Y Kuesi Ha Moponi,

Ha »XXUTHIM TOPXXKY,

TaM KJisgJla He4YucTa cuia

[loneHbKY TipKy.

Hapginwna nuxa roguHa,

MomiHaBCSA Yac,

LLlo y>xe Ko3aubKi 4iTn

He 60aTbCHA HacC.

Konnck aaBHo xuB cobi 'y Cabagalwi ctapuin ko3ak Mexton. Tak cobi
nobpe xunB, 3aMO>XHO. MaB rapHy xaTy Ha OBi MOJIOBUHK, NACiKy, CAKe-Take
rocrnoaapcTBO, KOHMKA, KOPOBY — OOHE CI0OBO, Xa3siH Ha BCto ryby. XXuB BiH
Ha OKOJINLI cena — AKpa3 0To, Ae Aopora rnoeepTae nonig NaHaopeeBy Bepby
Ta Ha OxMaTiB Haf CaMiCiHbKUM NiCOM.

Hobpuin Yonosik 6yB MexTon — XiHKY ntobunB, KOAN-HE-KON Ti CyxaBs, A0
pob0oTK He CUNyBaB, a Tak, AK CaM MPaALOE 3 PaHKY A0 HOYi, TO 1 BOHA 3 HUM.

Hapoaumsecs y HUX CMHO4YoK. Ha3Banu noro CeMeHoM, a 3a KyMiB Y3411
BiHnka i gaabka TumyxTesd. Migpic CemeHko, 6aTbKO MOro KO3aLbKnNX 3BNYaIB
HaBYMB, Y LWLKOJY BigAaB, a K y>Xe B KOJ0404KM BOMBCSA, TO MiA roplivka
obcTpur i Ha Ciy BignpaBmB — A0 by3iBCbKOro KypeHs, Ta 3Beis, Wob
KOLLOBOIo CJlyxaB.

OT akocb nepen Pi3ABOM XiHKa MexToLoBI N Kaxke:



— AroB, 4OJIOBIY€E, Y/ XX TN He 3HAELL, WO Yy HAaC APOBa CKIHYNINCA — y)Ke
HeMa 1 naTunydka, wob y niy ctpomntn?! CKkopo KabaH4ymka KosioTu, koBbacu
LUKBAPWUTW, @ TM | B BYC He amMew? AHy, 40-CTa Ha MnedYi 1exaTn — ranga aoo
nicy no gposa!

3anpAr MexTo KOHAYMHY Y CaHW Ta W NOTAM MO CHIiry Ao nicy. 3akum
nepeBo cyxe Bubupas, 3akmm pybaB MOro, 3akKnuM Ha LypnaJikKu NOro 4enynss,
3aKMM Ha CaHM CKNlaZlaB — y)xe N nocyTeHisio. Konu gasan Ha3az noesepraTy,
aXk 3@ HUM i CNifly HEMAE — Hi AOPOrn, Hi CTEXKW: CaMi AepeBa CTiHOO

CTOATD.

bnykas, 6nykaB MexTon — 6iga, He MoXxe 3 Nicy BUNTU. Y)Ke N KiHb
NPUTOMUBCSA, Y>Ke N 30BCiM TEMHO CTasio, Ta We 1 Bixona 3ipsanacs. Ctano
MexTo4oBi N94HO, @ TYT LUie N BOBKW 3aBWUIN — foBedeTbCcda nponagatu. Hi
pPYWHMLi, Hi wabni MexTopn 3 cobolo He B35B, @ COKMPOIO Ta MUJIKOLO Bif BOBKIB
He BiobuTucA. No4yaB MexTon KOHSA NMOraHATU, a TON negse aunbae.

— On, — Kaxe MexToa, — KoM 6 AKMNCb YOPT MeHe 3BiACK BUBIB, TO,

3[03€TbCHA, BCe 6 3a Te BigOas...

Tinbkn CKa3zaB — AK TyT-TaKu 3-3a cyxoro ayba BucKakye 4opT. Xyaun,
pyauvin i poraTumn.

— A wo, — nutae, — 3abnykas, Ko3a4e?

— Ta 3abnykaB, MaTepi TBOIN NepeKoBiHbKa, — Ka)xe MexToa.

— A Ak BnBepy Tebe 3 nicy, TO WO Aacu? — NUTaE YopT.

— 9 6 Tob6i, reMOHCbKOMY CUHOBI, FapHMX pPi3oK bu gas, Ta 6iga 3mMywye.
Ka>xu, Lo xo4yeLu.

— Binppnan meHi, MexTone, Te, wWo B Tebe goMa 3'ABUIOCHA, MOKU Tebe He
6yno.



