JTo6in moin xiHui, AHHI 'puropisHi KeiTka

Hema Ha CBiTi Hi4oro ny44yoro i 6ory Mmmniworo, Sk cepue maTepi
[0 cBOix AiTo4ok! Ckinbkm 6 ix y Hel He Byno, 4n gecatkom 6or
61arocs0BMB, Y1 TiIbKWU OAHUM, OAHO — AJ15 HEi PiBHi, XXOOHOIr0
nobunTb, yCix pPiBHO NECTYE, 3a BCAKUM piBHO BOMBaEeTbLCA. [1eB'aTb
3[10POBEHbKI Kpawn Hel, NoTiwatoTb 1i, @ 04HO MOPLWUTLCS, KUCHE,
Hedy>Xe; BXXe BOHa 3a HUM BOMBAETLCA, TYXKUTb, BXe i 60iTbCcH, wob
e ay>xye He 3aHeay»kano abo wob,— Hexanm 6or 60poHUTL,— W06
e i He BMepso. BoHa ix o6MmuBa, obnaTptoe, obwmea, 3o0a44ra i
HIKOJIN XK TO HE BTOMUTbLCSA, HIKOJIN HE MOCKYYa 3 HUMMW, | yCHAKa
poboTa Ha AOiTOYOK I He Ba)KKa. Kosin 3 fiTen € ske wanisnvee,
HecnyxHsiHe, To 6aTbKO — K 6aTbKO — rpMMHE Ha TakKoro, CKybHe,
LWMNKN gacTb, nonib'e; a MaTn — Ak matu! BoHa no4He noro
yrosoptoBaTu, nectysaTu: "He pobu Tak, CUHO4YKY, HE XOo4WK Tyau,
ronybymky! Tak Herapa3sa. Tu MeHi gocag)aew. 4, rnagsaym Ha
Tebe, YacTiCiHbKO nMaavy Ta Aymato: Koam 6 To BiH CxaMeHyBCS, Ta
MOKWHYB Take pobuTtu, Ta cnyxaB 61 6aTbKOBOro BY4EHHS, Ta
no>kasikoBaB 61 MOiX CNi3040K, TO We 3 Hboro 6yB 61 4o0N0BIK, e 6
A AbKAaNa Ha CTapocCTi pagyBaTUCA, rA0A4YM Ha HBOr0".

Hexal e Tenep ycsak npo cebe 3raga, — 60 xTo He OyB
3MOJI0AY WanoBamBun? — Big 4oro 6inblu »Kasb BizbMme? Yu Big
BaTbkoBUX CKYBOK, ab0 X04 i My>KKW, 4n Bif MAaTEPUHOIO
ronybneHHa? A We K gKa 4acoM 3arJsiaye? — Tak rocrnogm
MUNOCTMBUI! YCi NAaKOCTIi NOKMHEL, | Ha BeYOpHULi 3 MiCALb He
HaBigaewcs, i 3pobuw 3a Tpbox. LLlo To maTn! CeATe gino! Nocnoab
MUNOCEPAHUN, K € BiH Ha Hebecax, Tak 3aMicTb cebe OaB HaM Ha
3emni pogutenis: 6aTbko — W06 HaB4YaB Ta 40 PO3yMy OOBOAMUB;
W06 4YONOBIK MOJIOAUN 34YPY HE 3aTy>XMB Ta He 36uBcS 3
NaHTEeNUKY, TakK TYT MaTun 3 Takoto /toboB'l0, K € rocnoab

MUNoCepaHNA 40 nac, rPiLLHNX.



OCb NPOTUB 4YOrO A TPOLLUKM 3aKUHYB NPO MaTEPMHCbKE CEPLE |

ayuy.

byna ynosa, Bekna Begmenuxa, i Wo To XiHKa: Ha yce ceno!

Po3yMHa, po3cyanmBa, 6orobossHa i yecHoro poay. byno, i cam
rO/I0Ba YacTiCiHBKO A0 Hel 3a Nopafolo, i BOHa TaKui COBIT Aobpun
0acTb, WO He TiJIbKW rofloBa, Ta i yCi CTapuKN TakK He NMpuayMatoTh,
SIK BOHa CKaxe, i yce rapa3n 6yne no ii. Cama X, 6yno, He xoounTb
[0 BOJIOCTI i HIKOIM HEe PO3MNUTYE, 4Yoro i 3a4mm 3ibpanacsa rpomaga.
i Hy>xam mano ni o 4oro. NMpuinam X 00 Hei 3a Nopanoto 06 AKiM
xoyew Aini — Tak Tak! Bxxe nobpe HaB4MTb. TAXXKO po3ymHa byna!

Byna cobi i 3aMo>XHeHbKa. byna B Hei 3eMenbKa, CKOTUHKA, byB
i BITPAYOK, Ta 9K 30CTasiacsa yAOBOIO, Ta i Mopo34aBaJsla yce: 3eMJIto
— Ha CKIMNwWuHy, BITPAK — 3 MipKK, Ta yce YecHuM, 6oroboasHmm
noasam, wob He 306maxxanmii i wob y cpok 3Hocunn, wo Tpeba.
CKOTMHY nonpogana i ctana cobi 3 KOMINKN XXNTW.

B>xe il Oxpim BMep, a TyT cTana pe.i3ia. OT nicna CemeHa niwna
BOHa [0 BOJIOCTI, NOYyBLUW, LLO rpoMaa 3ibpanaca. OT, ysiweaLwmn,
BOHa noMoaniack 6ory, NOKAOHMNAChb rOM0BI i YCiM, AK A40BI
Be/INTb, i CTana KasaTu: "A W0, NaHe rosoBso, i BWU, NaHoOBE rpomManao,
oT Bxe i CeMeHa npunLno, noKPoBU CBATOI WWBUAKO ADKAEMOCH, a
NeCATHMK 00 MeHe Hi pa3y He 3axoauB i He 3ragysas 06
noAayLWHIiM",

— Ta'pyxe TBin OXpiM BXXe BMep, — Ka3as rosiosa.

— | COCTOITb ICK/IIO4YEHHUM i3 PeBi3bKNX Ka30K i 3
obLecTBEHHMX BiAOMOCTEN, — NiAXONUB NUCapP, MOTHYBLUW

naTtnamu, i MOKUHYB NMncaTun.

— Ta 3Halo, Wo BMep, — Ka3ana Bekna, — i cTOITb

3aKJIIO4EHHUM Y BiJOMOCTI, 9K NaH nMncap rno-mMMCbMeHHOMY KaXe.



Ta 9 Takun yce xo4dy 3a Moro OxpiMa nNnaTuUTK, a)K NOKK Xuea byny.
Cnacwubi 6ory, MeHi € 3 4oro 3HocuTw, i byae Beceniw, Wo g 3a
aywy OxpiMa, Hexal uapcTBye, byay naatuTu, Ta n cama byny
6oapuTKCA, WO i 9 MOB YOJIOBIK Ha CBIiTi, Tyaun X, 3a fobpnmun
N04bMK, 3HOLLY LlapeBi i CBOK KOMINYMHY Ha BINCbKO, WO Hac
obepira. Ta n 3 06LECT3E€HHOIrO HE BUNNCYNTE, HEXal i 9 byay
3HOCUTW — MOYOMYy TaM 3 OyLui.

— Ta 9K MO>XHa, — Ka3aB rosioBa, — 06 XeHCbKa Aylla Ta

naaTwuia nogaTi?

— Ka3ycHoe gino! — obi3BaBCb-Taku nNucap, WTpukatodm cebe
nanbuem y nob. — He iMmieTbcs npumipy. Tpeba-HagobHO cnpocuTun
y rocnofunHa icnpaBHMKa po3pilleHis.

— Ta HivoriciHbko cboro He Tpeba, — CKka3ana yaoBa. — Tu
TakKun, NaHe Nucapto, i He po3piwancs, i He Kasncs, a ocCb LWO,
NaHoBe rpoMano, 3pobiTh: BUNULWLITbL NNLWLEHb AKOr0 Kaniky, abo
6igHOro cupoTy, a 3 MeHe cnpaBasAnTe. Hexan-Taku 9 Hegapom

XXUTUMY Ha CBITi!

— Xiba Tak, xiba Tak! — 3aryna rpomaga, i 3pobunum no-
BeknuHomy, i niwna no ceny cnasa, Wo Bekna CcToOITh y peBi3il i
nogywHe nnaTtuTb. "Tak i Tpeba,— Bekna, 6yno, yB 0A4BIT Kaxke,—
Jlyq4e XK MeHi Bif 4OCTaTKy NAaTUTKU, YAM 3 CUPOTKU Ta 3 BiaHOCTI
TpebyBaTn. Ao)Ke X i 8y Laps Haworo 4YosoBiK; 3MOXXY 3a JII0AbMU
3HocuTKn! Jovky Bigaam, npuHbMUT Byne, 3a gBox byny nnatutun".

Bxxe Ty-TyX Bekna goxugana 3at4. OT-0T nicnsa 3advaTiq, y
NWANMIBKY, MOYHYTb CTAapOCTW WBAaHAATW A0 Hel, 60 BXxe il o4YKa
OkKcaHa, K 4iXAeMo pi3aBAHNX M'ACHMLb, TO Byae in
WICTHaQUATUA rod. A Wo To 3a aiBka byna! binaBeHbKa,
MOTOPHEHbKA, WBKAKa, NpyaKa, Ha pidax 6oka, NpoTnN YyCAKOro

3BMYanHeHbKa. [le BOHa, TaM 3 Hel i periT, i CMiX, i irpawkun, i



BUragkun. 9K To B MaTepi He Byno HIAKOro xa3ancTBa, a yce Xuam 3
Koninku, To OKCaHi Hivoro i pobutun 6yno. Ym B4mHUNa xnibus, 4n
Creksla — MepLUin 40 Nnoapyr: TaMm il XXAyTb-00XXNAaloTb, 9K 00
BeCHi nacTiBkmn, 60 gK 3awebeye, Ak 3abangaHTpacuTb, Tak yCim
BeCes10, X04 Linnn geHb cnyxaB 61 i, @ BXXe pO3CMilUNTN — TaK
nopasan! Konn 6 mepTBun 4yB, K BOHa 6anacu To4MTb, TO i TOM 6K
pO3peroTaBcs, He TO BXXe XXUBUN, WO TaK i NaratoTb Big CMixy, e
BOHa y 6eciai. Ha Bynmui, Ha Be4opHMUAX, Y Konaaui Hawa OkcaHa
nepen sene; 6e3 Hel He 3Hann 6, Wwo i pobutn.

MaTn, 6yno, no4vHe ii 3onNuHATK: "Cnan, OOHK, LOMaA; YOro-Taku
biraew? Yom He pobuw? O3bMuM nnweHb abo npsaawn, abo wwin:

HiYOro He BMieLL".

KuHeTbcs, 6yno, o maTepi Ha wwuto, obHiMa T, uinye,
NPUMOBNATU CTaHe: "MaTyCeHbKO, pigHeCEeHbKa, puboyko,
ronybo4ko, nepeninoydko! He 3onnHam xxe meHe. A X cobi we
MOJ104a; HEXaW e A NOorynsato, aK Ta NTUYKa na BoJi nig Hebecamu
nitae. byny 3ragyesaTu CBO€E AiByBaHHSA, WO A B Tebe, sk puboHbKa y
pideyui, rynsana, Kyou xoTina, Tyau nnasana, ta tebe aakosana, wo
T B MeHe MaTyCeHbKa »anicamea, nobpa, nectyBana meHe. OT
BXe AK Nigy 3aMiXK, HafiHy 04iNOK, TOrAi BXe HIKyAW rynaTu, Torai
BXX€ 30MMHIOCA, TOMAi BXXe NPUHbMYCb poBUTH; PyK HE
noknagaTuMy: i My>XunKa, i gitodok byay obwineaTy, i Tebe,
MaMO4KO, WO T B MeHe byna Taka nobpa, xanoBana MeHe,
nyckana ycwioau rynatmn".

— Konm 1o we byne! — cTaHe cTapa Ka3aTun. — 3BUKJIa biratn
Ta rynsaTn, Tak xTo Tebe npucaanTtb 3a poboTy? Ta 4m BMIEW WO

pobuTn? HUTKM He BUBedeL...

— | B)X€ CbOro, MaMo, He KaXku. A, AMBNS4YUCSA, 9K TK pobuL,
yCbOro HaB4mnacs. Ke nuweHs rpebiHb ctoan,— 3apas Buxonunaa y
MaTepi rpebiHb i NoYana NpACTN — aXk XypyYnuTb BEPETEHO, a BOHa



HUTKY BMBOOWNTb, TOHKY Ta AOO0Bry, a TyT MNiCEHbKN-BECHAHOYKM

cniea. CTapa ANBUTLCA Ta AMBYETLCH.

— A Wwo, MaMo, He BMItl0, CKa)kell, NMpACTU? — Ta NOKMHe
rpebiHb, Ta 3a PYLWHUK, LLO MaTWn BULUIMBA 11 XKe Ha npuaaHe, i
MOYHE TaKi X KBITKN CTaBUTK, K i MaTW, | 3aBeae BeCiJIbHUX
NiCeHbOK. TO MaTK axk CnaecHe pykamu, i paga 6 To, Wo Take
nobpo pocTe, i Beceno 6 To i 3 HElO, i XKANKYE ii 30CTaBUTK Bing
cebe, wWob He cymyBana, i 60iTbCA Ti NyckaTn, wob YacoMm... gisya
monoge, wob He 3arybuna cnasu... ani, CKpi3b 3ybn, e Tinbku
HaMipuTbCsa Ka3aTu: "Ta nan x, naun..." — BXe Ta N CXOoNuiachb, BXXe
i Ha WKy MaTepi, BXe i BUUiNyBana, BXxe i nobirna... i oBepen He

3a4YMHUNA... BXEe TiNIbKN YyTW — MO BYNULi nae i BACNIBYE...

Hexan »xe KoM MaTn X04 TPOXU 3MOPLLNTBLCSA, Lo abo Heay»xa
4yuMm, abo Wwo Take, BXXe OKCaHM 3 XaTu i He BMXKEHeLl, BXXe yce
3abyna, i BXXe X04 Yy OPY>XKW caMa rneplua npusaTesbka Kamkatume
— He nige Hizawo. Bxxe Big MaTepi Hi Ha N'aab; yce 14 y Biyi
AMBNTUMETbLCSA, yce nuTaTtume: "LLLo B Bac, mamo, 60anTb? Yoro Bu
BbarkaeTe? Ym He NOKANKaATM 3HAXYPKN? Y He po3cepanna 9 Bac
4MM, Ta Ce BW He Ka)keTe, Ta CTONrHeTe, Ta XaJlkyeTe Ha MeHe". TaMm
yXXe K npucTtaHe, Ta 1 BiaBene Big MaTepi yCAKy Xypby, ycaky
Tyry, Ta xod 6u n cnpasai HeayXa 6yna, To OKCaHa ii po3Ba)KnTb,
pPO3roBOpPUTL, | INXO 3abyne.

A xo4 6u ska Becena byna, Ta NnobaynTb CTapus, Kaniky 4m
NOropisioro, BXxe BOHa yce NokuHe — 3apas A0 HbOro, pO3nuTye,
pO3MpoLUyE, 03bMe 3a PyKY, noBepe Ao cebe, Haroaye, obQinnTb
4um 6or nocnas., Ha OOPOry AACTb | BANPOBOOUTb 3@ CENO; TiNbKU i
BUAKO ii, K BOHa K0J10 BiAHOCTI B'€TbCA Ta 3HAM CNi3OHbKW yTUpPa.
O6gainnna, Bunposoanna, CNi3oHbKN BTepna, BixXnTb... BXXe BN'ATb Y

becini, BXxe i BepxoBoAuTb BN'ATb, 9K Byna.

OTce X TiNIbKN L0 BECHA HAacCTa€ i COHEYKO NO3JIM3YE CHIr ge 3
AKnx ropbukie Ha nicky, Bxxe OKkcaHa i 3ibpana CBOIO KOMaHAY:



LWaTHYyJlaCb-MOTHYJ1aCb 3 KiHLUSA B KiHELb, Bee HU3KY AiBYaT i
npuroBoptoe: "Ta 4yoro Bu bygeTe cuaitm no xaTamM? bor oa€ BecHy,
COHEeYKO npurpiea, BiTepeLb TEMNJIEHbKWIA, rOAi BaM MO 3anivykam
Tynntucsa. He obpmnana Bam 3mma? He AOKY4YMI0 KUCHYTU Y XaTi?
byneTe cTapi, Torgi we Hanexutecsa no rneyam, HarpumMaeTech 3
MY>XMKaMWN, HaNlaeTecChb 3 AiTBOPOto. A 4yum ByneTe 3ragyBaTb CBOI
monoAii nita? A 6bonan sam Becesio 6yno! (Ce Bxxe B Hel yCiM |
3aBcerna Taka Nanka byna). AHyTe nuweHb, nobixxiMmo!.. a bepitecs
y XpeLinKa, y BOpoHa, noseeM KpuUBoro TaHLs, Xoposoaa,
KoCcTpyboHbKa, Yy »XOHW". 3apa3 i nonapoBana ycCix. Bxxe yci aiB4aTta
rapHi, yci npnbpani, yci noBupsaakysaHi... Ta 6a! ii 3HaTu Big ycix.
Taka Da€eBa tonka 3 pykaBaMy, Taka i njaxoTKa, i 3anaco4ka, i Kocu
Tak ybpaHi, i, baunTbCca, 1 pyLUHUKOM TaK e nignepesaHa, i yce,
yCe TakK i B Hel, K Ha yCix giB4aTax... ere! Ta WocCb yce He Tak. Yce
Ha Hi TaK LWTEeNHeHbKO, YernypHeHbKO, 0bLLMNaHo, Tak yCiM AiBKaM

Kpaca, Tinbku 6 Ha HeT ogHY i AVBMBCS.

TiNbKN NOYYOThb AiBY4a4UNA FOMIH Ha BYJIALI, TO N NOB3YTb 3 XaT |
aiown, i 6abw, i XiHkK, i Monoaunui nosmbiratoTe, Ta WO TO — i AiTBOpa
ycs BUCUnIe 3 xaT, | YCi KakyTb: "A XoL4iM nuleHb Ha BABIP'A, BXe
OkcaHa po3rynsanaca”. | nocigatoTb y340BX MO BYUL Ha
3aBaJIMHaX, Ha KoJlogKax i, e MOXKHa, nonig TUHamMu. A
NnapybouTBO X, BUPAAMBLLUNCA NO-CBONOMY, Wankn Habakwup,
JIIONIbKU NO3aTAry0Th, Ta KynaMu Xo0AATb KPYrom fiByaT, Ta ax
06m3yoTbCs, gnenavnce Ha OKcaHy. | BOHWY, | yBeCb Hapon, Wwo no
BY ML ANBUTBLCSA, OAHY Il BayYaTb, Ha 0OHY OMBASATBLCA, MPO OOHY
OKcCaHy roBopsTb...

OT i nonapyeBanuckb giB4yaTta y XpeLimka; oT i rpobu ctanu... Ta
YKYPHYN... QiTb-DiTb! He poameca Ton 4onosik, XxTo 6 OKcaHy
ninmas! XTo 6 rpo6amm He cTas, xo4 61 3 NapybKiB, XTO NPyAKO
bira, — i He kaxxu, wob ii ynosmntn! XTo ii 3Ha! Yci biratoTb — TO Mif
HUMUW @)K 3eMN8 CTYrOHUTb, 3acanaloTbCs, 3a4MXal0TbCH,
CMOTUKAKTbLCA, iHWa CTOpYaka AacCTb TAKOro, WO... TiIbKWN Apyra

BiXUTb WBMaye 3akpmBaTun ii... MobixxnTb e OkcaHa, Tak



HayaonBOBMXY! Bi>XNTb, HEHa4Ye Myxa N1eTUTb, 00 3eMJIi He
NOTOPKAETbLCA, Ti/IbKWN 3HaW HiXXKKamMun apibHeHbLKO Nnepebupa, a
py4eHbKaMun He MOTa, a Tinbku byuim i npoTarHe, wob To
NigaaTCs, Ta TiIbKW WO NianycTuTb Ao cebe 6m3eHbKo... Apnbd-
apnb-gpunb... Bxxe Tinbkn n 6a4mB. CamMa XX TO He 3irHeTbCSH, He

3ropbunThCa — K CTPyHOYKa!

Habiranacb y xpelivka, BMuMopuia ycix, AaBa XOpoBOAN
BoanTun! NMoBena KpMBOro TaHUA, Tak WO Apyri gis4aTta! ix i He
BUAOHO 3a Helo. AK 3ipoYKa Be4ipHA MeX yCiMa 3ipKaMu; aK YTiHKa
Nno BOAi NavBe, Ta BUXUIAETbLCS, Ta FOJIOBKOKO NOBOAUTL, Ta
BeceJieHbKO Ha yCiX nornsaga... a K 3sefe niceHboK, 3Ha€Te, Wo
npu xopoeogax Tpeba cniBaTn, Tak AK Ta conisiodka abo
TUXeCeHbKUN A3BOHUK... YCi Npodi CMiBaloTb Ha yBeCb POT, a BOHA i
ryboHbOK He po33iBa, Ta il FOJIOCOYOK YyTb Bif YCiX, LLO TaK 3a
cepue i 6epe... yce 6 1i 1 cnyxas...

AKoBO X TO Byno Bekni, maTepi ii, AMBUTNCHA Ha CBOIO AOHEHbBKY,
L0 X04 BOHa 6yna iii onTS, i WO KOXHIN MaTepi CBOS OUTUHA MUNa,
a TyT cama 6auunTb, Wo I OKCaHa-Kpaca ycboMy ceny, i LWo yci noamn
3ibpanncek 3aTumMm, Wob nogmenTnUch Ha OKCaHy, i Wo ycCi, yB 04UNH
roJsloc, He nepecTayn, NoxBanaTb Il Muiy OKcaHy. AK npunge
BXXe 00L0MY 30BCiM yBeYepi, TYT BXXe MaTu Lisye-LiJlye CBOKO LOHIO,
BULINYE 11 yCIO, NpUroBoptooYn: "Tu — Mos AOHEYKO... T — MOS
NacTiBOYKO... TM — MOS Kpaca, T — MOS CfaBa... Yepes Tebe a
Becesna i 340poBa, i Big nogen y no4oTil... Ty Moo cTapicTb

BeceNuL, T MeHe Ha CBITi gepxxuw!..." — i yCAaKNMN TaKUMKn

NMnPUroBopkKamMmn A0Bro-A4o0Bro necTtye CBoOo oUTUHY.

A OkcaHa X To n MoBYMTbL? Hy-HY! Ta cobi uinye maTepi i pykw, i
oKW, i ronosy, i cobi yB oaBiT: "MaMoy4ko, ronybo4ko, Mmos
pigHiciHbka! Ta a X Bca y Tebe... y MeHe TBos HaTypa... Abn 6 Tu
byna 340poBa, Becena Ta He nepecTaBasia NobuTn MeHe, Tak 4
3emJii nig coboto He Yytlo, MeHi Tak nerko, noseTina 6, MoB Tas

nTuyka. LLlo Tn niobuw meHe Ta XanyeLl, Big TOro i 8 Taka



BecesieHbKa i Hi 06 4iMm He gymato, Tinbkn 6 To6i BrognTw,
po3BecennTtn Tebe. Tn XX B MEHE CaMa, MaTyceHbKa! Hema B MeHe
Hi baTeHbKa, Hi 6paTuKKa, Hi cecTpuui; T MeHi i COHeYKO, i Micaub, i
3[0POB'AYKO, | WACTAYKO... 5 XK 3Hato, Wo i A B Tebe ogHa, AK Ta
NOpPOLLMNHKA YB OUi; TO A cebe Tak i aepxy, Wwob Tn Becennnacs
yepe3 MeHe [0 KiHuS BiKy CBOro, wob pagoBanacs, riasasaym Ha
MeHe i 4yto4n nobpy 06 MeHi cnaBy. MaTiHO4YKO, pigHeceHbKa! He
BioAaBan MeHe 3aMiX. Myxunka Tpeba nobutu, a 1 He X04y HIKOro

nobuTn, Tinbkn Tebe, MaTyCeHbKY MOIO, 3ipO4KYy MOto!...

Bekna i cnyxa I, i He HacNyxaeTbCA. ANMBUTBLCA 1N Y Til O4EHbKN,
o, ik Hebo CUHE, 6INCTATb, AMBUTLCS, NIOOYETLCA, NOLINYE iX,
nepexpecTuTb AUTS CBOE, 34MXHE, NigBene caol o4i Ao bora
MuiocepaHoro, nogyma: "Komy Take nobpo gictaHeTbcA?" —

CnJlakHe Ta 1 cTaHe 6ory MONTUCH.

