B cobi B BOCTOHI CTape3Hnn Myapuin antekap L4OKTop [oyc, KoTpun
Tpoxun baBmBCA YapaMu. A e B BoCToHI XXunna monona aama Knapunbenb
Cane, koTpa Mana baraTo rpowen, Maso po3yMy i nNaske Ga>kaHHS
BUCTYNaTW Ha CLEHI.

OT1ox niwna Knapubenb oo noktopa [loyca n ckasana:

— 91 He BMiIlO Hi CMiBaTW, Hi TAHUIOBATWN, HE BMItO YATaTW BIpLWIi 4YX rpaTn Ha
niaHiHO. 51 He akpobaTka, He cTpmbyHKa n He BokcepKka. Ane a baxkalto
noTpanuTK Ha cueHny. LLlo meHi pobuTn?

— | BU roToBi N1aTUTK 3a 30iNCHEHHSA Bawworo 6a>kaHHA? — cnNuUTaB

MyOpuin anTekap.

— Aak>xe, — Bignosinia Knapubesnb, A3eNeHbKaloyy raMmaHLUeM.

— To NpyAAITE 4O MeHe 3aBTpa O APYril, — CKa3aB BiH.

Linnn Bedip BiH BNpaBsisiBCA B TOMY, LU0 JIIOAN HAa3MBAKOTb "XiMi4He
4aKJYHCTBO", i KON Ha OPYruin AeHb o Apyrii npunwna Knapubens, antekap
NoKa3aB i KopobOo4Ky, HAMNOBHEHY LUTYKaMu, LLO BEJIbMU HaragyBaau

dpaHLy3bKi LyKepKWu.

Y Hac Tenep Bik Nporpecy, — cKka3aB CTapui,

— i a Tiwy cebe Hagi€lo, WO NAY 3 HAM Yy HOry. Aknn-Hebyab
CTapoOMOOHUI YaKJyH NpUMycuB 61 BaC KOBTaTU MMAKI-FipKi NirysKK, a 8 B34B
[0 yBarv 3py4HicTb i Bawl cMak. Oue BaM YapiBHI LyKepKu. AKLo 3'icTe
Oy3KOBY, TO 3MO>)XeTe TaHLIOBAaTK JIErKO 1 rpaLio3HO, Ha4ye TPEeHyBaIMCs BCE
XUTTA. Micna poxxesoi byaeTe cniBaTu, MOB CoNl0BenKO. bina 3pobuTsk 3 Bac
HaMKpaLLoro YMTLUA BipWiB Ha 3eMni. LLlokonagHa 3a4apye Bac rpaTu Ha
NiaHiHO Kpale 3a PybiHWTenHa, a nicas AMMOHHO-XXOBTOI LLYKEPKU 3MOXKeTe

BokCcyBaTM HOraMm Ha WICTb PYTiB BULLE FONI0OBMW.



— 4K 4ypnoso! — BurykHyna Knapmbenb 3i wmpmum 3axsatom. — Bun, nosa

CYMHIBOM, HANPO3YMHILWINN YakKNyH i Hanabannmeiwnm peuenTypHUK!

| BOHa MpoCTsaraa pyky rno Kopobky.

— Kxe-kxe! — cka3aB MygpeLub, — onsaTiTb, OyabTe fiackasi.

— O, Tak! ABxex! flka X 9 aypHa, wo 3abyna!

— CXaMeHyJlaCb BOHa.

AnTekap po3cynsimBo TpuMaB KOPObKY y CBOIX pykax, noku Knapunbenb
BUMMUCYBaa YeK Ha BesIKy CyMmy rpowuen. Micnsa uboro BiH L03BOJIMB 111 CaMin

TpMaTn KOPOOKY.

— A BOHW 0OCUTb CUJIbHI? — 3aHEMOKOEHO AONUTYBaslaCb BOHa. — MeHi
3a3BMYan NoTpibHa Benmka Aosa, wob sikm Ha MeHe noaisanu.

— A egnHoro 6otocs, — BigNoBiB gokop Loyc,

— L0 BOHW BUALLIN 3aHAATO CUiIbHI. BO Le MeHi BnepLe 3aMOBUIN TakKi

Yy[eCHi lacoLyi.

— He TypbynTtecsa, — ckasana Knapunbesb, — WO CUJIbHILLE BOHN

LiATUMYTb, TO Kpalle S BUCTYNaTUMy.

Cka3saBLwu ue, BOHa niwna, ase no Aoposi 3abirna B ranaHTepemnHy
KPaMHULIO, 3aX0nuaacbk YAMOCH iHWKUM i 3abyna KOWTOBHY KOPOOKY Ha
npunaBKy, Ae NMPoAaBaNCsA CTPIYKMN.

