Kpan cena ctosina xaTa NoraHeHbKa, a B 11 XKNB CeJIAHUNH i3 XXIHKOIO Ta 3
ONTNHOIO — XJIOMYUK ByB. HEBENIMYKUI, HEOAaBHEYKO HapoamBCA. Bxxe TpeTin
pik ByB, AK BOHM NMOGpanncsa, — 3 4y»KOro cesa BiH ii B3B,— a BCE HifK He
MOrn 36UTUCA Ha Xa38aMnCTBO. Y iX Tinbku n 6yno xynobu, wo tenmyka,—
Kynuau 1l TOPILWHIO BECHY,— Ta W Ta HeJaBHO 340xa. A xo4 6u n He 3a0xNa,
TO BCe X rogyBaTu HiYmm 6yno 6. 9k yce Hegopoaun, TO 1 CaMUM iICTUN HIYOro
— He To wo Tenunyui. NMonnakana NopnuHa 3a TeANYKO, Tak Xiba 3 Toro

JOMOXeTbCcsa?

Ha BeCcHy 30BCiM y censiHnHa He cTano xniba. TUXKHIB 30 TpU NO3NYKaAMU
XKW, @ Ternep y»Xe Noro 3Hae, K i XUTU — HIXTO 1 No3M4aTn He CTaB,

YCAKNN KaXke:

— Lo a To6i no3nyaTMy? Y MeHe B CaMOro, MoXke, AiTW rosIogHi cnaaThb,
a T106i naBan, fasan, a Ha3an i He cnofiBancs. Tu BXXe OH Yy BCbOro cena
Hano3n4aBCb. TyT CaM 3a MilWoK xsiba, MoXXe, XTOM3Ha-LWo Bigaas 6u!

Pasna xiHka lNeTposi 40 NaHa niTn, HANHATUCSA. MMilOB Ha CyCigHIN XYyTip
— He B34A/M: i Tak 6araTo, Ka)kyTb, HAUMUTIB. [10 Apyroro naHa niwoBs, Tak
TOW rnsHyB, Wo B [leTpa ofexa — naTa Ha naTi, NnoAyMas, Lo rosbTinaka,

NPOVAUNCBIT SKUACb,— HEe CXOTIiB i FOBOPUTN.

— lNeTb! — Kaxxe,— 6GaraTo BacC TyT X0OUTb Takux!.

30BCiM He 3HaB leTpo, Wwo n pobutn. Y Koro KoHska byna, Tak xou

BO3UTW NAHCbKi ApPOBa 3 NiCy HaNMasincs, a MOMy N TOro He MOXXKHa.

OpnHoro paHky BcTasa opnuHa BooceiTa. InTuHa we cnana. Monogunus
novana TuxeceHbko 6ing nedi nopaTucs, a NeTpa nocnana apos ypybaTtu.
[Mopa€eTbCA, a CaMa OyMaeE:



— Akbun uen TKOEHb Tak-CAK nepebyTucs, a Tam, MoXxe, Nomir 6u
rocnogb, To noixasa 6 no 6aTbka B CupoBaTKy: MOXKe 6 BOHM XO4 3 MilLEeYOK
nanun. Jinxo 6e3 KoHA: To cina 6, moixana, Ta 1 roAi; a Tenep, NOKU-TO

BMMNPOXAELL Y KyMa TOro KOHs!

Big4ynHunucsa peepi. MNMeTpo BHIC ApoBa, 0,040y KNOAE.

— Ta He rptokan-6o Tak, ouTnHy 36yanw! — Kake NopnuHa.

Po3Tonuna monogunus B nedi, noCTaHoBW/IA ropwmku. Toai niginwna go

OiKKN 3 BOpOWHOM, risHyna:

— leTpe, a lNeTpe!

—[a?

— A Wwo Mu oue pobntumem?

— 9k?

— BbopowHa Tinbku Ha pa3, Ta  To xNibuHW Ha aBi. NoMmoByas MNeTpo, fani

Kaxxe:

— Lo > noro 3pobuw? § BXxe n CaM He 3Halo...

— Xiba we niTn nonpoxaTun?..

— Ta 0o KOro X iTu, KoM y BCiX HAano3mn4yaauncs Tak, WO HIXTO BXe He

nae€?

FopnuHa n cama ue pobpe 3Hana. 3amoBkan 060€. NMpPoKMHyNacb AUTUHA
B KOJZIMCLi, MOnoaAunLSa B3S1a 1l HA PyKW, NoYana rogyesaTun. BoHO Bxonuniocs



rosiogHe, Ta N KNHYJI0: MOJIOKA HeMa. TiflbKU Wwe ay>x4ye 3annakasno. Kaxke
[rlopnuHa:

— Xo4 6u BXXe cami, Ta oui€i ANTUHM He Byno, a TO TiIIbKN ANBULLCS, K

BOHO MYy4UTbCA: CaMa roJjiogHa W BOHO ronoaHe wonaHsa, 60 Mosoka HeMa.

MeTpoBi CaMmOMy OUTAYMIA NNavy MOB HOXEM cepLe KpasB. Tak xiba xanem

nomMo>xeLu?

— 3Haew wo, MeTpe? Mign nonpoxan CTapoCcTy — MOXXe, BiH 3 raMaseiB
nacTb?..

