BOHM cupinnm B CaMOMY TEMHOMY KYTOYKY BaroHa, NPUKpUTI 3Bepxy
CNyLEeHO0 NonLeto, i CBITNO NixTaps, Wwo 6ys yropi Ha4 HUMK, He AocArasno
IX. IX nocTaTi neaBe BMPi3yBaUCb”™ TbMSAHO OCBITJ/IEHI APYrUM NixTapeM, Lo
BUCIB Y KiHLi BaroHa Ha4 NpoTUAEXHUMU ABepuMa, 1X 06m44a 30aBasinch

MamXe Tak CaMO TEMHUMMU, K | OO K.

BoHa punaana ripko i 4oBro. BiH He Mir 3aCrnokKoiTu il.

CUTNN KOHOYKTOP YaCTEHbKO MPOXOAUB NOB3 HUX i LIJIMB Ha iX 3eNeHy,
MUFTALWY NASAMKY CBOrO fliXTaps, NpUragaatoymcb NbHO A0 X 06an4yiB y
TEMpPSBI, 3 PO34YyJIEHO N Pa30M CKPUTOK YCMILLKOLO, 3 KO AMBASATLCA Ha
3aKoXaHUx. KOHOYKTOPOBI 34aBaJsloCh, WO iX JIerko 3po3yMitu. "Munii He
CBapATbCA, Tinbkn 6aBnaTbCca",— AyMaB BiH Npo cebe i NpoxoavB Yyepes

BaroH, MUJbHYIO4M iX, YeKato4n KiHUSA KoMeail KOXaHHS.

TinbkW... TyT 6yN0 He Te, He Te... 30BCiM He Te. BoHa nnakana He 4epes
HbOIr0 1 He 3a HUM. BoHa nnakana 3a CBOIM NMOMepPJIM YONOBIKOM. A C/1bO3U
KOTWUNCH NO i 0611440 MUMOXiTb, BesnepecTaHky. Mnedi TpemTinn. Oyx

3axoruioBaso. XycTka byna Mokpa of Cis.

— Lle A cborogHi Tak,— CKa3aJjla BOHa HapeLwTi Kpi3b C/IbO3U COPOMJIMBO,
— a TO A pigKo Koan naayy... CborogHi 1 byna TamMm,— MK A/IMHKaMn B
H6anpadui... Ha BepcCi 0CBIiT/IE€HI POXXEBUM BEYIPHIM COHEYKOM SAJINHKN... KOXKHa
roJsika Bropi 30/10Ta, a 40J1i BOHW Te€MHi, TEMHIi, a> YOpHi... TaM M KOJINCb
cnainu... 9k BiH nobumB ix, Ak nwbus Le micue! BiH 6ys... Tak, 6ys, 6ys, bys,
byB!..— NoBTOpWIa BOHa Ki/lbKa pa3iB 04HOMaHITHO, 3ansakana e gyxx4e,
3HEeCWJII0IYNCL 04 CNi3, | obinepnacbk HECBIAOMO CBOEK MOKPOIO LWOKOI Ha
NOro CXUaeHy LWOoKY. il rapsayi c/ib03un Nnomnasn NoMy B OKO, 1 BiH CaM 3arJsiakas,

ajie He 03MBaBCH, TiIbKN MOBYaB, CJIyXaB i He 3aBa)kas Il NnakaTu.

— fK ue mMorfo ctaTucb? Ak ue moxe byTn? 9 BCe 4Yekato Ha HbOoro. Ak ue
MO>Xe ByTn? — nuTanacb BOHa B po3nadi, 3 HyAbroto, i npocTarana pyky,
LIYKa4M Noro pykun. BiH oapa3y He 3po3yMiB 1T i TiZIbKM 3rogom rnoaas in



CBOIO pYKY BoHa 3nereHbka cTUCHyNa 1i i 3apa3 »xe nyctuia Cama X
oaxunnnachk Habik, BUNMPOCTyBaslacb i BTUXJa, ANBASAYNCL BNYKaO4YMM OKOM Y
MPOCTOPiHb. Yepe3 XBUAMHY BOHa nepecTasa njakaTn, Haye 3Hanwna B cooi

SKYCb CUJY, IKYCb 3MOTY YMILHUTUCA, TEPNiTU, MOBYaTU, KOPUTWUCh..

