Bynio BXe 3a niBHiY, 9K KaTepuHa HapewTi noracuia CBiT/O, narna n
nonerweHo 3iTXHyNa: TakKun 4OBrvin 3aHy4JIMBUIA LeHb, MOBHUI KJIOMNOTIB Ta
npaui, a HanbinbLue CYeTU CY€ET, HapewTi CKiH4mMBCA. MNonepeny i ax o
pPaHKy — BiAMNO4YMHOK. Ta TiSIbKN BOHA, 3py4YHO BMOCTUBLUNCH, 3aCTUrN1a
ronipuub — Tak BOHa 3aBxAaun nobunna cnatn, — 9K WOCb M'gKe, Ternse n
NyXHaCTe HeYyTKO CTPUOHYNO B NiTbMI i Ha rpyamn i no4ano n cobi
BMOLLYBATUCh...

— Mywok, — o3Banacb BOHa JIIHNBO, AYyMaloyuM Npo LWOCb CBOE, asie B TON
>Xe Yac narigHo, abn He obpa3uTn KoTa, 60 BiH Oy>Xe Bpa3/ MBI, — BCTaHb,

60 MeHi TaK TAXKO...

KiT i cnpasai 6yB Ba)kkyBaTuil (pO3>XMpiB, COHbKO!). | BAEHb CAUTD, i
BHOYi, @ MiXK CNaHHAM TiNIbKN ICTb, TOXX KaTepuHa nereHbko, abm 3HoBYy X
Takn He obpa3nTun KOTa, AKOro Jbuna, 3iLLTOBXHYNA NOro 3 rpyaen. MNyLwok
He 306nanBCS, a BNawWTyBaBLWWCh Y HEI Ha pyLi, 3aTUX — BiH 3aBXAW, KON
BOHa 3raHsa/1a Noro 3 rpynen, BjalwTOBYBaBCSA Y HEl Ha pyuUi, BJlacHe, Ha PyKY
KJ1aB NepeHi fankun, Ha HUX ronoBY i LUBUAKO 3aCMHAB — ak COJIOAKO
noxponyeaBs yBi CHi, egautora! A cepef Houi, 9K Habpnaano Tak 4Ym XXapko
cTasano, MNMywok, NiHWBO NOTAry4YNUCh, 3BOAMBCA | NLOB JOCUNATU Y KPIiCso.

OToxX, MNyLwokK 3aTnx y Hel Ha pyLi i HaBiTb NOYaB NOXPONyBaTW | BOHa
BXKEe TeXX rno4aJsa 3acuHaTu, K panToM AyMKa fiedb He NiaAKMUHYNa 1l Ha

Ni>KKY: Hiskoro MNMywka B KBapTuUpi HeMae, 60 BiH y)Xe MicsLb, 9K Yy CUMHa.

A Ha pyui B Hel WOoCh NpuUrpisiocs — M’siKke, Kpyrie, Tense i BaXXKeHbKe...

| BOHa »XaxHyJlacs: HEBXXE& NOMOBUK?

"Focnoau, Ka3Ha-Wwo Take noayMaia, — B TY XX MUTb 3acnokoina cebe,
aJle 3 TOro 3aCrnoKOEHHS HIYOro He BUNLLIO — 1I BXKe noYasno TinaTu... AKun...
AOMOBMK? Ta B Hel noro 3poay He 6yno, 60 HiKOAKM HiYOro... Takoro...
nigo3pinoro He 3agbadvana... Ta N KaXxyTb, LOMOBMKA HE NPOCTO 3arnenitu,
60 Ha 04i BiH HE NOKa3y€ETbCA... A OCb /l0ACbKE TENJ0, 3aTULLIOK — NobnTh.



AT, nogymMana B HaCTYynHY MUTb, SKUA AOMOBUN, TO BCe lNyLoK, BiH ntobuTb

crnaTu B Hel Ha pyui... Ane x lNywka Hemae..."

