Kpan cena 6ina rpebni oamHoko ctosna ybora xatuHa. lMeBHa piy, Wwo
Hy>XAa Ta 3/IMAHI AaBHO BXe ronybunm Ty xaTuHy. CTapa cTpixa nopocna
3eJIeHUM MOXOM i B OJHOMY KYTKY, Ha[, KOMOPOO, BXXe 3anaJsacs; AuMap Haj
CTPIiX0K CTMPYaB KiJlbKOMa YOPHUMWU, OCMAJIEHUMU BIXTAMU. 3 ABOX
HeBeJINYKMX BiKOHeLb 04HO Byno 3anaTaHe 3aMicTb BUOUTUX WNOOK AOLLKOIO
i, MOB C/line oko, Burnagano 6inbMom. XaTta nokpmemaacb ogHMM 6OKOM, L0
noYaB y>ke BpocTaTu B 3emsto. Y6oro 6yno i Ha noasip'i, 3apociomy
criopvweM: imule ctapa, Aipssa rnoBiTKa, Kyrnka Cyxoro XMm3y Ta Kijibka
KypeWn, Wo WnopTaanucs Ha CMIiTHUKY — Ta N BCEHbKe oTe€, MabyTb, byno

Xa3anNCTBO.

MpoTe Bnako 6yno, wo xa3fai Abanm sk MOram Npo CBOIO OCEJIO: XaTa
B6yna yncTto nobineHa, npmsbba BMMaLLEHa XXOBTOK MIMHO, CTAaPEHbKUA TUH
ne-He-ge nonaTtaHo Bepb0s1030M Ta NignepTo KiskoMm, wob He BanmBCS.

Xwuna y Tin xaTi Boosa CKkpun4ymxa 3 CMHOM MakcMMOM, HEBICTKOIO Ta

MaJ1IeHbKOK BHY4YKOl1O.

3anmwunnaca CKpunymx-a BAOBOK 3 CUHOM MaKCUMOM. TislbKU N yTixXK,
TiNbKKM N Xypbu ii 6yno. [iTen wectepo noxoBasa BOHa LWe 3a Hebikymka —
O4WH NN Cen BUKOXaBCA. [lecaTun pik illoB MOMY, K MOCUPOTINN BOHWU, a
BXXe MNoYyaB MaTepi y NoMi4 cTaBaTu: XMU3Yy Haaba€ Ha Nanveo, BOOUN XOM
NiBBiAEPKOM, @ HAHOCUTb, rOpoAnHy rnonose. HasameoBmM>Xy 6ys10 BOHO
C/lyXHSIHE Ta PO3yMHe.

Ckpunumxa 3apobnsna no noasax, 60 cBoei 3emni He Byno, Kpim
LIMaTo4YKa ropoay npu xaTi: YNITKY 3a CHin, 3a KONULo, 3MMOI0 3@ MITKN. TUM

i Kuna.

XaTuHy nigaep>xysasa ak Mmorna. Bce nymka 6yna: Bupocte Makcmm —
OLPY>XUTb BOHA NOro Ta MoKisb BiKy Oyfe — CBil KYyTOK MaTuMe.



AK niwoB MakcMMOBI N'ATHaAUSATUN PiK, Biggana noro CKkpunymxa y
HanMMun 0O ABopa. Jlerwe cTaso XuTu, 60 1 3a XaTO MeHLUe KJI0MNoTy Ta

3apobnaTn cTaB xJoneLb KOMinymHy.

He niTa, a ripka npaus Ta 3amgHi 6e3 nopu 3octapinu CKpmn-4mxy; anMxo
3rop6bumno ii, MoB6K HEBYACHO FHITUIO A0 3eMJii. He cTaBano BXe cuam

pobnTKn, AK KONUCH.

Yumpas vacTiwe HaBigyBana il JaBHO BMKOXaHa AyMKa OOPYXUTU CUMHA Ta

CMNOYUTU TPOXWN.

AK MUHY1I0 MaKCUMMOBI AeB'ATHaAUATb NiT, NoYasia MaTu pa3 y pas
HaragysaTu NOMY Npo Te.

— Oapyxuneca 6, ANTNUHO MOs; He BiK To6i Mo HarMMax TuHATUCA! baunw:
He3ay»ato; XTo X Tebe, bypnaky, obwne, obnepe? OTee Bi3bMeLLl Ha NMOKPOBY
COpoK KapboBaHLUiB — KynuB 61 KOHAYKY, BO31B 61 6ypsikn Ha 3aBoA TOLWO, a
noBecHi HanHaB 61 n cTeny WMaToK — 6yB 61 xa34iH... OXKEHUCb, CUHY,

3aCrnoKin MO0 CTapiCTb Ta HY>XAay!..