3amucnmecsa Mextoa, — nobpun xassiH BCe y CBOEMY Xa3AaMCTBI 3HaE. Lo
>K TaM HOBOIO MOXXe 3a AeHb 3'aButnca? Xiba y Kypku ange 3Hanwnoca —

TaK AnUs He WKoaa.

— J[lobpe, — Kaxe MexTopn, — BigaamM.

— 'napn, — 3acTepirae 4opT, — NaMm’saTan CBOE CNoBO. 4 no obiusHe
3aBTpa npunay.

Ha uboMy CNoBi HOpTAKa WAaTHYBCHA, KPYTHYBCS, KOJIECOM MNPOKOTUBCS |
3HUK. | Bpa3 gopora 3'aBuiacs, i gepeBa po3CTYNUINCS, | CHIr nepecTan
nagaTwu.

AvBnTbCA MexTon — aXk BiH i3 CaHbMM BCe MO KOJy Kpyrom ayba i3auvs.
To nomy 4yopTsaka oui Biasoaums. Nogasca MexTon [oA0OMY, @ BAOMA XiHKa Ha

BOPOTAX CTOIThb.

— Jle X Tu, YonoBsiye, BewTaewca? Mepwin no xatu! Pagicte y Hac —

cuHoK i3 Civi Ha CBATKM npuixas!

MexTon Tak i o6imniB. Lle X BiH pigHOro cnHa He4Ynctomy noobiyss!

CuvH pagie, 6aTbka obinmae, rocTuHUi fapye, a MexTon cBiTy 6inoro He
H6a4nTb, He 3Hag€, 9K i ckazaTu npo 6igy.

"A, — OyMa€, — He CKaXXy Hi4Yoro — Moxxe, gacTb bor, yce obingetbca".

nOBe‘-IepFU'IVI 4yum bor nocnas, Noracunn KaraHeub, Ta U cnaTu Noaaraau.

A BHOYi XTOCb Mig BIKHOM LLErMnoYe:

— MexTonae, a Bigaoan-Ho, wo obiysas, 6o rope dbyne!



MexTon 00 BiKHa, a XKiHKa KaXe:

— Jle>xun, 4YonoBivye, 4Yoro niaxonmBecsa?

— TaXX XTOCb Y BIKHO CTyKa€, — Bignosigae Mexrtoga.

— To T06i BBM)XXAETbCA — yCe TUX0! — 3aCrnOKOKE NOro XiHKa.

Hivyoro MexTtop in He po3noBiB i Nir cnaTu. A Ha PaHOK A0 CTalHi — ax
TaM KiHb 340X. MoBYMTb MexToA4 Winunm geHb, BCe AyMaE, Wo Noro pobmntn?

3HOBY BHOYi XTOCb NiJ BIKHOM ryKae:

— MexTone, a Bigaan-Ho, wo obiusas, 6o ripwe dyne!

— XIiHKO, 41 TW WOCb Yyew? — nNuTtae MexToa.

— Ta Hi, Yonosiye, Bce Tnxo. A xiba wo?

— Ta TakK, BY4yBa€ETbLCA.

3HOBY MexToA i1 HiHYOro He po3noBiga€e. 3paHKy A0 XJliBa — a)k KOpPOBa
3[40x7a. 3annakaB MexTon — po3nMoBiB, ika noro 6iga cniTkana.

— Wo » pobutn maemo? — BigKaeTbCA.

— A WwWo X, — yTiwae noro CemeH, — BeAiTb MeHe, TaTy, 4O JliCcy — Ae X
ue 6aveHo, wob Ko3ak Ta 4YopTa 3/19KaBCA?

Hapar CemeH wwanky, B34B Y KULWEHIO JI0JbKY | NanyLy TIOTIOHY Ta 1
nopascsa 3 6aTbkoM A0 nicy. A nig AyboM 4YopTaKa AOXKMNAAETLCA — 3ybun
wepbaTi WKipUThb:



— A wo, MexTone, Taku npuBiB cMHa? OTO AK 6u we n cboroaHi Tebe 3

CUHOM He ByNo, TO y)Ke Ha PaHOK i T HeXneuin bys 6un!

Moxoame YopTaka kpyrom CemeHa, NOAMBUBCSA Ha HbOIO 3 yCiX DOKIB.

— [apHOro cnyry MaTuMy — Kax<e.

A CeMeH y ByCa CMI€TbCH:

— CRyXnTun, To N CNyKNTn. Ane gaBan 4OMOBMMOCS, Wo byay Ay Tebe
[O0TU, LOKN CaM MEHEe He BMKeHeLl, a 3a cnyby nacu Topby YepsiHLiB!

3pafiB HOPT, KPUBEHbLKI Py4KK notep:

— Oue, Ko3a4e, bynew y MmeHe, 0OMNOKKM TBOIrO BiKy CTaHe, a rpoWwnKy Mol

Lini 3anmwaTtbea!l

YcmixHyBca 1 cobi CemeH, 6baTbKa nouinyBas:

— He XypiTbCs, TaTy, CKOpo BAoMa 6yay!

