[ BO€E BUMLLAN 3 MALUMHW | NPUrYyLLEHO CTYKHYN ABepusaTamMn. bing sopiT

ix 3ycTpiB XKara. Pyka ne)ana Ha Kobypi, CxoBaHin nNig KypTKOIO.

— Ta He aypin, — ob6i3BaBCA CTapwmnn, — kKb A XOTiB NigipBaTX TBOIO
6yoky, To 3pobus 6w Le OaBHO.

— Y MeHe € ymMoBa, — Xpunao MoBuB Xara.

— YMoBa? PBaHb c-cobaya! AKLLo naMm’'aTaew, ymMoB/ TyT CTaBUMO Mu!

— Xan ckake, — BTPYTUBCSA MOJIOALLINN.

— He 3acTocoByinTe 0 Hel (hisnyHoi cunu. LLloaHsa BBevepi A Mato vyTu il
roJsioc No TeneqdoHy.

— Twn pebin?

— Toni BOHa He noige! — Xara BUXonuBs MiCTOJIET.

— Ta cxoBan CBOIO NyKaBKy. 3apa3 Mu Tebe Noknagem i BUpBEMO 3BiACH

BCe, L0 3aX04eMO, — BUXOMNMB MicTosiIeTa CTapLUMnNA.

AKMNCb YaC BOHW MOBYKW AMXasin BOTHEM OAWUH OAHOMY B 061144s.

— Konwu Bu 1l noBepHeTe? — HaApUBHO cnnTas XKara.

— Konwu BigpobuTb TBIN 6opr.

XKara cTosiB 3a BOpoTaMu, KoMK Ti ABO€ 3abupann gis4ynHy. BoHa He
onupasnacs, He ranacysaJlia, Hecnla MaJieHbKYy Basily, AKa BiATAryesana in



PYKY, i CKpUNKY. TeHAiTHa, Y LLOBKOBOMY BULLHEBOMY MJaLli i MEPEXXUBHOMY
Kanesnwky. Ha il 06aun44i He Byno Hi po3navy, Hi AOKOPY, @ TiSIbKN TaKUN
CMYTOK, Wo 6aTbKO, rAHYBLUM i B O4i, Npucie, obxonue cebe pykamu.

— lMpocTu, NnpocTn, NpoCcTn! — 3aKpu4das ycnig.

BoHa noBepHynacs, 6niga, sk nepramMeHT, TUXO CKa3ana:

— He XxypiTbcs, TaTy. Hivoro.

A No ToOMy 3HOBY CTYKHY/N ABepusaTa. MalwmnHa pBOHYIa 3 Micus,
3arapyaBLuu, Ha4ve 3Bip, WO cxonmB 3406u4. XKara 3aBmep, 6094MCb CTYNUTH
Kpok 0o 6yaunHky, ae i Bxxe He 6yno. Mopino sBcepenunHi: "Ta xan Bac
3anpoTOpPSATb HaBik 00 B'A3HMLUI! Xan 3ropsaTb Bawwi nigni gywi!”

XKara oBAOBIB, KOJIN AiBYUHI MUHYNO AecsaTe NiTo. ArHeca xsopina Tpu
MicsaUi, @ NOTIM Biginwna TuUxo, 9K i Xuna. [iB4nHLUi BiH AaBaB yce, WO Mir —

HaMMaB peneTuUTOpPiB, MPUBI3 CKPUMKY, KOMM'OTep, N1a3MoBUN Tenesi3op.

MpoTe BepoHika, 3naBanocs, HivoMy He pagina. Cngina Ha WNpPoKoMy
NiABIKOHHI CBOET KiIMHATN, CXWINBLLWX FOJIOBY Ha KOJliHA. [MyxHacTe BOJ10CCH

obcunano nnedi, MOB Tpaga.

BupocTana i cTaBasa CX0Xo0 Ha ArHecy. Taka XK MoBYa3Ha, Tuxa, K
6inka. BoHa gmBuiaacs Ha HbOro AOPOCAUMU 3e/IeHUMN 04MMa, BCE pPO3yMina,
KuBaJia ronoBoto. PycsiBe XxBUASCTE BOJIOCCA Nonpasssana 3an'acTtaMm, aK
MaTu. | Ko BOHa ue pobuna, XKara BigBepTaBcs, CTUCHYBLUK 3ybu. Yum 6ir y
can, 6us Kynakamm ctoBbypum KopdyBaTux 961yHb | pO3NayIMBO peBIB.

BepoHika HaB4anacs, K ycCi fiB4aTka 3 XOpOoLmnX poaUH. YNCcTMun
TpUMasna 30WNTN N KHVKKK, 34aBaslocs, IX LWOWHO NPUHECIV 3 MarasuHy.
Jlobnna cBoO My3UnYHY LLIKOJY i Be4opaMu nonosry rpana. Ckpunka byna
felweBa, Ha BUCOKUX HOTax NOMNUCKyBaJsa, Have B Hil XxoBaBCs ropobeLb.
BaTbKO HaMaraBcsi 3aroBopuTv NPO MaTIp, ase IXHi po3MoBU 0OMeXxyBanucs



nepernagoMm LWoAeHHUKA, NOro 3annMTaHHAMUM NMpo BYUTENIB i 1 BignoBigsaMu:
"Ak ckaxeTe, TaTy". BiH HiKO/IN He neCcTuB JO4YKY. Tenep e, KoM MallvHa
CXoBaJlacsa 3a poroM, Tak 3axoTiB 06XonuTu il roJI0BY 3 MaJlbOBaHUM
rpebiHueM i NPUTUCHYTK 00 rpyaen.

Micna ArHecu 3HaNTW iHWY XIHKY BiH He Mir. Ti, 3 AKUMN 3HaBCA, NUW,
MaTIOKaINCA, BUIN Bif cKabpe3HMX aHeKaoTiB. TakMX XKIHOK NOMY He

XOoTislocH.

Y XKarun 6ynu rpowi. BiH npurixaB Ha no4aTkKy He3anexHocCTi, Kynus
0COBHAK Ha okouui MiCTa i po3BiB Naciky. MNacika — ue Bce, 3 4Oro BiH MaB
3UCK. TprBaNum Yac XXMB 3 POAUNHOI OCIBHO, Hi 0 KOO He XOAUB i HIKOro He
BNyCcKaB [0 Asopy. [icna cmepTi ArHecu cTaB NpukaagaTnuca 4o Yapku. Konam
A04YKa MWNa A0 WKOJN, KYPUB MNraHTCbKY JII0JIbKY, NMUXKAaB Helo | T’MpKaB Ha

CNY>XKHULO.