MakcuMm anga matepi Bce pag 6ys 3pobutn. 1o agiByaT BiH 6yB HEKBaNHUN,
Ha BEYOPHMLI Ta Ha BY/IMLIO He BYallaB — O4HaKOBO NoMy byno, aky 6 He
cBaTaTwu. Ta gymMmka byna, Wo gapeMHa pidy noro ctapoctam obbmsaTm noporu
y baratupie — copomMy HabepyTbCs. Y35B Ta NOCBaTaB TaKy X CUPOTY, AK i
caMm,— MoTpto, WO CAy>Xuna y TOMy X Taku ABOpi 3a AoApKy. [iBka byna
4yeCHa, TUXa Ta TpyAslla, X04 Ha BAAYy HE Ay)Xe KpacuBsa.

Micns nokposu Biadynu Becinns. MaHu, wo ao obox ix 6ynn oobpi,
napysann MoTpi Tennyky, a MakCMMOBI Ha Becinng n'aTb KapboBaHUiB Ta
NeAKOoro BiCMMNHOIro rnoBepx TOro, WO 3aC/1y>XUB.

Ckpunyuci MoBbun 1 cnpasAi yCMiXHyNacsa 00N8 Ha CTapicTb. HeBicTKa
B6yna pobpa, cnyxHsHa: goroa)kana in, K pigHin, Ta 1 YONOBIKOBI HIKO/IN He
nepe4una.



MakcmM CnpoMircst Ha KOHSKY, a NOBECHI B34B i LUMATOK cTeny nig,
bypsakun ona 3asony. Ynitky, obpobuswn cBo€, BCi Tpo€E 3apobnsann y Asopi Ta
no Naax. 3UMMOLO0 XiHKKN Npsann. MoTps obwmBana BClO CiM'to, @ Makcum
3apobssB NigBOAOI Ta MNAiB CONIOM'AHKN.

o poky Hapoguna MoTpsa OO4KY.

B>xe cTtapa Ckpunyuxa nownaacs y HaHbKy A0 BHyKK, 60 Ha poboTy y
MoJli Ta Ha rOpPoAi CUAN He CTaf10: Ha>kHe Byno cHomiB AecsATb abo BMNpaLLyeE
KapTonai rpagky — Ta u roai gani poburn.

Llen pik 6yB Ts>xkunnm gna nogen, 60 Big BeIMKOAHA ak A0 3e/1eHUX CBAT
AOLLY Hi Kpanesbkn He aas 6or, Hi 3epHa, Hi CONIOMU, Hi NawWi AN CKOTUHN He
BPOAMI0. A KON CYTY>KHO CTaJs10 CrpaBXHIM rocrnogapsaMm, TO BXXe N NOTOMY
TakuM 3nngapsam 6essemenbHuM, ak Ckpunku. LLe n Ha bypsaka 3 Takoi
3acyxu YepBa Hamajna — wkoaa 6yno n npawi KO0 HUX.

CyMHUM xoame Makcum, Xyps4mncb, Sk BoHO byae 3umoto 6e3 xniba, 6e3
nawi Ta 6e3 nanuea. TAXKY AYMKY AyMana n CKkpunymxa, NOXUINBLUN CTapy
FOJIOBY Haf KOJINCKOIO OHYKMW... He 6aymna Ta ronosa nobpa 3a XnUTTH, HE
3a3Ha€ Noro n OOBIKY...

MwHyno, nito.

Ha nokpoBy 3narna ctapa Ckpunymxa Ta BXe 11 He 3Boamnacs 3 nevi. [yx

i 3anepno B rpyasax, Horn nobpsakan, Kawwesnb OyLWunB.

— CmMepTb MOS Npunwna, Aitn! — novasa BOHa Ka3aTuW CMHOBI Ta
HeBicTLi.— OX, MOXXWna 9 CBOE Ha CBIiTi, HAlNACb A MiIMOHIB, HANWNAca n1nxa,
BUMJaKana BCi CNiI3OHbKW ripKi... as [N)u rocnoib MUnocepaHNn CrnoYnHOK
MOIM KiCTOYKaM Tpygxxe-umMm... CnpotaTka Bu Moi! Yu Taka X i Bawa byne
nonsa Hy>xaeHHa? Ox, He gan 1o 60>XeHbKy, He fal rocnogeHbKy
MWUIOCTUBUIA!..



MoTpsa npuBena 0o Hepyxoi 6abky Nemunanxy. NMowentana 6aba, nana
3innd, wob 3BapuTK Ta BUTEPTU FPYAN Ta HOrM — He nonerwano. MNpnso3ms
Makcum (pepwana 3 MicTe4ka — i TOM He MOMIr HiYOriciHbKO. AAayxa, CKa3as,

He3niYymma.