MoBuunTh lNeTpo, a AUTUHa BCe NnJadve, yce MOB HOXXEM cepLie Kpa€E. YcTaB
[MeTpo, Kaxe:

— A nigy! He 3auxaTtun X i3 ronoay!

Y34B Wanky, we nocrtoss, Nnoaymas, a Aasii i nilwoB MOBYKW. BiH 3HaB, WO
CTapoCTa He MOXe CaM AaTu, a BCe X NiwoB, wob Xxo4 He 4yTn, SK AUTUHaA

MiakKaTnMe.

— A MOXe 1 JacTb? — AyMa€,— XTO NOro 3Hae?.. Tpeba nonpoxatu
nobpe. WWkopaa, wo Ha 4BepTKY paTyLLHMM HeEMa.

Mpuinwos MNMeTpo B paTyLly, yBINLWOB, NepexpecTUBCs:

"3p0poBi, 3 cepepnoto!" ckazaB i cTas bina nopory. CtapocTa B KYTKY 3a
CTOJIOM CuAiB, a Nucap 3 wadwv nanepu BUMaB, rno CTOJ1y pO3KJagaoyu.
Binblie Hikoro B paTywi HeMa, Tinbkn MeTpo Ta ix ABO€E. HaMipaeTbCA BCe
MeTpo ckasaTu, Ta HiAK He 3Moxxe. [lyMa€: "A K CKaxe — Hi, He gam?" | aK
nogyma npo ue, nogyma, Lo ToA4i B MOro goMa i XiHka, 1 AuTunHa ronogHi
CUAITUMYTb, TaK AyX NOMY NEepexonunTb, i H& BUMOBUTb BiH HIYOro, Ti/IbKW
CTOITb 6ing Nnopory Ta wanky ApaHy B pykax MHe. ba4ymBlin cTapocTa, Wwo
NomMy 4orocb Tpeba, a HIYOro He Kaxke BiH, CTaB CaM NUTATUCH:



— A yoro T06i, MNMeTpe?

Miginiwos MNMeTpo 6aMXK4Ye, BKJIOHMBCS.

— [lo Balwoi MUIOCTI,— Kaxe.

— Hy?

— He nonoXiTb rHiBa, NpMnLLOB oue A0 Bac... OT yxe TpeTi AeHb, Mano
O W iBLWIW, CMANUMO... CbOroaHi N KpUXTK B poTi He 6yno i bopolHa HeMa...

— Hy, TO0 wo?

— He nosoxXiTb rHiBa... 1 BXXe BCOAM NPOXaB, TaK XTO X NOro No3n4nTb,
AIK Y CaMOro, MoxXe, Hema?.. Tak s oue... 4Yn He fo3Boanan 6 3 ramaseiB Xou

MilLEeYoK OaTun?..

CNAHYB Ha NOro CTapoCTa Ta W 3aCMisdBCH.

— e, xnonye? Llboro Mmn He MoO>XeMo CBOEIO BoJieto 3pobuTun, Ha Le O03BIJ
o4 HavanbcTBa Tpeba.

— OT ynpasu 3eMCbKOI, PO3YMI€ELLI? — KaXke nucap.

— Ta BOHO Tak,— Kaxe eTpo.— Ta 4M He MOXXHa b AK-Hebyab TaM, xo4

TPILWKWN?..

— Ta N YyaHUN XKe TN AKUK, Yonoside! Tn X Yy€eLl, WO Hi, HISK HE MOXXHa.

MNeTpo NocTosB, MOMOBYAB, Ta N KaXke:

— Ta MO>Xe BOHO Tak, i 6e3 ynpaBu?.. Xo4 HebaraTo...



— Ta T06i XX Ka)kyTb, 41 Hi? NMo3aknagano Tob6i? — BM3BipMBCA Nucap.

A lNeTpo BCe CTOITb, He nae. BiH i caM He po3yMiB, 4Oro Le BiH XX/aB.
TinbKn K e noro Nt 6e3 HiYoro? [loMa X i KapTOMJIO BXXe 3aTOro

noigaTe!.. Xiba we pa3 cnutaTuca?

— Ta a BignaBs 6bu ckopo, ocb Tinbkn 6 3apobus, Tak i Bigaas ou...

Muncap 30BCiM po3CcepanBCS:

— Ta KaxyTb Xe T00i, wo Hi! LLlo Tobi, cTo pa3is ka3aTn? Xo4 T oMy
KOJISIKY Ha rosioBi Tewn, a BiH yce — gawn Ta gawn! Hy, nioaun!..

Miwos MeTpo 3 paTyLi.

3abasuna 'opnuHa OUTUHY, NOJI0XKWJ1A,— CaMa 3 0CTaHHbOro 6opoLuHa
cnekna ABi nepeniykn, bopuly Ta KapTonai 3Bapuia. lNopaeTbcs, a cama
nAyMae:

— CbOroHi Tak-csik nepebynemocs, Ta n 3aBTpa... Ak ganyTtb [eTposi,
TO, MOXe, 1 00 baTbKka He Tpeba byae ixaTu. Hi, xo4 i gafyTb, @ BCe X Ha

ciBby HEMa€,— iXaTn HE MUHETbLCH.

MNoBurmMana Monoauusa nepenivykny, xaTy BUMesia Ta n cina npactu. Y camol
npsamBa He Byno LbOro POKY — CiiTU HE Manun e, Tak 4y>xe bpana BiA
noBicMa. Yce 3a TXKOEHb AKUX AHi COPOKIBKW 3apobuTb, a TO 11 Kony.