3ronoMm BiH CTaB y4awaTn Ao Kage "MepTBadvok" nobing 3anpaskun. 3ane
B6eH3uH, a NoTiM cigae 3a cTonuk 6ina BikHa. OgHOro pasy HanigNUTKy
3aBaJIMBCA 00 KAPTAPCbKOI KIMHATWN. BUCOKWNW, CYTYyNINIA, Y CTapin A>KUHCOBIN

XuneTtui Xara noksas Ha CTiN BesnKi, K rpabni, pyku.

— Yun xig? — cnuTtas, He NigHIMato4m ronosn. — AHy po3gasan. A6o naH
abo nponas.

Konn nomy Tpannanocs BurpaBaTu, AapyBaB bapMeHOoBi NiBCOTHI. OaHOro
pa3y npuixanu TPOE Yy)XMX. 3aCTaBUIN Mara3uvH. XXara 3acTtaBuB )XW, NMOTIiM
naciky i 6yanHok. Yacom BiH BUCKaKyBaB, 3amasitoBaB JI0JIbKY, 3 KOl
BaJlyBaslo, Ha4ve 3 guMaps. Y Hboro naganu CipHUKW, BiH KaLLJIAB, aXk PeBifo B
rpyasx. C/ioBoM, 3 KapTAPCbKOT TOro AHA Xara BUNLLOB, K BoJsioutora. bes

HiYyoro.

Ti, KOMY BiH nMporpas, Npuixasan 3a Kiflbka AHIB i CTain WOCUAN raTUTN B

H6pamy. BiH BULLOB 3 A0YKOIO, AKa HEeCNa Nig PyKow CKpUnKy. Ti CTOSAN



360Ky, HEMOB oTeTepinn. XKara niginwos i NPOCTArHYB IM KJIO4i. BOHW
NoBEPHYNNCSA B KabiHy, 4OBro NpuUrayLeHo crnepeyanncs.

Micna naysm cTapwmnm BUCTYNUB Hanepes i MOBUB:

— Mwu TyT nobanakann. Ham He Tpeba TBOET KOHYpU, a TUM BinbLie
wkapabaHku. Mn bepemo gis4nHy. Moxxew nitn 3ibpatnca, — 6ypkHyB 00
BepoHikn. — A Tn He cinancs, psaHb cobayal

Xara CKUHyBCS, 3apeBiB, asie Ti CXONuan NOro 3a pyku. A no Tomy
BepoHika Buinwna 3 Baniskow i ckpunkot. Ckaszana: "He xypiTbcs, TaTy,

HiYoro". | ABepuaTa MaLlLIVHN CTYKHYIU, K NpUKIaa.

XKara fiir Tam, fie Moro 3aauWwuam Npukaxi. lomy 6yno Hikyam i Hi oo
KOro ntu. BiH 3ropHyBCA Ha 3eMii, K 3ropTatoTbCsa pabun, KoM CTOMUTLCH
KO>XHa KJiTUHa Tina. byno BXxe xo0n04Ho, NposiiTasB nepeMeps3nn i
nepecoxamn nooanHoKnn nuct. Hebo po3npocTepnocs HN3bKO Hag
MICTEYKOM, 3a4eNMBLUNCH 3a CMY>XXKY Jlicy. BiH XOTiB mMOMepTHn i BXXe Bi4yBaB

CMakK NOpPATYHKY — X0J10[ Bif 3eMJi NpoMaB yce €CTBO.

BepoHika 30aneky nobaydnna Ton 6yanHok. CTosB BiH Mig ropoto, HEMOB
obinepcs 06 Hei. ax 6yB NOKPUTUIA Ba)>KKUM TEMHUM LN EPOM, L0 B3SBCSH
MoxoM. Hapn naxom BupysaB Ay6. BiH MOB CTapun AMpUreHT BUCTaBUB yriepes
CyXi Kop4yBaTi pyku. Henoganik pocsio Kisibka COCeH, AKi 3aTynaauv capail,
KOMOpMU, CKNagn. BHU3y po3knHynocsa o3epo. [liB4nHa nogymana, Lo Tak
MO>KHa 6yno 6 3manoBaTu pan. Oua KoBaHa BpaMa, oui CTpaycu, AKi XoaaTb
6ing o3epa. Ous TUwa i KPYraum BiTep, SKMUN 3pMBAETLCS 3 MSIOK i rNaanTb

obnunyys.

Ii 3anmwmnnm ctoaTn y BiTanbHi. 3a ABepuMa 360Ky BOHa Yysa NpurayLLeHi
ronocn. CTapLimin HYoNoBIK, AKWIA 1T NPMBI3 | AKMIA NOrpo>xyBaB 36poEto,

PO3MOpPSAAMBCA NPUIrOoTYBaTU KiMHaATY. BiH Tako>)X Haka3aB HiKygu 1l He



BUMYCKaTW i He fasaTu TeseoHa. MNMpo iHWi po3nopsaa>XeHHs BOHa He 4yna,
YOJI0BIK i XXiHKa NPUYNHUAN OBEPi | Nepenwnn Ha ceapky. [onitann obpmeku

hpa3s, HiIbu KnanTi 30TnIN0I MaTepil: "A nposanto Tobi ronosy, cyya [o4ko!"

i noBenun Ha niBe KpUo BYANHKY, MOTIM AepeB’AHUMKU CXO4aMun Bropy.
oKW nwnn, giB4mMHa Yyna CTOroOHWU, KPUKK i cxnmnysaHHA. CnutaTtu 6oanacs,

e 3ynuHsanach i npucayxanach.

| ocb BOHa 3aauMWMIacsa B MaJIeHbKIM KiMHATLI Nig CaMUM JaXOM HaOoOUHLL
3 oyboMm, Lo AMBMBCA Ha Hel ABOMA YOPHUMK Cy4KaMu Ta LWapyaiB no CKiy.
[yb To cBMCTaB, TO NOBUCKYBaB, TO ryAiB, TO pO3MaxyBaB rifikamu, Hibun
36umpaBca 6irtu. BoHa 3paaina, wo 6yna TyT HEe CaMOTHbLOIO i 3ax0Tina
NOroBOpUTK 3 pyauM BesieTHeM. MNMpoYnHmMna BIKHO, NOTOpKana pyae cyxe
nmcTa i ckaszana: "0obpun geHb! T meHe vyew? Ty 6aynw meHe?" Ane
NOYYBLUW KPOKM Ha CXoAaX, WBUAKO 3aCyHyJa LWWTOpPY.

