CMyTHUIM | HeBecenun cuais cobi Ha nasui, y HOBIN CBITANLI, WO
BiAropoame Bi4 NPOTUBHOI XaTW, KOHOTOMNCLKU NaH COTHUK MuKunTa
Ynacosu4 3abpboxa. Xo4 napeHb cobi i yenypHunm 6yB, a TyT i y HefiNneHbKy
CBATY He HBpaBs 6iN0i COPOYKN, Ta N — NPOLWANTE Yy CiM CNOBIi — KUTAEBUX
CUHIX WITAHIB Ha HIY He 3HIMaB, Tak, cepAeKka, Y HUX | HoYyBaB, paa-pag, Wwo
3a NiBHIY AoNXaBCsA 4OO0OMY ; @ TaM Y/ 3aCHYB, YU Hi, BXKe NOro, e CoHue He
cxoawnno, 36yamnn. 3apa3 CXONMBCb, BUNO3iXaBCH, BUHYXaBCH, MOMOJINBCh
bory, HIOXHYB pa3iB TpUYi KPINKOT pOMeHCbKOI Kabakn, Nnpocayxas, WO NomMy
yuTanu, AaB NMOPSLAOK i, 30CTaBLUNCL CaM y CBIiT/AMUI, CiB Ha NaBLUi: rosioBa
NOMy He4vecaHa, 4yb He niarosieHnn, NMKa HeBMUTA, 04i 3acnaHi, ycu
PO3KYOOBYEHI, COPOYKA PO3XPUCTaHA; Kpanl MOro Ha CTONI JIIOJIbKa i
ramMaHeub, Kanamap, rpebiHeub i NOBHa KapBaTKa e TOPIilWHbOI AYNiBKM, LLO
e 3Be4opa HaTo4Yusa nomy lMasbka y NasdWwKky, a BiH, X04 i Hacunae y
KapBaTKy, Wob To, 3HaETe, 3 XXypbun BUNNTK, Ta 9K 3a)XypPUBCb 3HOBA, Ta I
3abyB, TaK i Nir Ta  3aCHyB; Ta W Tenep, yCTaBLUKX, HE OAy>XXe Ha Tyl OYNiBKY
KBanmBcH, 60 e HOoBE INX0 30BCiM NOro CKPYTWJIO, i BiH i cam cebe 3 Xypbu

He TAMUB.

ke XX TO TaM NOMY JINXO 3iKNanocs M Bif 4Oro Taka »ypba noro y3ssana?
Ane! TpnBanTe nuLeHb, A BaM yCe po3KaxKy: i Bi4KiNA BiH Tak Mi3HO npuixas,
i 324MM He panun nomy nobpe n Bucnatuchb. OCb KeTe NneHb kabaku, B KOro

MiLHiWa, Ta n cnyxanTe.

MNMaH COTHUK YnacoBny ByB 4YECHOro i BaXKHOro poAy. Takn XTO CKiJIbKU He
3a3Ha, TO COTEHHOI CTapLInHO yce bynn 3abpboxu; a Aian i npaaion
MunkunTOBI yce bynn y chaBHOMYy COTEHHOMY MiCTe4YKOBi KOHOTOMNI COTHUKaMu;
TaK Bif OTUSA A0 CMHA TaK COTEHCTBO i nepexoawnno. OT gK i cTapui Ynac
3abpboxa, TakKn COTHUK KOHOTOMCBLKNIA, K MOMEP... | WO TO XaJKyBaso 3a
HUM Ko3auTso! Ta Taku i yci nioau, i ctape, i Mane, yci nnakanau. A sk
XOBaJn, TaK TPYHY MOro HeC/NIn Yyepes yce Cesio Ha pykKax, MOB OiTCbKOrro
baTbka, Ta 6ing uepksm N Nnoxosanu i gobpe Ha ycix obigax nom'aHynn. Ak
>Ke Bignuam copo4vmHu i rpoMaga 3ibpanacsa Ha nopaay, KOro HAYNHUTKU



COTHMKOM, TO YCi YB OAWH FOs0C i FyKHYyn: "A KoMy X Byab? Ynacosuyy,
3abpboLLEHKY; SKOr0 HaM JIy440ro cbkatu?" OTTak-TO N HACTaHOBUM NOIO

COTHUKOM, i cTaB BiH i3 3abpboLleHKa BXxe 1 caM 3abpboxa.

OT BiH, NoxoBaBwun 6aTbKa, CIOAU-TYAN OrNefiBCb, aXK BXXe MOMY rofis
ABaAuUATb N'ATb; Hirge fiTucek, Tpeba xeHntucs, Tpeba AiBKN CbKaTW...
BaTbko-60 noro, ctapuin Ynac, 6y cobi ckyneHbkuni, i konu, 6yno, Mukunta,
SIK 03bMe 1Oro 3a cepue, cTaHe baTbka npoxaTu, Wwob Noro oXKeHus, TO
CTapuin HacynuTb BPOBK, 3MPHE Ha HbOIO CTOPY Ta CKaxe: "Hexan nuuweHb
BUACHUTbLCA, 6a4, HaxMapunio. dkni Tenep CAKNN-TakKUN CUH XXEHNTbCA? bay,
xNni6 popormnm, No N'aTn anTUH MILWOK, Ta N TiCHO HaM Byae, K Tobi XiHKy
03bMeMO: TiNIbKWN i €, L0 XaTa 3 KiIMHATOO, Ta Yepe3 CiHW NPOTUBHA XaTa, Ta
N rofi; e MeHi Bac MICTUTK 3 OiTBOPOIO, LLO BXe 3Halo, WO Tak i obcunne.
Hexan nuweHb onicna nogymaemo”. To, 6yno, MUK1UTa NOYyXa€eTbCA Ta 3 TUM
obnusHeM i nige. Tenep e, AK CTapuin BMep, NOMYy CBOSA BOJIA. 3apa3 y3sBLIMN
NPOTUBHY XaTy, Neperopoimns, OT NOMY € N CBITAKUSA, € N NpocTop. Oani cTas
LiBKW CbKaTW i CiB AyMaTun. B)xe Ha aKy-To BiH He aymaBs? lNepw 6u TO Tak,
wo v ae! 3apa3 Ha YepHIriBCbKy NPOTOMNOMNIBHY 3aKWHYB Ta N CaM 3JI9KaBCb
BifI HEPOBHI: OQHOI o4exXi Ha ABa BO3a He Bbepell, a HAMNCTa, KaXXyTb,
MipKaMu B6aTbKO BiAgcuNe; Ta TakM N HIYOro: Tam i 60rocnoBu M NeYeHi
rapbysu, Tak HawoMy BpaTHMKy Hi4Ooro Tyam KkBanuTucb. OT BiH i CNYCTUBCb
HWx4e, nepebupas-nepebunpas, oymMaB-ayMas... Aasli K CrJIeCHe y O0JIOLKM,
K 3aroMoHnUTb caM cobi y xaTi: "OTce Tak! OTce mosa! Xnonye! Cignan
MepLLin KoHa!" Yu 3ibpaBCb, YM Hi, MepLLin HalWw YacoBUY CiB Ha KOHA... i 8K

3aTYnoTIiB, TaK TiJIbKN LLLO OKOM NOro 3a3gpuLw.

Kyaun X To BiH Tak noTAar npyako? Ere! Kosnncb-T1o, AeCb-TO Ha spMapkKy
H6a4mB BiH XOpyHXiBHY OneHy, oT wo Ha Cyxin banui xyTip, NPO3nBaEeTbLCA
be3sepxuin. BiH, AMBAAYNCHL TOr4i, Ay>Ke OUBYBaBCH, L0 AiBYUHA 1
MOJI0AeHbKa, a Kynye bopolwHa baraubko; a K CTaB poO3nNUTyBaTU NOOEN,
Tak NOMY N po3Ka3anu, Lo y Hel HeMa Hi baTbka, Hi MaTepi, a TiJibKKU caMuin
6paT; Wo BOHa Xa3AnkKa HeBcunyLa, caMa 1 0OKOJI0 KOPOB, CaMa 1 y noJii npu
KoCapsax i Npu XeHusAX, a 3MMOt0 Yy BUHHUL caMa gornsna i ce 60poLwHo
OKYIMY€E Ha BUHHWNLIO. BpaT Ti, XOPYHXXEHKO, X04 NapeHb i MOJIOAUN, Ta He
X04€e XXEHUTUCb, a AyMa Y YeHui, 60 ak 6yB HenyxX, Tak obiwasck: "Konm, —



Ka)ke, — BUAY>Xalo, TO nigy y Y4eHui, Bigaaswun cectpy 3amixk". OT i BuAYy>Kas,
i poxxmnaa nobporo yonosika, Wob MoMy i rocnogapcTBo, | cecTpy BiAAaTH, i
BXX€ Hi 0 4Oro oMy fJinia Hema, yce TiIbKN KHUKKK YuTa, a OneHa 3a Hboro

yCroau No rocrofapcTBy NOBOPOYYETHLCS.

OT TyAmn-TO NOTAr Haw NaH COTHUK 3abpboxa. He B35B »Ke Noro n 4opT
Ha BUragku! Yye Kilwka, ge cano exuTb: 04HO Te, Wo AiBKa 340p0OBa,
mMosiofa, ornagHa, YopHobpuea, NnoBHOBMAA, a Xynobum-xynobum — tak
B6aTeukn! CBin xyTip, NiCOK, BUHHNYKA, MJINHOK, BITPAYOK, @ CKOTUHW Ta
OBEYOK — TaK Hi4oro n kasaTul | yce To in [ocTaHeTbCA. 3aTUM-TO TaK Hall
YnacoBud i mocniwa, Wo U KOHEBi He JacTb 34UXHYTH, i caM, He obigaswn,
TPUALUSATb CEMUCOTHUX BEPCT, ille 3 TOHOM, He CMNoYMBatoym, nepeixas, i aK
nobir oo Toro bessepxoro xyTopa 1 ycTtaB 3 KOHSA 6ing XOPYyHXXEHKOBOI XaTw,

TaK TaK i XNTAETbCA, MOB N'SAHUN, a A XX Kax<y, L0 BiH i He 0binaB Hirge.

Mo340pOBKABLUNCH 3 MAHOM XOPYHXXEHKOM i nocigaBwwin y xaTi, OT HaLi i
PO3roBOPUANCE Mpomex cebe i Npu3HaNuCh, Wo We n 6aTbKKM iX NpoMexx
cebe gpyxxunn, To i im Tpeba He LypaTUCb OONH OAHOrO0. [lani XOPYyH)XXEHKO
NMTaB NaHa COTHWKA, WO Kyau noro 6or Hece i 3a4MM? 3apa3 Haw Ynacosum
i cTaB bpexaTun, 60 cTapi NOAN KaXKyTb: TiJIbKW LLO We 3a4yMa€ELl CBAaTaTUCh,
TO 1 CTaHew 3apa3 6bpexaTn, i wo 6e3 bpexHi Hi XXoaeH Y0N0BiK He CBaTaBCH.
OT>e X TO COTHUK i.Kaxke, Wwo byuimTo nomy Tpeba bpary ans sonis
HaWHATM Ha 3UMY (a Wwe e Ta 1 3uma? iWwe TiNIbKW NneTpiBKa nae), Tak BiH
NOYyB, WO Y NaHa XOpYH>XeHKa Yy BUHHULI bapaa nobpa i nobpe CKOTUHN

AornafatTb, NPUiXaB HAWHATU | CTOPXUTUCH.

— He 3Hato 9 cboro fina i Hi B BiLLLO HE MilLlaloCb; NPO Te cecTpa 3Ha, —
CKa3aB NOMY Ha 0A4BIT NaH XOPYH>XXEHKO.

— A pe x WMocunosHa OneHa? Moxe 6, 6yBa, ii MOKANKATW, TO MU 3 Helo |
CKiH4YaeMO fino, — ka3aB 3abpboxa.

— Ane! CecTpa y noni; noixasam TaM TPOLWKN NPOCLA NOCIATN, TaK BOHaA
pornana, 60 Bxe 6e3 Hel HIXTO HIYOro He TAMUTbL 3pobuTun. A Bn, Ynacosuy,



He CKy4anTe; BOHa HaaBeuip i byne. Nokn BOHa BepHeTbCA — AiBKO! a BTO4N
M CNMB'aHKN! — TO MU MO KyXJINYKY, MO APYroMy BUMN'EMO. Ta BXe BU Y

Hac, NaHe COTHMKY, i 3aHOYYETe, 60 BXXE He paHO, — CKa3aB XOPYHXXEHKO.

— MNaHcbka Bonsa! — oABiT AaB MukuTa — i pageceHbkuin cobi.

OT K BNLIANIN BOHWN CaMOTYXXKW I1eK C/IMB'AHKK, a Aani i TepHIBKK
NOKYLUTYyBaAn 4u Tpoxu, npmbirna n Hawa OneHa 3 nond. ba4ynTb, WO HYyXUN
4OJ10BiK, 3apa3 MOTHYyNacCb, 3BeJlifla i3 CTaBKa NOTANTM Kapacis i 3aragasna
BeYyeplo BipuTun; Ctogn-Tyamn WaTHyach | yBeCb NOpPSLoOK Aana, Wo 1 Ha
3aBTpa pobuTu, i KOMy, Kyam i 3a41MM iXaTun, a fasi oaaraacb Takm NtobeHbKo,
K 3BUYAMNHO MaHHOYLI Ta We N XOPYHXXIiBHI: O CTapeHbKOI NJaxTu Ta
novenuna NOCTPUHOBY 3anacky, oAsrja TOX LWOBKOBY IOMKY, Ta Ha LUNIO
AykKaT Ha 6apxaTui, Ta YepBOHI YepeBUYKIN y3ya, a Ha roJsioBy XopoLly

CTPiYKYy MokKJana, Ta n BUALWLNA i MOKJOHWUNACk NMaHy YNacoBNYY HU3EHbKO.

Haw 3abpboxa gk nobaymB TaKy NAaHHOYKY, WO HE TiJIbKK WO 3poay He
H6a4mB Takoi, Ta BOHa MOMY i He CHMIACb Taka, Ta aXk 3a4pu>KaB i He TAMUTb

BXe, O NOMY N Ka3aTu, Ta BXXe XOPYHXXEHKO Harajas Ta N Kaxe:

— OTXXe, NaHe COTHUKY, BaM i Xa3aka: pagbTech i3 Het0, BOHa BCbOMY
ronoBa.

Tak wo x 60 Haw Ynacosuny? Hi napu 3 ycT. ani npunHABCS, MHABKaB-
MHSIBKaB, Ta N Ha4YHe Npo BOJIM, a KiH4a npo ronybun, ayma ob 6apai, a ckaxxe
00 TepHiBUI, Ta K 3aMOBK, Ta N 3aMOBK, Ta 3Hal CJIMHKY KOBTa, ANBASAYNCH

Ha TaKy KpaJito.

OneHa cobi pieka 6orka byna. Xo4 naH COTHUK i crogu i Tyan 3arvHase, a
BOHa MOro 3apa3 po34yxasa, WO BiH TakKe € i 3a41MM NpuixaB, Ta BXXe N Kaxe
nomy, i rosopuThb: ."Nobpe X, NaHNYEeHbKY; AONUBaNTE X Ha 340POB'S
TEePHIBOYKY, Ta NnoBeYepseTe, Ta IHKeTe crnaTun, a 3aBTpa — [acTb 6or CBIT,
[acTb i COBIT, TO W Mopagumocsk, wo Tpeba pobutn". *



3abpboxa, NOYyBLUM CEE, Ta a)K CaM He CTAMUBCSA Big pagouwlis; gyma: "OT
AiN0 i 30BCiM, 3aBTpa TiNIbKN PYLWHUKK BpaTn". Ta 3a KyxXJIMK, Ta AaBan 3HOB
CMOKTaTW 3 MaHOM XOPYH)XXEHKOM, WO Y YeHLi 36upaeTbCs, a Takn CbOro Aina
HEe KUOA€ETLCA i Wwe N ay»xe nontobns.

OneHa Taku YaCTeHbKO [0 MaHuYiB yBiXxoamnna, Tak byuim 3a aKkum ainom,
a Tinbku wo6b 6inbw po3rnanitm MnknTy Ynacosuya, Lo BOHO €; TO AK yBinae
Ta rnosepge o4nuUsaAMMN, WO AK TEPH-AriAKN, Ha NaHa COTHUKA, TO B HbOr0 A3UK
CTaHe MOB MNOBCTAHWUN, | HE MOBEPHE NOro, a caM ax)< nana. NonaroanseLun
Be4yepto, BOHa BXXe b6inbl i He BXoAua: CaMi MaHM4i noseyepsanu, i,
OOKIHYMBLUW r1IeK 3 TEPHIBKOIO, NaH XOPYHXXEHKO XOTIiB BXe iTW CrnaTu, ax
0Cb Halwl 3abpboxa NonJsAMKaB, BUKALLJIABCSA, NOLMOKAB, NoTep ycu Ta U
CTaB Ty pauelo Ka3aTu, Wo NOMY ASK CKOMIMOHYBAB BXe LaBHEHbKO A5
TaKoro csiyvato; OT i Kaxe:

— Ocb nocnyxanTe, naHn4y Mocmnosmyy, O 9 BaM CKaxy:
HECOPO3MipPHO CYTb 40JI0BiYeCTBY egnHonpebusaHie i B [oMmy, i B
rocnofapcTBi. BCAKOE anxaHie WaHYETLCA Yy OBONCTBI: €EAMHO YOJ/I0BIKOBI Ha
notpeby — NosTn XKOHY i iMiTK Yada. | a3 HUXKaNWMin BO3UMIX Cito MUCTb |
HEeYKPOTUMOE XenaHi€. NnamMeHb M'e paKaAMXXaETb | He OTiay, AOHAEeXe He
COBOKYMJOCA 3 slinoobpa3Hoto, npeBenebHiwoto KaT... — Ta n 3amoBk. Ce To
NOMY OSK Take crnucas, K BiH Oyfn0 AyMaB 3ai1muaTucs 40 NPOTONONiBHA 3
YepHirosa, i 3abpboxa fo4nmTaB A0 CaMOro KiHus Tak, gk 6yno Torai
HanaMm'sTb BUTBEPAUB, Ta AK 3rajas, WO XOPYHXXiBHa He KaTepuHa, a
OneHa, i He npeBenebHa, a Tak — MNaHHO4YKa, OT TOr0-TO N 3aMOBK, Ta Hi
TyOu Hi cioan. XopyH>XeHKo 30BCiM Byno apimas, a Ha Clo pauiio

NPUCIYXaBCb-NMPUCIYXaBCb Ta N KaxKe:

— W o-60 BM, NaHe COTHUKY, O0TCe roopuTe? LLLOCb 4 HiYOro He

BTOpOMat. Yn He nicna TepHiBKM OTCe BW Taki cTann?

30UXHYB Y1aCcoBUY Ta N KaxXe:



— bopan noro nucana mopoka! Ce MeHi Take Hanncas Hall
BOCKPECEHCbKUN AOSK...

— Ta Wwo BOHO Take €? — cnuTtas Mocunosuy. — Yu ce BipLla, 4n wo?

— Ane! a 1 caM He 3Halo, WO BOHO i AN 4oro, — Ka)ke 3abpboxa.

— Tak HawLo X BM MeHi NPOTU HOYi Take rosopuTe? MeHe BXe 3-3a
nneyen bepe.

-Ta 9 6 i He roBopuB, Tak MXO nNpunano!

— Ta gke TaM nnxo? KaxiTb weualle, cnatm xo4y.

— Ane! KOMy cnaTun, a KOMy 1 Hil — cka3aB YnacoBu4 Ta, 34UXHYBLUN
Ba>XKO, MOKJIOHUBCb XOPYHXEHKY HN3eCeHbKO Ta N Kaxke: — BinnanTte 3a
MeHe OJsieHy, cecTpuuto Bawy!

— Mo! — cKka3aB XOPYHXKEHKO, 3a4yMaBCb, CTaB YyxaTu NOTUINLLIO, |
nnedi, i cnnAy, a gani kaxxe: — lNobavy, WO cecTpa CKaxke, Hexamn go

3aBTPbOro, NAranTe AULeHb cnaTm, — Ta W MiwoB Bif HbOrO.

Jlir Haw 3abpboxa cnaTu, Tak NOMY | HE CNUTLCA: XAe CBiTY, He aixae,
wob wenawe noMy NoyyTn, Wo ckaxke OneHa... Hy, cak-Tak 0oXXaanucb

CBiTYy, NOBCTaBaaN NMaHW4i i No3ixoAnnNncCb. 3apa3 naH Ynacosud i nurta:

— A WO XX BM MeHIi, NaHn4y, ckaxete? Yu Hawa pivy o aina, 1o 9 6 nobir
MepLLin Ta 3 CTapoCTaMM i ABUBCb CHOAM 3aKOH cnofHUTUN. KaxiTb-60!

ConnTb Hall XOPYHXXEHKO i HIYOro NOMYy He CKa3aB, TiJIbKU N'YKHYB Y

KiMmHaTy: "AHy, cecTpo! gan HaMm nocHigaTu, wo Tn Tam npupbana”.



Beinwwna 3 KiMHaTU HaHbMWYKaA, MOKJIOHWIACb Ta 1 NOCTaBWUIa Ha CTOJI
nepen NaHoM YnacoBMYEM Ha CKOBOPOAi... nevyeHnn rapbys!.. 9k po3rnagis
Haw 3abpboxa TaKy NMHXBY* (*KaBep3y.), K CKOYUTb i3-3a CTONa, FK
BUOBIXNTb 3 XxaTu! AX TyT 6aTpak BXe N OEeP>XXUTb NOro KOHS, i BXXe
OCigNaHOro: BiH MepLL i Ha KOHA Ta HaBTiKa4a nobing xaT; TiIbKK 1 YYE, WO
NIOAN 3 HbOIO PEroYyThCH; NOMY wWe 1 Binbw CTUAHO, we N 6iNbll KOHSA
noraHs, Ta K BUbIr 3 xyTopa, po3rnsaais: wo 3a Hegobpa maTtn? LWock
TeNinaeTbCA Ha WKl y KoHA! Konn X ONBNTLCA — BipbOBKa; NOTAMHYB TYIO
BipbOBKY — aXX i TyT rapby3 cmpun npuydenneHuin! KnHys noro axx reTb, a
CaM 3a Haramnky, 3Han KOH$ rnaHs, 3Han naH4... OgQHoO Te, WO COpoM, a TyT i
TaKoIl AIBKW XaJiko, Ta We X Hi iBwn, Hi nmswn! OT BXXe Hall YacoBuY i
nonomy 3 rapbysom Tak i 6ixkuTb, K 6ir 4o AiBKN, AYMNIOYN PYLUHUKN BpaTK.
| caMoMy nunxo, i KiHb MOPEHUN; Tak HaCuy-Hacuy AOMNXaBCb AOA0MY a)<

ONiBHOYI | — SIK 1 pO3Ka3yBaB — MepLLin fir cnaTu.

CMYyTHUW | HeBecenum cnpiis y CBIT/INLI Ha NaBLi KOHOTOMNCbKUA NaH
COTHUK, Munkunta Ynacosuy 3abpboxa, a 06 4im BiH cymyBaB, M BXe
3HA€EMO... Ere! Ta He 30BCiM: xiba 4 He 4aCTb HaM TOBKY OTCEWN, LLO Jlize y
CBITAMUIO 00 NaHa COTHMKa? A XTo X To ni3e? Lo X ce BiH Tak TaM
MOpPAOYETLCA? TO NiTKHETLCA Yy ABepi, Ta U Ha3a Hawi. OTTa XBOPOCTUHA, WO
Hece y pyKax, Ta Noro CnuHsA: KOJn Aep>XUTb 1l nonepen cebe, To TiSIbKU LLO
HiC y ABEepi TKHEe, a BXXe XBOPOCTUHa i obinepnack 06 yron; Konum X ii Bonoye
3a coboto, TO 30BCiM yBinge B CBIT/INLIO, @ BOHA 3@ HUM BOJIOYUTLCSA | Hinag
NOro, K Ta CBapJ/IMBa XiHKa 3a N'AHULEI0-MY>XXUKOM; YNOMepeK Xe i He Kaxku
il BCyHYTWN y cBiTAnuto, 60 Kpinko gosra 6yna. Jlize To He xTo, AK lMpokin
Puroposuy MicTpsK, COTEHHU KOHOTOMCBKUA NUCap i WUpUn npuaTenb naHa
COTHMKA KOHOTOMCbLKOro, MnknTn Ynacosm4da 3abpboxu, 60 BiH 6€3 HbOro Hi
YapKKW ropisikn, Hi NOXXKK BopLLy [0 poTa He NifHece; a BXKe Ha rnopagi, K
MicTpsk PuropoBr4 cKkasaB, Tak BOHO TaK i €, Tak i byae, i BXxe i Ao cTo 6ab
He X04un, TaK HIXTO He nepemoxe. LLLo X TO BiH 3a XBOPOCTUHY npe y
CBIiT/IMLIO 00 NaHa COTHMKa? Ane! nyyye BCbOro NocayxamMmo, K i 06 4im
BOHN cobi ByayTb pO3MOBAATH, TO TOrAi yce 3HaTUMeMo. Ta Wwe X i Te
3HanTe, Wo naH MNicTpsaK cyTb Nncap: ABaHaJUATb rof YY4MBCA Yy AAKa B



LWKONi: Y rof BYNCTMB rpamMaTuKy, ABa roan BYMB HYac/ioBeLb, MiB4BapTa*
(*Tpwn 3 NONOBUHOIO.) rofa CUAIB HAaj NCanTUpeM i 3 MOJIMTBaMU 30BCIM
BUBYMB, Ta nisn'ata* (*4YoTupw 3 NosIOBMHOIO.) roda BYMBCA NUcaTun, a
LiNICIHBKUIA ro BYMBCS Ha LLOTaX; a NpoMeXx TUM, XOOA4U Ha Kpunac, NoHNB
rnacu, i EpMONIONHI aorMaTukKy, i CKOBOPOAUHI XepyBUMCHKI, TYN X 3a
OAKOM i Nigasa4ymm okcesieHTye* (*BTopye, niacnisye.) i NaBna 4TeHie, KON
Hebaraubko 3aKslafoK, YTHE Ha BCIO LEePKBY MOJIOCHO; @ BXXe Ha pidax Tak
6oMKNI, WO K PO3roBOPUTLCA-PO3rOBOPUTLCS, Ta YCe He MOoMnpocTy, yce 3
NMCaHHA, Tak i Haw oTeub KOCTAHTUH, JapOM WO A0 CUHTAKCUCY XOAUB,
c/lyxa noro, cnyxa, Ta 34BUrHe nsaedymma, Ta 1 Biginae Bif HbOro, KaXky4du:
"XTo Tebe, 4onogive, 3Ha, WO T TaM roopuw!" OTTaknn-To 6yB y Hac y
KoHoToni nucap, otcen MNMpokin Puroposund MNicTpsK; Ta K CTaHe BiH 3 NaHOM
COTHUKOM 3abpbOX00 PO3MOBJIATU, TaK BU TiSIbKN CIIyXanTe, a BXe Yu
BTOPOMAaETe Lo, He 3Hato, 60 BiH y HaC YO0BIK 3 Y4E€HOI r0J1I0BOO, FOBOpPE
Tak, WO i 3 AecaTbMa NpPoCTUMU roJI0OBaMN HE PO3XKYELL.

OT>ke-To, K NaH COTHUK 6a4unTb, WO NMaH NMcap He BAi3e y Noro

CBITAMNLIO 3a TOK OOBroto XBOPOCTUHOLO, Ta n nuTa:

— Ta Wwo To BW, NaHe Nncapto, AKOro YyopTa 40 MeHe B CBITAMUIO NpeTe?

— Ta ce, pobpoaito, nenopt* (*PanopT.) 06 COTEHHIM Hapoao4YUCNEHIi, B
HaJIMYHOCTI NPeACToALMX NO MaHOBEHID BawoMy, Ta — 6oaan BiH
COKpYLWMBCA B npax i nenen! — HEBMICTUM €CTb B 4YepTor Baw. [NonobaeTtb
abo cTiHy npoTaTK, abo ctento nigHATM, 60 He BNi3y A0 BaLUOI
BeJIbMOXHOCTIi! — cka3aB lNiCTpsK Ta 1 rno4yas 3HOBY BO3UTUCH 3 TOIO

XBOPOCTUHOIO.

— Lo > To 3a nenopT Takun O0Brnn? XsopocTuHa X nomy, mabyTsb,

3aMiCTb XBOCTa, 4M LWO?

— XBOPOCTUHA Cifl, XO4a €CTb | XBOPOCTUHA, HO OHas He CyTb yXXe
XBOPOCTMHA, NOHEXe yB0 CyTb Ha Hil BMICTUAULLE YL KO3aLbKNX
npexBabpoi CoTHi KOHOTONCbLKOI, 3@ HEHAX0XXOEHIEM NUCAaTENbHOIrO



cyw,ecTBa i TpeneTaHieM gecHuUi i KynHo wynui. — OTTak BigcmMnas Hal
MicTpsk.

— Ta KaXxiTb MeHi nonpocTy, naHe nucapt! O, BXXe MeHi Te NUCbMO
OCTWJI0 Ta OMNOraHifo, WO HIi4Yoro i He BToponato, WO BN Ka)KeTe-roBopuTe.
TyT i 6e3 Bac HyAbra y3ana, i NedYiHkM 4o cepus, Tak i 4yio, K NiACTynaTh,
— CKa3aB MNaH COTHMK Ta 1 CXWUJIMBCb Ha PYKY, Ta TPOXU TaKM YN N He NMYyCTUB

CNi3040K Mapu-gpyroi.

~ [ope MeHi, NnaHe COTHUKY! — cKasas licTpAK, — MMMoLLeaLYIo
cegMuULI0 rAyMaaxcs 3 MoJaoguuaMy Mo WNHOYKaM 34eLlHOT NasieCTUHN i,
BeYyepy CyLlly MUMHYB— Waro gHe, bux HenoABM>XEH, aku Kaga, i HiM, akun
pnba Mmopckas. | ce BHe3anHas BiCTb NOTPSACE MOKO YHYTPEHHYIO yTpoby, a
naye i Nna4ve, erga NPoYToOX i ypasyMix rnosesi-Hi€e MUIOCTUBOIO HavYasibCTBa
36upaTuncsa y noxon axk oo Yepwirosa. Ci€, naHe COTHUKY, NULWYTb, Waas
Aylwi Hawa, Ja He Korga cTpax i TpeneTt obyseT HamMum | My CKOpOHiI Nagem Ha
NIOXKi Halwa i yCHEM B CMepThb; i TOro paan CKPUTHOCTb YMUCANLWA, akn Bn y

YepHiros, a XTo BiCTb? YuM He ganbu iwe. O rope, rope! i naku peky: rope!

— O rope, rope Puroposuny!

— O rope, rope, Ynacosuy!

OTTak-TO roptoBann naH COTHUK 3 NAHOM NMUcapeM, Lo NMPUCIaHo IM
npeanucaHie itn B YepHiros 30 BCe COTHEI i 3ibpaTucb 30 BCiM NpnOOpPOM i
Yy3ATW NPOBNOHTY ANna cebe i KOHen Ha ABi Hefini. OT AK roptooTb NMaH
COTHWK Yy CBiT/AMLi, @ MaH NMMcap 3a Noporom, aasi cen i Buragas — 60 Bxe

Ha BUragku 3aB3aTun 6y — Ta i Kaxe:

— CobnaroBonite, NaHe COTHUKY, AAaTN MEHIi NoBese-Hi€ 0
COKPYLLINTENbHOM NpesioMJIeHil CiEl TPUKPaTHO OMNo-raHiBLWOol XBOPOCTUHN, A
>XK€ HUHE CYTb y paH3i nenopTa, 60 camMi colepuaeTe ACHUMUN, X04a i He

BMUTNMWU, BalLlMMN O4HeCaMU, LLO HeyMiCTVIM €CM 3 HEelo Yy 4epTor Ball.



Mo4yyxaB rosoBy nNaH Ynacosu4y, AOBro gymas, Aai N Kaxe:

— CebT10, No-BaWIOMy, NEPENIOMUTN XBOPOCTUHY; Tak TN-60 Ka)kewl, Lo
Ce BXXe He XBOPOCTUMHaA, a ienopT 06 Hawin coTHi, Tak wob yacom He Byso
HaTPYCKM Big cTapwwux; 60 i camMm 340p0OB 3HAELL, LWLO NaH NOJKOBUIN Nncap
LLOCb 00 Hac pgobupaeTbCca i Tak i nigrnaga, wob MoKpmM pagHOM Ha Hac
HamacTw.

— He yboimcs, He ycTpalimca cynocTaTa 30 yCetlo Noro BpaxaebHoro
cunoto. Cero paan AOBMIETb HAaM NPOTUB HBOro ByTN MyapuUM i Cie NOCNiQHE
pevyeHHoe npejnucaHie HeyrnyCcTUTeNbHO CNOJIHUTK | TOro AJ19 NoBesu,
BEJIbMOXXHUW MaHe, Aa COKpYyLWYy Cito nanmuto. — Tak, NOKPyYyBaBLUM YCU i OMi
y CTeno yTonmpmsLmn, Ka3as NaH lMicTpsk, a gani 6a4nte, Wwo naH MuknTta
MoMy Hi napwn 3 ycT, 60 n foci Wwe He BTOponas, WO TOW NOMY KaxXe, Ta 1

CKPUKHYB: — Tak iamaTtin?

— Ta naman, naHe nucapto!

Xpyco! MNaH nucap i nepesioMnUB XBOPOCTUHY. "llepe-noMuLlacs, — Kaxe,
— i Ce HUHI MOXY BMICTUTUCA B YepTor TBIN". — Ta, Ce€ Kaxyuun, i yni3 B
CBITINLIO, | KNTAHAETBLCSA MaHy COTHUKY, | MOAAE NOMY 3 ABOX PYK MO
Lypnasnky, i Kaxe:

— Mopo3BonbTe, NpUHbMITE!

— Ta Wwo TK MeHi 0TCe, NaHe NMcapto, TUKAELW Y BiYi? Yun iIX BULLITPUKaTH
Xo4elLll, Yn Wo? — NMUTaAETbCA NOro rnaH COTHUK, NPUTYOKYUCL 00 CTiHWK, a,
bos4nce, gyma: "4n He norHas Puroposuy BN'aTb xumep, gk 6yno nicns
rnepenot Ha BeIMKOAHIX cBATKax". — LLLo BOHO Take €? Ka)Ku MeHi

nonpocTty, 6e3 nucoma!

— Ci€ cyTb, NaHe COTHUKY, 3aMiCTb CMUCKA HaLOIl COTHI, — Ka)xe nucap,
— MOro B>Xe He BO3Morax CrnucaTu 3a ApUXKaHIEM OeCHULi MOES, Big

I'J'IyMJ'IeHiFl MUAHCTBEHHOr 0 3 BULLEI3'ACHEHHUMW MOJIOANLAMN, | TOrO paan



Yy38X XBOPOCTUHY i Ha Hih HA3HAMeHaX KOEro)XX 40 KO3aKa, i ce CYyTb BipPHOE
YUCN0: Y KOXXHOMY [leCATLi N0 AeCATb KO3aKiB, a YCiX TaKOBUX AECATKIB CyTb
TaKoXae 0ecAaTb, CNifoBaTENIbHO YCA COTHSA, K ckno. Cobnarosonite, naHe
COTHUKY, LLOT I YYMHUTb MO CilA XBOPOCTUHI | IMLEM K JINLIO0 CaMYIO
€CTECTBEHHYI0 COTHIO, 3ibpaBLuytocs 6ina nanectnHn KysbMnxm, Kpueoi
LUMHKapKK, o4ecamm 060-3piTu.

— Ere, naHe nucapto! — Kaxxe nomy naH Ynacosumy. — 4 6, noxxanyn,
cobnaroBonmB, Tak NikiB BinbW TPUALATY He 3Hato. Jliym cam i pobu K
3HAELW, T Ha Te Nucap; a A yce onicna nignuuwy, 60 1 Ha Te COTHUK, Wob He

NiYNTKY, a TiNbKKU NignucyBaTw.

OT i cTaB naH MNicTpAK NiYUTU; NIYNTb-NIYNTb, @ Y N'ATIN COTHI O4HOro
Ko3aKa He poniuntbca. "LLo 3a npuTt4ya? — axk CKpukHyB. — CowmTax, i 6ynn
yCi, i ce eanH He 06piTaeTbCA. 13nAy i MOKM YYMHIO Mepenuc, XTo 3 orna-
LUEHHbIX HE AaB MeHi i Npen o4i Bawi cTtaTu, 6ixka i okpuBcA. He xT0, fK,

ynoBaTesibHO, Inbko HantowHa".

