Monk yBiNWOB A0 cesna HaaBedip. [loBra KosioHa, 3yNMMHUBLLUNCE Ha BYINL,
NOBOJIi TaHyNa. 3HMKaN B ABOPaXx CaHW 3 MAaNHOM, KyxHi, cneyiabHi
Nigpo34inin n okpeMi ocobm — 3B'A3KOBI, CTapLLIMHN, KOMaHONPW, ane KiCTSK
KOJIOHU — Mix0Ta — N1WaBcsa Ha Micui. binui TynuioBanu Ha punNy4YoMy CHIry i
3 XKaJaHHAM nornafannm Ha paaun xaT, 3 UMapiB asKUX nogekynn npuBiTHO
34iMMaBCA OMMOK, 30y Kytodn B Nam'aTi fAaseki KapTUHWM i, 30a€TbCA, 00
HEMMOBIPHOCTI Aafneki Yacu. [leHb [oropas, i Ha WKbKax BiKOH nananm

4YepBOHi Big6MCcKuK, HiBKM B XxaTax XXapKo ropinv neui.

| BiA LbOro Ha By UL 3aBasiOCA LWe XOJI0HIWe i We ay»Xye TArsao go

Tensa i 3aTULLKY.

Po3BigHuK MNeTpo KOCTEHKO, CTOMJIEHUNI LiJIOAEHHUM MepexonomM,
banpyxe po3rnaagaB y 6iHOKIb ByuLLO, W06 CKOPOTUTW 3aBXOWN TaKi AOBri
[ecATb-N'ATHAAUATb XBUJINH MiXK 3YNMUHKOIK KOJIOHW | pO3BOAOM MO
KBapTupax. MomiTueLwN KyxHIO, MeTpo norkBasiwas i, 0NyCcTUBLWMN BIHOK /b,

FYKHYB:

— YBara! KyxHsa nepworo 6atanbnoHy Ha rOpmn30HTi!

B3BoA 3aryniB Ha BUCOKMX HOTaX, Haye BEJINKUN pin, | CTaplwnHa, K

3aBXXan, NoXonmBCAa KPUKHYTW.

— Xnonui, 6e3 naHikn!

BiH 3BefiiB HE pO3X0OUTUCH | NocNaB KocTeHKa A0BiAaTUCh, Y1 TOTOBUN
06in. Ton He CTynuB LLe N COTHI KPOKIB, IK 3yCTpiB KOMaHaupa B3BoAY i
AicTaB Haka3 nocniwaTn 3 06igom i 36mpaTCA B pO3BiOKY.

— EcTb! — BignosgiB NeTpo i nogymMas, WO MOPO3 AYXKYAE i LLO CbOrOAHi

BXKEe NMPONAEeHO N'aTAECAT KiJloMeTpiB.



Konn po3BigHUK NiginwoB A0 KyXHi, TaM y>xe byna 4yepra, asne BiH He CTaB

YyekaTw i, NPOTUCHYBLUWNCH yrepen, NigCTaBMB CBil KAa3aHOK.

YepBOHOApPMIELDb 3 OJIMBKOBUM O0B6MYYAM | CTPakKA€HHMM BUPa30M O4eln
CepavTMM roJIOCOM, WO aXKk HiISK He nacyBaB [0 NOro KBOJIOI MOCTaTi, CKa3ag:

— TBoSA 4Yomy 6e3 4eprun?

— A oCb Yomy! — i KOCTeHKO BifinxHyB YepBOHOAPMILA Mnie4yem.—
Hacunan! — rykHyB BiH Kyxapesi.

— TB0os YoMy Be3 Yyepru? — noBTopuUB BOELL LLe cepauTille.

KocTeHKOo X0TiB cka3aTu: "Tomy, Wo A 3apa3 igy B po3BiaKy",— ase BiH
6yB cTOMNneHun, nonepeny 4ekasna 6e3CcoHHa Hid, NOro cepanna 3aTPUMKa, i
BiH KPUKHYB Y>Xe po34paToBaHO:

— Hacunan, kaxxy To0i!

— He 3B'a3yincsa 3 HUM, Xagxnbaes,— nopaave XTOCb 3 FypTy..