3anwna xiHka 3 rnmboknmmn, MoB KONoaA3i, o4MmMa. HaBkpyr rosioBu B Hel
B6yna obmMoTaHa TOBCTa YOpHa XyCTKa 3 TOPOYKaMM, TaK LLO rosioBa
3[aBasiacs Ayxxe BUCOKOIO.

— Tak ocb M AAKa. Tebe BepoHikoto 3BaTn? 3Han, 9 byna npoTtu, wob
Tebe cloan NpnBO3nNAN, — CYMHO MOBWJ1A FOCMOAVHS.

XiHka cTosana 6ina geepen, Have bosnaca npontu gani. Hemos 6osnacs,
O XTOCH Il TYT 3acTykKa€e. Pa3 no pa3 npucsyxasacsa Ta o3mpasacs B
Kopupop.

— Y HacC TyT CBOro ropsi BACTa4a€, a BOHU LLe Yy>Xy AUTUHY NMpusesnu,
CUpOTY. A NPOTK, ane X Ui YONOBIKN, AK BOBKW. BiH Ay>xe Ha TBOro 6aTbka

pOo3i3MBCA, PO3yMiew? Jiaram sianovmHewl. Bigicnuce. 6o BBe4vepi Ha poboTy.

Buinwna Tak TUXO, Ha4ye NMPOKOTUBCA JINCTOK. BepoHika He BCTUria Hi4oro
cnuTaTu. Ane npuasaria Ha NiXkKKo | B BepXHbOMY 04531 3aCHYy1a rnopy- 3
Basi3Ko10. 1N NPUCHMNOCSH, WO BOHa BAOMaA, WO Ha Tepaci cnaaTs y binomy



6aTbKO 3 MaTip'to, @ BOHa 4nTaE€ iM [I)keka JloHaoHa. NMoTim BepoHika

nigHIMa€e ronoBy i Kaxke:

— Mawmo, a xiba BU XKuBi?

— XXuBa, ane Tenep s 3HOBY MaJlIeHbKa i XXMBY pa30OM 3i CBOED MaMOlO.
TyT yCi NOBEPHY/INCSA 4O CBOIX MaM.

— A a 6byay 3 Toboto0?

Y nBepi noctykanu. NMpunHecnun Bevyepto, LUMATOK CUpPY, Me[ i YaWu.
FocnoanHsa nocTaswuia Taulo Ha CTONIMK, HaKa3ana nepeoasraTucs i 3inTm
BHU3. "Ta cKpunky He 3abyabTe. My3uKky Bi3bMiTb, 060B'3K0BO".

BepoHika 6oanacsa TeMHMX CxoAis, WO CKPUMINW i NpornHanuncs.
30aBasiocs, OT-OT BOHA BiipBeTbCA | NONIeTUTb Pa3oM 3 nepujiamMm 3a BiKHO.
BHM3y Ha Hel YeKaB 4YOJI0BIK, AKU NpUBI3 1 Ctoan. BoHa B)Xe 3Hana, Wo BiH
rocnogap, i WO MOMY HIKOJIN HIXTO He nepe4vnTb. LLloCcb He Tak — Xana€eTbCs
3a HiX abo 3a nictoneT. Bucokunm, cytynui, kownaTi 6poBu i 3MOPLUKK
BNAAOTb CYBOPUN XapaKTep i HENOXUTHICTb. CnpaBxXHin acTpyb! [is4mHa
BiACTyNnWaa 4O CaMOl CTiHW i Mpuyainacs.

— Tun BigpobnaTumew 6aTeKiB 6opr, — MOBMB rocnogap. — IHakwe MeHi
nosepneTbcs Bac o6ox... npubpaTun. bygew rpaTn B MOEMY pecTopaHi. ACHO

T06i? Mo4vyna 4um Hi?

Yonosik rapyaB, BepoHika 3naKanacs, i ToMy nocniwHo smMayLimna 3
cebe: "Ak ckaxerTe..."

BepoHika HaB4asacs B My3UYHIN LLUKONI 3 WeCTn pokis, 6pana y4acTb
KOHLIepTax Ha pPanioHHIN cueHi. I nanbui 6iranun nerko, a CMUY0K TOPKaBCA
CTPYH 3 IOHUM TpeneToM. Kosim BOHa BUKOHYBaJsla beTxoBeHa "Mica4Hy



COHaTy", AeXTO Ka3a., W0 KJlaCuKa Yy Hel 3BY4YUTb HAa4TO MeslaHXoNinHo. [ns
KOHLLepPTIB I flaBai CTapPeHbKY CKPUNKY 3 MY3UYHOT WWKoAW. Ane in Binble

nogobanacs ceos, WO norimckKkyBsaJla, HeMOB basunacsa 3 Helo.

AcTpyb B OCTaHHIN MOMEHT nNpuaymas 3abpaTu ue aisya. XKara 6ys
rocTpun, TBEpAUN, 30aBasIoCs, He XaniB Hi ByANHKY, Hi MaLLMHW, Hi NACIKW.
MonnxKyBaB NtOJIbKOLO, WO 3acTunlana BCe AMMOM, amBmeca cobi nig Horum: "4
Cka3aB — 6epiTb. Bce Bawe". CHO, B HbOIO € FPOLUI i BiH 3aBTpa KyNnUTb
HOBUN ByanHOK. Ane B SKyCb MUTb ACTpyb BiavyB 3anax 6eH3nHy, nobayms,
LLLO BiZ BOPIT A0 XaTW TArTHETbLCA TEMHa CMyra nig smbineHoto Tpasoto. Lien
rag xoTiB yce cnanutun! Llen Bupoaok aymae, o 3HoBy Burpae! dctpy6b
CKUHYBCA. Ko BXXe BiH KOroCb HEHaBUAIB, TO 3 HbOIO PBaBCS BOroHb. "bepy
TBOO AiB4YMHY. He Bignacu, — obox noknaay". BiH 3namas XKary. A noTiMm

KWUHYB CipHMKa Ha TEMHY CTEXKY.