OT i niwoB HaAaBip 00 KO3aKiB NiYNTK, @ NaH COTHMK 3apa3 KNHYBCS A0
KapBaTKW 3 OyNiBKOKO Ta, HE Biggnxato-4um, Kypbu .pagun, Ta n BUCMOKTaB i
[0o4ncTa. AX OCb i NaH PUroposuny 3 CBOIMU LlypnankamMu nize y asepi, i
BeCeneHbKun, i weuawe, wob BTILLMTK NMaHa COTHMKA, | Kaxe: "He xypiTecs,
nobpogpito! Yce Ko3auUTBO Halle yKyMi, Hi )KOoOeH He NoLwBaHAAB HiKyaun; 0Cb
Ae BOHU €". | NpUNHABCA NiYUTU, — BN'ATb Y N'ATIM OEeCATKY HEeMa Ta N HeMa
Ko3aka! 9k 3aTynoTuTb PuropoBuy Horamm, ik yxsaTte cebe 3a 4yb6, 9k noyas
KopeHuTu i baTbKa, i MaTip, i yBeCb poa TOro MPecy4oro CMHa Ko3aka, SKuin
XOBAETbLCHA, NMOKW BiH JIENOPT yHece y XaTy, A0 rnaHa COTHUKA. K HaaBopi
Nnive, TakK yci 4O €ANHOrO, a y XaTi flivYe, TO O4UH, Ta yce Yy N'ATOMY AeCATKY,
TaK i We3He, HeHa4ve Noro 3mnmaeHsb 3amxxe! BepHyBcCb NaH MicTpsaK 00 COTHI,
nepeniymsB Ko3akiB — YyCi; BEPHYBCb A0 MaHa COTHMKA, NiYNTb MO XBOPOCTUHI,
L0 KOXXHOIro nosapy6bnioBaB, — KaTMa OQHOI0; XTOCb YTiK. BN'aTb BepHETbLCS
A0 COTHI, wWob ToMy, XTO XOBA€ETbLCSA, rosIoBy nobuTtun, Tak-60 yci Akpas, ay
CBiT/MUIi No 3apybkam HeMa ogHoro. Ta pasiB OecaATb Take nomy 6yno
npuBuaeHie. Bxxe a)x 3acanascb cepaelHni, biraoym 3 xaTn To B XaTy, TO
[0 COTHi, TO Bif COTHI, LLLO BXXe 11 MaH YnacoBuny ybpaBCh i 30BCiM BUPAOMBCH |



BXXe Lanky y35s, Wob iTn 0o COTHI, TaK Yy NaHa nncapsa ogunH Ko3ak yce
yTiKa, i XTO Takun — He 3BicHO, 60 yci Ha 360pi i OANH OAHOIr0 AEPXXNTb 3a
nosic, Wob He yTiK HIXTO, MOKWU IX N0 XBOPOCTUHI NepenivyyoTsb.

— Ta rogi To6i, PuropoBunyy, wactatmucb. Xo4iM Ta yABOX 30 MHOIO
nepeniynmo. Kosm tam yci, a Ha XBOPOCTUHI HEMA OOHOr0, Tak KaT Moro
bepu! Hexan Ton i Nnponaga, abn xusi yci 6ynn. — Tak cka3aB NMaH COTHUK Ta
N NPUrNAfaEeTbCA NUIbHO Ha NUCaApP4, Y1 00 AiNna TO BiH CKas3as i WO 41 He

rPUMHe BiH Ha HbOIr0 3a HICEeHITHMLIO, K BOHO 1 YacTo byBa.

HoBro cnyxas ce lNpokin PUropoBuy i nasabuem rnosoams, a gani gk
LLIMOKHE, fK-MiAcKo4Ye, K KpukHe: "OT ca4 piv o gina! YTpoboto coxxarnito,
L0 TAKOBOE MeLUTa-Hi€ i3nae i3 rnaBu MO€ES | YKJIOHUCA Yy Aebpi NyCTUHHMUA.
Ta BaM, NaHe COTHUKY, LOBMIETb i MOJIKOBUM cyaneto 0yTn 3a TaKOBOE
HeorpaHW4YeHHoe i My pOE piLLEHIE, Ero Xe i a3 He BO3UMiX. XO4iMo Xe,
6aTbKy! HuHi BO3Becenncsa ytpoba Mosi o4 LiNOCTi COTHI, i, CKOHYaBLUW Aino,

ypeMm'sa i NoaKpinaeHie BYHNHNTN",

OT i niwnn. Ary! | Haw NaH COTHUK NosecesiillaB TPOXU, WO AKOCb-TO Hi
AyMaHO Hi ralaHo Ta NpuayMmaB 40 sajy, Ta wWe 1 Tak, wo n cam lMNpokin
Puroposuu MicTpaK, KOHOTOMNCbKNIA COTEHHUW NUcap, Ta N TOM NOro 3a
BUragKy 3poay Briepwle rnoxsanse. A PUropoBsuy ifie 3a COTHUKOM, Ta CBOE
raga, Ta gyma: "Ce Ha 6igy BXe nge, Kosm naH COTHUK Ta byae po3yMHiwmn
MeHe. Halwo X nomy i nucap, koau cam dyae i BuaymyBaTu, i nignmcyBaTun?
OTce TinbKM He BUAHO, WO caM byae n NnucaTu Ta, MOXKe, 1 Ha LWoTax
BUKnpaTtu. Ta He gamcsa-6o!.. 4 nomy xyka ycyyy". Miginwnm oo camoro
LWWMHKY Ky3bMULWNHOIO, aX TYT i COTHSA CTOITh i, NOCKNAAKYN LLAMKMW,

MOKJIOHNJINCb NMaHy COTHUKY.

— 3p0poBi bynn, gitn! Ym BCi BU TYyT? — CNUTaB iX MaH COTHUK i,
y3aBWunCb y 60kn, obrnapas ix okoM, HeHave obnivyBaB abo po3rnsanas
KOXHOMO Y MUKY; @ BiH — A XX KaXXy — 6inbl TpMAUATY NiKy He 3HaB, a
KO3aKa Hi 0gHiCiHbKOro y Teap* (*B nuue.) He 3HaB | He TAMUB, XTO 3 HUX

Hemko, a xTo lNpoubKo.



— 3p00poB, 6aTbKy! — TOpPOXHYNa NMOMy rpoMaga. — YCi MU TyTeYKun-
30eCb 0O EQUNHOrO.

— A nepeniyn, Nnucapto, YN He CXOBaBCb KWW, — MOBeJiBaB NaH COTHUK,

HaOyBLINCb, K TOW CUY.

OT nucapto Puroposunyy Bn'aTb Biga. YCi Ko3aku, i 9K CTyIMB XBOPOCTUHY
OOKYMW, Tak i no 3apybkam yci.

— Ta 9KuniA XXe TaM 4YopT MaHOpPYBaB, AK A YBIXOAMB 40 NaHa COTHMKA? —

KPUKHYB niCTpﬂK 3 cepusd Ta a>X HOIror TYyrHyB.

— Ta TpuBanm nuweHb, Puroposuyy! — ckasas NoMy, yCMixalo4ncb, naH
YnacoBuy. — ALXKe | KO3aKW yCi, i 3 XBOPOCTUHU Hi XKoAeH He BTikas. Ce Tn
K NepenoMmnB XBOPOCTUHY, TaK BOHA AKpPa3 Ha KO3akKoBi XpycHyna. OT Tu,

aep>xayu 1l Ha ABi NOJIOBUHW, TUM OOHOrO i He O0/i4YyBaBChb.

A KO3auTBO, Ce€ criyxatouu, gk nigHime perit: "Tak-Taku, BEJIbMOXHUN
B6aTbKy, Tak!" — 3HaM KpunyaTb i KaxyTb: "OTTakun, 6a4vy, Haw nncap! O!

6opnan noro".

— A 6opan BM MOKa3UINCL | 3 KO3aKaMu, i 3 XBOPOCTUHOLO, i 3 flikaMmu, i 3
Ha4asIbCTBOM, — KpU4YaB Ha BCO BY/INLIO PUropoBuY, a caM sk He JlornHe 3
cepus. YXonuB Ty XBOPOCTUHY, NoJsiaMmas, NOTPOLLMB il HA LUMATOYKM Ta U
KWHYB KO3aKaM Y BiYi, Mpurosopttoyun: —Llyp Bam, nek BaM; OCMHa BaM;
Hexan BaM CTOHaAUATb JINXOPALOoK i NiBTOpa CTiNIbKN XK YNPAYOK | BONSAYOK,
KOJIM 3HANLLOBCh Y)XKe PO3yMHIInA MeHe. Halo A BaM? — Ta 1 rno4vaB BM'ATb

3 NUCbMa: — I13MnAgy y NyCTUHIO | ycentocsa y ropax ApapaTcbkux, y NoCnigHix
Mopsa. Lyp sam!

OT naH COTHUK NOro i CMNHUB i, Y3ABLUW 33 PYKY, i Kaxe:

— [oai X, PuropoBunyy, He cepabcA. Ypaau-roan, nosenocs MeHi 3 tebe

NOKenKkyBaTW, a TU BXXe 1 cepaunwlca. A TAMULL, AK MeHi NiaCyHyB NenopT, a



S, HIYOro Nnak He BMIiO4YM NMMUCaTK, Ta Ha HbOMY CTOpPY i Nianucas. A naH
MOJIKOBHUK i NiAMNMCaB, WO, — KAa>Xe, — KOHOTOMNCbKUN COTHUK, MaHe MUKunTo,
T €cn aypeHb! Ta 1 3a Te Ha Tebe i He cepaAMBCS, X044 TW | AOBIro MeHi 06 Tim
JOKNlaAun OoKNafaB i B Bi4i HAacMixaBcsa. [ogi X, rogi! Xogimo obigaTw...

-— Hexan Bam cen Ta Town i3 BawmM obigom, okpome xniba cBATOro.
Bopnan Ton NogaBmMBChL, XTO TaKy MyApaLilo MeHi BTAB!.. — 3aMOTaB pyKamu
Haw [MicTpsK, yce cepasyncChb, Ta U NOTAr, HeE OrNa4atyYncb, 4OA0MY, Ta
Bbopmoye cam cobi: "Mogasunwics, 9k 9 Tobi ranywky nigHecy... Nigseny tebe
nig MmoHacTup... byae y KoHoTOoMi COTHUK, Ta He 3abpboxa... KNaHATUMYTbCSA
i MicTpsaky".

-— A HaM Xe gKa nopaga byne? — 3aryam Ko3aku, AMBASAYUCH, LWLO yCe iX
Ha4asIbCTBO YM NepeKas3nsoCb, Y1 KaT IX 3Ha: NMcap, MoB NiCcaA oypMaHy,
nosisBCb Cobi 4OAOMY, @ NAaH COTHUK NOHYPWUB rOJIOBY Ta TEX NOTAr A0 CBOEI
xaTn. OT BepTalTb NaHa COTHUKA i MNTATbCS, WO iM pobuTn i AN 4oro ix

3ibpann?

— A nncun AigbkKo Bac 3Ha! — KPUKHYB Ha HUX MuKnTa YnacoBu4, naryu
i B baTbKa, i B MaTip. — Llyp Bam, BigyeniTech Big MeHe. Bintecb cobi, kyau
xo4yeTe, X04 Ha wnbeHunuto. AKnin 9 NopsaaoK Aam, Koam nucap ckasmeca? Y
HbOro NnenopT (Cce naH Yiacosny ycsaky bymary y3mBaB J1IENOPTOM, HE BMitOYN
BUMOBUTU, 4N TaM NpednuncaHie, 4um wo byBano); Hexanm, — Kaxke, — 4Ym He
NpocnuTbCs, 60 BiH YaCTO XMMepW FOHUTb, TaK TOr4i i PO3TOJIKYEMOCH, a

Tenep — HiKkoan. — Ta 1 MiloB TUXOK CTYMOK A4040MY.

Ha Te onBNsYmnCh, i KO3aLUTBO PYLUMIO: XTO Y LWWMHOK, XTO Y COJIOMY Micns

Takol MYLUTPW CNOYMBATHK; @ iHWI MOTHYJINCb Ha BropoAn AiB4aT NOJOXATMW...

CMyTHUN | HeBecenun cnais cobi Ha naBLUi, Ta BXXe He B CBiTAUUI, a Y
BEJINKIN XaTi, KOHOTONCbKNI NaH COTHUK, MnknTa Ynacosny 3abpboxa,

BEPHYBLUMCh MicNsa ornaay Ko3aubKoi COTHI. [lo Toro nnxa, Wwo nomy yyopa



Nocun-nosHa OneHa, NaHHa XOPYHXXiBHa, NigHecna, MOB TepPTOI Nif Hic
kabakn, nevyeHoro rapby3us; Wo BiH NiCAS9 y4OpPalHbOro AHS We He NnB, He
iB, @ TYT LLEe He BMCNaBCH; Wo Tpeba nomy 36mMpaTnca C CBOEK COTHEIO Y
MOXOM, aXX Y CaMiCiHbKU HYepHIros; Ta A X KaxKy, nicna Takol 6iaun we n Hose
JINXO0 3iKJ1anocs oMy, Lo po3cepamB CBOro COTEHHOro naHa nucaps
Mpokona Puroposunya lNicTpska, a po3CcepaAnBLLUNCH, BXXe BiH He Byae Hiakoi
nopagun fgasaTun, 9K Ha4aNbCTBO NpuLuie 06 4iM nenopT 4m 9K TaM NOro;
TorAi wo 4nHnTtn? OT 3 Takoto 6ifot K oMy He ByTU CMYTHOMY i
HeBecenomy? Ere! Cnantb cobi, cepaeka, y BeNvKin xaTi Ha naBi, KiHUi
CTOJ1a, FOJSI0BY MOHYPUB a>K TPOXN YN He A0 KoNiH! CNanTb XKe BiH BXXe He

yac i He ABa... a)X 0Cb i3 KiMHaTWU i obi3Banacb 4O HLOr0O HAaHbMUYKaA:

— Yoro-60 BU, MaHN4YEeHbKY, CYMYETE i CMANTE MOBYKN? Y1 He nopa BXKe
narogunTtm obigaTtn?

— He xo4y! — cka3aB YNnacoBu4, Ta M 30UXHYB TAXKKO Ta Ba)KKO Ha BCIO
XaTy, i nignep rosioBy pykKoio.

OT HaHbMMYKA, NOroAMBLLN, | BUALLAG 3 KIMHATW Ta, AUBNAYNCH HA HbOIr O

BECeNIeHbKO, K Tas ACO0YKa, i Kaxke:

— A60, MOoXKe, BU BXXe noobinann, Tak, Moxe, abo cbKaTuUCb xo4eTe...
abowo?

— He xo4y! — oavH oA4BIT fa€ YNacoBuY i He ANBUTbLHSA Ha Hel.

MocynmnBLUINCL, BEPHYAaCb HaHbMMNYKaA Y KIMHaTYy Ta 1 Cifla y KYTOK,
Bop4aun: "OTTO BXe, MabyTb, OyB y nona Ta, MabyTb, Tam i obinas; 60 BXxe
Ti NONiBHK, X04 A0 KOro, Tak nmigié'toreca". | yce, cngsa4ym cobi, 3Han

KopeHwua rnoriBeH.

A MukuTa Ynacosud 3Han cobi cnanTb i AyMa nNpo CBOE. AX OCb... pun!..
XTOCb YBINLWOB Yy XaTy... [laH COTHUK 3UpK!.. @)X TO BBIMLIOB He XTO, K HaLl

Puroposu4y. MabyTb, Biacepamneca? Hi, BiH He BiacepanBCA, a NPUALLOB 3



XnTpowamu Ao naHa MmMkKuUTK; ocb cnyxanmTte, wo TyT dyae... OT, yBiNWOBLUN,

Ta MOBYKW i cTaB bina aBepen.

He 3pagyBaBcs X i NaH YacoBuY, K B34piB LWMPOro CBOro npmaTens, a
nywie TuMm, wo gymas cobi: "OT Tenepeykun BXe BiH HE CepaAnTbCS i AaCTb
MeHi nopaay y moin 6iai". Tak Puroposuny-60 He Tyaum rHe: kK ctas 6ing

ABepen Ta i CTaB., i MOBYUTb CODI, i Hi Napn 3 yCT He NYCTUTb.

— Lo ckaxkew, Puroposnyy? — nnutas nucaps naH COTHUK, a TON NOMY

OABIT OA€E, HE CXO4A4YM 3 MicUA:

— A WO noBennTe, NaHe COTHUKY?

— Ta Hy cobi y 601070 3 cBOIM coTHUYecTBOM! Xiba He 3Ha€ELW MOEI
HaTypu? lNMepen Ko3akKaMun Tak 1 COTHUK, @ TU MUCap; a KOJIM MU YABOX y XaTi,
Tak Mu cobi 6paTtun. Ciganm xe, bygemo obinaTn, — Tak Ka3aB Y1acoBuUA.

— [Osakyio! 4 Bxxe obinas. — Ta  KUBHYB rosoBoto Pu-roposuy, cee
KaXKy4u.

— OTT0 BXe 1 bpewe! — Ka)xe COTHMK. — Tak cigan-taku, a obigatumy,
a TV NI oyniBKy; WO 3a MyApa, TOPILWHS, We TiJIbKN Ha CiM TUXXHI noYanu,

TakK TaM TaKa, Wo i N'eEw — i Xxo4eTbCH.

— I3nux Tpecyrybyto Yawy 6iacTBin, — cKka3aB, 30UX— HYBLUW, NUcap, —
i B>)X€ He mory BMicTuUTn 6onie CyeTnnBOI AyNiBKM, Ae He Korga obpsuweTbes

BO yCTaxX MOIX IKO MOJIMHb.

— Ta wo 60 BM, NaHe NMnucapto, — CTaB A0 HbOro COTHUK Nt06'A3HO
rOBOPUTU, — SKOro 4YopTa i AOCi Ha MeHe agoM guweTe? 3a BiWwo i Npo BiLWO?
| cam cTapuin yuraH He po3sbepe.

— He nino ecTb, NaHe COTHUKY, COBOKYNAATU (papao-HULbKOE
BCEBOIHCTBO 3 HamMu, NpaBoBipHUMU. TyT i 6e3 unraHa MoxxHa Bo3rpebie



coTBOpPUTU. Erga nogHecowa MeHi TpecyryboTpeknaTyto NnuHXBY, y6o 4To
€CM Nicns cboro? Aku KoHb i Meck! Tbepy! nave i obave!

— Ta fKa XX TaM, naHe nucapto, NuHxea! OT TiNbKW LLO T HE BTOPOMaB

TIET MPOKIATOI XBOPOCTUHM...

— [a normbHeTb OHa 3 WyMOM B neLli orHenansawin! A sam 6yno, naHe
COTHUKY, OUBAAYNCH HA MOE M1yMJIEHIE, MOBYAHIE YYNHUTN | HE NMpn rpoMagi,
aKN NeB puKatoLle, BO3HerNLweBaTn Ha M'a, HO ocob MeHe nosBLle, NoBiAaTU
By10 MeHi iCTUHY, Aa He BO3CMIilOTbCA HaZ0 MHOIO Halli KO3aKW i peKyTb HUHI:
"Mncap Haw CyTb AypeHb, HEe BMIB po3ibpaTun, WO XBOPOCTUHA CYyTb
ynobocokpylwaemasn". Agxxe a1 BaM gobpe we B CBiTAMLUI NoBigas: N'saH 6ux i
He i3TPe3BUXCSH €ELLE BO OHOE ypeM's; i alle pyui MOi gpoy)Kalla, aku ApeBecHOo
JINCTBIE, TO sKoBa BUCTb rs1aBa 30 BCiMM NOMULLNEHIT? BUCTb 9K
TpeBO/IHEHHOE Mope. Toro anga nogobano 6ysno Bam, NnaHe COTHUKY, BCM'ATb
3ps, MOKPUTK NperpiweHHs 6bpaTa Baworo; cMpivy yctaMm KO Byxy noBigaTu
NOMY, @ He BO BCE KO3aLLbKOE yC/IMLLIAHIE.

— OTXXe, TBOS NpaBAa, Puroposunyy; Tenep A i cam 6avy, W0 BOHO TaK €,
— Ka3aB Hal YnacoBuy. A ce byno 3aBcerga Tak: wo wo lMicTtpsak He 3ayMa,
LLLO HE CKaXke, TO BXe MNMaH COTHUK MepLuUin | Kaxe: "Tak, Tak BOHO €". OT 4K |
Tenep NigTakHYB i, ANBASAYNCL NOMY B Bidi, noba4ms, Wo ce PUroposmnyy — sk
no rybam BapeHMKOM 3 MacsioM; OT i CTaB CMiflilW 3 HUM PO3roBOPIOBATN i
3awy4yBaTy, i Kaxxe: — Cigan e, npuaTtento; akoro-6o Tu 4yopTa Tam 6ing
nopora MasyuLl, SK TOM LUYUWK Ha BipboBLI? |An X, ian; cinan 6ing meHe;
byny obinatun, a T TArHm oynieky. Ma3sbko! A BHECU NNWEHb NOBHY HOCATKY
ayniskn! — Bunwina Ma3bka 3 KiMHaTW i, mepexoasayun 4Yepes BesIMKy xaTy,
BXKe BecCeJIeHbKO rsiHys1a Ha CBOro rnaHuya. A lNMpokin Puroposny gymas-
AyMaB, Oani CTaB Mo xaTi xoanTun i cniBa cobi nig Hic ncanbMmy: "CkioHiTecH,
BiKW, CO YOJIOBiIKM"; @ Aani sk 6pu3He wanky ob 3emto, 9K 34MUXHe, Ta 1

niginwos 00 NaHa YnacoBuya i, 3aKpy4dyto4m ycu, CTaB NOMy Ka3saTu:

— €N, iICTUHHO, He Nry. | fa NnoXxpeTb MeHs obulas MaTep Halla 3eMsia Ha
COHbMULUI, awe 36pewy xo4 niBcnoBa. Ha fOBNIETb Hi EAUHOMY HaYalIbHUKY
yro63eHHsa TBOPUTU CBOIN LECHIN pyLi, CUPIY NMNCapIo; MOHEXE i NOESINKY:



YyCSAK 4Y0JI0BiK iMaTb rnaBy, riasa iMmaTb po3yM, pOo3yM iMaTb BOJIIO, a Cif
pekomMas BOJIA MOBEJIBAETb | AeCHULE0, | LWYNLElD, | YCAKNUM YiieHoM. Ho cie
CYyTb NpUKNag i CULEBOE PO3YMIHIE: 4ONI0BIK — KOHOTOMNCbKa COTHSA; rnasa —
MnaH COTHUK; PO3yM BO rnaBi — a3, Mi3epHUI Nucap; a3 iMito BOJIO, CUPIY
NapoBaHi€, HanucaTn bymary, Tak WO Heri i caM NOJIKOBUI NUCap yTHe
nonobHyto. Awe ni ybo 4on0BiK HE MOBUHYETbLCA raBi, yHe i €CTb...
Tako)XAe i r1aBa po3yMy; BO OHOE ypeM's iMaTb BUTI CM'ATEHI€E | coQpOraHie;
Tako i 34i; alle COTHA He iMaTb MOBUHYTUCA NaHy COTHUKY, a Cen BOMNpeKn
iMaTb TBOPUTU MeHi Xy>XALleMmy i, Lo nayvye yCbOro, He NPUKpMBaTUN NOro

He3HaHiln, HO ewe i rnymnTmnca? One! Nowo A 1 Ha CBiTi Nnpebueato?

Ta, HaroBOpPUBLUM TaKOro, CiB Ha N1IaBKY | PYKOIO Mignepcsa Ta N XypuTbCs.
A MukunTi YnacoBu4y noro i »Kasiko cTaso i Kaxe nomy:

— Konn npaBay, 6paTuky, CKa3aTu, TO 1 HE BTOPOMNAaB HiYOriCiHbKO, LU0
oTCe T MeHi po3ka3as; 60 ce, 6a4, 3 NUCbMa, a TU 3HAELL, O S NOr0 He BTHY
i LLO BOHO MEHI 3apa3 3aBafuTb, 9K XTO 3 HUM O MeHe MigBepHeTbCH.
3oinan xxe gpyx0y, He cepabCHA Ha MeHe, Ta 3 cepus He roOBOPM MeHi 3
NMNCbMa, @ KaXn NpocTo. TyT i Tak, He Tobi Ka)ky4yun, N1MX0o Ta e 3 JIMXOM, a
TYyT we y noxon iTn. OCb AaBawn Nnpo ce TOJIKYyBaTUCh, LLO HaM N0 TOMY
nenopty pobuTu...

— YopT3Ha-lo BN roBOpnUTE, — 3arOMOHIB NMCap Ha NaHa COTHUKA, — 4K
nofobaeTb e OT HavYasbCTBa A0 NOAYUHEHHOCTI NucaTn nenopT? MNMoBeniHie.
HecmMeTHOE MHOXXEeCTBO pa3iB Ka3ax BaM, i Ce yce BCYE.

— Ta yce X To nenopT, He wo 6inbw. A pagd, Wo n nenopT BUTBEPAUB, a
ApPYyroro, Wo TN Kaxkel, Tak A He BUMOBJIO. Tak KaT ix bepwn 3 nenoptamu, a
OT LaBall TOB-KYBaTUCb, K Yy rMoxopn 36upaTnceb. AL>XKe COTHA yCs, TO
nobpe; Hy, Aanbll Kaku, wo pobuntn?

— 'M, rM! — cTaB KawnaTu PUroposBud, sk 3ragas, K BiH NiYUB COTHIO.
OT i cTaB nig HbOro NigKkonyBaTUCh, WO6 NaHa COTHWUKa BTOMUTK, @ CaMOMY...

Hy, Ta He Byoemo nonepen po3kasyBaTu, a CJlyxaTUMeMO, ik Tam 6yo;



OT>Xe BiH | KaXxe: — LLlo noBennTb NaH COTHUK, Mato HEeBMYCTUTEJNbHO

CMoJIHATN.

— Ta 34inanm MnnocTb, Puroposundy, rofi MeHi cboro gokiagatmn! — KasaB
MaH COTHWUK Ta W ciga 3a CTin, 60 MNMa3bka BHecna ob6igaTn i MOBHY HOCATKY
ayniekn. — Cigan, — Ka)ke, — 30 MHOIO; @ KOJIN He X04 06igaTun, Tak TArHM

AyniBky Ta 06 fiflax MeHi He AoKy4aWn.

OT coTHMK MOBYKM obiflae, a Nnucap cMAaiB-cnais, MOB-4aB-MOB4YaB, fAasli 3a
JNIOXKKY, Ta 'y TY XX MUCKY... Ta 1 N0YaB, AK BiH Ka)Ke, COKpyLlaTn nep 6opuy,
rapsaymm 3 yCcAKot, MisIKoo pubKoto, Ta MWOHAHY Kalwy A0 onil, gani
3ax0n04>KyBaHMn bopuy 3 IMHaMK, @ TaM IOLWKY 3 MUHbKaMK Ta 3
NWeHNYHUMU ranywedykamm, Ta nevyeHi kapaci, Ta 6inbw i HiYoro. Xo4 Halw
PuropoBuy i o6igaB oMa He MeHL TOro, Wo Tenep iB i B NaHa COTHUKA, TakK
NOMY Ce HIiYoro: BiH Yy AsiKa Yy LWKOJIi BYMBCH, Tak 3a rosoc, wo byno gk Ha
obigax nigHiMe, Tak K TOW A3BOHUK, Ha YCIO BYJIMLIIO YYTK, LLO a)< Y ByxXax
NAWNTb, TakK NOro NaH ask 6yno no obigam i BOAWUTL; TO 3 HUM MPUBYUBCA |
Halw PuroposuY, i noMy He cTpawHo 6yno xo4 wicTb 06igis obignaTn; Tak
TUM-TO i3 YnacoBuyemMm, sk nobayme nobpy cTpaBy Ta Lie 3 CBIXXOK pnboio,

Tak i NPUNHABCb MOJIOTUTU, HEHa4e LWe HIYOro 3paHkKy i He iB.

Ak iB, 1B obpe, WO a)k 3a ByxaMu nawano, gani CXxonme HOCaTKy Ta, He
Ha/MBal4M y KapBaTKy, Tak 3 Hel yClo AyniBKY i Buuigmnse. dani, yctaBwm 3-3a
cTonNy, noaskysas 6ory i xa3siHy, CiB Ha J1laBLUi, BUKALWAABCb, YCU PO3rnagus i

Kaxe:

— Oobpusa pagu Tpanesun i NPeoTMiHHUA AYiBKN Npe-4ato BULLHOMY
3abBeHito npuckopbie Mo€. [1a HE NOM'AHETbLCA K TOMY TpeknaTas
XBOPOCTWUHA, NpesioMJIEHIEM CBOIM noxmnTuBLlian 6yno egnHoro Kosaka. Lyp
n! Ia npebyneTb BOHa Tpecyrybo aHaxTemMa NpoKaTa i Aa 3ropuTb B NeLLi
Xannencbkow, a uwe ny4y4ye, K B r’MeHHI OrHeHHin. [JaBan e [ifo roBopuUTH i
Aaino Teoputu. a byneTts Bam, naHe gobpoaito, BigOMO, O HaM HEBO3MOXXHO

y noxop suctynatu! O! —— i no4aB KapJIloHKN FHYTH.



— Mo! — a)k CKPUKHYB NaH Ynacosuy 3 pafoLuis i nigbir 4o HLOro, Lob

BUNUTYBATW, | Kaxke: — AK e ce MoXXHa? A nenopT?..

— Ane! B Taku yce cBoe! —— kaxke Puroposu4. — Bam xou Kin Ha
roN0Bi Tewn, To B BacC yce nenopT. Hy, aapma! Xo4 61 BOHM 9K He

po3NucyBasiv, @ HaM He MOXXHa UTU: HaM He CyTb YA06HO, HaM Hikon!

— A 4OMy X HaM Hikonn? 3ainan noboBs, Po3>KYN MEHIi i CEeE CNOBO: YOMY

HaM HiKon?

— 'M, rM! — BUKaALWNABLUIWCK | MOAyMaBLUK, CKa3aB Puroposuny, — sikoBas
HaM CONPUKOCHOBEHHOCTb A0 YepHiroea i 4O caMOl NOJIKOBOI CTapLUMHK, alle

MUp BeCb nornbaeTb?

— 9K ce TO? — 319KaBLWMNCb, NUTaB NaH Muknta. — Big 4oro mup
normba? LLlo x ce Take? {1, KOHOTOMCbLKNI COTHUK, Ta N HE 3Halo, WO MUp
normba? Ta kKaxxn-60, 6yab nacka, Bif 4Oro BiH rnormba i 4 He MOXKeMO 1oro
AK-Hebyab obopoHnTn abo nignepTn?

— MNormnbaetb! — 3aMxHYBLWMN, Kaxe MicTpak. — Bcim 3pawmm i
ONBYIOLLMNMCS, HIXTO >Xe 0 NMOMOLLi He paauTb. 3piTe, NaHe COTHUKY
YnacoBu4y, i yxacantecs! Tpn cegmuui i non 0oxab He crnage, i 3eMns He
ofoxnaucs, i Hebo 3akYNCA; BCA NepeTBopMLIacs B npax i nenes, BCA
npo3sabeHis i3coxowa, i EANHAA NUJIb HOCUTBLCSA Y Halin BCENEHHIN | — O,
rope MHi, rpilulHUKY! — Nuib Cia BOA-BOPAETLCA B HEMOPO4HIM focCesi HOCI
MOEM i OINCTBYETb YNXaAHIEM, NOAOOHO akn 61 OT HIOXHOBEHIS HECTepNUMKS i
TpeokasHHUA — Tby! Kabaku, 0T Hes e YNCT Bux | HemopoyeH oT yTpobu
MaTepe Moes Ao 34i. O rope!

— Tak Bif 4Oro TyT Mupy normbaTtu, — KasasB NaH 3abpboxa, — KON TW,
rMmaHe nmcapto, YxXaew?..

— Ane! yxaew! — NOKPYTUBLLUM rosioBOIO, Ka3aB PUroposBmy. — YxHeTb i

He TiIbKK A, Ta X04 61 CaM MOJIKOBMIM MMUcCap, Ta WO N Ka3aTu: YXHe i Hall



HAaWACHIWNIA | HANBENbMOXXHILLWA NaH reTbMaH, K OHas 37loMep3Kasa Kabaka
BO3rHI3QNTbCA Y HOCi NOro ICHOBEIbMOXHOCTI, a 1i, oKasHHOI, nofobie cyTb
cuuesas Nuib, BITPOM Bo3MeTaeMas. | alle He COTBOPMM BHE3anHoOro

040X OEHis, yce i3CcoOXHeTb i nornbHeTb! 3ei€ i 3naK i3B'aQHeTb, | He byaeTb
XNibeHHOro Npoi3poCcTaHifa; Tor4i i MM He TOYMIO BO3AUXAEM, HO | YyMpPEM OT
rnaga i axxam BHe3anHo cMmepTito. PO3yMHO BaM peky: nogobaeTb
000XANTK BiACTBYIOLLYIO 3eMJ10 HaLly!

— OTXe, A TiNbKN Yepes3 gecaTe-n'aTe yToponas, Wo TW, NaHe nucapto,
MeHi ropopuLl. Ag>XKe TU Kaxkell, Wo Aoy B Hac HeMa? Tak wo bynemo
pobnTn? Yn Mn moxxemo cuam HebecHi 3HaTK i MOXXeMOo 3pobuTu, wob aouui

nwnmn?

— Moxxemo! — 3aKpunyaB Ha yClo xaTy Haw [MicTpsaK, a gani 9K CTyKHe
KYJIQaKOM MO CTOJY i e AyX4Ye KPUKHYB : — | Makn peky, MOXXeMo.

— A Ka)XU, Ka)Kuy, naHe nmcapto, 9K? 9 i KOHOTOMCbKUN COTHUK, a WOCh |

[O0Ci CbOro He 3Hato, — NUTaB NaH 3abpboxa.

— BHuManTe, naHe coTHMKY! Ta, byabTe nackasi, MUKnTo Ynacosuy,
yToponanTe, WO A BaM Ka3saTuMy, Wwob MeHi N0 AecAaTb pas3iB HE TOBKTU BaM
oAHoro. € Ha CBiTi He4YecTusui 6abu, 4YaaTenbHO OT NJIEMEHe XaHAaaHCbKOro,
MO TOJIKOBaHItO, KaHaNbCbKOro, i>ke Baallaca Beenb3eBy-ny i noro
B6iCOBCbKOMY My[ApOBaHiIlo, i iMyTb yNpa>KAeHi€ y BiAbOMCTBI, i>Ke HOYHUM
ypeMeHeM, HaM BO3JieXXalluM i CnNa[wWwmM, Cii He4eCcTUBUI iICXOA0Th i3 LJOMOB
CBOIX i, BO34iBLUE Ha cs B6inyo COpoYKy, po3nyCcKalTb BJlaCcu CBOI, AKO
BenbbAloXii, i, Npuwegle Ao CoOCiACbKUX i APYrux xuntenenm npebmneaHin,
YBXO4I0Tb Y KPaBHULIO, MPOCTO pe-wn, XNiB, i iMaloTb TaMO Kpas., | A0ATb i IX,
i KPOTKUX oBeYaT, i BucTpoHornx kobmnuusp, i Cyk 3naro cobavoro ic4agis, i,
4YTO peKy? BO340SAI0Tb APAMJINBUX KILLOK, BPpe-A4OHOCHUX MULLEN, PO3TIHHNX
ab... i yCaKoe guxaHie nonsyuiee i ckavyuiee, iMmyLLee MIEKOBMICTUMUS
YCTPOE-HifA, 4OATb IM TOKMO HEYECTUBUM i3BICHUM XyL0>XECTBOM; i cobpaBLUn
yCi Cil Mneka, onsaBoabCbKUM o0basHIEM Npe-TBOPAIOTbL OHOE y Yapu i abue
NPOI3BOAATb YCe N0 CBOEMY HaMipeHilo, IKO-TO: BUKPaAaTb CCYLLUX
MAageHuiB 3 yTpob maTepHUX i BnaratoTb yB oHUS abo xaby, abo muwy, abo



€ELLE i LIEeHS; NOCeNATb BpaXKAy i po340p NPOMIXK CYynpy>XHboro rnpebuBaHis;
BO30y>XAaloTb NIIOOOBHOE MPEKISIOHEHIE Y IOHOWI K AiBi OT OHUSA K OHOMY, i
NpoYee 3710 HeyaobOPEKOMOE; a NMayvye yCboro, 3aTBOPATb xN196u HebecHii i
BOCMpPELLAoTb A0XKAEBI OpoLIaTM 3eMJIto, Aa NOrMbHeTb poa YON0BIYECbKUA.
Yn NOHATHO BaM Tenepeykn, oobpoaito, BiAKiNb Cid HaNaCcTb NOCTMXXE Hally
nasecTuHy, SKO He iMaMun Hi Kpanni gowy, gaxe i Ao aHecb? HyTe-60, He

no3ixamTe Ta KaXKiTb: YN YPO3YMiNn rnaroslaHie Moe?