Ta po 4vopTa:

— Hy, Beou BXe, Kyau Tam xo4eu!

MoTar yopTaka CeMeHa y AyrJio, Wo B cTapoMy ay6i YopHie. A Tam
ApabunHa ooBXKese3Ha axk Nig 3emnto nae.

CnycTunucs BoHW 00 YopTa y nig3eMHuin ceiT. AmBntecsa CemeH — Hebo
4yepBOHE, B 03epax BoAa YOpHa, AepeBa CyXi i NOKpyYeHi, CipKO cMepanTb —
HY YNCTO AK OTO B XKaLUKIBCbKIi KOPYMI MiC/s 3/I04INCBbKOr0 ipMapKy.



Bene 4opTsAKa [0 CBOEI XxaTw, a xaTa BcA obnynneHa, cTpixa gipsea, TUH
NOBANIAHNIN — TiNIbKW YopTeHATa BiratoTb TyAn-Ccloan, SK MULLIEHATa. A
CKiNIbKU IX TaM — Y1 COTHS, Y1 OBIi, TO TiJIbKU XKiHKa@ YOPTOBa 3HAE. A XKiHKa Y
yopTa Taku HernoraHa MoJsiogn4ka — Ha Nivui Kawy i3 Ki3sKiB BapUTb Ta

KOMUCTKOK NOMILLYE.

— Oue, — Kaxxe YyopT CemeHoOBI, — nuwato Tebe TyT. 4 nigy oo nogen
6iny pobutun, a Tn giten moix rnagitumerd. Ta nunbHyn fobpe, 60 9 ckopo

MOBEPHYCA Ta NoAnBJIIOCA, AK TU CrpaBJIAELLCA.

MopaBcsa 4YopT Haropy — Tpeba X nomy oo PizgBa BCTUrHYTU LLKOAW
HapobuTn YecHUM noasaM. [LOBro YopTAKa Mo BCbOMY CBiTY TOBKCSH, HapeLUTi
A040MY Mifa 3eM0 3ani3. Konm AnBmMTbCA — Wo To 3a 6iga? — cuanTb
KO3apJitora Ha ropboyky Ta JitlofeyvKy NasanTb, @ YOPTEHATA KPYrOM HbOIO SK
Ha MYLUITPI WNAaUnpyTb. YNCTEHbKI, BMUTI, Nig rOpwnK 06CTPUIKEHI, e 1

KO3aLLbKUX MiceHb cniBatoTb Ta CeMeHa NMaHOM COTHUKOM Besin4atoThb!

YopTsaka a)k 3aniHMBCA Bif 310CTi:

— Lo > ue T Hapobue? HYoro ix HaB4YMB?!

LLlo 3 Hux pani 6yne?! He rogeH Tu, Ko3aye, YOPTOBUX AiTen gornagaTu,
ranga 0o 4YopHoi po6oTn — gpoBa pybaTtumeru!

Mocmiaeca CemeH, Ta 1 NogaBscs No APOBaA.

YekaB, 4eKaB HYOPTSAKA, Y>Ke 1 Mivyka BMX0J101a, a Ko3akKa 3 ApoBaMu
Hemae. Mobir 4opT wykaTn CeMeHa — a)k Ton cobi CNTb NiA KYLWWUKOM.

— Yoro ue Tn gpoBa He pyba€Ew? — peneTye YopT.

— A Toro, Lo Le He Ko3aubka poboTa, — kaxxe CeMeH, — y Hac Ans
naJjiveBa CBOI Ci4OBI ApOBa E.



— A TO X fAKi? — NUTaE 4opT.

— A ocb AKi, — gicTae CeMeH NOopOXiBHULLIO.

— TaK ropaTb, WO He 3aracuw!

— A pacu? — nNnUTaE 4opT.

— YoM He paTun pobpomy 4osoBikoBI? Ha, Tpumai.

BXOnmnB 4YopT NOPOXIBHULLIO Ta N MepLLin 4OA0MY, NiYKY TOMUTU CIHOBUMU
ApoBaMu.

Ine CeMeH NoBOJIEHbKW NO3aAy, KOJIM Yye — 3arpuMisio, 3a4BurTino,
3apesino! Jusntbca CeMeH — no Heby 4epBOHOMY rMiyKa /IeTUTb Ta BOTHEM
AVie, a 3a Hel Ka3aH i3 Kissskamum nepekmngaeTbca. [lobpe Ko3aubKi ApoBa
6abaxHynn!