Konn MawwuHa 3HA1a KypsaBy, AcTpyb nobayms, wo Xara nexxmTb Ha
A0po3i 3ropHeHUn, HiIbn Mpeub. A BOroHb NiAHIMAETLCA CX04aMM 00 OBEpPEWN.
Mpomumpwms: "OT TO-TO". | HATUCHYB Ha ras.

...PecTopaH cTosB Ha ropi. 3eneHnn namaHUn fax i By3bKi NpoaoBrysaTi
BiKHa, AKi BUBepLUYBaB COHAYHUIN 3HaAK, BUAABaAW L0 CNopyay 3arakoBoto, a
MacuBHa BpaMa i Ba)xKi ABepi — NoxMypoto. BepoHika cTana 6ing nopory, i
nobaynna xnonuis y 6inMx copoykax, Wo naroanam iHcTpymeHTn. NMoba4vnna
CTapworo ogiuiaHTa, AKWN BUBIr Ha3ycTpid rocnogapesi. Ii HiXTO He Nomivas,
4Yn TOMY, WO BOHAa B CBOI ABaHaAUATb NiT byna, 9K TpeTbOKIAaCHULSA, YN TOMY,
WO TYT HaKpMBanM CToNn n metywnnnca. [is4mHa cina 6ina neepen, noknana
Ha KOJliHa CKPUMKY i npoLuenoTifla MOJINTBY, AKOT KOJINCb HaB4YMAa 1l MaTK:
"Oiso Mapie, pagyncs". 3rogomM NPUAULLIOB OXOPOHeLb | 34YMHUB rasac, MOBJISIB,
4yna Ue OUTUHA | HOMY BOHa 3aKnHsA1a Noro micue.

Togai AcTpyb BUINLLIOB, NepeBaIlOYUCh | LLMPOKO PO3CTaBAAKYM HOTW,
B34B Il 3a nJsieye, BUBIB Ha cepeaVHy 3au.

— Le mos nnemiHHMLA, BepoHika. BoHa rpaTuMe Ha CKpunui, B Nepepsi.



— Ane Mun B Nnepepsi KPYyTMMO LUAHCOH! — 3anepeymB O4WH i3 XJ10MLIB.

— {4l cka3zaB — rpaTtume!

AcTpyb CKOYMB y MaLLMHY 1 NOiXaB, a AiBYMHA NMWINIACA CTOSTU Hi B CUX,
Hi B TUX. LLLo6 HikOMY He 3aBa)kaTu 1 He NMpMBepTaTK yBarn, BOHa CXoBaslacs
3a wTopy 360Ky BasnkoHa. | Tam NpocTosNa BeCb Bedvip. IHKOM BUXoguna,
34MBOBAHO AMBUIACA Ha OPKECTP, WO rpuMmiB i BUOyxaB, ane HiXTo He 3rafas

nNpo Hei Tak, MoB 61 il He 6yno Ha CBITi.

Micnsa niBHOYI 3ana cnycTina. BepoHika Bunwna, nobavnna nepeBepHyTi
CTinbLUi, NoYvyna 6pa3kKiT nocyny i 3HOBY cxoBanacs. AcTpyb 3ragas nNpo Hel
Apyroro aHsa. BoHa gpiMana Ha TpbOX CTiNIbLUAX, MOKJ/IABLWIN CKPUMNKY Nig,

ro/oBY.

A KONM NMoBepHYyacs B MaJieHbKY KiMHaTy Mg AaxoM, npocnasia Mamxe

nooy.

MpokuHynacs Big Toro, wo Ayd NnuibHO ONBUBCA Ha Hel 3Ha4BOPY.

— LNo6poro paHky! Papna Tebe 6auntn, — cKkalana oepesy.

Opsarnacs, BMunacsa. Lo Hel 3HOBY A0NiTann KPUKW N CTOMOHM, T CTaNo
MOTOPOLLUHO, AiBYMHA AicTasa CKpUnky i 3arpana. BoHa nornapana y BikKHO,
ne cyMmyBasiM TOBCTI YOpHi AepeBa, Ae 3aMep3J10 03epo. Bce 3aTnxsnio n
npuyainocs. BepoHika Bce rpana v rpasa, noBepTajnacsd B AUTUHCTBO, TaM
O6ynn TaTto 1 Mama, Tepaca, obnaeTeHa TPOSAHAAMM.

[lBepi NPOYMHUANCSA, 3arfISHY1a XiHKa 3 HAaKPYYE€HOI, MOB KOMULSA, Ha

ronoBi XyCcTKoto. [liB4MHa nogymMku Ha3sana Ii "[Asi ronosn".



— XTO Yy BacC Tak CTOrHe? — 3HeHalbKa 3anuTana BepoHika, He gaBLin

rOCMNoAVHI PO3KPUTK poTa.

— HixTo, — 3n159Kanacsa xiHka, — HixTo He cTorHe. Tobi ByysocH.

— Toai HaBiWwo BM NpUYMHAETE ABepi? | Tak WiNbHO?

Ocb T06i 1 TXxoHa! F'ocnoavHA e nogyMana i, NPUKPUBLLL OOJIOHEI
ByCTa, HecnoAiBaHo cka3sasa: "CborogHi Tonnmo na3Hto. Lle BHU3Y, 3a

KYXHEet0, K CTeMHi€, npuxoab".

— Ocb 4yyeTe? 3HOBY CTOrHe!

— Ha Tomy Kpuni B KIMHaTI TS>XKO XBOPUNA, iHBaiA.

— Mo>xxHa cxoauTum 0o Hboro? A He 6otocs iHBanigiB, — 3pajina AiB4mHa.

Mo ToMy XiHKa "[Bi ronoBn" BUNLLIA, CKa3aBLUW 3a4eKaTun 1i, afne Tak i He
noBepHynacs. HagBopi cMepkanocs. BepoHika 6osnaca TEMHMX CXOAIB i
TEMHMX BiKOH. BoHa cxonuna ckpunky, nobirna BHM3, Ha Ton Bik Kopuaopy, a
NOTIM TaK >e XYTKO 3JIeTiJla Ha APYrun noBepx. 3yrnMHUINCA nepea
LWMPOKNMN ABepuMa 1 nepesena nogux. MNMpowenoTina 6aTbkosi cnosa: "Abo
naH, abo nponas". | 3anwna.