— Kony 3apobiwi 3a Tv>XxaeHb, a Ha kapboBaHusa 3'icn,— gymac€ opnvHa,

HUTKY BUKPY4Yytodn. Ko 4ye, punHyan CiHelwwHi aBepi.

— MabyTb, NeTpo,— AyMa€E MonoauLs, — 41 HeCe X XO4 Wo-Hebyab?..



CnpaBgi NeTpo. YBiNWOB MOBYKWN, CiB Ha J1aBi, HIYOr0 N HEe Kaxe.

Mo3unpHyna NopnuHa Ha Moro i Bigpasy Bragana, Wo AypHO BiH XO4MB.

— lMeTpe,— Kaxxe,— HI4Yoro He gann?

— Ka)xyTb, Wwo 6e3 naHiB 3eMCbKNX HE MOXXHa...— MOHYPO BiJKa3aB
lMeTpo.

MoB4aTb 060K. [1eTpo, MOXHIONUBLLW FOJIOBY, CUONTb CYMHUN-CYMHUN. A
FopnnHa cxununacb Ha NPAAKY i He npsage BXxe. NAHyB Ha Hel [leTpo,— Taka
BOHa 3MYy4eHa, 30BCiM 3MapHina. Tak »asnko nomy ctaso ii. Miginwos go Hel,

0bHAB, Ta N Kaxe:

— lopai, ronybko mos, roai! He »Xypuce...

MigHana o4i FlopnuHa, a B 04ax CJ1bO3MW.

— Mwu To nepeTepnnumMo,— Kaxke,— a ANTUHa 9K? AK0BO 11 TepniTn?

Ta v 3annakana FopnuHa Tnxo... 3rogoM o3BaJsiacs 3HOBY:

— Ta BXe X Taka, MabyTb, Hawa aonsa. 9k 60r nomo)xe, To i
nepeTepnnMmo.

To po3BaXxkuTK XiHKY XOTiB [1eTpo, a Tenep 4ye, AK y CaMOro Ha cepui Bce
Ba>kye Ta Ba)kye CTa€. A K CKa3ajla BOHa, Wo TepniTn Tpeba, To n He
BOEpP)XaBCH:

— Ta OOKW X NOro TepniTu? — a>k CKPUKHYB. —Y>Xe X | Tak, 3[a€TbCH,

NHS HEe MUHaE, Wob He Tepninn!

— Ta BXe X, MabyTb, Tak 6or gaB! — 3HOBY Ka>ke FopnuHa.



[MeTpo HacynuecA.

— Ta xiba » MUK BXe Taki rpiwHi, Xxiba »X HEMaE€ BXXe 1 rpilHIilWnX o4 Hac,

O TaKe SIMXO MU Tepnnumo?

Hiyoro He cka3ana opnuHa, 3aMoBK i lMeTpo noxMmypeHun. MoB4YnTb, a
OYMW CHYIOTbCS B MOMOBI:

— Xiba X To npaBAa? 3a BiLO XX MyCMMO 3 rosioany BMupaTn? CTapocTa He
[aB, a 9K caM, To xiba He Bepe BiATINA XK? TOpPiK e BKpaB YeTBEPTb
AYMEHI0... BOHM KpacTuMyTb Hawe fobpo, a Tu 3 ronony BMUpan i ANTUHaA
Hexan ymupae!

Ta n obHana MNMeTpa 3NiCTb; Taka 3NiCTb Y NOro B CepLii 3aBopyLuniacs
BiJpa3y Ha CTApoCTy, WO N He CKa3aTwu.

— BiH y pocTaTKax,— lNeTpo AyMae,— Ta LWe U Kpaae, a 9 ron1oaHnm, 1o
O MeHi pobutn?

N xTon3Ha-wo 3pobume 61 BiH CTapoCTi, Tak 3ananamnocsa. Cxonmecs
noxmypun 3 micus, niwos 3 xaTu. Mo gBopy bnykKae, a AyMKa He Kuaa:

— He BMupaTn X i3 ronoay! Moe x nobpo, He 4me Tam, 60 1 9 X Tyamn
3CuUnaB, a Ternep, AK MeHi iICTW HiY0oro, Tak AaTu He MoXXHa! Hy, Tak A X y Bac

He npoxaTumy! A n cam 6e3 Bac Bi3bMy!

| CKiNlbKK BiH HE AyMaB, TO BCe OOHO B r0JIOBi CTOITh: "Bi3bMy!"

— He 4yy>Xe X 4 Bi3bMy, a cBO€. Ko He fatoTb cami, Tpeba KpuTtkomMa
bpaTn.

| Tak BiH NOTPOXy A0 TiEl AYMKN 3BUK, LLLO 30BCIM He nKaBsch ii. Cnepwy
NOMY 3aBaJsioChb a)K CTPALLHO, K BiH NpO Ue AyMaB, a Tenep i fapmMa,— 3BUK.



| AK 3BUK, | HE CTaB LUbOro 30BCiM BOATNCL, TOAI HaBa>XMBCS 3pobuTK Tak, SK

HagyMaB.

— Mingy, pipky B ramasei npogosbato Ta n Hato4y! — nymae lMeTpo.