— Asakwe? Xo4 i no... 3i... Xalo, a BXXe ypo3yMiB. Tu oTce MeHi
pO3Ka3yBaB, W0 B HAC 41 OOLYy HeMa, 4Yn wo?

— Tak, Tak. Ho 4yepe3 Koro cie bucrto?

— Yun yepes... Xxab, yn... Yepes Koro... 1 WOCb He PO3CJIyXaB.

— Ta akux Tam xab? Yepes BiAbOM, 4Yepes BiAbOM, PeKY BaM.

— Ta uyp imM, He coMuHam X MeHi, NnaHe nucapto! Xo4 o Bevopa i
[ANIeKO, a K HaNgKa€eELW MeHe, TO yCIo Hid Byay axaTucb i He cnaTumy: yce
Biobom byay 6oaTucs.

— Ta HaM He Nnoaoba€eTh iX yCTpawaTUCA, a OOBJIIETb ICKOPEHATU A0
TPeTboro poay.

— K e Tn ix, Puroposudy, ckopeHuw? Tn 3a Hel, a BOHa NepeKUHeTbCH
KNybKoM, KnHeTbca To6i nig Horw, 3i6'e Tebe Ta 1 we3He. Xiba x He bByBa
CbOro? Yum mMasio ctapi logn Takoro po3KasyloTb, Tak L0, HAaC/lyXaBLUNCH,
LSy HiY gpuvXakn cnaTu He aaayThb.

— He Tou4unio cTapil nogn, HO i a3 MoXe BaM MoBigaTn NPo TaKOBOE
rAyMneHie. EQUHOX AN, Be4opy cyuly, napybouTtso swa M'a i noBegolla Ha
BEYOPHMLUI, idiXKe 940X0M, Fy19X0M OOBOILHO, @ NUxom 6e3 Mipu, ENNKO
MOXKaXy; i €ELLLe MeHi y TBepAOoCTi Cylly, iA0X Yy CBOE Mic-TonpebuBaHie, i, He
AOX04ALWY MU XVXKUHK cTapol Uum-6anmnxu, BHe3any nig HO3i MO Bep>xecs



HIYTOCh; raBa MOS 3aKPY>XXMUCH, | @3 WaTaxcsd i MOTaxcs CiMo i oBaMo i, He
MOryLLly MU yOoep>XaTUCA, NafoX aku Kfaja i yCrnox, i cnax TaMmo HeBNXNM,
akKu MepTB, OoHAEeXe BO3Cia yTpo. CME XX BUCTb He IHOE, AKO HaBOXAEHIE
npeokasiHHoI BigbMu. MonobaeTb ybo X nobpe NPUBTIOKUTK, Aa i3/INIOTb
AO0X b i3 CBOIX COKPOBEHHOCTEWN i Aa OPOCATb 3eMJII0.

— $IK )Ke HaM, naHe PUroposmnyy, 3a HUX y3TUCb, W06 BOHN BEPHY NN
aoui i wob Ham He Hapobuan onicnsa KO KanocTi?

— He ycTpawunmcs i He yboimcsa! — ckasaB naH licTpsak. — bnakeHHus i
BiYHMSA CNaBW OOCTOMHUA NAaM'aTi, NPICHOMNOMUHAEMMI poauTenb Bawl i
oTeub, Ynac NaHacoBun4, BeseslinHUn NaH COTHUK npexpabpoi KoHOToNCbKOI
COTHI, EF0 XXe MypOoMYy yrpaBJieHilo yCs BCeNIeHHasa AMByBaca — i Aa
NOYMETb HaZ HUM 3eMNsa NepoM, — Ton 3 cumu babamm ermneTCbKNMY,
NPOCTO peLmn, BiabMaMu, ynpasnaascs 6naro4ecTtMBoMygpeHHo. JOBAIETD i
BaM, fobpoaito, Mo NpmMMipy OHOMY HEBMYCTUTEJSIbHO COTBOPEHIE YHUHUTMN.

— A WO X MOKINHUI NaHOTeUb 3 HUMN pobuB? Ka)kn NuLIEeHb, MOXXe, i

TeX 3yMito 3pobutn?

— YacTonoMmMHaeEMMM oTeub Ball iX BO3XMLALWe i y pivui Tonagwe. Awe
Kasd CyTb BiAbMa, Ta He NOrpsA3HeTb Ha AHO PIYHOE, alle | KaMeHb
XXEPHOBHMUW Ha BUI €9 NPU-4enJoThb; alle )Xe Hernpu4yacHa eCTb 31y CeMy,

abuve norpsasHeTb y BoAi. [oBeNiTb, MaHe COTHUKY, YN TONUTb iX?

— Ta TonuTk Ix! Hawo nepawo »kanysaTb? — pillvB YacoBuy.

— bnaro ecTtb, — Kaxke nucap, — yTpy CyLLy NOBEO YCHA YCTPOITH, AKO
»Xe obnyanm nNpm TakoMy Kasyci 6yBa€eTb, i yce bynetb 6naroninHo; ay
YepHiros BXe He nignemo?

— Ta Hi, maHe nucapto, He Nigemo. TiNbKW... 9K 61 BIiAKPYTUTUCH Bif HUX?



— Ta BiAKpPYTUMOCS, NaHe COTHUKY; i cero paan abve HemeaniHHO
nowneMo riHUA MilKKn, KpUBOro Inbka XeBep-nyLweHka, ga wkaHanbaetb Ao
BULULLOIrO HavyasibCTBa 3 J1IENMOPTOM, L0 HaM HE MOXXHa Yy Noxo[ iTWu, 3aHexe
Mn obave norpy>xaemMo BigboM y 6e34Hy HalWoro cTaBka, i>ke WwaTbCsA
norybmnTm yBecb MUp, COKpUBLLE AOXAb Y COKPO-BEHHOCTHAX CBOIX.

— [obpe, nobpe, naHe nucapto, 0TCe MU Ay>Xe Myapo npuaymanu. |gite
>Ke Ta NMUWIiTb N1enopT, a 9 WoCb, PO3roBOPIOOYM 3 BaMN, KPINKo crnaTu
3axoTiB. MaB 6ysi0 po3ka3aTu i Npo cBoto Bify, Tak He 3ayXxato, Tak i

KYHSI10... — TaK Ka3aB NaH COTHUK, KPINKO No3ixak4u.

Ocb Mpokin Puroposudy nilwoB NopsAoK AaBaTu, AK 3aBTpa BiAbOM
TONNTK, @ MUKUTa YNacoBuY fiir CnovYmBaTb Ta Hanepepn Tpoxa 4YMm n He

CbKaBCb.

Ha pyKy KOBiHbKa HawoMy naHy MMicTpsaky. 3pobus 3 NnaHOM COTHMKOM,
o rnomy Tpeba 6yno i HOro MOMy AaBHO XOTiNOCb. MNMowmnB y AYpPHi, NigBiB,
wo6 He cnyxaB NpeanucaHia Ha4YasnbCTBa, HE NLWOB Yy YepHiris, MoxXxe, Bif
TaTap abo Big nAxiB BiAbMBATUCH; @ MOKN KPUBUIN XBEPJIYLLEHKO 3 O4HOO
HOrol AowkKaHamba i Ha4anbCTBO NPOYUTa NENOPT, O NaH KOHOTOMNCbKWUIA
COTHWUK, 3aMiCTb Aina, NPUAHABCL BiAbOM TONUTU, NOAYMa, WO BiH TO 6yB
HEepPO3yMHWUI, a TO BXXe N 30BCiM oaypiB... "lMeBHO, NOro 3MiHATb, @ COTHUKOM
HaCTAHOB/ATb... BXe X Hikoro 6inbw, Ak meHe". Tak ayma cobi Puroposuy;
Ta KaXUKHYBLUW, K NaH 48K, 36upaloymncb YntaTm NoAyHOWHUL, gyma: "l
yparosum 6abam i Mmonognuam, XTo MeHi SKyCb KanocTb pobus, abo... Tee-
TO... HEe COTBOpMLLA MOC/yLLIAHIA... 3HAIO TaKiBCbKUX... YCiM Bigasa4y,
nosanosickyto ix gobpe! Cnacubi, Wwo Min gypeHb rHe wuto i nise y 6igy, gk
BiN1y apmo. Tenep, Mpokone, Tinbkn naHan!" Oani 34uxHyB, Ta caM cobi axk
roJIOCHO CKa3aB: "3ino Anf Haworo dbpaTymka, XMTPOro Ta PO3yMHOro
nucaps, NtobesHoE [ino €CcTb, Erga HavyabCTBYOWMNIA TaKUN AYPEHb, 9K HaLl
npicHoNMoMMHaeMnn naH 3abpboxa! He ockyaie i gecHnUs, i Wwynus, |

BOCMOJIHAETbCH KNLLEHS | CKPpUHA. He BMeHWw N, boxxe, TakiBCbkux!"

A\



CmyTHO i HeBeceno 6yno pas ypaHui y CJaBHOMY COTEHHOMY MiCTEYKOBI
KoHoTonmi. Xo4 A0 CXO04 COHLS, MOKM e N MiCALb He rapasfj CXOBaBChb, |
NigHABCb 6ys10 NO yCiM By NMUAM rOMiH, BiraHHSA, KpUK, ranac; Ta  CTUXNO, |
yBeCb HapoA We3, Tak Wo Hi N0 XxaTaM, Hi N0 BYIMLUSM HEMA HIKOriCiHbKO,
MOB Y LUMHKY Ha BesIKAeHb nepen ByTpeHelo. TibKN N 4yTU, L0 KOPOBU
CKiJIbKU € AiyXYy PEBYTb, 3aTUM Xa3AaNKN He WAy Tb IX JOITU | HEe AyMatloTb
BUFAHATKW IX 0O Yepenun; TensTa no xaiBusM, 4yuu, Lo IX MaTKN PEBYTb,
MeKaloTb i MoAaloTb FON0C, HIbM NpocsAYnch, Wob i iX WeuaLe BUNyCKaau,
OBEYKMN MEKeKaloTb; KO3n cobi TexX 3a HUMUK, Ta TynoTATb, Ta biratoTb No
3aropoji, WykKawTb, Kyan 6 To BUCKOYNTM i 3a cOO00 oBeYaT NMOBECTU; KOHI
PXXYTb Ha yce ceJsio, aX JlyHa No 30pi nae; No xXniBUAM rycu rerekarTb,
Ka4YKN KaxKaloTb, KBOYKN KyAKyOaKaloTb — 60 ycsakee anxaHie 6€3 4onoBivoi
MOMOLLI CTPpaXKaa; a Yyl4n Takuin reanT, cobakm To bpexanm, a To BXe
CTann BUTW; Mani AUTUHATA, Taki, WO We He 30y>KalTb XOAUTW, NTa3saTb KPYr
CBOEI 3anepTol XaTn Ta, y4enuBLINCb py4YeHATaMun 3a Npucny, CUIKY4YUCh,
NigHIMEeTbCA Ha HOXKEHATa Ta 3HaWAe Ha NpUCni CKiNoYky, Ta, y34BLUK Y pOT,
i CMOKYe 3aMICTb KiCTKWN, Ta K CTaHe y pykax il NoOBopo4YyBaTu, He
BAEPXKMUTbLCA Ta... MJIOCb BMN'ATb Ha LOJNIBKY, Ta 1 3aruiade; a TyT UyLeHs,
xopa4m 6nm3bKo, 3HaewW, i cobi ronogHe, niginge Ta n 06NN3ye CNI3OHLKN i
Kpan HoCa, i B pOTi 43MKOM BUVXKE, TO TYT ANTUHA, HE BMito4n 060poHNTUCS
BiO LYLEHSATN, We N Ay>K4e 3arosloCuUTb, AyMatoyu, LWo XTo-Hebyab
NpubixnTb Noro o6opoHUTN i 06iTEPTHU... Tak WO X 60! XaTn No ycbomy
MiCTEeYKOBiI N03annpoBaHi; Bo3u, nayru, 6opoHun, pana, oe 6ynm 3Bevopa
MOHaslarog>XyBaHi, Tak cobi i CTOATb; BO/IK, MOIBLUN CBOK CONIOMKY i Bavaun,
LLLO HIXTO iX He HanyBa i He 3anpsAra, No3puHann i niwnn cobi No By INUAM i

Ae He B3pATb Kanadukun abo pomeH i ycakum byp'saHeub, TO TaM i NacyTbCA...

Binga oakoBoi WKonAn — xo4 6u T06i oanH wkonsAp! | naH CumeoH,
AOXKKMAa4m iX, XoanTb 6inga WKoAM, Nnarogsa4ncb Ha MOXOPOHU i CMOMUHAKYN
Npo KyTito 3 MegoM, Ta NUJIbHEHBbKO NMPU3NPAETLCA Ha ABIp CTaporo Kupuka,
LLLO BYOpPA BXKE | MAaC/OCBATIE HAZ HAM NpPaBUJN, TaK YN HE KYPUTbLCS B HbOIO
3 Tpybu, Wwo, Mmoxe, BxXe i 06ia BapoTb, KoM BXXe BiH BMep; Tak 6a! i Tpyba
He KYpWUTbCH, i Y ABOPi HIXTO HE LWIACTA€ETbCA.



"Ekxe, ekxe! Hernm Bo3CcTaHeTb o4 oapa 6oni3Hi?" — gyma naH CUMEOH i
pO3Cy>Xa, XO04A4M No HaABIp'to, AKi TO l0AN Tenep Tyri Ha 340pOB'A Ta
[OBIrOBiYHI CTann; CNOM'sAHe NMPo Xonepy, AK-TO IM Torai 6yao Mmyapo Xxutu,
Ta 30UXHEe Ba)KKO, yBiNAe y XaTy Ta N CTaHe pi3Ku B'A3aTn Ha WKonsapis, wob
Hag KuM-Hebyab cepue CBOE 3irHaTHu...

Mo Bropoaam 6yp'sHeUb i BEIMYEHBKUI, Ta HIXTO X TO MOro i He ayMa
MOJIOTK, XOY Canku i nexxaTb 6iNg HbOro; a MPOMeX rpsgoK 3 po3Caaolo Ta
BypskaMu Ta NpoyOoo OBOLLOK A0bpe cnpaBiAlTbLCSA, XPIOKatoyun, CBUHI 3
nopocsTamu, i banagyxe, wob wo-Hebyob xa3srkaMm 30CTaBUTU: yce
MOBMIAAOTb | HOCOM KOMatoTb Taki HOBI FPSAKM, WO IMXa MaTepi onicsia HUX
Xa3sanka iy ABa AHA Y flaj He foBede; a Tenep HikoMmy ix i BurHatu, 60 Hema
HIKOro... Ta i Wo TO: i y CaM1X WMHKaX NYCTICiIHbKO; WNHKap ApiMa i cobi, Ha
nasi, 60 HIKOriCiHbKO, He TO W06 ropinky NUTKU, Ta N XXIHKK 3 HEBICTKaMu
HeMa, TaK TUM-TO HIXTO NOMY He BOPOHUTD i ApiMaTK; NOCYANHA B HbOrO, SK
e 3Be4opa rnonepecnosiicCkyBaB Ta NMOPO3CTaBAAB, TakK BOHA | CTOITb, i HIXTO
He HaBepHeTbCA Yy LWWNHOK i HOrol0...

Ta 4oro X uUe Tak y cQlaBHOMY COTEHHOMY MICTe4YKOoBi, y KOHOTOMI, 4oro
Tak CTasIo TUXO i CMYTHO, L0 He YyTW HISKOro Hi Big Koro rnacy? | Hi Ha
OOHIN BYNMLI He 30CTPiHEeLl Hi 0QHOro 4oJ10BiKa, HeEHavye — Hexan 6or munye!
— yCi ntoamn y yCim MicTe4ykoBi noBMupann, abo — i To He nyyye cmepTi —
KPUMCbKI TaTapu noxanann? [le ce BOHM NoAiBaNCb, WO nosiadirann i
Xa3aMnCcTBa CBOro, i AiTOYOK MaHeCeHbKNX? Ta Hexanm 6un BXKe »KiHKK: TM X0
Lifinn geHb, 3ibpaBWInNCh y Ky4dy, TEPEBEHI NPaBUTK, @ WO MY>XUKN IX Ta 4iTn
6e3 obiga, Tak TO IM i AapMa; a TO X i Hi 04HOro 4YOJI0BiKa y Ceni HeMa, Ta Lo
TO: | Takol ANTUHMK, WO BXXe bira, i Takol He 30CTpiHew!.. [le > TO BOHWU €7
Ere! AX reH-reH yci 3ibpannca Kpyr cTaBka Ta W AUBNATLCA... A Ha BiLLO
OVBNATBLCA, Tak ramv, ran! Takoro npuBuAeHiA HaBpad Y1 € XTO y HaLLIOMy
ceni camuin ctapun, wWob Tamume, ke Tenepedka byae B KoHoToni... Ta wo x
TaM Take?

Mecepepn cTaBy yOUTO YOTUPU Nani TOBCTEHbKMX, a@ Yropi no3s's3aHo
BipbOBKaMu Ta BN'ATb SKOCb-TO XUTPO Ta MyApO NepensyTyBaHoO; Ta 'y

KOXXHin nani yropi aipka npogosbaHa i Tyam BipbOBKa NPOCyHyTa... A no



CTaBKy I304Tb /OO Y YOBHaX, a BOHU He pubankun, 60 B HUX Ha YOBHaAX He
CiTi i He B'ATepi, a TeX BipbOBKWU... A 10 Ha Bepesi, Tak TaM-TO OTTO yBeCb
Hapof4 i3 CaBHOIro COTEHHOro Micte4yka KoHoTona iwe 3ibpaBCb, K i COHLE
He CXoawuno, i Micaub Herapasg 3aMwoBs... OT TaM-TO i MaTepi, WO NOKMNAANMN i
XaTw, i MAaHEHbKNX LITOYOK, i MOPOCATOK, | MTULIO, | KOPOBOK, i MO Ne4Yyam He
Tonuan. OT TaM-TO | HONOBIKU, LLLO NOKUAANN AOMA HELYKNX XKIHOK i
CKOTUHY i no3abyBanu, wo Tpeba y none ixaTtu... Yci, yci nozbupanmcs
AVBUTKCS, SKa TyT byae npossa...

Ta ynmano X ix TyT i 6yno! | no Bcbomy bepery, i Kpyrom no ropbukam,
OT SK 3epHa y MiWwokK HabpaTwn, Tak ix Tam TicHO 6yno. A xnonui Ta
nignapy6odyi, KOTpUM i3-3a NOLEN HIYOrO HE BUAKO, TakK a) Ha Bepbu

no3sa3nnuv i BKpUIN ix, MOB Ti rajku...

A KpUVK, a rOMiH Big Toro Hapopay, 6baTte4ykun! HeHa4ve Boga WyMUTb, AK Y
nosiab rpebnio Nnpopse: yci, yCi pa3oM roBopsATb, i HIXTO HIKOro He ciyxa, a
BXKE HIXTO, 1K HaLi XXIHOYKN-LOKOTYXn! OT TaM-TO i LUMHKapKa 3 HEBICTKaMun
CBOIMMU, WO 6€3 HUX TiSIbKN LWWMHKAPEBI i BUCMNATUCh; TOBOPSATD, WebevyTb,
PO3Ka3ylTb: XTO BYopa OyB Yy HUX Yy LWIMHKY, Ha CKiJlbKN BUMNMB 3a rpoLUi, Ha
CKiJibKM XTO Habop y36B, XTO L0 3aCTaBUB, XTO 3 KM i SIK MOJIasiBCS, KOro
NPUALLIIA XIHKa Ta 3aHsa1a 3 LWWMHKY, XTO XIiHKY Y NOTUINLIO NOrHaB i 04irnokK
3 Hel 36mB, L0 BOJIOCOM Ha BCHO BYJINLIO 3aCBiTUNA; 9K AiB4aTa, oOMaHIo4M,
3aMicTb 6yuiMmTo 6aTbKOBI, ANa cebe KynyTb ropisiky Ta No Bropogam
HULLEeYKOM 3 napybkamm n'toTb, Ta, NOHANMBABLUUCS, Nepekngannca Ta
6oponuncs Ta... "Toni-60! He yce po3ka3syn!" — 3aroMoHina WMHKapKa Ha
HEBICTKY, Tak Ta 1 3aMOBKJ1a; a Wocb, MabyTb, nobpe xoTiNna KasaTu...

A Tam, 3 gpyroro KiHus, kpan sepb, WwKonsapi 3aMicTb TOro, Wwob y wkony
NTN Ta KOMY 3 4acC/1I0BLUSA, KOMY 3 NCaNTUPSA CTUXU TBEPAUTU, @ KOMY MHO-TJI0
CkslagaTun, BOHU, 3i6paBLUINCh Y KYMKY, Ta CKOHMNOHOBAJIM BipLUY Ha CBOro

OSKa, Ta HALWEYKOM Ha LWOCTUI raac i BUCNIBYOTb:

MpungiTe yCi NnpnxoxxaHwu,



MoawuBiTechb, HaLi BCi AAKW N'AHI,

A Hanbinbwe CumeoH — obave,

Opf ropinkm Hivoro He Baye,

N Ha Kpunaci He BMi€ cniBaTwy,

| ncantTupsa 3abys yntaTtuy,

TinbKn 1 BMi€ WKonapam cybiTkn gasaty,

[lHecCb As4nxa pa3 noMy rosioBy Mmuna,

A, i3MUBLUKM, CBIT/NO Noracuna...

AK >e BpiXe IX Ha ciM cnoBi NaH CMMeOoH pi3Koto, WO 3 A0OMY MPUHIC; Ta
K MOXKEHE TX Hel A0 WKON, a CaM, MOoraHA4M ix, 60XKNTbCS, WO 3a Cloto
npuknagky, onpiyv cybiTtkmn* (*KapaHHa wkonapis no cyboTtax.), WO NO 3aKOHY
nopgoba, 6yne ix wkBapuTh Wo B 60ora AeHb UiINA MiCAUb...

A Tam, 6ing MAnHKa, oT Tam Wwo gieTbca! Manm, ran! AXX TpnauaTb KO3aKiB,
XTO 3 MiKOI, XTO 3 Harankoto, xTo 3 obpnM KNEM, XTO 3 BipbOBKOIO, a XTO 3
KOJIAKO0, Ta YCi XK TO Aep>XYTbCsA MiLHO 3a BipbOBKMW, @ TUMU BipbOBKaMM

3B'A3aHO ax< ciMm 6ab... A wo 10 3a 6abu, Tak 9 BaM pO3Kaxy.

MNepwa — 36yab-Bik MNpicbka Yupsaydka, 3Monoay He pas cugina y KyHi*
(*Cnpina nig apewToM, NMPUKyTa A0 LLEPKOBHOI CTIHN 3@ HEMOpPaAJIbHI
BYMHKMW.), NO3BOAWIIA HA TOW CBIT aXX TPbOX MYXMUKIB i yClo Xynoby
nonepeBoansia Ha 3i115 Ta KOPiHUi Ta Ha YCAKI JliKK, Ta U NiYNTb JIIO4EN Y
BiZL IMXOMaHKW, 4n Big rpusi i Big 3aywHuub, 60 BOHa 3Mosio4y faBuna
3iHCbKe LWeHS; 3HiMa oCcTyay, NepenoJsiox BUamnBa, 3JIM3yeE BiJ YPOKIB,
COHSLUHWMLI 3aBapioE... | HOro-To BOHaA He 3Hana? | oo Hel 3 yCix Micub, ax



BEepCTOB 3a ABaAUATb, HADKAXann 605LLi; TO iIHLWOMY, KOMY XUTWU, TO 1
NOMO>Xe, a KOMY BMepTHn, TO 3apa3 nicns ii Boauv i BMpe; 1o lNpicbka i Kaxke:
"He Tak BiH Heny»XaB, Wo6 nomy xunsoTiTu!" Pa3 naH MicTpsak Ta NONpocus Ti,
wo6b pnana nomy noboLlis, WOO NOro ycsaka 4u AiBkKa, Y MOIOANLSA, Ha AKY
OKOM HaKuHe, Wwob noro nonbuna; oTxe X TO BUNUB TUX NtobOLLIB Ta i
NiLOB Ha BEYOPHULI, Ta TisibKK BYN0 WO PO3XOAUBCH... K XXe NOMY
3aBaanTb! Tak i gogomy He fobir. OT 3 TOro 4acy i cTaB Ha Hel roHuTesb!

Opyra 6yna Xnmka Psa6okobununxa, ctap 40N0BiK, 3amMMpasia Ha CBOIM
BiKY; | BXXe@ KOJIM B KOIO Lo nponaje, TO U He AyMan iTU A0 BOPOXKKW; BOHA
caMmin yminin 6pexHto 3a0acTb, a CKa>ke Ha TOro, Ha KOro xo4e Ta Ha Koro
cepauTa. AN K He BipUTK, KOJIU BOHA, 3amMmpasLun, bavyumna, ake Ha TiM CBITI
€ MyYeHi€ i 3nogiakam, i TabalwHmnKamMm, i bpexyHam, i MaHOpbOXaM; Tak byno
KOro i 4o paTywi npmBenyTb, NinMaBLM Ha Bakwwi 3 oripkamn abo y komopi 3
casioM, Ta KoM XMMKa CKaxke, LLI0 He BiH BKpaB, To Byno 3apa3 i NnycTaTb Ta
MPMHBbLMAKTBLCA 3a TOr0, Ha KOro XMMKa CKa)ke, X04 Noro Torai iy ceni He
6yno. OTTak 6byno ckasana pa3 i Ha NaHa lMicTpaka — wo To! i CTapWwmnHN He
MUHyNa! — wo ByuimMTo BiH Y Yonosika 64>onun nigpizas. BOHO NoMy Tak i

MWHYJI0CH, 3BICHO, SIK MUCapIo, TiJSIbKW BXXe BiH Ha Hel 3 Til mopun Hauinms.

Tpeta — fABpoxa 3ybuxa, cTapa-CTapa Ta npectapeHHa! Ane ctapi giaw,
LLLO BXX€ HAaCuJ1ly HOMM BOJI0OYMYTb, Ta PO3Ka3yoThb, WO LWe AK 6y BOHU
nignapybo4nmmn, Tak BOHa i Torgi Taka ctapa 6yna, K i Tenepeykun; Tak Lo,
kKonu 6 He 36pexaTun, byno 1 niT Nn'aTaecaTt 3poay. | KaXyTb Npo Hei nan,
L0 BOHA K yAeHb, TO i CTapa, a 9K COHLUe 3aX0AUTb, Tak BOHa | MOJIOAIE; a Y
caMmy rnyny niBHi4 CTaHe MOJIOAEHbKOIO AIBYMHKOI, @ TaM i CTaHe CTapuTbCA
i O CXO4 COHUSA BM'ATe CTaHe cTapa, K byna y4yopa. Tak BOHa K NOMOJIOAIE,
TO N HagdiHe 6iny COpOYKY | KOCK PO3NyCTUTb, AK AiBKa, Ta 1 Nnige AoiTn no
ceny KOpOB, OBeyaT, Ki3, kobun, cobak, Kiwok, a no 6onotam xab, sawepunub,
rafilok... Y>Ke nak Taka He 3401Tb, KOro 3agyma! Xod i Hi 3a Wo i HiYOoro Hema,
TO BOHa Taku BOo3bMe CBO€. Pa3 naH nucap Puroposuy 4mtas nepepn
rpoMafol AKeCb-TO NpeanucaHie Big Ha4YanbCTBa, | X04 nepen TUM OHIB 3
N'AaTb KPINKO KypuB, a TYT Cknanas aobpe i Bxxe 6yno No Bepxam y38BCb, AK
ocb i nae 3ybuxa, Ta M rAsgHyNa Ha HbOTO, | TiIIbKW | BCbOro, LLO BCMiXHYacChb;

Tak Wo X? BiH 3apa3 bymary o6 3emnio, NiaTMKaBCa Ta 1 gaBawn Berepi* (*Pig



TaHUL0.) CKakaTu nepefd rpomagoto. Cmixy 6yno Takoro, wo He 1o wo! Ta 3
TOro 4acy i ctaB naH licTpsaK, TiIbKU X04 TPOLUKW NOrysif, TO 3apa3 i MoXeHe

xmumepn. OTTaka-To byna cs siBgoxa.

YeTBepTa — lNa3bka lclo4nxa, He 3 TaK CTapa. Tak Ta yce HULLKOM, He
XBaNA4mnChb, Yaknye. Tinbky i 6@a4aTb 1i, WO AK yCi NoNAratoTb CNaTu, a BOHA |
BUMNOE HAABIp Ta N MaxHe pyKow. TO Kyan MaxHyna, Tyanm i xmapu nigyTb. A
xT0 6 TO 0O Hel He Npunwos, Wwob abo nosBopoxxunna, abo fana AKUX NiKis,
abo xo4 wo-Hebyab Take, Tak Xou WO 6 i NOKJIOHY He NPUHIC, HIYOro i He
03bMe i Ka)ke: "f HiYoro He 3Halo; ifiTb cobi reTo!" Hy, Hy! Taka To 1 He 3Ha!

MN'ata byna Jomaxa KapitodkiBHa. AK wWe 3monony AiBysasa, Tak Taka
Byna xopowa, Wo 1 po3kKa3aTu He MOXXHa. 3poCTOM Cobi HEBeIMYKaA: XO0Y Y
SIKY XaTy BBinge, TO rosioBolO CTeNi AoCTaHe; cyxa Ta umbaTta; Ha ronosi
BOJIOCCH, SIK Ha Ky>XeJli BOBHA, a KOJIN PO334BUTb POT, TakK i ionaTa yni3e;
HICOYO0K, SK Yy psabus; a 9K AnBUTbLCA 3 KOHOTONa o4nusamMun, Tak ogHUM y Kuis,
a apyrum y binaropogn, Ta 1 Ti MOB CMETaHOIO 3asinseHi; a 1IM4kKoM bineHbKa,
K YyMallbKa COpO4Ka, Ta LWe K ToMy MOB rpabnamu ycs Teap ii nogpsnaHa.
OT 3 Takol-TO Kpacoto AiByBaJsia BOHA, AiByBaJsa; NepLl »kajana rnornosuis,
Aani cnycTuna Ha nNucapis 3 paTywi, 3abaxkana onicna Bxe i xnibopoba, Tak
6a! i nnumaH He gnBMTbLCA. Hivoro pobuTs! NnoB'aA3ana cigy rososy,
nepenLlsia XNTn y NycTKy, WO Ha feBadi, Haa 6onoTtoMm, Ta n cTana
YakJlyBaTu Ta ntoasaM KanocTi pobuTn. Bxxe i He gyman 1i HixTo 3aHaTu! Ocb
TiNbKN HE NOKOHWUCH 1 3BNYaHEHbKO, abo nxHM He 6ayvayn, abo wo-
HebyOb, TO 3apas3 i 3anaWnTb: "bygew MeHi, NeCbKNN CUHY, TAMUTKU; TpUBaKn
nnweHb!" To Tak i €: abo, xoga4u, cniTkHewcs, abo 3a 06igom nogasuLLCs,
abo n'aHnn wo-Hebyab 3arybull, a BXXe He MnHeTbCsa! Tak Tobi: Xxo4 — AK
TaM Ka)XyTb — He Tenep, a B YeTBep, X04 4Yepes rof, TiNIbKN BXKe He nponje
T06i fapom. AX cTpalwHo 6inbLw Npo Hei i po3kasyeBaTu. Lyp ! e wob He

NPUCHWUNACh...

LLlocTa byna Bekna, ctaporo LWTupi HeBiCTKa, a cboMa YcTa Xosobuxa;
TaK Hexan BXXe XTO iHLWWN PO3Ka3YyeE, a MEeHi HIKOJIN: YOroCb KOHOTOMCbKNI
HapoL 3arOMOHIB i 3aKOMNOLUUBCh, | KOMYCb PO3CTYNalTbCA | 4al0Tb A0
CTaBKa [0pory, Tak BXe Nak He [0 NOPOCAT, KOJIM CBUHIO CMaNAThb.



CMYTHWUI | HEBECENINW, HAAYBLUUCH, 9K TOM IHOUK nepepg iHan4YKamu,
xBabpoi KOHOTOMCLKOI COTHI NaH COTHUK, MukuTa Ynacosuy 3abpboxa, ige
[0 KOHOTOMCbLKOro CTaBka. XO4 Ha HbOMY | YepKeCckKa CUHS 3
Nno3akuayBaHUMN Ha3apg BUIbOTaMU i TaTapCbKMM MNOSICOM nignepesaHa, i
HOXXMK Ha NTAHLIOXXKY 3a HbOro 3aCTPOMJIEHUN, | MMKa BMUTa, | bopoaa
BUroJieHa, | Ha roJsioBi Warnka, Ta K nomy bynu odi 3acnaHi i HagyTi, TO 1
BUAHO 6yno, Wo BiH LiNy Hi4 rynas. Ta n npaBaa X byna: 3 Xypbu WiniCiHbKy
Hi4 CMOKTaB HOCaTKYy, a lNa3bka, HAaHbMNYKa NOro, 3Ha goameana. Tak nicng
Takoi poboTu KoM He BUCnnNLWICS, To 1 Byaews AOBro YMesniB CiyxaTu; g Bxe
ce 3Hato. Tak Kygn X nomy He 6yTu CMyTHOMY i HeBecenomy? Xou i Niginwos
[0 noaen, Wwo nepen HUM yci Wankuy no3HiManum i NOKNOHAITbLCA NOMY, a BiH
ine cobi, HagyBLUWCb, | Hi HA KOro i He AMBUTBLCS, TiIIbKX LWLOKN po3ayBa, Wwob
yCi 3Hann, WO BiH TYT-34€Cb € CTapLUUA.

OT miginwoB 00 CTaBKa, KNHYB OKOM CIOAN-TYAN Ta N KPUKHYB IPi3HO:

— A wo?

— CoBeplueHie yroTtosacs, — Bifji3BaBCb 4,0 KOHOTONCLKOI COTHI nucap,
Mpokin Puroposud lMicTpsk, ctosa4m 6ing KanaBypHUX, WO CTeperav HU3Ky
BiAbOM, | NPNANBAAKYNCL NNJILHO, WO6 KOTpa 3 HUX, NepeknHyBLUNCL abo
copokoto, abo cBuHelo, Ta He fana 6 Abopy; a AK NoYyB roMiH CBOro
HavaJibHUKaA, TaK 3apa3, 3HABLUM LWANO4KYy, i NigiAWOB A0 HLOrO, i
NOKJIOHUBCb NOMY HU3EHbLKO, | KaXke: — BoXXAeNiHHOro yMOoIi3CTyrnJeHis, 3

OHEBHUM MicTonpebuBaHieM, BaM, NaHe COTHUKY, yTpecyrybnsemo!

— Cnacubi! — cka3aB rosiocHoO Ysnacosuny, He po34yXaBLUUCh, WO NOMY
Harosopmue MnaH lMiCTpsAK, TeX He BMIBLWIMIK 0 fafy C/loBa CKa3aTu, a Tak, Wo
Ha yMm 3b6pegne; Ta Npu TiM CNOBI TiIbKK TPOXM NiAHAB WANKy 3 roJfloBM Ta
MepLWin 1T HANJKCHYB BN'ATb Ha roJIOBY Ta M CKa3aB NoBaroMm, ycCix o3mparymn
i Hi HA KO0 He AMBAYNCH: — 3400p0Bi! — A ce B)Xe 3BIiCHO, | yclognm Tak



MOBOAUTLCSA, WO YYMM HaYaJIbHUK OYPHILLIWUA, TUM BiH ropaiwmnni, i 3Han

AMEeTbCS, MOB LUKYPaTOK Ha BOrHi.

— 3n00poB byB, 6aTbKy, BEJIbMOXHUIA NaHe COTHUKY! — 3akK/iekoTiNna
rpomMaga, 3arysm 4oJ0BiKM, 3an4Wano XiHouTBO, 3anuuana aiteopa, Ta

MOKJIOHNNCb IZOMy HN3EeHbKO...

OT Puroposud i wenye naHy MMKMUTOBI Ha BYXO:

— CoTBOpANTE X AiNOHAaYMHaHIE, yrobsiTe y Hawin ManecTuHi NOpAaoK...

— Uyp oypHs, Ta Macha rpyaka! — wenHys NOMy Ha BiaBIT naH
Ynacosu4, — K MeHi yKoB3UTKn, 4m 9K TaM, KOJIM HIYOro i He BTOponato, wo

ce Take i €.

— Tak He TBOpiTE XX MeHi BO3KJIOHEHIS Hi y €AHIM aini! — cka3aB nucap
Ta W MiwoB A0 CBOro Aina.