KiMmHaTa 6yna npocTopa 3 )XOBTO-3€JIEHMMU LWNasepamMu, BIKHOM Ha BCHO
CTiHy i nanbmoto. Lle 6yna, 6e3 cymHiBy, Hankpawa KiMHaTa B OyOuHKY.
[iBYnHKa 3aaMBMIacsa Ha OepeBo, sKe pocsio B 604U B MpaBoMy KYTKY. | B

CYTIHKaX He rnoMiTuia NIguHy.

— XTO TyT €? — MOBWJA JIIOOMHA Y NiKKY.

[foCcTA 3aTaMyBasa NoauX.



— ¢l Bac nuTato, XTO TyT? — HaAPUBHO KPUKHYJIN LLIE pa3.

— TyT 9, BepoHika, He 6inTecs, MeHi ABaHaUATb POKIB. 1 npunLLna

norpaTu BaM.

— Nigingn!

HiB4nHa CTynuna KinbKa KPOKIB.

Mig NiHOK KOBAPW NleXKaB AiAYyCh i3 TOHKUMU, AK OXXKIYTU pyKaMu. Ti pyKun
OLTArIN KOBAPY, Nepen Hew 3'ABUBCA LWMAT KaHIPOsIo Yy JOBri COPOULL.

— Migingwn, He 6a4y! Tn xT0? — NigHANACAa TpemMTs4a ronoBa 6e3 Bosoccs

i BTYynunacs B Hel.

— 4 BepoHika.

— Tn Mana. Y 9kuninn Kiac xoauw?

— Y WwocCTun... xoouna.

— A 3BigKW TN B3gnaca?

— Ta 3BiATU, — MaxHyna pPyKolo.

— Tebe BuKpann, BUMIiHAIN?

— Hi. MeHe Burpanun y KkapTu.

C0n0Ba 3HOBY BMnaJsa Ha NOAYLUKY i BaXXKO Auxana. TOHKI pyKn HepBOBO
cinanu npocTmpaasio. 34as10CA, XBOPUW 3aCHYB, afe BiH TYT »Ke BiAKPWUB 04i,

MUIbHO NMOAMBUBCA Ha Hel. BoHa 3HisKOBINa | 3an’'aCcTsaM nonpasusia BOJIOCCS.



XBOpWI BBIMKHYB CBITJ10, KJIALHYBLUW BUMMKa4YeM Nig KoBapoto. | Bce anxas,

JunxaB, HIbK He Mir HaguxaTucs.

BepoHika cxonuna ckpunky, rnobirna cxogamMmn. 3HN3Y HyJIMCA rOJI0CU 1
nigHiManacsa napa, CxoxXa Ha gum.

Y na3Hi 6yno TemHo, AK y norpebi. EguHa namnoyvka sefb OCBiT/IIOBaa
NoNnYKK 1 Tasku. MNignory 3anuna sBoda Tak, Wo gosoawiocs 6pogntn.
Maxno po3byxnum gepesoM i bepesosuM nNncTaM. BepoHiui 3pobunocs
CTpallHoO, BOHa BUAWIa Ha cebe Ta3ok BoOu i BXXe pywnia 40 Buxony, Koam
Ha NOpo3i CTana rocnoanHs. [liB4MHa 3aBMepna. Y xiHku byna koca fo n'aT.
Konn BoHa po3nycTuna i, TO BCe TeHAITHE TisI0 NOKPUIO0 YOpHE, K PYHO,
Bonoccs. Ocb T06i n "[OBi ronosun"! Takoi Kpacu BepoHika we He ba4ymna.

MwuHann ocTaHHi gHi iMcTonaga. HoyamMu HaniTann WwaneHi BiTpu, rHyAu |
naManu rinna Ta Kumgaam noro Ha wnbky. yé To cmyaB, TO BUCBUCTYBAB, TO
peBiB, HeHaye BesIeTHI XOTiJIM NOro BUPBATK 3 KOPIHHAM. 3a Hi4 KiMHaTa B
nigoawuwi Tak BUXOJIOHANA, WO BpaHLUi BOAA B KyXJli 3aTdArasiaca TOHEHbKOO
Kipkoto nbofy. Llen noxmypuin 6yAMHOK 3 By3bKUMKU CXodaMu i 6e3nivyio
KiMHaT, KOMipOK, 6anKoH4YMKIB AaBHO NoTpebyBaB PEMOHTY.

BepoHika 3ragyBasia CBin Aim, ae 6aTbKO WONiITa HAaBOAMB Nag, a TyT,
3[aBasiocs, Hikoam He hapbysanu nignory, 60 BoHa Cipa i B TpilMHax, He
Binnnun CTiHKW, 9Ki NogeKyan BKpUANCS pyammm nasamamum. B 6yamHKy woaHs
Birann, nocniwann, HOCKUAN AKICb ALWMKKN, KOPOBKN. Ha KyxHi BiYHO WOCh
Bapwsocs, nigropano, napysaso. Bcim 6yno Hikonn, BCi 6yam 4ynumoco
3aKjionoTaHi 1 noxmypi. TiNbkK 00 Hel, 30aBanocs, HIKoMy He Byno aina.
Focnopap Haka3yBaB, W06 BOHa rpasia, ajle opkecTpaHTn Habpexanu, Hibn
rpaTn BOHa He BMiE. AcTpyb po3nopaansecs, abn BepoHika gonomarana Ha
KYXHi. Ane Ti He 3Ha/n, 9K NMOBOAUTUCSA 3 AIBYUHOLD, YN FPUMATU Ha HEl, 4n
boAaTucs ii. Buxogmno, wo BepoHika gHAMK cupina B cebe Ha ropwuwi abo

xoaumna HaBLUMNWHbKAX TEMHUMMN CXO0OaMM i 3a3unpana o KiMHaTax. AKoCb



BHU3Y 0iNA KoYyerapku BoHa 3HavLlIa ropy KHMXOK, ob6epexxHo nifg KOPTUHOLO
nepeHocuna ixX 4o CBOEI KiMHATW.