He anxaumn, Xo4 XBUJIIOBAHHSA Y1 JISK aXK po3aupann in rpyau,
KaTepuHa He4YyTHO BUMpPOCTasa BifibHY, NpaBy PyKy Ao Tymbo4ku 6ins
nikka, 6e3noMMNKOBO HaTpanuaa B MiTbMi KHOMKY BMUKa4a CBiTUJIbHUKA | —

pa3-aBa-Tpu, wo byane te n byae! — HaTucna ii.

CnanaxHyJso CBIiT/I0, 04 AKOro BOHa B NepLly MUTb aXk 3a)XKMypunacsb. | gk
OTO BOHA MUMOBI/IbHO 3arJoLmnIa O4i, WOCb Ha4Ye HEYYTHO 3iCKOYK0 B Hel 3
PYKW i MOBBM PO34MHMIOCA B NOBITPI... XKiHKa LUMPOKO pPO3KpuJsa oui,
cxonunacs 1 cifla Ha NTXKKY, BAaXKKO OMXalo4M — Hi Ha pyui y Hel, Hi B N1KKY,
Hi B3arani byab-ae B KiMHaTi, KOTa 4M ByAb-9KOi iHWOT iCTOTW YK B3arani
XXNBOI Ayuwi He Byno. Ane 1i niBa pykKa, Ha fIKy B MiTbMi WOCb BCiNIOCH, BCE LU
36epirana Tenso of 4oroCb XXMBOrO N MYXHAaCTEHbLKOrO...

KaTepuHa KBarnHo nepexpectunacs, Xo4 AaBHO BXXe [0 LbOro He
BLaBanacs, NoTiM NnogyMana i Ha BCAK BUMAAoK rnepexpecTusa CBOI /By
PYKY, WO BCe We 36epirana AOTUK Yy>KOro Tensoro Kybenbus, NoCTifb, BCI
YOTUPW CTiHW B KiIMHATI i TiNbKW TOAI HAapeLTi CNoJIOWeHOo rnepesesa noaunx.
Ane 3aCrnoKOEHHSA He MUHaJI0 — HaATOo peasibHO BOHA BifvyBaJsla HEBIAOMY
ICTOTY Ha cBoin pyui. lNpo LOMOBMKa HaMarasiacb He goymMaTu. dK1uin OMOBUK
Yy Hall Yac — BUragkKu BCe TO npallypis. Ta n npu AscKkpaBoMy CBIiT/i B
AOMOBMKaA LLLOCb He Ay>»e Bipunocb. He iHakwe, Ak MNywok. OCb TiNIbKK e BiH

y34BCA?..

Tnxo NokKnNnkKana:

— Kuub-kunub!.. Mywok, Mywok?..

BiH 3aB>xau BMbiras Ha ii ronoc, ase TiJIbKK He Lboro pasy. KatepuHa
BCTaJsa, OrnsHyna KiMHaTy, 3a3MpHyJ/ia nig AvBaH, Nig CTin Ta Kpicno, NoTimMm,

3anasioym CBiTNo, 06ANBMNACA KOPULAOPYUMK, KYXHIO, BaHHY, TYaNeTHY i



KPUXITHY KNafoBKY — KOTa Hige He 6yno. Ta n ge MNyLwok Mir B3aT1UCA, KOn
BiH 3apa3 y cMHa...

3peLuTolo, 3aCnoKOIBLWMNCL, NAraa i, TPOXy nosaraBLlXCh, Noracunia
CBiTNO. CTOPOXKKO siexkana B NiTbMi, NPUCIyXatouncb A0 HAWMEHLLOr O
LIepXoTy, ajie Hi4Yoro Hige nigo3spinoro... o asKoMycb Yaci KatepuHa novana

BXKe ApiMaTun, 9K panToM XTOoCb — CTpub in Ha rpyaun!

