Mepeknan 3 poOCINCbKOI
H. 3a6inn
byB skoCb MenbHUK. XKnB cobi Ta n BMep,
| TPbOM CUHAM Hi40ro He 3a/ULWKB,
OKpiM oCna, MJIMHa N KoTa, — Ta 1 Bce!
OT cTapwum cuH y3saB cobi TON MSNH,
cepenHin bpaT 3abpas cobi ocna,
a MeHLLOoMY [icTaBCA TiNbKU KiT.
3acymyBaB, 3abiaKkaBCS lOHaK:
— BbpaTn Mmoi, — BiH Ka>xe, — BABOX 3'€4HaBLUUCD,
cobi Ha xni6 3yMitoTb 3apobuTn.
A Wo X MeHi? KoTa crnekTu Ta 3'icTu
i NOTIM 3 XyTpa BUYNHUTU KOMIp,
a pani wo pobutn? Ynm NpoxmntTn? —
Tak MipKyBaB BiH BroJ10C, 3a>XypUBLLUCD,
a KiT /leXKaB Ha NpUnivyky Ta cjiyxas
i panToM Kaxke: — He cymymn gapemMHo!
Tw cnpaB MeHi nw 4060Tn N TopObuHy,
wo6 Mir xognTn 9 Ha NONIIOBAHHS,
ToAi 1 nobaynwl, Yn Taka Hik4eEMHa
Ta 4YacTKa cnagwmnHun, Wo Tn ogepxas! —
Xa34iH, X04 KOTOBI 1 He NoBipuB,
Ta BCe X 3rafias, WO KiT i cnpasai CAPUTHUIA:
MULIEeN Ta NautokiB BiH obpe HMLWKB,
e U XUTPOoLLi BUragyBaB BCiNAKi —
3
TO MEPTBUM CKUHETbLCHA, CTOPY roJI0BOIO
NOBUCHE aecb, TO B bopowHo BbepeThCs,
CXOBA€ETbLCA B AMMaPp, 4K MNig gixetro
NIeXXUTb, CKPYTUBLLUUCH KiJIbYNKOM. TOMY-TO
BiH CJ1iB KOTa He NPonycTMB MNOB3 ByXa.
| cnpaBAi: TiNbKU-HO BiH Ja@B KOTOBI
nobpsavy Topby n 4oboTn BENUKI,
KiT Topby novenus cobi Ha WO

Ta W pyLWwmnB MoJIloBaTb B TaKy MICLUUHY,



e, K BiH 3HaB, Kponis 6yno 6araTo.

Y Topby BCMNaB notepyxu 3 CiHa,

NOKJIaB Ha 3eMJIto, Nlir HeHavye MepTBUN

i CTaB Tepnasaye xaaTtn, wob akecb

e HeJoCBiAYEHE B XUTTI KPOJIb4aTKO
NpnbIrno CKyWwTyBaTK NOTEPYXMW.

| BiH HepgoBro xnas. OCb NOSABUBCH
AKUNCb OYPHEHBbKNW LOBrOBYXUA KPOJIKK,
noHtoxas Topby, HOCMKOM MOTOpPras

i BNi3 BCepenuHy... A KiT WBNOEHbKO
CMUKHYB 3a LUBOPKY 1, TOpOy 3aTArHyBLLN,
pPO3MNpaBmUBCA B OAHY XBUJIMHY 3 rocTtem!
Panwun 3 cBo€i 34006U14i, Mucnmeeub
NiLLOB A0 KOPOJIBCbKOIro najnavuy

i nonpocume Npo cebe CrnoBiCTUTW.

KopoJib 3Be/1iB BBECTUN KOTa B NOKOI.

KiT yBiNLWOB, HU3€HLKO YKJIOHUBCH

Ta N Kaxe Tak: — BceBnagHum rocygapio,
1 BaM KPOJiA NPUHIC BiJ CBOro naHa
Mapki3za Kapabaca (Tak Ha3BaB BiH
CBOro xassiHa)! Mowany wmpy

Mil NaH BaM nepeKasye YKJIiHHO

i NPOCUTb BaC NPUNHATU Len AapyHOK!

