi, NANBITL, HEHArNA4HI!..

Konn KOpko npusis i3 coboto xnonuis, LWob nokasaTn iM Ka4eHAT, TO
3pa3y X 340ragascs, Ae BOHW MOrv noAiTuCb. HaBiTb He 3a4yMYHO4YUCH, YCi
nobirnu po pivku. MNMpo cebe KOpko Nnorpoxxysas TocCi AKHANCTpaLUHiwe, BiH,
HapewTi, NnoobiusaB cobi po3npaBuTUCA 3 Heto, Wo6 3HasNa CBOE Micue, Wwob He
nasuna cnigom 3a HuM, Wwob He BTpyydanacsa. Konm BoHu nobaymnm Tocko B
BOAi, TO CrepLlly N He 3pO3yMin, WO BOHa pobuTs.

— AHy nau ciogn! — 3akpuyas HOpkKo.

MpoTe BOHa He niwna.

— Twn oe KayeHsaATa nopina?

Ane xnonui, 3 AKUMK BiH Npubir 40 piyKK, BXXe 3p03yMinn, LLLO BOHA
HIKyZW X He noAina, Wo 0To BOHa IX MOCUJIAE Ha BOAY, @ BOHU BXe He
NnAnByTh. | cOBi KNHYNMCA B pidKy, i cobi B3aanCA X NiAWTOBXYBaTH,
NiATPUMYBATU 3HU3Y A0J0HAMN, W06 He NOTOHY M. TOCs BCMixanacs
xjaonuam, paga oornomMosi, Tenep y>xe BoOHa He CyMHiBasniacs, Wo nowacTuTb
IX ypATYBaTW, OCb e TiJiIbKM OTa Cipa Kayka, IXHa MaTu, HOMY BOHa He

NneTunTb, He naunee?

— Tacb-Tacb-Tacb, — KJIMKaJa, 3 HaZI€ 03MparoYmn 3apocTi nenexun n
pOrosu.

Micna Toro KOpKo BXXe He ToBapuLUyBaB i3 CiJIbCbKUMK XnonusamMn. HYu 1o
BOHM He NpuiMasin NOro Jo CBOro rypTy, 4M TO, K Ka3aB caM KOpKo, BiH He
3axo0TiB 6inblie 3 HUMK 3HaTUCA. A KO BaTbKKM 3anNuUTyBasan, YoMy X Tocs

He NpPMXo4ANTb, TO BIAMOBIAAB, WO AYy>Xe NOMY HafOoKy4unia, i BiH il NporHas.



LLlo, moBniSiB, 04 HEI 1 CZ1I0BaA XXMBOIO HE MOYYELL, a BCe ANBUTLCA N OUBUTLCA

Ha Tebe, pO3KpMBLLM POTa.

LLle 3apoBro go Big'isay v nepep cammm Big'i3aoMm BiH 6iras oo pivkuy,
XOTiB MobavynTm CiM't0 ONKOI Kavyku. Ane Tak i He noba4vmB. [NepekoHyBaB
cebe, L0 KaYeHATa BUXUAW, ane noJamca B iHWwe micue. A Koauv 3nagHanm
YyeMoZaHu 1 ciganun B MawwuHy, wob ixaTn Ha Bok3as, To KOpKo BCe He XOTiB
cipatn. Kasas, Wo nixTapmka 3abyB, a KoK NiXTapuk BUSBNABCA B 6aTbKOBIN
KULLEHi, TO Ka3as, L0 HOXXMK AecCb rnponas. Yce 3aTaryBsaB Bif'i34, XX4y4u, 4um
He NoABUTbLCA Tocs. | BOHa 1 cnpaBAai nosasunack. Ctana 6ing cBOEi xaTn 1
OVBWACh, K BOHW CilaloTh Y MalLUHY. [ ay>ke KopTiNo NiginTu, ane BoHa

He HaBa)XyBaJlaCb.

— Moknwny 1i, — cka3zana maTtn KOpPKOBI.

— A-a, — MaxHyB TOW PYyKOIO N O4BEPHYBCSH, CKPUBUBLLUCH.

— [loKnmnYy, nonpoLlaewics.

Ane nokwu ixaB y MalUVHIi, TO TiSIbKN NpPO Te U AyMaB: BiH O1 NOK/INKas.,
ane 4m niginwna 6 BoHa? |, nepexxuneato4m 6onicHnm copom, 6ys neBeH, L0,

MabyTb, He niginwna 6...