— Tak, He3abyTHIn, 6igHM apy>xe, [oporun Min Toeapuwy!.. 4 Tex He
MOXXY LLIJIKOM 3p0O3YyMiTK, AK Le MOrso ctaTuchk?! Ak, 4yepes Wwo Noro HeMae
Binbwe 3 HamMn?.. He MO)XXy MOBIPUTN Ta 1 HIXTO HE NMe LbOMY BipU,—

NPOMOBWUB BiH i BaXKKO 3iTXHYB.

B U0 XBUIMHY y4ynach 3 CYCiAHbOIO Kyne niCHA NigBU-UMBLLOIO
peMiCHUKA:

Korpa 5 6bi-bi-bls1 CBOOOAHBIN MaslbynK, POBECHUK 10-y-YHbIM ae-e-
epcBam.

BoHa 3apurHynace LisinMm TisloM, K gepesue, KoTpe py batoTb, | N9KINBO
3awenoTina:

— On, ckinbkun cnorapgis! Yce, yce Haragye noro.. CKpisb, BClOAWN BiH!..
BiH... Min Mmunuin! — OCTaHHE CQI0BO BOHa BMMOBWJ1a 3 Baro COpoMy, ase 3
BEJIMKOIO HiXKHICTI0.— OCb i ue Tex!.. BiH MaB KOMiIYHUI XUCT; BiH yMiB

nepeapa>kHiOBaTKU BCiX | 3HAB BaraTo UMX AYPHMUX Ta XapaKTepPHUX MiCeHb.

Konn BOHa panToM 34purHynacs, BiH o6ropHys i nsedi o4HOK PyKOto
noBepx 340POBOI TernJol XyCTKU, B AKY BOHa YKYTyBasach.

BoHa we pa3 3annakana, Ta XyTKo nepecTtana. lNoTiM rngHyna Ha
AiBYMHY, LLIO HAaNpOTW CnaJia Ha NaBi, i 3HeHaubKa cnajlaxHysa B Hel AyMKa:
"AkbKn Taa He cnana, BiH He 0OHAB B MeHe* akbu Tas He cnana, A He

no3ssosaumna 6... Ta Hi, YoMy x?"



BoHa cugina Tnxo, nigTpuMyBaHa Noro pykot, AKOCb CKOPYMBLUUCH |
NPUTYNBLUMNCE, FNMOOKO 3iTXar4m Ta 3ragyro4m nNpo CBOro 4opororo
Hebixk4nKa, npo noro noboB 40 Hel:

"Akunin BiH ByB Hi>XXHUMI!.. AK BiH KOXaB!.. BinbLl HIXTO HEe MOXXe Tak

KOXaTWn... 1 XOo4y CKa3aTb... MEHe KoXaTu Tak. . Hi, Hi! HixTo! Hikonun!"

"Hi, Moa T pigHeceHbKa, MoXXe, MoXe!" — nogymas BiH, MOAYMaB TiJIbKN,

60 He BncnoBmB 61 LKX C/iB HAaBITb Nepen CTPaxoM CMepTi..

in xoTinocb Tenep 6e3kpanHbLO FOBOPUTU MPO "HbOro", FOBOPUTK MPO NOro
Kpacy, Npo noro ntoboB, NPo CBOE rope npo ix JtoboBs, NPOo WO BOHA PaHill He
H6anakansa Hi 3 04HO XMBoto aywer. CopoM po3TaBs, K CHIr, i BOHa
roBopwia, roBopuia, roBopunia...