— CKaXn MapkKi3oBi, — KOpOJib BiAMOBMB,
O MOAAPYHKOBI A Oy)Xe pajun,

i nepenan nNomy Moo noaaky! —

KiT YKJIOHMBCS | NiLLOB 4040MY,

i MOKM NLWOB BiH 4Yepe3 Tow nasau,

BCi Nepen HUM BCTaBaau 1N TUCAKX nany,

6

BCMiXalo4ynCb NMPUBITHO, ag)xe BiH

6yB NPUNHATUIN NaCKaBO KOPOJIEM,

AKWA, HAaNeBHO, NMPO LepP>XaBHi Cnpasu

3 HAM [0BrrO BiB PO3MOBY HaoAMHLU!..

A KiT Takui 6yB YeMHUN, WO HABKPYr



BCi AMBYBanUCsA W raganu, Lo Nposis
BiH BCE€ XXUTTS B HaMKpaLlLliM TOBapUCTBI.
OcCb TpPOX¥ 3rogoM 3HOB MiLLOB Ha BJIOBU
KMIT/IMBUI KiT. 3aCiB B T'YCTOMY XWUTI
i3 TopbOK CBOEIO 11 TaM BMiMaB

Ha Len BXe pa3 OBOX XUPHUX Nnepeninok,
i IX HeranHo BiH 40 KOpPO4,

SIK | KPOsfA, NOHIC y NogapyHOK —

BCe Big CBOro mapkisa Kapabaca.
Oxo4nn 6yB KOPOJIb 40 MEPENINOK,
iI3HOB 3BeJliB BBECTU KOTa B XOPOMU

i, Nepenifok BJIaCHOPYYHO B3SBLUN,
BiH HaKa3aB Mapki3y Kapabacy
noasKyBaTW WKMPO. Tak HaL KiT

e TUXKHIB TPU-4OTUPU KOPOJIEBI

Bif iMeHi mapki3a Kapabaca

yCe HOCMB KpOJliB Ta nepenisiok.

OT 9KOCb BiH Ai3HABCHA, WO KOPOJib
3ibpaBcs Ha NPOrynsaHKY 3 A0YKOIO

(a2 ua poyka noro byna KpacyHs

Taka, WO 1 CBIT We Kpawoi He 6bayus),
i LLO BOHM NOIAYTb a>X 00 Pi4KN.
Hi3HaBWMCA Npo BCe Le, XUTPUM KiT
Bpa3 40 xa3siHa npubir i kaxe:

— {KLWo Tenep Nocsyxa€Ew MeHe,

TO CTaHewWw i wacnueunn, i baratun.
Ane pnsa uboro Tpeba, wob T 3apas
NiLWOB KyNnaTuUCb B pivLi. 1 BXXe cam
BCe Adani Tak 3pobsio ak cnig. A Tu
cnpnm cobi B BoAi Ta xtonoLwucs

i He Typbywncsa Hi npo wo! — Taky
nopany BUKOHaTb Mapki3zy Kapabacy
B6yno He BaXkko. [leHb 6yB Tenann. BiH
niLoB oxo4e, 40 TiEl pivky,

y BOAY B3 i B HIiN CUONTb MO WNIO.



A BXe 1 KOpOJib 3 J0YKO0 30BCiM 611M3bKO!
TyT panToMm KiT 9K 3aKpu4nTb: — PatyuTte!!!
Cioan, ctogn! — Lo cTanocsa? — nNUTAaeE,
nig'‘ixaewmn, koposb. — Mapkiza Kapabaca
norpabysann n kuHynn y soay!!!

BiH noTtonae!!! — BMUTb KOPOJIb HakKa3s
Big4aB CBOIM MiHICTpaM i BeJIbMOXXaM—
BCi KWHYJINCb TATTW 3 BOOWN MapKi3a.