Tinbkun Sk Npo ue NopnuHi ckasaTu? BiH 3HaB fobpe, Wwo BOHa 3poay Toro
He cxo4e, 3HaB, WO X04 K Il BMOBJISIW, @ Ha Le He MigMOBULL. A LLO X MOro
Binbwe pobuTn? BiH 6aume okpyrm cebe nmMxo, a He Mir TOMY JINXOBI
3anobirtn. ba4ms, WO 1 NOAN HE XOTiNM NomMy nomodi gatn. OH CTapocTa
Kpage, a noMmy Tak He gaB! Ycioam Henpasga!l.. | Tenep nomy He 34aBasiocs
rpixoM ykpacTu. A Bce-Takun 605BCS Ka3aTun npo ue FopnuHi, 60 noyyBaBCH,
IO 1 BiH He Mo npaBai pobuTs.

A lopnuHa cTana nomivaTy, Wwo 3 MNMeTpom pobuTtbca Hepgobpe Woch. Bce
NOXMYPUN Ta CMYTHUN XO0AUTb. [NOYHE BOHa NUTATUCHA, HIYOro He Kaxe, abo:
“Ta Tak... Wock ronosa 60nTe". IHOLI X rNIsiHE MOHYPO TakK Ha HelTa
04MOBUTBL: "A 3 4Oro X Noro secesiomy 6ytTn?"

Baynna monoamus, Wo He Takun ctas eTpo, a 3anobirTn nMxosi He

3HaJsla YMM, TiJIbKN XKypuaacs we ayxx4e.

A TM Yacom xniba Bxxe He Byno, KapTOMNJIO BCIO NOISIN, 3aTOr0 BXe
30BCiM Hivoro ictn 6yge. 1o 6aTbka He fOBeNOCh [[OPMNKMHI MOIXaTN — KOHSA
HIXTO He AaB, a NiWwKKu Xiba X Nerko copok sepctos Ao CMpoBaTKKM NMPONTKY, Ta
e N 3 QUTUHOK. A NOKMHYTK A0Ma Il HE MOXXHa: | TaK legBe »XMBa TIEK
Kpanjew MoJI0Ka, a ik MOKUHYTW, TOAi N 30BCiM XTOW3Ha-wWwo byne.

BaunTb yce Te lNeTpo i 3HoBY caM cobi Ka)ke: "BizbMy! He 3auxaTtu X, gK
cobaui! Xanm N'opnuHa wWo xo4e Kaxe".

OpQHOro pasy /1eXXuTb BiH YHOYI 3 XKIHKOIO Ha NoJly, He CNUTbCA nomy, 60
OYMKUW He [atoTb. Ta N AyMaE BiH:

"A Wo, Ak FopnuHi 3apa3 ckaxy?"



Arne He CKas3aB, Ti/IbKM We Ay>X4ye noYaB 3 04HOro 60Ky Ha Apyrumn
nepesepTaTUCA.

— Yoro tn, MNMeTpe?

— Hivyoro,— kaxe.

Ctana Bxe gpimaTun NopnuHa, Konu 4ye, kande lMeTpo:

— ['opnuHo!

—[a?

— 3Ha€EwWw wWwo...

— Hy?

CrtaB NeTpo, 3HOBY 60ITbCH Ka3aTw.

— Ta A HiYoro... 4 XOTiB CNNTATK, YN € Yy HAC BoZa B XaTi? MNnTn xo4y.

— Ta B OiXLUi X...

YcTas lleTpo, Ha4e BOoAY NiLWLOB NUTK, @ B caMoro aymka: "CkasaTtu? Ta
BXKE X O[1 HEl HE CXOBAELLCH — 4K Tenep, 4 Todi, a Ka3zaTun goseneTbcsa”.

Mpunwos, 3HOBY Nir 6ing »XiHKK, BKPMBCH.

— FopnunHo, Wwo X gani pobutnmem?

Hidoro He Ka)ke Monoauus: BOHa BXXe BCi AYMKUW rnepeaymarna, Ta HiYoro
He Buragana. Togi NeTpo no4vas, 3aHUKYOYUCH:



— A 4... 9... 3HaEwW, Wo A Aymar?

— Uo7

Ta v 3HoBY lMeTpo 3ynMHMBCHL, Aasi BiApa3y 3aroBOpuB LWBUAKO, HEHa4e

NnocCnillaeTbCA:

— He 3amxaTu X i3 ronogy!.. IM HiYoro — oH i cTapocTa: caM rpoLui
rpOMaAcChbki Kpage, a HaM xniba WwmaTKa He ga€. Xiba K HeEMa N HaWworo Tam?
Xan! MaHbKaTnCa 3 MU, 4 Wo? Xiba BOHM PO3yMitOTb? Y3ATN Ta HATOUYUTK 3

rama3seil..

— bor 3 Toboto, MeTpe! Lo Tn Kaxkew? Ax po3cepamnBca lMNeTpo:

— A WO X, i3 ronoay,— Kaxe,— BMupaTn?

— Ipix, MeTpe! Ha Te 6o>xa Bonsl.. bor Tak AaB... A 4y>Koro He pyLu!

— pix! A 3 ronogy sMupaTn — ak? Xiba 9 CBO€to Boneo nay?

— Dak Wo, NeTpe,— nepetepnitn Tpeba... He xogn!..

CTtpawHo Bigpa3y cTano MopnuHi. MpuropHyna BOHa 4OJI0BIKa.

— MNeTpe, roai! bor nomoxe... lMigew cam go 6aTbka, BOHN fganyThb... A Te

NOKWHb, 30BCiM NMOKUHbL! IMpix!