MoTiM 0o NpunaBka niginwna maneHbka bec-ci bocTBik, Wo6 KynuTn
CTPIYKY Y BOJIOCCS, i MOKAaNla CBOI MaKyHKM nopsag 3 KOpobkoto. A K yxe



nwna, To, He NOMITUBLLW, MPUXoNuIa il pa3oM 3i CBOIMM 3ropTKamMm Ta

naketamu i nogpiboTina gogomy.

becci He 3Hana — AOKM He NoBicKa Nnawa y wady B Kopnaopi n He
nonivynna KynjieHe — Lo npuHecsa Ha ogHy Kopobky binblie. BoHa ii

BiAKpWJIa N BUT'YKHYyNa:

— Tun 6a, ue X Kopobka Lykepok! MabyTb, XTOCb MEHi AOKNaB
MOMUNKOBO. Asie BOHa Taka MaJieHbKa, Lo HeMa 4oro TypbyBaTuCb — yCbOro

KiNbKa LWTYK.

Bucunana BOHa LyKepKn B MAUCKY, LLO CTOSNa Ha CTOANI, i Bubpana oaHy
LOKONaAHY — BOHa Jitobuna wokonag — Ta 1 3'ina ii, CMaKyl4u, Nokun

B/BYaJla HaKyruieHe.

Kynuna becci Tpowkun, 60 in 6yno Tinbku ABaHaALUATb POKIB i 6aTbKK e
He [03BONAAM In TpaTUTM BaraTo rpowen y KpaMHuusax. Ta, npuMipsaoym
CTPiYKY OJ19 BOJIOCCS, BOHa panToM Big4vyna cuibHe 6a>kaHHA norpaTu Ha
niaHiHO, | 6a)KaHHA Le BpeLTi CTasIo Take He3[0/laHHe, WO AiBYMHKA Niwnia y

BiTaJIbHIO i BiAKpWa KPULWLKY IHCTPYMEHTA.

[loCi BOHa 3 BeJIMKOIO MYKOIO SKOCb BUBYWIA ABi N'€ECU, AKi BUKOHYBana,
CMMKaK4M NMpaBoto PyKoto, a NMpo Nnisy 3abyBana, i BUXOANB XKaXJIMBUN
AVCOHaHC. Ta nig Aielo WoKoNafgHOT LLyKepKU BOHa Cifla N JlereHbKo
npobirnacb NanbLUAMN NO KaBillax, BUTBOPIOIOYN TaKy BUHATKOBY FapMOHilo,

LLIO A caMa 3a4vyAyBasiacs 3i CBOro BMKOHAHHS.

Ta ye byna Tinbkn npentogisa. HactynHoi MuTi becci HakuHynacsa Ha Cbomy
coHaTy beTxoBeHa 1 3irpana il npe4yynoso.

MaTun, NoYyBLUMN HE3BUYHUI LLUKBAJ1 MENOAIN, 3inWwia BHU3 NOANBUTUCS,
XTO L€ TaKUA MY3MKaJIbHUA NPUALLOB Yy FOCTi. Ta KOJIM BOHa BMABWAA, WO Ue 1i

pigHa goHe4YKa Tak BO)XeCTBEHHO rpa€, TO 1M a)K cepLe 3akKasiaTaso (BOHa



Byna 0O UbOro CxMibHa) i AOBENOCS CiCTU Ha AMBaH, MOKW cepue
3aCMnoKOoIN0Ch.

Twvm vyacoMm becci rpana oaHy N'ecy 3a 04HOIO 3 HEBFaMOBHOIO eHeprielo.
BoHa nobuna My3unky n Tenep BUABUAA, LLO I BUCTAYa€E NPOCTO CUAITKU 3a

niaHiHO, CNyxaTn My3uUKy N OUBUTUCHL, AK MajbLi caMi NypxatTb Mo KiaBiwax.

CyTiHKW B KiMHaTi 3rycTuamcb, gogomy npmnwos 6aTeko becci, nosicms
KaneJioxa 1 niawa, NoCTaBmB NapacosibKy. MoTiM 3a3UpHYB Y BiTaJIbHIO
noba4ynTn, XTO rpae.

— Bboxxe Min! — BUrykHys BiH. OgHaK MaTu TUXEeHbKO Niginwna 00 HbOro 3

nanbuem Koso rybis i npowenoTina:

— He nepebusan ii, >koHe. Hawa gntuHa, 30a€TbCA, B TPAHCi. Tn Konu-
Hebyab 4yB TaKy rpaHAiO3HY My3UKY?