Ere! Ta xo4 Haw naH COTHUK, MnKnTa Ynacosuy, i He MaB OeB'ATOI
KNenKun, Ta We Taku CTifIbKu ray3ay cTtano, wob posibpaTn, Wo Koam, Kaxe,
He Min, TO 1 He MUKANCA B pM3nN. 30BCiM He TAMUB Aina, Tak i He BepenyBaB
BXKE€ HiY0ro, He Tak, K Hall reHepaabHU cyansa, Hexan uapcTBye! Ton 6yno
— i He AyMan noro 30MMUHUTU: 41 0 fina, YW He 4o Aina, 3HawW NiaAnucye, Wo
nonaga. MNMucap 6yno 3onuHae, — Tak age! "He xo4y, — Kaxe, — wo6 gino
BaNIANIOCH; Nignuwy, oT nomy i KiHeub!" To, Byno, nnucap, KoM TiNbKK
nobayunTb, WO Cyansa y Konerito nae, 3apas i Xxosa yci 6ymMa)kkm, a To BiH iX
yCi 3apa3 i nonignuwye. Pa3 — o, cmixy 6yno! (9 we cnyxms Toai y Konerii i
BYMBCb Cknagnm nucaTun, 60 ByB we xson'a No geB'aTHaguaTOMy rogy) —
nMcap4aTa y384M Ta 1 cnucanu Taky bymary, wob cynnesi y 4eHui
NOCTPUITUCh, @ NOro XIiHKY BiAAaTy 3aMiX 3a NaHa 0603HOro, Lo 3 Helo
By10 YacTeHbKO y NicoK 3a rybamu xoamnu. Hy, Ta n NON0XKUAN TON ANCT
nepen Cyaneto; TiIbKW TakKW WO BBiNLWOB, CiB, N06a4yne Tom NCT, NOTAr A0
cebe, nepexpecTmsBCb Ta N Kaxe: "LL1o6 HepoBro mopntun! Hexam MeHi
AAKYOTb, WO WBNUAKO AiNO0 pillnB; @ BUHYBaTUI HEXaW XaslKye Ha cebe". Ta



yupk! i nignucas "pyKoto BJIACHOW". A XJ1onui — KUX, Kux, Knx, kux! Hacuny
nmcap 1IX y noTUAMLLIO MOMPOroHOBaB i, PO3TOJIKYBaBLUW CyAAeBi TOW JIUCT,
nopsaB MOro Ha WMaTKW... Ta fnapma; byaemo CBOE AOroBOPIOBATMU. .

OT naH YnacoBu4 CTOITb, COBI, y3aBWNCb ¥ BOKMN, AK TON XBEPT, L0 Y
KWIBCbKi FrpaMaTL,i, aX OCb i NiginwoB Ao Hboro Xoma Kannbeppaa, ctap
YOJI0BIK, Ta, 3HABLUW, LWAMKY, MOKJIOHVUBCb NOMY pa3iB 3 N'ATb, a Aai

OCMIJINBCb i KaXke:

— Cnacubi BaM, naHe YnacoBu4y, LLIO KOXaETeCb Yy CTapoBuHI. e
NOKiINHWI Baw Aiaycb, naH OnaHac,.Takn 3abpboxa, Hexan Ha4 HUM 3eMNs
nepom! i Ton He gaBaB Hac 300mxaaTu. Xo4 Tpoxu Oyso 3acyxa yxsaTe, TO
BiH 3apa3 3a NOraHCbKUX BiAbOM; Ta K TPbOX-4OTUPLOX BTOMNUTb, TO A€ TOW i

noul, o3bmeTbea! | yce 6yno rapasa! Lo To ctaposuHa! JliobesHe gino!..

— byne n HOBMHa HernoraHa, — CKa3aB NoBarom rnaH 3abpboxa Ta
BiACTYnuBCh Big Kanmnbepan, wob Ton He oy»xe Hanasme Ha HbOro i Wwob
4YacoM He no3anaHibpaTaBCb 3 HUM; Ta WoO6 WBKMALE BiJ HbOrO BiAYENUTUCH,
FYKHYB Ha PuropoBu4a i Kaxe:

— A wo?

A ToW, ynopaBLUXCb 30BCiM, ife 00 HbOro i KAaXUKAE, | YCU 3aKpYyHyE — ce

BXX€ TaKa 3BiCTKa, L0 3 MMUCbMa CTaHe roBOPUTU — Ta N Kaxe:

— Mpwcni ypem'a COBOKYMNJIEHIE COTBOPUTHU i MOrPy3NTUN HEYUCTOTY BO
ICTOYHUKN BOAHUA. AHYTe, bpaTie, nepsante!

KanaBypHe K03aLTBO, K MNOYyJIN MMCapCbKe NoBeiHiE, 3apa3s i
BigYenunn 3 BiAbOMCbKOI HU3KN Bekny LUTUpnxy; yxonunu ii MepLuin 3a pyKu
i 33 HOrM LynNKo, Wo6 He BUKpyTUaachb, Ta, PEroyyyu, i MOMYanm A0 YOBHIB...
BoHa kKpnuunTb: "Mpobi!" OiTouykn 6ixxaTb 3a HElO Ta royloCATb, HEHAYe BXe
BOHa i HeXXuBa; ctapun LUTnpa Tyom X 3a HAMKU WKaHanba, Ta nnaye, Ta nae

i KO3aKiB, | COTHMKaA, a Haunyuwie nucap4... Tak HIXTO IX i He BBa)Ka, a wWe



neski 3 Kydi kpuyaTs: "depxu-60, Nocune, ayxye! 6a4, NpydaeTbes..." A
iHWKM Kaxke "Monanack? A wo? Ce T06i He KOPOB y NiBHIY A0ITK..." Ta 1
BbaraTto ge4yoro npuknagyBanun, axxk Mnoku ii 4O YOBHa foHecnn, ytepebunm y
YOBEH, | TYT We nyuw aep>xajun. 9K xe OHeCAn 00 nafb, TYT CKPYTUAN 1
BipbOBKAMU PYKWM | HOrM rapHeHbKO; Ta BipbOBKW i nonpoaisanan y neTi, Wo
Ha nansx, Ta, NigCYHYBLUW il BipbOBKAMU Yropy, siK MJOCHYIN pa3oM y BOAY...

Ta, AK KaMeHIoKa, Niwsa Ha AHO, ax TiNbkKn Bynbbalukun 3abynbkoTinu!..

— TarHiTb Ha3ag, TarHiTe!.. He BigbMa BoHa, He BigbMa! — 3aryna
rpomMaza yB O4MH rosloc, a XTo MoJlogLWwmnin Ta 6amx4ye CToaB, Tak ax

KUHYJIUCb MOMIY AaTn TUM, WO 6ing BipbOBOK...

— Morpy>xanTe, Nnorpy>xanTe nave i navye Tpecyrybo okaspHyto guiepb
XaHaHencbkyo! — aK Bin pesiB Mpokin PUroposudy i cnnHas nogen, wob He

BNTaCKyBaJiKh Ha3aj Beknun.

— CnyxanTe MeHe, — Ha YCi 3aBoAun Kpnyas YacoBny. — Agxe s
COTHUK. 4 noBeniBato: TArHiTb Ha3an! Ag)xe He 3HMUPHYJA, TakK BOHA i He

BiAbMa.

— He BigbMa, He BigbMa; He 3HUPHYa, He BiAbMa; TArHiITb Ha3an! —
Kpun4aB yBeCb Hapof, i BXXe nucaps HiXTo He Nocsiyxas, i BUTArnmM Bekny
30BCiM MepTBY, Big4ennau Big BipbOBOK i, HE KNa4OBUBLUM Ha 3eMJIt0, CTan

Ha pyKax BigKa4dyBaTW.

MNMokwn cee Aianocb, NaH COTHUK, BiAMNOYMBLUKM ONiCcNa KPUKY Ta Typbauil,

nigknnkae Ao cebe Puroposunya Ta U CNUTaBCh:

— CKa»>Xn MeHi Ha MUNOCTb: 3a Wo il noBeniB TonnTn? XXiHKa LWe He

CTapa i baraToro i 4yecHoro poay; He 4yTun 6yso 3a Het HiFKOI MPUMXN.

— Cyp>Ky no npaBoTi i 6e3 yCAKoro BO3KJIOHEHIA AiBCTBY, — CKa3aB
Puroposun4, — oHa CyTb X04a iwe i 6e3 CTapocCTi XXOHa, HO iMaTb NiHA3en*
(*r'powen.) oo Gica. NMpocmx — i He gana; No3myax — i He NoBipuna; CTpaxi



npegax — i He BigKynasacs, skoxxe Apyrii npodyii. Cboro paan po3Mmnc-anx o
MOrpy3nTWN i HE I3TOPrHYTU OTTONI, AOHOEXE He AaCTb MEHIi, HOro i KOJIMKO
npowy. XXuneyLa, MmaTtepi it 4yns, Tpecyrybo kusyuia. 3pto, WO BXe 1i
BioTpycunn. Hexam 6narogeHCTBYETb 00 SKOro Yacy. A Bo3ganTte cloam YCTio
Beyepuxy! — rykHyB PUropoBu4y Ha KajlaBypHUX.

MpuTtackanu YcTio, i Te X yce 6yno, wo 3 Beknoto, Tinbkn YcT4, gk
MJCHYNN 1Ty BoAY, TakK TYT I i aMiHb! Xo4 | Tpycmnau, Tak i He BigkKavanu,

TakK i 30CTanachb.

NMnTaBCb NaH COTHUK Y NUcaps i NPo Clo, TaK HALLEYKOM NOMY NPU3MNaBCh:
"LLlo, — KaXxe, — »xeslax CoBOKYnNMUTUCA 3 il guiepieto Opapieto, ayxe
ninoobpasHoto, i BOHa, Tpecyrybo HeyecTmBas, 3aMiCTb XXENaEMOI AiBuL,i,
BO3KJIOHWJ1A Y KULLEHIO MO0 TUCALLEKNATUN rapbys i nokpu npeaHas i
3aHAS MOS CPaMOTOLO, KO pybuuiem. Tak ce in 3a OHOE AisI0 TaKoBas

nMHxBa..."

AX oCb | Nepemiwwas iMm TanumiH JleBypaa, KNaHAYNCb HU3EHbKO, i

NPOCUTb:

— BbyabTe nackasi, NaHe COTHUKY YnacoBuyy, Moxxe 6, Cnosiockanu i Moto

XKIHKY Tpoxu, 60 TPOXM BOHa Y1 He BiAbMYE...

— [aBan ii ctoan! — HeHaye npocnieBaB, Tak 3aroBopuB naH 3abpboxa. —
Y Hac He nonagancb, 3apa3 NPOBYMMO, a HanbinbL TuX, Wo Aobpux noagen
3aMiCTb PYLWHKKIB Ta roayoTb rapbysamu. — Ta 34yMaB CBOE JINXO, 30UXHYB

Ba>XKO Ta rosioBy NOHYpPUB i CTOITb.

A Mpokin PuropoBuy we Tinbku no4vys, 06 4im JleBypAa CcTaB npoxaTu, Ta
TakK i 3aTPYCMBCb, HEHAYe LMUraH Ha MOpPO3i; 04i MOMY TakK i 3abanckanu, Nuka
rnoyepsBoHina, rybu 3agpuxanu i negse-nenBe MoXKe CJI0BO NMPOMOBUTH:

— A 9K TW... @ 3@ WO... TBOI XiHKY noTonnAaTu?.. xiba > BoHa

BosilwebCcTBYE?



— A 9K Xe He BoswebcTcBy€e? — Ka3aB TanumiH Jlesypaa Ynacosuyy. —
Ocb cnyxanTe cioaun, pobpoaito! PasiB 3 4eCATOK TakKe MeHi . NpUBUAEHIE
6yno, Wwo y caMy rayny niBHi4 XTOCb i CTyKa Yy BiKHO; CTyKa, CTYKa, a>k MoK
Mo CTexa, 3HaETe, XiHKa, MPOKMHETLCHA; MPOKMHETLCA Ta 1 BUNOE 3 XaTu, a
S1 1 3aCHY; Ta BXe nepep CBiTOM BEPHETLCH; TO A N nuTato: "[le Tu, Kaxy,
Bbyna?" Ta BoHa 1 Kaxke: "Xoguna A0 KOPOB, TakK OTCe 3Mep3/a, Ta i nsxy". A
a Kaxy: "Jlaran", a BoHa i igKe Ta, Ka)ke, 3Mep3Js1a, a caMa, K BOroHb. Tak
ce, 6baunTte, nobpoaito, BOHa He 00 KOPOB yCTaBasla, a YaklyBaTu, NeEBHe,
YakslyBaTW. A TO Ha Ti Hedini, Tak 9 BXe iMeHHO 6a4ymB YopTa XXUBICIHBKOrO,
OT SK 9 BacC, NaHe COTHUKY, bonanm 6u 3g0posi bynun. Ocb BavnTe 9K: NoixaB A
Ha APMapoOK Ta MaB TaM NMpobyTn Tpu OHi, Ta 9K MeHi 3aBaAno, Tak Ay TON
>X€e [eHb i BEepHYBCb Mi3HO YHOYi. CTYK-CTYK Y XaTy — >XiHKa He Big4nHsa i 3
KUMTOCb PO3MOBJIA Ta perovyeTbCs, i CBIT/IO € B HUX. A AK PBOHYB ABepi, TakK
3allinka i Bigcko4mna, a s BBINLWOB; AMBJIIOC... @X B HEl B FOCTAX YOpT, Ta
oT, K 6ba4ynTe, C/IOBHICIHBKO AK MaH nucap Mpokin Puroposu4, Hexan 340p0B
Obyne; Taka NoMy i NMKa, i ogexa, i yce Take. 51 00 4YopTa, Ta BiH Big MeHe; A
3@ HUM, a NPOKAATUN YOPTHAKa Ta Yy CiHM (@ CiHeWHi ABepi 3aCyHYB S TakKn);
BiH 6a4unTb, WO Henepenueskn, Ta 'y Tpyby; A AK 3/19Kal0Cb, K BEPHYCb Y
XaTy, Ta Ha Nij, Ta Wo TO: N KOXXYXOM YKPUBCb, @ CaM APUXY 3 Nepesisky,
o 6aymB YopTa i MOA XKiHKa 3 HUM APY>XUTb. OT 4 BaM i Ka)Ky: HernesHa Mos

>KiHKa, 30BCiM HeneBHa, CroJsoLWiTh I XO4 TPOXU, MOXe, Torgi aow, nige.

— A wo X? Tak i cnonocHyTw. NaHe nucapto! aHy! — Tak-To CKa3as NaH

COTHUK PuropoBuvy. 9K e TON KpUKHEe Ha HbOro, Tak Lo Hy!

— Yun BM 00ysnn? — 3aKpu4aB Ha HbOro, — Ym BM Takm NonNpocTy
oaypinn? Bam He OOBJIE HIAKOro pilleHHs icnyckaTn 6e3 noTpebHOCTi MOEl,
3aTuM, Wo Tpeba ycakee Aino yrob3nmTm i 3aKOHHEE NMPUCOBOKYMJIEH e
COEAVMHNTMN. A Tu, racnnacbka Jlesypaa! oT WO KacaTenbHO Tebe 3aKOoH
nosesiBa: OHOro HeK4YMMoro TannMmoHa JleBsypay, HaBaXKeHiem CBOIM
npuBeaLIero COXXUTIE CBOE, CMPIY XiHKY, A0 apyxentobis, 3 caTaHO, — AyX
CBAT Npu Bac, NnaHe Ynacosuny! — y6o nogobaeTb 3abntn cAKOMy-TakoMy
CUHY HO3i Yy Knany. Aros, xnonui! NonmiTe noro i BoaBopiTe y paTyLly i
MPUCOBOKYNIiTE HO3i NOro Ao Knaaawn, 60 caM CO3HaAHIE YYMHUB, WO BUAIB i



0Cs3aB XMBOro 4opTa; YOO BiH € KONAYH, Yak/yH; BOYTpPI€ i36M0 KUSM1 CbOro

rpiluHUKa.

Mokwn ce MicTpsAK po3kKa3yBaB, a cepaeLwHoro JleBypay BXxxe n noM4yanum
[0 paTywi, a PUroposuny noBsiB OKOM Ta 3 SKOKOCb MOJIOAULIED YOPHABEHBKOIO
33UPHYBCb, YCMiIXHYBCb, MOKPYTUB YC Ta N F'YKHYB Ha KaJlaBypPHMX KO3aKiB:
"AHYyTe, BOABOPANTE y npeicnogHii soan Jomaxy KapnwodkisHy!" | nicns
Kapnio4kiBHI TiNlbKK 3abynbKoTiNO... A rpomaga, 6avaym, Wo BOHa He
BUPWHaA, 3aroMoHina: "Hi, BoHa He byna Bigbma, He byna!"

| Mpicbky Ynpsadky, i Xumky Pabokobunuxy, i Ma3sbky MNcovnxy Tonmnm, i
KOTPY BTOMWAW, @ KOTPY BiABOJIO4ANN, LLO Hapon ax 06 nonu pykamu 6'e Ta
OVBYETLCA, WO, Kaxe: "[le )X Tad BigbMma? OT yCiXx TONWUAN i yCcsika NOPUHA, a
BiibMa He 3HaxoauTbcAa". MnkuTa YsiacoBny BXXe 1 ApiMaTun CTaBs; Mo Noro,
Tak BXe 6 nopa i gogomy: 4m 6yayTb AOLWI NTU, YN Hi, NOMY HY>XXAW Mano; He
CTaHe cBoro xniba, noMy npuHecyTb: KoOHOTON He Mane ceno; 6e3 cBapku i

Nankn i 6e3 no3mBaHHA He obingeTbCs.

Yce 3Hamn nosixa Ta nornsga Ha ceoro licTpska, wo 3agayMmaBchb Ta
nanbLeM 3Han WTpuKa To y 106, TO y HiC, AyMaB-AyMaB Ta N KPUKHYB:
"laBal 0OCTaHKM BO A3MuUAX. BogBopi-ke ciogm Aspoxy 3ybuxy!" MNpunepnu n
Ty, Bigonxasam 4YoBHOM 00 Nab, NiaB'a3asan BipboOBKaMu, NigHAIN 4OMOPMU...
nntock! Ak 06 oowky, Tak Hawa fBaoxa 06 BoAay, i HE MOPUHA, a AK
pnboHbKa NoBepX BOAU, TaK i 1eXXUTb, i 360BTaETLCA 3B'A3aHMMN pyKaMun Ta
HOramMu, BUXNA YepeBOM i NONepeKoM i MpUrosBoproe: "Kynovkun-kKynyci,

KYMOYKU-KYNOHbKKN!"

YBecb Hapof Tak i »kaxHyBcb! "OT BiAbMa, Tak, Tak!" —3akpuyanu yci; a
Munknta YnacoBuy sk nosixas, Ta nobayme cee AMBO, Ta Tak MNOMYy poOT
PO33ABJIEHUIN | 30CTaBCb; a [pokin PUropoBumy Tak a)k TaHUIOE NMoHapg
Bbeperom Ta 3HaM Ha TPYAAWNX KpU4nTb: "Bo3TarHiTe we! Bep3iTe BO TbMy
BOoAHYM!" Tak wo X 607 9k He NawnKye, a ABAOCI HiYOro He 3pobuTb.
MigTArHYTh, renHyTb il CKiJIbKN CUIN Yy BOAY... TaK He NMopuHa Ta N He

MopwWHa, Ta We 1 ray3ye Hafg yciMa, Ta yce 3Han ToBYe: "Kyno4Kn-KyrnoHbKn".



— A BO3HEeCIiTb CiMO KaMeHis i nanHxsoginaHial — 3aymas naH MicTpsk, |
TaK i Hapogmnacs uiniCiHbKa Ky4a Leram i KaMeHIOK YCAKMX, WO XJ10Mui,

NOYYBLUM MPUKa3, 3pa3y MOTHYJINCb i HaHeCaW.

— Bo3noxiTe KaMeHis Ha He4YeCTUBYIO BUIO. 11, | Ha pyui, i Ha HO3i 1T | Nakn
noTonnsanTe ii, — Tak KyMaHAyBaB PUroposuy, axk NigCcKo4vy4m Kpyr CTaBKa,

Ta 3 cepus axx 3ybamu ckperove.

Hag'A3ann MOTOPHILWIi WiNICIHBKY HU3KY KaMEHIOK Ha BipbOBKY, i,
NigBi3WM Ha YOBHAX, a)X HAaCUy TPU YONOBIKU MIOHANN TYIO HU3KY Ta 1
HakuHynn dspoci 3ybuci Ha wuto i AymatoTb: OT nipHe! A BOHa, yparosa
6aba, i He oyma; nnaBa NoBepx BOAM, Ta WO 0CNOOOHNAN T PYKY i3 BipbOBKMU,
TaK BOHa Hel NoJioweTbCa Ta N xapTye: "A Wo X? HaMUCTeYkKo MeHi Ha
LINIO NoYenuaun, a NepcHie i Hema? Ere! bay, aki nobpi! keTe i nepcHiB Ha

PYKW i 3aMiCTb YepeBUYKIB HOro Ha Horun".

— CokpywanTe Tpecyrybo oKasgHHYIO KOLWYHKY XaHaaHCbKY0, OLepb
Xannencbkyt! — KpuyaB, gk onedeHun, Npokin PUroposumy Ta ak 3aniHUBCH,
K CKa>XeHunn, 6avayum, Wwo Hivoro BigbMi He 3pobuTb i WO BOHa Hag HUM

KEenkye.

Hag'A3ann in Ha pykn i HOrM KaMeH4Y4 — BOXXMBCb TOMN YONOBIK, LLO
MEeHi Npo ce po3Ka3yBaB; a XTO 1 Ka3aB, KOAW 3HaeTe, Moxmum XBanaa, Lo
no3aTopik BMep, — TakK BDOXXMBCb, WO NyAiB ABaAUSATb HaB'A3a1M U Ha WKLo,
Ha PYKW i Ha HOruW, Ta, BigYenuBLLW Bif BipbOBOK, Tak ii 1 NyCTUAN Yy BOAY...
Tak wo x 60 6byaew 3 cyyoto-npecyyoto 6aboto pobuTtn? Tak i NnnaBa NoBepx
BOAM, i pykaMu i Horamm 60BTaEeTbCA Ta 3HaW NpuUroBoploe: "Kynoyku-
kynyci!" A pani yparosa 6aba obizsanacs i 4O nucapsa Ta 1 novasa Noro
knmkaTun: "A xogwn, MNpokino4ky, ctogn! Hymo ykynui kynatmuce. Xoaun-60, He
copomcb! Ocb HaaiHy Ha Tebe HaMNCTeYKo i NepcHiB Tobi gam..." A
PuropoBuny axk yBecb 4y6 obipsaB cobi 3 cepus, Wwo 1 noraHeHbka 6 1o 6aba,
Ta HaZ HUM rNy3ye; fani KWHYBCb 00 YNacoBMYa Ta N Kaxe:



— HecyMHuTenbHo cia 6aba cyTb oT 6ab ermneTcbknx. BoHa exngHa
npentoTa, NOXNTUNA AOXKAEBME Kani i ckpn y cebe y 4BaHLUi abo y iHOMy
micuesi. [MoBenun, NnaHe COTHUKY, BO3MYTUTU 1l po3aHaMu, Ae npoTepnnTb 0
HeCTepnMMOCTI i Aa po3NyCTUTb XNA06m BOAHII, i 4@ OPOCUTLCA 3eMAs.

— He BTOpoONato, naHe nNucapio, WO BM rOBOPUTE; @ 9 Kaxky BaM, pobiTb,
L0 3HaA€ETe, Tinbky wenawe, 60 Bxxe obigHA nopa. 1 6 BXXe faBHO AaB AbOpy,
TaK X04eTbCA AMBUTUCH Ha CHOKO KyMegito, Wwo Ha 6abi uiniciHbkuin Bi3
KaMiHHS, @ BOHa He TOHe, a naaBa noBepx Boan. PobiTe cobi, wo 3HaeTe, a 1
Obyny Ha rotoBe AMBUTUCHL; S Ha Te Yy KOHOTOMi COTHUK.

Mosenis Puroposudy ninmaTn y BoAi BiabMy ABAoxy, Tak ge! Xnonui
YOBHaMMU 11 | HE 300XKEHYTh, | BIpbOBKaMW HaKMAATb, TaK yCe Hi40ro; Tak
NPyAaKo niaea, K Tas WykKa, TiNIbKK1 nonepeny i nosany xsuns ycrtae, 6o
3BiCHO, fIK BigbMa MsiaBa: BXe nak He no-Hawomy! Nnasana-nnasana,

LWIHUpPpSANa-WHMpSana, Ta 9K 6a4nTb, WO yCcix noToMuNa, Tak i Nnigaanace...

LLlo )X TO 3paayBaBCSA HapoA, K 3nananu BiabMy Aspoxy 3ybuxy! Yci
Kpun4aTb, FOMOHATL, Bi>kaTb 00 HEl, NPOTU HEel; YyCAK Xo4e TycaHa abo
3anoTUIUWHMKA 11 faTW... Ta 1 € 3a Wo! Hexan He Kpage 3 Heba xMap, He
X0Ba gouly y cebe Ha MUCHUKY... OCb, SK ycCi BixkaTb Kpyr Hel, TO 3a Heto, a i
aX Ha pykKax HecyTb, 6bos4unce, Wob He BupBanacb Ta He BTEKa, @ BOHa 1
bannyxxe! BoHa cniBa BeCifIbHOI MiCEHbKW, AK MOJI04a 3 APYXXKAaMU XO0AUTb. A
Haw Puroposundy nepepn Bene Ta ax 6iXKUTb 3 pafoLLiB, WO TakKKU Hanas Ha
BiAbMY i LLLO BiH i Tenep CKpyTUTb i BUMY4MTb 3 Hei, wob Bigaana ooui
Ha3ag, Wo nokpasa, Ta 3 paaoLliB Taki 6ansacm To4UTb, WO HEe TiSIbKK XTO, Ta
n cam cebe He po3bepe, WO BiH i roBOpUTL. Jani 3akpunyas: "A gagite cimo
BepboOBUX i yABOWTE /I030BUX | BO3rAymiTe ii, e1mko cuiam Bawoi byge!"

e B3anunce i pizkn. CKkpyTnnam 3ybuxy ABOoxy; TiIbKW WO KNACTK ii, BOHa
AK-TO PYKY BUMNpy4asia Ta /N NoBesia HeK KPYroM rno Hapoay; 0TKe X
cnyxanTe, wo 3 Toro byge. OT i nonoxxunun ii; No ABa napybka Cino Ha pyKn i
Ha HOrMW, a ABa Y3510 340POBEHHI MYYKN Pi30K Ta 1 NoYanam YNCTUTU: OxKe-
nxe! pxke-pxe! axk 3acananuck! 6'voum, 6'10Tb-6'10Tb, | BXXE Lypnankun
neTaThb... A Wo ABaoxa? Jlexxa4uum nig piskamu, Kasky Kaxe: "bys cobi 4on0Bik



CakKa, Ha HbOMY cipa cipM's>KKa, MOBCTAHA LWano4yka, Ha CMWHI 1aTO4YKa; YK

XopoLla Mo Ka3oyka?"

— Ta bunTe okasHHYIO XaHaaHKy! — aXk 3apesiB icTpsKkK.

Xnonui oepyTb womora, a Asgoxa cBoe: "l B KaxxeTe: Ta bunte
OKaSAHHYIO XaHaaHKYy, i 9 Ka)Ky: Ta bunTe okasHHY XxaHaaHKy; 6yB cobi
yonoBik Ca)kKa, Ha HbOMY Cipa CipM'a>XKa, MOBCTSAHA LWANO4YKa, Ha CrVHI

JIaTO4YKa; YMm xopoLla Mos Kaso4ka? "

— Ta nepiTb Ay4ye! — KPUKHYB LLLO € MOYi CaM MNaH COTHUK
KOHOTOMNCbKNN, Mnknta Ynacosmd 3abpboxa, WO BXXe oMy ayxe bpaso 3a
XKUMBIT | MeYviHKkn nig cepue niactynanum, 6o He obigas i 4OCi.

Xnonui nepeMiHnANC, Y3911 NMy4YKKn i cTanm nopotun, a 3ybuxa 3Ham CBOE
ToBYe: "l BM Ka)KeTe: Ta AepiTb AyXKYe, i A Kaxy: Ta AepiTb ayx4e; 6ys cobi
yonoBik Ca)kKka, Ha HbOMY Cipa CipM'aA>XKa, MOBCTHAHA LUANO4YKa | Ha CMWHI

NlaTo4Ka, 4YM xopolwla Mosa Ka3oyka?" ~

— ConniTiTe po30HaLIlO 3 TEPHid | yaBOUTe 11 NMopyraHisa Ha naasii! —
CKyMaHpAyBaB naH licTpsak, 40Bro gymaswu, wo 6 1o in we npuaymaTb.

Xnonui 4yewyTb ABAOXY TEPHOBMMU, a ABAOXa CBOE TOBYE: "l BU KaXkeTe:
COnniTiTe PO30HaLIto 3 TepHiA | yABONTE NMOpyraHia Ha NaaBil, i 9 Kaxy:
CoOnniTiTe PO30HaLIto 3 TepHia | yaABONTe rnopyraHia Ha naasil; 6ys cobi
yonoBik Ca)kKka, Ha HbOMY Cipa CipM'a>XKa, MOBCTSAHI Warno4ka, Ha CiunHi

JNaTO4Ka, 4N XOopoLua MOo4A Ka303KKa?..

Ta ”n 0O Be4YOpa He MeperoBopuLLl yCboro, wo Tam 6yno! Bxxe He Tinbku
Puroposwuu MNicTpsak, Ta n caM COTHMK 3abpboxa noyaB cepanTUCh, LLO HEMA
KiHua giny; 6'toTb-6'toTb 6icoBCbKy 6aby, CKinbku xnonuis nepemMiHMNOCS,
CKiNlbKKM pi3ok nepebpanu: i Bepbosux, i bepes3osBunx, i TEPHOBUX; a i He
MNO3HAYMJI0Cb HIYOro, HeHa4ve TiNIbKW WO Ndarna i Hi Tpiwe4dkun i He BuTa, a

BOHa cobi 3Han ToBYe 4osiosika CaxKy...



OTXKe X TO 9K Ce€ AIETbCA, | FaCNUACbKY, KaTO/IMKOBY ABAOXY 6't0Thb,
NpoJi3 CKpPi3b Hapon, Wo Tak i o6cTynunm ABAoxy, Ta 1 He HAAUBYIOTbLCS,
HNemko LBaHAawopa, cTap YON0BiK i HeNneBHU. NMoANBUBCL-NOANBUBCD,

NMOMOTAB FOJIOBOKO Ta N Kaxke:

— A o ce BaM 3a irpawkun ganmcsa! Y 1o naHy COTHUKOBI 3HaTb CKYYHO
CTaNno, Tak BM noro 3abaBnideTe, AK Many ANTUHY, WO pi3KaMun nopeTe,
HeHa4ye Koro nyTHboro, sepboBy Kosnony?

— 9k Konoay? Lo ce BiH Kaxke? [le Tam Konoay 6''oTb? — 3aryna
rpomMaga i, AUBYHO4YUCh, PO3MNUTYE.

— [e konopa? He 6aunte? Oueitbca X! — cka3as LLIBaHawopa Ta 1 NOBIp
PYKOI MO Hapo4y HaBMaku COoHUS... Tak Wo xX? YaneneHie Ta n rogi! Torai
yCi nobaynnn, Wo nexxntb ToBCTa BepboBa Kosioda, nonepenyToBaHa
BipbOBKaMU, i CNAATb Ha HI YOTUPU XN0ONUSA 300POBEHHUX | AePXXYTb 1I
sKomMora, wob He nNpy4anacb, a 4oTupu 6't0Tb Ty KOJIOAY 30 BCIEl CUAKn
[00bpuMKM pizkaMu, HeEHa4vye KOro NyTHbOro. A 6ind Tiei Konoan NexXxmntb cama
no cobi Aspoxa 3ybuxa i He 3B'A3aHa, | pero4eTbCr, ANBASYHNUCH, 9K
npaulTbCa N0AM 3aMiCTb Il Ta Hag Koo4ok. Tak, CKaxeTe, ce i He
yaueneHie? Ce BoHa, SK il MoOKNagaam napuTn, Tak BOHa PYKOIO NoBesia Ta W
HanyCcTufaa Ha ycCix, XTo TyT 6yB, Mapy, a [leMKO 3 CBi>XMMKN O4YMMa NPUNLLOB i
6a4umB, WO TBOPMTHCSH, | K AeL0 3HaB i BMiB MPOTY 4Oro wo-Hebyab
3pobunTn, TO BiH i BiABiB Mapy Big ntogen. OT Torai Tinbkn nobaynnn, wo
bunn He ABpoxy, a BepboBy Konoay.

— Kunx, Kux, Knx, Kux!.. — 3aperortascsd Hapoga. B>xe Hallo naH nucap, wo
CepaAuBCb KPINKo, a TYT i CaM po3peroTasBChb, K Y34pPiB TakKy Kymegnito. | 1o x
byaoew pobntn? 3BICHO, O MPOTUB HACUJIKX HIHYOro He 3pobuil, Konnm He
BMi€LW SK 1i BigBeCTU. Hy, NOCMIABLUNCE, MPUWHANNCL PAAUTUCK, LLO 3
Asnoxoto pobutun. Ton Te, apyrmunm apyre Kaxe, a [lemko LLIBaHatopa, Ton
rapasf HaB4MUB:



— TaKn, — Ka)Ke-Hi4oro He AyManTe, a NMoJIoXKMBLIN, AanTe obpy
XJI0CTY, MNOKM BEepHe OOl Ta pocu, Wo, 3Hato, B HEl Ha MUCHUKAX Ta Ha
nonuui. Ta He 6inTecb Hi4Yoro. MNMpn MeHi He 3ay>Ka HaBeCcTn. Konn X |
HaBede, TO A BiABeOy. X04 BOHa i BigbMa, Ta N MU, X04 He yce, a Wo-Hebyab

Taku 3HaeEMo. Hexan BOHa i Nnpupoa>keHa, a f; TiJIbKNn B4eHUn, Ta gapma!

MNob6auynmo!
— Tak BO3KJIOHITb Xe 1l nakn! — 3akpu4as PUroposuy, — i COTBOPITh i
LKONAPCbKY CiKYLit0, KO e i HaM BO OHOE ypeM's cybiTkn TBopuwa... — Lle

nobpe i He BUMOBMB, a XJ10MLi BXXEe i MOTHYJINCb: po3nepe3asnn, NOJI0XNIN,
Ci4yTb... | BXXe Hallin ABOOCI He A0 Ka3KW; BXe i B | HEl y caMol Ha CMNWHi...
NIATOK 3 cimpecsT, K y 4yonoBika Cakku... MoB4Yasa-mMoBYasa, XOTifa
BiATEPMNITUCD... TaK LWe He POAMBCb TOM YONOBIK, Wo6 yTepniB Niag pizkamu!
Hani K 3aCKaBY4YUTb, K 3aCKUTNNTb... @ AaNi K CTaHe KpunyaTu: "He byay
[0 cyny, 0o Biky!... baTeyku, ronybymkun!.. nycTiTh, NyCTiTb!.. BEPHY 1 AOLLI,
BepHy 1 pocu... | byay T06i, naHe COTHUKY... i Tob6i, Puroposunyy... y Benukin

NpuUrogi... TiNbKW NyCTiTb..."

— lNoai, — noeiB MnknTa YnacoBmny rosiocom nosakHo. A lMicTpak 3Haun
CBOE:

— Ycyrybnamte nade i naye!

Xnonui He 3HaloTb, KOro 1 C/lyXxaTu: NMoJsioBUHa 6'€, a apyra »xxnae.

— A 6opan Bac, NaHe COTHUKY! — Tak 3arap4asB Ha HbOro MaH
Puroposuy. — lwe 6yno yn'ateputb nogobano 3a TakoBOE 35104igHiE... Ce
BOHa MeHi 3pobuna, Wo g nicnsg nepenot xmMepu norHae. OTTake
3/104ISHIE... ;

— Ane! 3nopisHie! — cka3aB naH 3abpboxa, — Tob6i 6 yce Tinbku
3N104IAHI€ | pobuTU. TYT TiNbKN TPUXM Ta MHUXK, a BXXe obigaTm nopa. LLe 4u
Oyne nicns Takoro nmapJsia AOL, YW Hi, XTO NOro 3Ha, a Wo MW roJIoAyeEMO, TakK
ce NeBHO. A Wo HaM cyyda 6aba 3 cepusa yTHeTb akuin belwkeT, Tak i Toro



Tpeba 60aTnCca? 3Benn nneHb NOKUHYTU ABAOXY, HEXAW BigNOYMHE Nicns
Takol baHi. Hexanm Tenep xaHbku MHe, MU LWe nobepemMocs A0 Hel. Xo4imo,
Mpokone Puroposunyy, 0o MeHe. MNMa3bka HaBapuia myaporo 6opuyy. A nicns
06ig He 6yay cbkaTuUCb Ta po3KaxKy Tobi, skuin meHi 6elikeT 3pobnnu
nosas4opa y be3sepxiMm xyTopi. Tu we cboro He 3Haew. Cka3aBLwun cee, NoTAr
naH Ynacosuny gogomy. MNMpokin PUropoBnYy Hawl 30CTaBCb i CTOITb, MOB
obneyeHnn. Y3aam noro AyMKnM Ta ragku, SKUn-to tam bewkeTt 3pobunm
naHy COTHUKY Ha be3Bepxim xyTopi? JymaB— oymas, a ABOOXY 3a TUM 3Hau
YyewyTb, aX Lypnanku netate! Oani nigHAB naneub OOropu i Kaxe:
"Norapaseb! e, e, e, el Cboro meHi i Tpeba 6yno! A nokmHbTe, xnonui 6iaHy
6aby nozanpacHo Mmy4nTu. MNMaH COTHMK 3BeniB Byno ii napuTn 4o Bevopa, a A

T noMmunnyro".