To Barascga xo4 Tpoxu NeTpo, a Tenep, AK CTana [[OpnHa BMOBAATH,
3HOBY NigHANACb Y NOr0 Ha NtoAen 31iCTb, TakK i KJleKove y rpyasx.

— MNipy,— roBopuTb,— HE Ka>Xn MeHi HiYoro,— niagy!



[ eHb NOMUHYB, HiY HacyHyna. Oixxpnasca MNeTpo niBHOYI, 04Arcs, y3ss 3
coboto Tpu MilLKK 1 cBepaen Ta v NiwoB 40 ramMma3eis.

Hiy 6yna TemHa. MNeTpo nepenwos CBil ropoAd, BUALLOB Ha BUriH. Ha ayLwi
B MOr0 AKOCb CMNOKINHO Byno. BiH y>Xe pa3 HaBa)kMBCS 3pobuTtu e Aino i
Binbwe He aymaB Npo Te, ke BOHO. "lMigy Ta 1 ykpany",— AyMmaB BiH, i oMy
He 34aBajlocs, Wo BiH NnoraHo pobutk, 60 BiH NpocTo 3abyB Npo ue,
HeHa4yebTo npo ue n gymaTn He 6yno 4yoro. CNoKiMHO Ta CMINIMBO MLLOB,

HIYOro He NAKal4nCh.

OcCb BUriH KiHYa€TbCA, WOCh 3a40pHINIO 34aneKa. "amasel”,-nogymas
MNeTpo.-"Y cTOpOXXa raMa3nHHMKA BXXe He CBITUTbCA,— ByayTb NOBHI TpuU

MilLIKK".

Jlerkoto xonoto nilwoB gani. Yxe Hepganeko! Tinbky, wo ue? Noa0cHo,
A3BiHKO BiAFYKHYBCb Y MOBITPi KpUK. MabyTb, CMY. 3HOBY KPpU4UTb, "HABKa" —
Hi, e coBa. | Bigpa3y cTpawHo lMeTposi cTano. LLock nepexonuio ayx, cepue
3aCTyKano B rpyasx. BiH 3ynnHMBCS, CTaB NPUCIYXaTUCh. 3a CMVHOKO ax
MOPO30M CUMHYJIO.

— MinmatoTb, ninmatoTe! 3noain!..

| 3HOB 0Apa3y, Havye cHirom obcunano. To cMinmemm ByB i CNOKINHUIA, a
Tenep yce Te 3HMKJI0. BiH yBeCb TpeMTiB.

— WUTn, 4n He nTn? — AyMaB BiH. — A SK NinMatoTb?

BiH 3HOBY noyvaB npucayxaTucs. Ane HaBkpyru sctogm 6yno Tak TUxo, Lo

BiH Mir 4yTu, K Y NOro B rpyAsiX KOJIOTUIOCH cepLe.

— Moxke, BepHyTUCA?.. A 3aBTpa 3HoBY bynemo 6e3 xnibal.. Hi Bxxe —
nigy!



| BIH TMXO-TNXO NMOYaB NPOKpadaTUCs 40 raMaseis; Niginwos o0 ix, we
pa3 03MPHYBCb OKPYru. B TempsBi HiYoro He Buako. ToAai nonis nig Gyaisto.
LLlopoKy 3CunaBLLKM 3€pHO Y 3acCikun, 3HaB, 3 SKOro BoHM 6oky. ObepexxHo
nignis BiH 40 TOro micus, Nir Ha cnuHy. Todi HacTaBMB CBEPAJI0, NOYaB
BepTiTK. Cyxe AepeBo TPOoxu 3aTpiwano. MeTpo 3ynnHMBCb, MPUCTYXat4UCh.
Hani 3HoB no4vas pobutn. Ceepano rnmbwe Ta ramblie Bnasnio B [epeBo —
He3abapom i gipka byae. MeTpo 3 yCi€l CUAM HAaTUCHYB Ha CBEPAJIO0, JieXKayn

Ha CMUHI.

— AroB! CemeHe! E, cToHaguaTb Kin'..

MeTpo 34purHyBCb. XTO Ue? CTopox? Cepue KONIMXHYJIOCb Y rpyasx, a
nani HeMoB 3acTurno — lMeTpo cnyxas. XONO4HUIA NiT BUCTYMNUB Y NOIro Ha
nobi. BiH Tak i 3akaM'sHiB, NiHABLWW PYKX Bropy L0 CBepAsia. 3HOBY YyTu:

— CemeHe! CemeHe!.. A, wob T06i! Hy, 9 n cam, xiba MeHi wo? He BMito
3acniBatun?.. CtoHaguaTtb!.. Fen!..

On Tam 3a 6anpakom

TaHuloBana pnba 3 pakom...

M'saHy nicHio 4yTK 6yno 6ing camol ramasel. | 9K XToCb iae, 4yTu.

Ta ren: TaHutoBana puba 3 pakom,

A unbyns...

— Tio Ha TBOro 6aTtbkal.. HYoro ctogn? Hi, g ctoan He xo4y, gogomy nigy!

en, a umbyns 3 YaCHUKOM,

A piB4YMHa 3 KO3aKoM!