Taka miBka, 9K Hawa OKcaHa, HeBXe XX To He Bnogobanachk
napybkam? He 3Hato! Yn 6yB »xe TO X04 0AMH 3 HUX, Wob He
rocTpus 3y6iB Ha Hei? )KoaneH 6u 3acnaB nogen oo Hei nonepes
yCix; Tak 6osanmncb-6o rapbysis. He ognH 3annToBaBCA 3aHbMaTH i,
TakK, 3HAETE, Ha XXEeHUXIBCbKe Ais10... TakK Kyau X, Hi npuctyny! Y
H6eceni 30 BCiMa i FOBOPUTD, | pero4yeTbCs, i MiACMIIOE, i L0 X004 KaXkun
— 6ypne cnyxaTtu. 3anuTancs X 3anHaTK i, abo nxHyTn, abo Hory
nigcTaBuTh, WOO6 CNITKHYNACh, AK BOAUTBLCA Yy Napy6bkiB, Lo
3aMUATbCA 00 AIBKW... He 3Hat! BoHa Tak Bigpixe, Tak
06COpOMUTbL YCAKOTrO, LLLO HE 3HATUMeE, Ha AKY CTYnnTun!

Hesaki cminiwi, Tak Ti Tak, HaBNpPoCTeLb, CTaHYTb Ka3aTu:
"OkcaHo! 41 Tebe nonobuB, WKNpo, Kpinko nonobus! OTaka i Taka y
MeHe xynoba, oTTo i TO €. Nigew 3a meHe? Mpucnnatn nogen?”
BoHa 3apa3 yB oaBiT: "Cnacmbi Tobi, 4onosivye nobpun, Wo Tm meHe
nontobus. MeHi Beceno, ik meHe nobnaTe. A niogen He Typbyn. He
Te Wo 3a Tebe iMeHHO He X04y: A N Hi 3a KOro He Xo4y".



Tak, 6yno, i MaTepi CKa)ke, LLI0 HE X04e 3aMiX, AK 40 Hei, 40
cTapoi, NpunayTb caMi 6aTbkn abo MaTepi, wWob ceaTaTn OKCaHy 3a
cuHa. Ctapa Bekna, 6yno, nioaen po3sajnTb, NOYaCTYE, Ta 3 TUM i

BiAMNYCTUTb, @ CaMa NMPUHbMETbLCS 3a LiBKY:

— CKaXxu T1 MeHi, 3ginan munocTtb, OKCaHo, Ae TBi po3yM, ae
rosioBa? Yomy-Takm Tu He nigeLl oCb 3a Cboro? Tak Bigpizana n
TOoMYy, i TOMY (TYyT yCix 3raga, Wwo ceaTanunii), oT i TyT Te x. Konwm 6,
cKasaTu, moan aki-Hebyab, a To X oan Ha yce ceno. Lo tn 3
coboto gymaew, Mo AUTUHO?

— A Te g 3 coboro AymMato, MaMO4Ko, LLO HE X04Yy 3aMixX 3a

MY>XMKa.

— Wo ce Tm 3aymana, OOHIO? — a)k CKPUKHyNa Bekna,
CrnJeCHyBLUW pyKaMn.— Y He 34ypina TU? 3a KOro X T AyMaeLl

niTn?

— OXx, MaMO4KO pigHiciHbka! 1 n cama 4acTo npo cebe gymato,
LLLO TpoXa 4M He 0boxxeBosina a! A BXXe Lo X0Y, Jlan MeHe, Xo4 6un,
a K 30yMalo UTK 3a MYy>XKMKa, TaK MeHi i cBiT Hemunuin! Ocb 6ay Lwo.
AK i CTana A Ha HOrM CxBavyBaTwUCA, | pocna, i BUpocna, To yce i Big
Tebe, i Big nogen vyto, i cama badvy, WO 9 xopowa Ta Kpacuea, Wo 1
y cesli y Hac Takoi HeMa. Ta 8K we 1 HaTypa npuhanacb y MeHe
Taka Becena, Lo MeHe ycCi 1tobnaTb, Tak y MeHe i 3apoinoch y
FOJIOBI: HE XO4Yy 33 MY>XMKa Ta N He xo4y. MNiwoBWn 3a My>XKnKa,
Tpeba NoknHyTK 06 cobi AgymaTn, Wo 9K 6 HapaaANTUCH, 9K 6un
ybpaTuncs, a Nitu nMMWeHb Ha Bropo4, y nose, i AjoMa BO3WUCH i3
OITBOPOIO, TOBYUCH i TiJIbKWM | 3HaAW, WO AOMa NOPaNCs, MY>KMNKOBI
rogw, i cnyxawm noro, i moBa)kamn, a Konu we i nonib'e, Tak Tn i Tepnu.

He xo4y 3a MyXuKa.

— Koro x T0o6i Tpeba? 3a Koro Tm gymMaew nitmn?



— A oCb, Mamo, Wwo. Konm 6 mu xxunu y ropoai, To g1 6 3 CBOEO
Kpacoto WwBmnako 6 3Hanwna cobi SKOro NnaHmya. A ik M XXUBEMO
TyT, y ceni, To 9 6 nmiwna 3a Kynusa abo 3a nonosuya. OX,
MaTyCeHbKO MOosi! — Ta, CeE Ka)Kyyu, i KNHYJIaCb A0 MaTepi Ha LWKio.
— Akbun meHi Take wacTa! Wo To nobnto, wob y poskowi Xutu. He
NOPaTUCh HIYOro, a TiNIbKN XopoLle XUTK, Wob nuTun, nicTn, i
xopowle xoanTtn byno wo. Ta gk 3ragato, wo Ak A Tebe Torai
LWaHyBaTMMY Ha CTapocCTi, Tak i cebe He Tamnio Big papocTi! byny
T06i rognTn, 6yay Tebe HiXKNTK, Yoro 3abarkaew, yce
noctaBnaTmmy. Cama He 3'iM, He 3in'to, a yce 06 Tobi
ybnBaTunmycs...

[loBro i NMAbHO Ha Hel AnBuUIacb CTapa Bekna, gani gk
3arsiavde. "Mocnoam munocTmeuin! — Kaxe. — Ta cnpaBgi, OkcaHo,
4yn 06 cBOEMY Tn yMi? Bigkina Taki gymkun 1o6i npunwnun?... Ce 1
BMHHA, WO HaToMIKyBasna Tobi 06 TBOIN Kpaci; MaTepi ycaka AUTUHA
XopoLlla 34a€TbCA. Ta xo4 6u 1 Tak; xiba X yci xopowi nayTb 3a
naHw4iB abo 3a kynuis? NoTypan, byne xopowa, SK Tasd KBiTKa, a
Taku npe 3a xnibopoba; i y noni 3 HUM pobuTb, i AOMa NOPaAETHLCS, |
Kpaca Il He nNponaJsia: BOHa nopoawnia AiTOYO0K i ASKye bory, a
AiB4aTa Il TeXX KpacmBi, K i BOHa byna. Ta oT i 4: i 9 6yna Ha yce
cesno piBka. He To wWo no ceny cnasunacs, Ta N NpUDKOKatoLL,i
NaHW, K y34PSATb MEHe, TakK axk 3 KOJIICU OT NMOTW BUi3e, Ta
ONBUTBLCSA, Ta XBaJIUTb, @ iIHWWN aXk LWanky 3HiMe Ta CKaxXe:
"3apacTyn, Kpacasmusa!" Ta g X He Ay>Ke Wwo nogymana i He
3aropaunack, a Taku, K JIy4MBCS YOJIOBIK 3 HaLLKMX, Niwsa 3a TBOro
6aTbka, 3a Oxpima, xo4 i yooBeub 6yB, Ta YecHa aywa byna; i xunna
3a HMM, OaKyt4m 6ora munocepaHoro. En, ooHw, KMHb Taki ropAai
nymkun! Ce cobi cMyLLeHie Big He4ncToro, rocrnoan Hac 60poHu Big
Hboro! Fnagn Tinbkn, wob Tebe ci AyMKM He 3aBenun B normbenb —
Hexaln Tebe coxpaHuTb MmaTy 6oxa!" Ta n obHANa Ao4Ky, cTana i

LislyBaTw i XpecTuTu.

OkcaHa 1 Kaxke: "dk xo4, MaMo, a NOKN Taka AiyYMKa € B MeHe.
byny cnyxaTu, Wo MeHi kazaTumelwl, byay 1 cama posbupaTtn”.



OTTak YacTo BOHM cobi MipKyBanu; i CTapa, TO NPocsAYn, TO
nJjady4yun, nosena 404Ky [0 TOro, Wwo ckasana: "Wo »x, mamo, nigy i
3a My>Xuka, abn 6 yecHnn Ta gobpun 6ys npoTme Tebe..."

A>XK OCb | Ty4MBCS WIBNAKO NapeHb Ba>XHMN. OaunH cobi, Hi
6aTbka Hi MaTepi, HikoMy byne opyayBaTn. Cam cobi xa34iH, a
nobpa ycakoro, Xo4 CKOTUHW, X04 MOJIS, YAMasIo; MapeHb MONOOUN,
Apy3saKa, poboTawmin, CMUPHUN, HEN'IOLWLWIA, | BXKE Hi 3 KUM Hi
3aJ1a€TbCHA, Hi 3aBefeTbCs, Ta YopHABUKW, Ta Kpacmeuin. CTapa
Bekna oboma pykamum yxonunaacb 3a cboro (fleTpom noro 3sannu), i
cama OKcaHa i croaun, 1 Tyaun i, BXXe He ApoYvYayunchb, CKasana:

"Migy, TinbKn Hexan 06 ocenn".— "Oapma, 1 nigoxgemo".—
CKa3aNa Beksna, 3pafoBaBLINCA.

AK TyT... i po3Ka3syBaTu He xo4eTbCcH... OTTo y Ty cnoboay, ae
»una Bekna 3 OKcaHoo, Ta NPUALLAN CangaTn Ha NocTon. Lo X
Torgi ctanocsa 3 gied4atamu!... Cami cebe He TamMnaTb 3 pagoLlis!...
On, 3raganMo nmweHb, bpaTus, CBOI MOsIO4i NiTa, 9K We MU
napybkoBanu; 4n BTAMKN BaM, K, Oyno, MpungemMo Ha 4Hyxi
BeYopHULi, TO AiB4aTa, AK SCOYKU, KOJIO HAC, | BXXE Ha CBOIX He
X04YyTb i AVBUTUCH. 3BICHO, iX AiBOYa HaTypa: CboroaHi ynogobana
4YepBOHY CKUHAAYKY, 3aBTpa — 3€/1IeHy, a YepBOHY MNig HOramMmmu
Tonye — i bangy»xxe. CboroaHi 6a>ka MOIOLWIHOI Kalli, a 3aBTpa BXe
i He Tpeba,-gaBan in Kop>xa 3 canoM. CborofHi Mmnun in Cteubko, 3
HUM >XKapTYE, 3 HUM XXEHUXAETbCS; KOon X nobaymna 3aBTpa
XBeAbKa, Ta We 3 4y)K0oro cena, 7o Bxxe CTeubKoBi 1 Lyp, i NekK, i He
3aHbMaw i, | He pyw ii, BOHa Tebe N 3HaTb He 3Ha, i BijaTun He Biaa;
M TINbKW | MUNIWNIA yCiX XBEAbKO... Ta W TO HA CbOrOAHi TiSIbKK, a
3aBTpa 3HOB Koro ynonoba. A Bxxe Hannavye — K B34pATb
cnyxumsux!... Y! [1o CbOro Topry BOHM MiWKW. 9K iM MyHLEp, a e
nywe ycu, i Tinbkn nobaynTb oBeOeTbCs, TO Bxe yce 3abyna, i
HIYOro He 4ye, i Hikoro He 6a4nTb, onpiy yciB... OTTaka HaTypa YCix

AiB4aT. YCi BOHM OAHUM MMPOM Ma3aHi...



Tak byno i Tenepeykun. Ha TyTewHiX NnapybKiB HIXTO 3 AiBYaT i
He AMBUTbCA: yce 6 iM cangaTn Ta cangaTu; NoAdaBan ix i Ha
BY/INLLIO, | HA BEYOPHULI, | yctoan. Tak-60 LapCbKi CNyXnBi He Te
AyMatloTb: NOMy Tpeba MyHULiO CNPaBUTU, MYHLEP HaNaroanTn,
CMOYNTU; HIKOMIM IM 3a AiB4aTaMu. YMMano BOHU CBITY NPONLWAN — i
yCIOOM XX TO AiBY4aTa IM Ha WWIO BilLLAJINCh, | BXXe CTasIv HINo4YoMy...
HiB4yaTa, 6a4ayn, Wo iX NOCTOANbLi HE 3aHbMalOTb, MPUNHANNCH 33
CBOI XMTPOLLi: NOPO3pAOXKYIOTbCSA, MOBOMPaOTLCA, Tak Lo Hy! |
caMme y TaKy nopy, K cangatu Ha MywTpy 36umpatoTbCcs, OT
Menawka yxonnTb Bigpa i nae no BOAY AKpa3 npoTu casnpaTis.
3ocTpinack 3 HaTankoto, Wwo nae 3a 4YiMmcb Ao asabka. OT gk
30CTpiNncSA, Ta n gasan 6asikatun, To 06 CKuHAs4Kax, To 06
YyepeBUKax, TO He 3HaTb 00 4iM; aK TyT rynbk! BiaTina Jomaxa,
Bincins Iera, a Tam XBecbka Ta lMNepopa, Ta cs, Ta Ta, Ta i1
Ha3bupa€eTbCH iX 4O CMHa. banakatoTb, BanakaloTb NpoMex coboio,
Ta 1 nocigatoTb Ha Konodax, yce banakato4dm, a Ha cangaTis
OyuiMTO | He AMBAATBLCA; @ B CAMUX aXK XXVKKUN TPYCATbLCS,
aymatoudn: "Konm 6 oTTOn BUCOKUIM Ta YOpHABUM 3anHaB MeHe!" Ta
Tak yCAKa CUAUTb | A0XKMAA aXK Ni3HLOro Be4opa. A MaTepi caMi:
XXAYTb OOYOK — HeMa; Hiyoro pobutun: cama BOAM HAHOCUTb, CaMa
po3Befe, Ni4 3aTONNTb, BEYEPATN BapUTb; HEXaAW, Ka)ke, AiBKa

noryns.

— [e-To T, [OHIO, Tak AoBro 6yna? Ane Bxe N HepaHo. [le To
Tak 3anisHunacb? — nuTasa MaTu Hawy OKCaHy, Wo npurlnia

A0O0MY NPUTbMOM yBeYepi.

— Le 6yna? — oaBiT gana OkcaHa, 3HiMato4m cBoto 6iny HoBy
CBUTY, CKMAa4dm 6aeBy YepBOHY IOMKY, @ 3 rOJIOBU — JIEHTUN Ta
CKUHAOAYKM | NOKIaaoyn yCce rapHeHbKO WO Ha nif, nig rojosu
cobi, a NeHTn — 3aBopoHYyIOHM Y ByMarkKy i XOBato4vn 3 xpecTaMu i
HaMUCTOM Y CBOIO CKpUHI0. — [le 6byna? ueunacb 3 AiB4aTamMm Ha
MoOcCKaniB. LLlo To K rapHO MyLITPy BUKNAATb — K OAUH. To BCe
IX BYMTb IX CTapunin. Ka>xyTb, HeMa iy BCiM ceni cTapLue Bif HbOro.

Ta AKum e 1o, Mamo, po3ymMmHun! Ta Ak noro yci cnyxatoTs! Lo



CKaXke, Tak ycCi MepLin i pobnsaTb. Konm KpukKHe Ha HuX, wob
NIAHANN PYLLIHWLI, TaK AKpas3 i NigHIMYTb, aXk 3a0pA3KOTUTb
ycrogn... Tak Beceno, Wwo He MoXHa! | Kyam iM ckake NTu, 4m
HanpaBgo, 4YM HasiBO, TiSIbKU KPUKHE, TaK HIXTO N He CMOopUTb — YCi
CTiHOIO TaK i nayTh. Lo To aecb po3ymMHun! A LLO BXXe KpacuBum,

Tak i mipu!... Y T, Mmamo, conunna gposa?

— Wo ™, wo Tu, wo tn? bor 3 Tob6ow! — KpUKHyNa Bekna Ha
A04KY, WO BXOMWAa NWOHA Y XXMEHI0 Ta W rnoYana rno npuniyky
nocunaTn, MOB CONATb CTpaBy. — Yu Tn oaypina, 4n oboxkesonina?
Lo ce T pobuw?

— Bbauv!... Tepy! — cxameHynacb OKCaHa i NOKUHYyNa MwoHo, Ta
yxonwuna BiHVK, Ta JaBan XaTy MeCTW... TyT BN'ATb MaTU r'yKHyJ1a Ha
Hel, NoMpiKawyK, WO He 3HaTb Lo pobutb. "Y1 0 CBONOMY TU yMi?
Yu TO BXXEe HagmBuaacCb Ha CangaTiB, Tak BOHM y Tebe y ronosi?"

— Ta Hi, Mamo, uyp iM! ByaTo yce Ha HUX | AUBUTUCD, K iX TOWN
CTapPWWUA BYNTb... A K Oy>XKe KpuinTk! oro ganeko 4yThb; BXe Tak,
wo ronoc! 4k cTaHe nepen HUMKU, TO K opes. BucodeHbknn Ta
NPSAMEHbKUWN, AK CTPISIOYKA, | yCU € HeBeNNYKi, YopHaBun cobi Ha

BMAY...

— XTO TaM Taku YOPHABUN? — NUTasla MaTu, 3aCMaXKyro4m
bopwy, y OKCaHu, Lo, NoCKAaaoBaBLLN PYYKN, CUONTb Ha MOy Ta
yCe CBOE AiyMa i Npo Te TiNIbKN N PO3KaA3YE.

— Ta T0 5, MaMo, Tak cobi; ToO s Mpo CTapworo... —Ta
3a4yMaAETbCA... @ Aai BN'ATb NPMHbMETbLCA PO3Ka3yBaTU: MOYHE
npo f9BO0Xy, a 3Bee Ha CTapworo... po3ka3lye npo Xiepto, a 3sefe
Ha CTapLworo... A MaTun, 3HaBLLM MPO CBOIO BINIOPYYKY, WO BXE He
NPUHbMETBLCA Hi 3a BiWO, | bBangyxe: yce caMa NOPAETLCA | He
MPUCTTYXa€ETbCA, O TaM A04YKa PO3Ka3YE.



| 32 Beyepeto OKCaHa 3akugana npo CTapworo, a MaTu n He
C/lyXa... Ta Aecb i ycio Hi4 Hawin OKcaHi CHUINCL canpaTy, a He Tak

cangaTtu, K IX CTapLiun...

YpaHui, 4m 3pobuna wo, 4m Hi, No CBOIN HaTypi nobirna oo
noapyr, wob sn'aTe 3ibpaTnCh IM AMBUTUCH Ha MyLITPY. lNigMoBMna
— i BeceneHbKa. Herapaspg 3 maTip'to noobigana — Bxe 1"

YKYPHYNa, BXXe N Ha KoJIogKaX, BXXe N ANBUTbLCA...

A Bbirna cmepkom Hawa OkcaHa y xaTy oo maTtepil...
PageHbka, BeceneHbKa, CMieTbCA, webeye, birae, cage, BN'aTb
CKOYMTb, KWOAETHCA MaTepi Ha WK, PO3Ka3ye, i ae byna, i Wwo
B6a4ynna, i 3 9KOI0 AIBKOI roBopua, i K cangaTtn MyLITPYBaInUChb, a
NPO CTaApLWOro — Hivm4mpk. Kpyrom Koso Hboro wo 6dyno, yce
PO3Ka3ye, i TiNbKK 6 NPO HLOIO WO CKasaTu, TO N 3aMOBYUTD,
3aYMAETbCA, | TAaK AKpa3 AK NoJsioM'ss CrNXHe, 3a4epPBOHIETHLCS,
3aCOPOMUTBLCSA, PyH4EHbKAMUN 3aKPUETLCA, MEepeMOoBYNTb, Ta BN'ATb
3a CBOE: NOPATUCb KUHETLCHA — TO W rIa4un, Te po3inne, Te
nepesepHe, Te po3ib'e. MaTn cTaHe Ha Hei rpMMaTK, a BOHa
XKapTYE, pero4eTbCs... Ta 1 po3BaAUTb MaTIp.

Ce x Taka byna cborofHi. 3aBTpa X TO AK yBiMWIa y XaTy, Tak
HeHa4e i He BoHa. CMyTHa, HeBecesia, O4i NOHYPUTb, CUAUTb — Hi 3
MicUS, | MOBYAUTD, K CTiHa. Yoro maTun He cnuta — "He 3Hato. He
6aynna. He 4yyna. He gpornaganacek”. OT i ycsa po3moBa. MaTun Koo
Hel ybunBaeTbCca: "Moxe, xo4eL Cboro, Toro?" — po3Baxka yciM, a
OkcaHa 1 He cnyxa ii. BeyepsaTn He cxoTina i, 1exauun, yce TAXKO

340nXana.

LLlo »x ce cTanoca 3 Hawot OkcaHow? MabyThb, WO HegapoMm?
Ere! Tak-Taku i € Hegapom. OT bavuTe: npunwnm y Ty cnobopny, e
BOHa >XWa, canfaTu Ha MOCTin; a Hag HUMK ByB KonuTaH i 36upas
IX Ha MyLITPY HaaBeuip, a AiB4aTta CXOAUINCA AUBUTUCA Ha
canpaTis Ta po3rnagaTtn 6 1o, 3 AKMMM 61 TO onicnsa NoXXapTyBaTw.

OT MexX HuMK | Hawa OKcaHa. BoHa Ha canpaTis He oyxe 1"



pornsnanacs, a yce amBuiacsa Ha KonmTaHa: SkKum 1o BiH 6pasui,
AKUA MOJIOANIN, AKNN KPaCcUBUN, SKNA NPOBOPHUNA, | yCce Noro
po3rnagysana, Tak WO OMnpidv NOro HiKkoro v Hi4oro He 6a4vuna. OTTO
y nepLmnm BeYip Tak i Xxo4eTbCHA, TakK i KOPTUTB 1i, yCe Npo HbOIro

MaTepi n webeTana.

Ha opyrun oeHb BUMLLIIA 3apaHi, a TyT i OXBULLEPU BUNLLIN, i
KOMUTaH 3 HUMWN, Ta SK We He yCi cangaTn no3bupanmnce, Tak
oXBULLEpW | aBan 3 giB4aTaMm po3roBoproBaTH, Ta CMISTUCSH, Ta
AeLwo suragyBatu. A KONMTaH HaKMHYB OKOM OKCaHy Ta 1 no4as Ii
xBanuTtu: "dka To BOHa, Kaxke, kpacasuus! CKinbkun, Kaxke, He
NnoXo4mB No CBITY, CKiJIbKW 4YOro He BUAaB, Ta He BUAaB TaKoi
Kpacasuui i Mex naHsaHkamun. Ce, kaxke, 4yyno!" Ce Bce OKkcaHa 4yna
i AK Ha BOrHi ropina. ani Ak niginwos Ao camol ii, Tak BOHa 6
CKpi3b 3emJt0 NpoBanuiacs, wesna 6, 3abirna Ha Kpan cBiTy. BiH
no4as il po3NMTOBaTU... Tak Wo X 60. MNuTa: "Oe Tn xmeew?" A
BOHa Kaxke: "OkcaHa".— "€ B Tebe maTn?" A BOHa Kaxe:
“MNo3aB4yopa”. | caMa He TAMUTD, WO Kax)ke. [ani nornaamvs ii no
woui, Ta n Kaxxe: "He ctuguces, gyweHoka! Mm nozHanomMmmocs 3
TO6OK". TYT BOHa TPOXMN-TPOXN HE CKa3ana: "Ta s BXe N Tak Bac
nobn". Tak-60 A3MK B HET HE MOBEPHYBCHA, 3aCOPOMUNIACh i CBITY
He noba4mna. A giB4aTa X TO, MOAPYrM 1i, aXK pero4yTbCs 3 CBOIMU
oxBuLepamu, He Tak, Ak OKcaHa, Wo 1 cnoBa He nigbepe, Wo nomy
N ckazaTun. MMokn cangaTn MywTPyBaJINCb, TO KOMUTAH YaCTICiIHbKO
nornagas Ha OKcaHy, a Ta 3 HbOro 04en He 3BoAnIa — TakK |
NMUbHOBAJIa Ha HbOTO, | BXXe B HEl CEPAEHbLKO TakK i 6'eTbCA, AK Ta
pnbOoHbKa Ha yOo0u4li; @ Ha AYLWi XX TO TakK Becesio-npeseceso, Wwo un
po3Ka3aTun He MoXxHa! Onicna ycix gieyaT niwna gogomy OKcaHa,
AK PO3iNWNNCE CangaTn i K KONUTaH, nay4ymn 6ina Hel, 3HSB
Lanoyky Ta cka3as: "[lpowan, Kpacasmusa!", Tak BOHa W
HecTAMUIach i OTTO Taka Becena npubirna oo maTepi.