BopopaTtun conpat 3acTtynus coboto cnabeHbkoro Xanxxubaesa i CyBopo
MoBUB eTposi:

— bepn i naum 3Bigcn!

Kyxap, 3aBXaun NpuBiTHUIM A0 KocTeHKa, Tenep MOBYKU, HE AUBJISHUCH Y

BiYi, HACMNaB Ka3aHoK. [1eTpo niwoB reTb.

— A we 3 6iHoK1eM,— no4yB BiH No3af cebe i No4epBOHIB i3 copomy. |
BECb YacC, KOJIN NLWOB A0 B3BOAY i NOKKN 36MpaBcs B pO3BiAKYy, y HbOro 6ys
noraHWm HacTpin. TiNIbKKM KON BUPYLLUMB Ha 3aBAAHHS, MO0 OXOMWUI0

3BMYanHe 36y )KeHHS po3BiAHMKA | MOBEPHYIacs piBHOBara.



B po3BigKy nwnn ABi rpynu: ogHa — npoTu (PpoHTY Mosika, apyra,— TyT
6yB i KOCTeHKO,— npaBopyd, Wwob 3'scyBaTn MOXXNMBICTb DJIAHIOBOrO yaapy.

Mopo3 6yB CKakeHui, i CHIr nNig HoraMn puUMiB Tak ryyHo, WO PO3BiAHUKN
HIAK He MOrn TUXO NigKpPacTUCA OO0 cesa, 3aMHATOro BOpPorom. [ Bidi ix
obcTpinganu 3 kynemeTa, NiCAA LbOro Ha Bymuax 3abirann ritnepisui,

3aJlyHa M BUTYKM KOMaHOW, | HIMOro He N1Lanocs, sk NoBepHyTU 40 CBOIX.

Konn po3BigHUKW NPOXoann "Hi4niM" XyTOpoM, KOMaHAUP Haka3as

KoCTeHKOBI 3aTK 00 OAHIEI 3 XaT i 3ibpaTn aeski BigOMOCTI Mpo uen xyTip.

KOCTeHKO BUINLLOB 3 XyTOpa, KOJIN NoYasio PO3BUAHATUCS.

He poxonayn no cena, oe po3TallyBaBCA NOJIK, BiH MOYyB BUTTS JiTaKiB i
noba4mB, AK HYOTUPU XMXKaKK aTakKyBasn ceno. MNeTpo nigaas xoay, ane, NoKu
nobir 0o cena, nitakn BXe 3HUKAM i Bynmueto nepebiranv nigposainuy,
3arMatoym o6opoHy No CaaKax i roponax.

ITn po ceoro B3Boay 6yno nisHo, Tpeba HeramHo cTaBaTu 4O 0OOPOHM, i
KocTeHKO, NpuegHaBLLINCL A0 Leny, NoBepHyB 40 6avmK4oro ABOpY i NPOMLLOB
Ha Kpawn cagka.

[Ba 6irLi, HAaropHYBLUN KyMy CHIry, JIeXXanu 3 py4YHUM KyJieMeTOoM i
nornagann y 6ine none. NMpaBopy4, 3aMaCcKOBaHUM KyLLlaMu, CTOSB "Makcum",
nisopyd Tpm 6inui pobunm okin4mk 3 cHiry. BoHn 6ynmn 61m3bko, Kpokis 3a
ABaauaTb. Onnmekose 06anM44s ogHOro 3ganocsa KocTeHKOBi 3HaNOMUM, i BiH
BiA4yB KecCb 36eHTe)xeHHs. PO3BiAHMK CTaB npuragysaTu, e BiH 3yCcTpidyas

uboro 6iMusa, KoM BiA CTAHKOBOIO KyJleMeTa Mo4YyB BUTYK:

— ToBapwuwli, yearal!

MeTpo rnsiHyB y cTen i nobayms, K 3-3a Naropka, 4anaeko NiBopy-,

NMOKa3aBCA TaHK.



“MoymHaeTbCca",— nogymaB KOCTEHKO i MOTArCs BiJ HEPBOBOIO
36ya>KEeHHS.

