BaTbko Bigxnnme ybik 0OCMKOBY rinkKy, 6AMCKY4Yy 04 BOAMW, i FifKa,
XJIbOCHYBLUW MO0 NO CMUHI, 3anulnia Ha WKIpAHUi 4OBMrMA MOKPWUIA Chif.
CTeubKo BiAXUANB Ty CaMy FiNKy i, MPONLWOBLLKX BNepen, NycTuB obepe)xHo,
afie rifilka Has3gorHasa noro i WabOorHysaa no wui... 3 oMy Bubpanncb BOHU
e BpaHLUi, KoM MiXK fepeBaMun CipiB TyMaH, KOJIM XMapu nexann Ha
BepXxOBiTTAX. Tenep TyMaH onas, a Hebo Tpoxu nosuwasno. Obiganm BoHK
He[laBHO, KOJIM NMOMUHYJIN TOPPOBUCLKO 3 3aTOMJIEHUMU AMaMN,— CULININ Ha
nosasieHoMy cToBOypi 1 Inn xnib i3 nigcMa>keHo TeNnATUHOW. 3apa3s
CTeubKkoBi xoTinocsad NUTU. Mo>XXHa 3a4eprnHyTU A0JIOHAMU BOAM NPOCTO Nif
HOramm, asie BUPILUVB TepniTn 40 TOro Micus, Ae pocau ABi pO34axHYTI

ASINHW, 3-NiJ KOPIHHSA AKX BUBIraB CTPyMOK.

Konn pobpanucsa no anuH, Cteubko noba4vms, WO noBiHb 0OMUHAE ANHN,
3aTOMUBLUK CTPYMOK. XJionewb 3a4epriHyB BOAW CaMe TaM, [ie BiH MaB
BUTIKaTU. OrnsHyBcs 6aTbKO, YBaXKHO MNPOCTEXMUB, AK CUH M'E, a NOTIM
3annTaB:

— Hamopusca? —Hi.

— Tobi  Ka3zanocb, Wob He punascs 3 xaTwu.

— A 4 He CTOMUBCH.

— Twn BnepTiOX!

Muwascsa cBOIM CMHOM, WO CTeubKo BUPYLWIMB i3 HAM B 00Xig, He
nobosBCA MOBEHI, AKa 3an/a/1a HU3NHY, He 3159KaBcsa goporu no 60n0Ti 1 No
BOAi, Ha4e n cnpaBAai 3BUK A0 Hei. Npo cebe 3ayBa>kyBaB, LLIO CBOE
nicHMYTBO, MabyTb, 3HA€E KpalLLle, HiIXX CMHA, | Lle CNOBHIOBAJ10 FOCTPOIO
uikasicTio go Cteubka.

— A pobpe, Wo Mn He B3ann y nic KceHto,— MoBuB CTeubKo.



— Yomy?

— Opf XxaTwn paneko He Biginwnm 6.

OTxe, gymae npo KceHto, KoTpa BY4Opa BBeYepi npunLlia 4o HUX i3 cena
N NpUHecNa rMUHAHNX NiIBHUKIB, SKUX BUMIKAE 11 6aTbKOo. JIYHKUX, pyaunx
NiBHUKIB, WO 3aJIMBYaCTO ClOpYaTb, KOJM OYTU B AIPKY, @ B rpyAsx i3 CyXum
CTYKOM B6'€TbCA KaMiH4YUMK, AKOro TyAn HaBMUCHE KnagyTb. OQHOro Takoro
NiBHMKa CUH y35B i3 coboto i 3apa3, MabyTb, obMauye, 60 3aCyHyB pyKy B
KuweHto. MabyTb, KOPTUTb BUTAITK i 3aCiop4aTn Ha BECb JiiC, ane

CTPUMYETLCA. | BaTbKO YCMiXHYBCS.