A BiH BnepLue 4yB, Ik BOHa BUCJIOB/IIOBasIaCb, K BOHa 0OHa)Kasia CBOtO
ayuwy Mepuwe BiH 6a4mB ii ropaoto, X004 HOO, BiAOAHOK, HACMILLKYBaTOIO,
Tenep »anibHoto.

— BiH 6yB Takuin nobun, TakKnm HXXKHUA, a 1 Taka X0N04HaA, YaCOM 30BCiM
Ha4de 3 Mmapmypy. Ere, 9 6yna Taka opcTokal.. i HaBiib Hi pa3y He CKa3a/sa
NOMY 3a BCE XUTTHA Hawe, akun BiH 6yB KpaceHb! — ®apba cTuay 3anmna ii

obnunyys.

— | noTim... 4... B 3HaeTe? { He nobto KoXaHHSA... 9 xody... {1 xoTina
NPUA3HI, @ CKOINOCh iHakwe!l.. Mn 6ynn i3 HUM, 9K 3 BaMu, NpuaTenamu... A

3HEeHalLbKa — KOXaHHSA... 1 He 3Hato... Lle meHe obparkarno...

BoHa xoTina Bu3BoMTUCHL 04 noro obinmis, Ta He 3Hana, aK ue 3pobutn,
wob He obpa3nTn noro.

KOHAYKTOpP 3HOBY NPOWLLOB NOB3 HUX 3 JliXTAapeM i 3HOBY NMOAUBUBCA Ha
HUX, Ha4eb yce BXXe 3po3yMiB. Kosn BiH LLe3, BOHa NpoMOBUIa:



— Bun 3Ha€Te, BiH WOCb HErapHe npo Hac raga€. 3a KOro BiH HAaC Ma€?

— ABXXeXX 3Hato! — BiAMNOBIB BiH CMOKINHO.

— Ta n wo x?

— Ta " HiYoro! — cka3aB BiH Le CNoKilHille.

— Ypa3amBo Le,— NpoMoBMIa BOHa, 3APUrHYBLUN MNJie4nmMa,— BiH Xe
AYMaE€ WOChb 30BCiM iHWe, BiH XXe& AyMaE€, LWO... TeE/LO MiXK HaMMW... | BCi Tak
aymatoTb!l.. Lle 30BCiM HeMoXxnmBa piy!

— Hy, i Hexan! A BOHO BCe X Taku €,— CKa3aB BiH CTuxa, No60>xHo,
noaibHo, K BipyO4i rOBOPATbL MOJINTBK, @ Aali A404AB Nasiko: — A BU
roBOpPITb, FOBOPITb, FOBOPITH iLLe!

Tak, ue 6yno moxnmeo. Ta Tinbku TyT! BHOuI, y BaroHi, 6e3 niogen, 6e3
FPYHTY CTOS1HOIr0, Ha4Ye B KeNUXy TPEeMTAYOI BeIMYEe3HOI KBITKN, L0 3axuLiana

IX CBOIMM NeNtCcTKaMun, CBOIM 3anaxoMm of YcCiX, o4 yCbOro.

BoHa Bu3BO/IMIaCcb 06epexxHo 3-Nif Noro pyku, BCTasa i nputyanaacsb 4o
XOJI04HOr0 3anoTiNIoro ckia...

Mo4nHano ceitaTn. bnigi 3ipkn racam Ha 6nigomy Hebi, 3ipka 3a 3ipkoto.
Mos104HI TyMaHn BCTaBaau, NpUrMaoym obpucm xXmMepHux, Ierknx rnoctaTten,
o4 neTinn B 60>XKeBiIbHOMY, pagiCHOMY TaHU0, eaBe TOPKaYN HXKHUMMK
cTonamMu 3emio... Mano-nomany ix WaTu CTanau poXXesBuMu o, paHilLHbLOI 30pi,
a BOHN BCe NPOCTYyBaJIM Ta HEeC/INCb Yropy B HECKiHYeHHOMY TaHLU,i... Hyabra
Nopoa>Kye paficTb. C/bO3M NOPOOXKYIOTb YCMIiXW. TaK TyMaHU NoOpoaun Ui

neTodi Mpil.

