Byno BXe 3a niBHiY, AK KaTepuHa HapewTi noracuna cBiT/0, araa v
nosierweHo 3iTxXHyNna: TakKUn OOBrvn 3aHYA/IMBUN LeHb, MOBHUA KJIOMOTIB Ta
npaui, a HanbinbLle CYeTU CYET, HapewTi CKiHYMBCA. [Monepeny i axk 40 paHKy
— BiAMNOYMHOK. Ta TiNbKN BOHA, 3pYy4YHO BMOCTUBLLUUCH, 3aCTUr1a rofipuub —
TakK BOHa 3aBxau nobuna cnaTtn, — 9K WOCb M'gKe, TenJse 1 nyxHacTe

He4YyTKO CTPMOHYJ0 B NiTbMI 11 Ha rpyan i noYano n cobi BMOLLYyBaTUCH...

— MNywokK, — 03BaJlaCb BOHa NiHMBO, AyMato4n Npo WOCb CBOE, afie B TON
>Xe 4ac narigHo, abun He obpa3nTu KoTa, 60 BiH Ay>Ke BPa3NMBUNA, — BCTaHb,

60 MeHi Tak TAXKO...

KiT i cnpaBai 6yB BaXkxkyBaTuM (pO3>XMpiB, COHbKO!). | BAEHb CMNTb, i BHOMI,
a MK CNaHHAM TiNlbKW iCTb, TOXX KaTepuHa nereHbko, abu 3HOBY XX Taku He
obpa3nTtun KoTa, AKoro nbuna, 3ilLTOBXHYA NOro 3 rpynen. MNywok He
300MamMBCA, a BNalUTYBaBLWNCh Y HEl Ha pyLi, 3aTUX — BiH 3aBXAW, KOJIM BOHA
3raHsizla noro 3 rpynen, BfallTOBYBaBCs Y Hel Ha pyLi, BJlaCHe, Ha PYKY KJ1aB
nepenHi nankuy, Ha HUX roJIoBYy i WBUAKO 3aCMHAB — aXk COJI0OAKO NOXPOoryBaB
yBi CHi, negauytora! A cepep Ho4i, iK Habpnaano Tak 4M XXapKo CTaBaJslo,

MyLwok, NiHNBO NOTArNYIYMUCh, 3BOAUBCSA | NWOB A0CUNMATN Y KpIiCho.

OTo0X, lMNMywoK 3aTNX y Hel Ha pyLui i HABITb NOYaB MOXPONyBaTK | BOHA BXe
TeXK rno4asia 3aCcuMHaTn, SK panToM AyMKa feflb He MiAKUHYNA 1T Ha JIDKKY:

Hiskoro lMywka B KBapTMpi HeMaE€, 60 BiH y>Xe MiCsALub, K Y CUHA.

A Ha pyui B Hel WOoCh npurpifiocs — M’sKe, Kpyrse, Ternse i BaXXKeHbke... |

BOHa XaXHYyJ1aCAd: HEBXeE NOMOBUK?

“focnogw, Ka3dHa-wo Take nogyMmana, — B TY XX MUTb 3acrnokoina cebe,
ajle 3 TOro 3aCNnOKOEHHSA HIYOro He BUMLLIIO — i BXXe NoYasio TinaTu... AK1A...
NOMOBUK? Ta B Hel noro 3pofy He 6yno, 60 HIKON HIYOro... TaKoro...
nigo3pinoro He 3aBbayvana... Ta N Ka)KyTb, LOMOBMKA HE MPOCTO 3arjeaitu,
60 Ha 04i BiH HE MOKA3YyETLCA... A OCb JIIOACbKE TEnao, 3aTULLOK — NtobunThb.



AT, nogymana B HaCTynHY MUTb, AKUA LOMOBUI, TO BCe Ny oK, BiH Nobntb

crnaTu B Hel Ha pyui... Ane X lNywka Hemae..."