PanToMm CTeubKOo 3yNMHMBCA i, HE Ka>Xy4u 1 CsI0Ba, NOKa3aB PYKO
NpaBopyY, MiX KyLli ropilunHU. TaM cToaNa AnKa Ko3a. Ko cTynuam o Hel,
KO3a He KMHYyNacb TikaTw, If BOJIOri O4i anBunanca bes cTpaxy, a nepenHi Horm
nease 3apuranucb. XXoBTuinm 6epes3oBnin IMCTOK NPUYENNBCA A0 LUNT, MiXK
rybamm ctpumina bagnnuHka. BoHn we ctynunm snepes, i kosa
noBepHysacb 60KOM, pyLwinna, Ha XBUJO FOPIXOBUA KyLL, MPUKPUB ii, @ NOTIM
3HOBY MoOKa3asnacb M rpabamw.

— He nocniwan,— cka3as 6aTbko,— b6yab obepexxHuin. BoHa Bede Hac...

Bona mig Horamm nornnbwana, 60 Ko3a BCe KpyTille 3aBepTaia JliBoOpyH,
Ha HU3MHY. ilina CTOPOXKKO, X04a I He HaMoJIoXaHo, | pa3 y pa3 ornsganach
Ha3ag. CTeubko, SKUN 3BUK 00 Nicy, A0 Ki3, A0 N0CiB, A0 MCULb, 00 3aMLiB,
noYyBaB, 0gHakK, 306ya)KeHHSA. baTbkoBe 0611449 Havye ak BUAOBXKMUIIOCH,
ByCTa CcTucauck. lNinkKa 3gepna 3 Ko3m oton bepe3oBuin INCTOK, BiH yraB Ha
Boay, a CTeubKo NigHAB, BUTEpP 06 KyhanKky i CxoBaB Mig KapTy30M.

Ko3a 3ynuHunace noogasnb Bifg 6epecTa, 40 SKOro NPpUTUCIIOCA ABOE
MaJsleHbKUX KO3eHAT. bepecT CcTosB Ha fiefb NMOMITHOMY Y3BULLLI, CMYyTa
BoAn Tam byna Minka, npoTe carana iMm 40 KoNiH. "MabyTb, y)xe AaBHO OTak
rnbitoTh",— nogymas 6aTbko. O6inwoB kKpyr 6epecta, a CTeubKo TNLLNBCS

cToaTn. bing neHbka 6aTbKO 3ayBaXkMB Ny4oK LepcTi. MNiginwos 6nmxye — |



noba4yme TpeTe Ko3eHsA. MepTBe, 3aTOHYJ1IEe, ANBUJIOCH JOIFOPU BY3bKOKO
LLLIIMHOK HaNiBMPUMJIOLWEHOIro OKa. baTbKO CKOCa 3UPKHYB, YN CUH CTEXUTb

332 HAM | Y1 MOMITUB LWOCb, Ta 1 MOCMILUHO BiAINLIOB 04 MEHbKA.

— BoHu 3ronoaHinm, Tak? — 3anuntaB CTeubKo.

— MaTu HarogyBana ix.

— BOHW naBHO BXXe CTOSATb, ere?

Kopa BHM3y Ha 6epecTi byna obwypoBaHa, Ha 3agnpKax TPeEMTIiNn

BOJIOCHKWN.

— MabyTb, Uiny Hi4 cTOoANMN...

Ko3a Habnn3unnacb go 6bepecta, obHIOXana Ko3eHAT. BoHa BXe He
bosnacb nogen, Ha4ebTo pa3om i3 HUMK noTpanuna B 6iay.

— o 6bynemo pobutn? — 3anmtas 6aTbKO, YN TO PO3MIPKOBYHO4YU, YN TO

pansivynChb.

CTeubko He no4yBs. Po3wWwmpeHnMmn o4nma gnemecs nepen coboro i MiLHo

CTUCKYBaB Yy KULLEHI MTMHAHOIO NiBHUKA.