TW>KHIB TpW NPOCTOrHana ctapa Ta 1, 4eCHO BUCMNOBIAABLUUCH i

3anpmn4acCcTtmuBWNCD, CroYnia gaBHO 6a>KaH1UM BiYHMM CHOM.

Mycunm 3aCTaBUTU Y XXNAa KOXKYLUAHKY Ta We A0 TOro no3nynTn y Kyma
KapboBaHUiB napy, wob 6yno 4mm noxoBaTu MaTIp.

CnopsavBLLKM BCe A0 NMOXOPOHY, NilwoB Makcum apyroro AHS paHo a0
nona. [loporoto y3apis CTapLUKHY.

— JobpunaeHb! — BKNOHMBCA MaKcuM.

— 3po0poB! A kyaun 6or Bege!

— o nona.

— Y1 3HOB XpPeCTUTN? — YCMIiXHYBCS CTapLUMHa.

— ba Hi, xoBaTn! — BignosiB Makcmm.— Mama nomepnu!

— UapcTBo HebecHe!..— cka3aB CTapLlinHa, 3HAB LWAMNKy Ta
nepexpectuscsa.— Kosim X nomepna?

— Byopa! lMNpowanTte, oaabKy!

— 3 6orom, Heboxxe! Aros, Makcmme! — rykHyB HaB340rH CTapLlmnHa.— A

TW X, MOOHb, Ha NMPU30Bi CbOro PoKy?

— Ere! Taxx y meHe Binbrora!



— Tak. A npunwos 6u Takn, MOXXe, y BOJIOCTb! 3aaBuBCA.

— Xiba Tpeba? — cnntaB Makcmm.— Afpke XX neplly Binbroty He 6epyThb!

— Ta He bepyTb, A 3Hato! A BCce X 3aaBUTUCb Tpeba ona nopsagky, He
B6yno 6 wTpady akoro, oH Wo! XXnaka Ha n'aToecaT pybnis owTpagysanu,
L0 He ABMBCSA 3 NepBOoIo BisibroToto. CamMoro He B3s/11, a npoTe wrpad, Wwo He
ABMBCA. Take aino!

— Konu Tpeba, To npungy,— ckasaB MakcnmM.— Tak Konm X? Ocb
MOXOPOH CbOroAHi!

— 3abixwu Big nona! Monpocuw y npucyTcTBii, Wwob nycTtnnm weunglie.
Came Tenep 3acigatoTb.

— Xiba BM nonpocuTe 3a MeHe, AsaAbKy, Oyab nacka. 1 XX He 3Halo, Kyau

TaM npuctynutu!

— Hy, Hy, 9KoCcb-TO byae! — BianoBiB cTapwuHa. NMepebanakasLuu 3
nonom, nobir Makcum y BonocTb. Came

ToAi 6yno TaM BOIHCbKE MPUCYTCTBIE.

MpOTUCHYBLUWCH Kpi3b topby napy6bkiB, WO rOMOHINN Ha ABOPi BOSIOCTI,
[0XKNOAa04UCh, MOKW NOKINYYTb Mo Yep3i, MakCcuM 3aMoB y KaHLenapito.

| Tam 6yna cuna Hapoay.

3a CTOJIOM, MOKPUTUM 3eJIeHUM CYKHOM 3 30J10TOK MepPeXXKOoto, CUaisio
BCAKE Ha4asIbCTBO, YOJIOBIK 30 LWICTb: i BOEHHI, | HEBOEHHI, | 3 MeganaMmu, i 3
ryosnkamu, i Tak cobi 6e3 ycboro. A nepen CToJIOM CTOsi/1a BUCOKa CTiKa,
6ing Hel 4BOE MOCKaNIB Ta N MipS/iM BOHM Ha TiN CTinLi ronmx HoBobpaHL,iB.

Ilani CTosAB CTaplwnHa, YPAAHWK, CTapoCTa Ta e Joau.



MaKCM NPOTUCHYBCSA A0 CTapLUMHW.

— Ocb i 1, 4A0bKy! — cKa3aB BiH nowenkun.— MNonpociTtb, 6yab nacka,
wo6b weuawe 3anucanu, wo Tam Tpeba, Ta NyCTUIN MEHE.

— Hy, HY,— KMBHYB CTapLUNHa Ta 7 MOCYHYBCA HaBLUTMMHbKW 00 CTOJ1a.

— Yoro T100i, CTapwunHa? — crnnTaB OOUH 3 HaYa1bCTBA.

— MpW3MBHUIA OAVH NMPOCUTD, WO6 WwBMaLe BiANYCTUAN NOrO...

— Yoro Tak?

— MaTn nomepna, xoBaTb Tpeba!

— 9K 3BYyTb?

— Makcum CKpunyeHko.