BepoHika nobnna rocnognHio 3a He3106MBMIN XxapakTep. Koance HaBiTb
nonpocusa B Hel TenJioro oasAry, i Ta NpuHecaa CBOE AiBOLbLKE NasbTo Ta
MyXOBY XYCTKY, KOO, HaneBHe, NigB'asyBanncs, 60 kpai 6ynm BUTArHeHiI, 9K

XBOCTW.

ManbTo CcArano AiB4MHI 40 N'AT, afe BoHa 06ropHynacsa HUM i HapeLwTi
3irpinacsa. FlocnognHA nomMoBYana, a NoTiM B3sAa 1l 3@ PyKY | LLEMOTOM
CKa3asna, Wwo npo Hel nutas Hin. BepoHika cnovaTKy He 36arHyna, Nnpo Koro
noe moBa. BUABNAETLCA, NtogMHa B COPOYLi, AKa NEXUTb Y CBITAIN KiMHaTI,

3BeTbCs HinloMm. | To CMH rocnogapis.

— Mign po Hboro. I7Iomy CbOrogHi Kpawle. NMorpaeLw.

— Ane X BiH CTapun i cepanTtun. Lo nomy posnosigaTtn?

"OBi ronosn" pospupanacs.

— MoMy YoTupHaAUATL POKiB, po3yMiew? TilbK1 YOTUPHAALATS!

[iB4nHa 36eHTexunacs.

— Lle Bce 4epe3 moro 4onosika! KpamMHuui rpabye, n’'e, Mmoxxe rosoBy
noanHi nposanuTn! CTiNbKKM rpixie Ha HaL pig! — rocnoanHA BTepsacs

dapTyxom i Bunwina.

BioToni BepoHika wopnHa 3axoguna ao Hina. Kosn BiH ne)<aB, YKPUBLLUCH
3 roJI0BOtO, 34aBas10CH, WO B JXKKY HEMA€E Hikoro. BoHa He ob3mnBanacs, a

BUMMaJia CKPUMKY N MOBYKW NOYMHaNa rpaTu. 3a BIKHOM — CTIHOIO nposiTanu



NOOAMHOKI MTaxu, BiTep KUOas rajy3ku 3 gepes, Ha4e MUIOCTUHIO
npomep3nin 3emi. Cipi xMapu MmeTanmca 3 ogHoro 60Ky B iHWWN, @ COHLE
BXXe He OAVH TWKOeHb XOBaJIOoCA 3a CBUHLEBOK BpamMoto paHHbLOT 3UMMN.

JlleweBa CKpunka 3By4asia TOCKHO, MOMNUCKYyBasa, HaraayBaJsa Npo AOLi i

CHirm.

Ane BepoHika BigroHmna cymHi cnoragu. MNMopy4 6yno cTinbkn CMyTKY, WO
BOHa MoO-AUTAYOMY LUYyKasia po3paaun, Havye KBITKN B TEMHOMY JliCi. 3HOBY U
3HOBY ysB/s1a Tepacy, 06BuTy TpoAHaaMmu. baTbka 3 mMaTip’to, WO CUAinv B
naeTeHux Kpicnax i BCMixanucsa fo Hei. "TaTy, ge Tn? YoMy He LWIyKa€ELW MeHe,
YoMy He rnpoBigaew? 9 Tak gaBHO He Byna BAOMA i He 3Hato, YW LUBITYTb Ha

BiKHaX Kanadmku".

Y Hina 6yna Tenna kKiMHaTa, BepoHika nposoawnia 6ina xnonusa uisi gHi.
Cno4aTKy i Byno cTpawHO OMBUTUCSA Ha HbOIrO, asie NMOCTYNOBOIro 3BUKJIA.
[lonomMarana XxBOpPOMY CICTW Ha NKKY, NigKnagao4ym noayuwKky nig CrivHy.
Po3npasnana kosapy, 6pana noro pyku B CBOI i nepeknagana ix. BoHa 3aswe
AVBYBaslacs, YOMY B HbOIro TakKi TOHKI | Taki BaXKi pyku. Konv matun
npuHocuna xy, AiB4nMHa obepe)xHo rogysasia Noro 3 MasieHbKol CpibHOT
NOXXKW. I[HKONM Hin He XOTiB Hi ICTK, Hi pO3MOBNATWU. Jlexxas, BiABEepPHYBLUNCH
00 CTiHW, CTOrHaB, a BepoHika roanHamMun gueuiacs y BiKHO-CTIHY, Ae
NPOXo4us0 3BUYHE Cipe XUTTA. TaMm, K y TenieBi3opi, NynbCyBain Joau,
BaHTaXiBKW, TBapuHU. 300Ky BiKHa Big4YMHANACA KBaTUPKa, AiBY4MHA BUCUNaNa

TYON KPUXTWN OonAa CUMHN4YOK.

Toro gHsa Hinosi 6yno 3n0posiwe, BepoHika po3nosigana noMy CMilLHi
iICTOPII 3i WKiNbHOrO XNTTA. Hin gpibHO xmxoTiB, moplwayn noba i nigHiMatro4um

nnedi. HecnogisaHo Ha Nopo3i cTaB AcTpyb. Butpiwmeca Ha BepoHiky:

— Twn... Yyoro TyT owmBaewWwCcA? AHy reTb Ha KyxHtio mectu! Cxoau

MicALSAMU He MUtoTbcA! PBaHb c-cobayva!

— TaTy, 4oro Bu?



— leTb, A cka3aB! — AcTpyb 6pn3HYB CANMHOK Ha BepoHiKy.

BoHa KuHynacs oo apepew.

onoBa Hina ne)xana Ha noayuiui, cipe 3 CMBNHOIO BOJIOCCS, 3MOPLLEHUIA
no6. BiH npnkpnB 061445 pyKoto, FOJIOCHO Xanas MoBiTpS.

— TaTy, HaBiWoO? — BUANXHYB Hin.

30aBanocs, BiH 6y Mir BuHecTn byab-ski noboi, Butepnitn 6yab-aKi

TOpPTYpW. Ane He Le.

AcTpyb pBYYKO 3ax04mMB NO KiMHaTI. 3ynnHmBCA 6ind ni>kka:

— T Mi CUH | NOBMHEH po3yMiTK. Bce B LbOMY AOMiI Ma€E 3apobnsaTtun
rpowi. Bce i BCi.