M'aHu niwos. Nonoc i xoga 3aTuxnu. MNMeTpo He BopywWmnBCh. BiH 3aTpumas
ayxa n xaas. OCb y>Xe HIKOro He 4yTu. BiH we npucnayxascb. Hi, HeMa Hikoro.
Toai ocTaHHIM HAaTUCKOM BiH 00OBEpPTIB AipKY. Hananase MiWokK, NigcTaBums,
BUTAM CBEPAJ10. 3€PHO CUMHYJO. TpyCca4mnch, AK y nponacHuui, Metpo
NnoHacunas yCi TPy MilWKW. Mamasel 6ysin HU3bKO NMpu 3eMi, TO He MOXXHa
6yno nosHi noHacunaTn. OgHa4e, wo Tenep podbutn? NMOoKNHYTU SipKy
He3aTyJleHy — 3epHO BMTeYe Ha 3eMJ1t0, 3aBTpa nobadvaTb, 3HanayTb. Tpeba

3aTKHYTW. | 4YOro ue BiH HE B3AB 3aTUYKN?

MNeTpo 3aTynNuMB LiPpKY OLAHIEIO PYKOIO, @ APYroto NoYas WyKaTu TpaBn Ha
3aTun4Ky. TpaBa He pocsia nig ramasesamun. 3rafas, Lo B NOro € xXycTKa.
3HaNLWOB i, TaK-CAK 3aTKHYB AipKYy. TO4I BATAr OAMH KJYHOK 3-Nif ramasel,
CTaB i AyMae:

— Nopomy HecTu? Hi, To ay>xe noero 6yae. NonepeHowy Ha MOruay,

Hexawn Tam nepesieXxatb NOKN Lo.

Moruna 6yna 3a cesioM, Ha LbOMY XX BUIOHIi, TaM, A€ KOJINCb FPaHNLLA
nWna, a Tenep Ti/IbKK Basl 30CTaBCA BUCOKMIA. [locniwayuncb, oaHic MeTpo
OOVH KNYHOK. Ti ABa KNyHKN 6ynn meHwi, BiH 3abpaB ix oapa3y. YCi Tpu BiH
3axoBaB Ha Moruni B byp'saHi. XoTiB OyB [OAOMY NTW, Ta 3HOBY NPO AipKY
3ragas. Tpeba B3ATU Kpally 3aTU4YKY, @ TO XyCTKa Ko 6 He Bunana. BiH
TUXO MPONLLOB A0 YNMOIroCh TUHY, BUaMaB LyprnaJsoK i NilwoB 3HOBY 00
ramaseis. MNignis yn'atb, 06epe>xHO BUTAT XyCTKY N 3aTKHYB LipKY
nepeB'saHOoI0 3aTUYKOL0. Llypnasiok caMme nNpunLLIOBCH | MiLLHO CTPUMIB Y AipLi.
MNeTpo cnpobysas — nobpe. MabyTb, OO0y TPOXM 3€pHa po3cmnanocs. BiH
noMaLuKKM rno3aropTaB NOro 3emseto.

BepHyBCS [Oo40OMY, YBINLWOB Y XaTy.

— ['opnuHo!

Hi4oro He 4yyTn. MabyTb, cnnTb. Jlir BiH Ha Nif, HE PO33YyBalOYUCh, TiSIbKN

CBUTY CKUHYB.



— [opnuHo, TK cnnwi?

— Hy?

— 9 3axoBaB Ha MOruni...

— po MeHe fe xo4 xoBan, a 4 Tobi y nomodi He byay!

3amoBK [lleTpo.

A%

Hikomy 1 Ha oyMKy He Bnano, wob moxxHa 6yno sBkpacTtu xnib i3
3aMKHeHoT rama3sei. Ta 1 Kpagikka byna HeBenunyka, To He ay>xe 1 NoMmiTHa.
Bayvauwn lMeTpo, WO Hige HIYOro NPo KpamiKKy He Y4yTu, NepeHiC XNTO JO040MY.
Ta noro cTano He HafJoBro. YN'aTb X04 3HOBY KpacTu Nan. Ta TiNbKN TyT
TPOLWKK nocobuna gons. Y cycigHboro naHa NeTpo BnNpoxascb y Hanmun. CTas
BiH XKWUTW B NaHa, TiJIbKM HOYyBaTN A0A0MY XO04MB. [loMa 3nMAaHi 30CTanncs
3IMOHAMUN, ane 1 3a Te XxBaamTun 6ora, Wwo xo4 roslogHi He cuainn. A npo
Kpag4i>XKy 1 AocCi He 4yTb 6yno Hivoro. MeTpo 3acnokKoiscH.

OT>Ke Hi, He 3aCMnoKoiBCH... BiH gaBHO BXXe 3rybuB CBil CMOKilA, AABHO
NOro He CTaslo, aX i3 TiEl TEMHOI HOYi, K BiH Nig ramaseamu bys. | He
KpaAikka cTasia noro My4mTu, Hi! Npo Hel BiH crnepluy 1 He ayMas. TilbKu X
FoprnHa MOB He Ta 40 NOro cTtaja. 3HUKN Ti PO3MOBU WKPI Ta lacKaBi,—
Ternep BOHa 3 YOJIOBIKOM iHOAi 1 C/I0Ba HE NPOMOBUTL 33 AE€Hb — CyMHa-
CYMHa xoauTb. Oani n y Hanmun niwos [eTpo, CTaB TiJIbKU BBEYepi XKIHKY
6aunTn — He nocobunocs. Bce MoBYUTL. TO LWOHOYI [TeTpo xoamBs, a TO BXe
TiNbKW ABiYi, TPUYi Ha TWKAEHb, 60 3HAE, WO AOMa He NPMBITalOTb, HE
3arOMOHSATb, WO AOMa Le TA>XK4Ye Ha cepui byae. BiH He 4OKOPAB XiHLi: 1Oro
CaMOro BXe MnoYmHasia rpmsTn 3ragka npo Te gino. YaeHn, cepen HEBraBHOI
poboTu, we He Tak byno TaKKo — 3abyBasiocs; a B Ti HOYI, WO BiH TO B MaHa,
TO AOMa HOYyBaB, Y Ti NOXMYpi HOYi He 6ysi0 MoMy Cnokoto. bo 3arnHyno noro
LWacTsa, MOXKe, HaBiKM 3arnHyio. A BOHO XX Oysi0 Konucb, Te wacTs, byno