Makcum 6amnxx4e nofaBcs A0 CToja. HavanbCTBO WenecTinno nanepamu,
LLYKa4M HOroCb.

— Makcum CKkpunyeHko, nepsa sbrota! Yoro x asnasca? Tobi MoxxHa

6yno He asnaTucek! |am 3 6orom!

— 4 He 3HaB,— obi3BaBcA Makcum.— CTapwunHa Kasanu.

— Mo>xxHa 6yJ'IO He ABNATUCb,— CKa3aB OAWH i3 Ha4YasIbCTBa, YATAO4N

LWOCh Yy nanepi.

Makcnm 3aBepHyYBCH NTW.

— MNocTin! Y Tebe 6baTbka HeMa?



— Hema! — cka3aB Makcum.

— A MaTu, Kaxkew, nomepna?

— Ere, B4yopa!

— Ere-re, 6paTte! NoraHe gino! NMponana.TBOSA NbroTa!

— 9K nponasia? — TPEMTAYUM roJsI0OCOM CcnnTaB Makcum.

— Tak! Tn 6yB 0AMH CMH Yy MaTepi i MaB Yepes Te NepBy JbroTy, Wwoob,
3Ha4YnNTb, roAyBasB i Nigaep>xyBas MaTip. A Ternep BOHa rnomMmepsia — rnomepna i

TBOS Nbrota! Tm ognHo4vkKa. Takmm 3aKoH!

MaKCMMOBI cepLe CTUCHYOCb Y FpyAsax; WoCh NiACTynuao 4o ropna,

3aTPeMTisIN HOTW.

— [ocnopa HavanbcTBO! Bawe 6naropogie! Y meHe xiHKa, AUTuHa... Xiba
X iX He Tpeba roaysaTb, Nigaep>xxysaTtb? MNomunynte!..

Fonoc noro TpemTiB, 3anMMHaBCA Ha KOXKHIM CJ10Bi, | 34aBanocs

MaKCKMOBI, L0 Le He BiH TOBOPUTb, @ XTOCb iHLLIWNA.

— 3aKOH He NMPU3HAaE XiHKN Ta UTUHK gna nerotu! Jinwe 6aTtbka Ta
MmaTip! A Tn Tenep cnpoTa, ogmnHoyka! Hidoro He Baiew, ronybe. Xanko Tebe,

Ta He MOXXHa! 3akKoH!..

— Wo » MeHi pobuTb y CBITi?! — CKPUKHYB MaKCcuM, 3aJIOMUBLLN PYKW.
y

— Hivoro He 3pobuw! Po3aarancs, ctaBan Ha Mipy! Konn rogeH — nigew

CNyxumtu!



MaKkcnMOBI CBIT 3aTyMaHUBCH, | BiH HIHOro He TAMUB, He Nam'aATaB. MoB y
TYMaHi, Yy CHi AKOMYCb MaHA4MI0 NOMY, 9K MOIro Mipsasn, AK 3anmcasam rogHnM.
BiH onnHMBCSA 3HOB Ha BOJIOCHOMY OBOPI i Big X0N04Y OCIHHbOIro paHKy no4as

TPOXW 0NaM'ATOBYBAaTUCh. AKNINCb XXNOOK yOapuB NOro JIereHbKo no naevy.

— Akunnm xe Tn aypHumn-mn! Ha akoro 4Yopta 6yno Tobi apnatuce? Xiba
NPUCYTCTBIE 3HaNO, WO TBOA MaTu BMepsia? Tak 6u HiXTO 1 He 3HaB, Ta 1 byna
6 T06i NoBik nbrota! A BiH, AypHUI, cam cobi bigy HanuTas! O-on-on!..

BepHyBwunch nogomMmy, Makcum po3kasas XIiHLUi Npo HecnofiBaHe rope.
bioHa MoTps a)xk bunacs ronoBow 06 CTiHy i3 XKako, 3aBOAAYN YrosoC Ta

3a/IMBaOYNCh CNi3bMI.

MaTu ne)kana Ha nasi. ii CNOKiNHe, Hy)xaeHHe 0611Y4a 34aBanoCh
HaNLWACAMBILLUM Y Cill XaTi: BOHa Masa Tenep HebecHy BinbroTty i byna
6anay»xa 00 SOACBKOro rops, A0 3eMHUX 3aKOHIB Ta JibFroT. Makcum npunaB
JMLEeM 0 XOJI0OHUX MaTEPUHUX PYK.

— Mamo! Mamo!..— 3 og4aeM NpocTorHae BiH.— He 3a3Hana T cama
LWacTsa i HaM Uoro He gana! YoMy T He NMpPoXKKa LWe XO04 30 ABa AHi AN4 Hac,

ONs BiNbrotn?