3a nepLmnM TaHKOM BUTKHYBCS OPYrum, TpeTin... NeTpo Hani4ms ix
WicTHagUATb. BOHM NOBINLHO CyHYM 0 cena. 3BiATW panToM 3arpuMina
KaHoHaga. bing TaHKiB po3kBiTann knybu ammy, i He MoXxHa 6yno 3po3ymiTu,
Yy TO CTPINAIOTb 3 TaHKIB, YN PBYTbCA Halli CHapaaun. Bopoxka nixoTa He
noka3sysaJsachb, i KoCcTeHKO noayMmas, Lo BiH TYT 3alBMA 3 CBOIM aBTOMATOM, i
no>kafiKysas, Lo He nobir o B3eoay. Pantom BiH Nnoba4mB, AK Hag OAHUM
TaHKOM, 30a€TbCA, 6€3 yCAKOI BUANMOT NPUYNHIK, CNaNaxHyno nonyMm'sa. TaHK
KPYTHYBCS B OOWH, MOTiM y apyrun 6ik i ctaB. bina camoro cena 3aropinocs
e ABa TaHKW, asne pewTa NpoAoBXKyBaJsa HacTyn. KaHoHada HapocTana, i

BXX€ He MOXXHa By10 pO3Pi3HUTN OKpeMMX NOCTPIiNIB i BUOYyXIB.

TaHKN 3aMWNn B Ces0 i MOCYHYIN BYJIMLLEIO HA TOW KpaW, Ae Nexasn
KoCTeHKO. BOHM 3'aBNANNCA Ha MUTb B MPOMIDKKaX MixX ByaiBnamu, i cnigom

3@ HUMW Ha 4 XaTaMu 34INMasINCA XMapu ryctoro guMmy i NJnMBan Hafg CcesioMm.

— 3anantoBanbHUMK 6'€, CBONIOTA,— CKa3aB XTOCb 3 KYJIEMETHUKIB.

Mawxe Koo oBopy, e nexas [NeTpo, 3aropiscs e 0AMH TaHK i WWBUAKO
3BEPHYB Y NMPOMIKOK MiXK XaTO0 1 MOBITKO. MOTOpP ropis piBHUM YepPBOHUM
nonym'am, sk 6araTTs, po3KnageHe BMiNIOK PyKoOIo.

KocTeHko nepebir Big KynemMeTHUKIB 40 ABOpPOBUX Byaisenb. Tenep
nanarymm TaHk 6yB nopsaa 3 HAM, 3@ AKUXOCb COPOK KPOKIiB. BiH Hikon He
H6a4mB BOPOXXOro TaHKa TakK BM3bKO | TPOXM 3axBUIOBaBCA. HacTaBMBLWN Ha

6aLIJTy aBToMaT, BiH 3 3aBMMpPaHHAM CepLAd 4eKaB, KOJIN Bi,El,KpI/IETbCFI JIIOK.

MeTpo 608BCA OAHOr0 — TAHKICTU NOMITATb MOro i BiABeAyTb TaHK 3a
NOBITKY. Ane MoK BiAKPUBCSA. 3BiATWN NOKa3aJsacb ronosa, NoTiM rpyau, i
KocCTeHKO, nosierweHo 3iTXHyBLUW, AaB KOPOTKY Yepry. TaHK pyLUMB 3 Micus,
TKHYBCS, SIK CNiNUIA, B CTiHY | 3HOBY CTaB. 3 JIlOKa HixTo binbLwe He

NnokKa3yBaBcCH.



PelwTa TaHKIB cCKynyuaaca Kpamn cena. Tpu 3 HUX, LUYKaOYU NPUKPUTTS,
ctanm 6ina cagka, ge nexas KocTeHKo. OAnH CTOAB Tak BM3bKO, WO MOXHA
B6yno nobaymTn wWepwasicTb Ha NoBepPXHi BPOHI.

"'paHaTy 6!" — KOCTEHKO CTUCHYB aBTOMaT, JIIOTYIO4YM Ha cebe, WO He
B34B NPOTUTAHKOBOI rpaHaTn. Konu we TpannTbCa Taku Bunagok? Ane

NMPOTUTAHKOBOI rpaHaTn He 6yno.