— MywokK, — Kpi3b COH NpobypMoTina BOHa, — TW 3HOBY LUKOAHWNYAEL?
AHyY BCTaHb 3 rpygemn, 60 MeHi TSXXKO...

| TiEl XK MUTI cxonunacs i KBarnHo, TPEMTAYNMU pyKaMU YBIMKHYJ1a CBITJ10
— KOTa Hige He 6yno. BoHa 3HOBY 3ragana, WO KiT y CMHa i cuaina
oTeTepiNo, He 3Hatuu, WO N iaTu... Moxxe, TO 11 CMPOCOHKY 30A€ETLCA?

3BMKNA, WO KiT Y Hel Ha pyui CNUTb, OT | CHUTbLCA...

Tak NOBTOPIOBAIOCH KiJlbKa HOYEeN Mocnifb i KaTepmnHa B>XXe NpoCcTo He
NHANa Bipn. JOCUTb 11 NArTU U MOracnTn CBITJI0, K N0 AKOMYCb Yaci oTe
M’aKe, Tense, nyxHacTte ctpmbano in Ha rpyaun, a NoTiM, SK BOHa Ka3ana, Lo
in TXKKO, Nnepebmpanocs Ha pyky... BoHa BKOTpe BMuUKana CBIiT/N0 i BKOTpe
NnepeKkoHyBaslacCs, Lo HiAKOro KoTa Hige n 61m3bko He byno. KiT 6yB y cuHa...

| TYyT 3HEHaLUbKa Yy Hel cnaflaxHysa oaHa AyMKa: a Lo, Kon?..

KaTepuHa KBanHo Habpana CUHiIB HOMEpP, He 3BEPHYBLUM yBarm Ha Te, Wo
BXKe MiBHiY. [lo anmapaTa AOBro HiXTo He migxoams. Ta oCb Yy TpybUi KIauHy10

i MOYYBCSH HEBLOBOJIEHNN CUHIB FO10C, XPUMJINKA 3i CHY:

— Anno, xTo ue? Lo Tpeba cepen Houi?..

— CuHKy, pe lNMywok? — nocnixom 3anuTtana KatepuHa, Bce uwe
MOCUNIEHO OUXalo4N.



— Ta ocb BiH... 6ina TeneoHy, — CMa4HO Mo3ixHyB CMH. — He KiT, a
sikaCb 3aragka. XTo 6 He O3BOHMB NO TenegoHy, BiH i ByXOM He BeAe, a
TiNbKN TV O3BOHULL, TaK i KNAAETLCA A0 anapaTy i Tak »XanibHO HABKAE,
Ha4ve 3a TobOo 3aHyabrysaBcs. | K BiH Bragye, Koav Tu A3BOHULL, @ KOJN
iHWI? TenedoHHI A3BIHKWN BCi 0AMHAKOBI, a 6a4. MMyLwoK po3pi3HSE...

— Twn noro byBa He 306u>XKaew?

— Wo meHi — pobuTun Hivoro? — axk obpasmeca cnH. — Ane, no npasAi
CKa3aTu, BiH MeHi BXe Habpua. 3Biakonm noro 3abpas y Tebe, HABKAE,
AKWNCb HECMOKINHUW, HYANUTbLCS, HIYOro He ICTb | CXyQh Tak, Wo TN NOro n He
BMi3HAELL.

— Yoro X Ty MeHi npo ue paHile He Ka3aB?

— Tak TN XX He NuTajsla Npo KoTa.

— 4 3apas npvigy.

— Ta ™1 Wwo, MamMo! — KPUKHYB CUH. — Y>Ke NiBHi4, TPaHCMOPT He XOAUTb
— WO 3a HaraJibHIiCTb?

— Tw [0 npaui ngew o BOCbMin? Toai A B Tebe 3’'9BOCA O CbOMIN...