Migsenn dsooxy i nease-nense XXMBy NOBOJIOKAN il gogoMy. Hapopn Tak
3aKJIEKOTIB 3a Heto, yce Kpu4dayu: "BigbMma, Bigbma! MNMokpana 3 Heba gowi!" A
Puroposuy ine cobi Ta wocb gyma, gani i kaxke: "Takoi MmeHi i Tpebal..
Migonobptocb A0 HEl, BOHA NOMO>Xe NOro BTOMUTU, @ MEHI BUHUPHYTU 3
nMcapcTBa Ta Ha NMaHcTBo..." Ta 1 NoTAr 4o naHa MuknTM Ynacosmya

obipaTwn.

VI

CMyTHa i HeBecesia xoaunaa no CBOIN XaTi, NPOBOAMBLUM KOrocChb Bif cebe i
3a4YMHMBLUN ABepPi, KOHOTOMNCbKA BiabMa ABaoxa 3ybuxa nicng npovyxaHku,
WO 11 Janu Kpamn CTaBkKa Npwu ycin rpomMagi 3a Y4aksyBaHHA. XT0O X To 6yB y
Hel TorAi, K ycsK ii uypascs, 6a4mBLUN, WO BOHA € NPUPOAXXKEHa BigbMa, LLO i
y BOAi 3 KaMeHloKaMun He TOHe, i gouwli 3 Heba Kpaae, | Mapy Ha naen
Hacuna? Ane! xTo? He xT0, 9K Haw lpokin Puroposud MNicTpsk,
KOHOTOMCbLKNI NaH nucap. BiH-To, No4vyBLWN Big naHa COTHMKa Y1acoBMYa,
o rnomy byno y bessepxim xyTopi Big NnaHHOYKK OfieHN, BiH 3apa3 y3sB Ha
AYMKY, 5K 61 TO NOMYy CBOro COTHMKa 30BCiM 3'icTu. OT Big 06ig npunwos oo
ABOOXN, MPUHIC TN YCAKUX FTOCTUHLIB | MOMUPUBCH 3 Heto, Wo byLimM ce He caMm
BiH 3BeniB il i TONUTK, | NAPUTKN, a WO Ce NnaH COTHUK BMUragas i wo éyuimTo
XOTiB BiH 1l 4,0 Be4Opa napuTun, a BiH )Ke B3SB Ha CBOIO IOJIOBY; i CTaB Il

NUABHO NpoxaTu, Wwob gk 6m Toro NnaHa MMKNTY 30BCIM Yy AYPHI NOLWIUTK: LLO



BiH OTCe yBe4epi npunge ii npoxaTtu, wob Asnoxa Tak 3pobuna, wob
NocunosHa noro nositobua i 3a HLOro 3aMmix Milna; a BiH AK NigaacTbcs y
YakJIyBaHHS, TaK TYT NOro i HA4YUHNTN AypHEM, Wwob i coTeHCTBa BigLypaBCs;
a HaMiCTb NOro Ta HACTAHOBUTU COTHMKOM Moro — llicTpsika; i 0biwaBcCb, WO

Torai ABAOCi cBOS BONA Byae 4aknyBaTu, K i CKiZIbKK X0O4e.

Xntpa fAABgoxa HeHade i nignanacs. NMNopnapyHkn 3abpana i obiusna Bce
3pobuTK, Yoro Puroposuy 6akaB, i npoBoAKIa NOro oTce 3 XxaTu. [10Bro BoHa
NicNa HbOro XxoAuaa Nno xXaTi Ta WocCb AyMana; BXe 6 To 11 i CicTu xo4eTbCs,
TakK He 3MOoXXe NPUTYJIUTUCK... TaK-TO LWMPO 1l noB4nan! BoHa nexxana i Ha
nedvi, i Ha NaBi; Tak He BJIEXXUTb OOBro, 060 TiNIbKM | MOXXHa XXNBOTOM JiexxaTu,

a ropiyepeBa abo 60KOM i He AyMai: Tak ii yCloAn cnmcanu.

XoAnTb Mo XaTi, XOAWUTb Ta N Nornsga Ha CBOI MNe4YnKun, ropLLmKN,
KYXJINKW, fe 3 YCAKOro 3Bipa i 3 YCAKOI raguHU € MOJIOKO, LLLO BOHA 3 HUX
NMOHaaolBa1a, MepeBepTanyYNCh A0 KOXKHOI MaTKN yce pi3HOo, wob He
»XXaxasncb i gaBanucb O0ITUCK. A YCi Til F1€YNKKU, FOPLLNKK, BOOAHYUKMN,
KYXJINKW CTOANN AesKe Ha Noauui, iHwe Ha MUCHUKY, Bysi0 1 Ha Npuniyky,
6yno 1 Ha CaMiln neui; iKe B)Xe NoCTaBJIEHE Ha CMETaHy, a SKe e CToAJ0
nig NaBKo Ta Kpan NoMUnHULUI. Iig NoNoM nexxkanu ycsaki TpaBu i KOPIHHSA:
MHSATa, NObUCTOK, Tepany, NanopoTb, cobaye MnNo, AypMaH, yCsaki pen'saxu,
Kypsida cninoTa Ta u barato ge4voro. Ha nosy Ha nofywkax jiexxas KiT
MypyroBaTWU Ta ycaTuW, i TiIbKM NOMY 1 fina, Wo iB Ta cnaB Ta KON Wo
6yno HagyMa, TO 3apa3 A0 CBOEI Xa35MKK i 03BeTbCs: "HaB, HAB!", @ BOHa

YCMIXHETbCA Ta N Kaxe:

"Tak-Takn, KOTycClo, Tak!" A KoaiM BOHa WO HagyMa, TO U NUTAETbCA NOro:
"Yn Tak, KoTycCro?", To BiH 0 Hel: "Has, HaB!" Ere! i 3Hann oanH ogHoro, wo
roBOpPKOTb. binbw y Hel He Byno HiIAKOro xa3ancTea, Ta 1 Hawo 1n? Yoro
3abar)kana, To yHOYi MepeknHynacb 4n cobakoto, 4n Mmuwero, 4m xaboto, ym
punboto, i 4Yoro in Tpeba, ycboro goctana, i €y Hel.

Tak BOHa-TO, CyMYylO4M, Xoamaa no CBOIN XaTi i, mornagatym Ha CBOE
3ibpaHHsA, Ka3ana cobi Ha aymui: "€ ycske; He niay 0o noaen nosnydatun”.
Hani 3upHyna Ha ABepi, WO — 8 X KaXKy — TiJIbKM LLO 3a4nHUNa,



MPOBOOMBLUMN KOrOCb-TO 3 XaTW, i Kaxke: "MpunBoab TisIbKK WWBMALLE
NPOKNATOro COTHUKaA, i 4 nomy Bigaady. 1 6 Tobi, Puroposnyy, xyka ycydmna,
Ta Hexan NMweHb onicng; Tenep TM MeHi NPUCayroeyu, a gk 3'imM
racnuacbkoro 3abpboxy, To4i NpuMycCh i 3a Tebe, cy4un Mictpsade! Xopoule,
IO OTCE TU MeHi po3kKa3aB Npo 3abpboxy Ta Npo ONeHy: 0Cb A NOro OXKEHIO...
nocTaHeTbCs i TO6I, WO MeHe Tak 3aHanaCTUan, Wo i CiCTN HEe MOXY, i
3rHyLWaancb Hago MHOM, WO npu napybkax nopBanan Ha MeHi i NNaxTy, |
COPOYKY, i Ma3yxy po3ipBanu, i 04iNoK 36unu, Wo A BOJIOCOM OCBiTUNA, Ta
6unn meHe... 0, Ta n 6B X meHe! ox, Bunun x mene; bunn, bunn, bunn! wo

Hi CICTW, Hi NArTN HE MOXXHA; a yce oTToM LLBaHAopa, Wo 3HAB 3 HUX Mapy".

OTTak BOHa i A0OBro cama cobi posmosasana, > NOKU y xaTi 30BCiM CTasl0
TEMHO, L0 X04 OKO BUKOJIN... AXK OCb Ha BY/ULi 3araBkasin cobakun, BOHa 1
Ka)ke: "AHy, KOTYCIo, BiAKPUI CBOI 04ML | NOCBITK, YN HE BOHU Ce nayTb?"
KiT 9K po3naloWnTbCA, K rasgHe CBOIMM 04MMa, TakK TaK K XKap 3acsa/u, a
Asnoxa i 6aunTb, WO Nnae MnknTa Ynacosmy 3abpboxa, KOHOTOMCbLKUI NaH
COTHUK, a 3a HUM nuncap noro, MNpokin Puroposuny naH MicTpsk, i Wocb y
pyKax i nig nine4yem WOCb HECYTb; OT BOHA 3apa3 WaTHyJlacb, AocTana
KaraHeub, nigHecsna 40 KOTa, TEPHYJia NOro NpoTu WepCTi, Tak iCKPU 3 HbOro
i mocmnanu, i BOHa 3acBiTUNa KaraHeub, NocTaBusa Ha CTiJjl, @ caMa noni3na
nig CTiN YOrocb-To AOCTaBaTHU.

AX OCb — pun y ABepi, i BBINLWAN NaH COTHUK 3 NMMUCAapeM, LWankun 3
naanykamMmm noctaHosunun, 6ing asepi, a cami i CTanu o3mMpaTuUCh, i NaH

3abpboxa i kKaxxe: "CBiTno ropuTsb, a ii, 6avy, i AoMa Hema".

— [e 10 BXXe Hema! — obi3Banaca 3ybuxa, ni3y4dm 3-nig NOKyTA i
TaCKal4yun NpeBesIMKNnM ropLink, raH4ipkoto 3as'azaHnin. — Ocb ge g byna;
OoTCe AoCTaBaJla ropLiuK 3 XMapaMu, Wwo B6yno 3axoBana iXx Ha TPUAEB'ATb
PiK, TaK OT>e NaH KOHOTOMNCbKUN COTHUK MPUCUJTyBaB MeHe NOBUMNyCcKaTun

XMapwu i gouw, nycTuTw.

— Ta BXxe, TiTycCto, rogi o6 ciM, — NOKNOHMBCbL NaH 3abpboxa i cTas
rocTUHeub AocTaBaTn. — OT Tobi XyCTO4YKa, L0 MeHi MoMiBHa BMLWIMBaJa Ta

nogapyBaJsia, Tak OTCe MOKJIAHAIOCh HEK BaM, Ta OT LWe aXk UifliciHbKa Kona



rpowemn, Tinbku, 6yab NackaBa, TiTKO, He CepaAbCA Ha MeHe i Buba4van, Lo

Tak 3 Toboto npunnocs... Ce Tak... TEE-TO... AKOCb-TO HE XOTSYMN...

— K He XOTA4M? — a)K 3anuLliania, KpMKHYBLIKW, ABAOXa, — K He
xoTa4n? Konun 6 To6i XTO Tak NMKy Crnmncas... TO TM 6 He Te cka3aB... He xo4y
TBOIX NoJapyHkiB, Lyp T06i! Mek T06i! Binca 3 HUMu! He miwan: iny powi
BUMNYCKaTK, a TO BN'ATb NeHa 6yae, i 3aBTpa Tak MEHe 3HOBY BMMapATb, WO
CbOrofiHi He 3MOXXY CUAITW, a 3aBTpa BXe i He cToATUMY. [yCTiTb MeHe, nigy
AOLL BUNYCKATW.

— TiTO4Y4KO, MaTiHOYKO! — aXx B HOrM ynaB cepgewHnn MukuTa Ynacosuy
Ta KiCTNABi PyKM BiAbOMCbKI LiNlye Ta NnpocuTb. — He 6yay Bxe Tebe
TypOyBaTu, Ta 1 WO MeHi 3a gino, wo Hema gowy? OT Tak nak! 4 TyT €
COTHUK, ronoayBaTun He byny: Ton npunge 3 xNibom, ToOn 3 NangHuLELD, TON 3
ByxaHueM, a iHwnn i miwwe4yok 6opoliHa npueese; abun 6 TiNbKK NO3MBANUCD,
TO HaM, CTapLWWHI, i gowi He nig Yac, xo4 6u Tn ix, TiTycClo, i NOBIK Aep>anay
cebe nig nokyteMm. OT Moin 6igi nomoxxun! HaTte nuwieHsb, noxanymnre: oT
NAsWKa oyniBKK, OT NIBCOTHI TapaHi, we cBi>ka bysia No BECHi: ocbae X i
CeprnaHoOYoK... TiNbKW 34inanTe MnaocTb, NocobiTb Moin Bifi, 0Cb WO A BaM

PO3KaXy...

— 3Halo, 3Hato npo TBOW Bbigy, skoro Tobi Myaporo nevyeHoro rapbysa
nigHecna MocnnosHa OneHa, Wwo 3 be3sepxoro xyTopa, i AK TV NiCa8 HbOro
Hacuny Ha Apyrun geHb o4yHsAB! 3Hato, 3Halo yce.

AX i 3aMByBaBCb NaH 3abpboxa, WO BiAKiNA Cce, Ka)ke, BOHa yce 3Ha,
HeHade TyT byna, Ta 1 cTaBs Il Nyuwie NpoxaTu, Wob BoHa BXXe He cepannach i
3acTynusach 3a HbOrO.

— A wo g T06i pobutTuMy? — nuTa ABnoxa. — He nae 3a tebe
XOPYHXXiBHa, Tak MeHi ake TyT Aifo? He nge, Tak CbKan Apyroi.

— Ta pe iy racnmga cbkatu! — 30UXHYBLUKN, KaXke Y1acoBUY, — OOQHO
Te, Wo He npuayMmato, fie Apyry cbkaTtu, a apyre Te, wo ganebi He xo4y, 60



cMepTenbHo ynobus MocmnosHy OneHy, Tak xo4 61 MeHi i cyaaisHa abo xou
i NONIKOBHUMKIBHA, TaK S i HE NOAUBAIOCL Ha HUX, 60 ynobns OneHy ycim Tiniom
i Aywero, i cepuem, i yCiMm X1UBOTOM, i bady cam, Wo KON ii He A0CTaHy, TO
abo yTonntock, abo yaasniocb, abo CBIT 3a o4mma nigy... Mlomoxu,
NaHbMaTiHOYKO! — Ta BepKuub i y HOrM, Ta axk nsave Ta NPoCcUTb, LWob He
Aania NOMy He CBOEK CMepTHO NponacTu Ta wob ak-Hebyab NpuBOpOXMUAa,
w06 BOHa 3a HbOro 3axoTifla NTW.

— Ta 9K 3a Tebe i TV Takin OIBYNHI? — BMN'ATb Kaxke ABOooxa. — BoHa
AiBKa-KO3Up, YN OJEeXel0, Yn Ha BuAay cobi, Tak 30BCiM AiBKa, a Xyaobu i
rpowen 0o KaTta, a T wo? Kyan tm rogunwica?

— Ta papma, TiToO4KO, MaTiHO4YKO, fgapMa! Hexawn g i ctuakun, i bpnokun,
i YCAKMN; @ TU Takn 3pobun, wob BoHa meHe nostobuna Ta wob 3a MeHe 3aMix
niwna. Lo Kona, To Korna oTce Ha CTOJli IEXXNTb, @ TO COPOK aNTUH, Ta LWe...

— Hi, — kaxe flBaooxa Ta BiAcyHyna Big cebe rpowi. — MeHi cnx
KpenMaxiB He Tpeba, Hallo BOHWN MeHIi? Y MeHe yce €, i, Yoro 3abaxalo,
YyCbOro AOCTaHy; a KOJIN TakK NUJIbHO MNPOCULL, TO HeXaln BXe i 3MUiocepachb
Hapg Toboto, Tinbkn 3pobu MeHi OoT Wo...

— Lo 3Benunw, naHbMaTyClo, yce 3pobato. Y 3senmw KoHoTon cnannmTu,
TSAK pa3oM 3 HOTMPbOX KiHLUIB i 3anaJsito; Y1 3BeNnLL YCO KOHOTOMNCLKY AiTBOPY
— LU0 BU, BigbMU, He nobute —TaK 3a 0ANH AeHb YCiX A0 EAVNHOIO i
noTpowy... | To rapasa, Ta MeHi Tenep oT wo Tpeba. O3bMU TN OTTOroO
Cy40ro Ta npecy4oro cuHa LLBaHAlOpy, WO 3HAB Mapy 3 Aogen, wo 1 byno
Hacfnana, K MeHi Cikyuito gaBanun, Tak 03bMu Moro nig apewT, 6byuim BiH abo
Npokpascb, abo Tebe nass, abo WO X044 Ha HLOro Habpewwn i 3Beaun NeHto, Ta
onbepu y Hboro Bcto xynoby, — 60 BiH cobi 3aMOXHEHbKUN, — Ta Wob Ha
Tebe poanyi NOoro He rpMManu, Tak TU BioOan TeE yCeE NaHy NMcapto
Puroposuyy...

— bnaroe gino i Myapoe piweHie, naHi 3ybunxo, en'! icTMHHO! — Tak
ob6i3BaBCb MaH [icTpsak, cnosa4m cobi Ha naBUi Kpal BikHa. A FBAOXa 1 KaXe:



— bo oMy, cupoTi, Hirge y3aTun, TiJIbKK WO CnagKaMum XUBUTUCH, a
LLIBaHOtopy 03bMU | BUXKEHN i3 cena, wob noro i gyx He nax. OT KOK Ce MeHi
3pobuw, To i g TODI...

— Mypny, HaB, Mypay! — 06i3BaBCb BiAbOMCbLKUM KiT, i 3ybuxa
CXaMeHyNacb Ta N Kaxe:

— E, Hi, we, ocb cnyxaum we. JoMalwinHa ATpiBKa XBeHHa 303y/inxa... He
MO>XHa MeHi 6ing il XaTn NTn, Tak i 4oKJlaga MeHi NPO Te MOJIOTHO, WO B Hel 3
oropofia npornaso Ta 9KOCb-TO OMUHUIIOCL Y MEHE Y CKPUHI, TaK BOHa MeHe
3/104INKOI0 Y3MBa | YCAKI AOKaAM OOKNa4a; Tak Y He MOXXHa 11, nigpizaswn,

TeX 3 cena BUrHaTtm?

— Ta anga 4oro He MoxXKHa? 'TinbKK Kaku, yce 3pobnto... — Tak Ka3aB naH
Ynacosu4, nosecesiliasLlu, O BXXe BiAbMa CTajsa 40 HbOro gobpiwa.

— OTce yce konu 3pobuwl, To i A...

— Mypny, mypny! — 3amypavkaB BN'ATb KiT, i 3ybnxa 3HOB cTana
[OroBOPHOBATUCH | KaXe:

— Ta we oT y 4iM noxanitocb. emko CipoluTaH NPOCBITKY MEHi He AaE:
no3aB4yopa XBaJIMBCb, WO MOro KoTa Bb'e, Ak noro He 6epertumy, a BiH Taku
B6'e. Tak NOro-To, naHe COTHUKY, MPOBYX Ta NPOBYML...

— Ta NpoBYy X, NPoOBYY, TITYClO, TaK WO A0 HOBUX BiHUKIB byae TaMnTy;
Tinbkn 3pobu i MOE [iNo... — NUALHO NpuUcTatymn, Nnpoxas ii NaH 3abpboxa, i
yoro 6 To BiH He ob6iwaBcs i 3pobuTn, abmn 6 BOHa Tak NoYMHUNA, WO

XOPYH>XiBHa 3a HbOro niwna.

— Hy, nobpe X, CMHKY, KOJIN X TakK, TO 1 Tak. byae 3a Tob6oto 6iraTtn
XOpYyH>XiBHa OnieHa i Ho4i He craTun, K | TN 3a Heto. Knuto, Knu, K1uto,
KNLO.



— Mypny, HAB, Mypay, HAB!

— [Nobpe X, — Ka3zana Asgooxa. — A ian, NnaHe Y1acoBnY, 30 MHOIO 3 XaTu
Ta 1 yCTynu 3 Nopora NiBOO HOrO Ha Micok, wob Tein cnig 0b6i3Ha4YMBCb Ha
nicKy.

OT i BMBesia Noro 3 xaTwu, i cnig noro 3ibpana y XyCTo4ky i 3aB'sA3ana; a
hani, BepHYBLUUCh Y XaTy, Nocagunia Ha sasi Kpan cTtona, a Puroposunyy
3BeNliNla KaraHuem CBiTUTKY, a. cama, y3aBWMK naHa 3abpboxy 3a NiBUA yC, i
CTaj1a BONIOCCA BigAiNnaTn. 3aKoayrnHe HirtemM BoJIoC Ta W NivnTb: "Pa3, aBa,
Tpu..." — Tak K Biabepe oeB'sTb BOJNIOCIB, Ta AEB'ATUN i pBOHE 30BCiM... lNaH
COTHUK KPU4YUTb, NaH Nucap peroyeTbcs... Asaoxa 3ybuxa Wwoch wenye Ta
CMJIbOBYE, a KiT MypJinye Ha YyClo XaTy... OT Tak-To y 6igHOro MukuTm
YnacoBuya BigbMa BUpBaJsia AeB'sTe BONOCCA 3 JIIBOro yca i HapBasia IX ycix
a)K BOCbMepo, AoCTaJlla WMATOoK nanepy i 3aBepHyJsia TyAu TeE BONOCCH, a
naH 3abpboxa, MOBUTMPABLLWN C/bO3U, LLLO TakK NOMY i TEKIN Bif CKYOiHHS,
CTaB NUTATN BigbMYy, LLO "KOJIN, — KaXe, — 30BCiM NOBOPOXXWJIA, TO BXXe 5 1
nigy?"

— 1an, CUHKY, 300p0OB AOAO0MY Ta Ndara cnaTu, Ta N XOW Bif XOPYHXXIBHN
npucnny, wob cnaB 3a pyWHNKaMN.

[MaH YnacoBu4, cee NnovyBsLUN, Ta 3a Wanky, Ta 3 XxaTu, Ta He
ornagakyncb — goaomy, wob Bigbma He 3oyMana we e B HbOro BUpuBaTu
BosioccA. Mobir, cepaewHnin, He [OXAaBCh | CBOro nmucaps, 60 Ton 30cTaBCH
e y BigbMIN i. LLOCb A0Bro 3 HEKO FOMOHIB, | KIT 3 HUMN MYPHUKAB; a fK

BUXOAMB NaH [MicTpaK 3 ABOOWMHOI XaTu, Tak 4yTun Byno, Wo Ka3as:

— | ce yce 6bnaroHaMipeHHO yCTpoOIBLUW, rpsady Yy cBoto MNanecTtuHy.
MpowaBanTe!

— 1aiTe 3g0poBi! — ckasana ABAoxa, 3a4MHAKYM 32 HUM ABepi y xaTy, Ta
M ofdi3BaNlaCb OO0 KOTa: — Kuu, KUL, KULO, Knuto!..



— Mypny, HAB, mypppay!

TyT 3apa3 y34BLN, 3HANA 3 FOJIOBU 0OYIMNOK, Cigy, AK MOJIOKO, KOCY
po3nycTuna, y3ana 6iny copoyky, Ta n Haaina Ha cebe, Ta Hi nosca, Hi
naaxTun He nigB'A3ana, Tak i CTajna No XaTi XO0AUTU Ta WenTaTu ycsake
KOJILOBCTBO, Ta Y BCAKIM Y Tpu4i CNbOBYBaNa; Aani y3asa XJyKTo Ta 1
NONI0XKNJa NOro cepel xaTu i CTana 3HOB LWOCb NO-BiAbOMCbLKM BOpMOTaTK;
Aani ysana 3 KyxJjimka sKoicb Boamn Ta, yce 6opmMmoyuyyn, nobpurskana Toto
BOAOM i cebe, i NYKTO ycepeauHi... A KiT WO € AyXY HABYMTb, @ Aaji ax Ha
HOMM yCTaB Ta NOTAMHYBCb | 3aCBITUB O4MMaA e AyXXYe, YNM KaraHeub y XaTi
nanas... TyT iBAOXa MepLLi y XXJIYKTO i Noni3na... a K BuUni3na, Tak ctasnaa
niBkotw! Ta 1 giBka XX Hemygpa! | monopaa, i xopowa, i YoOpHSABa, i we, MabyTb,

Kpacusilla Bif YepHiriBCbKol npoTtononisH®!

OT Ak nepepoaunnacb Halwa BiAbMa, y35a1a xab'a4oi cMeTaHu Ta
KoBnna4oro cmpy, rosI0OBOK Bif TapaHi i, NOCKNaAaBLUM Ha Tapisloyky,
nocTaBwWa nepen CBOro KoTycs i kaxke: "Konu, KoTycto, 3axoyell 6e3 meHe
icTn, Tak oT To6i nacowiB; He cKy4an 6e3 MeHe, MoKK s BEPHYCb". A caMa,
JOCTAaBLINM a) N'ATb OINHUYOK, MOracusa KaraHeub i niwia 3 XxaTu 40Ty,

Koro in Tpeba byno.

TiNbKW Takn WO APYrUN NMiBeHb KPUKHYB, TYT ABAOXaA L0 € AYXY
yCKO4Yuia B XaTy i BNajsia, MOB HeXUBa. A .gK BiggnxHyna i yctana... Ta
BM'ATb CTana cTapoto 6aboto, Ak i byna. 3apa3 KMHy1aCb A0 CBOrO KOTA |
pO3Ka3ye, MOB YOJIOBIKOBI: "KOTyCl0, KuLeHbKy! Y He cky4aB e Tu 6e3
MeHe? { Tpowkn 3abapunack: Nokm noobaoina ycix KOPoB, OBEYOK, a ce e
MeHi Tpeba 6yno Wwy4oro Mosioka Ha O4HO AiN0; KNHYNacb 0 CTaBKa, Ta
NOKW BPaXKy LLYKY 30MMUHKUANA, MOKW Ti 3aMoBuMAa, Wwob fanacsa 340iTK, ax i
KPUKHYB NepLUnin NiBeHb; Ta X04 BiH HaM He CTpawHWKW, Ta yce-Takn Tpeba
6yno nocniwaTwn, wob He 3acniBaB apyrun; Torgi 6 Tak Ha By MU

npocTarnach, K Tenep TyTey-ka..."

A KiT 3Han XBOCTOM NOMaxye, Ta yCaMn NOMOPIrye, Ta WO € AyXYy
HABYUTbL: Tak-To papj byB CBOIN Xa3Anui, LLO BepHyJachb.



OT BOHa NOMY MOCTaHOBMIA LWE YCAKOro MOJIOKa i CMeTaHMu, i CTana
nopaTucChb, Ta geulo MiwaTu, Ta BApUTU Ha YaKNyBaHHSA, aXk oCb i CBIT!.. A TyT
TPOXW NoroAs i Nnpunwia 00 Hei XiHKa, ycAa rosioa obs'sa3aHa, i nage i oxa, i
npunLwnia oxa, i cina i yce oxa.

— A BigKing T, monoauue? — nuTa Il ABOoxa.

— Ta 4 3paneka! — Kaxe mosnoauus, oxatodn. — Ko 3HaeTe xXyTip, WO
Ha Cyxin banui, a 30BeTbcA be3Bepxun... ox!..

siBOOXa MOPrHyJla Ha KOTa Ta N Kaxxe:

— Hi, He yyna i 3poay He byna, i He 3HalO, XTO TaM i XXUBE... T X 4YOro Ao

MeHe npunwna?

— Ta, He BaM Ka)ky4du, NpuKnHynacb bewmnxa, Ta ycto NnMKy MeHi
po3ayso... ox!" Tak oTce MeHe ntoan Hapasanu, wob go Bac iTu... 3ainante
MUNOCTb, TiTyCto, pobiTb, O 3HAETE, Ti/IbKM MOMOXiTb, W06 A CbOroaHi
BUCMINA [0 NaHAHKW HaLLOoi XOpYHXXiBHM MocnnosHn OneHn, — Ta, cee

KaXky4du, i NoNoXuna Ha cTin byxaHeub, N'ATIPKO A€Ub i Wara rpoLwen.

3ybuxa 3apa3 i KnNHynacb, NON0OXWAA AONI HiXK | 3BeNifia Monoaunui ctaTu
Ha HbOMY 60COIO0 HOrOl0 MPOTU TI€El LLOKKU, Ae CaMU OY>XYMN ONyX; a camMa
AoCTana y NOKPULLKY »Xapy i NOJI0XXNNa Tyanm KyCoK CTpaCHOI CBiYKM Ta
NajaHy, Ta KJanTUK Ti€El XYCTKW, Ha Y4iM CTaHOBJIATb NACKy Nig CBAYEHHS, a
MOJI0OMUIO 3aKyTasla-3akyTana, wob ysecb gum Hikyam 6inbLu He NLWOB,
TiNIbKW Ha Hel, a CaMa 3Hau Wenye Ta CrJbOBYE, Ta AMe Ha Xap, a KiT
HABYUTb Ha BCIO XaTy. OT KYpUTb TU KYPUTb, K TYT Monoauus... ren! i
BMaJjla Ha A0/iBKY, MOB HeXuBa. 3ybuxa ii BigBonogana i nocaguia Ha naBKy

Ta N Kaxe:

— He Xxypucs x Tenep: MMHETbLCSA, K Ha cobali NMPMCoXHe; ce 3 o4eun;
AKMN-TO YopHABUIM Napybok Ta Ha Tebe AMBUBCbL Ta 3aBUAYBaB...



— Tak i €! Ce X HalWl NaHW4, — Ka3asa MmoJioamus. — Taky 9K MeHe He
B3OpUTb, TakK Yy BiYi i 3arnana; a Ha Tin Hefdini y34B Ta pyKo Norsiagme MeHe
Mo wioui Ta  cka3sas: "o 3a 3 YyopTa rapHa monoaunydka!" 4 Tak i 3ropina, Ta
BifL TOrO Yacy Tak MeHe i y34J0...

TyT flBOoxa i cTana ii po3nutyBaTu... 06 4im in Tpeba Byno... a panii
npoBoAnAa 3 XaTu Ta 1 Kaxe: "OT Tenep nobpe! Tenep yce 3Hato, WO MEHi
Tpeba..."

Vi

CMyTHa i HeBecena cmaina Ha npu3bbi 6ing CBOET XxaTu MaHHO4YKA
NocunosHa OneHa, XOpyHXiBHa, Ha CBOEMY Be3sepxoMy xyTopi, Lo Ha Cyxin
Banui, a 6innmn pydyeHaTaMmm konupcana y ronosi bpaTuky csomy, naHy
XOPYH>XXeHKY. BiH, cepaewHn, TON AeHb 3 NaHOTUEM, L0 3aDKAXKaB [0
HbOr0, MOXOBABLUW KOrOCb Ha APYriM XyTopi, Ta 3a obigom, noiBwun aobpe
BapeHWKIB Ta KapaciB, y CMeTaHi XXapeHunx, Ta 3anmBLuM CKonoTuHamm (6o ce
BXe fisgnock nicng MeTpa), BUTAr M CaMOTY>XXKN MO HOCaTLi TEPHIBKW, a
BULUHIBKOI Ha O0POry 3anuau; a nigBevipKyo4dn, naHmnyd ybpas axk n'aTb
MaHOpUK* (*CUPHKKIB.) Ta ropevyok MacnsKiB, y Macsiedyky Ta y CMeTaHi
NPSAXKEHUX, WO Ay»Ke iX nobune, Tak NOro, XTO MOro 3Ha i Bif 4Oro, i
3aBafW0; OT BiH i NpuAir 0o cecTpuui Ha KoJliHa, Ta 9K Ta NOMY CbKasa, a
BiH i 3aCHYB. TyT NpuALLIN 3 NOSSA | KOPOBMU, | oBeYaTa; OT IX TyT 6ing
MAaHHOYKW | OOKThb, i MOJIOKO B IF/IeYMKUM 3/1IMBaAlOTh... @ BOHa 1 bangyxe! in
HeHa4ye Hi 0o Yoro 1 aina Hema! 3abyna AMBUTUCH | Ha AinBO, 3abyna
OpaTuKy i y ronosLi CbKaTW, TiIbKW Y HET | Ha AyMui, Wo...

Tinbkn Wwo xoTiB 6yB po3kasaTu, 06 4iM Halla XOPYHXXiBHa AyMana i 4oro
Byna cMyTHa i HeBecena, aXk oCb i NpunLwia oo Hei babycs, Taka CTapeHbKa,
TakKa CTapeHbKa, Wo Ha nNpeBennky cuny ambne; ot niginwna oo Hei Ta n

Kaxe:

— [an, 6o>xe, BaM, NaHHOYKO, Bedip gobpun! Hexan Bam 6or nomara!



AX 3apurHyna MocmnosHa, Wo 11 He 6aynna, BiaKiNs BOHa i y3anachk i K
nepen Hew CTana; a gali, TPOXM CXaMeHYBLUUCH, | Kaxke: .

— 3nopoBa, 6abycto! A Bigkina Tebe 60or npuHiIc?

— Ta a Tak cobi... A i 3naneky i He 3naneky, i TyTewWwHs, 9 1 30BCiM He
BiZICi/Ib; A 1 HIYOro He 3Halo i yCe 3Halo; | XTO i MO YOMY XYPUTbLCSA, A i 3HAIO i
He 3Halo; i WO NofiaTw, i BMIilO i He BMilO...

— Ox, 6abyclo, Ta Tn He NpocTa? — NuTaeTbcsa OneHa.

— Ta npocTiciHbka, 6a4! He Balworo, mnaHCbLKOro poay, a Nnpocta cobi
cTapa 6aba, He 3Halo Hi4mMEl Xypbu, He 3Hato, XTO, cnas4n Ha Npu3sbbi,
Xyputbcsa 06 [leM'aHOBI, WO MillOB B NOX04 3 KO3aKaMu; 9 TakKn i TOro He
3Hato, XxTo 6iNna KoNoAA3a yClo HiYEeHbKY 3 HUM NpOCUAiNa i Ha NPOLLaHHS
3HAMa 3 PYKW CPiBHMIN NepcTeHb | Bigaana 3 XyCTOYKOIO, WO CaMa YCAKUMU

LLUOBKaMIn BULWBaa...

— Ox, MeHi nnxo, 6babyci! Ta Tn yce 3Haew?.. He romoHu, Byab nacka,
BpaTuK NPOKNHETBLCA Ta NOYYE, Ta MEHI CMiATMMETbCA... Hexan nicnsa sevepi

s Tebe NoKANYy, TO TM B MEeHe HoYyBaTMMeELL, Ta 1 MOroBopumo 3 Toboto!

— Mig noBeH Micaub Tenep-To i pobuTn wo Tpeba, Hexanm bpaTuk ige oo
cebe y xaTy, 36yaum noro; a g Tobi ckaxxy, wo Tpeba pobutn, Ta ginom
cniwnTun. 9 3HapowHo Ao Tebe cborogHi nicnsa BevepHi 3 Knesa niwna...

— 91K ce MO>XXHa? 3 caMmiciHbkoro Kuesa? licnsa BevepHi? Ta cboMy He
MO>Ha CcTaTucb! — nuta OneHa, onBYHYUChb. — AK-Takn MOXXHa Big Kneea

Ta CKOpo AinTn? | 6an3eHbkKuin CBiT?

— Mo)xanyn, BiNTN HE MOXKHA, TaK MU-TO 3HAEMO, K BOHO pobuTbCs.
36yan nuweHb 6paTuKa WBUALLE, HEXAW iAe A0 CBOro Agina, MeHi Tpeba

WBUALL NocniwaTn.



— Ta 6paTuKy LWOCb 3aBaAnI0, TPOXM He 3 o4en. | byB 300poBUi, Ta SK
rNsHyJfla Ha HbOro OTa YopHsABa MOJIOAMLS, LLLO KOJIO KOPOBU XO0OUTb, Ta
rnsHyna, Ta n ycMixHynacb, 4 cama baymna, Ta nNicng ToOro Tak NOro 3a XXuBIT

i Y39710; 41 COHAWHMLI, Hexan 6or 6opoHUTL! 4K Wo?