HaBiTb | TOAI, K rONI0A4 X My4uMB. A Tenep yce 3HUKNO. TiZIbKW rpyav neye, Tak
neve... "Xo4 61 Kapa, Ta He Taka. Xo4 61 Hanasna meHe, xo4 b gokopsana, a

TO MOBYUTb, HIYOI0 HE KaXke, a AK OunanHa coxHe".

Lle 6yno B Heginto BBeyepi. MNeTpo cuais foma 6ing ctony, a NlopnuHa Ha
nosay AUTUHY Konmxana. KaraHeub noTpoxy 61mmaB, i npy MOro CBIiTAi XiHKa
34aBanacs we binblie 3My4YeHoto, HiXK yaeHb. Obnn4ys 3mMapHino, oyi
nosanagasnu, i AKacb MyKa CBITUIACb Y IX y TOW Yac, AK BOHa IX nigHiMana Bif

KONMUCKW. XKanb CTUCHYB cepue NeTposi. YcTaB BiH, Niginwos, cis 6inga Hel.

— ['opnuHo!

BoHa MOBYKMW NigHANA HA MO0 CMYTHI OMi.

— FoprnHo! ok Mn BynemMo Tak My4nuTuca?..

Y 10oro nopeaBCS rosaoc; WocCb CTUCHYI0, MOB KJlilaMun, ropso. A BOHa BCe
MoBYana. Jlease nepemir cebe lNMeTpo, 3HOBY MNoOYaB:

— O60€ My rnHemo... Yca ayuwa nepeMmy4dmnack... CKaXkm MeHi, wo Tm

Ma€ELl Ha AyMLUi, CKa)xn, 60 OOKN X TaK XUTKU?..

BoHa 3HOB rnsHysa Ha MOro CBOIMU Nno3anagajiuMm o4nma i TUxXo
cnycTuna ix gogony. | MNeTposi 34a00C4, WO TOW Nornag 4OCAr NOMY ax< y
cepue i iK HOXXeM pPi30HYB NOro.

— A Wwo 1 Tobi cKaxKy? — no4ana BOHa TUX0.— AL>Ke TU CaM 3Ha€EL... 4
Ka3aJsia — He pobu... Konm X He cuna Mos... 1 nobuna tebe, a T 3104iEM
3pobunBCh.

— Hexan i Tak,— roBopuTb [1eTpo,— ane X TN 3HaAEL, 9 HE TUM Le

3po6buB, WO... TV 3HAEW, WO HEe MOXHa 6yno Lboro He 3pobuTn...



— 4 3Hat0,— Tuxo BiaMoBMNa MNopnnHa.— Yce Te 4. 3Hato... Ane Lo X 9 3
coboto 3p061t0, KON 4 HE MOXKY, KOJIN MEHi Hecunia 00 TOro 3BUKHYTN.
Kpawe 6 9 3 rosiogy BMepna, Hixx ue ctanocs!

BoHa BCe HMXXYE N HMXKYE HaXMNANacb 00 KOJIUCKMN.

— fke Tenep XuTTa byane?.. He XutTH, a MyKa... Y1 xxgana X g Toro, 4m
cnopisasacs!

| BOHa TS>XKKO 3apuiana, NnpyunaBLn A0 KOJIMCKK i 6'to4ncb ronosoto ob ii
bunbus. 3naKaHa AMTMHaA NPOKKUHYNack i cobi 3annakana. A FopnnHa MOB He
yyna il. J1oBro BoHa xoBaJsia CBOIO MYKY, i OCb Tenep Ta MyKa CJib03aMWu

BUbyxHyna. TinbKun X He nocobunum Ti CNbO3nN, HE BUHECIN JINXa 3 OYLUI.

LLle 6inbwimnm cym obHAB MNeTpa. 3a OCTaHHIN TUXXKAEHDb BiH NepeMy4nBCs
TakK, WO 1 Ni3HaTW NOro He Mo)kKHa byno. lyma no aymi MuHanu B NeTposin
roJloBi, BCe YOpHi, HenpuBiTHI AyMu. Pa3, cepep Ho4i, y NOro npoManHyJso B
rOJI0Bi: NPU3HATUCA? B OCTPOr 3aMKHyTb... TaM 3 37104i9Mun, 3 po3binHMKamu...
A xiba BiH cam He 3n0p4i1.? Hy 1 Hexawn y nyTa 3aKylTb, NoBeAyTb... A CMH? A
MopnuHa? Wo Toai 3 cnHom byne?