TaHkn obCTpintoBanm 3 KynemeTiB cafok, i APibHi rinoYkKn Naganuv Ha CHir.
KocTeHko H6a4mB, ik noBepTasncs, HaUiIlOYUCb Ha XaTu, rapMaTu i AK
CcranaxHynm crnoYaTKy OZlHa, NOTiIM Apyra COJIOM'sAHI MOKPIiBJi i B NOBITPI
3aKpy>Xnsa conoMa, ocCifatoydnm Ha CHIr obropinmmm YopHumm ctebnamm.
PanToM y NpOMiXKKY MiXK XxaTaMn NpoManHynn 6poHeTpaHCNoOpTEPU 3 NiXOTOLO,
i, KON NepLUInn 3 HAX BUPUHYB 3HOBY, BXXe NMpoTu KoCTeHKa, BiH 3aCTPO4uMB 3
aBToMaTa. NeTpo ba4yme, AK Naganu ritnepisyi, i He WKOAYBAB, WO HEe MiloB
[0 B3BOAY, a IMWINBCA TYT. BpoHeTpaHCcnopTepu KPYTUIINCA BYJINLLEID,
PO3BiIOHWK NNOBMB CEKYHAN, KOJIN MaLLNHM NOKa3yBaanucsa Mix byaisens, i

NnocuiaB KOPOTKI YNeBHeHi Yepru.

BiH CMOPO>XXHMB 0AMNH OUCK i, MabyTb, MOJIOBUHY APYroro, KOau rno4vys Mo
KOPOTKOMY 3BYKY KYJlb, LLIO NOr0 NOMIiTUAN. KOCTEHKO BiAMNOB3 TPOXU B rmb
cafKa i, XoBal4unCb 3a Kyrnow byp'aHy, NnpuTux. BiH nexaB Hepyxomo,
MPUCIYXat4dncb 00 KyJb, aXK OOKWN He NMpuiLLia HecnodisaHa A0MNoMora:
noays BiTep, i CAflOK 3ac/iasio rycTo MesieHO XXOBTOro AUMy.

MeTpo Tpoxm nonexkas, NMOTIM NepernoB3 Ha CTape Micue i obepexxHo
niaBiB ronoBy. BiH ornsHyBcA HaBKpyru i nobayms, AK Mig 3aCJI0HOO AUMOBOI
3aBiCK Big Kpatlo cagka A0 TaHKa noB3 BO€ELb 3 NPOTUTAHKOBO FPaHaTOlo.
BiH noB3 obepexxHo, Bia AepeBa A0 AepeBa, i [leTpo, 3aTaiBLLIM ANXAHHS, TakK,
Hibwn ni3 cam, CTeXXUB, YN He NOBEPHYTb TaHKWN CBOIX KyneMeTiB Ha Binuys.
KocTeHKOBi xoTinocsa 6yTn koo Toro 6inus, 4oNoOMOrTM NOMyY, TEMJe NoYyTTS
3poCTano BOAHOYAC 3 3a34pICTIO, LLO TOW MaB NMPOTUTAHKOBY rpaHaTy, a B
KocTeHka ii HeMa. | B b0 mutb 60€eub 6yB MNeTposi pigHiwnm 3a 6paTa.



Ha kpato cagka 60€eub NigBiBCA Ha KOJliHA, 3MaxHyB PYyKOIO, i TyT
KocTeHKO yrnepis cMmarnaBo 06am44a 3 cxigHMMuM o4nma. boeub KNHyB

rpaHaTy i BNas, 3apuBLLUNCL 0B6IMYYAM Yy CHIr.

MNeTpo nobaums 6innii BOroHb i AMM, NOTIM CTOBM YEPBOHOIO MOJYM's Ha 4
TaHKOM. BO€Lb 3HOBY 3BIBCA HaBKOJIILWKW | KNHYB OpYyry rpaHaTy. TaHk
PBYYKO KPYTHYBCS i CKa)K€HO 3aCTPO4MB 3 KysieMeTa no 6inyto. Po3BigHMK
6aumB, SK WasEeHO 34pUraBCsa KyJsieMeT, BUMYCKatloum Ky, i noyyBas cebe

HION BUHHMM, LLLO HE MOXXE MPUMNHUTK Lie CTpallHe TPeMTIHHA CTBOJa.