He ouxatoym, Xxo4 XBUKOBAHHS YU JISK @)K po3avpann in rpyan, KatepuHa
HEeYyTHO BMMNPOCTasa BiJibHY, MPaBy PyKy 40 TymMbo4ku 6inda nikka,
6e3noMnIKoBO HaTpanunaa B MiTbMi KHOMKY BMUKa4a CBITWIbHUKA i — pa3-

ABa-Tpwu, wo byne te n byne! — HaTucha il.

CnanaxHyso CBIT/10, 04 IKOr0 BOHa B MepLuy MUTb axk 3a)KMypunace. | ak
O0TO BOHa MMMOBIJIbHO 3amnJioLWKia 04i, LWOCb Ha4Ye HEYYTHO 3iCKOYMI0 B Hel 3
PYKW i MOBBM PO34MHNAOCS B NOBITPI... XKiHKa LUMPOKO pO3Kpusia oui,
cxonusacs 1 Cifla Ha JIXKKY, BaXKKO ONXal4M — Hi Ha pyLui y Hel, Hi B JIDKKY, Hi
B3arani byab-ae B KiMHaTi, KOTa 4/ ByOb-aKOi iHLWOI ICTOTY 4/ B3arai XXuBoi
ayuwi He 6yno. Ane il niBa pyka, Ha siKy B NiTbMi LLOCh BCiNOCH, BCe LWe
36epirana Ten0 04 HOroCb XXMBOFO N MyXHACTEHLKOrO...

KaTepuHa KBanHo nepexpectusiacs, Xo4 4aBHO BXe A0 LbOro He
BOaBaJslacs, NoTiM noayMarsa i Ha BCAK BUNAaLOK nepexpecTusa CBOIO JiBy
PYKY, L0 BCe We 30epirana A0TUK Yy>KOro Ternsioro Kybenbus, NocTinb, BCi
YOTUPW CTiHM B KIMHATI | TiNIbKM TOAi HapeLwTi CroJsioWweHo nepesesa Nogunx.
Ane 3aCrnoKO€EHHS He MUHaI0 — HaATOo peasibHO BOHA Bif4yBasia HeBigoMYy
ICTOTY Ha CBOIn pyui. [Mpo ooOMOBMKa HaMarasiaCcb He AyMaTu. AKUA LOMOBUK Y
Hall YaCc — BUragKu Bce To npatlypis. Ta 1 Npu sCKpaBoMy CBIiTJli B JOMOBUKA
LWOChb He AyxXe Bipunocbk. He iHakwe, AK lMywok. OCb TiNIbKU Ae BiH y34BCA?..

Tnxo noknkKana:

— Knyb-kunub!.. MNywok, Mywok?..

BiH 3aB>xau Bubiras Ha 1i rosioc, ane TiIbKu He uboro pa3y. KaTepuHa
BCTasa, OrfsHyNa KiMHaTYy, 3a3UpHyia nig ouBaH, Nig CTisl Ta KPIicso, noTiMm,
3anasiioym CBiTN0, 06 amBMNacCA KOPULAOPYMK, KYXHIO, BAHHY, TyalleTHY i
KPUXITHY KNafoBKY — KOTa Hige He 6yno. Ta n ge MNywok Mir B3AaTUCA, KOU
BiH 3apa3 y cuHa...



3peLTolo, 3aCnoKOIBLLUCHL, N9rna i, TPOXM NnoBarasLlnCh, Noracuna
CBiT/10. CTOPOXXKO siexasa B NiTbMi, MPUCITyXatoynUCb 40 HAWMEHLLOro
LLepXxoTy, asie HiYoro Hige nigo3pinoro... No akomyck 4Yaci KatepuHa novana

BXXe ApiMaTun, aK panTtoM XToCb — CTpub in Ha rpygu!