— Ce BCe 0d4i, yce o4i Hapobunn; Ta He Xypuch, A Biaseny. Ocb 36yaun
BpaTuka, a 9 HaB4Yy Mosa04uMLIO, WO oMy Tpeba pobuTtu. Big Hel cTanocs,

BOHA Hexawn i 3HiMa.

OneHa cTtana 6bpaTtmnka 6yamTun, WwWo xpin Ha Becb ABip, a 6abyca niginwna
[0 MOJIoAuUI... @ Ta 3pa3y | KpUKHyNa:

— Ox, TiTyco! | BM o0 Hac npunLwan?..

— Ane! He Kpu4in nuweub, — Kaxxe babycsa, — a oT wo 3pobu: o3bmu...
Wyny-wyny-wyny... — Hi4yoro He Mo>XxHa B6yno po3cnyxaTtu, wo in Tam 6abycs

wenTasa, TiJIbKM OMicng MOJIOANLS | KaXKe:

-— Ta pobpe, nobpe; 3abaBTe TiNbKN MAaHHOYKY.

— A BXe, — Kaxe babycs, — ce BXXe MO€E AiNo. Xoam X CIogn 3a MHOK. —
Ta  npvBena MOIOANLIIO A0 NAaHHOYKKM, Ta N Kaxke: — OCb A HaB4ua
MOJIOAMNLIIO, K 3 MAHNYa COHALWHNLI 3HATHY; iOM XK, NAaHNYEHbKY, WBNALW 3
Heto, BOHa 3pobuTb TobI, Wo A 3Benina; Ta wemaw pobiTb, a —To Tebe Tak
po3bepe, WO 1 Ha CTiHYy MoJii3eL.

— Ox, nmweHbko! — Ka3ana, 3N159KaBLNCb, XOPYHXiBHA. — 1on X,
bpaTuky, ioan wemnawe. Pobn nomy, MoTtpe, gk 6babycsa kazana. Ta pobnu
rapasf, Ha criwa4u...

OT NaH XOpPYH>XEHKO MilloB 3 Monoguuero y xaTy, a 6abyca — nnwocb! —

6ing NaHHOYKK Cina Ta N Kaxke:



— Ty>Xunw, Mos 303yJIEHLKO, 3a CBOIM CM3UM rosiyboHbkom, Ta 6a! Hema
NOro TyTeyka; NiwoB gasieko-aaneKko, axk Ao YepHirosa...

— Ta no yomy 1K, 6abyce, yce 3Haew? XTo ce Tobi po3ka3yBas., L0 A
TaM... Y1 XKYPIOCH, YWU... O TaM TakKe... 1 1 He 3Hato! — nuTana,

copomnsaYuck, MocmnosHa.

— B)xe-T0 A He 3Hat! — Kaxe 6babycsa. — Hawo  Ham | 30pi, KoM Ham
Ha HUX He OMBUTUCB? [NAHY 3Be4Yopa, MIAHY | ONiBHOYI, MOAMBIIOCH | Nepen,

CBiTaAaHKOM, Tal 3Hato, Ae WO AOi€ETbCA.

— Konn X Tn 3Ha€ewWw ycoaun, e wo LIi€ETbCA, TO CKakn meHi, 6abycio, wo
pobunTb Tenep... — ckasana OneHa Ta 1 NOYEpPBOHINA, K KapMa3uH, | A3UK

CTaB MOB MNMOBCTHAHUN.,

A 6abycsa nepexonunia Ta N Kaxke:

— [eM'an? .

— E-re-re-re!

— CypnaoeHko Xanascbkuin, OMenaHoBmnY?

— ATOX!

— OcCb cnyxan AOHIO, WO BiH pobuTb: oTce 6yB 3 KO3aKaMu Ha MyLUTPI
nepen NaHOM MOJIKOBHUKOM Ta, BTOMMBLUNCL, MPUALLOB AO0AO0MY, PO3OSArCh,
po3nepe3aBCb Ta W fir, cyMmyto4m o6 T1obi, Ta N XypuThCs, WO, AyMa, He

wBmako Tebe nobavynThb.

— | KaXKyTb-TaKu, WO He WBUAKO IX CNyCTATb!

— He XXypuncb; MOXe, TV NOoro i cboro se4yopa nobaynu...



— e 10 BXe, 6babycto, meHi noro nobaymTn Ta we i cboro Bevyopa. BiH He
nTvud, wob nomy oo meHe npuneTitu!

— Xo4 i He NTUusA, a NPUIeTUTb | YpoauTbCa OTYT nepepn Tobol, K oTce

. Y xo4, wob npuneTis?

— e 10 BXe, Mos roslybo4ko, He Xo4y! AX XVXKKKN TPYCATbCS, Wwo6 xou
6u noro nobaynTn. 3ginam MUNOCTb, HEXAW MPUIETUTb A0 MEHE... Ta YN He

6yne nomy SAKOi Big TOro Hagcaawn?

-— TaKWn a> HiYOoriCiHbKO; BiH Ha Te K0O3aK.

— Mpunknuny xxe Noro, NaHbMaTO4YKO, XO4 Ha YAaCMHOYKY, XO4 Ha
roonHOYKY; Xo4 6u a9 Ha Hboro noameuiacsa! Lo 3Haew, Te 1 pobun, a s
HiYOro He No)<askyto. Yce TyT MO€, aaM Tobi ycboro, 4oro 3aba>ka€Lu.

— [obpe X, poHto, nobpe. Xoaim csoe pobutun. OT i BBINWAN Yy BESINKY
XaTy, no3awinanu i asepi, i BikHa, a BXXe i COHEeYKO CTasi0 3axX04ANTH;
NaHHO4YKa 3aTonusa y rneyi, cama cxogusaa no Boay, a nwina rno soay, Ak
6abycs ii HaBYMNa: He NPAMO A0 KPUHULI, a ByamusaMm obxoamna HaBnakum
COoHUS; nMpurwnia 0o KpuHuui, Habpana Bigpo BOAK Ta U BUAUIIA Ha CXOL
CcoHus; apyre Habpana i BuAnna Ha 3axof CoHuUs, a TpeTe HabpaBwKn, — WO €
AyXy, He ornagatyuncs, i BN'aTb He NpAMO, a By auvuelo 3a coHueM. OT sk
npuHecna, Ta N HaCTaHOBWUJa KallHWK 3 BoAot0; a 6abyca noctana 3-3a
na3syxu 3innsa: nlobucTky, MaTepmHKK, YopHOBpMBLLIO, LUBITY NanopoTi,
Tepsindy Ta yCbOro rno nyyeyui BCunana B KalWHWK Ta 1 NpUcTaHosmaa no
BOIMHIO; @ CaMa y35/71a MyKU MWeHNYHOI, 3aMicuia BO4O, Ta N BUNHANA 3
KaJIMTKKM Y nanipui Kowa4yoro MO3Ky, BigKosiyrnasa najabLueM Ta nosoxunay
Te TiCTO; mani poctana y cebe 3 XxycTku, wo 6yB 3aB'A3aHUA, Cig NaHa
3abpboxu Ta 1 po3ginnna NnonosiaM i 0gHY HYaCTOYKY BCMMana y Te XK Taku
TICTO, 3aMiCcuna i CKaYvasia KOpXXUK, nocaguna B nivy CNekKTucs, i yce 3
NPUroBOpPKaMu Ta CrJibOBYBaHHSAM, a XOPYHXXIBHI 3BeNisia CUAiTK Ha nony,
nigibpaswmn Horu nig cebe, He XXaxaTuUCh, i, WO B3APUTb, HE 6OATUCH HIYOrO,
i yce oymaTun npo CBOro MnsaodaHa.



OT K KOpPXXUK CMNikcs, BOHa 1 gana noro 3'ictn OneHi 3a Tpu pasu,
3anMBalyn 3 BOASHYMKA BOOOO, WO HawenTana 6abycs; a 3aTUM i ropLyokK 3
3innsam cTas 3akunaTu. babycs, rykHyBLIW Ha MocnnoBHY, Wo6 Hi4oro He
>Xaxanacb, y3aia Apyry 4acTky ciigy YnacoBM4eBOro Ta n Bcunana 'y
KUN'S4ni ropLimK i cTana MilwaTK, a camMa ax< y nidy MoB yJii3na, Ta Wo € oyxy
I KpNUuNTh: "Tepnund, Tepany! 0ecaTboX NPUKINY, a 3 4eCATbOX OEB'ATLOX, a 3
NeB'ATbOX BOCbMUPbLOX, @ 3 BOCbMUPbOX CEMUPLOX, @ 3 CEMUPbOX
LeCTUPbOX, @ 3 WeCTUPbOX N'ATUPLOX, @ 3 N'ATUPbOX YOTUPLOX, a 3
4OTMPbLOX TPbOX, @ 3 TPbOX ABOX, @ 3 ABOX 0AHOro, Ta gobporo". Ta n
NpUMOBUAA HULLLEYKOM, W06 XOpyH>)XiBHa He Yyna: "llaHa COTHUKa
KOHOTOMCbLKOro 3abpboxy, Ynacosmdya MMkuTy; a XTO XXAe Ta A0XKMNAa, TaK
Hexawn cobi apima". Ta n gMyxHysa Ha ONeHy, a Ta Hi 3 CbOro Hi 3 TOro i
cTana cobi gpimaTtn.

Bn'aTb Bpaka 6aba cTana ropwmk MiwaTn i BN'STb KPUYNUTb Y KOMUH Til
X pedi: "Tepnuy, Tepauny! oecaTbox NPUKANY..." — Ta i 3B€Na Ha OL4HOro,
yce-Taku naHa Ynacosu4a, gani h npuMoBuiIa HULWLEYKOM: "A XTO CMONTb Ta
XOeTb, Ton Hexan cobi 3acHeTb". Ta BN'ATb AMYXHYJ1Ia Ha XOPYHXXIBHY, a
BOHa, CepAellHa, TakK i 3acHyna... Ctana 6abycs yTpeTe MiwaTu 3inn4 i BXe
WO € AyXy Y Tpyby Kpn4nTb Ha TepsinY; i AK AoBesia A0 OOHOro, Tak ax<
3anuwiana Bif HaTyrun, Kpuda4dm 30 BCI€El CMIX Ta 30BYYM NaHa YnacoBuya, a
Ha XOPYHXXIBHY AMYXHYa i FOBOPUTb: "A XTO CNUTbL Ta comne, Tak HexaMn i
3axpone". A Bifl cboro naHHa MocunosHin 6ebex y noayLlky Ta i 3axponisa
Ha BCHO XaTy... A TyT LLOCb i3 CiHEW Yy XaTHi ABepi — ren! Ta N CTOrHe, i WocCb
MypHU4e, — i oxka... lMNobaymm onicng, wo To Tam 6yno...

VIII

CMYTHUN | HEBECENNIN CTOSAB, PYKWN 3a/10XKMBLUKM, XBabpoi KOHOTONCbLKOI
COTHI MaH COTHUK, Ynacosu4 MukuTa 3abpboxa, y CJ;laBHOMY COTEHHOMY
MicTe4yky KoHoToni, Ha Bynuui, 6insa WnHKy, oe ycerga 3bmpanacsa COTHSA 4n
Ha MyLITPY, Y1 Ha nepeniky, Wo 41 He BTiK KOTPUIM KO3akK Yacom, byBa.
CTOiTb BiH, cCepaeKa, pyKu 3J10)KUBLLUN, FOJIOBY MOHYPUBLLW, MOB BiN nepepn
APMOM; @ KO3aKW Ha4YnUCTO, YCA COTHSA, K CKJI0, Nepen HUM CTiHOI CTOITb,

LaNKW NockKjadaBLUW Ha NPUCHi Y WNHKY, Wwob sk byae MmywTpa, Tak wob He



nocrnagasn 3 rosios, a A4iTeopa, WO TyT Tak i 6ira Kpyr Kko3ayTsa, Wob He
nigibpann Ta He 3aNpPOTOPUIN KyAW FreTb. Tak OTTO CTOSATb KO3aKW i XAYTb,
WO 3 HUMK ByayTb pobuTn i 9k Npukas byae, Ta npoMex cebe geuwlo i
H6asikaloTb, MOB BOAaA Ha JIOTOKAX LWWYMUTb, aX JIyHa nae; Ta A4OCTaBLN 3
XansB XTO PiXKOK 3 Kabakot, — Ta HIOXaloTb, Ta YXalTb, @ XTO JIIOJIbKY — Ta,

TyT 1l po3nanuBLLK, i CMOKYe.

MNaH 3abpboxa CbOro Hi4Oro He BBaX<a, i He Ba4nTb, | HE YyE, WO Kpan
horo aieTbca. oMy 30aeTbes, WO BiH | 40CI cyXa, Lo YATaB MOMy naH
nncap KoHoToncbkol COTHI Mpokin Puroposuy MicTpak. A ce LaBHO BXe
npo4uTas, Wwo Tpeba, Ta, 3noxuswn bymary, Knage y KMWeHo... AXX 0Cb MaH

Ynacosund 3ONXHYB TAXXKO Ta Ba>XKO0O, MOB KOBaJ/IbCbKUN MiX, Ta NUTa nmncapA.

— 34inanm MunoCcTb, NpuaTento Puroposuyy! poskaku MeHi chosamu, LLO
TV TaM y 1enopTi YMTaB? T 3HAELW, WO S HIYOro MMCbMEHHOI0 HE PO3XKYIo,
X0M i y WwKoNi B4MBCA i "Bipyto" noyaB 6ysio BYMTHK, Ta Ha "XKe 3a HUM" AK
3aTSBCb, Ta U MOKNHYB NUCbMO. Tak T MEHi He YNTaln, a PO3KaXKn, WO OTEE,
3a J1IenopT NMPUHIC Ko3akK 3 YepHirosa? Ag>xe Mmn nocnanam nenopT, Wo y
noxon He MifemMo, X04 Hexam Kijsl Ha roJloBi TelyTb; HaM HiKoOW, Apyre Aino

3alLU0; TaK YOro LWe BOHW NalleKyloTb?

— Ycsa cnuppa YepHiroscbka besymito ygagecsa! — CcTaB Ka3aTu,
NpoKawNAaBLWNCL, NaH lMicTpaK, — BO3NUCYIOTb NMpearnnucaHie i 1atTb Bac,
naHe COTHUKY, i MeHe — rm, rMm! — B0O3C0O31BalOTb — NpoOLLANTe Yy CiM CNOBi —
OYPHAMU, 3aHEXXe MU BO3MHYLLAINCA IX MOBEJIIBAHIEM | HE HAaNpPaBMXOM

cTonu Hawa [o YepHirosa.

— [orapaBscb, X04 4yepes fgeedre-n'aTe yToponas, WO TU, NaHe nucapio,
ropopull; Tak cebTo HaMm yce-Taku 36mupaTucb 40 YepHirosa?

— He iHa4e, 9K obave! — cka3aB PUropoBu4, MOPrHyBLUN YCOM.

— Tak Tpacus x ix maTtepi! OT iM aynsa nig Hic! — Ta, 310XKMBLWIK Oy, i

CTaB KpyTUTU. KpyTUB-KPYTMB Ta Ha YepHiroB i nocuna, Ta yce NpuULMOKYE.



A pani 9K KpukHe: — He nigy; 8 1M nocnas 4epe3 KPUBOro NenopT, WO HaM

HIKON.

A naH lMicTpsK i Kaxe:

— Ta Haw KpMBMUMA iLle He COTBOPUB AowwKaHAMbaHisa | 4o NosoBMHM NyTi.
He Bo3MywlanTecb, NaHe COTHUKY; MW He i3naeMo, oHOeXe He NoJly4nMo

OTBITCTBOBaHiIA Ha Hawle COMHUTEeNbCTBO.

— Tak-Taku, Puroposuyy, He nigemo. bay, sk 4 Myapo ckoHnoHyBaB? He
nigemo Ta v He nigemo. Hy, xnonui! CoHe4yko 3axoauTb, pO3XoabTeCh
BeYepsATn, a 3aBTPa YMM CBIiT 3 KOCaMM KOCUTU MeHi. A Xxofim, NaHe nucapio,
[0 MeHe Be4depaTu; MNa3bka Haninuna Myapux BapeHUKIiB Ta cnpsarna
seLwHto... On, nnweHbko! On, patynte! On, 6iga! — cTaB NaH YnacoBuy He
CBOIM rosiocom npobi Kkpu4aTn Ta 3a 6OKM XBaTaTUCh... MNaH MicTpaAK i
KO3aLTBO KMHYNOCh 10 HbOro, WO WO NOMY TaM CTanoca? AX BiH...
lwenecTb.... NiAHABCA AOropwu i MONeTIB, SK NTULUSA, yCe-TakKu KpuU4vaydm Lo €

rosiocy...

LLlo »K TO y>KaxHynumca yCi niogn y claBHOMY COTEHHOMY MiCTeYKy
KoHoToni, 9k no6avunnu, wo ix npexsabpoi COTHi NaH COTHUK, MuknTa
Ynacosu4 3abpboxa, Ta NigHABCh Nif caMicCiHbKi Hebeca i 6e3 kpun, Ta
neTnTb, AK Taa NnTuual | XXiHKK, | My>Xuku, i Mana giTeopa, Ta wo Tto! i ctapi
NOBUMNOB3asM 3 XaT AUBUTUCL Ha TaKy MPOSABY, i yCi XK TO no3aaupanu
rosIoBU i ANBNATBCA, AK NaH 3abpboxa, MOB NMTax KU 3aMOPCbKUN, NeTUTb
nonig Hebecamun; pykamu 60BTa, MOB KpuaaMu, 4Yepkecka nomy
pPO34YyBa€ETbCs, HOraMu Apura, lWapoBapu Hany>XMancb, cam ynoTiB, Hibu y
rapadin 6aHi, i NeTUTb, | KPNYUTL, | Ae 3a34PUTb Ha 3eMNi YOJ0BiKa, TO
CKiNlbKK € rofiocy nNuTn npocuTb. Cee Bava4du, cTapi nogm N,
XKaxXalTbCA; XKIHKU rON0CATb 3 Nepensky, a MaJum AiTAM He O4HOMY

[LOBEJIOCA Nepenosiox BUAnMBaTu. A TO XK i He CTpaLllHO?..

Mpokin Puroposuny, 6ava4m Takee AMBO, CTaBg, 3a4paBLUM AOrOpPK roJoBy,
POT PO33BMB, aX FOPJISHKY BUAHO, O4i BUIYNMUB Ta pyKaMn 3Han po3Maxye,



wo6 To NinMaTn Ta BAEp)XaTW NaHa COTHUKaA, LLO NONETIB, AK rycak. Ta n
KO3aLTBO yCe, Taku yce A0 04HOro, AMBYBaJINCA Ha CIO KoMefdito... Ta 9K i
He AMBYyBaTUCb, Ba4ayu, O HYOJSI0BIK O CBOIM YMi Hi 3 TOrO Hi 3 CbOro NoseTiB,
AK NTax. | konm 6 ce oniBHOYI, K yCsiKa HEYUCTb TOBYETbLCS, @ TO Le 1

COHEYKO TiJIbKMN L0 3aMLio...

Ctapa JIbo3HMXa nense Bif CTApoCTi Ta Big Heayrn BunLLia Ha noaBip's
i, ANBNAYMNCb Ha KO3aKiB, AK BOHM 36upanunck, 9k npomexx cebe xapTyBaau,
AK Naroguancb MywTpy BUKNAATU, 3AUXHYNa Ta N Kaxe: "Cnasa T06i,
rocnoam, Wo A He Ko3ak! He 3ay»xalo i yepes xaTy nepentu, a To 6 Tpeba
6iratn Ta 6opoTuChb, Ta MywITpyBaTUCL! He xo4y, He Xo4y KO3akoMm byTun!" —
Ta 1 3aAMBKUNACL Ha HUX, a AaNi... 3upk! JIeTnTb NOHaA Hel LWOoCh Take
CTpalwHe... Po3rneaiswmn, noTionana A0 KO3akiB i CTana IM po3kasyBaTu, Lob
BXKEe He O0XuAanu naHa CoTHUKAa, 60 BXxe BiH y BUpin noneTis. "f, — Kaxe,
— cama ba4duna: NeTnTb, MOB BOPOHU, TiSIbKW LLO He Kpaka, a 3Hav nnuTun

npocuThb..."

MNMaH Nucap i Ko3akm — HiYOro pobuTb — NOPO3iIXOOANINCH |
nopo3KasyBsasn, XTo He Ba4ymB, AK KOHOTOMCbKUA NaH COTHUK, MukuTa
Ynacosuny 3abpboxa, NnoneTiB, MOB BOPOHA... | yCi )X TO, XTO NPO Ce He MNoYYE,
30BUrHe nJsiedrMa Ta U AUBYETLCA | Kaxke: "XKaun x nobpa, Ko i
Ha4YaNbCTBO Hawe obeigbMunock!" A MNMpokin PUropoBuny 3Ha, Ae paku
3nMyloTbcAa! BiH X04 i nepenskasCb, Ta He 3abyB Hi MPO BapeHUKU, Hi Npo
SAEWHI0, Hi Npo Ma3bKy; rysibK 40 HEl Ha Be4Yeplo... Ta NPo NaHa COTHUKA BXXe
| He 3ragyBanu.

A Halwl nap COTHWK NeTiB, cepaeLwHnn, neTiB Big camoro KoHoTona i He
3Ha, A€ BiH ONVMHUTBLCA i WO 3 HUM Byae, aXk rynbkK — XyTip, i BiH YY€E, WO
CTaB CMNYCKATUCh YCe HMXKYe, HMXKYe... Po3rnanae, NnpnamBniseTbCsa — ax ce
xyTip be3sepxun, wo Ha Cyxin banui... OT neTUTb Ta IeTUTb NOHa4 XaTamMun
Ta B XOPYH>XeBUW ABIp, A€ BXe BiH He pa3 byB... OT aK yneTiB y ABip Ta A0
XOPYH>XIBHUHOI XaTW, Ta y CiHWN, Ta NPAMICIHbKO Y XaTHi ABepi, WO 3a4NHEHI i
i3cepennHu 3awenHyTi 6ynu, ren! MmoB goBOHE, Ta TYT | MPOCTArHYBCb, 9K
KoJlo4a, i He anwe, i He BOPYLUUTLCS...



OTce-To renHyso y XxaTHi ABepi, Ae YaksyBaJsia HaZ XOPYHXXiBHOIO
KOHOTOMCbKa BigbMa fiBaoxa 3ybuxa.

OT fABpoxa 3apa3 i obizBanacb 40 HLOrO:

— He cTorHm gyxe i He oxan, Wwo6b XTo He NoYyB, Ta NAW WBUALIE Y
xaTy. — BigwenHyna nomy asepi, Kan4e NOro, KJan4e; a>xk Hema rnacy, Hi
MOCAYLLaHIifA; IEXXNTb Hall NaH COTHMK, MoB oay6iB. Hivoro ABgoci pobuTtn,
MOBOJIOKJ1IA NOr0 CaMOTY>XXKW Yy XaTy, | IK NepeBoJIoK/1a Ha gpyre micue, BiH i
3acTorHas, i o4mMMa nyn! i He ni3Hae, ge BiH ce ONMUHUBCL? Po3rnanaroym
yctoau, nizHaB 3ybuxy, 3apas, CTOrHy4u, i no4aB KopeHUTn 6aTbKa i MaTip Ti,
o 3pobuna Haa HUM TaKy KanocTb. A SIBAOXa Ti/ibKK 3Ha CBOE ToB4Ye: — He
3Ha€wW cBoro wacta! Ta He Kpuyn-60, po3byanw ycio asipHto. LLlo x byaew
DiFTU: 3N19KaBCb, 3/15KaBCb, Hirge AiTucb. Hikonu Tenep nepenosiox
BUAMBaATW. Ha nuweHb, MOHIOXanM Cboro. — Ta 1 nigHecsna nomMy nig, Hic
TepToro XpiHy. BiH fIK HIOXHYB, Ta N YXHYB a>X TPW4i, a fasni ctaB NPOCUTU
nMTW. 9BAOXa y3sJa BOAW, NowenTasa Hag Heto, 30pu3Hysia Noro 1ot
BOZOIO, AaNi 3/IM3ana A3UKOM XpeCcT-HaxpecT 4yepes Bua, Wwob 3 o4en 4oro He
CTaNocCb, Ta 1 fana nomy Til BOAW HANUTUCL. BiH 3a OAWH KOBTOK YMManmn

BOOAHYMK TaK i BUCYLLUMB Ta N Kaxke:

— Han, TiTyclo, we.

— Ane! — kaxe 3ybuxa, — a9 Tebe He NnTK cloan NpukankKana. NoknHb

TPUXN Ta MHUXW Ta NPUHbMaNCb 3a Aino. bay, aka Kpans nexxuTb!

MaH 3abpboxa 03MPHYB O4YMMa, aXK i B3APIB, LLO Ha MoJly CMNTb NaHHa
OneHa... Ta Tak i 3a4pvxas, MOB ONapeHnn.

Ta n cnpasai x 60 kpansa 6yna! To xopowa 6yna, a To, K po3icnanack Ta
i pO34epBOHiINach, WO TBiN KapMa3uH abo poxka y cafny; KapceT
PO3LENHYBCHA, COPOYKa PO3XPUCTaNaACh... KOCU TiIbKM, SK MOPO3MyCKaInNCh,

Tak BXe NpUKpUIn nasyxy, Ta W To He 30BCiM...



YnacoBuY Hall, K B34piB TakKy KpaJsto, TO TaK i 3aX04UBCb KPYr COHHOI,
MOB MaBWY; TiJIbKW HAaBCMUHAYKWN TaHUIOE 6ing Hel Ta po3rnsga, Ta NasMKa,
Ta CQIMHKY KOBTa; 3abyB i NpaLto CBOIO, WO CTiNbKK nepeneTis, i 3abyB., Wo 1
NnMTN Npocme. He nae Ha yM Hi iga, Hi Boga, wo nepen o4mma biga!

BiH 61 wo-Hebyab i npnagymas... rM! Tak fBAoxa Moro 3a nosy Cin i
NPUTArHya 00 nevi i kaxke: "CxaMeHucb nuweHb, bnasHio! Tpeba gino
pobuTK, a HE XaHbKN MHATU. Ha nuweHb 0TCo xxaby Ta N CKPYTK ih rOJIOBKY
HabiK i Wwe XnBy, He 340XLUY, YKUHb MepLyin y niy 3a »xap". OT naH COTHUK i
3pobuB yce, SK 3Benina nomy Asaoxa, i we xaba nuuwana, a BiH il BKUHYB Y
niy, Bigking 3ybuxa yBecb OroHb BUrpoMagania Ha Nnpunivyok. gk cneknaco i
3cywmnacb Tag Xaba, 9sgoxa goctana ii, obipana yce MHSCO, a KiCTOYKMU
nosbupana i ctana 3 HUX BUBMpaTK: OT i 3HANLWING OOHY TOYHICIHBKO K

BUOEN0YKa, i HaBYMNa YnacoBumya, WO 3 Het pobuTn.

MaH 3abpboxa NPUTYNB TYIO BUAESIOYKY A0 Cepus MaHHU XOPYHXXIBHMN...
BOHa 3apa3 CMPOCOHHS i 3aroBopuna i Kaxke: "l BXxe MeHi naH XanasCcbkuin!..
NSO Ha HbOro. MMKNTOYKY, Min ronybymnky! ne Tn? npnbyab 0O MeHe: X0o4
6n 9 Ha Tebe nogmBunace..."

YnacoBuy 3 pafoLLiB K 3apero4yeTbCs Ha yClo xaTy, i AKbn He cnnuHuna
noro fAesnoxa, To Tak 61 i KNHYBCb Ha XOPYHXKIBHY; TakK Ta NOro 3a pyKy
Abopr! BigBena Ta n HaB4Mna, Wo we Tpeba podbutn.

OT NnaH COTHUK i CTOITb BiNa Hel Ta 3Han 3 O4HOI KULWEHI BUHbME
KaMeHIOYKMN, TO KaMiHLi, KpernMallKN, CKISSHOYKU, XXapHIBKN — ce BCe
Hagasasia nomy 3ybmxa — OT BUHbME XXMEHI0 Cboro gobpa, NnogepXmnTb Ha
pyui, MOBpsXXYNTb Ta N Nnepecunie y pyry KUWeHto, i Tak 4oBro pobus, a
NaHHa XOPYH>XiBHa 3HaW CMPOCOHHSA NPUroBOPIOE: "MUKUTOYKY, OYLLIKO
YnacoBu4yy! 4ac Big 4acy gy>xye tebe nwobnwo!"

Hani diBooxa nogana nomy xab'savy KiCTo4UKy, L0 HEHAaYe KapoYKa, i No
il HayweHito, Tilbku NaH 3abpboxa 3aK0NYNHYB XOPYHXXIBHY JIereCeHbKO nifa
cepuemMm, Tak BOHa Tak i po3nanasacs i cTana kasaTu: "He xo4y... 3a



XansABCbKOro... He CUNYNTe MeHe... BigaanTe MmeHe 3a 3abpboxy... KON He
BiooacTe... yTeyy..."

TyT AABOoxa BigBena YnacoBu4a Bifl MAHHOYKN i KaXe:

— bau, gk a4 3pobuna, Wo BOHa Tenep Ha XansaBCbKOro rjawBaTuMe, a 3a
Toboto BbuBaTUMETHLCA. Tenep 30BCiM: Nopa AOAOMY...

— 9k pogomy? TinbkKun ycboro i byne? — nuta naH MukunTa.

— byne 3 Tebe i cboro: 4oro T06i Binbw? — Kaxke 3ybuxa. — Tenep He
XXYypurcsa Hi 06 4iM i xau, sk BoHU no Tebe byayTb npucunaT i NaHbKaTUCh

kKono Tebe. Tenep noigemMo 4oaoMy.

— 9K xe Mu, TiTKO, noigeMo? Konu BN'aTb NeTiTH, TO Lyp NOMY; en! He

MOXY!..

— | Hi BXX€e, CUHKY, | MeHi Tebe xanb. Tenep noigeMo, Ta Xo04 TN AOPOroto
ApimMan, xod i cnn, To He Binck Hivoro. MNepep cBiToM byaem aoma. 4 3aBTpa
BN'ATb TyT 6yAy i AaM naHHi OneHi oTCii »ab'a40i KicTo4kn, Wwob Hocua npwu
cobi; nokn 6yne HocuTun, notn byne Tebe nobuTn. XodimMo X 3 xaTu Ta 1
NoigeMo; a TO BXKe CKOPO NMaHHO4YKa NpokuHeTbcd. OT 3ybuxa nosbupana yce
CBO€, NOCKNanana, 9K i Tpeba 6yno, y3sna gHuue | BepeTeHo i BUnLWWIIa 3
Ynacosu4yem 3 xaTu. BunwosLun, ka>ke naHy 3abpboci:

— Cigan Ha OHULWE MO-KOo3aLUbKM, MOB Ha KOHS; a 9 Ae-Hebyab

NPUYErIOCb; MeHi He NepBUHa.

TinbKM Takn Wo YacoBMY 3aHiC HOry, ABAoXa K CBUCHEe, 9K LLMOKHe!..
AHWLLE MigHAN0CA Yyropy, Ha HbOMY MNaH COTHUK BEepXu, a 33aay niacina
ABooxa, Ta 3Ha BepeTeHOM MNoraHsa Ta LMOoOKa, Ta NpuUroBoOprOE, MOB Ha
kKobuny, i nigHannca nig camii Hebeca!..



CnanTb Hall KOHOTOMCbKUA COTHUK, MukuTa Ynacosuny 3abpboxa, Ha
AHWULLY, MOB Ha KOHi; HOrM nomy 6e3 cTpemeH Tak i TeninatTbCs, i, Wob He
BMacTW, pyKaMu Oep>XXNTbCH 3a TEE AHULLE, @ BOHO YKYPUTb! BOHO YKY-pPUTb,
Wwe npygwe, 4yum AubkoBa Npubnyaa; a Hasagi Ynacosmya npuyenunacs
3ybuxa Ta a)x CKUrauTb Big xonoay, 60 BiTepeub NpoayBas, i i KPINko
cKybeHTU* (*OprxKakn.) ookKy4anu.

He Bcninu BoHW gobpe ornamituch, axk Bxxe i KoHOToN Heganeko. dsaoxa
lwocb 3abopMoTana, aXx 0Cb OHMLLE YCE HUXKYE, yCe HUXKYE... Ta ntocCb! 6ins
3abpbolwnHMX BOPIT i BMasio... MaH YNacoBnY K renHyB Ta a)K He CTAMUBCS i
He B34piB, K fBAOXa 3 AHULLEM We3Na, | He Brieais, XTo 3 N0ro XBipTKMU

LLUMOPrHYB, TiNlbk 6a4nThb, WO MNa3bka KOroCb NpoBOAKaa.

— Yu ce BM, NaHU4YeHbKY? — NMUTa BOHa CBOro Ynacosu4a. — [le ce Bu

nponagann i 4OCi... A 0OTCe yCe 3a BaMu XXypunacs...

— Yoro X Tu BunLWLIa 3@ BOPOTa? — PO3NUTYyBaB il NaH COTHUK.

— I3 xypbu! — kaxxe Ma3bKa.

— A KOro X Tu npoBof><asa 3 gsopa?

— Ta TaM... 4yxKuim bu4ok 3abpaBcb 6yn0 00 BaLIOI CKOTUHU, TakK £...

— Bbunyok! o ckotuHm! 'm! — Bopyas cobi nig Hic naH MuknTa, yxoaaim
y XaTy, Ta 1 3BeiB 3aCBiTUTK CBiTNO, 60 y xaTi 6ys10 NOHOM.

YHecna Ma3bKa CBiT/10... AMBUTLCA NaH 3abpboxa, Wo Ha CToNi HeJoiageto
BapeHWKW, i ABi NOXKKMW, | ABi TapisIKK, | HOCATKa, BXXe NOPOXHSA, a AYiBKU
kaTMma!.. NMomopwmsCh, 3akonuame ryby Ta nosopyaswu: "bBUYOK... A0
CKOTUHM!" Ta 1 MilWOB y CBIT/INLIO, MOracuB CBiTN0 Ta N 6ebexHyB Ha NiXKO,
Ta nogymaBLwn: "KaT ix 6epun! B MeHe € Tenep XopyHxiBHa!.." — Ta 1 3axpin
Ha BCIO XaTy.



CMyTHa 1 HeBecena, MPOKUHYBLLUUCL, CUAifla Ha JIDKKY NaHHa
XOpYyHXiBHa, OneHa MocnnosHa, y cBoin xaTi, y be3sepxoMy XyTopi, L0 Ha
Cyxin banui. CnanTb, No3ixa, o4nui NnpoTupa i cama cebe He po3bepe, ae
BOHa, L0 BOHA, WO 3 Heto pobunochk, WO i Take CHUOCL i Bifl 4Oro in Tak
TAXKKO Ta HYOHO.

AX OCb Ae He y3551aCb KOHOTOMCbKa BigbMa, ABaoxa 3ybuxa. Yeiweawwm
y XaTy, N Kaxe:

— OobpuaeHb Tobi, naHHO4YKO! Yoro T Taka CMyTHa Ta HeBecena?

— Ox, 6abycto! Tenep A yce 3ragana!.. LLlo ce Tn 30 MHOW Hapobuna?...
— Tak, oxar4u, Ka3asla MaHHa XOpPYHXXiBHa.

— Ane! MoB4YM Ta anw! — Kaxke fABaoxa. — Ha nuweHb oTCen Kanwy4ok
Ta Ha WHYPO4KY MoYenun Ha Wwuto, To yce rapasg byne. — Ta, cee Kaxyuun, i
novyenwuaa Ha WWIo, a B TiM Kanuwyui »kab'sa4a 3a4HSa NpaBa Nlanka, Ta 3 Hel X
nepecylleHe cepue, Ta s10boBa KicTo4YkKa, Ta MUKNTMHOIO Cnigy TPOXW.
TinbKKM WO ce 1n noyenuna, 9K naHHa OsieHa | moBeceniwana, — K 3 BOAMU
BuALWNa. O4nuyi Tak i NanarTb, WOKN 3a4€pPBOHININ, @ caMa i Ha NiXKKY He

BCUANTb, KUHYacb A0 3ybuxm Ta axk naaye Ta NpoCuThb:

— TiTycto, ronybo4ko, naHbMaTo4ko! LLlo xo4 pobu, TinbKn Bigoanm meHe
3@ KOHOTOMCbLKOrro NaHa COTHMKa 3abpboXxy, 1 Takn rapasg i He 3Halo, K
noro 30ByTb. Biggan, Biggan wemnglle MeHe 3a Hboro.

— Ap>xe BiH Tebe cBaTaB, Ta TM NOMY NigHecna nevyeHoro rapbysa?