— LWo! A Tenep xiba kKpawe? Tenep MeHi XiHKa — He XiHKa, Ha4ve 1
ONTUHA — He MoA AUTKHA... lNipwe He byne, Ta xo4 OpnnHI MOXXe noserLae,

AK MeHe He baudunTnme.

| wo 6inbwe BiH AyMaB Npo Le, TO BCE Ay)KYe XOTiNnoca nomy Bce

pO3Ka3aTun, KpUKHyTu: "Le a!..

| B noro obepTtom iwna ronosa. BiH xoanB 30BCiM K HECaMOBUTUN, | NOrO
nosanagani oyi iHoAi Tak cTpalwHo 6anwanny, wo MNopnmHa Yacom nakKanachb
noro.



| oCb HacTaB 4Yac, HaBa>xMBCA BiH. Lle 6yno B Heginto. CTPOK y NaHa BiH
y>e BMbyB i XX1B Aoma. BiH ycTaB paHO i MOBYKM NoYaB crnpaBnaTucs 6ins

Xa3ancTea.

— Xiba Bce ckasaTn in? — aymas BiH.— Hi, AKOCb CTpaluHo. Hexan
NOBIJAETHCA CaMa, AK yxe 3pobneHo byae.

| BiH BELWTABCA Ha ABOPI, HE'BBIXOAMB y XaTy, 60 nomy Ts>Ko 6yno 6aunTtn
XiHKY. Tak-cKk nepebyscsa no obia. Mo obigi ogarce, rNaHyB Ha FopAnHY i
3HOBY nogymas: "Cka3aTun?.." BoHa MOBYKM rnopanack 6ina nedi i He gnBuiach
Ha noro. BiH oaBepHYBCb, NepexpecTUBCh i NILLOB 3 XaTW.

FopnunHy 3amByBaB NeTpo TUM, WO NOYy4YX NOMOJINBCL. ANle BOHa He
3ynnHMNa NOro: in TAXXKo 6yno 3 HUM po3mMoBAATU. BoHa 1 Tenep nobuna
NOro, i TUM-TO LWe TsXX4e i Ha cepui 6yno ToAi, 9K BOHa npuragysana, wo ii
4YOJI0BIK — 3104iM.

MeTpo TWxo MLWOB [0 BONOCTI. loro nepecTpisanv noau, a BiH i He 6a4nB
iX,— Tak onaHyBa/n NOro oyMku. A npoTe BiH ByB AKOCb HaA3BUYaNHO
cnokinHmn. Came Tak, K ToAi, KOJIN BiH ilLOB KpacTW, CaMe TakK i Tenep

AKUNCb OUBHU CNOKi 0OHAB MOroO.

Ane X Ak nobayms KOJI0 BONOCTI rpoMajy, cepue 3aKoJI0TUI0CSA NOMY B
rpyasx. Ak BiH CKake nepepf rpomagoto? Xiba nifoxxnatu, NoOKU po3inayTbCs,
Ta CKa3aTu caMOMy CTapocCTi?

TuM YacoM BiH Habnmxaecs Ao rpoMaaun. BiH i cam He nam'aTaB, K
NPOTOBMUBCA NPOMIXK JI0AEN aXk A0 pyHAYKa. Ha pyHAyUi cToAB nucap, Woch
yutas. lMeTpo cTaB xaaTu. MNMucapis rosnoc BiabMBaBCb Yy Byxax, ane X Chis
3PO3YyMiTWN BiH He Mir. Ta BiH i He CUIKyBaBCsA NMpuUCyxaTUCb A0 iX. [onoBa
nomy nanana.

Lo ue? N'pomaga 3arsanTtyBasia — Le Nucap 4o4YMTaB.YXe 4vac.



BiH 3HAB Wanky v no4as:

— Jloan no6pi!..

[(pOoMapa TpoXu BLLyXNa.

— MNeTpo wock Kaxe, cnyxanTte!

— Ta 4yoro Tam nomy Tpeba?

— Ta cnyxante BXe, WO 40J10BiK Kaxe!

MeTpoBi Nnepexonuso oyx, BiH fegBe OUXaB.

— Jloawn pobpi! MpocTiTb MeHe, 60 s 3n04in! A BKpaB 3 ramasei...

| Te npoMOBUMBLLW, BiH YNaB A0 Hir rpoMaau.
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FpoMana nease 3po3yMina, 3a Biwo lMeTpo 3Be cebe 3n04ieEM, 60 HiKoMy
N Ha AYMKY He BMaso, Wo 3 raMmasei BkpageHo. lNMucap 3senis 6yB
apewTyBaTu lNeTpa, Ta rpoMada He fana:

— Ue Hawe pobpo, Haw i cyn,— rykanu noan. Ane rpomMmaja Hi4oro He
3pobuna MeTposi. BiH HabpaB Tpn NOBHUX MilwkK xNiba 1 oABi3 y ramasel. |
HEeMOB yapyre Ha CBiT HapoauBCs Tohi. [poMaga He po3yMoOM, a 9KOCb
cepueM noyvyna, sk NeTpo Mir A4inTn 0o Takoro Aina, i HiXTo Binblwe He
3ragysaB nNpo noro. Cam MNMeTpo NoTpoxy 3acnokoiscs. | FopnmHa 3HOB CTana
noro MopnnHO, Takot, K i nepwe Byna... | cTanm BOHU 3HOBY XUTK, SK

XUINN...

1884.