PanToMm i3 WinnH TaHKa MiwoB AuM, | KynemeT be3cuno 3actur. Ane 6o€eLb
y>Xe He BOPYLUMBCSA. KOCTEHKO 3 NoBarolo 1 xasieM AVUBUBCS Ha Cipy HEPYXOMY
LUMHESIO | Hanpy>XKyBaB NaM'ATb, Wo6 npuragaTn, oe BiH 6a4ymB Lue 06nY4s i
4OMy CMo4YaTKy BOHO 36yanno B HbOMy He3po3yMine 36eHTexxeHHs. BiH
yaBASAB 0611444 3 YOPHUMM 04MMaA, | TOAI Ha AyMUi KpYyTUAXCSA C/0Ba, LUO
NOB'A3yBasINCA 3 LUMU 04YMMa, afie 3ragaTu iIX He Mir. PanTtom noro nornag
yrnaB Ha 6MCKy4YMin Ka3aHOYOK, npuyenseHnin oo nosca sbutoro. MeTposi
Bpa3 BCe CTasio ACHO.

"TBos YoMy 6e3 4yepru?" — ocb xT0 6yB Len 60€eub!

3HOBY By/MLLElO MponwoB bpoHeTpaHcnopTep. KocTeHko 3 0cob6anBoto
NOTTIO BUNYCTMB Yepry. A 3 AyMKKN He cxoamns Xap»xumbaes... MNeTposi 6byno
6onsye 3a BYOpaLWHE i we bontoviwe, wo Xaaxmnbaes 3arnHys. MNeTpo
MOBEPHYB rOJIOBY [0 HbOro i Nobayms, K 3 cagka, KOJI0 CNasieHOro TaHKa,
BUBIramM i cxoBanucsa B CyCiiHbOMY ABOPI KiJlbKa YepBOHOApPMIiNLUiB. BiH TakKoX
NOMITMB, 9K 3 NPOTUIEXHOIO BOKY 3'ABUBCS We 0OAMH TaHK. 9K Tinbkuy MeTpo
YyCBiAOMMB, L0 3aJIMINBCA B CafKy CaM, OTOYEHWUN, IHCTUHKTUBHO KNHYBCS 3a
YyepBOHOAPMINLAMU. BiH BUCKOYMB Ha rosy NMjoLKUHKY, i 3pa3y XX HaBKOJ10
HbOro 3aTioKanun Kyni. Konm npobiras nos3 Xagxmnbaesa, Bia4vyB, SK LLOCH 3
CW1010 BAAPWJI0 NOro no KoJliHax.

KocTeHko ynaB. BiH npuciiyxascs Ao Tyrnoro Bibpytodoro 6ost0. Momy

3raflajlocsa YMECH ONOBIAAHHSA, K B NMepLUi XBUJIMHWN HaBiTb HE NOMIYa€ELL, WO



Tebe nopaHeHo. LLykatoun NOpATYHKY, PO3BIAHUK OrISHYBCS HaBKPYyrn
CKiNbKK Mir. B L0 MUTb Yy HbOro Bynnm ACHi i X0no4Hi o4i, 60 AyMKK HanaMBanu
YiTKi i ACHi. BiH 3po3ymiB, W0 3pobuB NOMUIKY, BUCKOYMBLLM 3 CagKa. Tenep,

KO Halwi He BMO'l0Tb HiMeLbKNX (halluncTiB i3 cena, oMy CMepTb.

KocTeHko cnpobyBaB BiAMNoOB3TW Nifg 3aXUCT 6M>KY0i NOBITKW, ane BiavyB
Takun rocTpum 6inb, WO neaBe He BTPATMB CBIAOMICTb. 3 LUOPCTKUM i
KOPOTKUM 3BYKOM KOJI0 HbOIO Yrasio KiJibKa KyJib, i BiH 3pa3y BiAMOBUBCA Bif
CBOIro HaMipy, 30CTaBLWLNCb TaM, Ae BMas, Ha BiaKpuTomy Micui. Cnpasa
aoxoauna oo KiHus. BiH BUTAM 3 KMLWEHi NiCToNeT, NOKJ1aB MOro 3a nasyxy,
NOKJ1aB TYAW X ABi Py4YHi rpaHaTn, NOTIM HATAr aXk 40 04Yel KarnwoLwoH

MaCKYyBaJIbHOIro XaslaTa i, CTUCHYBLUM B pyKax aBTOMaT, NepecTaB PyXxaTUCh.