— lMywoK, — Kpi3b COH NpobypmMoOTiNa BOHa, — TW 3HOBY LUKOAHNYAELW?
AHy BCTaHb 3 rpygen, 60 MeHi TAXXKO...

| TIET XX MUTI cxonunacs i KBarnHo, TPEMTAYUMU PyKaMUN YBIMKHY1a CBIT/10
— KOTa Hige He 6yno. BoHa 3HOBY 3ragasia, WO KiT y CUHa i cuaina oteTepino,
He 3Hat4u, WO 1N JiaTu... Moxe, TO 11 CNPOCOHKY 30A€ETLCA? 3BUKIA, WO KiT

y Hel Ha pyui CNUTb, OT | CHUTBLCA...

TakK NOBTOPIOBAJIOCH KiJSlbKa HoYew nocnisib i KaTepnHa BXe NpoCcTo He
nHANa Bipy. OoCUTb T NATTU U NOracuUTK CBIT/O, K N0 SKOMYCb Yaci oTe
M'aKe, Tenne, nyxHacTe cTtpmbano im Ha rpyaun, a NoTiM, SK BOHa Ka3ana, Lo
i TAKKO, nepebupanocsa Ha pyky... BoHa BKOTpe BMMKana CBIT/0 i BKOTpe
nepeKkoHyBasacs, WO HIAKOro KoTa Hige n 6am3bko He 6yno. KiT byB y cuHa...

| TYT 3HeHaubKa Yy Hei crnanaxHysa ogHa AyMKa: a Wo, Konun?..

KaTepuHa kBanHo Habpana CUHIB HOMep, He 3BEPHYBLUW YBarn Ha Te, Wo
B>Ke MiBHiY. [10 anapaTa O0Bro HixTo He migxoams. Ta ocb y TpybLUi KNayHyo i

MOYyBCH HEBOOBOJIEHNW CUHIB FON10C, XPUNJINKW 3i CHY:

— Anno, xTo ue? LLlo Tpeba cepepn Houi?..

— CuHKYy, pe lNywok? — nocnixom 3anutana KaTepuHa, BCe we nocuseHo
ONXar4u.

— Ta oCb BiH... 6ina TenedoHy, — CMa4yHO NO3iXHYB CMH. — He KiT, a
fIKacb 3aragka. XTo 6 He A3BOHMB Mo TenedOoHy, BiH i ByXOoM He Befe, a

TiNIbKW TV A3BOHULL, TaK i KNWOAETLCA 00 anapaTy i Tak XanibHo HABKaE, Have



3a ToDOI 3aHyAbryBaBcs. | 9K BiH Bragye, KON T OA3BOHMULL, @ KOS iHLWI?

TenegoHHi A3BiHKM BCi 0AMHAKOBI, a 6ay. MNMyLWwoK po3pi3HSE...

— Twn noro 6yBa He 306mxaew?

— LLlo MeHi — pobuTn Hivoro? — a>x obpa3mneca CMH. — Ane, No npasAi
CKa3aTw, BiH MeHi Bxe Habpua. 3eiakonum noro 3abpas y Tebe, HABKaE,
AKUACb HECMNOKINHUN, HYONTBLCA, HIYOro He ICTh | CXyA TakK, WO TU NOro 1 He

BMi3HAEL.

— Yoro X T MeHi Npo ue paHiwe He Ka3as?

— Tak Tn XX He N1uTana npo KoTa.

— 4 3apa3 npvigy.

— Ta ™ Wwo, MaMo! — KPUKHYB CUH. — Y)>Ke MiBHiY, TPaHCMNOPT He XOAUTb

— L0 3a HaraJibHiCTb?

— Tw oo npaui noew o BocbMin? Toai g B Tebe 3'ABOCA O CbOMIN...