M

A KOpONEeBI KiT LWenHyB Ha BYXO:

— Xan byne, rocynapto, BaMm BigoMo,

O Mi MapKi3 HeLwaCcHMN 30BCiM roJni,
60 3n04ii 3abpanu BClo ogexy! —

(A BiH 0ge>XXy caM CXOBaB B KyLlax.)
Koposib HeramHo 04HOMY 3 MIHICTPIB
.CKa3as, Wwob Ton i3 cebe oaAr 3HaB

i 4aB Mapki3oBi. MiHICTp niwoB 3a KyL,
pO34Arcsa Tam, i OCb B MOro oaexi
MapkKi3a KiT npeacTaBmB KOPOJIHO.

Koposib nackaBo npusiTaB Mapkisa,

a yepes Te, Wo Ton ByB 3 cebe KpaceHb,
He AMBO, WO N KpaCyHi KOPOJiBHI
cnopobascs BiH. LLle n MyHOMP PO3KilWHNA,
X04a A1 HbOro TPOXN N 3aBEIUKUN, —
60 Haw oHakK 6yB TOHLW KM 3a MiHicTpa! —
BCE XX BUrNa4 HaZlaBaB NOMY Y4yOBUN.
KopoTwe Ka)kyyu, MapkKi3 ycim

npunas ao cepusd. CiCTu pa3oM 3 HUMU
NOro B KOJIACKY 3arpoCcuB KOPOJib.

A xnTpun KiT BNepen nobir wonyxy.

Konun ue 6a4ntb — KOCapi Ha nykax
36upatoTb CiHO. KiT rykae im:

— Koponb npoige TyT! | 9KLL0 BK

He CKa)keTe, WO Li 3es1eHi yku

€ BJIACHICTIO Mapki3a Kapabaca,



TO BiH YCix Haka)xe nopybaTu

Ha Opi3o4kn! — A 0Cb KOpPOJIb Nia'ixas
i 3annTaB: — CKaXiTb, KOMY HaJIeXXUTb
LS CiHOXaTb? — Mapki3y Kapabacy! —
BCi pa30M 3aKpuyasnm Kocapi,
KOTOM-XUTPIOrOK0 HaIKaHi 40 Kpato.

— bararTi nykn maeTe, Mmapkise! —
KOpPOJib MPOMOBUB, @ MapKi3 BKJIOHUBCS
i BignoBiB: — Tak, NyKW HernoraHi!

TvM 4YacoM KiT LWwe gaJsii mocniwwms,

i cepepn nosis BiH »eHLuiB nobayms,

AIKi B CHOMW B'A3a11 CTUMJIE XXUTO.

— [en, ntogn pobpi! lgne Haw Koposib!
BiH 3annTa€ Bac: YME Lie XXNTO?

| AKLLO BM HE CKa)keTe oMy,

O ue nons Mapkisa Kapabaca,

TO BiH 3Be/INTb YCix Bac nopybaTm

Ha Api304kn! — AXK 0Cb KOPOJIb Nif'iXas.
— KoMy HanexuTtb nosie ue? — nuTae
BiH TMUX XeHuiB. — Mapki3y Kapabacy! —
>KEHLi NOMY BiAMOBININ 3 NMOKJIOHOM.
Koposib NnpoMoBUB 3HOB: — Mapki3e, Bu
nonsa baraTti maeTe! — A Ton

3HOB YKJIOHMBCSA 1 BiAMNOBIB CMOKINHO:
— Tak, HenoraHi! — KiT Bce pgani 6ir

| BCIX 3yCTPIYHMX BYUB, AK KOPOJIIO
BiANoBigaTb. byB BpakeHU KOpPOJib
baraTcTBamu Mmapkiza Kapabaca!..

| OT HapeLwTi 4O AKOroCb 3aMKa

Npubir Haw KiT. BiH 3HaB, WO B LMX MiCLAX
»XunB Jlrogoig-4aknyH. MNpo Hboro KiT
baraTo 4yyB. B 0ooHYy XBUANHY BiH
3MeTMKYBaB, Wo cnig pobutb. Cminmeo
[0 3aMKa YBIMLIOB i NONPOCHKB,

wo6 Jltogoia NpUNHAB NOro NlacKaBgo.