— JInboHb, BOHa BYHAEpPKiHA! — axXHYB NMpUrosioMweHunin baTbKo. —

3aTKHe 3a NosiC Hankpawwmx BipTyo3iB! Lle npocTo YygecHo!

MoKwn BOHW CTOANU 1 Cyxanun, Nnpnbys ceHaTop, AKOFO BOHW TOro Be4opa
3anpocunm bynum B rocTi. He BCTUr BiH 3HATU NJaLla, 9K 3aMWOB We OAWH
ricTb — Npodecop ENbLCbKOro yHiBepcuTeTy, NIognHa rnnboKoi BYEHOCTI 1

BEJINKNX HAaYKOBUMX OOCATHEHbD.

bBecci rpana; 4eTBepo L4OPOCANX CTOSAIN TICHOK, MPOTE MOBYA3HOIO i
BPa>XeHO0 FPYNKOoI0, CJIyXakym My3uKY N YeKatoum, KOU yaap roHra rnokam4ye
[0 CToJNy.

FononHWM NnaH BoCTBIK MMMOBOJII B31B 3 Ba3n Ha CTOJ1i B KOpUZopi
pO>XeBYy LyKepKy i 3'B. lpodecop Ha HLOro AMBUBCSA, TOMY NaH BOCTBIK
4YeMHO MOCYHYB [0 HbOro Ba3y. MNpogecop 3'iB IMMOHHO-)XXOBTY LIyKepKy, a
CeHaTop NPOCTAr pyKy i B3sB 6y3koBy. BiH il He 3'iB, w06 He nepebuBaTu

aneTuT, a NOKJIaB Yy KULWEHbKY xuneTa. MaHi bocTBik, WO yBa>kHO ciyxana



CBOIO He o sliTax obgapoBaHy LOYKY, HE AyMakoyu, Lo pobuTsb, y3aa
OCTaHHI0, 6iNny, LyKepKy 1 NOBiSILHO il MOrINHYA.

Muncka Tenep 6yna nopoxHboto, 1 Knapmnbenb Cage HaBikm no3bynacs
CBOro goporouiHHoro gobpa!

PanTtom naH BocCTBIiK, Benn4eHbKNn 3 cebe 4o0BiK, 3acniBaB BUCOKUM
conpaHo. Lle 6yna Ta cama nicHS, wo rpana becci, i ancoHaHc 6yB Takunn
XKaxJIMBUI, LLO NMpodecop YCMiXHYBCS, CEHATOP 3aTyJIMB ByXa pyKaMu, a naHi
BocTBIiK NepensgakaHo CKPUKHyNa:

— [>xoHe!

il YOI0BIK NPOAOBXXYBaB CMiBaTKW, HIbM HaMaraBcsa NepeBepLNTN ClaBETHY

KpicTiHy HinbCoOH, | He 3BepTaB yBarm Hi Ha OPY>XWHY, Hi Ha rOCTen.

Ha wacT4d, npoayHaB r'oHr, KAn4yy4u Ao cToJsy, naHi bocTBik ogTArna
Becci oa niaHiHO 1 NpoBena rocten y igasbHi0. lNMaH BOCTBIK NilWOB 3a BCiMa,
cniBatoym "OCTaHHIO TposHAy NiTa", HiIbn noro BukNnkana Ha 6ic wina Tncayva

3aXO0MNJIeHNX CJyXauiB.

bigponawHa XiHka 6yna B po3nayi Yepes HerigHy 4Y0J10BiKOBY NOBELIHKY i
AyMmana, wo 6 noro 3pobutu, wob akock noro npubopkaTun. MNMpodecop
3[1aBaBCs CEPNO3HIWKUN, HIXX 3aBXaun. CeHa-TopoBe nnLe BUKa3yBaso obpa3sy,
a becci Bce nepebupana nanbusamm, Hibn n AocCi XoTiNa rpaTn Ha MNiaHIHO.

MaHi BocTBiK BOanocs BCix MOBCaA)XyBaTK, XOM il YOOBIK i MOYaB HOBY
apito. A To4i CNy>KHULUA BHeCa Cyr.

Konn BoHa nogaBaiia MUCKY NpodecopoBi, Ton 36ya)>KeHO 3aKpuyaB:

— MigHiMiTb Bnwe! Buwe, kaxxy Bam!