— TaTty!

— Us piBka TeX KOLWTYE rpoLuen i HeMmanux.

— T He nocMmieLw!

— 9 came xoTiB TODOI Ue cka3zaTu, — Ha 061m4di baTbka 3'aBKNacs
obnyaHa cononka ycMmiwka.

Xnoneub NiGHABCA Ha JIIKTAX, asie TYyT )Ke BMaB Ha MoAYyLUKY:

— Topni xan Tebe HaBik 3aNPoOTOPATb Yy B'A3HMLIIO, Xal y6't0Tb TBOIO HYOPHY
aywy! — Hina 6buna nponacHuus, a BiH yce Kpu4yaB 3 HagpuBOM, pUaatoyu,
6e3cmno MmoTa4m rosoBolo.



AcTpyb BMNLWOB. BiH 3HaB yCi 3aKaMapKn CBOro BEJIMKOIO MPOrHUI0ro
OyOnHKY, ane He 3HaB Ayl Ui€i icToTu, Aska 6yna Noro EGUHNM CUHOM.

BepoHika cugina B KiMHaTi, BCe 4Yyna 1 monnnacsa. Ha MuTb yasuna, Wo B
H6e3me)xxHoMy BcecBiTi ix Tiflbku ABO€E. BOHa — 4y>ka, 3aMBa, OAMHOKA AiBYMHa
i NpupeyeHnn xsopun xnoneub. Jllogam oo Hux bangyxe, 60 BCi MalOTb AKeCb

NMPU3Ha4eHHA.

BepoHika cxonunacs, nobirna cxogamm oo KiMmHaTtu Hina. AActpyba BXxe He
Oyno. BoHa nerko TOpKHy/acs X0/04HOT MarXe Npo30poi LLOKN XA0MNLUS.

— He nna4, — MoBuNa WenoToM, — CKOPO HacTaHe BeCHa.

| BOHM 060€ ysaBuan, 9K HabybHABIIOTb NMYN'AHKN | 3 HUX BULBITYTb
3MOpPLLUEHI KJIerKi JINCTOYKU. K NONeTATb Ha AOPOry YepeMxoBi NesitoCTKU, AK

Ha 03epi 3a>KOBTIE NaTaTTA.

— A MOTiM HacTaHe niTo, i CoHUe BMNanuTb JINCTHA, BUACYLUNTb 03€po, —

CyYMHO fopaB Hin, — 3HOBY BCe NMOBEpPHE Ha 3MMY.

A Ko nponwia 3aavllka, 404aB:

— §1 BioYyBalo, WO Hac XToCb 6a4MTb i PO Hac Aymae. 9 HaneBHe Le
3Hato! Bipnw?

— Ue Tinbkun bor, bor! — BuUrykHyna gisyvHa. — BiH fymae npo Hac, BiH
X04e HaM AoMoOMOrTU. 4 MONUTUMYCS, | TU NigHIMELWCa 3 NiXKKa, TH

xoantumewl, Hine!

Y nBepi nocTykann. 3anWoB Jiikap, CTaB exkaTu Big MOpo3y.



BepoHika B3s/1a CKPUMKY i MOBYKW pyLlunna Ao asepei. Ii o6nmyus we
CAAJ10, HA HBOMY LLe CBITUANCA C/IbO3U. BoHa KMHynaca 0o KiMHaTh, abun

36epertn He po3TpayYeHUMM OCTaHHI OYMKMW.

3a Kiflbka XBWJINH Ha CX0A4ax rno4yyJsia po3MOBY M Nikapem i AcTtpybom,
npoYnHWUNa fBepi:

— 9K BiH?

— PaxyHOK MiwoB Ha OHi 1 Ha rOANHMN.

— Moxe 6 iwe KpanenbHuL,I?

— Le Bam BupiwyBaTW.

Mo obigi BepoHika cupina 6ing BikHa i YnuTana Hinosi "MiBHIYHe caMBO"
I>xeka JloHooHa. 3paBanocs, xaoneub agpimas, obinepwmnce 06 noaywku i
CTYAMBLUM NOBIKW. Moro cipe 06an44s TamMyBasio MyKy. JluLle iHKOW MOBIKY
34puranncs i Ha obnmnydi 3'aBnsnacsa ycmiwka. HecnogisaHo Hin nigHsB

roJloBy i 3anuTas Ii:

— A 4YOMY TW He rpa€Ll MeHi? [le TBOSA CKpunka?

— A wo 3 Tobot0... Tpanuioca? — y BiANOBIAb 3anuTana BepoHika. — 9k
TW 3aXBOpPIB?

— Hivyoro He Tpanunocs. bor kapa€ MeHe 3a 6aTbKOBI rpixn. 3a 6aTbKOBI,
pO3yMieL?

— Tw paBHO... TaKNn?



— A T06i He Bce ogHO? [1aBHO 4/ He OaBHO. Tn X 3a0poBa! biraew,

rpaem.3axoqem,noneTmm,ﬂKCMHmuﬂ

— 9 none4y? Ta MeHe 3a NOPIr He BUMYCKaTb. TPUMatOTb, K Y B'SA3HULL.
A 6aTbKa NiBpoKy He ba4vuna!

3anana MoB4YaHKa, a No Tomy Hin no4aB roBOpUTY TUXO, MOPUBYHACTO,

KOBTal4YM CKNaau i Lini cyioBa:

— BoHWM x04yTb, W06 5 cCKopilwe nomep, po3ymieww? MaTn Bxxe BMNIakana

BCKO CBOK »aJliCTb, @ 6aTbKO 3/IUTbCA.

— Tn opyxaew!

Hin maxHyB NMOKpy4eHOIO PyKOtO, BiAropHYyB KOBAPY, | BOHa nobayuna
TOHeHbKIi, ckoutopbneHi Horu. Lle 6ynn HiXKKKU HEMOBAIATHY, AKi HOMYCb
nepectanu pocTu. Y Hel 3aTpeMTinm pyKu, ii 3Mopo3unno, Ha4yebTo cTana

CBIOKOM 3J104UHY.

— A T XxoamB 00 WKOAU? Ty BMIEW YNTATU? — 3anuTana, wob He

MOBYaTW.

— 3arajan MeHi AKUNCb NpuUKNag Ha gonasaHHA. Tpuyndgpose,
yoTumpuumngpose, Byab-akKun, Mmoxxew? YCHO.