OT1 Jliopoing cnuTtae: — AKi AOina

BacC, KoTe, npueenan 0o meHe? — KiT Ha ue
BignoBiB Tak: — LLlaHoBHWI Jltogoine,
AAaBHO 5 YYTKY 4yB, HEMOBOW BU

yMI€ETE 3@ MUTb NepeKkngaTucs,

KM TiNIbKW cxo4eTe. XoTiB b1 3HaTK 4,
4yM cnpaBhi OTaKUM YyLEeCHUM XUCTOM
BU BOJIOAiETE? — ABXEX, 3BMYalHO Tak!
Ocb nogmeiTbca! — | YaknyH 3pobuBcs
XXaxJINBUM NIEBOM 3 FPUBOIO MYyCTOIO

i 3 roctpumm 3ybamn. bigHnn KiT

TaK HansgKascs, Wo (xo4 6ys B 4060TAX)
OOHMM CTPMOKOM Nig AaxoM OnMMHMBCS!..
A Jliopoig 3aperoTaB i 3HOBY

3pobmBCH NOONHOLO | MOMNPOCUB KOTa
Ha3agn 3inTn. CnycTmecA 3 faxy KiT

i Ka)xe: — 3HaTun 6 9 xoTiB, ogHayve,

4K MOXKeTe BU i B MaJsly TBapUHKY,

xo4a 6 y MuweHs, nepeBepHyTUChL?

— 3BUYaNHO, MOXXY, — Kaxke Jliofoia,

TO XUTPICTb HeBeNmka! — | oapa3sy
3p0o6bumBCA BiH MAaNIEHBKUM MULLIEHSAM.

A KiT TOro 1 XOTiB, BiH TiiIbKNn — CTpunb!
Cxonwus i 3'iB ogpa3y muweHs!..

Kopo/ib TM 4YacoM i Cloaun A0iXaB,
CMUHUBCSA | MNTaE: — Yun e 3aMOoK? —
A KiT, 3 rocnogapem Tak CrpUTHO MOKIHYMBLUN.
4yekaB y>xe 6ina BOpiT yKIHHO

i Tak Ka3aB: — Ym byne Balla slacka
npoi3aoMm, rocygapto, 3aBitatu

B LLleW 3aMOK 00 Mapki3a Kapabaca?

— fAK? — 3anuTaB KOpoJib. — | 3aMOK LLen TaKOXX
HaNeXXUTb BaM, MapkKize? 9 AMBYyOCb

i oy>xe paguin nobysaTtn B HboMy! —

| HaKa3aB KOPOJib CBOIN KONACL,



nig'ixatn 4o raHky. Bunwos cam,

a KOPOJIiBHI pyKYy LaB MapkKis,

i BCI NiLWAn rno cxogax y rokoi.

Tam y npocTopin ranepei bys
HaKPUTWUIA CTiN i NONYAHUK FOTOBUIA
(6o Jlopoiag Ha yyTy 3anpocuB

CBOIX 3HANOMUNX; Ta BOHW, Oi3HABLUWUCD,
O TYT KOPOJib, HE 3Ba>XWUJINCb BBINTH
i noganuce gogomy). OCcb fo ctony
KOPOJib MiLLOB 3 AOYKOK Ta MapKi3omM,
i noYann BoH beHkeTyBaTH.

Konn ) y KOpOoiBCbKil rososi

BMHO 3alUyMyBaJso, BiH i KaxXe:

— Yum He cxoTinm 6 BK, mapkize nwobun,
wo6 A 3a Bac BiAAaB CBOIO OOYKY? —
Mapki3, 3BM4anHO, 3rogmnBcs oxo4e,

i B TOM »e Yac Becinnga sigrynsanu.

KiT 3anmwmeca npu asopi. 3pobumscsa
BEJIbMOXXEI0 BEJINKUM i Ha CBATa

B 4060TAX OKCaMUTOBUX 3'ABNABCA.
BiH navLtoKiB IOBUTM 30BCIM KUHYB,

a AKLLO i IOBMB, TO /N A9 TOro,
W06 NOpPO3BaXKUTUCL | Ty HyAbrYy,

Lo 0BHANa NOro Ha CXuii BiKY,

Npo AHI MUHYAI 3ragKoK pO3BisTb.