[, NiacTpnbHYBLIKN, HECNOAiBaHUM yOapoM HOrv Nigbus MNUCKY a>k 0
cTeni, 3BiAKM BOHa obnsnana cynom becci n cayxHUUIO, NnepLl HixX po3butucsa
06 npogecopoBy NMNCY rosioBY.

Mpv LbOMY OrMAHOMY BYMHKY CEHaTOP 3iCKOYUB 3i CTiNIbLSA, CKPUKHYB 3
>Xaxy N 3UPKHYB Ha rOCMNOAMHIO.

MaHi BOCTBIK y>Xe AKUNCb YacC CTOoANa, BpaXXeHO AUBAAYNCHL NPOCTO cebe;
ajle Tenep, yJI0BMBLLUM CEHATOPIB NOrnia4, BOHA rpauio3HO BKJIOHWIACH i 3
HaTUCKOM NoYana AeksamysaTn "ATaky nerkoi opuragn”.

CeHaTop 3apurHyBcs. Takoro raHebHoro 6yncTea B NOpALHIA pOAUHI BiH
noci He 6a4mB i He 4yB. Ha KOHy CTOsi/1a MOro penyTauis, npoTe, K, TMOOHb,

€AVIHIN Y KiIMHaTI HOpMasbHIN NOAWHI, NOMY He By10 KOMY MOXKaniTUCA.

Cny>HuUS, iICTEPUYHO pyaatoyn, BTEKJIa Ha KYXHIO; NaH BoCTBIK
BucnisysaB "O NMOKAAHUCb MeHi"; Npodecop WiNIMBCA HOMOK B KyJi IOCTPY;
naHi BOTCBIK NepeKnHynacb Ha AeksiaMyBaHHSA "Xsioneub CTOAB Ha Majatodin
nany6i", a becci npokpanacsk y BiTasbHIO 1 BUTapabaHioBaNa yBepTIOPY 3
"JleTio4oro ronnaHaoua”.

CeHaTop He 6yB yneBHEHUN, O N CaM 3apa3 He 360)KeBoJliE, TOXK TUXO
BUC/IN3HYB 3 rapMuaepy i, BXONMBLLW B KOPUOOPI Kanesioxa 1 niala,
BUCKOYMB 3 BYOUHKY.

Toro Be4opa BiH 3aCMAiBCA A0Ni3HA 3a HAaNMCaHHAM MNONITUYHOT MPOMOBWN,
SIKY Ha3aBTpa MaB BUrosiocuTn y deHbeNn-Xoni, ogHak nepexxute y boTceikiB
TaK NOro po3HepByBasio, WO BiH HiIAK He Mir 3ibpaTuca 3 AyMKaMu, 4acTo
pobus nepepsu, 3 XXafeM X1TaB rosI0BOK N NMpuragysas yce AnBHe, Wo 6ba4vns
y TOMY 3a3BM4al LLAHOBAHOMY [OMi.

Ha gpyrmn geHb BiH 3ycTpiB NaHa boTcBika Ha By UL, MpoTe NPOMLLOB
MWUMO 3 KaM'SHMM BUpPa30M HeBMi3HaBaHHA Ha nuui. BiH Big4yBaB, WO He

MO>xe cobi 403BONTU 3HANOMCTBO 3 TakuM pgobpogaiem i Hagani. NaH BoTCBIK,



3BiCHO, ByB 00ypeHunn Uieo NPAMOI0 3HEBArol, 04HaK y MOro nam'aTi
36epernmcsa TyMaHHi cnoraam rnpo SKMNCb He3BUYANHMA BUMALOK Mif Yac
y4YopalHbLOI FOCTUHN | BiH He 3HaB, 0byploBaTUCh NOMY Yepes ce-HaTopoBe

CTaBJIEHHS YU Hi.

MoniTnyHi 36opn 6ynn Heabuskoto noaieto, 60 ceHaTop CNaBUBCA B
BoCTOHI cBOIM KpaCcHOMOBCTBOM. OTOX Yy BEIMKOMY 3ai Hige 6yno abnyky
BNACTW, i B 0OOHOMY 3 MepLumnx pagis cugina poanHa bocCcTBiKiB pa3oM 3 y4eHUM
€/1bCbKMM NpodecopoM. Yci bynm sBTomneHi n 6nigi, Have nicnsa dypxnmeoro
BeYyopa, i CeHaTop TakK PO3HepPBYBABCH Bif IXHbOro BUrasay, wo dinswe B

iXHIn BiK i He rNAHyB.