CuH 3abpaB oo cebe lMywkKa nicna po3ayvyeHHs 3 APY>KUHOLO. BoHa miwna
04 HbOIO 40 HOBOIrO CBOIro 4YoJioBika — i XTo 6 Mir Take nepenbaynTun, agxe
Tuxa Ta HenoMiTHa byna, a 6a4... — a Iropro NOKMHYNa BCE: KBapTUpPY,
Ha>KMUTe CnifibHe ManHo (AiTen y Hux He 6yno) Towo. Y nepwnn mMicaub
CaMOTHOCTI Irop 3aHyabryBaB — "Xo4 6u aka »xmBa aywa byna B KBapTupi,
o6 xo4 cnoBo A0 Hei moBUTK" — i 3abpas y MmaTepi il ynobneHoro Myuwka.
3BMYanHo, 6yab-komy KaTtepuHa KoTa 6 He Biggana, wob in ue He
KOLUTYBaJO, asie CUHOBI... Ta WWe B TaKUW FpKNN 018 HbOro Yac... 3 KOTOM
nomy byne nerwe, BCe X Taku XXMBa AyLla B KBapTupi. MNywok noMmypkoye, 06
HOIy MOTPEeTbCA, 3aHABKAE, AK ICTU 3axo4e, BXXe X Irop He cam byne B
KBapTupi. Ta n 3 pob60oTK NOro 3ycTpidaTMe. 3BUYANHO, NiCAA PO3YyHEHHS,
KIT — yTixa Mana, Ta Bce X... XKuBa Tepanisa... Tox i Bigaana lNywka, a ue,



6ay4, 3pan0cs, HibM BiH y Hel Ha pyui BMOLWYETLCA cnaTu... Ka3Ha-wo Take!
Xo4a Mywok i ntobumB Tak y Hel cnaTn, Ta BCE X...

KoTa 3abpana B CMHa Hi CBIT, Hi 30p4. He Bni3Hana CBOro gpyxka.
MoBHMIA, 300POBUNA, MALLHWIA, BIH YHOMYCb CTaB MaJIEHbKUM, XyOUM | IerKNM,

Ha4ve 1 cnpasAi 6yB 3 04HOrO AuLe nyxy...

Ha il HiMe 3annTaHHSA cuH 6OBKHYB:

— TakK BiH e B MeHe Hi4oro He xo4e ictu! Bci Ui aHi, 9K 4 noro B Tebe
3abpaB., 3a TO60I0 TiNIbLKMN 1 NOBUBAETHLCA. ICTW BIAMOBNSAETLCA, CXY/, Ha Hi Ha
L0 NMepeTBOPUBCS, Ta BCe HABKaE binga asepen. Cane TaM i BAMOTYE B MeHe
AyLwy CBOIM XanibHUM HABKAHHAM... [lymMalo, o TOro n CXyaHys, LLO 3a
To60t0 NobmBaeTbCcs. 3abepun noro, 60 3 HUM MeHiI We ripLe.

MNMywka BoHa 3abpana TOro X paHKy. BiH i cnpaBAi 3a AKNNCb Tam
TWKOEHb-OPYrnN, Wo nobyB y CMHA, Ha Hi Ha WO NepeTBOPUBCS, — LLUEPCTb
3aKypgJiaHa, Hi MUHYNoro 6Mcky, Hi Buay. B o4yax Tinbkn cym. KaTepuHa
CYHYJ1a MOro 3a nasyxy — 34a/10C4, WO WKipy Ta KOCTi — i 3aMucyeHa
noixana goaomy. Bxxe B Tponenbyci, npurpislInCb y Hel 3a na3yxoto, MyLok
HaBiTb NMO4YaB JlarifHO MyPKOTITK. A KOJIM BOHa NMpueessa Noro JoaAoMmy,
HecnilwHO 06iNWOB KOXXHUN KYTOK, MEepeKoHaBCs, WO BiH HapewTi BooMa, 3
aneTnToM noxnebraB TENIOro MOJI0YKa i 3aMypPKOTIB, TPY4UCb 06 HOrun

rocrnoguHi.

| 3HOBY BOHM MoYann XNTW, AK i paHiwe. Y KoTa Bi4HOBMBCA aneTuT,
MYPKO No4aB WBMAKO HabupaTu Bary, WepcTb NOro 3aaucHina, BiH 3pobunecs
rnagkuMm i Koam noBa>kKHO-KymMeHO pO34iCyBaB s1larnoto CBOI Byca, KaTepuHa
cMisnacs.