— OpHade BaM nopa n cnatu! — ckasasia BOHa, obepTaoynchb 40 HLOrO, 3

JlereHbKNM YCMIiXOM.



— 1 He xo4y cnaTun,— pAkKa3as BiH.— A BU? | Kpawie 30BCiM He Bynemo
crnaTwu uiel Hodi, 60 WKoaa cnaTu. Y He nNpasna, Min gpy>xxe? — BiH nackaso

YCMIiXHYBCSH.

— Ere x!.. TinbKun 9 X04y BCe XX Taku NArtTun, Ta v Bu narnm 6.

BoHa novana narogmntun cobi NOCTiNIb Ha BepXHin Nasi. Konn BiH XOTiB

AOMOMOrTW N BNi3TW, BOHa panToM oaBefa noro:

— Hi, Hi! Hawo ue? 9 x He 6yay Bam gonomaraTu, 9 gobpe 1 cama MoxXy,

— i BOHa /1Ierko cKo4usaa HaBepx.

BiH Te)X yMOCTMBCS NMoOHaA AiB4YNHOMO, WO crajsa BHM3Y [JOBro BOHU
nexkann MoB4YKW. BOHM nexxanum nopys, gk Tpi-cTaH i 1I3onbaa. Tinbkn He 6yno

Me4da MiXK HUMWK !; He Byno 1 boBi MiXK HUMMN...

BiH 6yB 6e3MipHO Wwacamemi, wacamenn, 60 nepexxnsas Mid, AKOI
MINbAOHN HE MOXXYTb NEPEXUTMU, HiY YNCTY, Hi4 CBATY. BiH ByB Wacamemni, Lo
AiNvB i3 Heto il rope, Lo BOHa AOBipMaach NOMY, SK Apyry, sk 6paTy. BiH 6yB
LLACAMBUN, WO BriepLle BiH He BaumnB )XIHKW B LiA XiHLLi: BiH il HE KOXaB, a
npoTe oauypascsa 6 paawv Hei, paan L€l Npua3Hi 04 yCboro: oA CiM'l, o4 aiten,
KOTpuX BiH NtobuB BinbLue, Ak XntTa; ogpikca 6 i niwwos 6u Ha Kpan cBiTa, Ha

CMepTb... BiH 6yB Wwacnamemi, wo 6ys n04NHOLO..

11 )X yrnepLue B L0 HiY MOKWHYa AyMKa npo camorybcTso, Npo CMepTh, |
xoTinocs im go 6onto, Wo6 TOW, LOPOrMA | Yy4OBUIA, KOTPOr0O HEMA BXXE 3 HElO
Ha 3eMJii, Mir BaunTn ii i ix gpyra v paaitn 3a Hel, 60 BoHa 3Hanwna gna cebe
MOPO3YMIHHA...

Akbu Tpeba 6yno BUCIOBUTK iX NOYYTTS, BOHa 6 He 3Hanwna chis, 60
HEeMae CNiB NereHbkKux, AK TiHb, MPYAKUX, AK CBIT/1I0, FAPHUX, AK 30pi,— AN
NOYYTTS JlJACKW, NOYYTTHA NpaBaK, NOYYTTS BOJI, LLO Yepe3 Kpan HarnoBHANM iX

AyLi L€l HoMi...



J10Bro ne)xasam BOHW TaK i3 3arioWwWeHNMM o4MMa. I 34aBanoCh, O BiH
3aCHYB. BOHa TUXeHbLKO 3CyHylaCb 40/, HAaMHylacCb TEMNJI0 XYCTKOIO i
nonpocTyBasia 40 ABepen Hanpaso. BiH XyTKo nigBiBCA i NPOMOBUB:

— He xopitb y TOM BIK!

BoHa MOBYKW NoBepHynacs i niwia nisopyy. Kosm BoHa BepHynach Ha
CBOE Micue, BiH, 30aBaJs10Cb, CMas..