PanToMm Kpi3b CTPINAHUHY BiH NOYYB NOTY>XHE ABUrTIHHA MOTOpa i
nobauymB, 9K 3-3a CafKa BUALWIOB BpoHeTpaHCNoOpTep i 3yNMHMBCS 3a NiBCOTHI

KPOKIB Bif HbOrO.

LLlecTepo riTnepiBuiB y 6innx xanaTtax, nignepesaHi noscamm, CTosaaum B

MaLLUMHI Ha BECb 3PIiCT i CTPINAIN B yCi BOKM 3 KyneMmeTiB.

MeTpoBi cTano MmoTopowHO. CMepTHa HyAbra oxonusa Noro i Bce Bpas
36anayxHino. BiH ouBMBCA 3-Nig KantowoHa Ha KysieMeTn i YeKas, L0 0Cb-0Cb
OOVH 3 HUX NOBEPHETbLCA B Noro 6ik — i ToAdi KiHewb. B aBToMaTi 6ys0 3
NEeCATOK, a MoXe, 1 6inblwe naTpoHiB. MASBO NpoMalnHyia AyMKa AaTu Yepry
| 3HATK BCiX WICTbOX haLUNCTIB, ane XBUIeBUM CTpax nepen ryceHnusamm
bpoHeTpaHcnopTepa, SKi TOA4I HEO4MIHHO NMPONAYTh MO NOro Tisly, CKyBaB
NOMY BOJIIO.

PanTom BiH no4yB 360Ky Big cebe Bakkuin CToriH Xagxnbaesa. B Ty X
MUTb KocTeHko 3abyB nNpo cTpax. ManHyna oyMka — 6yab-110 4ONOMOrTuY
TOBapuLLEBi, @ MOXe, | BpATYBaTH, i BiH ypa3 BiA4yB NpUNAnNB pagocTi i
CMINMBOCTI. loro BXe He TPUBOXUIa Hebesneka cMepTi Yu Bif Ky, 41 nig

ryceHmgamun.



KoCTeHKO HaTUCHYB Ha raweTKy i 6IMCKYy4YMM OKOM OUBUBCH KPi3b

MYLIKY, K OAWH 33 O4HMM Maganan HiMeLbKi conaaTu.

BpoHeTpaHcnopTep panToM 34aB Ha3ahd, NOTiIM PBOHYBCA Bnepes i
NOoCyHyB Ha lNeTpa. PO3BiAHIK CXONNB py4YHY rpaHaTy i KUHYB Nig MawunHy. He
Yyekato4nm BUbyxy, BiH BUTAr ApYyry rpaHaTy i, CTUCHYBLUW 1l B pyui, NigHAB Ha g
rosi0BO0. bpoHeTpaHcnopTep pBY4KO NoBepHyB YOIK i 3HMK 3a ByaiBnamu.

3HecuneHun BesInYye3HUM HarnpyxeHHsaM, KOCTeHKO CXWUMB ro1oBYy Ha
CHir. MoYyTTa ropAoCTi 3a NOABINHY NMepeMory HanoBHIOBAJIO MO0 XMiJIbHOO
pagicTio. BiH noknas rosioBy Ha aBToMaT i, MPUCIyXato4nCb 40 Tyrnoro
Bibpytoyoro 6010 B Horax, CTaB YeKaTu.

Konun cTpingaHuHa Bwyxna, MeTpo nigeis rosnosy i nob6ayms, WO BOPOXKI
TaHKW WBNOKO BUXOAATb 3 Cesa. IX 3aJUWnIoChb TilbKU TpU. KO0 HKX
3'aBASINCA | TAHYIN XMapKKU AnMY. KOCTEHKO 3p03YyMiB, WO TO PBYTbCA Halli
CHapsagwu.

Hanpy>kyo4n BCi CBOI CUIN, BiH Ha pykax Nonos3 0 Xaaxubaesa i

KPUKHYB:

— Xapxnbaes! XXunsun?

KocTeHko npunae o rpyaen 6inus i 3 pagicTio novys, Wwo cepue 6'eTbeA.
BiH XOTiB r'yKHYyTUW CcaHiTapis, afe cunu 3paguam noro, i BiH CXUJINBCA rosioBOIO

Ha rpyau ToBapulla.