Mokwn mep noro NpeacTaBfaB, BUAATHUN NPOMOBELLb COBAaBCA Ha CTifbL,.
BunaaokoBo 3anyCTUBLLW BKA3iBHUN | BEJINKNW NasibLi B KULWWEHbKY XWeTa, BiH

3HanwoB 6y3KOBOIro KOJIbOPY LIYKEPKY, SKY MOKJIaB TyAn y4opa BBeYepi.

— flkpa3 nobpe ons ropsia, — NoAyMaB CEHATOP | KUHYB LlyKepKY B pOTa.

Yepes Kiflbka XBWIVH BiH CTaB nepepn YNC/IeHHUMU rsgadamu, aKi BiTanum

NOro pagicHUMKM onJsieckamu.

— [Opy3i, — Nno4YaB CEHATOP YPOUNUCTO, — Lie BEJIbMU Ba)K/INBaA i

BiAMoBiga/ibHA MUTb.

TyT BiH 3p0o6uB Nay3y, CTaB Ha JliBy HOTYy, @ NMpaBoo Nno-baneTHomy

3MaxHyB Y MosiTpi!

MoMixX rnagadiBs NPOKOTUBCA Iy MOAMBY N XXaxXy, NPOTe CeHaTop, CyaA4n
3 YCbOro, HiYOro He NoMiyvaB. BiH KpyTUBCSA Ha NanbUAX Hir, rpauio3Ho
6puKaBCAa TO BJiBO, TO BMPaBoO, i KNAaB MJOCHI NOraAsam Ha JINCOro YoJsioBika B

nepwomy psgy.



Pantom Knapubenb Cage, KkoTpa Tex byna npucyTHs, 3aBepeLwlana u
3ipBasiacs Ha HOrn. 3BMHYBa4vyBaJIbHO TULSAIOYM MasibLLeM Ha ceHaTopa-
TaHLIOPUCTA, BOHA FOJIOCHO KPUKHYIa:

— Le BiH yKpaB Moi Lykepku! XananTe noro! 3aapewTynte! He nante

BTEeKTU!

MpoTe cny>xuteni Bunxanu i3 3any came ii, 60 nogymanu, Lo BOHa
3HeHaubka 360>KeBoslizia; a CeHaTOPOBI APY3i MiLLHO MO0 BXOMUAN N BUHECIU
yepes CUEeHIYHUM BUXih Ha BYMLIO, Ae nocaguan y BIAKPUTY KapeTy 1 Beninu
Bi3HWMKOBI BE3TN NOr0 4OL0MY.

is 4apiBHOI LyKepKn Byna NoTy>XHa N HiSK He Bignyckana 6igonawHoro
ceHaTopa, AKUN CTOAB Ha 3aAHbOMY CUAIHHI KapeTu N eHeprinHo TaHLoBaB
yClo 4OpOry AO0AO0OMY Ha paficTb Masamm xnonusam, wo opboto 6irnv 3a
KapeTolo, Ta Ha rope fobponopsaaHMM rpoMagsaHaM, aKi CYyMHO XUTanu
rosi0BaMm 1 WenoTian, Wwo "nponas iwe ognH Jobpuin 4onosik".

Kinbka MicsauiB ceHaTop OK/IUryBaB Of, raHbbu Ta NPUHMXKEHHS Micns
CBOEI BUTIBKU; i, LLO LIiIKaBO, BiH aHi HAMMEHLLUOI rafikKn He MaB, Lo CaMe
3MYCWUJI0 MO0 NOBOAUTUCH TakK He3BUYHO. MabyTb, Aobpe, WO BCi LyKepKU
6yno 3'ineHo, 60 BOHM 6 nerko Moram HapobuTu we 6iNboro nnxa, Hix
Hapobunu.

3BicHO, Knapubenb LWwe pa3 niwna o Myaporo antekaps n Bunucana 4ek
3a iwe 04Hy KOpobKy YapiBHUX LyKepoK. Ta ui, MabyTb, beperna Bxe Kpalle,
60 Tenep BOHa — CnaBeTHa aKTpuca, rpa€ y BOAEBINAX.

k Xk %k Xk X%

s Ka3Ka BYUTb HaC, WO HEe MOXXHa OCYZ)XYBaTU iHWNX 3a Ail, AKUX MU He
po3yMieMo, 60 HEBIOOMO, LLIO MOXXEe CTaTUCSA 3 HAMM CaMUMKW. BOHa TakoXX
HaTSKaE, WO He MOXKHa 3a/IMLaTU NakKyHKU B FPOMaACbKUX MICLLAX HaBITb

BUMAaAKOBO i LLO MAKYHKWN YYy>KUX JII0gen He MO>XKHa BpaTun HIKOIM 1 Hi3aLwLo.