CunH 3abpas oo cebe lMNyLwka Nicag po3ny4eHHS 3 pyXUHOW. BoHa niwna
04 HbOro A0 HOBOIr0 CBOIrO 40JI0BiKa — i XTO 6 Mir Take nepeanbaynTn, agxe
TUXa Ta HenoMiTHa byna, a 6a4... — a Iropto NOKNHYNa BCE: KBApTUpPY,
HaXXuTe cnijibHe ManHo (aiTen y HUX He Byno) Towo. Y nepLunin Micaub
CaMOTHOCTI Irop 3aHyabryesas — "Xo4 6u aka xuBa aywa byna B KBapTumpi,
o6 xo4 csoBO A0 Heli MoBUTKU" — i 3abpaB y MaTepi il yntobneHoro MNyuika.
3BnYanHo, byab-komy KatepuHa kKoTa 6 He Bigaana, wob in ue He
KOLUTYBaJ10, asie CUHOBI... Ta LWe B TaKU FipK1Un oaa HbOro 4ac... 3 KOTOM
nomy byne nerwe, BCe X TakKM XKMBa AyLla B KBapTupi. NyLlwoK nomMypkKoye,
06 HOry NoTpeTbCs, 3aHABKAE, AK ICTUN 3axo4e, BXe X Irop He cam byne B



kBapTupi. Ta n 3 poboTK NOro 3ycTpivaTnumMe. 3BUHANHO, NICNS PO3JIyHEHHS,
KIT — yTiXa Mana, Ta Bce X... XXuBa Tepanisd... Tox i sigaana lNywka, a ue,
6ay4, 34anocs, Hibu BiH y HEl Ha pyLUi BMOLWYETbLCA CrnaTu... Ka3Ha-wo Take!
Xo4a lNywok i nobune Tak y Hel crnaTu, Ta BCe X...

KoTa 3abpana B CMHa Hi CBIT, Hi 30psa. He BNi3HafNa CBOro Apyxka.
MoBHWI, 300pPOBUIN, MNLLIHNIA, BiH YHOMYCb CTaB MaJIeHbKUM, XYAUM i JIerkKumM,

Ha4ve 1 cnpasAai OyB 3 0QHOrO Nnwe nyxy...

Ha il HiMe 3annTaHHA cMH BOBKHYB:

— TakK BiH XXe B MeHe Hi4oro He xo4e ictu! Bci Ui aHi, 9K 9 noro B Tebe
3abpaB, 3a TO6OI TiNIbKK 1 NOBMBAETLCA. ICTU BIAMOBAAETLCSA, CXY A, Ha Hi Ha
L0 NepeTBOPUBCSA, Ta BCe HABKAE bina asepen. Cane TaM i BUMOTYE B MEHE
AyLly CBOIM XasibHNUM HABKAHHAM... [lymMato, Wo TOro n CXyaHyB, Lo 3a
To6010 NobueaeTbcA. 3abepu noro, 60 3 HUM MeHi Wwe ripe.

MNywka BoHa 3abpana TOro X paHky. BiH i cnpaBai 3a AKNACb TaM
TUXAEHb-APYIrN, WO NobyB y CMHA, Ha Hi Ha WO NepeTBOPUBCHA, — LWIEPCTb
3aKygAJlaHa, Hi MMHYNoro 6ancky, Hi Buay. B o4ax Tinbkn cyMm. KatepuHa
CYHyJa Moro 3a nasyxy — 34aJ10Cs, WO WKipy Ta KOCTi — i 3aMuc/ieHa
noixana gogomy. Bxxe B Tposenbyci, NpurpiBwInNCG y Hel 3a nasyxoto, MNyLwok
HaBiTb NOYaB slarifHO MypPKOTITU. A KOJIM BOHA NpuBe3a Noro 4o40My,
HecniWwHO 06iNWOB KOXXHUN KYTOK, MepeKoHaBCH, WO BiH HapeLwTi BAoMa, 3
aneTuToM noxnebTasB TEM/IOro MOJI0YKA i 3aMYPKOTIB, TPY4YUCb 06 HOrK

rOCNoOAVHiI.

| 3HOBY BOHUM MnoYannm XUTK, AK i paHiwe. Y KoTa BiQHOBUBCS aneTuT,
MYPKO No4aB WBUAKO HabmnpaTu Bary, WepCcTb NOro 3aJucHina, BiH 3pobuecs
rnagkuM i Koam NoBa>KHO-KyMe[HO po34iCcyBaB slarnoto CBOl Byca, KaTepuHa

cMmianacs.