Ha opyrun neHb nobirna OkcaHa nonepeq ycix Ha MyLITpy
ONBUTUCH. LLLO XX?.. ONBUTBCS: aXX Il KONUTaH BXe 3 APYroto

NIBYNHOIO CTOITh, XXaPTYE, 3aHbMa Ii... @ BOHA X TO i Npu ftoasx, i



nocepepn By/auUi, i We Kyanm — we 0o Be4opa, a BOHa CMIETbCA Ta
pero4eTbCs, WO BXe padiCiHbKa, WO 1l KONUTaH 3anHAB. Tak-To
Aymana OKcaHa, AVMBAAYUCH Ha Ce, Ta i Y1 JocafHo CTalo Ha
KOMMTaHa, Lo BiH, Ae B34piB AiBKY, Ta W No4as il 3aHbMaTN — |
CTuha NoOMy HeMma, Yv CTUAHO 3a LiBKY, WO He BTiKa Bif HbOro, Ta
CaMa CTOITb 3 HUM i PO3rOBOPIOE, Ta Bif CbOro a)k nobniana,
3aTpycuiach Ta MepLLUin | BepHy/acb 4040MY... A KOV Npasay
cka3aTun, OKcaHa ”n caMa cebe He TAMMUNA: BOHa AyMaJsa Tak, a ce
n Bbyno nocagHo, Wo KonuTaH 3anHaB Apyry, a He 1i. 3HaETe,
cepaeHbKOo B Hel MmonoaeHbke, came cebe He po3bepe; nonobuna
KOMMTaHa, 3alleMifio cepaeHbKo, Ta K 3poay BrepLue, Tak BoHa 1
CaMa He 3Ha, WO 3 HeK E...

OT y TakiM ropi BepHysiaca gogomy, nease-nense ginwna... i
yce y il Ha AyMui oTTa fiBKa, WO He nocTnanaacsa 3 KonmMrtaHoM
pPO3roBOpIOBaTU, Ta N TON KONUTaH... bay akmin! Hexan 6mn Bo3nBCSH 3
CBOIMUW CangaTtaMu; SKe Nomy Aino fo Aisyat? Xiba My nomy piBHA?
apTtyn cobi 3 naHaHKamu!... Tak-60 Hivoro 6 i He 6yno, Ak6u BoHa
BTEKNa, a TO M CTOITb, i peroyeTbcs... y! 6ezctnagHmnua! Nobayvnna 6
it MaTKh, wo 6 Torgiin 6yno!... OTTak-To yce cepannachk i Ha Hel, i Ha
KONUTaHa yBeCb Beuip, i K cnaTu narna, To yce y Hel O4Hi Taki
OYMKW Ta ragku... axk CriJlakHe cepellHa, 9K 1 goneye o cepus,
o AiBka cebe He nobeperna i WO KONUTAH OMiCaA MOCMIETLCA 3

Hel...

Yu cnana, 4m He cnana, a BpaHLUi yxonwuna sigpa i niwna no
BOA4Y — i TpOXa 4m He nepwe 3pony! bo n npasna: oe KpUHULA, a
BOHa MOTArHyNa a)k reTb Byauvueto o 6asapy... AymMmatyu, Tam
611M3bKO KBaTepa KonuTaHoBa, To, MabyTb, BXXe y4OopalUHA AiBKa
CHYE K0J10 Hel, wob Tinbku 3 HUM nobayunTuce... "Ta BXXe He g byay,
— aX KpukHyna OKcaHa, — KOJM TisIbKK B34pt0 ii 3 HUM, TO Aaneobi,
L0 MaTepi il CKa)Ky: HexXamn 30NUHUTL ii, HeEXal BOHa He pobuTb

c/liaBu Ha Hac ycix!"



AX rynbK!.. KONnTaH 3-3a xaTW... i Ni3HaB OKcaHy, Ta A0 Hel:
"3ppactyn, OkcaHo!"

Ay OKCaHu i pyKu, i HOrm 3aTpyCUInNCh, CTasna K yKonaHa, aK
npupocaa Ao 3eMii, Hi 3 Micus, Hi mapu 3 ycT...

KonuTaH i cTaB A0 Hei Ka3aTu no-HawoMy, 60 xo4 i 3 MoCcKanis
byB, Ta, MabyTb, po3ymMmHun 6yB, LLO N NO-HaWoOMy BMiB: "LLITO Tn He
BUXOOWNa y4opa Ha canfalbKe yY4eHHSA CMOTPITb, ra?"

OKCaHa MOBYUTH.

— MeHi 6e3 Tebe ckywHo 6yno.

OkcaHa TyT 6u nomy 1 ckasana, Wwo nomy i 6es Hei 6yno Beceno
3 ApPYrolo AiBKO, Tak no3abyBana X yce Te, WO AyMasia 3Be4opa i
yHOui. A ik no3abyBana, Tak i MOBYMTb, O4EHbKW MOHYpUIa y

3eMJ110, HeHaye NiYnTb cTeONIMHKK, WO nig Horamwu.

— CkywHo byno 6e3 Tebe. f Kpaloi AiBKK | HE BUAAB Hirge... i
nontobue Tebe... Kpinko nontobus...— Ta y34B il 3a pyKy i Kaxke
TUXeHbKO: —TiNnbku Nnontobun meHe, A Tebe WacAMBOIO 34inalo.

OkcaHa — aK y pato! BoHa, W0 He XOoTiNla Hi 3@ AKOro My>Xuka
NTW, Ta yce aymana o6 naHCTBi, 06 po3KoLwli, 4ye Tenep, Wo ii
nobuTtb NaH, mosoaun, xopowun, baratun — 60 No MyHaepy yce y
HbOIO 30J10TO; i, MabyTb, CNPaBXHIl NaH, WO YyCi XX TO cangaT Noro
cnyxatTb i 60ATbCA, | TaKNM NaH Ka)ke, Wo il NobunTb i Wacameoto
3pobuTb; BipHO, BiH AyMa il y3aTn 3a cebe; OT-O0T BOHa NaHelto
cTaHe... LLlo X 1n TyT Ka3aTu? BoHa Bif WMporo cepus i kaxe: "Ak
»Ke Bac we nonwbutmn?"

— Monobun of wmporo cepus... 06 MeHi ayman... BUXoab A0
MeHe... monbu, ak a Tebe nodnto.



— Ta A XK TaK i... mobnto... Ta we n gyxxyel...

OkcaHo, OkcaHo! Akbu Tn 6inblie naHiB 3Hana, TM 6 cboro
HiIKONIM He CcKa3asa; TM 6 3 nepworo cnoBa Biabirna 6 BiA HLOroO, AK
BiO INX0l rognHW. T He 3HaNa NaHis, 4K, Wwe nyyd4e — naHumdis! He
AVBO iM 0OYPUTU CENISIHKY, LLO 3poAay ixX He Ba4vnna, He 4Yyna, aK
BOHM BpeLlyTb, K 3anpucAratoTbCA, AK Onicas rydbnatb TuUxX, WO M
nigoacTbcA. MNMaHWyi 3BUKANCS Ha TUX BigHMX, WO 03bMYTb Bif
6aTbKa, Big MaTepi y ABIp 3@ NAHHOYKaMM X0AUTK, 3apa3
ob6CTPMXKYTb IM KOCK i NiAHIMYTb Ha rpebiwokK, Wwo Tak i TMpYNTb Ha
roJs10Bi, MOB Ha NiBHEBI; 3 NPAaBOCJIABHOI MJaXTU Ta HAPAAATb iy TON
MNPOKAATUN KOMMOT; 3 IBAOXW NEpeBepHyTb Ha [yHALKY, i3 [Br —
Ha EBreHito, 3 MNpicbkn — Ha ApocCbKy... OT BOHa 1 noayMa, Lo 1
BOHa CTaJla MAaHHOYKOIO, i YINASETbLCSA A0 NAHUYIB; | AK TiJIbKWK
nob6ayunTb LLIIKOBOT0, TO 1 BiXKUTB, i BILLAETLCSA IM Ha WKMO... Tak Ha
TaKUX NAaHWYi, 3BUKLIN, KNOAIOTLCA | M0 CeNsaHKaM i obayprooTb iX
ay>Xe, a onicna — xo4 nnay, xo4 nponagan,— BiH i bangyxe,
CMIETLCA Ta APYry NiAMOBIS...

He 3Hana cboro Hawa OkcaHa! BoHa-60 3mMany Havynacs, Wwo
BOHa KpacumBa — Mipu HeMa. BoHa yce 6a)kana BUNTM 3a NaHa, a
Tenep naH ii nonobume... BOHa i B rosloBax He nMoknagana, wob naH
MycuB 36pexaTun... OT i MpU3Hanaca KONMTaHOBI, Wo NtobuTb 1oro...
TinbKn ce BUMOBWIA, Ha /INXo Cobi, TyT BXXe KoNuTaH, CaM He CBiW,
KMHYBCS 00 Hel, 0OHAB, MOLiNOBaB... MOMY XX HEBAVBOBUXY AiB4aT
LifioBaTW, MOB rOpPiXM NyCcKaTW; AKOBO XX To Byno Hawin 6igHin
OkcaHi?... 3emn4a nig Heto 3ananana, Hebo Hag Heto 3aropinocs;
COHEYKO, K MakK, MO4YEepPBOHINO; BOHA, MOB NTUYEHbKA, NigHANAcA
Big, 3eMni, wob noseTiTu... LUBUOEHBKO BXOMWIACH 3a CBOro
KonuTaHa, 06BMNacsa Koo HbOro py4yeHbKamu, Wwob He
PO31Yy4YNTUCA 3 HMM, WOD BiH He 30CTaBcsA cam 6e3 Hei... 0bHANa
noro, i wob we in Tak rapHo 6yno, BOHa B)XXe NOro nouisioBana... Ta

TyT i 30MAina, i He BigipBeTbCS Bif HbOTO...



3raganTte nuweHb, bpaTus, 9K Bam Torai 6yno, Ak Bu 3poay
BrepLue nouinoBann Ty AiBYNHY, KOTPY BU LLMPO ntobunn? Yum
MO>XHa »X TO po3Ka3aTu abo cnmcaTun, AKOBO BaM Torai byno? He
po3NUTYNTE X i MeHe, AKoBo 6yno Hawin OkcaHi: xiba 6 >xapom Ha
nosioM'i MMcaTn Ta iCKpaMu 3acmnaTun, Tak Torgi 6 noTpanue, SK
cnmcaTu... A KonutaHosi Wwo? HiYoriciHeKo. 3rafaiMo X Takun
BN'ATb, K MU, X04 i BNepLue, LifloBanun Ty AiBYMHY, KOTPY, HE
nobnayn, Tinbkn nigayptoann. TiNbKN WO CMaYvyHO, MOB MIC/s TPbOX

neHb 6e3 NNbKK POMEHCBLKOIo TIOTIOHY CMOKTHELL.

| TOro Tak He byay po3kasoBaTW, WO BOHW OMICAs MPOMex
coboto po3rosoptoBanum (6o ce BaM i CaMnM BTAMKMU); K BOHa,
obHiMatoum noro, nectysana: i "KonuTaHuky Min", i "cokonuky", i
"ronybumky", i "nebenunky", i ycakmmMm ciosamu npuroBoproBasa
MOMYy; i K BiH, — Mo-HawoMy, 9K Konmcb 6yBano, — Ka3as, L0 BiH
Ma€ I ge4voro baraubko po3ka3aTun, Tak Tenep Hikon, a NpPoCcuB il
AKOMOra, Lo "Koau, kaxxke, BipHO Ni0bUTb, Tak Wob Bunwna
Be4yepkoM A0 Bepbu, Wwo npoTn ix gBopa". TamM-TO BiH BXe yce
nobpe maB i po3kasaTun. 3BicHO, Wo OkcaHa obiwanack BunTH, 60

e He HaroBopwuaacs 3 CBOIM MUIUM.

HauinoBaBLmMCb, HAroBOPUBLINCH, MOBOXKUBLINCH LLLE, WO
OyoyTb WKMpo Nobutrucs 4o caMoi cMepTi, NilWsn No CBOIM MiCUAM:
KONMMTaH — A0 canpgaTis, a OKkcaHa — Mo BoAy... nae — 1 3eMni nig
cobo0to He 4YyE€... 3rafye ycsaKe CNoBO, AKe-TOo I KONMUTaH Ka3as., K i
nobuTb, 9K LinoBaB, SK NpuropTas Ao cebe... Ta y Cux gymkax
3aKLsia ax reTb-reTb, 30BCiM Ha Kpau cena... "Ox, MmeHi nuxo! —
aXK KpukHyna OkcaHa, ornaaiswmnce. — Kyam X g otce nay? Ta,
BaunTbCA, 9 )X N0 BOAY Miwna... Ae X Moi Bigpa? LLlo ce 30 MHOtO
cTanoca? [le KpMHMUS, a ae g 3onmHmnniaca? Ym a 3 yma sinwna, 4m
wo?... Ox, Mo rognHoHbKa!..." AXK 3akpunacsa py4yeHobkamu, K
3rajana, Wo BOHa cepely OHA 3 KONUTaHOM CTOANa, |
po3roBoptoBana, i obHIManacs, Ta N cTosna sk ykonaHa. "LLo To
nobpe, — ayma cobi, — Lo He cepen ByAMLi, @ Y KYTOYKY, Mig

TMHOM, Ha BYI /i, WO HIXTO TaM He noba4ynTb... TaM xe 4 1 Biapa



nokmnpgana... byne meHi, 9k XxTo 3Hange! bay, kopunia KaTtpto, Wwo
yyopa 3 KONUTaHOM rpajiacs, a Ternep caMa 4oro Hapobuna? OT Tak
nak! Tak BiH-60 po3kKa30BaB, WO BiH KaTpi oBCi He ntobuTb, WO BiH i
3aMHAB TaK, WYTKW paan, i wo Bxe 6inbw He byne ii 3aHbMaTK, 60
nobnTb MeHe o4Hy... Ta 9K Xe Kpinko nobutse! 9k To 60XXMnBCH, WO,
Ka>e, YCIO Hi4 He CNnTb, yce Npo MeHe ayMma... LLlo XX To yBeyepi
cKkaxke? Moxxe, OMOBUTLCSA, KOJIM 3a pyLUHUKaMN NpucuiaTu.
Mo>anyn, Xo4 CbOrofHi... To-To, AK CTaHy NaHeo!.. axx ayx
3axBayye Big panocTil... | MaTip o4AarHy, Ak naHwo, i byay il HXXKUTK N
necTyBaTW... MOKANYY [0 cebe CBOIX NoApyr, NOKaxy IM, ke B
MeHe nobpo byne: AKi ONKK, LWOBKOBI CMiAHWLI, M1aX0T BXe He
HOCUTUMY; COPOYKIN ByayThb yCe 3 iBaHIBCbKOIro MOJIOTHa, CKPi3b

noBMMepe>XyBaHi LLOBKaMMU..."

— Yu ce He TBOI Bigpa, OkcaHO? 9 a)k reH TaM 3HaNLOB;
JieXKanum rnopoKHi, i KOPOMUCIIO Kpan HUX, — ce obizBaBcsa [0 Hel
napy6ok MNeTpo, nayyn 3ycTpid in.

CtoiTb OKCaHa NpoTn HbOIo SIK AepeB'sHa i He BTopona, Wo BiH
i Kaxke. Ta 1 K Xe yToponaTn? BoHa Tinibku Wwo byna y CBOIX
NaHCbKMX ByaAnHKax, Big4MHANA CBOI CKPWHI, MOKa3yBaJsia noapyram
cBo€ 0o6po, NpuMipsAna iBaHIBCbKi COPOYEYKN, LLUIOBKAMM
noBMMepeXXyBaHi... a TyT Ae y34BCb [leTpo, Ae y3saauch Bigpa, Wwo

Tpeba, NOKNHYBLUM MAaHCTBO, Ta ATK No BoAY!

CTOITb, MOBYUTbL... @ AaJli CXaMeHylacs Ta Takn 1
Binbpexanacs, kaxyum: "Ocb, 6a4, ae BoHu! Cnacubi Tobi, Wwo
3HanLWoB. 4 ce niwna no BoAy, TakK K Hanasn XX Ha MeHe
TpoxumoBi cobaku, Tak A gk nobirna Big HMUX, Ta N CaMa He TaMuna
3 9Ky, Kyau 3abirna. A pani Bxxe 1 cobak Hema, s cxaMeHynacs, Ta
M WykKato Bigepeub. AXX 0Cb BOHU ge!"

— MpoBoaXxy X a Tebe, OkcaHo! OaHaKOBO XX MeHi Nobins

KPUHWULL NTW.



— MpoBenitb, cnacubi Bam. — OT i miwnw.

— A wo, OKkcaHo! — cTaB Ka3aTu lNeTpo, nocniwarym 3a Helto,
L0 MOB JlaCTiBKa NeTUTb | A0 3eMJli Bil pafoLliB He JOTOPKAETHLCA.
— Yu BXXe Tn xo4 Hagymanaca? Kasana, Wo nigew 3a MeHe, To He
MOPU MeHe; Hexan g npuwato ngen, nobepimocs Bxe cobi.

AKOBO X TO Byno OKcaHi ce BN'ATb cyxaTu? BoHa Tinbku Wwo
cnyxana KonuTaHa, K BiH 60XXMBCA, 3anNpucAraBcs, WO AyXKe-OyXKe
nobunTb | 6e3 Hel BMpe, Tak BXe NeBHO 03bMe i 3a cebe; OT K He
BUOHO — ntofen Big cebe npuwine; a Tyt NeTpo 3 cBOIMK
cTapocTaMu. Y1 MOXKHa XX CboMYy cTaTucsa? LLle BoHa He ogypina!l
BoHa 6 yce po3ka3ana NeTposi, wob BXXe NOKMHYB 06 Hi AymaTy,
IO BOHa B)Xe Miae 3a KonuTaHa; yce 6 nomy poskasana, Tak-60
KONUTaH He BeJliB i caMin MaTepi Hi cnoBa Ka3aTu. "d, — kaxe, —
cam onicnsa yce poskaxy". OT OkcaHa MoBYasna, MOB4Yana, gani n
Ka)ke: "Bu 6 B)xe NokKnHyam ob cbomy 1 gymatun'.

— Hi, OkcaHo, He Tak a Tebe nonobumB, W06 BUKNHYB CIOIO
Aymky. NMNoanyman we, OkcaHo, — cKa3aB ce [leTpo Ta 1 niwoB
CBOEIO JOPOroto.

Tinbku wo OKcaHa 3 BOOOK Y ABepi — MaTW Ha Hel i Hananacs: i
ne BoHa byna, i Yoro Tak OOBro xogwuna, Wo BXe ygpyre y niy
ApoBeub Haknagana, a il Hema, Lo BXe 1 AixXka 3inwna, i yce, yce in
BUYMTOBANa. Tak He Ha TakiBCbKy-00 Hanana! NMonepeny noctasuna
MOTUXEHbKY Bipa 3 BOAOIO, Aali AK KUHETbCA 00 MaTepi, IK CTaHe
il npuronybntoBaTn, NpurosoptoBaTu: "He cepabCs K, MO MaMO4KO,
pnbo4KOo, Nepeninioyko, 303ynedko! NMpocTm x MeHe! Ak niwna no
BOAY, @ TaM NOAPYXEHbKMN 30CTPININCA, Ta N NOYasIM MeHi CMIATUCS,
Lo 4 1 binopyyka, 9K BM MeHe, MaMO, 30BeTe, Ta 1 A niwsa no
BOAY, Ta HE BMilO Biiep HECTN, KOPOMUCIIO HE TaK OEPXKY; 30BCIM
obcmisanum; a TyT TpoxnmoBi cobakm K HanaayTb Ha MeHe, a 1 AK
nobixy, K 3nsKatocb! Ta BXe, cnacumbi, MeTpo obopoHMB i Biapa



nosbupas, WO S 3 ISKY NOKKUAana, Ta NPOBOANB MeHe 3HOB A0

KpuHULi..."

MaTu Bxe 1 3abyna, Wwo 1 cepannacb Ha Hel. Bxxe n cama
3n19Kanacs, novyBwmn npo cobak, i CTasna Kpyrom ornsgaTu, Ym He
NoKycasnan ae, 4u He rnopsanu ge... "Bunmn, — Ka ke, — LOH0, BOAU
TPOLWKMWN... abo N Ha nedi... abo 4 He xo4, oHAEe MOJIOLWHa Kalla,
ydopallHs, 3'DK TPOLKK, TO N MUHETbLCA... abo nigy g Ao Kyuankuy,
Hexan npunge Ta Tobi nepenosox Buse... Ta gk xe i Tebe camy
NOKMHYTN?..." birae, MOTaeTbLCA CTapa Bekna no xaTi i He 3Ha, 3a
O YXONUTUCL; TPYCUTbCA, 60ITbCA, AyMatoyn, OT Wob AnTuHa [o
BeYyopa He BMepsia Bifg nepensaky... A ANTUHA — dK Ta Aco4ka: "Ta
Hi, MAMOYKO, Hi, pigHiciHbKa! MeHi 1 Hi4oro. 1 N He Nepensikanach;
MeHi HIKOJIN TaK Becesio Ha Ayuwi He Byno, sk Tenepeykun. 1 B Tebe,
MaMo, LWacanBa A0YKa, WO TN MEeHe TaK XaJyeL i HXnna MmeHe
3many. bnarocnosu meHe, wob a 6yna wacnmea, wWoeb... yce Te
36ys0CcH, 4Ooro T MeHi xo4dew; To A Tebe He NOKNHY O0BIKY, byny
Tebe NoKoiTh, HXXKUTK, Yoro aywa 3abaxka, yce To0Oi
noctasnaTmmy..." Ta Tak, 0O4Ha Opyry nectyto4un, ogHa o6 apyrin
>Xankyto4n, 3abynm 6yno n o6 obigosi. | niy noracna, i gixa

nepewiwna... Hacuny onicng cak-Tak CnpaBUINCS.

He 6ixxnTb Hawa OKcaHa Hikyan 3 gomy. He muni im i nogpyrw, i
NiICEHbKW Ha YM He NAayThb, i wWebeTaTn nepecTana. YxXonmna pykas
BiL COPOYKMU, y34/1a rofnKy, NpoTarna HATKY, Ta 1 3abyna y3nvka
3aB'sA3aTun, Ta Cifla Kpan BIKOHLA i JaBan 6 To WnTK. 3Hawn
BUBOOUTb Ta BUBOAWUTL... | CMiXy HEMA; HE CXBAaTUTbCS, MOS
ronyboyka, WO y3/MKa HEMA, Ta N He goraga€eTbcs, cTibatoun, 60
3HaW y BIKOHLLe Mornsaaa, Yn BUCOKO COHeYKOo? "Horo BOHO Tak
TUXEHbKO KOTUTbCA? — ayMma cobi.— Konm 6 a 3ay>xana, g 6 noro
LBMAOYE NMPMBOJIOKJIA aXk reTb Tyanm 00 Nicka. Lo cboroaHi Takum
OOBrvn geHb?... | KiHuSA NomMy He BUAHO... Bepboyko rycteHbka!
PO3MNyCTW CBOE JINCTAYKO LLe rycTiw, noKpun Hac, 9K 3 MUJTUM
3inpemocs nig To60t0 po3moBaATH, Wob He nobaymB Hac HixTo. Bxe

S yBeYepi CNNUTatChb, 9K Mil MUIEHbKUA KOMUTAHYUK OyMa, KO



Ma€ No MeHe CTapocCTiB npucunaaTu?..." Ta n no4ana gymMaTtu, sK
BOHa BUNAE 3a HbOro, K CTaHe naHeto, K y Aobpi Ta y po3koLui
XXNTUMeE... Ta ce To Te, Ta ce To Te... OT gixgana i Bevyopa... "He
XOn meHe, mamo! A nigy oo lomMaxm Ta 1 NOCUAXY TaMm
OOBreHbKo..." Ta 3 CMM CJIOBOM — LUACTD i3 XaTW... ABiYi-TpUHi

cTpmbHyna... BXe 1 nig Bepboto!...

KonutaHa He 6ysio. BoHa po3rnsagina ycoau... HeMa Hikoro, Hid
TEeMHa, HiXTO He NobayunTb... Hesabapom 6iknTb i KonuTaH. "HYm Tn

TyT, OKCaHo?"