TinbkKn SK e 1 3BopylInno ue apibHe niknyBaHHS npo Heil.. XTo 3HagE,
4oro BiH 60ABCS: Y/ TOro N'AHOro B CyCiAHbOMY BaroHi, 4n 6pyay Toro micus.
TinbKN BiH Yorocb 608BCA 3a Hel i BUABNSAB CBOIO TypbOTy Tak NpPOCTO, TakK

"TBepe30" i pa3oM Tak HaiBHO, WO BOHa YCMiXHyfnacb cama ao cebe.

BoHa nsarna i 3HoBY 3aKpuia 04i, ajie 3aCHYTU He Moria. AKiCcb 6/INCK Yy
ACKW CiANn B NOBITPI Nepep Il o4MMa. Yce noJsie 3aCHyBasIoCb Y4ePBOHUM
30J10TOM, @ CUHI KBITKW NOYann HOCUTUCHL Yropy i BHM3. HaKiHeub, BUABUIACH
Ha X T/l roniBKa MaseHbKOl A4iBYNHKMN, OOYKW TOr0 YOJ10BiKa, WO S1eXKaB rnopy-
i3 HEet, AIBYNHKM 3 MUINMWU CUHIMU OYEHATaMN, 3 HaNiBOAKPUTUMU POXKEBUMU
YCTOHbKaMUN Ta ABOMa rapHeHbKUMU TYro 3arsieTeHUMU KiCKaMu Ha rJedax.
in Nnpuraganacb HecnoAiBaHa 1 Yyna AUTuUHAYa NtoboB A0 Hel caMoi, HiYmM 3 i
B6oKy He BUKAMKaHa, xiba TuM TinbKKY, WO BOHa Byna goyka ceoro 6baTbKa...

— Hi, B Takn He cnute? — pantoM obi3BaBCs BiH A0 Hel.— A no4vyBato
ue...

BoHa, 3aMicTb ognosigi, no4asa geksaMyBaTu, BCE HE PO3TYJIAOYN OYeN:

3HU3Y 30PATb KBITKW, 3ropu 3ipKn MUrTATb, YNCTI Mpil MOT 30/10Ti
LWBnako, wenako netatb OO KBITOK A0 3ipOK, 3HU3Y Bropy v Hasnakn — 04
3ipOK 00 KBITOK...

LLlo ue? — BiH 3BIBCS Ha NIKTi i C/lyxaB, AK 3a4apoBaHnin. ™



Lle mo€e! — cka3ana BoHa.— A 3Ha€ETe, WO A CKsagasia BipLi TilbKK pa3 y
CBOMY XUTTIO, B Ty 806y, konn mu 6ynu, 3apy4eHi... Hi paHiwe, Hi nisHiwe... |
Tenep He Po3yMilo N He MOXXY PO3YMITW... Hi OAHOro BipLwa. Y1 He YyaHo ce?

Ere x!..

A ocCb we:

MoTar . B Bupin nopnHaHHA.. XMapu oUMoBI.-MoTAr 3anse npurasagaHHs..
NMacma naposi

MoTsar., oH ae obpuc munoro nmus.. On uikaBicTb HegopedHa! On BM Mpii,
Mpii,— 6e3 kinusa! ®nep Ha Hin. B o4ax xxypba ceppewHa. BugHo, nons mano
wacTsa i fana.. | cCMieETbCA Nopyy AiB4MHKa Mana.. V XKOBTO-CUHAS BaroHiB
Yyepena..

3HOB 4ynoBun 0b6pa3 KpacHUN..

XT0, Kyon? Tekydi oyMKun, ik BoAa

Tw 3BiOKiNb, Mi1 AHION ACHWNIA?

Mopy4 rapHUin, 3 YOPHNUM BYCOM MOJIOOUMN..

| 6MWKnTb Ha NanbLi NepcTeHb Wwitbosun

BiH oMBMBCSA Ha Hel i He 3HaB, YM rapHa BoOHa byna, 4n Hi, TisIbKK

3[laBaJjlaCcb BOHAa NOMY Ha3BUYaNHOIO.