— Ta 10 9 6yna aoypHa Ta 60)xeBifbHa... He po3rneaina noro nobpe, He
po3nuTanacsa alaen, He nocnyxasna bpaTtuka... Tenep MeHi CBIT He My be3
Hborol..



— Ap>xe X T nobuw naHn4da Xanaecbkoro, OMensiHoBMYa, cyaaeHkca?

— Ta 1o 9 6byna aypHa Ta 6boxesinbHa! Big y4opallHbOro gHA i Lyp nomy,
i MeKk NoMy BifL MeHe; | He CNoMMHaM NpPo Hboro. O4HO B MeHe Ha AyMui, Lo
x04 abn nobayntu naHa 3abpboxy, Ta HAAMBUTUCH Ha HBOrO, Ta
npuronyduTn noro, Ta wob BiH MeHe B3sB. — Ta, Ce€ Kaxy4iun, bepkumub 3
Ni>KKa [0 Hir 3ybuwmnHux ta n 1eXxunTsb, i nnaye, i npocuTb: — 3pobu, TiTyClo,
wob BiH meHe y34B, 4 Tebe Tpu roam byay piaHow MaTip'to 3BaTun, byny Tebe
i moBa)kaTw, i WaHyBaTU. KoM X BiH BifL MeHe BiALYpPAETbCH, NiAy CBIT 3a

o4mMa, cama cobi cMepTb 3anoaito...

— Ta rogi X, rogi, yramymncsa! — kasana in 9dsgoxa i nigHana il 3 goay Ta
W nocagnna Ha nasui. — OcCb yBinge TBiN 6paTnkK, TM NOMY, HE COPOMIAYHUCDH,
yce po3Kaxku; Hexaw ige mepLiin y KoHoTon A0 naHa 3abpboxun Ta N CKaxe,
wob npucnnas nogen 3a pywHmnkamm. OHge X i bpaTuk ige oo tebe, a g
nigy B KoHoton Ta 3 3abpboxoto 3pobto, wo Tpeba; He XXypucb Ta AiIoM
nocniwan. — Ta, Cee Kaxxky4u, i niwnia 3 XxaTn, a NaHHa XOPYyH>XXiBHa 11 ycnig

KPNYnNTb: —| XyCTKY, | BECiNbHY WNLWKY TOOI Aam...

A>XK OCb BBINLWLOB [0 Hely XaTy 6bpaTuK i, MaH XOPYHXXEHKO, Ha JINYKY
BeceneHbKnn, HeHa4e i He ByB HeaoyXX, Tak fobpe NOMOrao nomy Bif 3aBapy

COHAWHNMLUDb.

— Wo, 6bpaTuKy, 4n T 340pOB? — NUTasa NOro cecTpumus, NnaHHa

XOPYHXXiBHa.

— TinbKKW nepepn CBITOM CNOYMB NIC/A 3aBapy COHAWHMLb Ta W 3aCHYB Ha
BCi 3aCTaBkW. Ta Tenep i HIYOro, — Tak Ka3aB NMaH XOPYH>XXEHKO.

— Hy, 6bpaTuky! He xxypucs: ckopo Bxe 106i byae Bons it y 4eHui, —
CTana KasaTtu naHHa OneHa, NOCynmMBLLKM 04U Yy 3eM0. — A BXe... BUbpana
cobi )xeHunxa... — ckasana OneHn Ta n 3aCopoMUIach i NOYEPBOHINA AK pak.



— A Koro?

— lMNaHa COTHMKa KOHOTONCbKOro 3abpboxy.

— Wo ne4yeHnm rapbysom nonowtyBana?

— Ere!

— Ap>xe Tn, 6a4nTbCH, WOCh NUIBHEHBLKO npmnannana 0o rNMaHa

XandaBCbKOro?

— Uyp nomy! | He 3ragyin nNpo HbOro. A 34i1an MMAOCTb, NOIAb A0 HbOrrO
y KoHoTOMn Ta 1 ckaxku i nonpocu, wob cboroaHi, abo xo4 3aBTpa, HeEXan
npucuna niaen 3a pywHUKamm, a 'y Heliio i Becinns.

— Ta wo ce 106i Tak HiKONM NpuNano? — onuTas 1l NaH XOPYHXXEHKOo, a
CaMoro axxk 3a XWBIT Y3410, WO BXe | NOMy HeoBro bpuikaTn y Mmupy. —

LLle 6, MOXXe, X04 TPOXU ornasadinacb, a To WNTnM-6innTtn, 3aBTpa BenmkaeHs.

— YMpYy, KON HYepes3 TUXKAEHb He Mify 3a naHa CoOTHMKa. A noro
CborofHi 6a4mna ysi CHi: WO 3a xopowninn! 9K HamanboBaHUi; a baraTmn! Tak
i Mipy HEMa: TaK i nepecuna 3 KUWEHIi Y KNLWEHI i rpoLi yCcakKi, i CpibHi, i
30J10Ti, i )KeMyyr, i ycake gopore KaMiHHA... 3ginanm Mnnoctb, bpaTuky,
cokonuky, nebenunky! Mocniwan skomora. Mpueesn i noro 3 coboro, Nnpmeesn i
nogen, wob KoMy WBMAL PYWHUKK NogasaTu... abo nogen He Ttpeba, | TyT
Ha3bMpaeMo; TiNIbKM NOro MepLLin, NOro Ao MmeHe Be3un!

Tak yparoBa KOHOTOMNCbKa BiabMa Hapobuna, wo 6igHa AiB4nHa ax<k Ha
CTiHy AepeTbcsa Ta Npobi 6a)ka NnaHa COTHMKa YnacoBmya 3abpboxy.

Hivoro maHy xopyH>XeHKy pobuTtun! 3BeniB CHigaTu noaaTwn, iCTb i AyMa.
He ynoBonuecs i He HagymaBscs, 3abaxxaB 0b6igaTun; obiga i gyma. Oani gk
noobifas, Ta M HagyMaBCb | KaXke caM cobi: "MMaH XanAaBCbKUN i y POT Hi4Oro
He bepe, a NaH 3abpboxa — He y358B NOro 4YopT, HE NPoJnBa; we wob i meHe



He nepenwus. Hy, napmal Biggam cecTpy 3a HbOro Ta 3 rof Micus 3 MOJI0gUMN
noxwuey". Tak NnopasBWMCb CaM 3 cob0t0, CiB Ha Bi30OK Ta N YKYPHYB Y
KoHoTon, NpsMICiHbKO [0 naHa COTHMKA, Mnkntun Ynacosmya 3abpboxu.

TyT Hawa NaHHOYKa i 3axoAmnnachk MOPATUCh | K CBaTaHHIO NpnbnpaTuch:
XaTy MUE, CTONN, NTAaBKN, MUCHUKW 3MUBA, NTULIO NaTpa, NOKLINHY KpULle,
FOPLUKK HacTaBAsA, PYLUHUKW HaNaroaxXye... Tak, Lo BCi HAHbMUYKM axk

no3acanyBaJiNCb Bi TaKOro NOpaHHs.

CMyTHMW | HeBecennn cnAis NaH cynneHko, em'aH OMenssHOBUY
XansaBCbKWUN, Yy CBOIM XYTOpIi, Y NYCTIiN XaTi, BiKiJIb MOBUIraHsAB YCiX i3 cepus.
| 3Ha TO cepAnBCb, TO CyMyBaB, TO JIasiB YCAKOro, XTO TiJIbKN Ha OAYMKY
NOMY NPUXOOMB, TO CBITOM HYAUB, i3 XXYpbun axxk 3axnaB. K xe nomy byno He
XypuTtuch? MNMaHHa XOpyHXXiBHa, Wo 3 be3Bepxoro xytopa Ha Cyxin banui,
OneHa MocunosHa, KOTpa NobBOXMNACk | 3aKAAIACH, O Hi 3@ KOro 3aMiXK He
nige, onpidy Noro, LWo He ogWH BeYip BiH 3 HE0 00 NiBHOYI NpocuAaiB nig
Bepboto 6ing KpMHULI, 3 KOTPOIO BiH i NepCcTeHSAMN 0OMIHUBCb, KOTpa NOMY
CBATOI N'ATIHKOI 3ab0)XKMnacs, Wo TiSIbKN BiH BEPHETbLCA 3 MOXOAY Bif
YepHirosa Ta npuwie Al04en, TO BOHa 3apa3 i Noga€e pyWHNKN a BiH, Ha Ce€
NOHAAIABLWINCL, Ta Yy YepHirosi axx N'aATb Kin npoTpsAc, wob noro He aepxxann
Ta BigNYyCTUAN OXKEHUTUCH... WO BiH BUpPBaBLIUCL 3 YepHirosa, 6ir ak
CKa>XeHun o CBOoro xyTtopa, Oir i HiY, i AeHb, | KOHS 3aHanacTuB, | caM, axk
3acanaBLWnNCb, YCKOYMB Y XaTy Ta MepLin i r'yKHYB Ha XiBpto, TakKu CBOIO
HaHbMUNYKy, WO6 6irna AaObKiB Ta TPOoOPOAHMX BpaTiB 4O HLOIO
npuknukana, wob mepwin 6pann xnib cBATUN Ta Nannydku Ta ixanm 6 oo
NaHHUN XOPYHXXIBHU 3@ PYLUHUKaAMW... aXK TYT nomy XiBp4 i nigHecsa NUHXBY:
"LLlo, — Ka>xe, — NaHHYy XOPYH>XiBHY B>XXe npocBaTa/n 3a NaHa COTHUKaA
KOHOTOMCbKOro, Mnknty Ynacosnya 3abpboxy, O BXXE N PYLUHUKN
nogasasn i CBaTaHHA 3anuan, Ta WO Hy! Wo TiNbKM TON, XTO He byB ia
CBaTaHHI, Ton He ByB N'AHWNIA, @ TO BCi IOCKOM JieXXa M a)k A0 APYroro niBHS;
Lo 3aBTpa byae 1 Becinns, Wo BXXe NMaHHOYKa 3 PO3MyLLEHOK KOCOI0, 3BiCHO,
K CMPOTa, Mo By AmuaMm y KoHoTOMi 3 NiceHbKaMn XO0AUTb | ApY>XXe4oK 30u1pa;
WO MOro ASANHU NOHAPAOKYBaUCh i Niwnn y be3pepxuin XyTip KOpoBato



6raTtn; wo cam naH 3abpboxa NPUI3AMB | NOEQHAB M CNIMOro CKPUMNHUKa Ha
Becinni rpatun..." Cee yce aK, NOBUCNYXOBYBaB NMaH XalaBCbKUM Ta AK
PO33ABUB POT CJIyXal4yun, TO BiH TaK NOMY i 30CTaBCb, a)X MaTbOKN MOTEKJIN.
A fani AK 3aTPyCUTbCA, HEHa4ve y JIMXOMaHLi, 04i a)x Ha 106 noBunasuinm Ta
MOB ropsiTb, Ta AK 3/I0XKUB KyJlaKu, 9K xpsanHe cebe no ronosi, Wo Hacuny
yCTOSIB i JOBro YmMeniB canyxas, fAaJli BXXe fK rno4as, MOB po3repe3aHunn,
NanaTW i NaHHy MocnnoBHY, i NaHa XOPYHXXeHKa, i NaHa 3abpboxy, | AAAbKIB, |
AAOVH, | bpaTis, | HEBICTOK, | APY>XKOK, | KOPOBAMHULb, | CNINOr0 CKPUMHUKA, |
HaHbMUNYKY XiBPIO... BXXe KOPEHUB-KOPEHUB, BUMUTYBAB-BUYUTYBAB, ax MiHa
nomy 3 poTa 6'€, MOB y CKa>X€HOro... a gaji 9K KNHeTbCsa Ao XiBpi... Tak bun ii i
po3Tep3as, Kb He goraganacs Ta He BTeKa.

OTTO BiH 30CTaBCb cCaM cobi y xaTi Ta N CyMyBaB, i XKYpPuUBCb, i 3 cepus
rnoHapwueaB cobi 3 rosI0BM BOJIOCCA MOBHI XXMEHI... Ta SK 34yMa, WO BXe He
MO>XHa Hi4MM fina nonpaBuTK, Ta Tak i 3arojIOCUTb, a>K 3aBUE, MOB

NaHOTUEBCLKNIN XIpT, Ta N NoaepeTbCs Ha CTiHY.

B>xe BaoecaTe ToBkMa4umB cebe TO NO rosiosi, TO MO rpyAax Kynadysam i
TiNnbKW WO Hagymas 6yno rosoBoto 06 CTiHYy TOBKTUCK... aX... punl.. i
yBinwna y xaty 6abycs, ctapa Ta npectapeHHa, 3ropbuniack, 4epes cuny

HOMM BOJ10YEe i NaJINYKOK NiANMPaETbCS.

Beinwna, noknoHunacb Ta n Kaxe; "OobpnaeHb Tobi, naHN4YeHbKy!"

A MaHMYy MOBYNTb, BUTPILLMB O4i Ta cone.

— Yomy Taku B Tebe HeMa HiIKOro nopaHHA? — Kaxke 6aba, He
NoTypatyun, WO BiH ONBUTbCA Ha HEl, MOB CKa)XeHUn. — Hi nTuui He
naTpatoTb, Hi bapaHusa He 3api3aHo, | MyKN Ha NOKLIWHY HiXTO He Kpuwe! OT
Tak Npmnbepucs! 3aBTpa B HLOrO Becinns, a BiH cobi i oB-Ba!..

He 3Hato, oe 6 To onnHmnnack cag 6aba, i 9k 61 3axpycCTinm ii KiCTOYKWN, i
xT0 6 TO iX i3 Lyunkom nosbumpas, akbu em'asH OMenaHOBUY HE PO3CEPAMNBCH
3a cii 6abycuHi peyi Tak, Wo BXe He MoXKHa 6inbw! MiHKM nOMy NOBHUIA POT,



aX yepes Kpan Teye, i A31UKa He NoBepHe, TiNIbKN TPYCUTLCH, Ta KyJlaKun
CTY/NMB, Ta CKUTINTb, MOB KPUBUI LyLUUK. [lyMKa TakKa, Wwo aKbun e Tpoxu,
TO BiH 61 3 cepus nonHyB. Ta AK Takn i cTepniTu? TyT YOJ/I0BIKOBI 30BCiM
6ina! Tinbkn 6ys0 HanaroAMBCb XXEHUTUCSA | Nl0Aen nocunaT 3 xnibom, a
TYyT NOMY AiBKa i nigHecna nevyeHoro rapbysa! Ta we X sKka n giska? Ta, Wwo
nobunacs 3 HAM TPOXM YM He Binbll rody, WO He O4HY HiY Npocuaina 3 uum
nig sepboto 6ina KpuHuui i TyT BoXxmnacs i 3anpucarnacs, Wo Hi 3a Koro He
nige, onpidy Noro; a TyT O4HO Te, WO nae 3a Apyroro; a gpyre Te, Wo nge 3a
MaHa KOHOTOMCbLKOro COTHMKa 3abpboxy, Had KOTPUM BOHa i 3a Oui, i B Bivi
HacMixanacs. Tak g9k TyT 6yno naHy CyaaeHKy cTepniTu, wo nicng Takoi 6ign
npunwna 6abycs, Ta wWe 1 Taka, Wo rmaKko CKinkamun y3aTu, Ta W Ha Hag HUM
Kenkye. BiH 6u, Ka)Ky, noTpoLms 61 il Ha WMaTKKN, 9K CTapuin gepkKay, Tak
NnoMy AyX 3anepnio, i BiH He 3[1y>Ka i NOBOPYLUUTUCH, @ BOHA TUM YaCOM i

Kaxe: .

— Yoro-60 T Tak nTYyeW? MoBYM Ta AU, Ta Cyxaln meHe. byay g cy4a
AOHbKa, KON MaHHa XopyH>XiBHa OneHa, wo 3 be3Bepxoro xytopa, He byne
3a 106010 e 3aBTpa 4YUM CBIT.

AK cka3ana nomy ce 6abycs, Tak BiH 3 pafoLLiB a)K 3agpuKaB Ta LWOCb
XOTiB CKa3aTu, Ta N He 3Mir; a TiJlbKKU BMBAJINB 04i Ta, CUJIKYIO4YUCh, NeaBe-

neaBe rMpomMoBuWB:

— No?

— Ta 6yab A WenbMOBCbKa, aHaxTeMCbKa Ao04Ka! wob MeHi oui
noBunasuam, wob mMeHi pykun i norm nokop4mno, wob meHi Tpsacus, wob Ha
MOI” TBapi Ciflo CIMCOT NICTPAYOK Ta BONIAYOK, — Ta N YCAKUMM
BiAAbOMCbKMMW MPOKJIMHAHHAMN CTajla MPOKJNHATUCh, — KOJIN, KaXke, He
3po6ato Tak, wo M 3 ONeHOo 3aBTpa y BYTPEHi 06BIHYaAELICS ; TiNIbKN
cnyxanm MeHe: agXxe Tn meHe gobpe 3Haew?

AK-Takn CbOMY NaHWYeBi | HE 3HATU KOHOTOMNCLKOI BiAbMU, ABOOXWU

3ybuxu (60 ce BoHa bByna), KoM BOHa NOMY pa3 A3MY0K NigHiMana, yapyre



OCTyAY 3HiMana; Tak BXXe faJsiacs BoHa MOMY 3HAaTUCL. OTTO AK MOYyB BiH Ce
BiJ Hei, TaK Ha AyLWi CTano NoMy ferwie: 3apas i 3po3yMis, Wwo nomy tpeba
pobunTun, Ta MepLin in 6epkuub M HOrK Ta N NPOCUTb:

— TiTo4ko, ronybo4ko! 3pobiTb, K 3HaeTe 3pobiThb, W06 Mos byna
OneHa; yiniciHbknii rog 6yay Bac piAHOW MaTIp'to 3BaTW; KYMJO MAaxTy,
04iNOK, CceprnaHokK, 4yoro 3aba>ka Aylua Balua i BAaLLIOro KoTa... TiNlbKn
AVBIiTECb NuweHb: Bxxe OneHa apyxe4ok 36mpa, KopoBarHULL BXXe A0CI fixXy
Mo XaTi NMOHOCUJ/IN; @ MNaH COTHUK KOHOTOMNCbKNN, MUKUTa YacoBu4, HanHSB

CNiNOro CKpUNHMWKa Ha BeCi/Ili rpaTu, Tak e BXe...

— Xiba X g He ABnoxa? {1 nomy 3pobnto Becinna? Hexan nuwieHb
YKOLUTYETbCA, HEXam NpoTpycuTb 6aTbKoBi KapboBaH4YnKkn onsa tebe, a 4 i
noro oxeHto! Hexanm i OneHa 36upa opy>xe4yok, Hexan NoYMHaTb
npucnisyBatn MnknTi, a 4 3Hato, WO 3BeayTb Ha [em'sHKa. [TpuHbMancs x
XYTKO; Kaxku, wo6 y rocnogi i neknu, i Bapunu, i 4oro tpeba HaTO4YUAKN, a TU
6i>xn 36upan 6ogp, cBallKy, CBITUIKY, CTAapOCTiB, Ta AKoro-Hebyab 6aTbka
3Hanan, wob nopsanokK gaBas.

Ary! naH cynneHkKo noseceniwas; XBaTUB MNOSC | CTaB nianepesyBaTuCh
Ta 3a wanky ébpaTuck, Wob iTn 3a noizgom, a ABaoxa, BUXOAAYM 3 XaTw,
CTasia BeCifIbHOI CniBaTun, Ta LWe N NPUCKAKYE:

Y DeM'sHKa Ta 6aTbKiB, MHOrO,

A pigHoro Ta Hi ogHoro.

Ta BCe TakKi, WO HannTucs,

A HIKOMY 1 NOXYPUTUCH.

Yce TakKi, Wo NUTU-rynsTu,

A HiKOMY Ta NMopagoHbKN OaTw.



XI

CMmyTHa i HeBecena ybupanacs y CBOIM XaTi MAaHHa XOPYHXXiBHa,
NocunosHa OneHa, Ha CBOEMY Be3sepxoMy XyTopi, Wwo Ha Cyxini Banui. |
BbMpaeTbCs, i He BbBMpaeTbes; Tpeba 6 To nocniwaTuy, 60 BXe y ceni
nepen3BOHUAN 00 BYTPEHi YB OAWH A3BiH i CTanu yBO BCi A3BOHUTY; Tpeba in
nocniwaTtu Ao uepksu, 60 y4opa Ha 4OMOBMHAX Tak Nopagnanck, wob im TyT
Yy BYTPEHi i 3BiH4aTUCb 3 KOHOTOMNCbKMM COTHUKOM, NaHOM 3abpboxoto,
MunknToto YnacoBu4em, a Big XxyTopa A0 cena byne BepcTtoB 3 N'ATb abo ABi:
Tak oT Tpeba in nocniwaTn, wob BCNiTK, TaK WOCb PYKN HE MiginMatoTbCA.
Y>Ke BOHa i po34ecanacs; Bxe i Kocu y apibylwku nonaena, Ctajsa NeHTn
noknagaTu... 3UpK! Wo Hi HaW/ly4Y4a CKUHAAYKA, WO 1M nogapysaB NaH
CYOOEHKO... 1l TaK i Y3510 i3-3a nJie4yen; 3ragasLun NOro, 3acymMmyBana i
TPOLKWU CnJlakHyNa. 3ybuxa X TyT TaK i po3cuUnaeTbCs. | Cloan WaTHeTbCS, |
TYAW MOTHETbCS: i HAaMUCTO OJieHi HAaB'A3Y€E Ha LWIMIO, | TOJIOBY KBITYa; a AK
Hapsaauna 30BCiM, TO 1 BUBirna mepulin HagBip; NnoBepHynacb Ha OA4HIN HO3i
NPOTU COHLA TPWUYi, 3aLlenoTina Wocb Take cobi Huwe4vkom, obsena pykoto
Tyawu, oe ceno, Ta  Cckasana:

XTO MaB nocniwaTwu,

Hexanm He Bunpe 3 xatu,

| wob no cxopn CoHUS

He 3HanwWwoB Hi ABepen, Hi BIKOHLA.

yBiweawu Bn'aTb y XaTy, CTasa 3HapsaaXaTn naHHO4YKYy OneHy [0 BiHUS;
3BeJlifia i TPUYi NOKJOHUTUCL ¥ HOrM BaTbKOBI | MaTepi, WO A9 Takoro
c/ayyato 3Hanwnum, a gani i bpatmkosi pigHomy. CTapwwin gpy>Xui Aana napy
CBi4YeYOK N'ATAaKOBUX A0 BiHUSA, XYCTKY PYKU 3B'A3aTW, PYLUHUK Mif HOTA |
lWara nig pywHWK nasamMapeBi 3a CTaBHMK, a Aajli TUXeCeHbKO, Wob HiXTO He
B6aumB, fana Tex OPYyXLUi AKYyCb KICTOYKY Ta AKMNCb pen'sawoK i HaB4mAa ii,

WO i KoM 3 HUMK pobuTn. OT i Niwna Hawa Mos04a 3 CTapLUOID APY>KKOI Y



ceno, nocniwatym 0o ByTpeHi, wobd Tam wnod npuHbMaTy 3 NaHOM
3abpb0ox0t0, KOHOTOMCbKUM COTHUKOM, MUKUTOO YNacoBunyem.

LLlo x pobuna Aspoxa, 3ocTaBwWnCb Ha be3sepxim xyTopi? Tam fgisyBana
roniB COpok AiBka, a 3Banu ii Conoxa. bigHa Ta npebigHa: Hi ogexi y Hel He
Byno i HiYoro. Ta we Ha 04HO OKO China, Bi4 NapLiB BOJOCCS NOBUIA3NIO, i
roJloBa roJiiCiHbKa, K L0JIOHS; YCA LWWNA B YNPSAKaX Ta B MICTPAKaX, axk Teye;
Ha woui orHuk; 3y6iB Heponik, ropbaTeHbKa, KypHOCa, TiIbKN AIMKa 3aMiCTb
HOCa; Ha OOHY HOry KpuBa i MpaBol CKapJIlo4eHOol PyKu 00 poTa He nigHece.
OT Taky-To Kpato 3ybuxa B3aBLWN, Ta 1 ybpana B IEHTU i 3aMiCTb KiC
noposnyckasna KiHui, yasarna y 4y>y CBUTY, BUNpoxasa HaMucTa 3 Xxpectamu
i noB'A3ana in Ha Wuio, Ta, 9K BXXe 30BCiM ybpana, ABaoxa nocaguna ii Bepxmu
Ha Masinyky, a cama cifla Ha Apyry, UMOKHYJa, HbOKHYA... NaJIN4KU
YKYPHYIN CKINIbKW AyXY, @)K N 3a HAMK XxMapoto. Mpubirwmn y ceno o
uepksu, Adsnoxa i kaxxe Copoci: "CTin XXe Tu, AiBKO, Ha PYHAOYKY, 6ing KyHwu,
Ta AepXXN B pyLi OTCIO MaKiBKYy. AKNN Ko3ak npunge Ta o3bMe Tebe 3a pyky,
Ta yBefe BiHY4aTUCb, HE OPO4YUCh, HE LapaMOHbLCS, BiH4anuCb CMiINBO. nagn
X, poxmnpanm go cxon coHusa". Conoxa ctasa i goxuaa, a Asgoxa MoOTHylacb
[0 CBOro Aina.

OneHa X 3 CTapLUO APY>XXKOIO 3HaWM iAyTb Ta NocniwatoTb y ceso, wob
nocniTn 0o ByTpeHi. OneHa, Wo nae, To yce Bnxsand naHa 3abpboxy, Sknmn
TO BiH rapHUN, YOPHABUW, MOBHOBUANN, SIKi TO B HBOr0 YCU LUMNETHI | AKNN
CaM yBeChb JIeNCbKUN Ta MOTOPHUN. AK XKe, iAy4un, Oe TiNbKK 3inayTb Ha
nepexpecTs, TO CTaplla Apy>XeykKa KiCTO4YKOolo, Wo fana fAsnoxa, Tpudi
naHHy OJieHy Yy CMUHY TUXEHbKO: CTYK, CTYK, CTyK! Ta n npnMmoBuTL: "A reTs,
Henobe! "; To OneHa ii i nuTa: "LLlo Tn, cecTpn4iko, MeHe B CNNHY ToBYeLu?"
— "Ta TO A, MaHHO4KO, Nip'A4KO 3HANA, Ha KYHTYWi 6yno npunmnno”. To
OneHa i cTaHe BN'ATb NPO NaHa YiacoBMYa KasaTu, Ta BXXe He 3 Tak Noro
NOXBAJIAE; TO B HbOr0 HEMa TaKUX O4YULb, AK Y NaHa CyA[eHKa; Ha ApyriM
nepexpecTi i yCu noraHiwi, 4YMM y naHa XansaBCbKOro; fasi BXXe BiH i CAKUN, i
TakKun, | CTUAKWA, | BPUAKWNA, | NOFaHWR, | MEP3EHHUI. A AK OinWwnan oo
LLepKBU, TO CTapLla ApYy»XeyKa TUXEHbKO 33a4y W po3B'sA3aJia WHYPOYOK, Ha
4imMm noBiweHNn ByB Kanwy4okK, a y TiM Kanwy4ui 6yna »xab'a4a 3agHa npasa

Jflanka, Ta 3 Hel X nepecyuweHe cepue Ta noboBa KicTo4yka, Ta MUMKMTOBOIO



cnigy Tpoxu. OT K po3B'A3ana, a TOW Kanwy4ok i cnas, Tak wo OneHa i
He34yslacs; OT BOHa 3apa3s i KpukHyna: "Llyp ke nomy, nek nomy, Tomy
3abpbocCi, HE X004y Ta N He X04Yy 3a HbOro 3aMiX. BepHimocs, cecTpo,
Aonomy". — "Ta 4oro X BepTaTbCA? —KaXke Apy»xxevyka — lNocTinmMo xouy
TPOXi Y LLEePKBIi; KON X NaH COTHUK Ao Tebe niginge, wob wnob npmHbMaTy,
TO TU TYT i BiakuHbCA. Ce we nomy ctngHiw éyae, Wwo npu nogsax Takumn
bewkeT nomy 3pobuw..." — "OTce cnpaBai, Wo Tak, — Ka)xe OneHa, — Taku
TYT NOMY MeXXi o4i | NOHY. Xo4iM e y LuepKBy".

YBiwna B LepkBy. NaHHa MlocMnoBHa 3UPK-3MpPK MO LLlepKBi — HEMa naHa
Ynacoeunya. Bxxe WBUAKO i BUNOYTb, @ NOro HEMA; OT BOHA TO MNOYEPBOHIE, AK
MaK, To nobisi€, AK NONOTHO; yce, cepaewHa, 6oiTbcs, Wob BiH He BBINLWOB
Ta Wwob He NoTArHyB 1l 00 Wby. AX 0Cb, TiINIbKW WO A0YNTaANCs 4o "Bo
yTpue i3bmBax", axk WacTb y ABepi: CBALLUKK, CBITUIKKN, Bospu, APYXKKO,
NigAPY>XXHWUI, CTAapoCTU; Ta yCe He NPOCTi, yCe 3 MaHCTBa, Y KYHTyLWax, y
yepkKeckax, y CYKHAX Takux, Wo TiNbKy noumMokan! e BaxkHiw 6ynum, 4yum y
Halloro NONOBUYa, WO A0 XBUIO30XBUT XOAMB Ta, OXKEHUBLUNCH Ha HaLUiN
OAKIBHI, Y HAaC y ceni NONoM cTas. A 32 TaKUM-TO NOI340M YBIALLOB i
MOJIOOUNN... XTO X TO Takmnin? OneHa Tak i 3aTpycuiacs, 9K B3gpina, Wo ce He
NaH COTHUK KOHOTOMCbKUI YN1aCcoBUY, @ CyTb NaH Cya0eHKO XaNsiBCbKUN
OMensHOBMY, KOFro BOHa TakK Wupo ntobuna. A cTaplia ApyXevyka MepLlin
TUM pen'axomMm, Wo BigbMa fana, Ta il y cnnuHy ToBk! Ta 1 npuMmosmna
TUXeHbKo: "Mpuyenuceb BN'aTe". OnieHa Nicng CbOro Tak i 3ropisa, Ta NPoMix
HapoA4y npornxasacsa A0 naHa XanssBCbKOro, Ta Noro 3a pyky cin! i kaxe:
"Bepu MmeHe! Ak xo4, a 6epu! Konn x B Tebe € Apyra, TO NOKaxku, e BOHa, 1
in, cyui, TyT e odi Bugpsanato. To a 6yno oboxesonina, a tenep ympy, Konm
MeHe nokuHewl..." — "Ta 1 XK 3a TUM, NAaHHOYKO, i MPMILWOB, Wob 3 Tobot
3aKOH NPUNHATN", — CKa3aB NaH CyAOeHKO Ta W NMoTAr 1i 3a pyKy A0 CTiNbus,
a Bxe nin 6ys noegHaHuin. He 3abapunnce, npocnisanu "nosy naogosuTty",
OKPYTWUIN KPYT CTiNbLSA, 3BENISIN MONOAUM NOUINYBAaTUCh, BYNCTUAN 3
MOJIOZ0r0 NiBKONW Ta W BiANYCTUAW, LOAOMY, @ CaMi 30CTaJIMCA TO CBIYKN
racuTu TOLLO.

Xl



CMYTHUI | HEBECEIN XOAUTb NO XaTi NaH KOHOTOMCbKUA COTHMUK,
Mwunknta Ynacosmy 3abpboxa, YPAAUBLUNCE SKMOXXHA FapHiLl, i BAroOIMBLUUCH
YUCTEHbKO, i 4yb migcTpurwm nobeceHbKo. XoAnTb BiH NO XaTi, Kyaun Lie
3BeYyopa npuixas 3 KoHoTona y ceno, wob y ByTpeHi BiH4aTUCS 3 MaHHOIO
XOPYHXXiBHOI NOCUMOBHOI0O, K Y4opa AOMOBMANCA. TiSIbKU L0 BAAPUIN B
A3BiH 00 YyTPEHi, BXXe BiH i CKO4MB, i po3byame naHa nucaps lMicTpsaka,
Puroposunya, L0 NOK/INKaB MOro y ctapli 6osapun.

Mokn A3BOHWAN, Halle KO3aLTBO roamnnaocs, obysasnocs, ogsaranocs; i sk
B>xe Bysa nopa, To, OASArHYBLUM HOBi, KOUMCbKNX CMYLLKIB, KOXXYXW, CTanu

BUXOOAUTN.

— Ta oTBep3anTe, NaHe Ynacosud, 6e3 npeTkHoBeHisA. Mpucni-6o 4vac.
HyTe X, HyTe! MowTo Hapj 3awwinkoto ranymnaetecs? CokpyLluanTe ii;
oTBep3anTe BpaTa y CiHW, — TakK KyMaHAyBaB naH PUroposun4y Ha naHa
COTHMKaA, WO 3Han Maua No ABepsaM, Ta He BiAYMHA.

— Ane! — kKaxxe MukunTa Ynacosud. — OTBep3an Tu, Konu 3Hangew. bavy,
HeMa aBepen!..

— Yeco pagun cue bucte! — Kaxke naH nucap. — [Bepi CyTb Ha npasi, a

npar Ha aABepsax. BOCTArHiTL MMIEHb NAAMKY...

— Tak ska TyT y 4opTa nnamka? CTiHa rona, a asepen katma. OT cam
0oOnBUCH!

KunyBcb naH lMicTpsk... xan, xan! may, mau! — HeMa aBepen Ta 1
KJIAMKW He Haslana; caMa CTiHa cTana nepefd HUM. Llyka o4uH, WykKa — ax
ynoTi€, CBApPUTLCA OPYrUiA i NepeMiHUTb NOro; cTaHe CKpi3b obmauyBaTn —

HeMa Ta N HeMa!

— Lo 3a Hepobpa maTn? e y racnupa nogiBasanca Asepi? — ax
CKUrNnTb NaH 3abpboxa; Ta 3 cepus ax 3ybamum kKnaua, 60 BXXe gaBHO y BCi
A3BOHWN Nepen3BOHUIIN.



— Buaix, oBepi, oTBep3atoLwmicsa cimo i oBamo i ce He 6i! — Tak rapyas
PuropoBuy, axk natam Ha cobi py4un. Oani kaxe: — A L0 COTBOPIMO, NaHe
COTHUKY? Po3Bep3im 06'ATiA i NpMCTyNiM Ha MPUKOCHOBEHIE, AOHAEXEe
COTBOPMMO COBOKYTIJIEHIE.

— Ta Ka>Xn MeHi NpocTo, NnaHe nucapt! Tenep He 00 NUcbMa! — Ka3as
NOMYy, aX nsadvy4u, naH Ynacosmd. — 9 n Tak cebe He TAMJIIO, a BiH wWe
NMCbMOM 04i KoBupA. Kaxn-6o npocro.

— lMpunKoCHOBEHIE, 0CcA3aHi€, cupivy MauaHie. laaiTe Bawly AecHUUY Y
MO0 WyNnLo, Ta 1 ByaeMo pa3oM MaLaHie BOCNPOI3BOANTU KPYT YCil XaTu, 4n
He CoKpuLlacsa ae ABepi BO OHiM Micui abo 4 He aKni Bpar, HeHaBnaamn
nobpa, noxnTn ix.

Hacuny po3dyxa naH MukuTta, wo nmcap xo4e pobutn. OT i NnpunHaIncs
MauaTu no cTiHi. OavH ige yB oanH 6ik, a apyrun y gpyrmum: maud, may! xan,
xan! "Yn €, Puroposuny?" — "HicTb! iwe3sowa, ako gum". — "Xopgim ganbLu”.
Bn'aTe niwnn. "HYu obpinn, naHe Ynacosu4y?"-"Tedy! Boman BoHM 3cam3num! A

BXXe 1 "0O0CTONHO" A3BOHATL. A! MOpoOKa Ta n roail..

ObnanatoTb yClo XaTy, 3iMAYyTbCA BN'ATb AOKYNW... HEMa ABepen, Ta 1
HeMa. Bn'aTb po3inayTbCs; TOM NO COHLIO, @ OPYrMiA HAaBNakKu COHLUA...
nanawThb... 3inayTbcA.. Hema! BXe 6 pagi xo4 6m BikOHLE HaMauaTb, TaK i Te
KaT MOro 3Ha ge Ainocb. AX niaadyTb obmnasa. NaH Ynacosny MukuTa ciB Ha
noniBuUi Ta gaBan yrosoc:

"B>xe [0Ci i ByTpeHs Biginwna, a MeHe naHHa XOpyHXXiBHa JOXKAanachk-
nooxXunganacb Ta, MOXe, BXe i gogomy niwna. On neneyko, nene4vyko!" A naH
MicTpsK, 3HaTb, WOCb CBOE HAayMaB; K CTaB cepef XaTu, pO3BOAUTb
nanbUsAMN i TiINbKW WO XOTIB WOCh CKa3aTu, aX 0Cb... bpA3b naamka! pun
nBepil.. wacTb y xaTy ABaooxa 3ybuxa, ix npuaTenbka, KOHOTOMNCbKA BiabMa,
L0 CaMa TaKy Mapy Ha HMX HanycTwua i ABepi Big HUX cxoBana. OT i

3aroMoHisla Ha HUX:



— Yu BM moaypinm, 4m nokasmnmca? J4koro racnupa sun Tyt pobute?
YoMy He npete BiH4aTUCL? Anle 3aTOro BUNAYTb 3 BYTpPEeHi, i Mmonoaa 3

OPYXKaMN 0aBHO XXA€, a BOHN TYT XaHbKN MHYTb.