— TyT, Kpan TBOro cepfeHbkKa,— i npmnana L0 HbOrO...
3ibpanunck, Wob NoroBOpuTH, Ta HIYOrO i HE Ka)KyTb, 3HaN
LinyoTbca... Jani Bxxe 1 He irpawku... OKcaHa ax 319Kanacs...
Hivyoro in pobutn, Tpeba BnpuBaTnCA Ta BUNpyyvyBaTuChb... He bepe
Hi LiNKOBUX, Hi ByMa)kKoK; Naydy4n, Ka)ke: "3api>k MeHe nonepeny
Ta n pobu 3i MHOIO IO X04".

He Bunpocunacs, a Bunpy4anacb Hawa OKcaHa, i, 1K Myxa, Bif
HbOIrO noJsieTiNa i yckoduna y xaTty... Focnogun! bnigHa, TpycuTbCS,
MOB JINXOMaHKa ii 6'€... "Horo Tn, yoro Tn?" — Bekna NUTAETbLCHA, a
OkcaHa i csioBa He NPOMOBUTL... [lani BXKe saK-To 3ibpanacsa 3 cunioto
Ta ” pasan maTepi bpexaTn, byuimTo lomaxm He 3aCTana Ta, NAy4n
Ha3aAd, nobaymna BiabMy, WO KAyboMm KoTunacs, "Tak 1, — Kaxxe, —
Tak 318Kasacs, Wwo He MmoxHa!" MaTn n nosipuna. A 4n 0oOBro
MaTip, Ta we v nobpy, LoBeCTU 40 TOro, Wo NoBipuUTb YCbOMY, LLO
in cTaHb po3ka3yBaTu?... CTapa Bxe Hi 06 4iM i He ayma, a 60iTbCH,
wob onTuHa 3 Nnepensky He 3aHeny>kana, i CTana ii Ha niy
NokJsladaTwn, i KOXKYXOM YKpUBaTK, i BOOOK HanyBaTW... OKcaHi 1
nobpe, wo i Ha nedi MaTn nonoxmna, wob He AMBMTMCS T Y Bidi, 60
copoMm, 60 CcTuA, WO TUXEeHbKO Bif MaTepi noyasna 3 KONUTaHOM
NodbUTUCA | 3 HUM TUXEHBKO 3iIX0AUTUCH... AKObN MaTK TOrai Ao Hel
npucTana, BOHa 6 ycto npasay, BiA4 wWmporo cepus, yce 6 in
po3Ka3ana.



CyMmyto4n, 4 Bevepsna, 4m He Bevepsna, Tpoxa 4m v bpana
JIOXKKY Y PYKW, 3BasInface Ha NOAYLWKN, Ta N CTajNla TUXEHbKO
nnakaTu... Ta n ayma cobi: "Tak Tak-TO BiH MeHe ntobuTb?... Tak-To
BiH 06 MeHi »KafKye, W0 XOTiB MOCMIATUCb HAaQ0 MHOLO?... Xiba X 4
To6i He Ka3ana, wo A Tebe ayxe-gyxe nobno? He Tpeba MeHi Hi
naHCTBa, Hi 6baraTcTBa; Oyab X04 NPOCTUN MYXUK-TNYMaH, 9 Tebe
yce piBHO ntobutummy!... He Tpeba MeHi Hi 30/10Ta, Hi MEePCTEHIB, Hi
HaMWUCTa; HEXaW COHEYKO Ha MeHe He CBITUTb, HeEXal MicAub ON4
MeHe MOTYCKHe, Hexal 3ipo4Kn BifL MeHe NoX0BaloTbCHA, KBITOYKU
nepeno MHOK 3aB'sHYTb, MTalleyvykn He webeyvyTb, piveyka
BUCOXHE, CBIT 3MIHUTBCSH... MEHi 4O CbOr0 YCbOro HY>XAWN Masio, abu
6 A 6aumna Tebe noycsAk4ac, oMBUIacs y TBOI Kapi o4umui, cnyxana,
AK TM MeHe 30Bel AyLwKo OKCaHOo, K TN PO3Ka3yeELl, WO SK
mMepe nobull... 0T MOE N WACTS, MOE NAHCTBO, MOE LAPCTBO Y TiM
yB 04HIM! {1 )X AyMana, wo 1 Tn Tak nobunw ceoto OKcaHy! AX,
Ba4y, TV pagHiCiHbKUI 3rybuTn 1i, CBIT 3aB'A3aTu... bor Bxe 3
Tob6010. Ckazana 6 4, Wo nicng cboro He byny a Tebe nobUTK: Hi,
lmpo, BipHO Tebe nobutmmy no cmepTi MOE€l; 60 pa3 4YOOBIK
poOOUTLCA N AyLlWY NpUHbMe, Tak pas3 i 1obuTb. Kasana 6 1, wo He
xo4y Tebe nbnTu: Hi, YN CKaXke 4OJ10BIK, L0 HE XO04Ye Ha CBITi XNTH,
He xo4e cobi 300poB'a, wacTta? Tak i 9: TM — MOS paficTb, BTiXa,
LLaCTS, YBECb CBIiT... K »Xe MeHi Tebe nepectaTn nobutn? A wo
npasAa, WO He xo4vy Ao Tebe BUXoonTn, He Xo04y roBOpuTHY 3
TObOM... | TaKM He nNigy, He nigy N He niay; | He Bunay oo Tebe, xou
T MeHi 6or 3Ha wWwo pobun, naBan; cnoBa Tobi HE CKaXXy, MOKMN He
nobepews 3a MeHe PYLLUHUKIB MO 3aKOHYy..." Ta 3 CMM CJI0BOM yCTana,
BOAApWIa TPW NOKJIOHW Ta BN'ATb | 14rna, BXXe 3 YMKOI0

CMOKIiNHILIOHO.

YpaHLUi NOpaeTbCA 3 MaTIP't0, @ OCb i3 BOJIOCTI AECATHUK —
puny xaTy. Nomonuewmncek 6ory, ckasaswwu: "dan 60>xe BaM AeHb
nobpun! Hexan Bam 6or nomara!", — pani n kaxxe: — "3Bintecs,

TbOTYLIKa, A0 cebe NocTin NpunHAaTN".



— AKn TaM NOCTIN? — a)k CKPpUKHyna Bekna. — Yepes BiWo
ce? Cka3sasia rpoMaga, sk 9 npocuna, wob y cammx XiHok, ae
40s10BiKa HEMa, W06 TaM HIKOro He CTaBUTU? 9 X e niadvy
NOCTOAIHE Y NOMiY BigHNM. XTO X Ce 3 BaC BuayMmaB? AKuin TaM

NnocTin?

— 4, YnaciBHO, He 3Halo, TiJIbKM NOC/1aB roJioBa, HEXan, Kax<e,
npuHbMa€e 0o cebe konmTaHa. bay, TBOA XaTa, Kaxke, Kpalla, YuMm

he BiH CTOIThb.

Nopoymana Bekna, nogymana n Kaxe:

— Lo > meHi 3 Tobot rosoputn? T nocnaHmin. 9 cama nigy oo
rOJIOBU i PO3KaXy yce.

— Jlobpe, TbOoTyLKa, XO4iTb; roJI0Ba Yy BOJIOCTI.

LLIBnoeHbKO 3ibpanacsa Bekna, y3ana nansHUYKY, 3BMY4ANHO, K
nepen rosioBy nNTK, i Kaxxe OKcaHi: "Cnan X, A04KO0, HE X0OWN 3 XaTu
Ta 3anpwu CiHnM, NoKKn g Npunay. 9 3apa3 BepHyca". | niwna 3

OeCATHUKOM.

OkcaHa noka4vasia-nokKa4vasia rosioBoto, 3MxHyna, ytepna
C/i3Ky... N03acoByBasia ycoamn asepi.

Bekna, npuweawn o rosioBu, NOKJOHWIACA | CTana
PO3MNTYBaTK, 3 YOIro Ce y34J10CH, WO A0 Hel NoCTin CTaHOBNAATbL, Ta

e n KonntaHa?

— Ere! — ka3aB ronosa nosarom. — Mwu 6 Tebe, YnacisHo
Bekno, i He 3a4innann, Tak-60 CbOrogHi NPUXOANB CaM KOMUTAH |
TpebyBaB, Wob nomy nanam keatupto B Tebe. Mu-taku, npasaa, i
KasaJsim NOMy, L0 He MO>XKHa MO TaKil i Taki NPUYKnHI, Ta K FrPUMHe

Ha Hac, K 3aTynoTUTb Horamm — “"[aBan, — KPU4YNUTb HE CBOIM



ros0com,— faBan MeHi cenyvac! CrnpaBHUK Bac YCix MeHi y KoMmaHay
Bigaas. Ton 4ac nowau oymuwiaTbh KBaTUpPo. A 3apa3 cam Tyau
nepebepycb". Mun, YnaciBHoO, Tak 3 NMCapeM nepensikasanch, WO He

3Ha/N, Ha AKY i CTynNuTK, Ta OTTO i nocnann go Tebe.

— lMNan-ran! — ctana kasatn Bekna.— Bu XX B Hac rososa, BU X
HamM, 6e3nomoLlHUM, 3awmnTal 9K e ce MoXXHa? B meHe oaHUM
o[lHa O04Ka, 9K Ta NopoLlKnHa yB oui! Y Hel oQHMM ofHa YecTb —
Hawe 6araTCcTBO, Halwe 340poB's, Hawe yce! Morybumo noro, Kyam
MW Ha CBITi roanTUMemMocsa? Yn Mo>XXHa CiHO 3 OrHEM LOKYMKn
cknagaTtun? Xo4 a ay>xe nobpe CBOK A0YKY 3HAO i HE CrnoAiBatoCh
Bif Hel Hivoro Hepobporo, Tak noaun X! Tak A3uku X! Takoro
HabpewyTb, TAKOro HaMJIeTyThb, WO X04 3 CBIiTY BTikan! Jly4y4ye MeHi
PYKY YTATb, Jly44e MeHi 04en pilunTuUCs, YMM BigaaTn cnaBy MOEI
[o4e4ykmn Ha nopyraTtesnbCcTBo! bpexaTuMyTb Nt0aun, 3BiCHO,
bpexaTumyTb, 60 He Byae Tam NpaBAM HIYOTICIHBKO; Ta yCe X He
nobpe i Big ogHoi cnaBu. He naBan, NnaHe rosoea, Hac y abeny...

— lMoTypan, YnaciBHO, M1 OTEE yCe Ka3am oMYy, TaK HiHoro v
He cnyxa.

— [Nobpe X, — noayMmasLLK, CKa3ana Bekna, — nigiTe xe 0o
HbOIO | CKaXXiTb NOMY, HEXaW TPOLLKN 3roAnTb, NOKN A 3 AOYKOIO

Bubepemocs o cycina.

— OT1Tak 6 1 gaBHO, — CKa3aB roJioBa, nay4m 3 xatu. — Bxxe

3BICHO, WO NMPOTM KOorMnTaHa He MO>XHa CrNopnThb.

OT BepHYBCb r0JI0Ba | Kaxke, WO axk 3aCyMyBaB KOMUTaH, K
no4ys, WO TW, YNaciBHO, xo4ewl BUbMpaTuChb y cycian, i kaxke: "4nm
He MO>XXHa 1l AK-Hebyab 30NMHUTBL?" A 9 Kaxxy: "Hi »)KOQHOIO Mipoto He
MOXHa; 6aba ayxe 3aB3aTa". — "Tak 4opT 3 Het!" He
NporHiBanTechb, YNaciBHo, WO BiH TakK cka3aB: "He HapaTb i 1l, i

xBaTupi 11". Tak A y39B Ta 1 NiLLOB.



BcmixHynacsa Bekna i niwna pagiciHeka ogomy, Wwo
Bi4BOIOBaslaCb Bif KONUTaHa, a gani nay4m n 3acymysasa, WO 4YM He

niabnpa€eTbCca KONUTaH A0 ii 4OYKN? | CTana NpumivaTu.

LLlo >k BOHa NpuMiTUTL? 3a KoNnTaHoM 6w 1 Tak, — 3BICHO,
mMosiogeubke aino. "Tak-60 mosa OkcaHa, — Tak AyMma cobi,— gapma
O W WYTAMBA, i XKapT/MBa, Ta BOHa He 3arybutb cebe: BOHa 3Ha,
Lo € rpix i nornbesb; BOHa He HanNyCcTUTb Ha cebe cnasn".

Ta n npaBaa X 60. NMepectana OKCaHa XapTyBaTu i 40 Noapyr
biraTn: yce cnanTb gomMa, ToO WKE, To Npsage. Nonepeny cnaina 3
pob6oToto nifg BikoHUEM, Ta AK 3abayunna, Wo KONUTaH rno4vas Lo y
6ora AeHb MUMO BiKHa XOAWUTU Ta, LWWAMOYKY 3HABLLMN, MOKJIOHATUCS,
KOJIN BOHa rsiHE Ha HbOro, BOHa ce, ba4a4ym He pa3 i He ABa, CTana
KasaTu maTepi: "Cuaitb, Mamo, Bu 6ina BikHa. Bu cTapeHbKi, He

ny>xe 6aunte, a MeHi ycroam BnaKo".

— OT Tak nak! — Ka>xe MaTnu.— Y rognTbCH XX MEeHi Ha
CTapOCTi CMAITN Yy BiKHa Ta YCiM NOKa3yBaTW CBOIO CTapicTb? Tn
MOJIOA YOJI0BiK, TV AiBKa; Tobi nogoba y BIKOHUSA CUAITUN; NTUME
nobpun 4onogik, NobaunTb, NonbnTb, byae 3anMuaTucs, 3a Tebe.

— | BXXe, MaMo, CcbOro He KaxiTb! — ka3ana OkcaHa Ta n
nepecina o noay. MaTtu BTILLAETbCSH, WO A04YKa He NigOa€ETbCA Hi
Ha sKe OypayecTBo, i 3HaW Konmpca, CAiny4n, TO OYINKKY, TO
PYLWHNKN Ha NpuaaHe Ao4ui, a Toro n He 6a4nTb, 9K Ta, pobngayn,
3HaW, CNi30HbKaMN BMUBAETLCA... BoHa nobpe posibpana, 3 9koto
AYMKOIO KonnTaH 36mnpaBcsa 00 HUX Ha KBaTUpto... "Ce X BiH MeHe
nobuTb?..." — npurosoptoBaia cobi, Ne)xxa4ym Ha NnoayLiLi, Lo XOH

BUKPYTW Bif, CNi30YOK Ii...

He no>xmBmBCSA Hall KONUTaH KBaTupoto. Hezabapom — puny
XaTy 0o Beknun cTapoCTu; 0OUNH Taku cycig ii, a opyrum —
nigTakayka, cangaT. lNovYann roBopuTn 3aKOHHI pedi. Bekna cnyxa,



a OKcaHa 3 KiMHaTW | He NOKa3Yy€eTbCA, MPUCITYXAETbCA, WO 3 TOro
byne. Ak [oroBopuan 40 KiHUSA, TakK 3@ KO0 )X C& BOHW NPUALLAN
cBaTaTu? Erel... 3a KONMTAHOBOIro AeHLMKaA... "Bigoan, — KaxxyTb
CTapocTu, — naHiMmaTko! [loyui TBOI fobpe byne: i y xopouui
noxoauTsb, i y obpi noxxmeeTb" — i ce i Te T NnpucTaBaAAn...
CeppoewHa OKcaHa TaK BOoapwiacb y rpyaun Ta BraJsia B NOAYLUKWN,
wo6b MaTn He noYvyna ii FONOCIHHA, WO Tak i puaa! A ctapa Bekna,
BUCNyXaBLUW iX, Ta We nig Becesnn 4ac, He cTasa iM BUrOBOPIOBaTH,
60 oy>xe nobpe po3ibpana, A0 YOro BOHO €, Ta AMBUTBLCHA Ha HUX
BeCeNeHbKo i Kaxke: "A wo? Yum He 3 bpexyHiBkun Bu, noan nobpi?"

— W06 To AK? — cnMTaBCs NepLUNA cCTapocTa.

— Ta Tak,— Kaxxe MmaTu. — {1 6ady, Wo BOHO €. Hema y Bawomy
Aini Hi cnoseyka nNpaBan. bady, Anga 4oro BoHO pobuTbCs. Tak
cnyxante, niogn nobpi! € Ha Hebi 6or munocepaHuin! BiH He
noBeJsiBa FHyWaTUCS Hag cUpiTCTBOM! TAXKNIA rpix 306mnaxxatn i
YCSAKOI0 4Y0JI0BiKa, He TO Wo cupoTy! Ak coHue Ha Hebi, TaK y
YCAKOr0 YoJI0BiKa CnaBa. JInxo ToMy, XTo 3arybuTsb ii; ny4yye Torai
Ha CBITi He XUTW. Lo > 3a 4Y0N0BIK, WO MiAKOMNYETLCA Nif, HYy>KYy
cnaBy, Ta LWe nig aisoyy, nig cMpiTcbKy? He xo4y s Hi 3010Ta, Hi
cpibna, Konm 3a HbOro NorybuTn cnaBy CBOEI AOHEYKMN, MOET yTpobu,
MOMOro Hapog)xeHHs!... Jlyqyye A mato CBOIMN pyKaMu HaB'a3aTu In
KaMiHb Ha LUMIO Ta YTOMUTW Yy PidLi, YMM BiggaTn Ha COrpilleHie, Ha
nopyraTenbcTBo!... Focnoan munoctnsun! Yum g tebe nporHismna,
LLIO YYI0 TaKe MeHi NoCMisHIe? — TyT a)k cnnakHyna; gani n Kaxe:
"MaiTb, noan nobpi, Tyaon, BigKing npunwnw, i 4o TOro, Big KOro
npucnati. Mpix, ctng, copom ToMy KonuTaHosi! BiH 61aropoaHun,
BiH MMCbMEHHWN, BiH 3Ha, 3a WO rpix i Horo He MoXxHa pobuTwu...

apyrmux 6u Hag4aB, a He Tak pobuTtun..."

OT y TaKi C/IMBKK YCKOYMAM Halwi cTapocTu! Minmann obnmsHsA
— He 3Hato! [loTo4Ynnnca 3 xaTun, He 03UparNCb. KaxkyTb, 9K
pO3Ka3ajim KONUTaHOBI, LWo iM 6yno y Beknun, Tak, KaxyTb, ax
3ybamu 3ackperoTas.



OkcaHo, OkcaHo! [le TBOT WYTKN Ta XapTn? [le TBOI TaHLUi Ta
CKOKKN? [e TBOI irpn Ta webeTaHHA?... Yce MmuHynoca!... Flan-ran! Ta
X OiBKa, Ta BXe He Ta! Hirge 1i y 6eceni He BUOKO, Y pO3roBopax He
qyTn. CanTb yCe AoMa Ta AOMa, Hi C/loBeYKa He MPOMOBUTb, Hi
napu 3 yCT He NYCTUTb. [lepXnTb y pyKax abo pyKaB Bif, COPOYKMU, a
roJslIo4Ka 3aCTPOMJIEHA CNoYmBa... abo xo4 3a rpebHem, To
BepeTeHO [0/ JIeXXUTb | MMYKa Ha rpebHi uiniciHbka. Pyku
CNyCTUTb, FONI0BY NOXWINTb, ANBUTLCA — i HiYOro He 6a4nTb; a
4aCoOM CJli304KM TiNIbKKN Kan-Kan! byna 4epBoHa, K Mak, Tenep
lwoaeHb yce bnigHiwa, yce 6nigHiwa. Lokn 6ynm NnoOBHEHbKI,
Tenepeykn nosanagasnn. O4nui, Lo rpanuv AK 3ipoykun, Tenep
NPUTYXJIX, | MOB YMM 3aBOJIOYEHI, LLLO MOB i He BaYaTb HiYoro. Xou
LiNIMA OeHb 3 MaTip'to CMaiTuMe, To KO Ta 00 O0YKU He
3aroBOpPuUTb, TO HE NOYYELL Bif Hel Hi niBcnoee4vka. Konu wo maTu i
cnuTae — "He 3Halo, MaMo" — OAMH y Hel o4BIT. A HacoM i TakK
OyBa€, WO MaTM NMNUTAE NPO JIOXKKMW, @ BOHA 11 Ka)ke Npo Tend...

— Lo 3 Toboto, MO AIOHEHBKO, CTasnoca? Yum B Tebe Wwo

601NTL? — NUTAE MaTW.

— He 3Hato, Mmamo! BaynTbCca, HiYoro.

— Yn Xypuwicsa o6 yim!

— Hi, mamo!

— Tak-60 A 3Halo, WO Tn Xypuuics, i 3Hato 06 4iM. Tn 06 Tim
COKPYLUAELICH, WO KONUTaH AyMaB Nnpo Hac, Wo MW NycTUMOCA Ha
rpix i Wo A npogam TBO CNaBy, a Yepes Hel i Mot aywy? bogan BiH
Ccboro He gixaas! | 6boganm NoOMy Tak TAXKKO i BaXXKO 6yno, sk
MonoMy ceputo, 6avaum, WO MOE MUne AUTHA, MOS MOPOLLUNHA YB OUi,
Mill KBITOYOK 3aB'Aa€, COXHe, 9K BUINHOYKA... — Ta 1 NpuropHe i

[0 cepus... i n1avyTb yKyni.



Micna Takoro nectoBaHHA Ta 6avaym MaTepurHI CNbO3N, TYX-
Ty>K OKCaHa He NPU3HAa€ETbLCSA, WO Ce BOHa rnJjaye, CyMye i
BbMBa€eTbLCA 00 TiM, WO, NOOUBLLM Oy>Xe KPINKO KonNuTaHa, Yyna Bif
HbOIO i BiH 11 3anpucsarascs, Wo AbnTs i 11 Big WMPoOro cepus i Wwo
He MOKMWHe 1 OOBIKY, i WO BOHa NOMY i Kpalle, i Muilwe yCiX... Ta i
4YKMaJIO YOro BiH I HE HAaroBopwmB... Ta Micsa CbOro wo 3agymaB? 9K
BOHa Big HbOro nig Bepboto Hacuay BUpBanach; AK BiH XOTIB Y HUX
Ha KBaTuUpi cTaTn, Wob weuawe 3rybuTn ii chaBy; K XOTiB y34TK 3a
CBOro geHwumka, wob nicng opynosaTtn Heto AK 6m 3axoTiB... Ta,
36uparoymncb 06 CiM NOXXaniTUCb, CTUAA pagn HE 3MOXXE BUMOBUTWN Hi
C/I0BeYKa, Ta TiJIbKU WO CrJlakHe, Ta BN'aTb 3@ CBOIO AYMKY, LLO AK

TO KOMWUTAH 3BIiB TI.

AK HeBMaKo Byno Ha Bynuui i Hirge OKcaHwW, To Noapyrun i
yacom, 6yno, NnpuxoaaTb A0 Hei abo wutn, abo npacTu, wob
PO3BaXXUTW il TO NiCEHbKaMK, TO YCAKUMU pO3Ka3aMu; Tak yce
HiYoro! | AMBNTbLCSA, | Calyxa, Ta N He BCMIXHETbCH, K Til perodyTbCs.
bigHa Bekna, rnagsa4ym Ha Hel, XXYpUTbCHA; HAKYNUTb 11 i FOPILLKIB, i
MeOSHWYKIB, | TapaHi, i FOpoxy 1 cnpsxe... NOKYyWTYyeE, 6a4nTb, WO
Apyri giB4aTa iaaTb, @ BOHa n banayxe! "He xo4y, Mmamo; y aywy
MEeHi Hilwo He nae"...— Ta Xyaa cobi Ha X0, L0 30BCiM TiNbKN LLO
He 3Ba/INTbCs. be3 3HaxypoK Ta 6e3 BOPO)KOK He 06inLNoCh:
BUJINBAJIN Nepenosiox, BMUBaAU Bif YPOKIB, LUenTa u Bif o4en i Lo

He pobunm — yce HI4oro Ta 1 HiYoro...

Onpiy giB4aT, npuxoannum nposiayBaTn OKCaHy i XIHKWY, i
monoguui, 6o OkcaHy yci cenom nobunn. NMpomexx HUMK byna
Menalwka, MOnoAnLA NPoBOpHa; He Byno Toro Becinnd, oe 6 BoHa
He Byna CBaLLKOI; HA MaCHWULi BOJIOYNTU KONIOOKY — BOHa nepLia
NPUBOOHULS; BIiAKONAAYIOTb AiB4aTa — BOHa 3ibpana CBilh BaTa)KOK
MoJi04uvLUb, Nila nonepes ycix; cnapyBaTtn napybka 3 AiB4NHOKO —
In nogaBanm — BOHa 3Beae. OT 9K CTajla BOHa xoaunTu 0o OKcaHu,
K CTasa 3 Helo Wwyny-wyny, ax ryapk! — Hawa OkcaHa cTana
NOTPOLIKY BigAnxaTn. Bxxe n 60pLLKMKY NOICTb, KanyCcTKu 3

CBUHMNHOI 3abaxka, i BXXe YaCOM i BCMiXHeTbCA K YoMmy. [lani Ta



nani, Bxe n kaxe: "ligy a1, mamo, npoxoaxxycs; abo Ha BABip'i
nocnaxy, abo 0o Menawkm cxooxy".