— Xopowun, xopowwunn, — Kazana. — MpocTo KpaceHb. TiNbKK NiHNBUIA

Ay>Xe Ta we COHbKO. CKOpo 1 Ha pykun Tebe He 34y>Kato B3ATMW.



MyLwoK woee4yopa TeprnesimeBo YekaB, KOJIM BOHA HapeLwlTi Nsaxe 1
NoracuTb CBIT/10. A TOAi B MiTbMi HEYYyTHO CTpubaB in Ha rpyau i, MypKo4y4u,

NMno4mHaB TaM BMOLLYBaTUCD. Ane rocnogunHsa He3MIiHHO Ka3ana:

— Mywok, BCTaHb, 60 MeHi TAXXKO0. A4 po3ircs, wo n anxaTu Hiymm!

MNMywok He obpaxkaBcs, 3icTpnbyBaB 3 rpyAen i Bigpa3y X BMOLLYBaBCS B
Hel Ha pyui. Cigas nig 60KOM, a Ha pyKy Ii KJ1laB nepegHi anu, Ha HUX roJIoBY i
COJIOAKO 3aCUHAB — 3 PYKW roOCnoguHA NOro HiKOJIM He 3raHsana.

Yepes micaub Nywok Bxe 6yB Takui, AK i paHiwe: CUTUM, r1agKkunmMm,

Ba>XKUM, 3 BJIMCKYYOIO LLEPCTHO, 3@ YNCTOTY SKOI BiH CTapaHHO Abas.

Ane XT0 X To cTpubas I Ha rpyamn, Kkonau MNMywok 6ys y cuHa, 4acTo
Aymana KatepuHa. BoHa X peasibHO Big4yBajla NOro Bary, Tenso, M'sKy
lWepCTb... A BiH ToAi, Oyay4n B CMHa, TS)KKO CyMyBaB 3a Helo, 3a
rocrnoapKor CBOEID, LLLO BXe i ICTU BiAMOBNABCA. TakK NOMY XOTiJIOCA cnaTu y
Hel Ha pyui, K TO BiH 3BMK pobuTK 3 Mannx CBOIX KOTAYMX NiT. [IeBHO TO NOro
Aywa (41 Wwochb TaM Wwe — aypa, 9K Ha TenepiwHo TePMIHOOrIi0, CYTHICTb)
BigAinsanacs B Ty3i Bif MOro Tina, npuiitana 4oAoMy i B NiTbMi BKJ1aZasnlaca Ha

PIAHMX TPYyAsX, @ NOTIM i Ha pyLi...

Bia Takux oymok KaTtepuHi 6yno He no cobi — HeBxXe 11 TBAapUHN MaloTb
LLLOCb CXOXKe Ha Ayuwy, Y1 9K BOHA TaM Yy HUX HAa3MBa€ETbCA? 3anuTana 6y
MNywka, ane xiba BiH cka>ke? Mypko, MabyTb, i CaM He 3HaE, WO B HbOMO LLOCh
TaKe €, CX0XKe Ha ayuwly... Ta W MOBM NOro He 3Hana, xo4a... [1ng 4yoro TyT
MOBa, KOJIM N TaK yCe SAACHO...

A lMywok, No3mparoydn Ha Hel 3HiYeB s KPi3b BY3bKi LWIJIMHKU NMPUMPY>KEHUX
NOBIK, JIHNBO MYPKOTIB COBi Ta MypKOTIB — 3a10BOJIEHUN, IK 3aBXAN

NiHbKYBaTWN | yBECb NOr0 BUrAA4 Tak i npomMoBasAB: rosopu cobi, rosopwu...