MpuxoanTb CeMeH A0 XaTu — YOPT Y CaXki, HOpTUXa y CaxKi, HOpTeHATa y
CaXXi — reTb yCi 3aMyp3aHi.

YopTa axk Tinae€ Big 3/10CTi, @ BUrHATU KO3aKa He MoXXe — rpoLwlen

wKona.

— Hy, Ko3a4e, Tenep Tebe nig Harnag »XiHui CBOIN NMWatlo, — Ka)ke 4opT,
— BOHa BXe T06i bangnkysaTn He gacTb! A 9 TMM YaCoM e Mo CBITY
nobirato, kKanocTi noaam nopoobito!

3HOB 4YOpTSAKa A0O0MY BEPTAaE — a)< panToMm ronosa 3acsepbina, Ta Tak,
Lo Hecuna TepniTn! Mau-maL 4opT 3a rososy — wWo 3a 6iga — 3aMiCcTb ABOX,
Ta 4YoTupw poru Bupocao! LLLo ue Tam Ko3aK 3 YOPTOBO XiHKO pobutb?!



LLIBMoeHbKO YOpT — [0 Aynnaa, A0 ApabuHn, 40 XxaTn — a XxaTu i He
nisHae! bineHbKa, YenypHeHbKa, CMHBLOW hapboto nigmManbLoBaHa, CBIXKOKO
COJIOMOIO BKpUTa, HOBEHBKUM TUHOM 06ropoa keHa. A Ha OBepsAX KapTUHKa
HaMasibOBaHa: Ko3ak Maman 4yopTa gosbHeto nonig XBiCT LianTb!

YopT — A0 XaTn, a NOro XiHKa Ha nopir He Nyckae.

— Twn, CAKUN-TAaKNN CUHY, YOro ctoam npunepca?! s TpucTa pokis 3 Toboto
o4pYy>XeHa, a Takoro LacTs, 9K 3 Ko3akoM, He Mana! OCb BiH — 3a AeHb flag
HaBiB, @ TW LLO BAOMA pobuw? AHy reTb 3 xaTu!

A KO3aK CUAWTb Kpal CTOJly, BAPEHNYKM HAMUHAE Ta Y ByCa CMIETbLCS.

BaynTb 4YOpT, WO HenepesmBKN — KO3aK 3aMiCTb HbOIO Xa3sINHYE.

— A 3Haew, CemeHe, — Kaxke 4YopT, — MeHi y>ke HanMnTa He Tpeba, iwos.
6n T popomy.

— He nigy, — Ka>xe Ko3akK, — MeHi n TyT gobpe. Ta 1 He 3anaaTuB TN
MeHi 3a poboTy.

— 3annauyy, 3annady! — Kpn4nTb HYopT. — TinbKn Naon Bxe 3Biacu, 60 T

MEHI XXUTU He Ja€L!

— lNapa3pn, — kKaxxe CemeH, — naan Topby YepBiHLUIB Ta We N KOHS 3
KOpPOBOIO BigaaBan.

loe 6igonawHmMn YopT, TArHe Topby YepBiHLUIB, HA HaUrayi Beae KOpPoBy 3
KoHeM. A CeMeH 3a HUM CyHe, MOCBUCTYE Ta NMPUKa3Yye:

— OTo rapHo NMorocTioBaB y YopTa, WKoAa, Wwo Maso!



MpuTtar YyopTaka fobpo Ao MexTono0BOT XaTh, XOTiB ByB AIKYCb KanocTb

BYMHUTMW, KOJIN PANTOM A3BiH K 3a43BOHUTB!

— Oun nnxo! — 3nakascsa 4YopT. — YKe Pizgso Haginwno, tpeba Tikatu!

Mo6ir 4opT y nic — A3BiH 3@ HUM, YOPT Yy KOpPYi — A3BiH 3@ HUM, HYOPTY
601070 — A3BiH 32 HUM! KoM 03MPHYBCS, @ TO FTEMOHCBKNA KO3apJora nomy

10 XBOCTa KOPOB'SAY0ro A3BOHMKA BYEMMB.

3na3nTb HopT obiapaHun, 6pyaHun No ApabuHi Nig 3eMnl0 — a)k yaoma

TiNbKN XXiHKa NOro CUAnTb, @ YOPTEHAT i 6/IN3bKO HEMAE!

A CemeH nokonsaysas BAOMa, PO3roBiBCSA, BiAno4ms, Ta 1 3HoBY Ha Ciy

nonaBcs. [ne Bepxu Ha KOHi, CMIETLCA Ta 1 chiBae:

LLle Takoro He byno

Y Hawomy nici —

YopTeHaTa BCi i3 pomMy

Ha Ciy nopanucs!

A XTO 4yB, TO NnepejanTte

YcboMy Hapoay,

LLlo He byne nepeBony Ko3aubkoMy poay!