MaTu pagiciHbKa, Wwe 1 cama Ii Bunposogxa. | wo nige OkcaHa
0o Menawkun, To BEpHETLCS yCe BeCcesieHbKa, yce Hibu 300poBila;
Aani MMHyNoCSa yce InXo: cTana Hawa OKcaHa i 340poBa, |
NOBHOBMAA, i pyM'saHa, AK byna; i HApAAXKAETbCSA, | HenypuUTbCS
LWoOHS, i BN'ATb y34/1a CBOIO HaTypy: i webeye, i CMIETLCA, |
BUrafye, i pero4yeTbCs, i 40 MaTepi NaCcTUTLCA; We Tpoxa He
BeceJiw cTana, 4yim nonepepny byna.

LLlo » TO T Tak Menawka noymHuna? MabyTb, BOpoXXuna Han
Heto abo wo-Hebyab Take 3pobuna, WO AK 3 BOOWN BUTAMIa Hawy
OkcaHy?... Ere! BoHa nobpe noBopo»xuna; BOHa nNignisna oo
OKcaHu Ta 1 CTana i po3Ka3lyBaTun, K TO KOMUTaH 1i 1obutp, AK
BOMBAETLCA 3@ HELO, YyO4N, L0 BOHA HEAYXA, i WO N CaM — XOM

BMUPATK, LLO He BaynTsb .

— Tak ke To 1 NobnaTb, 9K BiH, — CTasa CKpPi3b CIbO3U Ka3aTu
OkcaHa, a caMin axx noeseceniwaso TPoOXK, WO € KOMY CBOE rope
po3Ka3aTu i Npo KoNuTaHa norosopuTn. — Ak6m nobue cnpasai,
Tak BiH 61 He xoTiB MeHe norybuTu, BiH 61 He TonNne MOEi cnasun!...
— TyT i po3Ka3ana yce, 0O 4YOro KonuTaH Mas 1l NiABecTW; a cama

TakK | 3aJIMBAETLCA CJIi3bMMW.

Menawka TyT i nycTunack 3 CBOIMU NacamMun. TiNIbKU 11 TOro 1
Tpeba 6yno, wob OkcaHa CTasa XaNiTbCA Ha KOMUTaHa... TYT BXe
BOHa i mMoYana, i NoYana... BXKe Taka webeTyxa He Bubpelue, sK
Koro 3axo4el... | novana, wenyy4n, kKasaTu, K i caM KONUTaH
Tenep »XaJlKye, Wo Tak pobuB; WO BXXe Tenep He byne i wo BXxe B
HbOIO BXXE& N AYMKW TaKoi HEMa; WO Koan 6 Tinbkn nomy

nobauntuceb 3 OKCaHoO, TO BiH i po3Kaxke, WO agyma pobuTw...



— Wo nomy 30 MHot pobuTtn? — ckasana OkcaHa. — MNOKNHYTH
meHe, 6igHy; Hexan nponagato!.. He cnyxaTtn 6yno noro nonepeny,
He NpM3HaBaTUCh, WO i 9 nontobuna noro... A Tenep wo? BiH meHe
He 03bMe, a Ha be34yecTa 9 He mifgy, XO4 HEXan MeHe 1 neye, N pixke.

— Ta TinbKK Nnocnyxan Noro, Lo BiH CKa)ke, — yce CBOE TOBKJIa
Menawka i woaeHb yce 06 cim TosKoBana.

Mepw OkcaHa i pykamun 1 Horamu: "He xo4y 1 He xou4y. 4 6auy,
O S WBWUAKO BMPY; 3a4/19 YOro X BiH MeHi? Hexan 340poB XuBe Ta
apyrux nipayptoe”. Nani, cnyxatodm Menawku, cTana BXe KasaTu:
"He xo4y noro 6a4unTn, 60 n MeHi xxanko". ani kaxxe: "4 6 i niwna,
a K >XKe BiH BN'ATb NpuUnMeTbCs 3a CBOE?" TyT Xe, AK 3aboxxunacs i
3anpucaranaca Menawka, Wo BiH i He AyMa HiYMM goca)kgaTu, a
TinbKM xo4 61 NobaynTNCh, X04 Ha YacuHKy, To OKCaHa 1 CKa3ana:

“Migy, KoM MaTu NyCcTUTL".

OT i niwna.

He 3 Gica » nykaBun i konnTtaH! AX 3annakaB, K B34piB
OkcaHy, i Tinbkn wo ronybus ii Ta KpiNkKo NMabLHO Npocus, wob BoHa
Hi 06 4iM He Xypunacsa, oay>xyBana 6 weuglue, i WO BiH Ma€ Take
rapHe WOoCb CKa3aTw, Wo ix wacTs ycix byae.

OkcaHa, K ay»xe Kpinko nobuna KonntaHa, To 1 NoBipuna
nomy, i, 6ba4a4uncb 3 HAM 4YacTiCiHbKO, HE AyMasia NMpPo HbOro, Wob BiH
ioB Ha nornbens ii. 3Han NpuxoanTb A0 Menawku, wo B 6bora
JeHb, 6a4YnTbCa 3 KOMUTAHOM; a Aani BiH ii AOBIB A0 TOro, WO YYM
0o Menawkn xoonTn faneko, CTasn BOHM XXOOeH Bedip 3iXxoanTUCh
nig sepboto, 6ina BeknmHoi xaTn.

MabyTb, Wo niarnagis NMeTpo npo ci ix cxoabbula, a BXXe He
4yB Hi Big Koro, 60 HixTo ii Hikonn He 6a4mB nig Bepboto, AK BOHN

3ixogununce. Xiba, moxxe, Tinbkun MNMeTpo ak-Hebyab nigy3apis ix, 60



NUAbHO cNiavB 3a OKCaHOW i KoM 1 6aYmB, TO BXKE HIKOMY Hi
cnoBeYKa He ckasaB, 60 6yB napeHb YecHUN, aywy nobpy mas i
Bepircsa, wob kKoro 3anHATKM abo cnoBoM ocyanTu. Sk To Tam Byno,
MW He 3HAaEMO, a TiJIbKM pa3 HaZBeuip NpPMALLOB BiH 00 Beknn BN'aTb

3a TUM Xe CJIOBOM.

— 9K no4ka xo4e, — BiABIT Aana Bekna, — Tak Hexaun i byge.
Akbu nNo mMeHi, Tak A 6 ii cboroaHi Binaana. Ta 9 He Taka MaTw,
cunyBaTu He byay. Kaxku, OHI0, K 3HAELL.

HNymana OkcaHa, Aymana; wunana Ton pyKas Yy COPOYKN
OOBreHbKo, a)k HATKN NOBMALOPryBasa, i Yepes Cuiy HaMipunacb
ckasaTu: "CemeHoBuyy! bavy 1, WO BN MeHe ayxe nwobuTte... 4Ky
BaM 3a Te, L0 B MAaETe MeHe Wac/NBO 3pOOUTHU... Hi 3 KUM He
Oyne MeHi Takoro wacT4, K 3 BaMW... Ta NigoXAaiTb we..." Jani
3rnsiHyNa Ha 6ora, nepexpecTuniack i Kaxke: "OT BaM XpecT CBATUNA!
Konn oo nokposMu... He BMpy abo wo-Hebyab... Torai, Mamo, Ak
3HaAETe, Tak i pobiTb".

30BUrHyB [eTpo nievynmMa, NOKMBAB roJlIoBO0, Ta CKa3aBLUIW:
"Tnagite, wWob Torai BXxe He ni3Ho Byno", — MaxHyB PyKOIO Ta 1

MiLoB 3 XaTu.

— Wo ce 3a pi4y Taka? — gymasLiun oBro Bekna i guBnaymch Ha
[OYKY, crnnTana ii.

— A XTO 1Oro 3Ha, Mamo, LLO Ce BiH cKa3aB. Moxe, wo-Hebyab
no cebe: abo y nopory nige, abo gpyry AiBky 3Hange, Tak Mu wob
He »Xa/NKoBasN...

— OkcaHo, OkcaHo, rnaoun'...

B>xe OKcaHa i Ha wui y maTepi, BXXe 1 00HANa, | BULLINOBYE .
"Ynu moxxHa, wob TBoA OKCcaHa Ta gosena Tebe X04 C/IbO3UHKY 00



cBoin goni cnyctntn? 4 tebe pagyBaTtmmy, 9 wacTs i Tobi npnHecy.
Hikonn He 3ansavew Yyepes3 MeHe, He 3auxHew 06 MeHi... 60 11 MeHi
JNlyqye oTTyT 3apa3 neped 106010 Ha CiM CTONI NArTH, YiM norybuTn
cebe, Ta He TiNbKM NOorybmutn — i cnaBy NycTuTU Ha cebe". Ta ce
CKa3asLu, CTpnb-cTpmb 3 xaTn OO0 KONMUTaHa, WO BXe A0XXnAas ii
nig sepboto.

— Lo >, Mi OpAKKY, WO 3 CbOr0 HALLIOro XXeHnxaHHsa byae? 1o
MeHe eTpo NpucTaE; MaTu WIBUAKO NPUCUAYE, @ AiB4aTa Yynau Big
canparTis, WO BM WWBMAKO NigeTe Bif Hac y noxon...— Tak Ka3ana
OKcaHa, cnasym y KonmtaHa Ha KosiHKkax, 0OHSBLUM NOro 04HOLO
PYKO0, @ OpYyry BiH gep>xaB.— Koan Tu nigew, a MeHe TyT

MOKMHELL... MOYyEL... PO MEHE...

— A oT wo byne, — ckasaB KonuTaH, — Mun 36mMpaemocs y
noxon, A 3 Tob6ot 3BiHYatoCk | Tebe 03bMy 3 cobolo.

| cTann BOHM NOOGUTUCD, | CKiNbKK pa3 He 3iX0AWINCb, ynepLue

e KOMUTaH CKa3as., LWo o3bMe ii 3a cebe.

LLlo »x OkcaHa? PykamMun cnnecHyna, 3aTpycuiacs ycs... i negse
npomMosuna: "l ceoMy X npasaa?... CKakm X MeHi, K nepeg

6orom!"

— 9k nepepn 6orom, Kaxy T06i, Most OKCaHOYKO, LLIO TaK BOHO E.
A naBHO y35aB 61 Tebe, Ta Bymara Ha Halle BiHYaHHSA He NpuUrLLIIa
e 3 Nosiky. 9 AymaB, K BOHa NpuUnae, He Ka)Kydu Hi4oro, y3aTu
Tebe 3a pyKy Ta 1 MOBECTN A0 LEPKBMU...

— Tak g XX MaTepi 00 CiM CKaxy...

— Hi, mosa OKcaHo4KO, LWe He Yac in 06 cim kKa3aTu. 14 gymato
OCb SIK: Hi C/IOBEYKA I HE KaXKy4u, MU 3BIHYaEMOCH, | NpunagemMo o

MaTepi, i NpyuHeceMo 1 i LWOBKOBMX MAaTbIB, i NNATKIB, | XyCTOK, i



30/10TUX OYINKiB, | YCbOro, WO 3BUYaNHO ANA naHei, 60 1 BOHa CTaHe
naHeto, K byae KonuTaHCbKa Tewa. A wo Tebe BXxe BUPSOXY,

Tak...

— MeHi Hi4oro He Tpeba, — KMHYBLUUCb NOMY Ha WWNIO, CTana
NOro BULINIOBYBATU Ta NPUroBOPIOBATU, — TiNIbKU 6 MeHi y Cil YopHii

OYeHbKM ONBUTUCSA Ta IX LiIoBaTW, i Ci LLOYeYKH, i Ci ryboukn.

TaK OO0Bro XXeHnxaBWKUChb i NOpaauBLLUMNCL 30BCIM, WOo6 y Heaino
iM BiHYaTUCb | TOrai Bxxe MaTepi 06'aBnTY, po3inwnmcb cobi. OkcaHa
Bi>xnTb goaomy i 3emni nig coboto He 4vye... KonuTaH, KOTPOro BoHa
Tak nobutb, 03bMe ii, BoHa byae naHeto, MmaTn byae y po3kouli, y
BaraTCcTBi XUTW... "Y1 € TaKa WacCAMBa, K 97" — aymae OKcCaHa,
ybirwuv y xaTy... i 4OCAAHO i, WO MaTu BXXe Narjaa cnatu, K ce
YacTeHbko 6yBano, WO He AKAETbLCA OOYKUN, Ta N Nsxe; a Tenep
OkcaHi gocagHo, WO HIKOro in NnectoBaTn Ta HiXXNTK, 60 caMa He

TAMUTb 3 PafoCTi.

HegpineHbka Hepaneko — Tpeba 6 OkcaHi 36mpaTnCh 3aMix; Ta
4oro in 36mpaTrnca? Xo4 ogexka, Xo4 COpoYKM, BXXE 11 CbOro He
Tpeba, BxXe B Hel yce nancbke bype... i pyWwHUKN X, i Nogapku, B
HUX yCe He Mo-HalloMy... TaK AyMa Halwa ceppewHa OkcaHa i Hi 06

4iM He ayMa, Koau 6 TiNnbkn WwBulle HefinNeHbKa npunwna.

Y cyBOTOHbLKY yBeYepi, TiNbKK 3inwnunch nig sepboto, KONUTaH i
Ka)ke OKcCaHi:

— 3Ha€ewWw wWo, AywKo? 3aBTpa ypaHui MU NAemMo Yy noxoq...

— A 9K XXe ce? — ax CKpukHyna OKcaHa, 3/19KaBLUUCh.

— Ane! He 6inca Hivoro. Mos bymara y nosikoBHuKa. A 3aBTpa
BiABeny canjaTiB 4O HbOro, 03bMy Bymary Ta v ABJOCh TYT iK
Beyepy. Mnagun, ooXxunoanm MeHe, He 3axoaun ae ganeko. | matepi Hi



niscsoBeYyka He Kaxku... LLLo 3a rapHy cnigHuuUio S 1 cnpasums!
NIOCTPUHOBY, i lONKY nap4esy... LLLo Bxxe Ha ycto ryby naHi 6yge...

B>xxe konu OKcaHa 4yna, wo MaTepiii byne rapasa, TyT BXe
BOHa Hi 06 4im 6inbl He aymMana, i X0 Lo i CKaxXku, yce 3pobutb iy
BCiM nocnyxa. TyT cTasia CNOMUHATU, SK MaTu 3AUBYETbLCS, SK
3panyeTbcA... "Konm 6 y Hawin uepksi BiH4aTUCbL, WoO i aiB4aTa

noamBuUJINCbL, AK 4 NMaHero Hapﬂ,ﬂ,)KyCﬂ!...

Yoro To BXXe TyT KonnTaH He 6pexaB? Yoro He Buragysas, W06
TinbKK oaypuTn Hawy OKcaHy! A BOHa, cepaellHa, Sk puboHbKa Ha

YyOO4KY, TaK CaMa N KUOAETbLCA, | HiNNAETbCS.

X0 TifIbKW i 0O 3aBTPbOro po3xoAnancb BoHW, Ta OKcCaHi Wwoch
Ay>XXe Ha cepui xanko 6yno... Yce 6 BOHa nsiakana i caMa He 3Ha
yoro... "Ta ce, MabyTb, Bifl TOro, WO A 3aMiXX Nay, Wo Mato
NMOKUHYTW | CBOE CeJ0, | CBO XaTy, i CKPUHIO?... Hexan XTo xo4e
3abupa; 9 BXXe naHeto byny, nigy y noxon... AKOBO TO LLEe MEHi Ha
naHcTBi 6yne?" Ta n cnnakHyna.

PaHKOM y Heninto NnpoBoAWAN CangaTiB 3 cena, 9K O0Br BEJINTb.
KonuTaH Bepxu, KNaHABCSA i NPOLLABCA 3 CTapukaMmu, i Tyam
MOKJIOHUBCSH, A€ XiHKW | AiB4aTa cTosdsm i OKCaHa 3 HUMU;

MOKJIOHMBCA Ta " NMOKPUBCA KOHEM, aX CKiNlbKW BUAHO!

TyT Yorocb niginwos MNMeTpo go Tii Kynn, ge OKcaHa cToana Ta,
PO3roBOPIOOYN 3 MOoAPYyraMun, perotasack... [leTpo NoaAnMBMBCL Ha

Hel, 34BUIrHYB nJe4YymMMa Ta 1 niwos cobi.

— OT Tak Tu, Mamo, 3pobun, 9K Hawa Aspoxa opLiKoBo3iBHa!
— CKa3afa BecesieHbko OKCaHa, BepHYBLINCb A0 MaTepi.

— A WO TaM Take BOHa 3pobuna? — nutana MaTu, KpULaymn

JIOKLLINHY.



— [NomaHgpyBasia 3a cangataMu.

— No?

— Danebi! Ta we cepeny aH4a. Yci 6aumnu, a BoHa y3 0603i

XOBaAETbLCA. [1eMKO i CMIFBCSA, TaK LWe 1 931K NOMY BMUCOI0NKA.

— Wo »x matn?

— [onocuTb, He Wo.

— | He BMepna Big Tyrn Ta Big COPOMY IOACLKOro?

— AXK XKaJIKO Ha Hel AMBUTUCH, K TO nJade. 3o0CTajlaca Ha
cTapocTi 9K nepcT! Y! 9kbu a9 ninmana o1ty 6y3yBipKy, 5 6 11
rosIoBy BiATAMa, Wo6 He Knaana maTtepi Ta He pobuna cTuha Ha yce
ceno.

Tak iM ce€ 4yaHo 6yno, Wo yBeCbAEHNYKIN yCe roBopuan ob
ABpoci i 06 1i 6igHin maTepi. OKCaHa HiKyau 3 XaTu He BUXOAUTD,
X04 MaTw i nocuna ii go noapyr. "He xo4y, mamo. MeHi i 3 Tob6ot0
Beceno". TiIlbKM COHEYKO NOBEPHYJI0, BXKe BOHa W BUrisaa
KOMnUTaHa, a noro Hema. B>xe n HagBedip — HemMa. COHEYKO 3aMLJio
— KonuTaHa HeMa. OKCaHa y CcNbo3Mu... "o ? — Kaxke. — Xou i
obmMaHyB, Ta He NMoCMisBCA... Konn He BMpY 3 XXypbu, TO 3MOXY
3abyTun noro. Ha cobi yce nnxo nepetepniio, a BXXe HiIKOMYy He
CKaxy".

Tak cMONTb Ha 3aBaJIMHI | CBITOM HYOUTb, @ BXXe N CMepKJo. 9K
OCb KONUTaH xan ii 3a pyky... "Mongbom, OKcaHo, BiH4aTUCL". Y
OkcaHu Tak cepue 1 3axosioHyno... "Migy »x 8 0o matepi!" — Kaxe.

— He moxxHa, OkcaHo. Onicnsa npungemo.



— A 671aroc10BUTUCKL?

— BoHa nicna Hac nobnarocnoBuTb. Xo4im, AyWKO, WeMaLle,
nin go>xmnaa.

He niwna OKcaHa, a BiH 1l NOBIB...

— Kyan x Bn ngete? Ag)xe oHAe LLepKBa, a ce BXe 3 cena...

— He Mo)xHa, oywko; 9 nonkosun, Tak Tpeba, wob Hac BiHYaB
MOJIKOBUW MiM...

— Tak pe ce?...

— leH y TiM ceni, Ae NoJiKk HO4YyeE, N'aTHaAUSATb BEPCTOB Bigcing.

— TaK Wo XX OTEE? — BXE He NAe, a KONUTaH TalWuTb 1i; | B HEl
pyku n Horu oay6inu.

— OT70, Wwo Tpeba wemawe nocniwaTtn. | nin goXxwuaa, i rocTi
Ha Becinng 3ibpanucs... Ckopiw nawn, ocbae n 6pmnyka mos.
Moigemo.

— A MaTun?... OX, BEpHYCA A Ta CKaxXy...

— Ta kKyan v bygew BepTaTuUCh? BOoHa BXXe faneko, a ocbae 1
6puyka. LLBnaeHbKO cigan, Mu 3apa3 4o Hel BepHeMOCH...

— A He oOMaHIELW TN MeHe?

TyT KOnNUTaH i no4aB BOXNUTUCA 1 3aNMPUCAraTUCH, LLO YCbOMY
npasha i Wo TiNIbKW NOJIKOBWK MiM iX 3BiHYa, TaK | BEPHYTbCA A0

MaTepi i 03bMyTb il 3 cobolo... Ta ce Kaky4n, 30BCiM HEYYBCTBEHHY



OKcaHy ynxHyB y 6puyKy, ciB cam, KpukHyB: "Mawon!", i noMm4annco

KOHIi fIK cTpinal...

OkcaHa HaB3puA nnade, a KONUTaH 1l yroBopsi€ i yce in
NPUCTaBISA, K OT-OT MPUIAYTb, 3BIH4YAIOTLCA | BEPHYTLCA 00

mMaTepi...

He3abapom i pobirnn. KonntaH ysiB OKCaHy B CBOKO KBaTUPIO Hi
XXMBY Hi MepTBY... TaK i BNaJsia Ha NoCTi/lb Ta CNi3bMU

obnuBaeTbCAl...

KonuTaH 3apa3 i KpukHyB: "MopbyHoB! bixkn cKa>kmn baTiowiui,
w06 iwoB BiH4YaTb CKopiwe!"

— Cnywato, Bawe bnaropogaie! — KpnkHyB cangat i nobir.

— J[lanTe HaM 4ato! — rykHyB KonuTaH. — Hanunce, AyLwKo,
4yato; TV 30BCiM 30MJliNa, BNagew nifg BiHLeM.

— 4 voro 3poay He nuna i He xo4y! BigBesiTb MeHe 00 MaTepi.

— Tpeba BUNUTK X04 TpOWKW, NMpusBMkKan. Tenep bynew naHeto,

Tpeba ycakum geHb NUTU. Ha X04 N0XKeYKYy, Koam ntobull MeHe.

Hivyoro OkcaHi pobuTb, y3a1a NOXKeYKYy, — COJIogKe, ropJio
npomMoYmnna, Wo Ay>Ke 3aneknochb y Hel... "Ha we noxeuky!"— we
NIOXKeYKY MpunHana. "XJanMCcHU 3 Yalwkun, Xo4 TPOLKKN",— XJINCHYNA i

yapyre, i yTpeTe, i yn'aTe... i BUunuiaa ycro Yaluky.

TpoLKK nonexasLwu, NigHANacb, BXXe N BeCeNleHbKa; He
BiAMara€eTbCs Big APYroi... 04MLi NOCONOBIN... 3awebeTana Hawa
OkcaHa! 3Hanm po3Ka3ye, K BOHa HapsaaAUTbCA Nif BiHEUb, SK
npunge 0o MaTepi, AK Ta 3OUBYETbCH, 3pafY€ETbCA... @ TYT caMa

TPEeTIO YallKy, CaMa y35a i, BUNMMBLUYN, BXXE CUOUTb Y KONMUTaHa Ha



KoJliHax i caMa cobi BeCiNibHUX NiCEHbOK MPUCHIBYE... Aasi WOCb
3abopmoTana i ronoBy noxmnuna.

Hanunnacb OKcaHa naHCbKOro Yaw! bypew, cepaewHa, TAMUTHY
— i NnoBik ockomMuM He 36ynew!...

— lMponana g Tenep Ha CBITil...— KpuKHyna cepaewHa OKcaHa,
K NPOKWHYNACb ypaHUi, AMBASYUCH, L€ BOHA i WO 3 Het CTaslocs...
Focnogn MnnocTmBuin!.. CTOITb | Ha MiCLi He YCTOITb, bnigHa sK
CMepTb, TPYCUTLCA YCiM TiNOM, K 34enunsia pykKu, Tak BOHUN B Hel i
3aKOCTEHINN; po3naeTeHi KoCK NOBUCKX NO rJe4vam, o4i 1
AVBNATbLCA, Ta He 6avaTb, WO TYT NEXUTb KOMUTaH, noryburens ii, i

CMUTb, He YYCTBYE, L0 BiH HApobus!...

MPOoKKNHYBCS BiH CKOPO i, Bavayunm Taky OKCaHy, WO 30BCiM AK
CMepTb, KMHYBCSA A0 Hel, wob yroBoptoBaTH 1i, CXONUB il 3@ PyKU —
PYK He po3Befe; nocaams Ii Ha NOCTiNIb — BOHa W CiNna... XWINTbCA,

XWINTBCA... | BMasa 3 nocTeni 4onony... i HeXXrBa 30BCiM.