BaTbKO BUTSAr i3 CYMKN MILWOK i, MPOCTArHYBLUM BNepea rnpaBy pyKy, Hibn
npocmnB He 60ATUCHL, HIBN O0Cb-0Cb XOTiB HEH MPUaCKaTU,— HEKBAMHO
nonpsamyBaB A0 bepecTta. 3abynbkana Boga nig 4obiTbMK, | Ko3a niagena
ronosy. CKopo Biginwna Tpoxu BOiK, a KO3eHATa Wwe ay»X4e npuTyanamnch
ofHe 0o oaHoro Ta Ao ctoebypa... CTeubko obepeXxHO pyLunB 3a 6aTbKOM.
BaTbKO Pi3KO HAaKPUB MILLKOM KO3€HAT, BOAHOYAC MPUTUCKYIO4YN TX KONIHBMMU
no bepecTta. Ko3a knHynacs Bb6ik, ane cnmHunacb 6ins CocHM, a oYi i
NPUCKaanN WBUAKUM, CYXUM NepeniskoMm. 34aBaiocs, 0Cb-0Cb BOHA, ieib

NPUCIBLLUW, OOHNM BEIKNM 34PUraHHAM BiALITOBXHETbLCA | CTpubHe BOIK...



0Ob60€ Ko3eHATOK Tenep 6ynn B MillKy, i 3 MilLKa BUNWHANNCb TO paTuli,

TO KOJ1iHa Y1 roJ1I0BW.

— BizbMeMo ix gogomMy? — 3anuTtaB CTeubKo, LWe He 30BCiM BNEBHEHUN,
o 6aTbKO BYMHUTL CaMe Tak, ajie BXXe padiCHUN.

— BOHWM BUCHa>xXnnuceb, ix Tpeba gornagaTn.

— A pornagaTtumy!l.. A KoM NOBIHb 3inae, TO BUNYCTUMO?

— ABXeX.

MoBepTannucb AoA0OMY, a KO3a MwJna nosany. BoHa BigcTaBana, a To u
30BCiM 3HUKana — i panTom 3'asnganacsa 36oky abo n nonepeay. NossmeWNCh
norepeay, BOHa J1Ierko, Mamxe 6e3wymMHO, Tikasa no BOAi, 3ynuHsnach, a
MOTiM 3HOBY TiKaNa i Yepe3 KyLli npobirana Tak, Ha4ye iX XBUJIlOBaB NOANX
BiTpy. CTeubko BUTAr NiBHUKa, CBUCHYB: TBapuHa cnepluy 3asMepna, gani
JNIerko 3HuKNa 3a ocmkamun. CTeubKo e pa3 CBUCHYB — i MOMY BiZMoOBiNa
rocTpyBaTO-CyMHa JlyHa.

— He BipraHsam,— cka3aB 6aTbko.— BoHa BiaocTaHe cama. Ko3a binble

He 3'aBnanack, i CTeubKo, 9KUN YSBJISAB, LLO BOHA

NTUMEe 00 IXHbOI XaTu, a NOTIM XXUTUME pa3oM i3 Ko3eHsaTaMu B XJiBi abo

B 3aropoXxi Ha ABOpPIi, BXXe LWKOoAYyBaB, WO CBOIM CBMCTOM HassKas ii.

— Ko3eHdaTa MATUMYTb MOJIOKO,— MOBIWB 6aTbKoO.

— A ciHO pmaBaTumMmell?

— MabyTb, He ICTUMYTb. BOHU LLe UnLUbKY TATHYTh.



—4 ix gornagaTtmmy, rapasga?—s3anntaB CTeubko, HAMaram4uch

3a3MpHyTM 6aTbKOBI B 0611444,

— A T IX He nackaTuUMeLl, He rnagutTumeLwu?

— napntTumy!

— Hy oT,— ycMixHyBCcS 6aTbKo.— Big HUX cnig TpumaTuch gani, 60 BOHN

AVKi, HEe JTIOONATb HiIXKHOLLLIB.