— Xopowunn, xopowmnmn, — Kasasna. — NpocTo KpaceHb. TiNbKN NiHNBUIA

Ay>Xe Ta we CoHbkKo. CKOpo 1 Ha pykun Tebe He 3ay>xato B3ATU.



Mywok wose4yopa TepnesmBo YeKaB, KOJIM BOHA HapewTi sxe 1
noracuTb CBiTJ10. A TOAi B MiTbMi HEYYTHO CTpubaB in Ha rpyaun i, MypKo4y4u,

NMno4YmMHaB TaM BMOLLLYBaTUChb. Ane rocnoanHsa He3MiHHO Ka3ana:

— lMywok, BCTaHb, 60 MeHi TAXKKO. A4 pO3Aircs, Wo n guxatm Hivnm!

MNMywok He obparkascs, 3icTpnbyBaB 3 rpyaen i Bigpa3y )X BMOLLYBaBCs B
Hei Ha pyui. Cigas nig 60koMm, a Ha pyKy il K1aB NepegHi nanu, Ha HAX rosioBy
i CONOOKO 3aCMHAB — 3 PYKW FOCNOAMHSA MO0 HIKOJIM He 3raHsana.

Yepes Micaub MNMywok Bxxe OyB Takui, AK i paHille: CATUM, rNankuMm,

Ba>XKMM, 3 B/INCKYHOI0 WEPCTHO, 3a YNCTOTY AKOI BiH CTapaHHO Abas.

Ane xT0 X To cTpmbaB i Ha rpyaun, koan MNMywok 6yB y CMHa, 4acTo
Aymana KaTtepuHa. BoHa X peanbHO Big4yBasa NoOro sary, Tenso, M'aKy
lWepCTb... A BiH ToAi, Byay4m B CUHa, TSKKO CyMyBaB 3a Helo, 3a
rocrnofapKol CBOED, WO BXe i ICTK BiAMOBNABCA. Tak MOMY XOTiNIOCs cnaTwu
Yy HEel Ha pyLi, K TO BiH 3BMK pobuTKN 3 Mannx CBOIX KOTA4YUX NiT. [eBHO TO
noro gywa (4m WoChb TaM e — aypa, K Ha TenepiwH TepPMIiHOJIOrIto,
CYTHICTb) Bigainanacsa B Ty3i Big Noro Tina, npunaitana goaomy i B NiTbMi

BKJIaZaslaca Ha pPigHUX rpyasax, a noTiM i Ha pyLi...

Bigo Takux nymok KaTtepuHi 6yno He no cobi — HeBXxe 1 TBapUHU MatloTb
LOCh CXOXKe Ha AyLly, 41 K BOHa TaM Y HMUX Ha3MBaAETbCA? 3annTana 6y
Mywka, ane xiba BiH ckaxe? Mypko, MabyTb, i CaM He 3HaE, L0 B HbOro LLOCh
TaKe €, CX0Xe Ha ayuwy... Ta 1 MOBM NOro He 3Hana, Xxo4a... [Insa 4oro TyT

MOBa, KOJIM 1 TaK ycCe SICHO...

A lMywok, No3uparym Ha Hel 3HiYeB’'s KPi3b BY3bKi LWiIIMHKN
NPUMPY>XEHUX MOBIK, NIHUBO MYPKOTIB cObi Ta MypKOTiB — 3a0BOJIEHUN, K
3aBXAWN NiHbKYBaTUN | yBECb NOro BUrIS4 Tak i NpOMOBAAB: roBopu cobi,

FOBOPMW...