To BOAOIO BiANNAN, TO HATUPAKN I BUCKWU, TO YKCYCY AaBanun
HIOXaTWN, — CAK-TaK 3iBHy/la CcepAellHa... 3Befa o4mui go bora... i
NepBe-nenBe NpoMoBuia: "3apiXKTe... MeHe... 30BCiM..." TyT
KOMUTaH KMHYBCS [0 Hel, CTaB Il po3Ba)kaTun, CTaB NpoxaTun, CTaB
yMmonsaTu, wob He BbMBanaca Tak, wob He xypunacs, wo ce Hi4oro,
O OT »Ke MNPUHbMYTb 3aKOH, 3BIHYalOTbCA — i yCe BiH NOKPUE, AK

OOBI BE€JINTb..

OkcaHa xo4 i guwe, cnaaym Ha nixxy, Kyam nocagunn i, i He
B6a4nTb, 9K BiH KO0 HEl BOMBAETHLCA i WO BiH i1 FOBOPUTL; 3MPHYIa

o4ynusamMu... "Mamoukol... le Tn?..." — npomMmoBmIa... Ta AK 3apuaa...

FopbyHOB, OEHLMK, | TOW CTaB NJ1akaTW, ONBASYNCH Ha Hel.



A KonuTaH yce B'€TbCA KOJIO HEI Ta NPOCUTb, WO6 He XXypunacs,
L0 Ce Hivoro, Ta wob ybupanach wemaLle, WO BXe nopa ixaTu...

He cnyxato4dm Noro HiYoro, Tak, cepaellHa, i moBaannacb oMy y
Horn. OxBaTwuna ix pykamu, uinye, obnmea cnisbMu ripkumm, He 3

o4Yen BXe, a Bi caMoro cepus, i ctana Nnoro MoJINTu:

— KonuTtaH4ynky min! Bawe 6naropogie! He 3Hato, SK Bac we
BULLE BO3BeNMYaTU? byabTe MeHi bpaTukoMm, we nyuie —
baTeHbKOM pigHUM!... NMocnyxante meHe, BigHyto, nornbyto
30BCiM... 03bMiTb HiXK, BUPIDKTE MOEIO PYKOIO CepLe MOE, piXKTe MOt
Aylwy, 3aK0oNiTb MeHe! 1 He JOCTOMHA XNTW Ha CBIiTi 60XKOMY; MeHi
He MOo)xHa ByTu 3 noabmu!... 4 B6nna MaTiHKY MOIO pigHeCceHbKy!
LLlo BoHa Tenep 6e3 meHe?... BOHa He nepexxnBe Takoro copomy!...
A 3rybuna cBoto cnasy... S 3anponacTtuia aywy ceoto! PixTe,
KOMiTb MeHe, He Bosa4nchk rpixal... 4 n cen rpix 03bMy Ha CBOIO
aywy. Hawo meHi xutm 6e3 cnasu, 3 6e3vyectam?... Konm X, Min
KOMNUTaHWKY, NpsiMo y cepue! He BivTeck rpixa... BM BXXe MeHe ripLu
BOWAN, BU NOorybunm meHe Ha BiKW BiYHii; BU, LUYTSAYN, CMilOHUCH,
BiAHANM B MeHe, o 6yno y MeHe AOpOrworo, CBATILLOro... 4OpiKTe
MeHe; ce BXe BaM byae 3aMicTb irpawku... 4 nornbluas Ha Cim
CBITi... IK 3ragato npo MaTiHOYKY MO0, XMBa 6 y 3emnto niwna...
MaTiHKO Mo4, piaHeHbkas!... LLlo a Tobi Hapobunal... Yn ce x TBOSA
OkcaHa?... Yu ce X pagficTb TBOA?...

Ta>Ko0, XanibHo npurosoptoBasa OKcaHa, a cama nepu
nJakana-naakana, ax cnisbMu nignanna... Boaoccq Ha cobi pse, y

rpyan 6'eTbcs, a fani BN'ATb 30MJ1is1a N NOKOTUAACK...

CanpaT ybir 0o KonuTaHa i KpUKHYB: "lMoXanynTte, Bawle
6naropoaie; yce rotoBo, Bac XxayTb".

KonuTaH, 06Tepwu cnbo3n, 60 n cam, xo4 i 3anekna aywa, a
CNNakHyB-Taku, yxBaTume 6e34yBcTBEHHY OKCaHy, 3aBEPHYB Y



cangaubKy LWNHESIO | BUHIC Ti HA pyKaX, | YNI0XXNB Y BpUKYy...

Moixann panbLu!

Hi >xnBa Hi mepTBa nexmTb Hawa OKcaHa y 6punyui;
O4YBCTBYETbCSA TPOXU, 6aunTb — Be3yTh Ii, AeHLWUK 6ina Hel. 3rnsHe
Ha 6ora... "N'ocnoan munocepaHun!... Yu ce a! | oTee 3i MHOIO
3pobunoca? MaTiHOYKO Mos! He npoknvHam »xe Ti€l, wo byna TBOEK
IOOHEeHbKOolo..."

CTanu Ha KBaTUpIO Ha Apyry Hi4. OkKcaHa 3n4rsa 30BCiM. Hi

ICTW, HIi NNTKX, HIYOrO He Xo4e, | He 3ragyn 1.

— Y He xoY4, AyLIKO, Yato? — CNMUTaB KOMUTaH, xnebyy4yn noro 3

JTIONBbKO1O.

— byAb NPOKAAT BiH Big MeHe, — a)K KPUKHya, 3aTPYCUBLLUNCH
OKkcCaHa,— TO He HanuUTOK, TO NMeKesIbHUN BOMOHb... — i K
3aMOBKJ1a, 3aMOBKJ1a, | BXXe WO KOMUTaH He rOBOPUB A0 Hel, K TO
B>XKE He po3Ba)kaB i, TaK HIAKOro o4BiTy He fana, a yce 3amxana
TSXKKO, @ 4YacoM i nepexpecTntbcs... MabyTb, wo-Hebyab

3aMuLuNiana.

AK oCb YHO4i Npo4vyBa€eTbCcA OKCaHa, yCi gobpe cnasaTb... Nona
TUXeCeHbKO ycTana, 4n obynacs, 4m Hi, 4n BAArna wo, 4y He
BOAMNa, Ta TUXOI CTYNOto nae... nae, axk Ayx npurtaina... nge... Ta
[0 ABepen... pun i Bunwinia. TyT 11 BXXe nerwe ctano guxaTtu, i Bxe
CMiniw niwna 0o Asepeun HaABipHUX... Hananana noHo4i 3acys i WO
TO BXX€ [0Bro Moro gBurasna, NoTUXeCeHbKy Ta NoOMasieCeHbKy, o6
He CTYKHYTWU Ta He po3byanTn OeHWMKIB, WO Yy XaTi cnaaTe. | asura
3acys, i 60iTbCA, i yca TpycuTbCA, i AyMa cobi, SK-TO 9K BUCKOYUTb
HaaBip, AK NOOIKUTbL, KyOM O4i, CXOBAETLCA Oe-Hebyab, MOKMN CBIT
CTaHe, a TaM nige NpsaMICiHbKO A0 MaTepi... BiocyHyna... i aoBepi
TUXEHbKO BiAYNHAKTLCA, cnacnbi, N He pUNAATb... OT i 30BCIM

Big4YMHMNA... "XTO nge?" — KPUKHYB YacoBuiA, Wo TyT 6ina osepi



ctoaB... OKcaHa Tak i 3mMepTBina! lNpecTpaweHH cangaT, 3
NpefoBruM OpyX>XKoM, K cxonuTb OKCaHy 3a pPyKY, AK noTtacka Iy
XaTy, Ta, BiA4YMHMBLIN ABepi, TaK i BNXHYB I, KPUKHYBWWK: "Bu cnuTe,
a [eBKa Bawa ywna 6yno..." TyT OeHLWMKN NPOKNHYNCH, NigHAN
OkcaHy, wo Bnana 6yno, 9K ii cangaTt nNxHyB. A TyT i KONuTaH
NPOKNHYBCSA i CTaB BUrosoptoBaTn OKCaHi, 3a41MM BOHa AyMa

BTikaTn? CbOro B)XXe He MO>XHa 1 nogyMaTu.

YpaHui He noixanu Hikygun: Tpeba 6yno cangatam nepectoaTw.
OT i npynwoB oxBuLep A0 KonuTaHa; po3rnagas OKcaHy i CTas
NoMy 3aBMAyBaTW, LLO TaKy KpacuBy AiBky nobys cobi. Oani,
B6yuimTo 1 pobpun, i Kaxke, WO X0AMB, Kaxke, BiH 40 nona, wob
OKCaHy 3 KONUTaHOM BiHYaTb, Tak 30BCiM 6u gino, 3apas3 6u
NMoBiHYaNW, Tak HeMa Big 1l MaTepi bymarn, a 6e3 Toro He Mo>XHa
BiH4aTW. Nocnanu, Kaxxe, AKoMora wsuawe, wob nocnina bymara,

KOJIM HEe CbOroHi, TakK 3aBTpa YyTb CBIT.

OKkcCaHa cuanTb, MOXUMBLLN rOJI0BY, i HIYOIMO 1M HE KaXe.

Hani Ton oxBuuep i CTaB Ka3aTu, WO KOMUTAHOBI HE MOXKHa Y
noxoAi AaiBku 3 coboto BoO3nTK, Tak Tpeba ii HapaaAnTX, MOB OEHLLVK.
Tpeba, kaxe, i Cii KOocn BigpizaTn i ronoBy obCTPUrTI.

KonuTaH rykHyB Ha aeHuwuka, wob obctpur OkcaHy. Tinbkn Wwo
TOW NPUCTYMNB Ta HAMIPUBCS, BOHA K BUXOMUTb HOXKHULI, K
cKko4mna i Kaxke: "He gnam HikoMy opyZyBaTu Haj MO€t Kocoto! He
BMina g 36eperTtn CBOEI cnaBun, HE AOCTOWMHA HOCUTW i AiBOYOI
kpacu!" Ta 3 cum cnosoM — 4umpk! Ak He Byno cnasHOI, pycor,
[OBrol, ryctoi Ta nuwHol kocn! OKcaHa cxonuna iy pyky,
NPUropHyJsa 4o cepus, nouisiosasa... Ta ripKo-ripko 3ansakana,
Aani i no ronosi cebe HOXNUAMN — YUPK, YMPK... | mMOCTpUrna
MiCLSIMUM YCIO FONOBY... 3ibpana BOJIOCCH, | TEX ornnakana i kaxe:
"Tak T0b6i, OkcaHo, n Tpeba. 3rybuna cBOO CoiaBy, XO4U X
obcTpmxkeHa!l... 4 n 3abyna, wo meHe Tpeba 6yno wie BYOpa
obcTpurTn! YecHa fiBka KpacyeTbCA KOCOLO, @ Taka, SK £, 3aBceraa



obcTpukeHa byBa..." 3abpasa CBOO KOCY i BOJIOCCAYKO yCe,
3aBepHy/sa y XyCTOYKY i MPUropHy/ia A0 cepus.

OxBuuepn gymanu, Wo iM Besimka Mopoka byae, ogarato4m i
Mo-Xa0M'a4in, i CTanm 3aroBoproBaTU... BOHa IM i Kaxe: "PobiTb Wwo
xo4eTe 3 cTpmKeHoto OKCaHo... BOHa yce norybuna: i cnasy CBOltO,

i KOCY, | pPO3YyM; 11 BXX€ HE MOXXHa Hi40oro giso4oro Hocutu!..."

AK Tl oggaranmn, 9K nocTpurasam no-xJon'a4vin, BoHa He

npyYanacs, HiMOro He Kasana, TiJlbKM WO Nnakana...

Cepue 601Tb, pO3Ka3yloun, ik TO CTpaXkaasia Halwa
cepaewHa OKcaHa i Wo Tepnina Big KONMTaHa, 3710ro 4osiosikal...
YCbOro n nepeckasaTtu He MOXXHa. K BiH 1l MO NMoxo4am BO3UB 3
cobolo, AK il cTepernu i Hiv, i AeHb, wob He BTekNa. A 36epyTbCca o0
HbOIrO OXBULIEPU, TO BOHa W06 CToANa nepen HUMN, NIKOJIbKU IM
nogasana, i Xod yCi 3Hanu, Wo BOHa fiBKa, Ta nepepsag)xeHa no-
xnon'a4yu, Ta B3nBasn il IBAaHbLKOLO, | XXapToBain 3 Helo, | BUragoBasm
neuwo. BoHa X, K CTiHa, MOBYUTb Nepes HUMW i Hi Napwn 3 yCT He
NYCTUTb, TiNIbKK 34uXHe i nogyMa: "Cnyxan, OKkcaHo, sk 3apobuna!”

LLle Takn 6e3CoBICHMIN KONUTaH He NepecTaBaBg ii 06ayptoBaTu.
LLle Takn, 9K YacoMm OKCaHa Ay»Xe po3rJadvyeTbCs, Ta CTaHe Noro
nonpikaTtu, Ta CTaHe NOMY MNPUCTABAATU, AKUA TO BiH rpixX Ha4 Heto
3po6buB, TO BYLLIMTO 1N XXaNKYE, i NOYHe BN'ATb BOXKNTUCH | KNACTUCH,
LLLO BiH 3 He 3BIHYA€ETbLCA, TiNIbKM OT He Npuwna bymara Big
MaTepi; i NoOYHe N YyCAKI TepeBeHI MPaBUTU, PO3BaXkatouu ii; To,
cepAeliHa, Xo4 i He 30BCiM, a 4acoMm, Byno, TPOLIKK CTaHe BIpUTK:
"Moxxe, — ayMana cobi, — i cnpaBai Konn-Hebyab BiH CXaMeHeTbCS
i NOKpUWE CBiN rpix? Migo>xay Ao cnywHoro Yyacy!"

B>Xe 1 XJI0N4YMK B Hel ABUBCA... TYT-TO KOMUTaH NpW Ti »XXiHL,i,
KyOWu Le 3a3fanerigb 3asi3 1l 415 TaKOro cjiy4vato, TyT-TO BXe
60>xuBCS, i 06bpa3 3 CTiHM 3HIMaB, | 3aNPUCATrHYB, WO Tiibkn OKCaHa



He 3pobuTb Hag coboto Hivoro i 61aronoNy4YyHo PIlLNTLCA, Tak 3apa3
i 3BIHYA€ETbLCA 3 Helo, Wob i rpix NoKpuTHK, | paboHKa y 3aKoH
yBecTu. LLle He oy>ke nicns poAviH BUXOAWAACh, @ BiH BXe i NpuBI3 i
BN'aTb Ao cebe, 6oa4nch, wob BoHa He BTeka, 60 yce y Hei Ha
ayMmui ce byno, i Yacom, sk goneye ii Xxypba, To BOHa 1
NPOroBOPUTBLCH.

Micnsa poaviH He BiHYa€eTbCA KonuTaH. CTaHe OKcaHa nnakaTu,
CTaHe KonuTaHa BUMNUTYBaTW, WO BiH iyMa 3 Hel, — cyrnocTaT
3aCMieTbCA, Ta 1 TinbkKn. Tpeba OKcaHi Ha XUTPOLLI NigHIMaTKCA.

CTtana BecesnieHbKa, nepecTtaa TyXUTb, CTasia rOBOPJIMBaA, XOM
3 KOMUTaHOM, X04 3 OXBULLEepaMu, aK 3inayTbca. MNpo maTip He
3rafy€ i Npo BiH4aHHA He CMOMHHa... Ary! in ctano 6inbL BoOAi.
Ctana npuMivaTu, BXXE 3a HEK He TakK AOornsa4atoTb, a Aasli BXe N He
KapaBynATb. Lani-gani, BXXe i MOXXHa, nonepeny 3 cangaToMm, a
nani n camin, Ceo ANUTUHY, CBOro MnTtpuka, oasigaTtu, WO
rogyBaBCb Yy ApYriM ceni, Hegane4yko. Bxxe in MoXXHa, Ko
3axoTina, i no 6azapy camin NnoxoanTn, xo4 A0 NiBAHA. XOOUTb BOHa
no 6a3apy, i Konu ny4aTbCA SAKi OAW, WO 3HAOTb, OT BOHA i
PO3MUTYE, Ha AKi i Ha AKi MiCTa gopora y Takin rybepHii 4o Takoro
cena? XTo 3Ha, TO 1 pO3Ka3yloTb IN. B)xe BOHa cama He pas3 4yfa,
AK 3iNOYyTbCHA OXBULEPWN 00 KOMMUTaHa Ta CTaHyTb TOW
MPOKJATEHHUN Yal NUTb 3 AKOKCHb NiAJIMBKOIO, Bif HOro i BOHa HaBiK
nponana, i KONUTaH IM po3Ka3ye, WO BiH i He AyMaB HIKOU
BiHY4aTUCA 3 Helo, a TiNibku 06 ayptosas. "A Tenep, Wob yce nokpuTy,
AyMato, — Kaxke, — 3BiH4YaTun il 3 CBOIM AeHLMKOM abo BaM KOMY,
naHoBe, NporpaTn y KapTn, 60 B)Xe BOHa MeHi HaJoKy4a".

Yyna ce OkcaHa i He O4MH pa3, | CBOK OYMKY yce ragana. Pa3
yBeyepi 3inwnnca oxemuepw, i baraTeHbko ix, 40 konuTaHa. Y
KapTu rpatoTb, JIIOJIbKU CMOKYYTb, NyHW N'tOTb i MO Yapui He
3a0yBaloTb; FOMOHATL CO0Ii, OAMH OAHOI0 HEe CNyXatkyu; a AEHLLMKN,
OOVH KYLLUAHHA rOTOBUTb, @ APYrnn nobir y TpaxTup 3a HanuTKkamu.

OkcaHa, 3Hato4uu, Wo 3a Heto He Byae HiAKoro gina i wo BoHa, 6yno,



cobi npn Takim 6eHkeTi, Wwoao ceiTy byayTb rynaTn, 3aBcerga
NAroBusiacsa cnaTu; BOHa, y34BLUW LWWNHEJTIO CBOKO, 3BEPHYa i
MOJIOXKM/1a Ha CBOIO MOCTIiSIb, MOB HYOJI0BIK JIEXXUTb, | IK YN0XKWNa, Ta
3 XaTwn, Ta 3 ABopa, i Bynmuamm yce 6irna, axx noku snbirna 3 Toro
ropofa, Ta y ceso, oe rogysascs il MUTpPUK.

Y6irwm y xaTy, Tak i 6pm3Hynach XiHui y HOru, Wo gornsgana i
MwuTpuka, i po3kasana, Wo BOHa 3agymana. Ca monoavus 3Hana
yce, wo 3 OKCcaHOo NOBOAUIOCH, i HE pa3 BOHa nsakana 3 Het 06
Takin il roguHi, nogymana: "LLlo Bxxe, — ayma cobi, — MeHi
3anfiavyeHo ynepen rapasg, a ak OkcaHa 3pobuTb Tak, 9K AyMma,
TaK Ha MeHe 1 neHi He bype". Y3aswun, Hapaaunna OKcaHy y CBOE
XKiHOYe i ronoBy 1l NOKpWa; fana i i KOXXYLOK CTapeHbKNH,
OVTUHW paaw, 3akyTana Mntpuka, Lo BXXe Tpoxu He rony Oys, i
NonoXKusna i Ha pyku. A Tam, 3ibpaBLUM YCIO XJI0M'AYY O4exXY, L0
OkcaHa CKuUHyNa, Ta CTapeHbKUX NesIIoWOoK AITCbKUX, i niwa 3
Helo... Ta A0 CTaBKa... Hiy; HixTo iXx He BayumB; NoNoXMan Ha bepesi
yCIO Ty xJion'avy ofexy, AiTCbKi nenmowkuy, byuiMmTo OkcaHa 3
ONTUHOIO BTONMWUIACh, Aasna OKCaHi rpUBHIO Ha O0POry i

BUNpoBOAMAA Il @X reTb Mo BYJIULL.

3ocTanaca OkcaHa cama cobi, y camy TeMHy ryny Hi4, K
naneub. | NTN 6 i 60ITbCS, | Kyan NTN — i He 3Ha fobpe; 3Ha TiNbKK
ropoda po3nuMTyBaTWn, Ha AKi i NTu. Noaymana-nogymana cooi
OkcaHa, pani n kaxke: "YMina 1, OkcaHo, MaTip MOKMHYTH, YMIN xe
n 3HanTK il He 6oanacb maHapyBaTu, He BiNCb e i BepTaTuch!
Mana y po3KOLWi XUTTHA, TEPNK X Tenep i ronod, i ycaky 6igy... Lo
X pobutn? Lo cTynnto, To aanblue Big rpixa, a 6mxye oo
MaTepi... Focnoawn, 6narocnosun”. NepexpecTunacs i niwna.

XO04 i TeMHa Hiy, a, Npurasaaatoymcb, 4Oopory Bnako. | Big ctpaxy,
o6 ii TaM He 30NMHKMB XTO, i Big panoLLiB, O BUPBasiacs 3 Nekna,
OkcaHa, K 3 xosio4y, Tak gpwkana, a TyT i nycTunacb NTu
wemawe, wob 3irpitnce. Yum Biginwna CKinbky, 4n LWe N He ayxe, a

BXXE 1 30rpiflachb. A TyT Le N KOXKYLLUOK, | B Y31 NeowKn ons



OUTUHW, | NanaHuua, | niexniba fana xa3amka, cnacubi in, Tak BXxe
OkcaHa Tak 30rpifiacb, Lo He MOXXHa. Bxxe nge-nae, Ta n cno4vunHe,
i Ayma cobi: "OTee ioy 9 A0 MaTIHOYKKN MOET pigHEHbKOI! Y1 XXuBa To
BOHa we? Moxe, 3 xXypbu Ta 3 Tyru i nomepna, wob He baunTm
COpOMY, AKMN 9 HAHeCNa Ha il CTapeHbKY roaoBy? Kosin He 3aCTaHy
11 XXMBOI, TO BXe 3BiCHO, LLIO BOHa i BMUpat4yun npoknanal... y!
CtpawHo!.. 4 npoknaATa Big maTepil... He ycTaHy 3 il rpoba, Tam
neXaTuMy He IBLUW, He MUBLUN, NOKW cama He BMpY!... MpoknaTin
BiO MaTepi He Tpeba XXNTU MeXX NOAbMU... 3eMS HE 30EPXKUTD...
Konu X we »xunBeHbka?... O rocnoaun! 9k s asntocb go Hel?... Ce Ta
OkcaHa, Wwo byna i padicTb i BTiXa i WO €10 MaTW NoTiwanach i
Benmnyanace!... Ce OKcaHa, Wwo cmisnacs 3 NopLwKoBO3iBHY, LLO
nomMmaHgpyBasia 3 cangatamuy; Yyna, sk MaTu gMBoBasacs, Wo
ABOoowWwHa MaTK He BMepJa Bif Tyru, LWo Ao4YKa Ii NOKMHYJa, a caMa
Yyepes3 roAvHy Tyaom X nomMmaHapysanal... dBgoxa », MoOXe, yBe4epi i
BepHynacs, a OkcaHa, ropgas Ta nuwHas, Wwo i 3a My>Xruka He
AyMana nTu i Wo Benm4yasnacsa Haj yciMma, a5 nosicuiacb Ha WNIO
KOMUTAHOBI, 3ax0Tisfla pa3oM naHeto 6yTu; Tackanacb 3 HUM NO
yCbOMY CBIiTY i AnTMHY aobyna!l... OT T06i, MamMo, MuTpunk! HAHBYNCH
3 HMM, TiWw noro, ce TBO€i OKcaHm 3apobiTokK, Lo 3a oxBMLEpPaMU
6irana. NMpunabana T06i i YecTi, i pagocTi, i noBa>kaHHA. bepu 1ioro,
MaMoO, Ha PYKWN, BUXOAb Ha pyauuto, noxesananca oobpum nogam: ot
Mo OKcaHa fK Hapobuna! Hi, cama nocnigHs AiBka y HawomMmy ceni
Tak 61 He 3pobuna, 9K MOS A04Ka, WO NoBaXkasacs 3a camy
nepwy!... Po3CcTynucs, cnmpa 3emns, npuiamMm meHe, wob g He

Bavynna MaTepPUHUX CNI30YOK, TAXKKOIro cTuaa ii, Wwo g in Hapobuna!"