BiH cTynuB niBoto HOroto Ha cToBbyp MOBaEHOro OCOKOpPA, | KON BXe
nigHOCMB NpaBy, TO NiBa, MOCKOB3HYBLUWCH, NigBepHyNnacs, i 6aTbKo, 4n TO
3iTXHYBLUW, YN TO 30MKHYBLUW, TaK i MPUCIB, yCe We TpMMatin OOHIEID PYKOIO
MilwokK CTeubKo MogyMaB, Lo HiYOro CTpawHoro He ctanocb, 60 6aTbko
3pa3y X nigBiscsa i cnpobyeas cTynuTn. MabyTb, Le ganocsa nomy Baxkko, 60

0611444 NOCipino, a WiNMHN 04en NOBYX4Yasn.

3HOBY MPUCIB i, FIAHYBLIN ripPKO Ha CMHA, HIYOro He CKa3as.

— TaTy? — Hanie3anunTas CTeubKo.

BaTbkO 3HAB 400IT, 3aKa4aB WTaHWHY. bing CTynHi WKipa Ha HO3i yXXe
H6panacsa iankoBolo CMHHIO. BaTbko 0bepexxHO obMaLaB romMinky, ctony — 1

CKpUBUBCS.

— Lo Take?.. 3namaB?..

— Bi3bMU HOXXa 1 BMPIXK MeHi Nanunuio 3 ropillvnHNn.

Konun CTeubKo NOBEPHYBCS 3 ropiwmnHoto, 6aTbko 064yxpas ii, MiaBiBCA i,
CNMpPaKYnCb Ha Nanuuo, CTYNUB KiflbKa KpPOKiB. MabyTb, fasnncsa BOHU NOMyY

Henerko, 60 Ha Wi HAaNHYIUCb XKWWK, @ Y010 Bpa3 CNiTHINO.



— XopaiMmo,— cka3aB baTbKo.

— A Ko3eHsTa? — 3anuTaB CTeubKo i 03MPHYBCSA KPYroM, Yn He BUOHO

IXHbOI MaTepi.— A 3 HUMIN W07

BaTbKO AMBUMBCA Ha MILLOK, AKUW 34pUraBCcs Tak, Hibn oCcb-0Cb MaB

nobirtn no 3emni.

— AKLWO BUNYCTUTN, BOHN MOXXYTb rMponacTu... losegeTbca Tobi HeCcTw.
Mopy»xaew?..

CTeubKo HIiC MIWIOK i Big4yBaB Bary XX1MBUX KO3eHAT. BigyyBas, fK
KO3EHATa LWTPUKAKTb HOraMu y CAvHy, Sk BopywaTbcsa. ATy 1oBoamnnoch
noBiNbHO, 60 BaTbKO NleaBe Kysibras rMno3aay, 3ynMHABCA 1 BigCcanyBaBCH.
CTeubKo WKOAYBAB, O HAaBKOJI0O HEMA HiKoro, XTo mir 6u gonomorTtn. CKopo

MILLOK 34aBCH Ba>X4MM, HiXK COYaTKY, | BOHU NMPUCINN BigNOYUTHN.

— BBeuvepi pobepemocb foaomy,— ckasaB 6aTbko.— Tu We He cifaB oo
YPOKIiB?

— Hi.

— YBeyepi bynemo Baoma.

"MabyTb, 3aCNOKOIOE MeHe,— noayMas CTelbko.— M Buay He nokasye,
L0 HE MOXKEe NTK, a 3aCnoKotoEe".

Noyuv Ha3ag, 38epTanuv BCe KpyTile NiBopyd i Ternep Bubpannca 3 Boau
Ha cyxe. [1o Wwnaxy, Ha AKOMY MOXXHa 6 3yCTpiTK Niworo NnoAopoXXHboro abo
KIHHOr 0, 3asiMwanocs we 4ymmano. CTteubKoBi nasabLli, WO TPUMaIN MILLOK,
BiO yTOMM CroB3aau 3 punuui, Hibn Nno cansbkomy. Abu nerwe NTu, 3aHypuB
Yy KWLWEHIO PYKY, HAMaLaB MIMHAHOIO NiBHUKa-CBULLMKA i, W06 He Bayns
6aTbKO, HaBMUCHe 3arybums nig neHbKoM. IMicnsa uboro TPOXm Have
noserwarsno, NpoTe HeHaJoBrro.