— Ere x, nepcteHb! — noBTOpWU/Ia BOHa," 3a4yM/IMBO AUBNAYUNCH Ha CBOIO
PYKY, Ha KOTpin 6ynn aBa WOOHNX NEePCHIi — Ha APYroMy 1 Ha YeTBepTOMY
nasbui.— A 3Ha€ETe, 9K Len NnepcTeHb Nepenwos o MeHe?



Po3kaxiTb! {1 BXXe faBHO NPUKMeTUB, WO BiH Y Bac, TiJIbKU K XKe BiH
AictaBcs BaM? BiH >xe noBnHeH 6yTn i @ HaATO BENUMKUIA ANS Bac... PO3KaXiTb,
pPO3KaXiTb! — BiH LUCMISIBCA, Y1, NAKI HEe 3aCMIisIBCA, TiJIbKW 11 y4YBCHA CMIX i...

Lboro 6ysi0 [OCUTb ONA HEl...

— Y noro byna oy>xe MasieHbKa pyKa,— Cyx0 ofKa3aJjia nona, rnsHyBLUN
Ha MOro Npe3aopoByYy PYKY, i 3aMOBKJIa.

BiH He HacMinmBCA HanocioaTUCh.

3rogoM BiH 3aCHyB, BTOMJIEHUI | pagicHU. BoHa He cnana 4o KiHuA.

BpaHui BOHW npuixanun A0 O4HOI i3 CTaHUin i po3CcTasancb. BoHa noBuHHa
Byna ixaTn gani,— BiH MyCUB 3aAUWLINTUCL. Koan HacTana roguHa
pO3CTaBaHHSA, BOHa WBMAKO 3abirana no niaatgopMi, xanaryncb 3a rpyan
PYKOIO, Ba>KKO AMXako4un:

— Own, ue cepue, BOHO Ternep 4acTo My4nUTb MeHe 3 TUX nip, AK...— BOHa
He [oKa3afa i, panToM NOBEPHYBLUUCHL, NPOCTAr/1a NOMY pPyKy:

— MpowaBanTte! Cnacunbi!

BiH npunas ycTamMu [0 il pyKn N He XOTiB ogpuBaTUChb. BOHa nereHbko

NPUTOPKHYNACh A0 NOro 4Yona rybaMu, TpeMTaum sk MeTeNukK.

— [103BOJIbTE MEHI nouislyBaTu BaC,— CKa3aB BiH i NouisyBaB ii B rybun
HIDKHO N NSAKJINBO.

BoHa cTosna, gk CcTaTya 3 MapMypy, X0Ji0o4Ha 1 HEPYXOMa, i, MiLHO
CTY/IMBLUM CBOI BYCTa, NpUnHSAAa TOW nouinyHok, 60 BoHa 6yna neBHa B
HbOMY, BOHa BipwJia B HbOr0, Bipwja B NPUA3Hb. 3ro40M BOHa BOPYXHYNach i
novasa NTW 4O BaroHa, He orngaatoydmcb. ToAi BiH Nobir 3a Heto, 0B6HAB i 1
nowislyBaB LWe pa3 rapsa4ymMu, BOrkumu rybamu. BoHa sgpurHynace,

BIAXVUTHYIACA N KMHYNAaCb NPO>XOroM A0 BaroHa. Bcko4mBwmn Ha NOMICT, BOHa,



CYLOPOXXHO Ta HEMPUTOMHO BYENUBLUWCHL 3a 3asli3Hi MOPYYHi pykamu, cTosna,
AVBNAYNCE NOJIYMYTHUM MOMISA0M Yy NPOCTOPiHb, He Bavayu, Wwo il npuaTens
LWBNAOKO WLIOB YC/iA 3@ NOTAroM, WO 04X04MB 04 CTaHUil, NWOoB i MaxaB
B6e3nepecTaHKy KaneaixoM y BUCOKO MiaBeAeHIn pyLi.