Tak npurosoptoBana i, Ay>e ripko naadvdy4um, nexkana Ha 3emi
OkcaHa Kpawn cBoro Mmutpuka, Lo cnaB 3aKyTaHUN Yy NENIIOWKN Ta Y
KoXyX. MNnakana-nnakana, AMBJASYUCL Ha CUHA, | Kaxke cobi: "Hawo
BiH pOAMBCA Ha CBIT? Ha cTua, Ha nuxo, Ha rope. MNpocBiTKY NOMy He
byne Big nocmiwmwa; 3 6ancTpoka He BuxogutTume. Mos MaTu NOro
H6a4nTn He 3axo4e, NPOKAEHE yKyMi 30 MHO0; 1 Byay xoBaTbCA 3
HUM Big nogen!... Mpubepn NOro, rocnoaun, NOKK Le 9 He ainwna
no maTtepi! Konm 6 3Bip, abowo... A 9 wo? Xiba 9 4onoBik?" — ax



3aKkpuyana OKcaHa, CKOYMBLUM 3 3eMJAi, | cTana, BUNPAMUBLLUCD i
031pakyncb BUCTPO MO YCbOMY MOJItO. YB O04ax y Hel iCKkpu 3arpanu,
BOJI0CCA AMBOM CTano, pykKn K NpoTaraa, Ta n He 3Bege ix. "4
noTiwa ycakoro 3gipa!l... 1 Bbuna ceoto MmaTip pigHy... A Bununa
KpoB il No Kanesbuil... Tak Mo>aJikyto CBOro gutaTn? BoHo He anTs
MeHi, BOHO ypar Mil... K g 3 HUM MOKa>xycsa A0 MaTepi, y CBOE
ceno? BoHO MeHi cTua, cTpam, nocMmiwnwe... He tpeba noro...
NMponafan BOHO, HEYECTUBOIro poay, ypara mMoro, rybutens moro!...
0O-0-0! Akbun MeHi Nnonanacbk KameHoka! TyT 6u nomy i amiHb! Mo
rON10BUi rapHEHbKO 6... i He nucHyno 6! Hi, He Tak. OTTYT y KaHaB.i
BUKOMato NOMY rapHeHbKY SIMKY, MOJI0XKY NOro JIOOeHbKO... Ta
pa3oM 3eMJielo i 3acunito, i rpobuk BuBeAy; BOHO i HE 34YETbCS, MOB
3acHe... Hexam konuTaH cbKae cBoro cuHa!'..." Ta, cee kaxkyuum, i
npunHanacb oboMa pykamMm y KaHaBi, Ha pyLIEHin 3eMi, KonaTu
AMKY, @ CaMa aX< pero4yeTbCs, WO 9K TO rapHo Buaymana: i npunge
y ceno, i 6esyecTs He npuHece 3 coboto, i HixTo 06 il cTnai i He
3HaTuMe. 3BiCHO, WO Toai cepaewwHa OKcaHa Big BeIMKOI Xypbu He
06 cBoiM ymi byna.

OT BMKOMana aMKY i, 9K BXxe gobpe po3csino, sBnyenypuna ii
FapHEHbKO — 30BCiM NOTOBO. YCTaBLUW Ha HOMW, FsHY/1a Ha AMKY,
3APUrHYysIa KPINkKo yCiM TiJIOM... Aani ckpenuiacs Ha cepui... i XyTKO
niwna 3a AMTUHO, Nnpurosoptoydn: "Ctynan, Mntpuky, roai Tobi
CMaTW Ha roJin 3eMJi, KonnTaHCbKHI cuHy! OT Tobi BiYHa KBaTepa
rotosal..." Migbiruem niginwna oo ANTUHWN, NPOTATHYA PYKHK, LLOO
Yy3ATW NOro, a BOHO, cepAellHeHbKe, BUCMaBLUNCh, MPOKUHYOCH i
cobi NPOTArHY/I0 py4YeHA-TOYKIN, Ta CMIETbCHA TaK BeCENeHbKO,
3BICHO — K TO40BUYOK, Ta N KpuKHyno: "Mamol... Mamo!..." Ta Tak
»XanibHo, CNOBHICIHBKO, HEHaYe NPOCUTLCS, Wo6 MamMa Noro He
rybuna. 3gpurnyna OkcaHa gy»xe... Aasi nepemMornachb, K
KUHETbCSH, AK YXOMUTb AUTUHY... @ OUTUHA pyY4eHATaMn i OOHAMO i, |
uinye, i 6enbko4e: "Mamo!.. 6034!..." OkcaHa TakK i 3o0Mnina, i

He34ynacH, 4K i BMana Ha 3eMno...



YTpeHs poca Ta BiTepeub AMYXHYB Ha Hel — OT BOHa
oTaAMUIACA... ANBUTbLCA — | He 3Ha, e BOHA. A OUTUHATKO Na3nTb
Nno Hin Ta yce, Wo BMi€, Te n benbkoye: "Mamo!... bo3zal..." TyT
OkcaHa 3ragana, Wo BOHa Mana 3pobuTn. 3ragasa — i MOpPO3 No
HIN Tak i NPOMNLWOB... y34pifa AMKY, Lo 6ysio Ana CBOEN ANTUHN
BMKOMana, pa3oM CKo4Yuaa, yxonumna AUTUHY Ha PYKU i SK CcTpina
nobirna Big TOro Micus i, BiadIirwmn, KNHynacb HaBKOJILWKW,
NOJI0XKUNa AUTUHY i CTana 6ory MOAUTUCH WMPO, | NOKAOHN BUTn, i
00ilyBaTUCh, WO Hi3aLlo BXe He 3p0buTb HIAKOro xyna OUTUHI,
AoHece Noro Ao4oMy i, KoM MaTu Noro He 6,1aroc/ioBUTb i BigKuUHe
Bin cebe, i Xo4 yce ceno rHylaTMMeTbCs Moro i 6ancTprokom
APa>XHUTUMYTb, X04 Lo 6 To He Byno i 3a AUTUHY, BOHa NOro He
NOKWHe, BUrOZYE NOro i O po3ymy noseneTb. A gani n kaxe: "Konum
A He BMina 6yTn oo4koro, Tak byay maTip'to!" — i cTana BN'aTb
MonnTuca i 6ora npoxaTun, WO6 NPOCTUB i1 CEN TAXKKUNA,
CMepTeNbHUN rpix, WO BOHa XOTiNa 3podbutm Hag ANTUHOLO. TiNbKK
L0, NMOMOJIAYUCH, CTajsla yCTaBaTu, TYT SKpa3 COHEYKO 3inLwsio, Ta
TaK ACHO i Tak Npe4ncTo... OKCcaHi CTasno Ha OyLli TPOLUKWN
Beceniwe, yTepsa C/b03M1, NOCHIAa1a TPOLWKW, fasa n AUTUHI
nanku, 3aBepHysa Noro, NPUropHyJsa noro 4o cepus, ae B Hel
Nle)kana y naaToyky Aiso4a 1l Koca, i niwia 3 CBOE AYMKOLO, HacCTo
34Mxako4un, i yce 3 AUTUHO po3Mosnsna: "bo3a! Mamo!" A MuTpuk
webeTas 3a Heto, CMISABCb, JIOBAAYM il CNIbO3MU, LLLO TaK Ha HbOIO
Kanaau, Ta 1 3acHyB cobi.

IloBro Toro po3ka3syBsaTu, K Hawa cepaewHa OKcaHa 3 CBOIM
MunTpukom npoburpanack Yepes yci MiCTa [0 CBOro cena. Yacom
no6pun 4onoBIK sly4aBCs | NiABo3mB i, a 6inbw TOro, wo nwnia. Pyk
He 4yna, HeCy4m AUTUHY, HOrn ay>xe 6oninn Big xoabbun; oe
BUMPOCUTb 4Oro 3'iCTh, a e N HIYoro He fafyTh, TO N rosoayBana
4acCTo, 30CTaBAAYU OAUTUHI | NOCNIAHIO KPpUXTY. OT BXXe LO0XO0OUTb,
BXe yce 6smx4e, yce 6amxye 4o CBOro cena... a cepue TisibKn
TbOX-TbOX! @ Ha cepui, Tak bor 3Ha aKi AyMKU! AK BOHa ABUTbLCA
MaTepi?... Lo MaTu ckaxke in? LLle To 4m xmBa maTu?... FopeyKo in

TaxKe!



CKinbKK BOHa TaM iWwna, i 9K BXe nwia, a Taku ginwna. Ocb
BEPCTOB 3 AECATOK 30CTaslocsA [0 cBoro cena. yma cobi: "Xou i
HepaHO BXe, a AK Mocnily BOCTAaHHE, TO XO4 CMEPKOM, a TaKu
nobpeny nogomy..." Ak xe B HEi 04Ha OyMKa, WO AK TO BOHA
nobaunTbCsa 3 MaTip'to... abo 3Hanae BXxe il Ha knagbwvwi; Tak nae, i
HOIMM He NAYTb, | CNOTUKAETLCSA, | CTAHOBUTLCA, BN'ATb Nige,
OPVXKUTL YCiM TiJIOM, Yy rOopJii 3acuxa, ge Hanae BoauLto, MpoMOYnUTb
CMaXxHi yCTa, BN'ATb nige... AyX In 3axBa4vye, He3ayxa, cage, 4m
Big4OXHE XO4 TPOXM, YN Hi, BM'ATb CKOYUTb, BN'ATb Nige i BN'ATb
HEeHaoBro... Ta Tak i oni3HWNack. NMonyHowHa 3ipKa 3inwna, a
BOHa Lle fgasieko Big cena. Amnbana-gnbana, 3HeMornacb 30BCiM;
cTano cipitn, 3abaymna, WO MadA4nTb IX LLepKBa, BOHa TaK i BNnasa
HaBKOJIWKMN... "LlepkBa cBaTa! 4 yBixoamna y Hei 4yicTa i
Hernopo4Ha. Y gocTorHa X 6yay CcTaTu y Hil 3 cBoiMUK rpixamn!™ |
LLLO-TO BXe MnJjlakana, CToA4YM TaM Ta MOJIAYUCK... [ IFHyNa, Wo
3eMJII0 3Mo4UIa CNi3bMu, OT i Kaxe: "OT aKunn paneub NnpuHecna s
Ha poauMy 3emnto... Heposro 6yny g Tebe CKBepHUTU, CTynatoyn no
Tobil... He 3cTynnanca nepeno mHoto! Mpunmn rpiwHe Tino B cebe
Nno CMepTi, X04 3a Te, Wwo byny Tebe paHO 1 Bedyip CNizbMu

nonmeaTtul...

MocunkyBanach, Wob yctaTn, He 3MOraa, TyT Ha A0pPO3i i

npurnana, CTOrHy4Yu i nNaadvyyn.

068uAHINO. iae 4onoBik JOporo y ceno. baunts, WOCh
JNIEXXNTb Ha AO0PO3i... NiAinwoB 6mxx4ye — XiHKa 3 OUTUHOIO,
MabyTb, HeOy>Xa; JIeEXXUTb, NJ1ade, CTOrHe i pykn nama. "4oro tn TyT,

MoJsioAvLe, Ha WNAxXy narna?" — NUTaeTbCsa YOJIOBIK.

3unpHyna OKcaHa Ha rosoc, npunamemaace nMuabHO... "OX,
rocnoan!" — KpukHyna, obepHynach ik 3emMni, 3aniakana HaB3pua i

Kaxke: "[loKpunin MeHe, cupa 3emss, Hexal a9 He Bavy!...

— Ta wo T™v Take? Ym HepyxXa, 4n wo?



OKcaHa He Ka)e Hi4oro, TiJIbKW FipKo rnave.

— Ta Hy-60, Konn Hegyxa, To 4 Tebe niaBe3y, — CKa3aB
YOJI0BIK i CTaB ii NOBOpOYyBaTK, OO 3HATKY, LLLO CEe TaKe E.

— Y6uinn meHe, lMeTpe! — KpnkHyna OkcaHa. — Ybui Ha cim
Micui: a1 3a Tebe 6yay 6ora monanTn.

— Ta x10 ce Takun? LLlocb 51 Tebe He ni3Hato.

— Y6un OkcaHy! Po3gaBu ii n'aToto...

— OKcaHo, ce Tn? — KpukHys lNMeTpo i BiACTYNNBCS Big, Hel,

34ennB PyKW i, NBYIOYNUCH, ONBUTBLCA Ha Hel...

| Ak nomy 6yno nizHaTn OkcaHy? BiH 3HaB i 4iBKOIO 340P0OBOIO,
NOBHOBMAOIO, PYyM'AHOIO, BECEJSI010, XXaPTOBJINBOKD; CbOrOAHI
PO3PAANTLCA, a 3aBTpa wWwe ny4vye. A Tenep, 6a4unTb, NeXxuTb Nnepes
HMM LWOCb XyAe Ta npexyne, cyxe, bnige, 3amnine, a>x N0O4opHina Ha
Buay! He onexxa Ha Hin, a cTapuese JIOXMOTTS Ha HiW, i rosioBa
NOKPUTA YOPHUM-TMPEYOPHUM LiIPABMM OYINKOM; JIEXXUTb, HE 34YXKa€E

yCTaTW i ripko niaye.

HNobpa MNeTpoBa aywa! KnHyecsa A0 Hel, NigHaB ii, NnoCaanB i Cam
ciB 6ina Hel, po3BarkaB I, caM MorJlakas 3 Helo, | K BOHa Ayxe

BUMUTYBaa NMpo MaTip, YM XKMBaA BOHA i AK XXUBe, TO BiH i pO3Ka3as:

— MaTu TBOSl, OKCaHO, XMBa, TO WO 3 Toro? Jlyywe 6 in 6or
cMepTb nocsas! OcCb Wo A TobI po3Kaxy.

Y TOn Beuip, K TWU... TEE... TO, K BXe Tebe He Byno, BoHa i He
xonwunacs, narna cnatu, AyMatoyu, Wo TU HepPaHO npungewl. Ak xe
B34pina ypaHui, wo tebe HeMa i WO TN He NoYvyBasna AOMa, OTTYT
BOHa BXXe He 3Hana, wo 1 pobutn! Mobirna go cycign Ha nopaay,



Ha NPOBIOKMW... Yepe3 rogunHy yce ceso 3aryno, wo OKcaHn HeMa.
bigHa TBOA MaTW, i CKa3aTn HE MOXXHa, K Xypuiacs, Ta yce HiXTo
He AoraayeTbCs, Ae T giBanacs. HixTto He 3HaB, Wwob T 3 KuMm i3
cnyxasux nobunacs, a 06 konutaHoBi N bangyxe — HiIXTO 1 He
AyMmaB. "Konu XK BOHa He 3a MocKasisMu nobirna, — Kasanuv nogn,
— Tak abo BTonunacs, abowo". Lykanm iy ctaBky. AX OCb i
BEPHYBCb Halwl KiHopaT-Taku; noro nigsoay 6panuv nig cangaTis, a
BiH HOYyBaB y TiM ABOpPIi y AA4bKa, Oe N KOMUTaH Ha KBaTepi CTOAB.
Yye KiHgpaT, Wo Aoan po3KasyoTb, WO KOMNUTaH NPUBI3 3 HaLIOro
cena AKycCb AiBKy. BiH, w06 NnognBMTUCL, XTO TaM Taka, 4YM He 3
A04Y0K MOro XTO, 3UPK Y BiKHO... a)x OKCaHa CManTb Y KONUTaHa Ha
KoJliHKax i 0BHIMa noro, 1 Linye, i BeceneHbKa, i BECiNIbHI MiCEHbKY

cobi x npucnisye... MNMpasaa X cbomMy, OkcaHo? byno ce?

OkcaHa noxunwuna rosiosy i BTepsia Cni3o4ku... lNeTpo in kaxe:

— Hy, napma, ce BiH Tak po3ka3yBaB. BiH 341MBOBaBCS, Ta K He
noro [ino, To 1 BiAINWOB. Ha Apyrun, Kaxke, AeHb KonuTaH
NnocTaBMB BOOKW LLOCh B6araTo i Ansa ceoix nogen, i xasgdiHam. |
KingpaT, Ka>ke, nuB... He nna4, OKcaHo, i He CopoMCs; 9 po3Kasylo,
K BiH Ka3aB. OTTo KiHOgpaT, BepHYBLUNCb 00 Beknu, Ta npsamo i i
kKaxke: "He wykante OKCaHW CBOEI: BOHa OTTakK i Tak, TaM i TaMm..."
TyT BXXe He 3Ha/n, Wo 3 TBOEK MaTip'to i pobutn. BoHa He
3aniakana, a TiibKKn yca nogepes'saHina... CTanu ii po3sakaTw,
BOHA MOBYMTb Ta BCe Y KYTOK NWJbHO AMBUTLCA. A Tam ByB i He

BiAXOOMB Big Hel.

OkcaHa xoTisla WocCb CKa3aTu, AAKY4M NOMY, Ta 3a CNi3bMU He

3MoOrsa.

— OT MoBYasa-MoBYasa i yce AMBUTLCA TaK CTPALLUHO Ha YCiX,
Aanii 3arosopwuia Take, WO N CKa3aTu He MOXXHa. To Kpuyana, wob
JIOBWAN CanpaTis, WO BKPaaM B Hel AyLly, WO BXe B Hel HeMa Ay,
LLLO BXX€ BOHA He 4Y0J10BIiK, LLO BOHa KOJ104a, Hi Ha WO He noTpibHa.
To NOMOBYUTL, Ta N CTaHe stoaen npoxaTn Ao cebe Ha Becinng, Wo



BOHa Nae 3a KonuTaHa, i NoYHe noe'a3yBaTn cobi Ha roaoBy LWoO-
HebyOb 3aMiCTb CKUHOAYOK, Ta N 3Befe BECiSIbHUX MICEHBLOK... "A
K, — Kaxxe, — npmBeay cobi gouto OKCaHOYKY, rapHy Ta
nperapHy..." Ta pa3om 3 cepueM i KpukHe: "To 1 1i 3@ HiXKKK Ta 00
nasky. Y6'io, ragtoky, y6'to, 3mito!... BoHa 3 MeHe KpoB BUCcana,
BOHa..." — Ta TyT BXe Take noHece, Wwo He xo4dy Tobi i
po3Ka3yBaTu, 60 11 Tak Ay>xe nnavedul...

— lopi x, ropi! MepectaHb! — Ka3as lNeTpo. — Cnyxan, Lo
nani Tobi 6yny poskasysatu. CTpaxkgana TBOS MaTu Tak A0Bro. Mwu
AyManu, WO BOHa TPOHYyJacb 3 YMa; ogHavye CAK-Tak ToO MOJIoAunL,
TO 3Haxypi BigBoO4ANM 1i, MPUNLLJIA BOHA 00 NaM'ATI... TaK WO X?
TyT-TO AKe Tl inxo nocturno! TyT i Hananu Ha Hel Hawwi N'aBku!
3apa3 Ha4asbCTBO 3 FPOMaLOoI0 Npucyannu, Sk Bekna €
6e3nyLwHag, i CMHa i NpMHBMUTA HEMa N He Byae, TO 3eMt0 i y3au
y 0bwecTBeHHY i NoAINMAN HavYanbHNKKM MexXx coboto. TyT nmcap no
KHUram 3Hanwos, wo 6 To TBiM AigyCb Ta NOro AiaoBi Ta BUHeH 6yB
n'‘aroecat pybnis, i 06 TiMm i Bymary ymTaB nepen rpomMaforo... a Wwo
rpoMaga 3Ha? OT i npucyounu Baw ABip Big4aTn NMcapesi... OT

TBOS MaTu i Nilwna y cycigu...

— Mosa MaTu y cycinax? — KpukHysa OkcaHa, pyKn faMmatoydm. —
Ce a i Tak Hapobuna! — Ta a)k npunana 4o 3eMmJi, Nadyu...

— Ta ak sunwna? ObibpaHa 30BCiM. TO Ha Niku Niwno, To bpann
nobpi noan 3a 9KyCb KOJINCb-TO MO3UYKY, @ TO M NigKpaaanun, Tak
wo Bekna, 3 6baraToi Ha yce ceno, y 4iM cTOSANa, Y TiM i nepenLnia
[0 Mukonu LWTupi. 4 xoams y gopory, ce 6e3 MeHe BOHU Tak
ynopanucb. BepHyBCb, OMBIOCHL, 30BCIM 3aHanacTuaun i 3genu i
HiHaLwo!... XOTiB yCTYyNnUTUCb 3a Hel... "He pylw, — cka3asa MeHi
Bekna, — 6or 3 HuUMu! Ce mMeHi HivoriciHbko! Konm OkcaHa Tak
3pobuna, a BXXe noau... | Hawo BoHO MeHi 6e3 Hei? Nompy i 6e3
xynobu. BoHa noi3gmTb 3 KONUTaHOM, 3apobuTb BaraTo rpowen, y

PO3KOLUI MOXKMBE, @ A Ha CMITTI nomMpy!...



LLlo Bxxe nnakana Ta bunack cepaewHa OKCaHa, Tak i Mipu
Hema! 9kbu wo, cama 6 Ha cebe pyku nigHaNa, cnyxatoydn, 0o AKOi
6ion posena BoHa MaTip. [eTpo CAK-TakK po3Ba)kaB ii i CTaB
COBITOBATUCH, AK 11 A0 MaTepi ABUTUCh; OKCaHa HiYoro Toro He
cnyxana. "Migy, — Ka)xe, — NpoCTO A0 Hel, K i noMaHapyBasa
npocTo. YMpy 6ins Hir ii! Hexan wo xo4e, Te 1 pobuTb 30 MHOIO".

MeTpo OOBro cuAis Ta yce aymas, Aasi n Kaxe: "9k To6i,
OkKcaHo, i y Hawe ceno aBMTUCL? Tebe 3acMiloTb, 3aKMPKatoTb,
npoceiTKy To6i He 6yane. Mocnyxan meHe. Cigan Ha Min Bi3, a Tebe
npoee3y A0 MOro ABOpa TakK, WO HiIXTO N He nobaynTb. Tam 3Hangy
MaTepUHY NAaxTy, i CBUTUHY, | OYHINOK, Ta N NpUNLgEMO Mno3a
By IMUSMN 00 NAaHOTLSA, HEXAW HAC 3BiHYa, Ta TOr4i BXXe 9BMMOCH i
no MaTepi. BoHa, no6a4mBLumn, WO TV BXXE Y 3aKOH yBeAeHa, He Tak
byne Ha Tebe XXankoBaTW; a i y ceni HiIXTO He nocMie 3 Tebe

CMIATUCL, 60 T BXe ByaeLwl My>XXHAS XoHa..."

LLle MeTpo rapa3pn i He gorosBopwuBs, a BXXe OKcaHa i 6ing Hir
noro. XeaTa iX, UWiNye, cnisbMm 06MKMBa, a)K 3aUXa€TbCA, | HE
3MOXKe cnioBa ckasaTu: "lMeTpel... NeTpel... TV He YONOBIK, TV AHION
6oxun!... bpaTuk pigHun cboro 6 He Nnpuaymas, Wob Tak MeHe
yTiwnTn!... Llo ce T 3a4ymaB?... Y1 OOCTOMHA X 9 TOro, wob Tn n
AyMaB Tak? 9K y TBin YecHun oM, wo byna 6orobossnmea cim'a 3
6aTbka, 3 Aiga, Ta yBeCTU MeHe, NoTaCcKyxy, Lo COPOM Ha Heil

AVIBUTUCH, LLIO 3EMJISI HE AEPXUTb?...

— Twn 3Haew, OkcaHo, wo s Tebe nobue WKMpo i Tenep e Tebe
nobnto. 4 3Hato TBOKW Aywy. Ty CNITKHYAach TPIWKKW. X0Y WO X0Y
Mpo KOMMTaHa po3Ka3yw, a U TW BUHHA... HY, Ta fapMa, yce
3abysato i Hi 06 4iMm 3ragyBaTun He Byany, moB aiBkoto Tebe bepy...

— Hi, CemeHOBUYY, HE OCTUOIKY HIKOJIN TBOEI C/IaBU, He
3anakoLly TBOE€I CiM'T 1 poay!... 1 nponawa HaBikn! Xiba He Baumw
oHAe 1 3apobiToK Min...



— BiH 6yne MoimM cuHOM pigHMM. Yepes Tebe g i noro
nobuTtrmy. Mocnyxanm MeHe: NOKPUIA CBOIO ClaBy, fan nomy baTtbka,
a MaTepi cnHal...

— Ocb foe mof cnaBsa, — cka3afna OKcaHa, | BUNMHANA NJaTo40K
3 CBOEIO KOCOIO, i Moka3ana lMNMeTposi. — Ocb e BoHa! HixTo He
MOXKe il MpucTaBnTN 00 MeHe! HixTo 1l He y34B y MeHe, 3 caMma,
CBOIMU pyKaMu Bigpi3ana, 9K cama cebe i norybuna. NpuctaBntnii i
BEPHYTN MOIO C/IaBYy HiiK BXKe He MOXKHa. X/10nusa BUroayto, K
3[y>Kalo; MaTepi, Koam we fonyctutb Ao cebe, byay in i cuHowm, i
[04KOM0, i pobiTHULELD, | KpiNaykoto. byay Hid i geHb pobutu, wob i
nponuTyBaTn 3a Te fobpo, Lo Yepes MeHe pilniacb BOHa. A
Yy>KOro BiKy HE X04y 3aigaTun, He xo4y, wob Tn 3a cBoto AobpicTb
TepniB Yepes MeHe...