— Moxke, BUNycTnumo ix?

CTeubKoBi Tiel MUTI 34an0CH, WO Kpawe 6 BUNyCcTUTM 3710BJIEHUX
KO3eHAT Ha BOJIIO, TYT yXXe CyXO0, 3aruHyTn BiJ NOBEHi He 3MOXYTb. B0 X

HYOUTUMYTbCS B IXHbOMY XJ1iBi, @ TO 1 NMOMPYTb 3aMKHEHI.

— He Tpeba BunyckaTu.

LLle He pa3 ciganu BignNo4mMBaTK, i 3 KOXKHMM pa3oM CTeubkosi 6yno Bce
BaXkye NiaBoanTUChL. Yekas, Wwo6b 6aTbKO 3HOBY CKa3aB BUMYCTUTU KO3EHAT
— i Toni 6 BiH 3rogmnecs, ane 6aTbko MoBYaB, i CTELbKO PO3YMiB, LLIO TOMY He
nerwe, 60 3a 9KMXOCb ABi FOAVHW Ha4Ye NOMEHLaB y 3pOCTi Ta NMOBY>X4aB y

nne4yax...

Binbworo wMaTka goporn Cteubko He Npuragye. Ak npobupanunca yepes
noBaneHun 6ypeto 0OCUYHSAK, K A0J1asAN NiWNHOBI 3apOCTi, AK iWan No
AYyOHAKY — BUNeTiNo 3 ronosu. OTAMUBCA BXXe Ha y36i4di, KON CMAiB Ha Kyni
CYLWHSKY, i nepwe, wo nobayme, byna 3irHyTa 6aTbkoBa NOCTaTb. baTbko

pO3B'A3aB MiLLOK, W06 KO3eHATa He 3a4UXHYJINCL | MOMJIX BiJIbHO NOAMNXATW.

— Yyeuwl, Bi3 ine? — moBmB 6aTbKO, NPUANBAAYNCH A0 AOPOrNn, WO
HedasleKo Big HUX 3aKpydyBanacb YKOM. CTeLbKO NPUCyxaBcs, ane He
MoYyB Hivoro.

— BBeyvepi 6bynemo Baoma... MAHb — y>XKe BUAHO! 'py3bKOI0 NillaHoo
[0pOroto nocyBaBcs Bi3. Y nepenky cuais

NiTHIN YONOBIK y NAaLli 3 3a4epTuUM KOMipoM. baTbKO B35BCA 3aB'A3yBaTu
Miwok Mocniwas, i Nanbli, 9K gepes'sHi, He cayxananca noro. Konu, HapewTi,

3aB'A3aB, TO cka3aB CTeubKy HAaCMIilLKyBaTO-padiCHO:

— Ha, Bi3bMMu.



MunmoBoni CTeubKO NPOCTAr pyKy. baTbKo NOK/1IaB NOMY Ha A0JIOHIO
FANHAHOMO NiBHUKA. CTeubKOBI CTaslo COPOMHO, BiH y>Xe 3aMipuBcs, wob

BUKWMHYTW NiBHMKa, aJle 6aTbKO HaKa3aB:

— He cmin! Nigibpas niBHMKa 4, i BiH y>XXe Min.

CTeubko BiaBepHyBCH, Wob 6aTbko He BbaymB Noro ob6nyys.

— Oobpun Beyip,— nNpuBiTaBCs, MNOPIBHIOKYNCL, 4AAbKO Ha BO3i.

— Ta we He Bevip, a AeHb,— BiANoBiB 6aTbKO.