— Nipy BXe, 60 MeHi 9KoCb xonoaHo. iay Bxe?

Hin Ba)KKo guxaBs, MOYMHABCA Hanag acTMU.

— Mobyab iwe. Xo4ew, 4 Bigragat 1ol AyMKn? OCb nogymMan wio-
Hebyab... Npo ManbyTHE.



BepoHika BurnsHyna B BiKHO, flasieko Ha naropbi cTosna MawmHa, CXoxa

Ha 6aTbKOBY. Ane K MOrla TaM OnNMHUTUCA 6aTbKOBa MalLUMHa?

— Tun Tak 4acTo OMBULLCSA 3a BIKHO? Xo4ell yTeKTu?

— A XTO MeHe BUNYCTUTb, MOXXe TN? — BIAMOBINa NoxanueMm, Mamxe

cepaonto. — A nogymana, y MeHe € ayMKa. Moxke Bigragaew npo wo?

3anana MoB4aHka. Mo Tomy Hin, nepemaratoyn 3a4ULLKY, MOBUB:

— T nogymana noraHo. Cnpobyn Wwock iHwe.

— Hy oT, — 3acMmifinacsa BoHa. — A we xBasmscs!

— Twn yaBMNa MeHe Ka>kaHoM. 3 JIIOACBKUM 06amny4sm.

— Henpaspa! — 3actpubana BepoHika, ane 3ycTpifliaca 3 NOro norasagom

3aMoBKJa, npucina 6ina nixxka.

[T cBigOMICTb 3HEHaLbKa NPOHU3asa AyMKa: BiH MOXe B 6ylib-AKY MUTb
noMmepTn. OCb Tenep BOHa 3 HUM PO3MOBJISE, BiH AMBUTLCSA Ha Hel. | TUM

4YaCOM MOro B)Xe He CTaE€.

— He cTpalwHo, — BUMYy4YeHO yCMixHyBCS Hin, — BCi ntoamn Big

Hapod>XeHHA NMOYNHaOTb YMUPATN.

BiTTa nepes ryno, cesmuctano, CToBbypmn CKpuKyBasn, NOCKpUNyBasn B
WunbKy. BepoHika 3aapiMana, a noTiM cxonunacs. [ npuemainock, Mos6u Hag
HEel0 HU3bKO MPOITalTh XMapK, Ha OLHIN 3 HUX NeXWUTb Hin. [ cTano Xapko i
3axoTinocsa NuTu. Hiv Byna CHiXKHO-CBIT/a, Ky4yrypu cTosam, sk ropu. BoHa

XOTifla 3iNTU Ha KYXHIO | MOoYysia BHU3Y NPUryLlleHi roaocu.



— po BCce ooMoBNEHO, HIYOro He Byay neperpasaTb, — ryais rocnonap.

— MpopaTwn giBdnHy! A 9K BiH 3as9BUTLCA MO OUTUHY, WO TN NOMY

CKakew?

— Y)>xe 3aABAsABCA CTOHAAUATbL pa3iB. e BiH, TW noro 6ayunw?

— bincsa bora, onTnHa > He BMHHA!

— Y 6opaeni Takmnx nobnate. Miwna reTs, paHb cobaya!

"OBi ronosn" cxnunHyna i BunwWNa B kopugop. Focnogap rpokHyB
ABepuMa TakK, Hade xOTiB iX BupBaTu i 3abpaTun 3 coboto. BepoHika cTosana,
MOB NpuMep3Jia, He MOorjla NOBOPYXHYTUCS.

FocnoanHa nigHAanacsa cxogamm Ao cuHa. Mpucina 6ina nixkka, po3s’a3ana
HaKpy4YeHY Ha rosioBi XyCTKY.

— Mawmo, a BepoHika He gonomMaraja BaM MUTU roJIoBY?

— [lonomarana, askxe.

— Mamo, a ckaxXiTb, SsKa BOHa rapHa. lke B Hel nyxHacTe BOJI0CCH, 9K

BOHA MOro BiAKMAOAE 3aM’ ACTAM.

— BoHa T06i B aymui?

— 9lk 3rafato npo Hei, Tak njady, wo CKoOpo BMUpaTHU.

— FK e HaM byTn, aK e HaM BigNyCTUTK 1, CNIHOYKY? — 3aTy)Xuna

XXiHKa, NoK1aBLKn ronosy 6inga cunHa.



...Micna niBHOYi, KONK BiTEP NOYaB yLLyXaTw i 3HOBY MOBaJINB CHIr, 00
KiMHaTu BepoHikn BBinwNa rocnoguHsa. Po3byaunna 1i, He BMMKao4uM CBiTa.
Haka3ana ogaratmnca. CnycTuanca cxogamu, ki cepef Hodi, 34aBasiocs, He

puniav, a CKpUKyBasu.

BoHu pizannca no monogomy ramnbokoMy CHiry Mmamxe Ao nosca.
BepoHika nosepTanacsa 4o BITPY, NWUa TON OYyXMAHUA BiTEP Ha NOBHI rpyau.
34inHANaca 3aBiploxa, | BXKe 3a AKYCb XBWIIO Bif CNifiB 3a/1MWLanncs Bidka.
HNaneko Ha naropbi 3'aBmnaca naama, NoTiM Big Hel BigAiNMnaca noctaThb i

KMHYNacs iM Ha3ycTpiu.

MoBoAi CHIr ywyx. BepoHika ornsHynacsa Ha noxmypuin 6youHOK, WO
3a/IMWKMBCA No3any, Ha aybum n cocHu. | TyT y Hinosin KiMHaTi cTano BMgHO, K
yOeHb. BiKHO-CTiHa AMBMIOCSA Ha Hel 3 NoAMBOM i cyMOM. HecnofiBaHo TaMm
BUCBITUI0CA Besinye3He Hinose obnn4yysa. Hika 34purHynacs, CKpuKHyna:

"OuiTbcal!" Ane Hi il cynyTHMUS, Hi 6aTbKO HIHYOro He MOMITUAN.

— Tam Hin, Hin y BikHi! ly>xe Benukum Hin! — 3akpu4vana BoHa.

Kunynacsa 6irtm Hasag, ynana, 3arojocuna.

| i ronoc 3aTamyBanu B cobi CHirwn.