-Ox, TiTycto! — Hacuny npomoBuB NaH 3abpboxa. — TyT 30BCiM Biga.

— CMyLLeHi€ BeNi€ y4nHucsa, — ckasas Puroposud, cnignob's
npurnagaymce Ha 3ybuxy. — Cia oBep, 3 HIO XKe Npoi3BeeHi€e COTBOPSETb
yBEeCb POA 40N0BivYeCbknn, 6uctb normbwas; i ce nakm obpitTecs, HO Kako? He

BimM!

— Po3Ka»xu T, naHe MUKNTO, MeHi No-JII0ACbKW, @ NMOr0 HIXTO He
BTOpona. LLlo TyT 3 BaMu 3a npuBmnaeHie 6yno? — Tak nuTana 9BOo0xa,
OByuimMTO | He 3Hana Hivoro.

— TyT Take 6yno, — Ka3aB NaH 3abpboxa, — L0 AK NOro i po3kKa3aTu.
XTocb 6byno oBepi B Hac Bkpas! Bxxe Mu ix nananun-nananu, obmauyysanm-

obmauysanu; npunwnock 6yno npobi kKpu4aTn, a TM TyT i BBIAWNA.

— Te-Te-Te! 3Halo-3Hal! — Kaxke BigbMa. — bay4, cy4a LOHbKa, wo 6yno
Hapobuna? Ta g il nepecnopto. BoHa we 1 He Take xo4e 3 Tobot 3pobutn, Ta
TV He noTypawn. |an nuwe 3 609pMHOM WBMALLE 0 LepKBn Ta i 6epn cBotO
AiBKy. He po3rnagan, 4m BoHa OneHa, 4m He OneHa, a Tinbku bepu Ty, WO
CTOITb Ha PyHAYKY, 6ing KyHN, Ta y pyKax 4epBOHY MaKiBKY Oep>XXUTb. [Na4u
X, He oyXxe Bepeayn, i Ha OneHy, xou ii i mobavynw ge, He kBancs: 1o byae
He BOHa, a 3 MakiBKoOt TBOSA. bay, npubirna 3 Kueesa gaanHa naHa cyaaeHKa
XansBCbKOro, Lie 3/illa MeHe, Ta He 3 TaK 3Ha, 9K 4. BoHa nepw B Tebe
ABepi BMKpana, a Tenep Ha naHHo4ky OsieHy Hacnasia Mmapy, OyuiMmTo BOHa i
cnina, i KpUBa, i YMpsKyBaTa, i KOPOCTABA, | OyLiMTO BOHa 30BCiM He BOHaA.
OT)Xe, TN He uapaMoHbCH, Wob Ncsaoxa He NOCMiANacsa Haa HaMu.
BiH4ancsa'cminmeo; a Ak npunae Bif BiHUSA, Tak A yce 3/11e€ BiABEpHY i 1, CTapy
CYKY, NpoxxeHy. bixiTb e wBuglwe. — Ta, CEE Ka)Ky4u, rnsiHya Ha
Puroposunya Ta n MOprHysa nomMy, a TOM KaxmKHYyB NO-ASKIBCbKW Ta N CKa3as

cam cobi: "Oorapascb!"



OT Hawi xnonui, NnoasaKyBaBLUKN FABAOCI YCAK 3a CBOE, MepLin Niwn cobi.
Mokwu Jinwnu Ao LepkBu, axk BXXKe yCi NOBUXOANNN, TiSIbKM CcaMi nonu
30CTanucs, gewo npubuparym, Ta 3 J04en AexXTo, TO CBIYHEYKN MIHSAYN
Towo. A naHa XansaBCbKOro 3 MOJIOAOIO Ta 3 MOI3A0M i AyxXy He 30CcTanocs. A
Conoxa cToiTb Cobi Ha pyHAYKY, 6ing KyHU, MaKiBKY y pyKax MHe i XeHuxa
xpge. NMNaH MukuTa Ha Hel 3UpK! Tak y HbOro Y XXUBOTI i MOX0OJI0OHYJ10. XOpoLwla

kpans! AMBUBCh, CepaeLllHNI, Ha Hel Ta, 3L0XHYBLUN BaXXKO, i Kake:

— LWWo To 3a nposBa CTOITb?

-MHI0, — Ka)xe nncap, — AKO Cisl ECTb €AMHAA i3 CEMUAECATU ALepen
uaps lpoaa, ix e BiH, OKasHHWI, Nnopoan norybu paan poaa
XPUCTUAHCBKOro. EAMHa CYyTb IMXopajKa, Apyra JIMXOMaHKa, TpeTs TPAcus,
yeTBepTa HanpacHuUs, N'aTa NoraHka, i NPoYuni iM Xe HIiCTb Yncna, A3 xe

MHIO...

— Ta He MHKN-60, NaHe Nucapro, a Kaku Aino. Y e nepeBepTeHb, YK ce
BOHa crpasAi Taka?

— €n, rocnoavHe! €rga BO33pto Ha HEl YMHUMW 04MMa, TO 3P0 NaHHY
OneHy, XOpYHXXiBHY, lOCMNOBHY, Npe-BeneninHyio AiBULLIO, Erfa Xe
pPa3CMOTPIO il FPIXOBHUMUN, MJIOTCbKUMUN O04MMa, TO obpiTato 11 i3'iaomMoro
napwamMu rnaye ycix Mep3ocTen yCcboro amus 3emsii. A3 )Ke MHI0, KO Ci€ €CTb
obaBaHi€ ABOoxn Benemynpoi, pekwe 3ybuxm, exxe yCTpoi NOCMiSHHA paau

Tpecyrybo-aHaxTeMCbKWN NPOKAATOI BibMUN KUIBCLKOI.

— Tak Wwo »x, NnaHe nucapto, bpaTtn?

— Ta bepiTb, fobpogaito. Awle coBiCTb He 3a3puTb, 6epiTb. CoTBOpITE
COBOKYTIJIEHIE, @ MO COBOKYMJIEHIl yCAKOI 06aBaHi€ iLle3aeTb, AKO OUM, i
PacTOYaETbLCA, IKO Npax NepCTHUN.

OT naH YnacoBuY NiaTAar XuBIiT Ta niginwos Ao Conoxm Ta N Kaxe:



— Yu He Coi3BOJIAETE, NAHHOYKO, 30 MHOK W06 NnpunHATM? — A Cosoxa

I 3aryrHsasuna:

— Coi3Bonsio.

MepLwinn nobpaBLLINCE 3a PYHEHbKU, SK roayb 3 ronybkoto, i BBiNLWAM Y
LLePKBY Ta 40 CTinbLus.

He 3abapunnce i ix obkpyTnTun. NaHoTeub i kaxke: "A nouinymnteco!" lNaH
3abpboxa He ayXe po3rnanas, 06Tep ycm Ta CBOKO rapHy moaoay LMok! Ha
YyCIO LIepKBY, Ta 3 pafoLLiB i BAKMHYB MOMOBI aX N'ATb aJfiTUH, Ta yce
OeHeXXKaMmu, i MiloB 3 CBOEK Mo0400 Y be3sepxun xyTip. A cTapLuuin
6osapurH, NaH MNicTpsaK, KULWKK pBe 30 cMixy, Ta 6ira no ceny, Ta 36upa cBin
noisAa, wob weunale Ha nocar MONOANX CafO0BUTW.

Xl

CMYyTHUW | HeBecenun CToNAB, MOHYPUBLUWN FOJIOBY a)< A0 rpyaen, naH
KOHOTOMNCbLKN COTHUK, Mnknta Ynacosmyd 3abpboxa, y bessepxomy xyTopi,
6ing NaHCbKMX XaT, ANBAAYUCH, WO NaHHa XOpyHXiBHa, OneHa NocnnoBHa,
CMOWTb Ha nocagi 3 NnaHoM cyaaeHkoM, flem'asHoMm OmMensHoBM4YeM
XanascbkuMm, a 6ing Hboro cToiThb... Conoxa! [liBka rapHa,, 4enypHa,
ogsrHa... 6o wo 6yno Ha Hin 0o BIHUA MO3MYEHO, 4YM MJlaxTa, Y CBUTA, YK
HaMWUCTO, YN CKUHOAYKM, TO yCe NoAMN CBOE NO3HIMaNuM, a BOHa 1 30CTasnach
ronomo3sa, 60ca, Copoyka 4Yopua, AipsABa, PO3XPUCTaHa, i TiIbKN L0 LUMAaTKOM
CTapoi NnaxTu 3an‘'sanacb Ta n rogi. OT yce ybpaHHA Ha Hin! OTTak-To oMy
yapy>xunna siBooxa 3ybnxa, KOHOTOMCbKa BigbMa, 3a ToON BeLlKeT, Wo BiH i
Ha piyui i Hag pivkow Npu BCiM rpoMai 3pobums. A 1 He BiH XKe TO, KOJIX Mo
npasAi CKa3aTu; TO NOPaBCb 3 Helo NaH licTpsK; BiH | MaHa COTHMKA Ha ce
HaBiB; HYy, Ta 3HA€ETe, WO Ha CBITI yce Tak ige: wo nucap 36e3ginbHmyYa, Tak
MOMY i Hi4Oro; a cyans 3aypy, He 3Hat4u gina, nignvwe, Tak BiH i y BiABITI;
Ha HbOMY YyCe JINXO i CKJlafeTbCs.



CTofB-CTOSIB NaH Y/1aCcoBUY AOBreHbKO i pO3yMy He NMPUI0XKUTb, LLLO NOMY
Tenepe4kun Ha CBiTi N pobutn! 3abir 6u Ha Kpawn CBITYy, Ta yxe wnby He
po3ipBe: Ka3aB-b60 NMpwu BiHYaHHI, WO "He NOKNHY 1T aXX [0 cMepTi". A 9K rnaHe
Yy BiKHO, — noro naHHa OneHa cuanTb Kpan naHa XanaBCbKOro; AK rnocsyxa,
WO APY>KEeYKU NMPUCNIBYIOTb BXE He Tak, K y4opa, 3aMiCTb MUKUTKKN Ta BXe
[em'aHKa, a cCNinuin CKPUMHUK, CUOAYN Y CIHAX, WO e AYXY CKPUMNnNTb
HepbeHcbknin mapu, a 6icoBa BiabMa, ABaoxa 3ybuxa, 3amicTb maTepi
CNONTb Y YHepPBOHUX IOXTOBUX YoboTax 3 NigKoBaMun y n'shb, a Ha FOJIOBI
Knbanku, Wwo yce-To 3aTb, NaH XaNsaBCbKUN, HafJapyBaB, Ta Lie BOHA BU3NPHE
[0 HbOrO Yy BIKOHLE Ta 1 rny3ye Hag HUM: Tak a)k 06 nonum 6'eTbCa pykaMmu i
3ybamun knaua.

MNaH Puroposuny maB Byn0 NOKNHYTK i CBOE BOAPCTBO | NPUTYINTUCSA A0
4y>Xoro secinng, 6o 6a4ms, WO TyT i CTpaBa ycaka Myapa, i ropinku
Bbaraubko, i MOWTYOTb HanoApaa yCix, He po3bupatoyun, XTo nepy nN'e, a XTo
BXe i n'aTy. NiTKHYBCb OyJ10, Tak NOMY | HYapKu MOHIOXaTW He fanwu, i y xaTy
xony He panu: "lan, — KaxxyTb, — cobi Ha cBoe Becinnsa". OT BiH nNogymas,
L0, KaXke, ")XXNBe NOKNHY, @ MepTBOro nifgy cbKaTn", naHyB IM Yepe3 rnopir
Ta 1 NilWoB 40 CBOro 4oisay.

OT ix opy>XHo 3ibpaBs ycix i Kaxe:

— A W0 X, NaHe COTHUKY! SKOro NMBa HaBapwuau, Take byaemo n NuTu.
Yoro TyTeydka byaemo posrnagatmn? Tpeba cBo€ aino cnpasnsaTtu. MNMoigemo
nvweHb y KoHoTon, Tpeba K noYyanm, Tak N0 3aKOHY i CKiHYaTW; BXXe 1

HepaHo.

Moixanun, npuixanan, CAK-Tak ganam NOpsaaoK, 4OCTanan Ae40ro y rnaHa
YnacoBnya 3 MaTtepusHu, Npukpuan rpiwHe ConowmnHe Tislo, cTana xou
TPOXW He 3 Tak bpuaka; nocagnam MOJIOANX 3a CTifl, CTpaBu X Byno ycakoi
HaBapeHo, byna X i ropinka, 6yna 1 BapeHa. Taku Hi4oro ckasatu: 6yno gino
3 NOPSALKOM.



Y cniBanu gpy>xe4vku, 4nm He cniBanun, 4n TaHUoBain napybku 3
AiB4aTaMu, YN He TaHLUIOBaNM, a MepLLi NoAiNINAN KOPOBaM Ta N NOJIOXKNIN
MOIOAUX CNAaTU... 30UXHYB HE pa3 TAXKKO Ta Ba)KKO NaH Ysiacosuy,
3ragylo4mn, Ha aKnx 6u To M'skeceHbKMX nogyLlevykax cnas 6u BiH 3 NaHHOIO
XOPYH>XIBHOIO, | YCe... | TE€E... a TYT A0BEJIOCh /iIAraTh Ha CBOIN MaHUYiBCbKiIl
nepuvHi, Ta we 3 kopocTaot Conoxor... Ta we Ha Ty 6igy, 36upatoymnck Ha
NaHHi NoCUMNOBHI XXeHUTUCH, Ma3bKy, Taku HaHbMUY-KY CBOIO, LLIO MOMY
ycerpa nicng obig y ronosui cbkana, BianyCcTMB A0 NaHa NMcapsa 40 TOro X
Aina. A cnpgaydm Ha nocagi 3 cBo€to Conoxoto, K B34piB Ma3bKy, WO npunnia

Ha BeCiNNg ANBUTUCSA, TaK... aXK OCKOMa MNOro y3sna...

Hy, cak-Tak nepeHo4vyBanu. dka He 6yna Conoxa, a NPUNLLIOCH TiN, WO
3aMiCTb MaTepi, N0 3aKOHY XOMYT HafiBaTn, 9K BOAUTbLCSA YaCOM MO BECINAM

y ropogi...

LLle ny>k4ye naHa YnacoBu4a y3§B XKaJlb, K NaH XassBCbKUN 3 CBOEIO
Moi040t0 Npmbir Tapaganko y ropos nokpueaTucs. MNonepeay Be3yTb Ha
NPeBNCOYEHHOMY P4l 3anacKy LWOBKOBY Ta YepPBOHY-4YepPBOHY, SIK € caMa
HaCTOoSALLA KaJIMHA... | KOHAM 4ybu, i My3unuli i pykun, i CKpUnky, i 4yb, i ycn
4YepBOHMMW NNIeHTaMn Nonepes'a3yBasn; i NOKPUBaAIN MOJIOAUX Y LLepKBi. A B
naHa MuknTn Ynacosm4da 3abpboxm, Xo4 i € CTbOXKKA, € N XyCTKa, Ta 6a! He
BuBe30. MNMosiB Cosioxy NOKpPMBaATU APYXKKO... HA CMITTH, N0 3aKOHY. JInxo
HawomMy rnaHosi 3abpboci Ta n roai!!!

3ibpanuca nogun, narogAaTbCa Kasay po3aingaTn, 3MOBAAIOTLCA, YAM NaHa
3abpboxy gapyBaTu: "CAKNN-TaKUNM, a BiH € COTHUK Ha4 COTHED, CTapLUVHa,
XXMeHelo npsaanBa He Biabynell; a Koy He Tak, TO BiH Takn CBOE KOJn-
Hebyab BioaaunMTh". OT pagaTbCca npoMex cebe: Ton xo4ve bapaHus, Ton
nopocs, TOW TenyLwKy AaTw, i BXXe naH lMicTpak, 3Bu4anHo, Sk nucap, y3ssLim
BYroJib Y PYKM, X04€e 3anncyBaTu Ha CTiHi, XTO O NOAPYE; a APYXKKO
30MpPaETLCA BUKPUKATU TAaKUMU FOI0CaMUN, SKY XTO CKOTUHY MOAAPYE... axK
ocCb i B6Ir ko3ak i3 YepHiroBa i 3apa3 nogas NMCbMO A0 NMaHa COTHMKA Bif

CaMIiCiHbKOro rnaHa noJIKOBHMKa YepHIroBCbKOro.



Haayscb Haw naH 3abpboxa, MOB iHAWK, i CTaB WNKaTK, Wwob yci
3amopyany, i Kaxe: "UnTtbTe nuweHb, MoBYiTh! MNaHe nucapto! a npovuTan-
Ke cen nenopT. bay, MeHi HikoNK; g Tenepeykn Ha rnocafi CMxXy, 1 Mo1o4UNA.
A ynTtan, yntan! Y Hema AKOi HOBUHKN abo AKOT MUAOCTI? Ta ros0CHILL

yntan!"

Moku naH MicTpAK YMTaB NO CKagaM Ta 30MUHABCA HaL CJIOBOTUTIA,
TakK LLe HIY0ro; K >Xe CTaB No BepxaM 4ntaTu, Tak Hy!-iTb! iTe!.. Ta 1
Tinbkn. Tam Byf0 Take NUcaHo, Wo NaHa 3abpboxy, Takn HaWoOro MMkKnTy
YnacoBu4a, 3a4MM He NoCJlyxaB rnaHa NOJIKOBHUKA YEPHIrOBCbKOro Ta He
NPMNLWOB 3 XBabpoto KOHOTOMNCBLKOI COTHE Y YepHiros, Sk nomy 0yno
NMMCaHO, @ 3aMiCTb TOr0 3aMn0JliCKyBaB Y CTaBKY, KOHOTOMNCbLKNX MOJI0AULb Ta
cTapux 6ab, MmoB NnaTTH, Ta 3 NiBAECATKA IX HA CMepTb YTONWUB; a fani, aK
BULLYKaB NMPOMeXX HUX BiAbMY, Ta I i nigaascs, i HopTALi AyLly 3aKpPIiNnocTus,
Ta ” NiTas y BUPIiN, MOB TON NTax 3aMOPCbKUN, WO YCi ntoan 6ayvmnn, i
AVBYBaJINCb, | NONAKAINCL, @ EeAKUM MaJIUM LiTAM | Nepenosiox Buansanu,
Tak-To nobpe KymaHAyBaB NMNaH COTHUK Haf CBOEK COTHEID; TakK 3a Te NOoro 3

COTHMYeCTBaA i 3MIHUTW...

K ce Mo4vyB Hapof4, Tak i BXXaxXHYJINCb, | CTOATb, POTU
NOpPO334B/OBABLUN, @ Hal cepaelwHnin 3abpboxa CMANTb, MOB FrapayvmM
bopuiemM NOXAMHYBCS... i Ka3aTu 6 To, i y ropni 3actpsno, i nobnif, i NocuHiB.,
| 30NNHUBCSA, | CNIbO3U NYCTUB. A PUroposuy nomy i kaxke: "OT Tak ke, naHe
COT... YN TO nMak B)e, naHe MuknTo! Tak T06i i Tpeba. Tu BXxe byno gyxe
po3ibpaBcs, i BXXe N Nnucaps He Cayxas, i MaB yMHiWunn noro 6ytu, Ta, 6bay, y
BUPIN NliTaB, Ta COTHMUYECTBO i NpoiTas. Ce X LWe Ha nepwoMy JINCTKY TakK
HarmMcaHo, a 0Cb NepeBepHeMo Ha APYrum, Lo To TaM NpoYnTaEmMo. Moxe, 1
Haw Bepx byae. LnTbTe X yCi, C/lyXanTe; KOro Ha4ynTal Hag BamMu
COTHMKOM, TaK 3apa3 NoKJIaHANTEeCb NOMY i Ha pasieub 3 FOCTUHUAMMK igiTe".

Ta n — nepesepHyB Nanip, ycun posrnagns, 03MpPHYB YCiX, Wwob anesmnncsa
Ha HbOr O, i KAXNKHYB TPUYi NO-LLIKONAPCbKN, | CTaB YNTATU... K )Xe Ha4ynTas,
1O KOHOTOMCbKNUM COTHUKOM HaCTaHOBWJIN He NOro, sIK BiH BaXkaB i WnMpo
Hagisascs, i 3 TUM | 3abpbOXy CKPYTUB 3 COTHMUYECTBA, a 3 APYroi COTHI y3au
cynneHka, em'sia OmensaHoBMYa naHa XasssBCbKOro, Ta h NUCbMO YrycTus, i



roJsloBy MOXWAMB, | 4OBro AyMas, fiyMaB, Aasi NiLAHAB rosioBy Ta 1 Kaxke cobi:
— "Napma! nigi6'tock nig HoBoro Ta 1 6yay Hag HUM opyayBaTu. Hepnosro
6yne naHyBaTu. Mowwnto i CbOro y AypHi, NOro i 3aMiHATb, TOr Ai BXXe, NEBHO,
A 6yny. OcTaBancs X, NaHe COT... YM TO Nak, NaHe MNKKTO, 3 CBOEKD
Cosnioxoto, a g nigy 40 HOBOro rnaHa coTHuKa, eM'aHa OMmensaHoBuMYa, | Ton
nofapyHoK, Wo naroame Tobi Ha BeciNNfA, NOHeCy NOMY Ha paneub. A XTO,
xJjonui, 3a MHO?"

-Al al a!l q! — 3apeBsa rpoMaga i NOTArN 3 XaTWU, HE3BaXKak4u, WO 1
YapKKW NOHaNIMBaHI i Kana4d gpy>XKOo Nokpass. | Wo To ckasaTu: yci, i APYXKKO,
i nigapy»xun, i 6osapw, i yci po3inwnuce; 30ctaBcb caMm Muknta 3 Cosnoxoto;
HikoMy Byno 1 cTpaBwu icTu, Wo Ha 06ia NoHaBaploBaaN.

OTTake-To 6yno Becinng y Mukntun Ynacosuya 3abpboxu, wo 6yB KONUCh

y C/laBHOMY COTEHHOMY MiICTE4YKOBi MAHOM COTHUKOM!

XV

CMyTHUW | HeBeCeNnn yBinNLWOB Ha OPYrniA OeHb Y XaTy 00 MukuTu
Ynacosu4a 3abpboxu NaH KOHOTOMNCbKMA Nucap, MNpokin Puroposuy LicTpsk.

Ta, BBiWeaAwWwN, TakK i MOTOYMBCA Ha NlaBY, CXWINBCb Ha CTif1 Ta 1 3aroJioCusB...

— He 3apaBan xanio, Puroposund! — Kaxe nomy Ynacosmy. — TyT i Tak
HYOHO Ha CBIT AMBLUTUCL. Yoro-60 Tn BuEwW, HeHavye cobaka? Xiba 4m He
Hanana i Ha TBoto lMa3bKy KOpoOCTa, K Ha Moto Conoxy?

— bopan yci Ha cBiTi i Conoxwn, i Ma3bky, i ABOoxn, yci, yci
MOKOPOCTSABINKN, TO MeHi N bangyxe. Nope, Ynacosnyy! rope nocTmxe mMoto
yTpoby 00 pa3sgpakeHis!

— A MeHi Wo 3a Hy)xaa? — Ka3aB MukuTa, 3ragaBLln, K BiginwWos Big
HbOro MicTpsaK, MoYyBLUK, O NOrO 3MIHUAK, | HE flaB NOMY HisiKOI

NnopafoHbKKW, Ta LWe N Yy BiYi HaCMiaBCS.



— He BO3noM'aHM MOix nepBux 6e33akoHin, apy»xe! HuHi i a3 rpiwHnm y
NPOCTOPI COAEPIKYCS.

— 9K Tak? — cnuTas Ynacosuy; a lMicTpsak no-cBoemy, ro-
NMNCbMEHHULbKW, | pO3Ka3as, AK BiH NPUNLLIOB 00 HOBOIO COTHUKA
npexsabpoi KOHOTONCLKOT COTHI, [leM'asHa OMensHoBMYa NaHa XansaBCbKOro,
I K TOW, Ka>ke, "BO33pPiB Ha HbOr0 ropAsiM OKOM | HEYUCTUM CcepLeM, akn Ha
nca cMepasawa", i 3senis NOMy NucaTn 00 BEJIbMOXXHOIO NaHa NOJIKOBHUKA
nenopt 06 Takim i 06 Takim aini. Puroposuny 3axoTis nomyapysaTu i, wob 3
nepLwoi NOpwu 3aHy34aTW NaHa COTHUKA MO-CBOEMY, W06 He ayxe bpuLlKaB
NpPOTW NMcaps, HanMcae NO-CBOEMY. NMaH COTHMK po34yxas, WO He Tak, 6o i
cam 6yB NnUCbMeHHUN, Ka)xe nucapesi: "He Tak!", a nucap nomy yB oaBiT:

"Tak! 2 BXKe 3Halo, Wo No-Moemy ny4y4de byae!" MNaH COTHUK KPUKHYB:
“Muwn no-moemy!" a Nnucap Kaxe:

"fl Ha Te Nucap, A 3Hato, AK i wo Tpeba!" 9k e naH COTHUK
PO3JIIOTYETLCA, AK KPUKHE:. "Tak TN BXXe He nucap, CAKUN-Takun CUHy!" — i
no4YaB KopeHUTW i baTbKa, i MaTip, nonepen 3abpbolWVHKX, a gani i
MicTpsakoBux, i BBECb pofa 1x, a gani camoro lNicTpska nass-nass Ha BCi 60Ky,
Ta B NOTUINLIO BUrHAB NOro 3 XaTu, i 3MiHMB NOro 3 NMCapcCTBa, a HaMICTb
LLOro HAaCTaHOBMB MigNMcYoro, xnonus, 6nasH4, "ero e, — Tak 3aKiH4YMB
MicTpsaK, — He egnHOX AWM 3a BO3s106ia Yyxpas i N0 1AABIAM NOpyraHie

YUHUX".

— CKaXXn MeHi Ha MUIoCTb, Puroposuy, — nutas MmkumuTa Ynacosu4, —

XTO Ce HaM TaKy NaKoCTb YKPYTuUB?

— One MeHi! — 3auxHyBLUK, Ka3aB licTpsak. — Bpar poaa
4osi0BiYecbKoro, Aisaoxa 3ybuxa, BeMKoiMeHUTas BiAbMa npecsaBHOI
cnoboan KoHotona. Cnsa-To yBosMe3awnnaa, Wo N NoneTiB ECK, akn NTUuA
nepHaTas; BOHa obysna i NaHHY XOPYHXXiBHY, HUHI NaH0 XanaBCbKy; Ta LWe
— ox! — i COTHUYKY, BoEXe bU iMITU HENPETKHOBEHHOE HaMipeHi€ CoOiTUCA 3

Tob0ot0 y 6pak; BOHa i A0 ybnTKky Tebe npenpoBeae; BOHa i rNyMeHIie Haa



HaMMn BYMHWIA, NMOXUTUBLUN B HAC ABepi; BOHa npespaTu rHycoobpasHyio
TBO nMaHy Conoxy — Hexan 3a40poBa byne! — 3aMicTb Ninoobpa3Hoi NaHHK
OneHu i ogpyxn Tebe 3 Hewo; BOHA, BOHa BCbOMY 3J1y CYTb i BUHA, i NpuynHa,
i NpegmeT. A BCe Ci€ YYMHIN YB OTMLLEHIE 3a MOpyraHie Hag NaaBisMn es.
BoTwe mMu 1i, Apy>Ke, 3aMiCTb NPOYYXaHKWN, HE COXKIOXOM, KO A3NYHULLIO,
XBapucemnky, CafyKenky i MUTapky, y neli xangencbkon!

— Tak noganMo Ha Hei nenopT! — Ka3aB 3abpboxa. — Hexan BOHa HaM
3annaTuTb 3a 6e34ecTs, Wo Hac NO3MIiHANM Ta we MeHe Ha COoocCi 0OXKeHUN.
Hexan 1l nocagaTtb y Kosnoay...

— OBBa! — 30MxHYB PnuropoBuY i Kaxe: — He iMmaTb HUHI BNacTi Hag Helo
HiXTO. [NaHi COTHMYKa y4MHUIA I NapyeBe BO3riaBi€e, CUPiY OYiNOK, i HOBY
HaMiTKYy, i N1axTy; a NaH COTHMK XansaBCbKU npucTasn fo ii paba i page
KOHS, | MecHuka, i ginatens, wob i gposa pybas, i BOAY BO3MB, i KOTa
roayBsaB. | AaHa i BNaCcTb Ha YCbOMY ML 3€MHOMY i YaknyBaTw, i 06aaTw, i

rNYMUTUCA LINIOE BPEM'S | NONIBPEMEHI.

— Tak, 3Ha€w, wo 3pobumo? 3aknmyem ii, MoB obpi, o cebe B rocTi.
Mepw, Nno4acTyeM, a fasi HafgaeM TyCaHiB, i WOKK in noni6'em i 3ybu ocTaHHI

noBmMbuUBaEM.

— lMnoHb, gpyxe, Ha cito ABaoxy! A nave ycboro rnoeesin, rocrnoguHe,
YHeCTN HOCATKy 4Yoro-Hebyab. Ocbk BUNumnMo xxypbu pagu, 1o ny4vde byne
naHe i obaye.

— Ta n Bunmnmmo x!

OT YnacoBud i rykHyB Ha Cosioxy, a BOHa IM yTo4una i yHecna, 4oro
Tpeba 6yno. Ctanun kpy>xaTu. MNoBU-Uig>XKyBaBLIMN FAPHEHBKO CKiJIbKN TaM
HOCaTOK, 3 Xypbun nense po3inwNMcCb Mo xataM. | micna Toro wo AeHb, TO 1
CXOANNNCA XKYPUTUCA, Ta 3HaN Kynnkanum, 60 Hivoro im 6yno 6inbw pobuTun...

MwuHynoca naHcTBo!



3AKIHYEHIE

A cloto NoBiCcTb, abo Ka3Ky, Ta po3Ka3lyBaB MeHi NokinHun MNMaHac Meciopa
— KOJIN 3HAETe; | BOHa Ay>Xe fnosra. Tam € Take, WO W NaH XansaBCbKUN,
Hdem'aH Takn OMenaHoBMY, OT WO HAaCTAaHOBWJIN COTHUKOM Y CJTaBHOMY
COTEHHOMY MiCcTe4ykKoBi KOHOTOMNI HaMicTb MUKUTK YNnacoBm4ya naHa
3abpboxu, Ay>xe WBNAKO rnepepn HavyasibCTBOM LWOCh NPOLUBUHAPUB, | NOrO 3
COTEHCTBa 3MiHUAN. A N0ro xiHka, cebTo OneHa MocmnosHa, wo 6yna naHHa
XOpYH>XiBHa i nonepeny Xxuna y bessepxomy xyTopi, wo Ha Cyxin banui, Tak
LWOCb TaM... AKOCb-TO... rM! npobpoina... He 3Halo, WO i AK... TiSIbKMU MY>XUK i1
i odinok 36u., yci natan noobpueas, i odi nonigbueas, a fani nigpizany
BOAMB N0 yCbOMY KOHOTOMY MO BY/IULSAM, @ NMUCApIo, WO HaMmicTb Npokona
Puroposunya licTpsika cTas, MOJIOAUN NapeHb, COB0I0 YOPHABUN Ta
KpacuBui, Ta y34B Ta MiBrosioBU NOMY yrnonosx o66puBs, Ta n NporHas Bif
cebe....

Ycim e iM ce cTanocs ocb 3a wo. MNMaHy 3abpboci — wob He 3a4aBaBCb Ha
nucaps, a pobme cam, AK BiH € Ha4YanbHUK, Ta Wo6 pobms no npasai, wob
CNyxas, WO NMpuMKasaHo Bif Ha4a/bCTBa, @ TO NOMY Ha4vyasIbCTBO Npeanucye y
noxon iTn, Mo>Xke, DOPOHNTN Hapon Bif HeNpusaTesd, a BiH Y3BCb
3an0JliCKyBaTn XiHOK, 6ay, TONUTK BiAbOM, LLOO BEPHYIN O0LL Ha 3eMIIO;
ByuiMTO BiAbMU MOXYTb NPOTU HEBECHOT CMN SKY KanoCTb Ha CBITi
3pobunn? Yce npge no 6oxomy nosesniHito. Ta wob He Tonue Hapoay; 60, NoKu
[0 BiobMu gobpascs, CKinbkn ayw 3rybus nosaHanpacHo? LLob He ynaBaBcsA
B YaKJlyBaHHS, MOKUHYBLIN Bora munocepaHoro, 60 YopTaka 3apa3s 4yepes
CBOlO HaHbMU4KY, 3ybuxy, nonopaBcs Haa HUM aobpe, Wo i y BUpin NoneTiB,

MOB rycak, NtogaM Ha cMmix!

MicTpsaky Puroposmnyy — wob He o6aypioBaB CBOro HavaslbHUKA, HE
nowmBaB NOro B AypHi, a wob pobus i kazaB nepen HUM ycio npasay. LLo6,
pO3CepaAuBLUMCE Ha Noaen, He pobus IM Bign, K TYT 3 XXiHKaMn: Ha KOro
CepauBCsH, a CKiJIbKWN Ayl 3aHanacTuBe, Y BOAI MOTONMUB, i CUPIT 30CTaBuB? A
W0 Hannywe, wob He NMB TaK LyNnKO ropifiKu.



| naHy XansiBCbKOMY 3 MOIr0 »XiHKOIO HEe MUHYJI0CS; He NOXWAN y naay.
3a4uM 3apa3 KNHYUCA 40 BiabMN? 3a4MM 4Yepes YakyBaHHA — Ta
BOPOXXiHHSA, MOKUHYBLUK 3aKOH CBATUIN, cobi nobpannca? Ere! Xo4 i npunHanu
Wb, Ta Ak He 4Yepe3 60Xy BOJIIO, a Yepes ABAOXYy Ta yepes ii pen'axu Ta
KiICTOYKM CyLLEeHOi »xabun, Tak BOHO ycCe i Masio Npaxom.

A wo 3ybuci poctanocs, To Hexan 6or 60poHUTL! MoOKKN NaH XanAaBCbKUN
OyB KOHOTOMCbKMUM COTHUKOM, Tak NoXXmnna y po3kouwi. bys in i 6aTpak, byna
N HAaHbMWYKa, Bif COTHUKA MaHLWWHOIK NpuUcTaBJ/eHa, i Ha paneub xoamnum go
Hel o an 3apa3s nicas COTHUYKK, | HIXTO He CMiB 1T He TilbKK BiaAbMOto abo
4yMM B3MBaTW, Ta We 1 Benn4anu ii mo meHHto: CemeHoBHa, abo naHi 3ybuxa.
OT pno 4yoro 6yno npunwwino! 9k e naHa XanssBCbKOro "MiHUAKW, Tak i Ha Hel
yBe€Cb MUp MJOHYB. Ta BOHa TakKu WBMAKO 3a4axa, 3a4aBnina i ckopo ayba
nana. Ta we He 3apa3s i BMepna. Lo BXxe cTpaxgana! YMupa i He BMUpa; i
pPyKaMu, i HOramm He OBUra; a CTOrHe Ha BClO XaTy, — TaK WO i Ha BYJINLIO
4yTun 6yno. A TyT LLe KiT il pO3XOANBCSA Ta HABYUTb 3@ HE CKiJIbKU € AYXY...
OT TaM-TO He cTpawHo byno!.. Oani 3ipBann cTento... TyT Ae B39BCSA BOPOH,
Ta YOPHUN-YOPHUW; YNETHA4YM Y XaTy, HAANETIB HaL HEl, KpuiaMn MaxHyB...
TYT I i aMiHb... TinbKK 3ybun BUCKanunal.. a KiT Tak i 1OMNHYB,, SK Ny3up; a
BOPOH, XTO MOro 3Ha, Ae i aiscb!.. Hikyam il No-nt04CbKU XOBATWU; BUBOJIOKIN
3a Ceslo, 3apWn HUUb Yy MY, Npubunm 0OCMKOBUM KiJIKOM Ta 3BEPXY i

3anniwnnm, wob we He ckoymna. Cobaui cobayva cmepTb!

OT BaM i KOHOTOMNCbKa BigbMa!