LLlo To B>XXe oBro yrosoptoBas Ii [1eTpo, Tak BOHa Hi3allo He
3axoTina 3pobuTn No noro aymui, Xod 308CiMm 6aymna, WO BiH Ayxe
Besinke nobpo ons Heii ana maTepi pobume. He 3axoTina, wob BiH ii
NMPoOBOAMB 4Yepes cesno i Big cMixy o6OpoHMB, Hi3allo He 3axoTina.
"Ak 3apobuna, Tak 6yay n 4yTu. A Wwe 1 He cboro gocTtomnHa!l"

Mo>xankoBasLK, Noixas NeTpo cBo€eto goporoto, a OkcaHa,
noayMmaBLUM-MOragaBLUNn, y3sa/1a CMHa, NnepexpecTtunaack, niwsia
CeJsloM...

Mepw ycboro 3ocTpiniacb 3 OKCaHOO MoNoANLUA, MPEXHS Ti
nogpyra. lNMpuaneunack i KpukHyna: "Tak i €! Ce OkcaHa. MoTpe,
anBncb — OkcaHa nae!" Motpsa cobi: "Ta OkcaHa X, i3
3apobiTkomM!" OgHa Mo 04HIM — i NN MO YCbOMY Cefly... TiNIbKU
noxoaouTb cepaewwHa OKcaHa 4o 9KOro gBopa, AMBUTLCA — BXe YCi
3 XaTu BUWLLIN, | ONBYIOTBCSA Ha Hel, | CMIlOTbCA 3 Hel, | Kpy4aTb: "A
wo? NMorynana 3a cangatamu? Lobyna cnasu? Hecm canpgatyeHka
MaTepi Ha BTiXy. Yn 6ancTprokoMm MaTepi xBanuTbCcsa naew? He
ANBUCb Ha MeHe, naruioro!" OTTaka 1 YecTb Byna 30 BCix ABopiB. A

KOJIN giB4aTa BUAOYTb AMBUTUCH HA Hel, TO MaTepi 3araHsaoThb i



natwoTb, Wob i He ouBUANCA Ha Hel. "BoHa, — KaXXyTb, — He
AOCTOMHa TOro 3a CBOE MaHApPYyBaHHA 3a cangaTtamu. OcTnanna
yce ceno!" A we nywe giteopa! Tak Ti, 4yBLIK yCe Big CTapLiunx, Tak
XX Ha By MU0 BUBIraKW, i 3a nonu ii CinatoTb, | KpuYaThb, | BXe 1

npunoxunu: "CangaTtka nae, 6ancTpsa Hece... KUp-KNp-Knp-kmp!"

OkcaHo, OkcaHo! Y Tn ce yce 4yewl y TiM e ceni, Ae KOJIUCb
TiNIbKW BUALEL Ha BY/MUIO, TO yCi BubiratoTb npotus Tebe, w06
XOTb NOOMBUTUCL Ha Tebe Ta No3aBMayBaTV Ha TBOK Kpacy; a Koau,
Oyno, 3aroBopuLl 3 KM, Tak i TOM paaiCciHbKui, i yci 36umpatoTbCca
Kpyr Tebe, wo6 nocnyxaTn TBOIX peyvyen, WyTOK Ta BUragok. | wo
TO: i CaMU NpecTapeHHUn a4ia i HEMOLWHWIA, WO, BUBEJIN NOr0 Ha
BOBIp'SA Ta Nocaguanm Ha 3aBajivHi, i Ton, aK, 6yno, Npoxoanl MUMO
HbOrO, TO TaK MWbLHO OAMBUTBLCA Ha Tebe, Tak a)K He BTepPnuUTb i
ckaxke: "OT giBka — Tak Tak!" A Tenep aka Tobi yecTb!... Lo TO Wwe
byne Big maTepi?...

Cepep Takoro sesimyaHHA nae cepgewHa OkcaHa, i kyan nge,
He 3Ha, 60 og cTnaa i cBiTy He BaunTb. Mnakana 6, Tak BXe 1 CAi3
HeMa, TakK BXXe cepue 3arneKJocCh, WO W CNIbO3UHKMN O4i HE MYCTATb...

Cak-Tak pobpena 4epes cuny oo MMKOIMHOT XaTwn, e 4yna, Lo
MaTK 1i xmee. Ckpinnna cepue, Big4MHMUMAA CiHW, Nocaania xaonus
[oni, nogymana, nepexpectunach, Big4MHuNa xaTy, rnagb —
rocrnoaun! XTo 1o NexuTb?... Ha nony, Ha pAanHi IeXXUTb CTapeHbKa,
xXyna-xyha, K WKeneT, XKoBTa, bniga, odi 3ananu, 3-nig
CTapeHbKOro oyvinka CBiTUTL Bine, cige BoONOCCS; BKpUTa
CTapeHbKUM KOXXYLLIKOM i BUCTaBW/Ia PyKy, a pyKa cyxa-rnpecyxa, K
CKinkKa, i Xxo4 cNnTb, a CTorHe... "XTo ce? — gyma OkKcaHa.-4n He
MaTU? — Tak 9 XX He TaKy NOKMHYyNa ii. Xo4 BXe N cTapeHbka byna,
Ta 6yna noBHOBMAA i We He ciga... Ta xTo ce?..." CToiTb §K
YKOMaHa... TPYCUTbLCSA... 30BCIM 30MJIITU... TYT C/IbO3U a)K 40 cepus
NIACTYNUAW... 9K NOBIKaTb PIYKOIO 3 O4Yel... He 3aeprKanacs,
nporosopwia, xamnat4dun: "MaTiHo4ko! Pig-HeHb-Ka... Y ce x
T1?..." CTapa nynHyna o4nma, buctpo nogmemnacb Ha OKcaHy, a Ta



ak 3a nin yxsatTunacb — He BCTOITb Ha Horax... Ctapa
3anlowmnace, BN'aTb NigHAMA 04i | Ay>Ke NWJbHO npuraspanacs;
Aani CTPyCHynacb, CTasno in AbopraTu Mo Auuto, rasHyna no 6ora,
NigHANA PYKW... | TINbKN KpUKHYNa — ox!... Bxxe OKcaHa KnHynacs
00 Hir, gocTaEe ix, xBaTa, wob nouinysatn, a cama TaK |
3a/IMBAETLCA CNi3bMU... Bekna (ce BoHa 1 Byna) Bunpyyana Horw,
nigHANack i Cina Ha nony; TpycuTbCs, Ao 6ora pyku NigBoanTb,
CUJIKYETbCS LWOCb CKa3aTu — i He MPOMOBUTL... OKCaHa NeXXnTb
00N, aXk nignavea cNisbMu, NOTIM CTasla HABKOMILWKN, NinMana pyky
MaTepuHy, i Xo4 Ta BilHIMasa, a BOHa Taku AepP>XUTb Ta BULLINOBYE
ii... i cobi He 3MoXxe cnoBa npomoBuTK! loBro cboro 6yno; cTapa
yepes cusy i ckasana:

— Lo ce T Hapobuna 3 cobor? — Ta CKasasia TakK TUXEHbKO

Ta J1lob'A3H0; 3BICHO, 9K MaTW.

Xnuna OKcCaHa, CToAYM HaBKOJIWKaX, i C/loBa He ckaxke. Oyx i

3aXBavyE.

— Twn, 6ady, 1 camMa 3HaewW, 9k cebe 3Bena! — CcTtana KasaTtu
Bekna i cnos He 36epe. [lani, CUAKYOHUCh, MpoMoBuna: — Naun cobi
TyOwn, Kyau Big MeHe niwna. Hawo a 1obi!

— OXx, MaMO4KoO!... — TisIbKK 1 4yTb Big OKcaHw.

— MeHi 6e3 Tebe nerwe 6yno... 1 He MOXXy Ha Tebe ANBUTUCS...
nawn cobi... Konum 34yxXKal... KJIIMKHy Tebe...

OKCaHa He BCTac€...

— Mawmol!... bo3sa!... — Ce MUTpuK, L0 MOKMHYJIA NOro MaTu y
CiHaX, baYa4n, wo ABepi y XaTy BigYMHEHI, noni3-nonis, nepenis
4yepes nopir, 4oNi3 A0 cepen xaTwu, Ci, po3rnanas, rsHyB Ha
obpa3n Ta nokasye py4dkot i benbkoye: "Mamol... bozal..."



Bekna rnsgHysa Ha HbOro NWJIbLHO, 3OPUTHYNA | MUTAE AOYKMW:

— Ce BOHO?

— BOHO, MaMO4KO!

— Mopawn meHi noro.

OkcaHa, cama cebe He TaMnsa4M, yxonuna AUTUHY, NON0XKWa

Ha PyKW MaTepi i npunasa o Hir MaTepuHKUX.

Bekna, y34BWKW AUTUHY, OMBUIACE Ha HET O0Bro, nepexpecTusia
noro: "Bo iM'a oTu4, i cuHa, i ceaToro gyxa. Cnasa 106i, rocnogn,
O TN He 3BeJsla Noro, He B3sJ1a HOBOIO rpixa Ha aywy".

MnTpuK, cnaaym Ha pykax y Beknu, 6bangyxe, o TyT po,-
buTbCH, yce pydkoto nokasye Ha obpa3wn Ta yce, 3Han: "Mamol!...
bo3gal... bay..."

— Tak, min aHrone 6oxxun! — ckasana Bekna, NpuropHysLUmn
anTuHy o cebe. — Tak, 6034! bor i cam npouwla rpillHKKIB, | HaM,
rpiLWHWM, BE/INTb NPOLLATb BOPOramM HalwmM... YcTaHb, OKCaHo, nan

[0 cepus MmaTepuHoro, 6ynb MOE AUTUHOI BM'AThb.

Ffocnoan! i ckaszaTu HE MOXKHa, LLO TYT BXXe 6yno MeXx HuMu,
CKiJIbKW BOHUM nnakanan, obHiMmanuce... OKcaHa yce BUNUTYE MaTIp,
4K Bif WLMPOro cepus BOHa ii Npollae, 60 cama cobi He BipuTb Bif
pafocCTi...

| yBeCb A€Hb Ha TiM NPOWLLOB, WO yCe BOHU MNecTyBaJIUCA...
Ctapa Bekna a)x HeHa4e 340posBilla cTana, i yce go bora, yce go
bora, wob i BiH Tak NMPOCTMB, AK BOHa NPOCTWA O04YKY CBOIO.



Hanseuip 6a4mnna OkcaHa, wo NeTpo npuxoame A0 Xa3siHa i
pO3NnUTYyBaB, WO TYyT Yy HMUX 6yno, a 4o Beknu n He 3axoamB.

YBeyepi OKcaHa po3kKa3asia MaTepi yce: aK cnisHasnacs 3
KONUTaHOM i K yce Byno, ak 40 NoCNigHbOro Yyacy. Bekna yce
NWILHO CalyXaJsa, He pa3 CrJlakHyna, Cayxat4im CTpaXKaAaHHSA
OKcaHuHo, a gani ckasana: "He 6yno 6 cboro Hivyoro, AKb6un T MeHi
nonepeny ckasana, wo nosbuna KonuTaHa i 3 AKO0 AyMKoto. 1 6
Tebe BiaBena Big HLOro. [le Taku CbOMy CTaTUCh, LWOO NaH Ta y34B
MY>XU4YKY? KON | ABUTLCA TaKUW CyrnocTaT i CTaHe Take KasaTu, To
Cce Ha CMix, Ha nornbenb. A akbn Tn He ropannaca Ta He Aymana,
wob 6yTn 3a NnaHoMm, a BmALWwIa 6 3a My>XXunKa, OT Xo4 i 3a lNeTpa, Wo
Ay>Xe MeHi y Benukin npuroai ctas 6e3 tebe, To 6yno 6 yce He Te...
Ox, Mos roonHOHbKa nuxas!... Hy, Ta Bxxe cka3aHo, 6or
NpoCcTUTb!... ByAeMO XX1Tn, HeHaye Hi4oro i He 6yno; i He
CMOM'AAHEMO Hi4YuM. A 3a KonuTaHa... Hexaun a9 byay MonTUCH!
Cnacwubi rocnoay munocepaHomy, wo 1obi Ha po3ym nocnas
YKJIOHUTUCSA 0f 3/1a, WO NOKUHYJ1IA ECU CBOrO ypara, He nozymarna
3@ HUM TaCKaTUCb, KUHYJa YCeeE 310, NpUALLIa 0 MeHe | AUTUHY
coxpaHuna. Yepes ce Tn 3HanwWwNa BN'STb MOE cepue. Foai X, roai,
He nnad Bxe. Cno4nHb nicna Takoro TypboBaHHA. 3aBTpa

NPMHLMEMOCH 3a Aino, AK i nonepeny 6ysano".

OT i cnpagi, no4ann xutn cobi nobeHbKo. Bekna vyna, kK
cenom ocmianm it OKcaHy; Yyna i Big Mnkonu, xassdiHa, ge »xuna, wo
He Byne pepxaTu "MaHApbOoxK", aK ycCi y3usannm OKCaHy; Tak OT
30Ha i Mpu3Baa i CBOIX Xa34iHiB, i We AeKOro 3 po3yMHilnX Nioaen
Ta 1 po3Ka3ana IM npo OKcaHuHe cTpa>KgaHHA. OT yCi TyT |
po3cyannu, wo ce 6inbw HacunbCcTBo 6yso, YMM CBOS OXOTa.

Hani Ta gani, xo4 ge n nobavatb Nnoam OKCaHy, TO yCe MeHLU,
yce MeHL cMitoTbCca OKCcaHi i yce MeHLW npuknanatoTb NPUKIanokK.
Bo HacMmignnce, Tak BXe 1 rogi. Tak OkcaHa-60 cBo€ 3Hana. Hikyan
BiO, MaTepi Hi Ha N'AAb i Hi 3 KM BXXe Hirge He Boguaach i He

3Hanacb. OgHa cobi y xaTi cmanTb Ta pobuTb; | MaTip 3044ra i



NPOMUTYE i, HiY | AeHb PYK He noknaga. TinbKn i1 i NPOXOAKMN, Lo
[0 uepksu 60>Xxoi, Ta Mo Boay, Ta Kyam poboTy BigHeCTw.

AK 06>xxnnmnca Tpowkn, Torgi ctas MeTpo XoonTn A0 HUX;
nomaraB iM Ae y 4iM i 3HaW BCe CBOE TOBKYBaB, W06 OKcaHa niwna
3a HbOro. Pa3 csyxaBLUW NOro OOBro, Wo BiH i1 06 ciMm Ka3aB, BOHa
npocuna noro, wob iwos 3 Heto. OT i niWwAn, i NPUALLIAN Ha

kKnapbuwe. OT OKCaHa 1 Kaxe:

— MNeTpe, A 3aBcerna 3Hana TBOKW 00OpY Ayuwly; 3HaNa, Wo Tm
YeCHUN i po3yMHUI YonoBiK. MeHi Tebe xanko 6yno, Wo Tn 3a MHOIO
ybunBaewcs, i 1 ckopiw ycix niwna 6 3a Tebe, AK6n He ABMBCh... BiH,
norybwumk min. Micnsa ceoro, wo s 3 coboto 3pobuna, 9 He 4OCTOMHa
He Tinbkn Tebe, Ta N NOCNIAHLOr0 NMYMaHa. TyT, Ha BaTbKOBOMY
rpoboBi, e N caMa KOJIUCb JieXXaTuMy, 3aKonasa s CBOK C/aBy, LU0
noka3syBasa Tobi, K e Nwia y ceno, CBOK AiBOYYy KOCY, CBOIO
BOJIIO, [0 CyAdy, A0 BiKy. 3aKOonaBLUW, MOKAANACA: AK HE MOXXHA
NPUCTaBUTM 3HOBY MOEI KOCU, TaK HE MOXXHa MeHi CTaTu LOCTOWHOIO
4YeCHOro 4OJI0BiKa; He MPUHECY HikoMy Be34ecTs, He 3aB'saKy
Yy>KOro BiKY, He OCTUAKY HISAKOT CiM'l, He nigy Hi 3a Koro. NeTpe, T
BOMBaBCb 3a MO MaTiHKY; AK A 3rybuna 6yno i, T He NOKMHYB .
Tu MeHe, 9K 9y camin Benukin 6ini 6yna, ckpisb 3emto niwna 6, Tm
He MOKMHYB MeHe Ha LUJIAXY, PO3Ba>KaB MeHe, i K yCi Ha MeHe
Hananu, CMiANNCb 3 MeHe, NMonpikasan MeHi, NJBaIn Ha MeHe 1
Lypanucb MeHe, T camMe ToAi XOTiB MeHe y3ATu, NOKPUTU Min CTUg i
COpPOM, YBECTN MEHE MEX YEeCHUX Jaen... XTO X TaK 3pobus ou,
K HEe CMH MOET MaTepi, bpaT min pigHun? MNeTpe, 6yab MeHi
BpaTuKoM pigHEHbKUM! He NOKUHb MeHe, KON MeHe yCi tgn
nokuHynu! MpunMn TyT, Ae MOA CnaBa, Ae MOs BOJIA JIEXXUTb, e 1 5
KOJINCb NeXXaTUMy, NPUAMM MO0 NPUCATY, LLO He nigy Hi 3a Tebe i Hi
3a Koro! byay maTepi 404YKOt0, AKOtO Konuck byna; 6yay cuHy
MaTIp'to, MOKMW... MOKK NOro 6aTbKO... KOMK TO We He

BiOLypPa€ETbCA...



— OkcaHo! XXanko meHi Tebe piwaTtuce, 60, 6auntb 6or, i Tenep
Tebe Tak ntobnio, AK cnepwy noadbme. XoTiB MOKPUTK TBOKO C/aBy,
XOTiB MoOKa3saTu JII04AM, LLLO BOHW HerMpaBeLHO OCY>XAalTb; XOTIiB
6yTn 6aTbKOM TBOMOMY CUPOTI, 60 Ha... HBOrO HIYOro CNoAiBaTUCh.
Konn, kaxkew, xodew 6yTn 0o4Kot0, SKO 1 Byna, Tak y ciM gini
NoC/yXxaMo MaTepi: AK BOHa CKaxXke, Tak Hexan i byae.

Mopymaswn, OKcaHa cka3ana: "Hexawn byne, Ak MaTu ckaxe".
OT i niwnn goaomy.

MaTu Bucnyxana lNeTpa, noTiMm Bucnyxana i OKcaHy i cka3zana:
"MeTpe, Benvka TBOA Aywa! bor Tob6i Hexan BigNIaTUTL 3a ycCe, Wo
pobuB oNnsa Hac i Wo Tenep xoyew pobutn. Aaku Hawoi Tobi mano!
Hyxe 6 9 cboro xoTina, wob uwe Ha cBONOMY BiKy NnobayunTn MoE€i
OKCaHO4YKM CniaBy NOKPUTOLO; Ta WO X pobutn? OKcaHa npasay
Ka)ke. Ty M0N0 HYON0BIK, TU LLE He 3HAELL, L0 MOXYTb 3p0obutn
NIOACHLKI pedi... Xo4 No KanebLUi A0OWWK Kpana Ha KaMiHb, @ Taku
NPOICTb NOro; Tak i TyT. CTaHyTb FOBOPUTU, TOBKYBaTW, CYAUTU; TN
ce yce 4dyew; nonepeny To6i HIYOro; a Aani CTaHeLw NPUCIYXaTuUCh,
aymaTu, nepeaymysaTun; gani W NOBIpULL | CTaHeLW »aJsKyBaTw, WO
y34B TaKy... 3HEHaBMauW ii... A aKa ii gons Torai ke byne? Tenep
fIKa €CTb BOHa, O4HUM OfHa AyLIelo, yce rnepecTpaxia, yce
nepetepnuTb. Tak, MNMeTpe! MNpaBaa, 6a4vy, OkcaHWHa. byab xe
BpaTUKOM, HE NOKUHbL 1l 3 CUPITKOIO, IK 5 BMPY, @ MeHi byab Takum,

SK 9 i 0o cboro Yacy tebe 6avy i 6narocnosnsio Tebe 3a ce".

— MaTiHKO pigHasa! — NOKJIOHUBCL aXk y Horu MeTpo i Kaxe: —
MpuinMn XX MeHe, CUpPOTY, Y CBOIO CiM't0. BnarocsioBn MeHe, Ak cuHa!l
He yypantecsa meHe i He BOpPOHITbL MeHi cogep»aTu Bac. CecTpo
OkcaHo! Ypyuun XX MeHi TBOro xsonus. A npuHbMar MOro 3amicTb
CUHa. fK TV npucsaranacsa CBOE CJ/IaBolO, TaK i A OT nepen MaTip'tio
3anpuUCsAraloChb, WO He 0XKEHIOCb Hikon. Tlicna MeHe BiH HaCiaye i
mMoto xypoby. bnarocnosu, Mamo!



Bekna nobnarocnosuna ix ycix i Biggana Mutpuka lMeTposi
pykamu i ckasana: "Hexan xe BiH byae Mutpo 3aB'sxucsiT, 60 BiH

HaM yCiMm 3aB'dA3aB CBIT".

Tak i noYanu xnonus 3BaTu i y CiIbCbKi CMNCKN Tak MOro
3anucann. Bekna 3 404YKOK HE Manu Hi y Y4iM Hy>Xaun: MNeTpo M
nomaras i yCiMm noginsasca. CAk-Tak 3ibpanucs, Kynuam Osip i Xunum

cobi, xBanga4m 6ora mmnocepaHoro.

Pa3, Tak BXe roaiB 4epe3 n'aTb NiCNA TOro, 9K ce Aianocb, yobir
y XxaTy Mutpuk i Kpnuntb 0o OkcaHu: "MamMo, MaMo, a B MeHe €

BineHbkun waxkok! Ocb 6a4!" | NoOKa3ye rpUBEHMK.

— A xT0 ce T006i, cnHy, pas? — nuta OKCaHa.

— [NlaH paB, — Kaxe.

— AKnn e Tam naH?

— A 0Cb KU, — Kaxke BxXxe [1eTpo, Wo yBINWOB 3a HUM Yy XaTy.

— KonuTaH.

OkcaHa Tak i nobnigna, i 3aTpycunace.

— Ta He ngkauTecsb, a cnyxante, wo byno, — kasas leTpo. —
AnBNOCb, Ha CTaHUIOHHIM ABOPI, WO 6ina MeHe, CTOITb BpuYKa |
XOAUTb MO ABOPY TakKe, MOB Hall KONuUTaH. A niginwos 6anxye...
OVBJIOCH... BiH | €. 1 noaymas, Wo 3 Hboro byae? Noknnkae
MwuTpuka Ta i ngy y xaTy, byuim go cmoTpuTens, a BiH MeHe i

30MNHUB:

— Ce TBO MaslbyuK? — Kaxe.



— HeTy, Bawe bnaropogie, — Kaxxy 1, — ce KONUTaHCbKUA. —
Tak npsamo i Bigpi3as.

— KaK KOMUTAHCbKNN? — a)K CKPUKHYB i NigiNWOoB A0 XJI0MLS.

— Tak, Bawe b6naropogie, — Kaxxy, — KOMaHAa cTossa TyT, Tak
KONUTaH 3MaHyB Yy Hac AiBky, OkcaHy. Tak BOHa yTekJa Bifi HbOroO |

NMPpuUHeCJ1la CbOro XJon4yuka.

— Tak eTo €no cuH? [la, MOLWWEHHUK, Kakon bonknim, — Ta y34B
Noro 3a 4yb4umk i NOCKyb nereHbkKo, Ta N Kaxke: — TakK OHa-Takwu
Aivwna Ha3apn? A MeHi ckasasau, WTOo OHa i3 CMHOM yTonuiacsk.

— Hi, Bawe 6naropoaie, — ckasaB 4, — NpunLaa CIOAMN |

XKUBETb TYT Y BENUKIN BigHOCTI...

— Buw, Kak MeHe 06bMaHynn, — Kaxxe. — O, oa nayT byneTb

MafbyuK. YBECb Y MeH4.

TyT We noabopraB MOro To 3a yx0, TO 3a 4yb4umK, a gani BUNHAB
rPUBEHMK, Ta N AaB xJonuesi, i Kaxke: "Ha, otnan maTepi, wTob
Tobi opilKoB Kynuaa". A cam ciB y 6puyky i noixas.

Tak po3ka3ysas [leTpo.

OkcaHa y3a1a rpMBeHuK, 3Besia o4i A0 6ora i KuHyna Ton
FPUBEHUK Y BIKHO, @)X FreTb Ha BYJINLIO, A€ AiTK rpasnck; obHsNa

MwuTpuKa i ripKko-ripko 3ansakana...



